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MINUTES

—of the—

Twenty-Seventh Annual Session

—of the—

Grand River Asscciation of Free

Will Baptist

Which Convened With

Falwell church Friday Night Before the Third Sunday in

August 1920.

REV. J. N. MUSGRAVES, Moderator.
MRS. G. GREEN, Clerk.
Mounds, Okla. R.. 1.

Next annual session will be held with Red Bird Church, 3
miles northeast of Wells, 4 miles southeast of Onapa be-

ginning Friday night before the third Sunday in August, 1921.

o




5 ;debate on-all subjects and vote. ‘
3. -Those who - speak shall rise and. address the Moderator Personal :

o -vreﬂectlons shall "be avoided .in-all debates.. el -

. ORDER OF BUSINESS

R Read letters from the churches.
Election of officers.- TN

" Reéception of new- members, Lot

* Invitation to visiting brethren to take seats -
Call. for correspondence; - - : o
-Appointment of commlttees R ] :
- Call .for Reports of Commlttees v AR
Miscellaneous business. ©. - R

‘9W“9?PPP

~Appointment of correspondents o :

+10. " Time and place of holding the next ses\swn )

-11: .Election of a minister to: preach the 1ntroductory. .
12, - AdJournment of the Assoc1at10n R T S

0.
O " .

RULES OF ORDER

o 1. At every sﬂ;tn‘lg  business shall. be opened and conducted by prayer
co by the Moderator, or whomsoever he may. request. b

© 2, Mmlsters present-invited to seats are. allowed to take part in the

4. No motlon shall be discussed” w1thout belng seconded )
. 5. rWhen a motion has been made and-seconded and a member opposes
1ts dlscusswn the Moderator shall put the. questlon Shall it be dlscussed"
it negatlve, the question shall’ be discussed.-. o ‘

6, -If any proposxtlon of motlon under debate contamsl two or more'_—f

pomts it shall be divded at the request of ‘any member and a vote taken.
a 7. - Motions made and lost shall not be recorded : -
o 8.7 No one shall speak more than t1ch on any’ questxon vnthout speclal
‘leave of the Moderator. BEG
“~ 9. _All questions dec1ded by a ma.]onty of the members present.

o 10. - No member shall absent hlmself thhout speclal leave of ‘the
hos 'Moderator B : ’ « :
‘ 11, Minutes shall be lelsurely read and corrected before the close of ‘

.the Association, if necessary.

12,7 In -the future sessions of the Assoc1at10n, arrangements shall be
: made to insure two or more sermons each day, or other equlvalents.

13, The Rules or~Order shall- be distinetly read from the chalr lm-

7. 'mediately’ after the organization of the Association. : e

4, - Alterations may be made 1n ‘these rules at’ any regular session-of
the Assoclatlon S - i

— U -
- Y

: 3 CONSTITUTION
From the long experlence, we, the members of the" Free Wlll Baptlst

. Church of -Christ, bemg regularly baptized on a profession “of . our. ..
“. “faith in Jesus Christ, and being convinced of the nece551ty of a combination

B of ‘churches to perpetuate a union and communion among us and to pre-




..this constltutlon for our better:church government
" This -Association shall be composed of members chosen’ by dxfferent
churches in- our union not exceeding “three delegates from each  church
‘ and on prodilcing letters shall be entitled to seats. . e - -
. 2. Letters from the different’ churches are to express the number in

~ the number dxsmlssed excluded restored and those who have dled since the
,Assocxatlon

churches. in the Grand River Association—the Association ‘having no power
' to lord it over God’s heritage nor' to have any ecclesiastical , power  over

dlsorderly B ° .

4. THe Association: to have a Moderator Clerk and Treasurer, who
are .to be "chosen by 'the suffrage of the members present..

5. N ewly . constituted churches may be admitted to the Assoc1at10n
who are to petition by letter and delegates and if upon examniination they are

the Moderator giving the right hand of ?ellowshlp

—_ . the Assoclatlon unless it has first been discussed in its own church.. . .

of ‘the’ Assoc1al:10n, except it be withdrawn by the member who made it.

the -distribution being at the discretion of the Association.

minutes of the Assoc1at10n on a book to be kept by the Assoc1at10n for
th1s purpose. ’

“10." The minutes of the’ Assoc1at10n shall be read and corrected 1f needed
by a majority of thle members present.: . A
‘Resolved; that we earnestly request all’ of our mmlsters and deacons

to a551st .in  every way they canto help further the Gospel and that éach
_ church should help their pastor and if an evangelist should visit any destitute

evangehst so he can go and preach the word -

e 5 - 0~

. i ’ "ARTICLES OF FAITH.
} . - I R We beheve m one true and living God, Father Son and Holy Ghost
Cand these three are’ one in d1v1ne essence, power and glory Romans 1"20

‘ N John11 17:21,

] : A

~ the churches, reservmg the rlght of w1thdrawmg from any church becomlng'

“place “and ‘organize churches that we urge upon the people to asswt the

.seive. and\mamtaln correspondence w1th each other,~do therefore ordaln

- fellowshlp, the number received . by’ experience, letters of recommendation,

~8.- The. members thus chosen and convmced to_ be denommated the °
Grand River: Assocxatlon of Free Will Baptists being composed of sundry .

“found to be orthodox and orderly, they may be received into the Assoc1atlon '
6. No question” from any church-shall come under the con51derat10n of ’
. Every motlon/made and seconded shall come under the cons1derat10n :

. 8. "The Association is to endeavor to furnish the churches with minutes .
of the Assocxatlon in proportion to ‘the number of members_ m each’ church

'9. "It shall be the duty of the Clerk “to keep a regular f1le of 'the

- and sxgned by 'the Moderator”a and Clerk before the close of the Association. -
L - 11.. Amendments - to the Constltutlon may be made when necessary'

~ .

and churches composmg this "Association to co-operate with" each other and

p o S 2 We belxeve that the scnpturq of the Old and New Testament 1s the

/.
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word of God and the. only infallible rule of‘ faith and practice. Second
‘Timothy'3:16; Matt. 5:18. -~ @ =~ g v
3. We believe that\ God created man good and gave him. Holy Com—
- mandments ‘whereby he shouldlive holy but man voluntarily disobeyed
the” Commandments of God .transgressed .the . law and.fell under the just -
" condemnation of. the same, whereby all mankind are sinners, not: by con-
".straint but by choice, ‘being- partakers of the sinful nature attamed by the
fall and that man is unable to save himself with his own power, but we

- see Jesus for the suffering of death crowned with glory, that He by the - |

" grace of God should taste death for every man. . Gen. 3:17; Heb. 2:9. .
i 4, We belleve that Christ by His death, suffering.and resurrection pur-
chased our. pardon and offered it freely to.’all mankind upon principles of -
repentance toward God and faith in -the: Lord Jesus Christ. He now com-.
- mands all men everywhere to, repent therefore, He sayeth, “Look unto me-
and be saved, all/the eénds of earth for I am God and. there is none else.”
Matt. 4: 17; Isa. 45:22; Acts 20-21. : ’ : :
5.  We believe that adult_persons must be regenerated and born ‘of the
B spmt of God, if they inherit eternal life. John 3:3; I Peter 1:23.
) 6. We' belleve that infants and idiots are ‘saved upon. the merlts of the
" 'Son of God.—Jonah 4: 11; Mark 10: 14; Deut. 1:39. - .
7.. We believe that “all Chrlstlans preserve in grace and be falthful
: to the end if they inherit ‘eternal life-for blessed are they- that do His Com-
mandments that they may have the right to- -the tree of llfe and enter
through the gates into the city. ‘Rev. 22:14; Matt. 24:13. -
S 8. We behe/ve that baptism. by 1mmer510n is the apostollc mode, even.
. the burlal,of a believer in water, and’ that .Christ, whois our “life, showed
. His humble example to his children and bids us to walk.-therem —John 3:22;
Romans 6: :34-45; Matt.. 28:19-20; Matt 3-16 . ~ ’
9. We bel{eve that God in His goodness dlsplays ‘His power of grace )
~in great degree in calling and quahfymg His servants by the teaching of the ~
Holy Ghost: and by the mstructlon of His word “to go forth ‘and proeclaim
life and -salvation " without- price. -He bids" us freely come and nothing pre- -
vents the salvatlon of any but their- stubborn rebelhon and ‘sinful refusal to
<come, .- I Cor. ; Eph. 3:7; Rev,.22:17,
10, We beheve that baptism.and the Lord’s supper and washmg the
| - Saints’. feet are divine ordinances .and should be observed by all His children.
-"Mark 14:22- 23; John- 13:4- 14; Matt 28:19-20; I Tim. 5:10."
2o 11, We believe. ‘that rione have a right _to. baptlsm, only _those Who
“-have 'a living hope. in the Lord Jesus Christ and none have- the right to
admmlster the same only those who have come under the hands of the pres-
bytery of elders and each church ought to have a pastor, deacons, and clerk
" chosen by the church, .ought to have office during the gdod pleasure of the
game and in dealing with ‘disorderly unembers, reference should -be had to
the 18th chapter of Matthew and other scriptures relative to deahng with
dlsorderly members. - In all cases a ma,]orlty shall rule; except in receiving
‘members, and then it must be unanimous. ~Titus'1:5; Acts 14:23; IICor. 6:6.
12 We beheve xt is the duty of each church to assemble themselves‘ .




together once a month and that Tlt is the 'dnty of the'pastor of the church .

" when settmg forth the Lord’s supper and- washing the Saints’ feet to let'a

man “examine himself- and so let him eat.” I Cor. 11: 28; John 13:14. /
/13.". We believe that sanctlflcatmn and Holiness ‘is a Bible doctrme,,_ ~
that 1mmorta11ty is God dwelling in the light so wher this corruptible shalil

“ 'have put on mcorruptlon and thls mortal shall have put on immortality then-’
- shall be brought to pass the saymg that is written.  “Death is swallowed up’

~fn victory.” ~That it is our duty-to be tender and affectionate to one an-
other and to study the happiness of the people-of God in general and’ to \
be singly’ engaged to promote the honor and. glory of God Gal 6 10; I
~John 2:9.° -
14, We believe in the resurrectlon of the dead of both the Just and

the umust " the ‘resurrection of the just to glory and 1mmorta11ty\ in the
presence “of God; the unyust to. everlasting shame and banishment " from._ -
_.the ~presence of God Matt._25:31;.fI'Cor. 15:42-45; ‘1T Thes. 1:10; Rev. -
. 20:12-13, , . S R S I SRR

—~0

CHURCH COVENANT :
Havmg been brought as we humbly'trust by dxvme grace to embrace
the Lord Jesus Christ as . our Savior ‘and_having: obtained Justlficatlon by
Falth in His name, we, as members of the several churches that constltute’

. the Grand Rlver Assoc1at10n of Free W111 Baptlsts, addopt the followmg as

our’ Church Covenant R -

-1. To watch over each’ other in love, to pray for, earh other as mem-,
bers of a common Falth ever stnvmg to keep the umty of spirit in the bondsv :
of peace. o T .

‘2, "We W111 ‘not Speak ev11 of each other nor will we. persecute or
expose the faults of the weak members of our church ‘but ‘we . will endeavor . -
to -be governed by Paul’s’ instruction to Tlmothy “That we w111 reprove,'f 7

o rebuke and -exhort”" ‘each. other as members of a common brotherhood

3. We are commanded to dé good unto all men, especlally to. thoser -

' n who are of the household of Falth But " we should ‘remember - that our

_relations to each other are closer and the obhgatlons more binding than that v

~of 'a common bond of Christian Charity. In adopting . this Covenant, we

" become as a famxly and assume in-a Christian’ sense the cdre and responsx-

blhty that the members of a famlly should feel for each ather, ~

4. We will attend the stated meetings of our church unless we are.
prowdentlally hindered, or uncontrollable cxrcumstances prevent us. And we

*'will contribute of our means. as the Lord has prospered ‘us. for ‘the support
- of Jour pastor and other. necessary expense of our church. And we will -/

i prefer the service of our own church to that of any other and w111 pray for :
-our pastor while he is preaching the word of God to us. v
: 5. We will not injure our mﬂuence in the house of .the Lord by occupy-‘ :
ing seats among the ungodly and sinners; but will . occupy seats near the -
pulplt and use the natural powers which the Lord has given us to praise His .
‘Holy name. - We will sing with those who sing and pray with those who pray.
6 We will not be gullty of the sm of Sabbath “breaking by makmg



Sunday visits to our neighbors, which is a double sin against the law of
God for in so doing we fail to attend the house of the Lord and hinder
- others who might wish to.do ‘0, Let us remember the law of Moses which
condemns Sabbath breakmg, and the words of ‘the inspired apostle which
says, “Forsake not the assemblmg of yourse]f together as the manner
of some is)? . .
7. We will not neglect secret and pubhc prayers and those of us Who
are heads of families will strive’ to dedicate’ our household to .the- service
of God by teaching our chlldren the great necessﬂ:y of the Christian ‘religion
as the only hope-of happlness after death. We will adopt the covenant
“of Joshua, the servant of the Lord and say, “But as for me and my house,
- "we will serve the Lord.,”
" Resolved: That what purports to be the Law of the Supper be printed
in ‘our mmutes and become part of our constltutlon and there kept . e

O— - . ’ -
0 -

STy LAW OI‘ THE SUPPER. )
v The Lord's Supper was: instituted for God’s people. They all have
equal rights to the supper and that mght is a birthright. For by one spitit-
- are we. all baptized into one body, (I.Cor.' 12:15.) This ‘is not a water ]
“baptism: but a sp1r1tua1 baptism. ~"Again  Christ says, ““‘I'm' the .door, by .
_‘me.if any man enter in he shall be saved.” .(I-John :10:9.) @ “He that - :
eritereth not by the door in. the sheepfold but climbeth up some other way,
the same is a thief-and a robber.” - (John 10: :4) Chrlst is not water
babtlsm and yet He is the door. There is but one door -and Christ says
' : He is that door, and he that- ¢ometh in by that door should have full fellow-
ship and- equal rights with all other Christians. - Let a’ man examine him-
self and so -let him.eat of that bread and. drink.of that cup, for he that:
eateth and drinketh unworthy eateth and drinketh damnatmn ‘to himself -
" not to the church, but to hlmself It 1s a personal matter in’ Judglng and in
eatmg. R \
The church that does judge and exclude any of God’s people is not-act-

) mg in keepmg with ‘the instructions given to the church. at Corinth. To
- thus judge and- exclude one of the children of God is to offend the child

-so judged and “excluded. Now listen to- Christ:! “He that offends one of
these little ones that believe in me, it were better for him- that a mill stone
were, hung about his neck and that he were drowned in the depths
‘of the sea.” Matt. 8:6; I Cor. 10: 30; 31:32. R L
- oIt s contended that they of the same faith and order should be en-
tltled to partake of the Lord’s Supper I admit that the true faith is the
-'means by which men . become Christians. - If this is what is meant by the
.. same_faith' I shall not object. We are agreed, but if sect is to be inferred,

-1 object. . As to order if nothing but’gospel order’is meant very well; but

I.do not thmk that one child of God should dictate just what another should
" believe or-what church he should belong to in order that he may be in the
- right church, for the church is but an organic body of Christians, and simply
placing. your name on the roll bock: of the best church on earth does not . -
make you a Chrxstlan' nelther will a llke process in the Worst church make

N
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Here is: falth and here is’ order Now: I ask if the Eunuch were to Wlsh
to commune with some of the churches would- he be allowed the rlght"
No, he is- not of -the same faith and order, vet-he is’ admitted in heaven

" But nay, he could not be admltted toa “sectarian table At the Lord’s table

" all Hls people have - a perfect right, be he whom hé may’ ‘and when the sup-

- ‘gether tarry for ‘ancther; be of one. mind, but let the word of God ‘control - -
. the mind. If it had ever been intended by the Savior that the supper should”  ~
~be’ guarded as some attempt - to guard it,” God would have endowed’ the j S

per is: set ‘and all of God’s people are not 1nv1ted it is noﬂ the Lord’s sup-

- per, but. a sectarxan supper so we, ’oelng many are one body in Chrlst and”

every mémber one of another (Romans ' 12: 15.) And the way “We becoma

10:17.) By partaking we' exhibit a oneness of that body What  is meant

\ a sxnner ~The Eunuch belleved and Was baptlzed What church dld he Jom" L

.~ one body is by’ béing baptlzed int6 that body and’ of course that is by spiritu: -
al baptlsm He that gets in by water baptlsm, ‘thé same is'a thlef and robber; "’
~~and ‘when any one gets into that body- in-a legal way- he’ has a legal rlght :
_~-to all the beneflts and pr1v11eges of that body, for we, belng many, are one S
'*—bread and on body, for we are. all partakers of that one bread. (I Cor.’

by we? It certainly means all Chrlstlans ‘of’ all ages when you ¢ome to= "

Judges with ‘wisdom to ‘discern.the pure. from the lmpure But -the stand-

point from which they judge is water baptlsm and a legal admlnlstratlon,of
the ‘same, “so. if “baptism by 1mmer51on ’is.'a" legal admlmstratlon thls

. settles ‘the matter ‘and Christian character is left’ entlrely out by which some
~made ‘a’ woeful mistake, for-after all this’ .precaution ‘some have been found

'unworthy of the least of the- pr1v11eges of ‘any ‘church. To admlt

‘ '1mmers1on\to be the only  mode of baptlsm, and a true believer recexvmg 1t,
= is thls not all rIght" Some wotld answer if by legal admlmstrator -~ This :.

all that is wantmg, ig it not a purely personal niatter? . If-so, he has been-

) -as" truly baptlzed as anyone. It is the ‘duty of the preacher to baptize and
~+" the,applivant to be baptized. When 'this is done each has  performed - a

B personal duty CIf T-had. never/been baptlzed and had to wait until T found-";

- one whom ‘T know to be a legal administrator 1 Would never be. baptlzed at .

all as T cannot know the Heart of man; Two acting in concert, one actmg

“in- good’ faith and the: other not—the one is ‘blessed.and .the other is “not.
“Every’ Chrlstlan is strlctly respons1 le for his own acts and not for another )
Simon’ the Sorcerer believed and w baptlzed and that by a legal admln-— '

istor and yet it is dicovered that he was not a- Chrlstlan So we ‘seé_that

j.baptlsm by ‘a legal ‘administer does not “confer any. claims . upon 'hlm to‘
any Christian rights, as'this case’ proves it to be a personal matter, as we '

clearly see that the apostle did his duty,;and Snnon d1d not ‘or vice versa.’:,

’ The apostle, inspired all he was, did not dlscern the evil ofsSimon’s heart -
nelther can we know ‘the heart of man. When we do: our duty. it is ours.
When ‘an appllcant it is his So find ‘that’ faith,. repentance, baptlsm and

"the Christian duties are all personal and accountable to God_and not unto
man, Various are the opinions of men and the ways we account for them is in

\the capac1ty of men; and if we use the capacity that God has given-I do "

not thmk that we should be eternally ‘condemned for what we cannot help.

-



.. . The church of Chrlst is, d1v1ded 1nto many members, but 1t is. one splrltual
B body and- Chrlst the head, and they ‘should have the same- care one for. the
“other, as the natural body has: for its members, yet they do not perform the -

same offlce, yet they should subserve the same interest of the body. .

N Should Christians: all commune together at the Lord’s table" 1 answer'

_ - what the Lord has joined" together, let no man put asunder. . o

¢ . We have forty-nine states in the Union."  They aré all —equally free and

" independent states,' and yet they-are one united, and have. one great cefttral -

-point at. which to meet and testlfy that -they are free and independent -’ -

. -states and yet but one natlon “All' Christians ‘should have ~one central point at

¢ - which to meet and let the world -know that they are one.  Let that be the - .
" Lord’s table.”’ Chrlstlans feel alike™ “if they do not think alike. They can: '
preach together, pray together, sing together and love together, and should
they not commune together?’ And ‘will they not all meet at last in the
-same holy and happy land together" Then 3 union:and free commumon is”
forced upon_ us. Christ - said ‘at the last supper “that - he would drmk o

> more of “the fruit ‘of the "vine. Wwith us till he drank anew in His kmgdom
'I‘hen all Chr1st1ans of _all ages will_ sit-around one communlon ‘table in’

-~ heaven.; As we find ‘ourselves assembled thus around one Lord’s table in-
Heaven, 50 should 1f, be on. earth LT . [ -

O

O : PROCEEDINGS LT .
-Of the twenty seventh Annual Meetlng of the Grand Rlver Assoclatlon of T
. Free Will Baptlsts which convened w1th Falwell church Frlday mght before ) o
‘the thxrd’ Sunday in August 1920, o : ' Lo T
) Fr1day Night Semces PR RV |
: Congregatlon was called ' 'together by singing. \Prayer by Rev G W
Benton Preachmg by’ Rev P, C.. Jones, followed by Rev -Geo, M Byrd. »
‘ - Saturday Mormng Session.® - e e : SO
Opened by prayer by Moderator Reading- of letter from dlfferent
‘churches—sixteen represénited. " Letters :read and approved : :
" Report of minute funds. Balanhe from last year, $35 11. -
. Moved ‘and carrled that the Assoc1at10n pay the clerk $10 00 for this.
yearswork RN R
Moved and. carried: “to elect offlcers for the ensumg year. :Bro. J. N
. Musgraves elected Moderator, . Bro.> J. W, Graham, as51stant Moderator.
. Slster Kate Green was elected clerk. Bro W.-T. Mlller assistant clerk.”
' Called‘ for new churchies—received 4; Garden City,. Union Commumty,
Mlllette, Nowata. Moved and carned that the rlght hand of Chrlstlan
fe]lowshlp be extended the new ‘churches. .
~Called for correspondmg delegates g Bro Buford as VlSltlng member k |
Bro D. L. Actkmson, correspondmg delegate from’ the General Baptist™ - <
"Association was given “the mght hand of Chrlstlan fellowshlp Moved and - S
carrxed We adJourn untll after 11 o’clock services.. .. L T |

SN REC Eleven o Clock Serv1ces.

Called together by smgmg Prayer by Bro J. W Moyer The intro-

PR
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o rductory ’Sérmoh Pw'afs, preached by“Bro. D. L. Actkinson. Tekt, Rev. 2.15f chap-" "
- ter, 4th verse. .Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock. - - S
S Ll Sa,turday 2 O’Clock. Services.’

Smgmg by cong'regatlon.k Prayer by ‘Bro. Jo M. Jackson. Nei:t ap-‘
pomtdent of commlttees -Moved and carrled that the Moderator appomt

- \ B

- ,'the committees, - L -

k Commlttee on a.rrangements or. resolutlons——Rev J M.- Roberts, Bro / o
o F Mudgraves, Rev. W. M; Wilson, Rev. G."W. Benton, Rev. J, M. Jackson.

o Committee on devotlonal services—Bro. D.’P. Hawks, Bro R J. Howard
Bro G. C. Littlefield, Sister Mary -Roberts.

" Committee on Sabbath Schools——Slster Julla Wllson, Slster Scytha Sldes,

*Slster Bertha Moren, Bro: C. S. Rose. :

' Committee on finance—Bro. W. A. Littlefield,’ Bro F. F. Mann

: Committee on mmlsters and’ deacons character-——Bro T “F. Atterbury,'
. Everett Hedreck, Bro. J. L. Howard. .

' Commxttee on temperance—Slster 0zella thtlefleld Slster Anna Gate-~_ 8

’ ;'Wood -Sister L. E. Burk. -

.+ Committee on hterature-—Slster M J Gllbert Bro J D Arnold Bro.' Ul
“.OCMann.ﬂ, SO ST 7
e Commlttee on obxtuary—Slster Mllhe Musgraves, Bro Charles-W.
Thompson Slster JF. M. Benton, Sister B. V. Walker. e
L Commxttee on credentlals—Bro Ww: A thtlefleld Bro T S Plland
8 Bro F. C, Jones S . :
Moved and carried to adJourn untll Monday mormng
: . .~ Saturday Night Services. : L
Congregatmn calledz to_order by: slnglng a;ﬂter‘ whlch Bro W, H.
. Haymes ‘way ordained as a ‘deacon.” The . Presbytery cons1sted of "Rev. G o

WL Benton, Rev. J: N. Musgraves, Rev. W.-M.. Wilson. - -

- _Devotional services concluded by Rev. G. W. Benton. God’s love was .
wonderfully manifested ‘and two souls were saved. el s
Preaching by Rev. ‘M. M. .Eden, followed by C. ¢. Hoose. . Text!
. “Feed my sheep, ” John 21-16:17, After 9 oclock services Sunday - mormng :
Sister C. S. Rose lectured on tithing” and .we'took-up a collection to help re- - -
. bu11d the Peggs church that was blown away by the storm and recelved $322 B
: = Sunday 110 Clock Services. - =~ v
Ny Called to. order by singing and prayer. Preachmg by Rev P Buford‘*
. followed by Rev. J. N. Musgraves Bro. C..S. Rose was ordained as’a )

deacon, the Presbytery con51sted of Rev. J M Roberts, Rev G w. Benton, T :

Rev, D L. Actklnson D
) Sunday 3 O'Clock Sernces ' g
o Slnglng by congregation.” Prayer by Rev. A:"B; Talbert Preachmg by' _
Rev. Purdom, followed by Rev.. _A. B, Ta.lbert Closed by singing and prayer T
by Rev J M Jackson - '
N : ) ) Sunday,nght Semces :
RIS Bro J R. Hatﬁeld was ordained 'as. a deacon. The Presbytery con-
sisted of ‘Rev. J. M. Jackson, Rev. G. W. Benton, Rev. J.N. Musgraves..
Devotxonal _services conducted by Rev. G. W Benton Preachlng by Rev.



-

N

J M. Jackson Readmg, the 53 chapter. of Isalah Prayer by Rev. J. W.

Graham. Text 15th chapter ‘St. John 10th- verse Readmg 13th chapter
-8t Matthew 26th chapter, 26 30 verses, St Luke 22 chapter, followed .
- by Rev. G Ww. Benton . . R

7+ A large number partlclpated in the communion services and a glorious
tlme was enJoyed by all of God’s children, "
' Monday Mornmg 9 0’Clock Services,

Congregatxon called: to order- by Moderator Readmg the 11th chapter -

Romans. ‘Prayer by Bro. L. W. Mann.”

Report of committees. * Motion and.seconded the report of comrmttees be
recelved and committee dlscharged Motlon carried. e

- We your committee on arrangements beg ‘leave to report as follows
Takmg into~ consxderatlon the. surrounding clrcumstances and seeing the
necessaty of ‘a rule governing-the" ministry.’ e

o0 Belit resolved that ‘the Association forbid, the mlmsters of sevEral dis-

<tricts of the Association speaking d1srespectfully of one another and any one

-~ found gullty of such conduct shall be llable to charges and dealt ‘with as it -
o may be’ deemed necessary ' ~
i ‘Be is resolved that we recommend that our mmlsters do not vary from.
=" the regular custom of Free W111 Baptlsts in ‘regard to receiving “and dis-
- mlssmg members, Furthermore advise that the Moderators of the churches .
1mpress the great ‘necesdity of observing all the ruling of the Association.
; Be'it resolved that any elder of this Association taking the evangehstlc,» :
“that it shall be the duty-of each church to assist him in his work and -this .

" Association” shall- empower Moderator and clerk with- authority to furmsh ,'
the evangehst with recommendatron if he be found worthy .
‘Be it resolved, that- We for'bld any of our mmlsters challengmg any

'denommatlon to debate. " - -
Resolved that we prohlblt the membersv of our churches from glvmg,

e omg to ‘or partlclpatmg in-play parties or dances and any found guilty ‘of

lsuch offense shall be’ liable and charged and dealt with as'may be’ deemed_
.= :necessary as it is_the cause: of . .our young people to forsake the right way

.and go off in: sin, :
Be it further’ resolved that we forbld any of our mlmsters or members
of our churches of this Association preaching sanctification -or holiness as a

. ) second work of g'race, separate and apart from the regeneratmn or con-_ ’
r,:verSIOn.. ; : , :

- We endorse the last year v report w1th the followmg amendments
F‘lrst be it resolved, that every member of :all’ res‘pected churches com-

‘prising ‘the Grand ‘River Association be: requested to obey the commandments
BN of God as recorded. in (I Cor, 16-2 and II_Cor. 9- 7) to lay by in store as’
" God has prospered them upon the first day of the week in their homes or

" churches so as to be prepared to aid. the ministers in ‘publishing the gospel to

* " help. the widows and worthy poor and that the compulsatory in every respect
T be disnulled. :
e Resolved that every ordamed mlmster should ‘preach at least four~



~

" sermons each month if not prov1dent1ally hmdered and we requlre that every
ordained mmlster report each :year to the Assoc1atlon elther by letter or
“in-person. ..ol e : -
: Be'is resolved that every church that ‘ealls a m1mster to’ the pastoral
< care should mmlster td his, support as God has prospered them.. - °
Resolved that our’ Artlcles of Faith stand ‘as- they are 'in the old R
mmutes S O
-Be- 1t resolved that thls Assoc1atlon recommend that no church shall
. ordam a ‘minister untll he proved himself worthy for a space . of twelve
“months. = We. believe ‘one great cause of the langulshmg condltlon of the
Free Will Baptist is- for ‘the lack of finance. - S
Be ‘it resolved, that the Assoclatlon earnestly pray that the - D1v1ne
power of God' help™ us to adopt.a more firm basis of! financing. "~ i
-~ Be it ‘resolved, that any of“our preachers or: churches found’ to- be
toleratmg ‘the doctrine of unknown tongues, shall be considered gullty of
heresy and shall be requlred ‘to make acknowledgments to thls body or
stand suspended L e
~-Be it further resolved that all of our Mmlsters be requlred to hold
v membershlp in-some church in. our Jurlsdlctlon to quallfy them to pastor
“churches. C e i S
SR e e T e J M Roberts, Chalrman ~

! ) P

i

= O
P E 0O

Sabbath School

We your commlttee on Sabbath School, recommend the report as follows* ;f

We beheve it the duty. of .each chureh to- maintain Sabbath  School and
let it be! understood. that the Free Will . Baptist recommend _Unijon- Sabbath
School; for our chlldren and older people To all {work together 1n one
Chr1st1an band to do’ the will of ‘God. . e
"And we as Christians to- unite together to work for the: cause of Chnst j -
and to give our children home trammg that it may be the means of brlngmg
them _to Christ. - We lask all ministers and deacons to. assist in" organizing "
Sabbath Schools and prayer meetmgs “and - recommend that teachers be
- Chrlstlans 1f poss1ble so that the teacher can give the real Spiritual meamng. 'A’ L
. LT i Juha Wllson, Chaxrman

0
—0

.. . rihamee - I S

We your commlttee on Flnance beg leave to’ report as fOIIOWS ’Received,«'

from the dlfferent churches $73.80.. s [ kE
g W, A. Littlefleld, Chalrman.' .

Oy
O

H‘emperance - S f

We your commlttee on Temperance, recommend the report of last year, v

\as follows -.That we will not-tolerate liquor in any form It makes wrecks .
‘(p of promlslng young ‘men,, it. makes the hearts of dear mothers to ache, it

.
‘

: . PN
o~ B .. . A
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= makes orphans of - llttle chlldren and causes ‘them to gthungry and halff -

. ‘naked in cold winter breezes-and. we as Free. Will. Baptist believe that
- every child of God must -havé the -same equal rlghts - Dear Brethren. we
" will state that all redeemed children of God must separate themselves from

strong drink.- God spoke unto Moses that he should command the’ children -

“of Israel that' anyone making a. vow should’ separate hlmself from strong
drmk so beloved Brethren we must not’ let sin reign in our ‘mortal- bodies.
" Ye shall live. - (Romans '8-13. ) Help us to pray earnestly that the chlldren

-of God may 11ve a.fter the spirit, those who worshlp God nlust worship him in
" spirit ‘and truth. “Intoxicants’ kill not only in this world but also beyond. the -

tomb, for no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom o God. ~ (Gal. 5-21) We

- also favor tha suspension of any Free Will Baptist Minister. who is a dram-

f”,;,drinker (I Cor. 6- 15' Hebrews 2-15-16). It makes wrecks of many homes
© -~ drinker; " (I Cor, 6-15; Hebrews 2-15-16).: It makes wrecks of many homes.
- 'We further -state as a body of Free Will: Baptists ‘that we will ‘not toler-

‘side of a- world swide prohibition as we know that if we\protect our boys and

glrls our wives and ourselves we must put the demon king -alechol out of
‘ co‘mmlssmn for where ever aleohol-is: used it sows the seed ‘of woe and
3 mlsery Its path is’ strewn w1th suffermg, death and destructlon

' : N AN OZella thtleﬁeld Chalrman.

o
O

G : s ‘ therature

) We recommend the Blble as the. man of our counc11 We' would urge . -
each and every .one’ ‘to Tead. the: word. of God more prayerfully: and -insist’

! that we become more closely unlted on 1s teachmgs and ‘hold up.the’ hand. -
" of the m1n1 try and the banner of Christ. We further recommend that each’

: zand every member read the Free. W111 Baptlst paper the-New Morning Star,

. prmted at’ Tecumseh Ok]a and the Free W111 Baptlst paper prmted ‘at

Aydon North Car . -
) M J. Gllbert Chalrman

~ . [ .
. - . .
-0

L OBITUARY T e o

~ .

We, your commlttee on Obltuary, report as follows: It is with sadness‘

- of heart” that we bow submlssxve to the ‘call of our beloved .Brothers ‘and

Slsters, Peggs: Bro. W. M. thtlefleld Sister Lizzie Littlefield, _Sister- Cora.

- Easley, Sister Mamie Stevens. “Good Hope: Bro. Steve Sisney.: New Home:
"Sister Dona Franks, Bro. Willie Blevens: and Slster Gency Blevens" Flelds
‘ Chappel Margaret Dandrldge e e

: - R i stter M C Musgraves! Chalrman

O

: ":,h\," O RS CREDENTIALS

We your commlttee on Credentials beg- leave to report as follows We

flnd ‘A. B.. Eurkerhart’s credentlals to be Orthodox, but we (cant agree on

Brother C Ww. Thompson s papers-and recommend him to be ordamed while

Tt



' We find Bro.. D. M. Purdom’s credentlals to be Orthodox.

r

here at the. ASsociation. We fmd Bro. J. V. Pates credentials to be Orthodox. o

N N - : - WAL thtlefleld Chau'man.

o . . n
. O

We, your commlttee on Ministérs and Deacons characters, have found
all in good order except A. R. Vanbrunt who' it is commonly reported has
taken in with the Holy Roller Falth and has varied from the Faith and order
of the- Free Will Baptists- -and ‘we the committee recommend that we drop /
A, R Vanbrunt and A. T Ohver and the presbytry demand their-credentials.

T F. Attebury

O
O

Vx’i,l\/[oved and icarriedh by ,unanirnous vote that the' 'next-Association- be -
“held . with Red Bird church 8 miles northeast of Wells~and 4 miles_southeast -
‘of Onapa at Union Grove s"chool house on the M.’ K. & T. railroad.*

'

O

O

i o FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS - o
Second bth Sunday meetmg to be held at Pleasant Valley No 1 Hulbert L
< Oklahoma. d
. Second 5th Sunday meetm gto be held with- NeW Harmony, Locust Grove
Oklahoma : -
- Third 5th Sunday meetmg to be held w1th Nowata church Brlartown, Okla.
‘Rev. G. W. Benton to preach- the introductory sermon.. Rev. T. 8.
Plland to be his alternate at our next Association. - Bro, L. W. Mann and-
Bro. F F. Mann are to care for the tabernacle h : T ‘

’ . -0

Moved and carried that we extend o'ur heart felt thanks to Falwell church
and “community for thelr kindness  and hospltahty durlng the sﬂ:tmg' of -

 this Assoc1at10n.. - . : ] .

AdJourned to meet at the place above mentloned on I‘rlday ‘night.
_before the 3rd Sunday in August, 1921, Rev J. N Musgraves, Moderator,
‘Rev. J W Graham, Assmtant

v,
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Church Letter to ’l‘he Assoclatlon

. Frdm _____‘--__.._-___.‘..;;_church to the Grand River Assoclatlon of
" Free Will Baptists, when assembled with_Z__:_ fero—io——-—church. We send
. as delegatey from our church’ _;_____-____;;_;______-___' _____ whom " we .~

- - pray you to.receive to sit with’ you and aid you in your, dehberatlon Sta- . ¢
" - tistical report is ‘as “follows: State of religion, state of prayer meeting

s state of- Sunday School, number of- members Siloli___number excluded~_ :
Ll ¢ number dlsmxs’sed___e__'___'__, number dfed _______ ).
“ number received since ' last _Association il , days . of meet- -
SRR Y- S Zo-i_l_,-paid ‘pastor $._sZ____l__, minute funds __i.____l___ T
~ we have elected Rev. ——-:434-—-———-‘ _______ '__-_.L_'_-for our. Pastor for the
ensu;mg year. R - e ~ :
“Done in . church conference this the--'.-i-i-d’ay’. of _____.____21920.
. mmmemeSelliellioloiilolllliolo Moderator
P O. o T laio Ll llllliiliiool
Cedioeioo TLliolall LlLlll N oleaon C hurch Clerk.
. PO, _siciili- RS SRS

’ Thls certifies that j‘;;;._.;______;-______-___-;___:_;_IS a I‘nember—’in
-good standmg of the Free Will Baptist church at ____‘____'__«__ _______ _and
as such we recommended him to the-following of God’s people. : R

Done by order of church in conference ;-.".-,_T_T_______;__L_;IQ___,
e T e e Ll e Moderator.
R N SR LSS S o) ) 3
. - : Deacons Letter o = RN <
Thls s to certlfy ‘that Brother__;».;;_;_r'__;____;__f;;_;__ls\a worthy

deacon of our church and we recommend him as being worthy of his calling.’

s Done in church conference thls
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Yonkers Valley~ [Lizzie Patton ____ __’_ <= =--zi Yonkers, Okla, -
" Strawberry - .._ Pearl Howard____.__ __- e e 2 Porter, Okla. =
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“Garden City. -_.______._ M. Roberts. _.____.____ 2iel’ —o _-Tulsa, Okla. .
., Nowater _=____ L. ____|Naney Hatfield —.__l__ _.'-- Briartown, Okla. -
Macet{iona ____________ Lee Woolard ..l _..._ -- - Webber Falls, Okla.
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