MINUTES OF THE

Fifty-Sixth Annual Session

of the

Grand River Association

of

Free Will Baptist

Convened Two Miles North and Two Miles West of Coweta,
Oklahoma, On Thursday Night Before The Third
Sunday in August, 1949.

OFFICERS

Elder Virgil Florence, Moderator
Elder Carl Hembree, Assist. Moderator
Sister Rosa Estes, Clerk
Sister Ozella Littlefield, Assistant Clerk
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'No motlon shall be dlscussed thhout bemg seconded e

Order of Business

. Read Ietters from churches
. Election of Offxcers Sotwenndl anomniiaeld e
. Reception of new churches.

. VInvxtatlon ‘to: visiting brethren to take seats.

.£Call for, Correspondence

.’Appomtment of Commxttees

. ,Appomtment of Correspondents

Electlon of mmlster to preach the 1ntroductory

u:‘oo"-'q c:'U!‘.»bootqr-l

, Call for reports of Commlttees

—
o

. AdJournment of Assoc1at10n

RuleS*of Order

L,At every meetmg, busmess shall be opened and conducted by prayer -
‘by: the Moderator or. whosoever he may request ;

7M1nlsters and deacons present 1nv1ted to seats. are allowed to take

part in’ the "discussion on-all  subjects and vote.

~Those-who' speak shall, rlse and address the’ Moderator Personal re-
-flections, shall be avmded in-all discussions. - : o

When motion has been made and seconded -and a member opposes

.. the.discussion, the Moderator. shall put: the:question: '“Shall 1t be dlS-'
g 'cussed"" If negatlve the questlon shall not be dlscussed .

CIf any proposmon or motion under dxscussxon contams two ‘or more
" points, it shall be. dwlded at the’ request of, any member and a vote
Cotaken.. U LU LN N . sp 30 : . )

Motlons made and lost shall not be recorded

. ,.‘4

" No one’ shall speak more than thce on any questlon thhout specxal
. leave of the: Moderator S .

All questions dec1ded by a magonty of the members present
No member shall absent hlmself w1thout specxal leave of Moderator

‘.Mmutes shall. be 1e1surely read and corrected before the; close of the
Association, if necessary.

In future sessions:of; the : Assoc1atlon arrangements shall be made to

FRC 1nsure two or more sermons each day, or: other equlvalents
3.

The Rules of Order ‘shall be distinctly read from the chaxr 1mmedxately :
after the organization of the Association.

Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular sess1on of the
Assoc1at10n ’ )

S



Yearly Meeting or _Annuaf Aesociation Conétitntion

Article 1. This  Yearly Meeting ~or Association ‘shall -be called the
Grand River Association and shall be composed of such regularly organized
and well disciplined Free Will Baptist churches, convemently located as
may embody themselves under this Constitution. .

Article 2. The Conference of this Yearly Meeting or Association shall
consist of delegates from the several churches of which it is composed, -
every church being entitled to three delegates or three alternates :

Article 3. The offices of thlS Yearly Meetmg or. Assocxatxon shall
be a standing clerk and treasurer, and’'a Moderator, who shall be chosen at
every session of the yearly meeting or Assomatlon with such assistants as
may be found necessary.

Article 4. Any well organiied’and ')Weilijre’gulated Free Will Baptist

church, composed of such members as conform to the practices and adopt .
thé doctrines of the Free:Will Baptist denomination,:as published in the -~

Treatise of their Faith, and:in the Minutes of the:National Association, and
are in favor of all the benevolent enterprises of the denomination, may at
any time, upon apphcatlon by vote of thlS body, become a member thereof

: Article 5.  This -Yearly Meetmg or Association’ shall have ' power to
discipline the churches of which it is'composed, and to exclude them for
disorderly walks, if labor proves unsuccessful; but in no case to reverse
thelr dec151ons, nor to 1nterfere w1th any of thelr 1nterna1 regulatlons

Artxcle 6. The sessions - of thlS Yearly Meetmg or Assoc1atlon shall be
held on Thursday night before: the third Sunday in-August each year, at
which time it shall be the duty of the churches of which this Yearly Meet-
ing or Association is composed to represent:themselves by letter and dele-
gates, and report their standing, prospects;’and statistics; at-which time
the Association shall act upon such questions and topics as may be referred
to it by its respective churches and transact such.other business not re-
pugnant to this Constitution, nor to the practices of the denomination, as
in its judgment may promote the cause of Christ.and the interests of the
churches and Quarterly Meetmgs w1thm the hmlts of this: Yearly Meetmg
or Assoc1at10n o T L - L

 Article 7. :This Yearly Meetlng or’ Assocxatlon shall have ‘power.’ to
adopt any regulations or by laws, not inconsistent with this Constltutlon,
which may be- deemed essentlal to ‘the further regulatlon of 1ts sessmns

Article 8.: This Constltutlon may be altered or amended by a vote‘of
.the Yearly Meeting or Assoc1at10n at any regular session, notice .of such
intended alteration . havmg been glven in wr1tmg and recorded at the next
prevmus sesswn L . o ;
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T:) Havlng given ourselves to God by falth ln Chrlst and adopted the Word ot God
as our rules of faith- and practlce, we now. glve ourselves to one another by the wlll
of God in thls solemn covenant

et P

_ance of evil,” to abstaln from all sln musements and unholy conformlty to the
world from all’ sanctlon of the use and sale of intoxlcating beverages, and t
vlde thlngs honest in the slght of all men o i

i

scriptures, secret prayer, famny devotlons, ‘and’ soclal worshlp, and by self—denial
faith and good works endeavor to “grow in grace and knowledge ot our Lord and

Savlor Jesus Christ.” ST SRR T SUE L LT

s opmes fi STERLE N RIS ET S R R N

We wlll not Iorget the assembllng of ourselves together for church conferences,
public worship. and the observance of .the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay -
according to our ability for the support of the: church' of 1ts poor,:and all its benevo-
lent work. : :

We agrce to accept Christlan admonltlon and reproof with meekness and to
“atch over one another"ln love, endeavorlng to “heep the unlty of the splrlt" ln the
bonds of. peace, to be careful ot one another s happiness and reputatlon and seek to
strengthen the weak encourage the affllcted admonish the errlng, “and as far as we
arc able promote the success ot the church and of the Gospel i

P TSR T A

‘ We will everywhere hold Chrlstlan prlnclples sacred and Chrlstlan obltgatlons
and enterprises supreme, counting- it' our chief busliness to extend 'the influence of
Christ in soclety, constantlypraying.and toillng .that:.the Kingdom of God may
" comie, and His .will . will:be done, in‘earth as: 1t is ln heaven AT s BT SIS

To thls end we agree to labor for the promotlon ot educatlonal and denomina-
tlonal enterprlses, the support of missions, the success of Sunday Schools, and evan-
gelistlc eftorts for. the. salvation of the ‘world. And may the God of peace sanctify ‘us
wholly, and preserve us blameless unto-the comlng of - our Lord Jesus Christ. Lo




Articles of Faith

~ . 1. God: We believe in one true and living God; composed of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit equal in divine ‘essence, power and glory. St. John 1:1;°1 Cor 8:6,
I John 5:7, and St. John 10:30.

2. We beiieve the Bible which is composed of, scriptures of the Old and New
Testament was given by inspiration of God I Tim 3: 16 17. All scripture is glven
by Inspiration of God, and is profitabie for doctrine, for reproof for correction, for
instruction in righteousness That the man of God may be perfect thoroughiy fur-

nished unto’ all’ good *work. 'And * only infalliblé rule of faith and practice II Peter
1:19-21; II Tim. 3-14-17;: Danlel '10:21; ‘Acts 1:16-17; Matt. 21:42,% ¢ -

: 3. “We believe that God created man good, gave him a just law by which he
4shou1d be governed with promise of reward for faithfulness and with penalties of
punishment for disobedience Gave man power of free moral agency t ) choose the
right and reject the wrong, ‘but our first parents heeded the voice of the great enemy
. of souls. Voluntarily transgressed ‘the’ law ot God Feil with all their posterity under
the just penalty of the same, and was unable of thelr own power to extricate or
save themselves from _the great dilemma into which they had. lfallen. God gave them
the hope of salvation through the coming of Christ Gen 1 27 Gen 2; 16-17 Rom :
111135 Psa 3723-24 Heb 29-10 . . S SO :

LY

4, We believe that Jesus Christ by His birth death burial rand resurrectionr
purchased our pardon and ‘offered it freely to vall mankind ‘upon the principles of
repentan_ce toward God and faith In the Lord: Jesus.Christ, He now:commands all

. men everywhere to; repent. Therefore: He sayeth “'Look ‘unto- Tne iand ibe’ ‘saved! all
ends of the earth,:for I am' God and there 1s none else,”’” Matt 4:17; 'Isa. 45 22; Acts E
20:21, IR

5. We believe that ali persons dying in infancy and ail idiots are saved by the
atoning merits of the Son of God without any acts on thetir p rt. That persons com-
ing to years of accountability, transgressing the law “of God must upon their part
exercise faith in Jesus Christ through repentance toward God at the completion of
which pardon ‘takes place in the mind ot ‘the Father and by the Hoiy Spirit they :
" pass thru the ordeal of regeneration, are washed in ‘the blood of the Tamb and are
planted in the kingdom ot Christ St John 3 Mat 19’1322 II Cor. 7 10; Luke

.18 16-17 St John 4 11-16 Psalms 98 3 Col 1 13 T

We believe -that ali true believers in Christ should: persevere in divine grace
and in the knowledge of.the truth that. God’s grace' is sufficientito help-them’to
overcome all the obstacles of life and that all the combined forces of the great enemy
of souls on earth.and:in hell or in His eternal abode are not able to pluck them from °
His hand so long as they walk In the path of duty, but ‘those who sidestep and - wil-

. Tully refuse or.neglect to perform-thelr duty they would backsiide, and if persistently
continually,” would be eternaily lost.: IT Cor. 9:10; I Peter-1: 4-8; I'Peter 2:2; Romans‘
8:35-39; I Cor. 10:1-13; Hebrews 12:15-17; I John 5:16; Heb. 6: 1-6; I Tim. ‘4: 1-2
Heb, 3:12; Matt, 12:31-32. : '

7. We belleve that Christian baptism is the immersion of beilevers in water, in
the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost. In which is represented the burlal
and resurrection of Christ, and on'ly those who have come under the presbytery of

N
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elders are qualified to administer the same. Any church found guilty will be dealt
with. and excluded from the Assoclation. Matt. 3: 14-16; I Peter 3:21; St. John 3:23;
Acts 10:4-7; Matt 28 29

8. We belleve that the Lord’s Supper and “ashlng ot feet are ordlnances of the
Gospel of Christ. The Lord's Supper was" ‘Instituted by our Savlor to commemorate
His broken body and-shed blood for the slns ‘of the world and’ to show our remem-
brance of Him until He comes. All' Christians have a rlght to the Lord 'S Supper. and
that right Is a birthright. Let 2 man examine hlmselt and’ so let him eat The wash-

ing of feet was 1nst1tuted by our Lord at the same time that the supper was lnstl-;

tuted ‘as an act ‘of humanlty to show our 1ove for each other, and both ordmances
should be perpetuated by all Chrlstlans untll His comlng Luke 22 19 20; 1 Cor 11 20—
29; St. John 13: 1-18 Mat 26 26-29. i

9 We belleve in a dlvlne call of minlstry. that God in His onodness and power
of grace Impresses His ministers with the -burden- of lost souls,. to the extent the
call becomes Irresistible with personal conviction so that they yield to the call and

- exercise thelr native gifts according to the scrlptures with a full reliance upon'Hlm.
He accompanles them .in:the person of the Holy Spirit to guide them in the way of .

truth and bless their: labors: accordlng to His purpose Jonah 1:1;° Jer 1:5; Marh
3:14; Acts 13:42-48; Matt, 28:19, : R :

710, We belleve that sanctltlcatlon' is the work of God's grace by which 't'hosmxlv

is cleansed from all sin and wholly “consecrated Christ. It taLes place in regenera-

tion, and the Christlan can and should abide in this state ot the end of llfo, con-’

stantly growlng in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. I Cor. 6:11;
Thes 2 13 St. John 17: 17 Heb 12:14; Pml 3 21-22; Thes. 5:19-23; II Tlm 2 20

11, We belleve in the resurrectlon of the dead, both of righteous and the un--
rlghteous when the resurrectlon shall take place.: The soul and the body shall be,

recetved Into everlastlng happlness to.reign.with God forever, but the wicked shall

g0 away into everlastlng punlshment Matt. 28 6; St. John 5:28-29;- 1 Cor. 15 51-.;8.'

Rev. 20:15; Murk 9:43-44.

12. We belleve the soul is endless, hence* does not die wlth the body, but- Im-

mediately after death enters Into consclous state of happlness or ‘misery according

to the spiritual character here possessed Phil, 1,23, Luker23.43, Rev.” 6:9; Luke“

16:19- 25; Matt, 10:28.

'13. We belleve that the invisible or. splrltual church is the redeemed in the',
aggregate, is the family of God, is. composed of all true Christians of every’ congre-'
gation, from righteous able to the restitution-for all things from every kindred na<

tion, tongue and people. The’visible church of Christ is a congregation of faithful
men and .women, having obtalned fellowship wlth the Lord and with each other,

agreelng to keep up .a good. dlsclpllne and ‘doctrine accordlng to the rule of the :
gospel, Eph, 3:16 21- Heb, 12:22.23; 1 Peter 2 5; Acts 2:47; Eph. 2 20-22; Thes 1 1 :

Acts'16:5; 'John 1:10; Matt. 18:17.

14, We belleve that there will be a general unlversal judgment \\hen all men .
shall be judged according to their works, whether they be good or bad, and that”
Immedlately thereafter the wicked shall enter Into everlasting punlshment and. the

rlghteous into eternal happiness. II Thes. 1:4-9; Rev 14: 9-13 Luke 16 23; Revi 20:
1-8; II Cor. 5:10; Matt. 12:36-37; Rev. 20:12-13.
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Law of the Supper -

The Lord’s Supper was mstltuted for God's people. They all have" ‘equal
rights to the supper and that right is birthright, For.by.one spirit are we
all baptized into one body (I.Cor,.12:13). This is not a water baptism but
a spiritual baptism. Again Christ says, “I’m the door, by me if any.man
enter in he shall be saved » St. John 10:9. “He that entereth not by the.door
of the sheepfold but chmbeth up some other way, the -same is a .thief.and
a robber.” (John 10:1). Chrlst is not- water baptlsm, and yet He is the door.
There is but one door and Christ says He is that door, and he that cometh
in by that.door shall ‘have full fellowshlp and equal rights with all other
Christians. Let a man examine himself and so let him eat_ of that bread
and drink of that cup, for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth
and drinketh damnation to himself not to the church but to hlmself It 1s
a. personal matter in Judgmg and eatmg T AR

-1

The church that does judge and exclude ‘any of God’s people is not
'actmg in .keeping ‘with the. instructions given the church at' Corinth. To
thus judge and exclude one.of the children of God-is: to offend:the:child:
so judged and excluded. Now listen to Christ: “He that offends.one of these:
little ones that believe in me, it were better for him that a mill stone were
“hung about his neck and that he were drowned in ‘the depths of- the sea.
Matt 186 I Cor 10: -30; 13:32. e S : .

It is contended that they of the same faxth and order should be entxtled
to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I admit that the true" falth is the means by
which ‘men become: Christians. If-this is what'is meant by the same falth I

- shall not object. We are agreed, but if sect is to be inferred, I object. “As to’
order, if nothing but-gospel order is -meant, very:well; but I 'do" not think"
that one child of God could dictate® just what another should beheve or to
what church he should belong in order that he may be’in the right church,
for the church is but an organic body of Christians,’and simply:placing your

name on the roll book of the best church on earth does:not make you a
Christian, neither will a like process in the worst church make a sinner. The
Eunuch beheved and was baptized. What church-did he join?.Here is faith
and here is order. Now I ask if the Eunuch were to wish to commune with,
some of the churches would he be allowed the right? No, he is not.of the
same faith and order; yet he is admitted in heaven. But nay, he could not
be-admitted to a sectarian-table. At.the Lord’s table all his people have a
perfect right, be he whom he may and when the'supper is set and-all-of:
God’s people are not invited, it is not the Lord’s supper but a sectarian sup-.
per, so we, being many, are one body- in Christ; and every member:one of
another. (Romans 12:5). And the way we’ become one body is by.being bap-
tized into that body and of course that is by spiritual baptism. He that gets
in by water baptism, the same is a thief'and a robber; and when any one-
gets into that body in a legal way he has a legal right to all the benefits and
privileges of that body, for, we, being many, are one bread and one body,
for we are all partakers of that one bread (I Cor. 10:17).-By partaking we
exhibit a oneness of that body.. What is:meant by we? It.certainly means
all Christians of all ages when you come together tarry for another; be of
one mind, but let the word of God control the mind. If it had been intended
by the Sav1or that the supper should be guarded as some attempt to guard
it, God would have endowed the Judges with wisdom to dlscern the pure-



‘from the impure. But the standpoint from-which they judge is water bap-'.
tism and a legal administration of the same, so if baptism by immersion
is a legal administration this settles the matter and Christian character is
left entirely out, by which some made a woeful mistake for after all this
precau’uon some are found unworthy of the least of any pr1v11eges of any
church. To admit immersion to be the only mode. of baptism, .and:a- true
believer receiving it, is this not right? Some would answer if by legal ad-
- inistrator. This, all that is wanting, is ‘it not a purely personal matter? If.
:50, he has been as truly baptized as anyone. It is the duty.of the preacher
-to baptize and the applicant to be baptized. When his is done each has per-
formed a personal duty. If I had never been baptized and had to wait until
I found one whom I knew to be a legal admxmstrator I would never be bap-
‘tized at-all as I cannot'know' ‘the heart of man ‘Two actmg 1n concert ‘acting

’ in good faith and the other not—the one 1s blessed and ‘the other is not.
'Every Christian “is strlctly respons1ble for his acts and not for another
‘Simon the sorcerer believed and ‘was baptized, and that by a legal admmxs-
trator -and yet it is discovered that he is not a Christian. So we see that
baptism. by .a legal administrator does )not_,confer any 'claims: upon-him' to
any - Christian rights  as this case proves to be a personal matter, as we
clearly see that the apostle dxd hlS duty and Slmon d1d not or v1ce versa.

"~ The apostle, 1nsp1red all: he was, d1d not- discérn > the - ev1l of Slmons
heart, neither can we know the heart of man. When we do our study it is
ours. When an-applicant it is His. So we find that faith, repentance, bap-
tism and the Christian duties are all. personal and accountable to God:and
not unto man. Various are the opinions of ‘men and the ways we aceount for
them in the capamty of men; and if we should use the capacity. that God has
'glven 1 do, not think that we should be. eternally condemned for what we
cannot’ help. The church' of Christ’ is divided into many’ members, but 1t is
one spiritual body and Christ the head and they should have the same care
for.the other, as the natural body has for its members, yet they do not per-
{)oxzim the same: offlce ~yet -they - should : subserve the ‘same interest of the

0 y .

. Should Chrlstlans all commune together at the Lord’s Table? I answer
what the Lord has ;|omed together,‘let no man put asunder ’ . i

B We have forty -nine states in the Union. They are, all equally free and
mdependent states, and yet they are one united, and have one great central
point at which to meet and testify that they are free and lndependent states
and yet but one nation. All Christians should have one  central point at
which to meet and let the world know:that they are: one. Let that be the
Lord’s table. Christians feel alike if they do not think:alike. They can preach
together, pray- together, sing together and love together, and should-.they
not commune together? And will they not all meet at last in the same holy
and happy land together? Then a union and free communion is forced upon
us. Christ said at the last supper that he would drink no more of the fruit
of the vine with us till He drank anew in His kmgdom Then all Christians
of all ages will sit around one communion table in heaven. As we find our-
selvis assembled around one Lord’s table in Heaven, so should it:be’on
eart

——



sxty of a rule govermng the mmlstry and members

_rlght way and go off in sin. ;i

i e (q'-‘Arrangementsr'_*

- We, your committee on arrangements, beg to report as follows Tak-
ing into consxderatlon the surrounding 01rcumstances and seemg the neces-

Be 1t resolved that the Assocratlon fOI‘bld the mlmsters of the Grand

‘River Association speaking disrespectfully of ‘one another and anyone found
-guilty of such-conduct shall be liable to charge and dealth w1th as 1t may ‘
‘be- deemed necessary : : :

Be 1t resolved that any mlnlster of thxs Assomatlon asplrmg to the

'evangehstlc fielq, ‘it shall be the duty of ‘each. church to assist him: in his
fwork and this Assocratlon has empowered the. Moderator and Clerk ‘with

the authority to as51st the evangehst with recommendatlons 1f ‘he. be found
worthy - . . -

“Be’ 1t resolved that we fOI‘bld any of our mlnlsters challengmg any
denommatlon to debate. b :

Be 1t resolved that we fOI‘bld the members of our churches from glv-
ing, going to, .or :participating.in :play. parties. or -dances and any found
guilty of such offense shall be :liableand charged and dealt-with as may
be deemed necessary, as it is.the cause of our young people to: forsake the

‘Be it resolved that we fOI‘bld our mmlsters or members of our churches '
of thls Association, preachlng or teachmg sanct1f1catlon as,a second definite

. work” ‘of grace separate or apart from the regeneratwn of holmess,,or

conversmn ; .
AN il

:Be:it resolved ‘that every church that calls a mmlster to- the pastoral
care, should minister to his support as God has- prospered them. :

Be it resolved, that any of our preachers or churches found to be toler-

’ ating the doctrine of unknown tongues, shall. be. considered guilty’ of heresy

and shall be required: to -make acknowledgments to thls body or. stand

. suspended

. .. Be 1t resolved that the’ doors of all church property belonglng to, the
Free Will Baptlst be open to all mmlsters 1n good standmg w1th the
Assoc1at10n SRS -

0 Be 1t resolved ,that the deacons and clerks of the several churchesv

|urge- upon thelr meinbers: the .great need ‘of finance and ‘urge’ that each

member assess h1m or herself what they feel able to be pa1d 1nto the church
treasury as may be de51gnated by sa1d body s .

Be 1t resolved that there be no one ordaxned to the mlmstry havmg
two or more 11v1ng compamons That from this on: the mlmsters creden-

tials are deemed property of this® Assoc1atlon PR . e by g;»—

R



PROCEEDINGS :

THURSDAY NIGHT

“ The Fifty-Sixth Annual session of the Grand vaer Assocxatlon of Free
Wlll Baptists, opened with the congregation singing. " . L
-Invocation by Rev. Willard Day followed by spec1al s1ng1ng o
.. Rev. Edd Hobbs, Sand Springs, Okla., took charge of a sp1r1tua1 test1-
mony service. Preaching services were turned to the two oldest ministers,
Rev. Harvie Mashburn, Haskell, Okla., and Rev. J. N. Musgraves, Pryor,
:Qkla.-Scripture -1st ‘chapter of Psalms Text, 1st verse of the 15th chapter
of Psalms.: Very spmtual messages Services closed by handshake and
prayer . . . . . . 3 :

i3 e . FRIDAY MORNING—Q 00 O’CLOCK
The Assoc1at10n re- assembled at 9:00 o’clock with Rev. Jess Stepp, Has-
‘kell,:OKla., in charge:of:the song service. Prayer by Rev. Cecil. Lane Tulsa,
Okla Moderator' declared: the ' Association “in - conference. -
Rev. Carl Pollard, Peggs, Okla read the 5th- Chapter of lst Thessa-
lonians ‘andfollowed by prayer, “i ¢
. Letters were read and approved and delegates seated by the Moderator
~“and Assistant Moderator gwmg the delegates the rlght hand of Chrlst1an
fellowship. s
.7 - Election of. offlcers was as follows :
01 -1 Rev. ' Virgil Florence Moderator, 1170 N Blrmlngham place Tulsa
Kla.
~Rev. Carl Hembree, Ass1stant Moderator Cushmg, Ohla
Mrs. Rosa Estes, Clerk, Pryor, Okla., Rt. No. 2.
Mrs. Ozella thtlefleld Assxstant Clerk .Pryor, Okla
Rules were read by the Assistant Moderator
-Called for visiting Associations; received one: The Eureka Association.
Llotion was made and:seconded that:we' recelve ‘the" letter and seat dele-
gates. Motion carried. P L .
- Adjourned for 11 00 ocloclf serv1ce , o

+

FRIDAY MORNING—11 00 O’CLOCK ; :

:- Congregationcalled together by~ singingiled by Rev. Jess Stepp, Has-
kell Okla. Miss Rosehe Florence Tulsa, plamst Prayer by Bro Wlll La-
Fave, Stigler, Okla. : .

\This" being’ the- mtroductory serv1ce, Rev Oron Estes took the stand
HlS scripture was :the 3rd:chapter of Jonah beginning:with -the 6th’ verse.
He was followed by Rev. John Reel who read the 5th chapter of 1st Thes-
salonians. Text: 21st verse, “Prove’all things; hold fast that which is good.”
. These stirring messages were- enjoyed by all. Dismissed by prayer.

FRIDAY EVENING—2:00 O’CLOCK

The body’ assembled for'the afterndon. session according to’ the’ pro-
gram Singing was led by’ Rev Jess: Stepp, Haskell,- Okla. Prayer by Bro.
Lee Jones.  The business was' contmued as the assomatlon was st111 in con-
ference

:‘Motion’ carrled that the ‘body grant the Moderator and A551stant Mod-
erator the power to appoint all committees.

. The following ‘were appointed to the’different committees: f*

" Devotional -Committee: Bro 0. C ‘VIann Slster Salhe Townsley, Bro
Jack ‘Hammonds. ¢ =

Credentials- Commlttee Rev Carl Pollard chalrman Rev Cec1l Lane,
Bro. F, F..Mann." 4

~Temperance Commlttee Bro Clarence Howard chalrman, Bro Del-~
- bert Hand, Rev. George Whlttmgton L

o




Union of Churches Cormmttee——-Rev H S Martin, chairman, Bro. Le-
marr, Bro. John Meadows. "~ -

Sabbath Schools Commxttee——stter Faye Holcome, chalrman, Sister
- Emma Rutherford, Bro. Jim Fain,. . -

Literature Comrmttee—— Slster Icle Chrlstlan, chairman, Bro. Johnme
‘thtlefleld Bro. Lackey.

Obltuary Committee: Sister Mmme Baker, chaxrman Slster Mar1e Blrd
Bro. George Smith.

) ‘Resolution Commlttee—Rev Gene Rlddles, chalrman Rev B111 Ketch-
um, Bro. Alvin Baker.

: Finance Commlttee——-Bro Chester Pomt chalrman Bro Mounts, SIS-
ter Thornton. . .o . o .

Standing Committees: , '

i Upkeep of Grounds: A report of the Upkeep of Grounds was read and
approved and the committee, which consisted of Bro. Jim Forbes, chair-
man, Bro. Alvin Baker and: Rev. Cecil -Lane, was retamed Motlon carr1ed to
extend a standing vote of thanks to this board. ‘

Examlmng Board: - Rev. J. N.-Musgraves was . elected on. Exammmg
Board for 3 years, moving Rev. Blll Ketchum down to 2 years, and Rev.
J.. W. Gage down to 1 year. ‘!

Orphanage Board: Rev. ‘Oron Estes was elected ‘on. the Orphanage
-Board for 3 years, moving Rev. Jess Stepp down to 2 years and Rev Vlrgxl
Florence to 1 year. : S

Rev. Jess Stepp gave an oral report on the Orphanage

A report of the Resolution Committee was: called.for. Resolutlon No
1.—Be it resolved that we take an offering for ‘Rev. Edd ‘Sunday . durmg
this setting of the Association. Carried. Offerlng $88.50. )

Call for reading of mlnutes of the 5th: Sunday meetmgs Mlnutes were
read and approved, Lol

Motlon to ad]ourn untll 9 o) clock Saturday mornmg

} FRIDAY NIGHT—-7 30 OCLOCK

Servxces opened by singing led by Rev.: Dixon Gurley, Locust Grove
Okla; Several special songs. Prayer by Rev. Mclntire. '

Following the offering taken for Rev Edd Sunday, Rev. Jess Stepp
led in a prayer of thanks.. : .
o A very spmtual devotlonal servxce was led by Bro Leroy Denton
oweta.” . .- )

Preaching by Rev H. S. Martm Wagoner followed by Rev Luther
Littlefield, Pryor. Text: Romans 8: 18 For I recond that the: sufferings of
this - present- time: are..not worthy to be - compared w1th the glory whlch.
shall be revealed in us. - e
v We had ‘a wonderful serv1ce Closed by handshake and prayer

SATURDAY MORNING—-9 00, O’CLOCK

. Opened by smgmg led by - Rev Jess Stepp, Haskell Prayer - led by
Rev. ‘Howard. Gage, Pryor. Romans 12 read by: Bro.. Ancil Mastern. .. ..
.. ... Motion carried that we represent by letter to  our correspondmg or
sister Associations. Delegates appointed:
Poll Eléreka Association: Rev. and: Sister Carl Pollard and stter Hugh
ollar . .

State Association:  Sister Laura Arnold Slster Ozella L1ttlef1eld and
Bro. Alvin Baker. .

Eastern Oklahoma Bro Jlm Fam, Slster Mae Carnes, Rev. and Slster
Carl: Hembree. = .-

Regular Umted Bro and stter Harrls Gurley, Rev and Slster I-Iow-
ard Gage. | : .

-Antioch: Rev John Reel ‘and Rev. Vlrgll Florence
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‘Bro. McGhee gave an oral report-on the Landmark Church and their

- progress.

. An offering was.taken to send. with the de]egates to the, State Asso-
ciation.: Offering, $26.75. ... -
Motion carried that Rev. R."J. Howard serve on the Examlmng Board
in. the absence of Rev. Jake Gage.

Sister Laura Arnold, Haskell .was elected as a representatlve to the'

Natlonal Association. - i
Placing of 5th Sunday Meetings: - : R ; L
1st Fifth Sunday Meeting Cushing

2nd Fifth Sunday Meeting _ Cole
3rd Fifth Sunday Meeting ... ; . Ceevaent : : Haskell
- 4th Fifth Sunday Meeting- Peggs

. Motion carried that we: adJourn business until 1:30 o clock

SATURDAY MORNING—11 00 O’CLOCK

ThlS bemg the regular txme for the Memorial service to be preached,
Rev. Bill Ketchum took the stand with Rev. Carl Hembree following.

L Prayer by Sister Hembree. Scripture, 4th chapter of Mark. Text, 35th
verse—"I.et us pass over to the other side.” This was a glorlous service
with the Holy Spirit manifested throughout the entlre congregatlon Closed
by handshake and prayer : ) :

v

SATURDAY AFTERNOON-—Z 00 O’CLOCK

Opemng by. singing. Prayer led by Rev. McIntxre Scripture read by
Rev. Leroy Littlefield, 1st chapter of ist Cor.
Rev. Edd Sunday ‘and Rev. Jess Stepp were elected to preach the intro-
ductory sermon.
Rev. Virgil Florence and Rev Oron Estes were elected to preach the
ILlemorial sermon.
" Rev. Jake Gage and Rev Jess Stepp were elected to hold the Home-
coming.Revival.

Call for. reports of Commxttees Reports were read and approved and

the Committees -dismissed.
A standmﬂr vote of thanks ‘was °1ven to Rev Carl Hembree, erld
Evangehst

Resolutlon II1. Be it resolved we discuss  some kind of financial pro-'
gram to help finance our Missionaries on foreign fields. This resolution was

tabled until the 1st 5th Sunday meeting. .
Resolution II1." Be it resolved that we add thls form of Church Con-
ference in our minutes. Carried. (See Form of Church Conference).

Resolution IV. - Be it resolved that we prove deacons and mlmsters 1.

year before ordination. Carried.

Resolution V. Be it resolved that we have a 4- day. Youth’ Camp begm-‘

ning on Monday before the Association. Carried, and Resolution adopted.

Motion carried that we retain the Credential Committee until the 1st
5th Sunday Meeting. -

Motion carried that we table the electlng of . the Evangehst unt11 the
lst 5th Sunday Meeting. -

Rev. Dixon Gurley was elected as Young Peoples sponsor and Rev
Howard Gage as assistant sponsor.

-~ Motion carried that this Association grant Rev Mclntire hlS credentlals :
" Motion carrxed that we organize for. the Youth Camp at our 1st 5th.

“" Sunday- Meeting.
Motion carrxed that we take an offermg for our Orphanage Offer-
ing §57.24. .

Motion to adJourn conference until Thursday nlght before the 3rd'

Sunday in August, 1950.
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. SATURDAY NIGHT—7:30 O'CLOCK. -

‘Congregation called together by singing. Several special’ numbers were
presented by the Hogan Quartet and the Claxton Quartet; Prayer by Bro.
Alvin®Baker. Devotional led by Rev. Dixon Gurley. Preaching by one of
Alvin Baker. Devotional led by Rev. Dixon Gurley. Preaching by one of our
12th chapter of Mark. “And thou shalt-love the Lord thy God with all thy.
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and: with’ all thy
strength” ThlS is the flrst Commandment Closed by prayer o

‘ SUNDAY MORNING——Q 00 O’CLOCK o

Opened by smgmo led by Bro. Jack Hammonds, Locust Grove, Ol.la
Prayer by Rev. V1rg11 Florence Tulsa : :

The Devotional Commlttee consxsted of Slster Marguerlte Rutherford,
Sister Betty Hood and Bro, George Smxth Sister Emma Rutherford Clerk

-~ A very good spmtual program was rendered by the young Chrlstlans
from the dlfferent churches., - N . .

Slster Betty Hood Clear Creek was appomted to lead ‘the’ devot10na1
servme A wonderful praise service was enjoyed by all and extended through
the preaching hour. An altar call was given by Rev. Dixon Gurley and one
soul came, Closed by handshake and prayer ;

Commlttce Rep(n ts

Lnterature Commnttee We your Commlttee on therature w1ll remmdl
that we should read any religious. literature with care and compare same
carefully wrth the Brble . _ Slster Icle Chrlstxan—Chaxrman

: Sabbath School Commlttee We your Commxttee on Sabbath: Schoolf
believe in using -the .Bible and Free Will Baptist literature as our guide.
. : Sister Faye Holcome—Chaxrman?v

Umon of Churches Commnttee We your Commlttee on Umon of. Chur-;
ches beg leave to 1epoxt that all churches are in - union as far as.we are
able to find out. L R - Rev, H, S. Martm—-—Chalrmanr

Temperance Commlttee We your Commxttee on’ Temperance beg leave
to report as follows: That we wish to.adopt the old report, which'is as fol-
lows: We ‘should follow the teachings of the’ Blble and be temperate in-all’
things. Wine is a'mocker, strong drink’ is raging, ‘and’ whosoever deceived
thereby is not wise. We recommend that each member of this’ Assocmtlon'
read hlS Blble and follow temperance as. it teaches.

PR : ; ; s Bro C P Howard——Chaxrman

Obntuary Commnttee We your Commlttee on Obituary "report-as fol-
lows: It:is with sadness of heart-we submissively bow to the call of our,
Heavenly Father who removed from our midst Bro. Don McElroy, Bro.
Henry ‘Thornton, :Bro. Henderson Haynes, Bro. Frank- Odle, Sister Nannie
Sitz and Sister Liza Littlefield of the Cole' church; Bro. Author ' Burkley
of Bixby church;- Bro. J. P. Easterly-of Osage: church, Sister Mary . Downs
Sister Sara Thomas stter Daxsy Haman and Sis. Mona Miller.

Sister Mmme Baker—-Chznrman ’

' Fmance COmmlttee We your Commrttee on I‘mance, beg to report that-
we received as follows:: $68.85 Minute funds; $89.00. Upkeep of  Grounds;
$72.00 Homecoming Revival. Bro. Chester Point—Chairman-
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Mi('niste'rs":'?Rep‘(;'rts? |

L \I beg to report my. past years work has been of many blessmgs to me.
I havé pastored ‘one church.: full ‘time, ‘received -24 members, preached 165
sermons, witnessed 61 - conversions,- baptxzed 13 helped in 6 revivals;, re-
celved for my year’s work $846 92 R - o Eld V1rg11 Florence

I beg leave to report as: follows I have traveled 9263 mlles, preached

'147 sermons, w1tnessed 25 cohversmns and- recelved $1 828.3
: . L —_— Carl Hembree

‘1 beg leave to report as follows pastor 1. church full” tlme, preached
175 sermons, witnessed 17 professions, baptized: 11, helped in 1 revival, held
1: 3-nights’ meeting, married 7 ‘couples, . preached 2 funerals, Teceived 14
_members, traveled 5000 mlles, recexved $2 000 with parsonage . furnished
and bills. paid.~ ™ TR : IR : Elder Jess Stepp

¥ -

I beg leave to report my year 'S work I have preached 226 tlrnes, I have
W1tnessed 101 conversions, I have. baptized 55, have traveled.approximately .
20,000 miles, helped organize 1.church, helped ‘build: 2 new . church: build-

.......ings, pastored 2 churches,: have held 10.. revivals, :have married:1 couple, .
conducted- 3: funerals and have received $1,934.35. My prayer .is that God
- will ‘help:me to do more this next:year. : Eld. Bill Ketchum, Rt. 1, Mounds.

Form of Church C onference

. »jCall church in conference, = " e
. “Call for peace of :the church
3. Readmg mmutes of prev1ous ‘sessil

. '.'(Call v151tmg brethren to seats’ m Councﬂ i

. ‘Unfmlshed busmess
] New ‘business.: ,
. ",Are any sick or in distress? . .

.58 What has been done for the support of (the“mmlstry and other mci-‘
dental expenses" : ) o o : '

, 9 A call for confessron
"‘;10 Invitation- for. members
1L AdJournment '




=

~ Ministers’ .Roll.

“Name ' Address | Name U Address
Vitgil Florence—-ll’lo N Blrmlnc'ham -PL.;'| Oral  Thompson . - Tulsa, Oqu

i+ :-Tulsa, Okla:|Carl -Hembree " ‘Cushing, * Okla.
J W Gage ‘ ;i Pryor, Okla. | Joe Eddings ... Pryor, Okla.
‘Jess “Pilant * .. . Salina, Okla. |S. L. Qualls . Okmulgee, Okla.
Earl Ramsey Salina, Okla. |C. A. Headrick Rt. 2, Hulbert, Okla,

Jess Bynum- e Inola, Okla. [ J.. Ni: Musgraves  ....w.......> Pryor, :Okla.
. 'Rt. 2, Pryor, .Okla, {J. D. Stepp ... Box 266, Haskell,; Okl

Oron Estes ...

Luther. Littlefield . .. Pryor, Okla. |Harvie Mashburn ... Haskell, Okla.
/—Howard'Gage . .. 2, Pryor, Okla.|J. J. Keys ... ... Yonkers, Okla.
- T. S. Pilant . Locust, Grove, Okla. C.j H._ Wllley ] : Wheellng, Tulsa,

B8] Sunday i.oviini Haskell, Okla. SR "Okla.

Rt. 2, Hulbert, Okla. Elder Keown .

. Rt. 2; Hulbert, OKla, [C.”G. Austin

H, 8. Martin .. . Wagoner, Okla. | Dixon Gurley .

C.' Q. Askins—205 E. 13th St., Tulsa, OK. | Leroy Littlefleld

John L. Reel—3636 S. Jackson, Tulsa, Ok. P N Qualls

—Bill Ketchum :........... Rt.:1,"Mounds, Okla. ;

Dick: Prather—Rt. 6, Box 689, Tulsa,” Ok.’ Paul Greggs 2

G.  R.  Carner. . ...’ Mounds,  Okla. | Luther. Jones:~

Albert Boswell Locust Grove, Okla. | Carl H..Pollard
R.:J. Howard . Mounds, ‘Okla. | John Alexander, .+ Gall: Creek, :Oregon -
Cecil  Lane—490 e dlson, Tulsa,’ Okla. [ E.:B.- Condit:. ‘Rt.”1,. Salina, ‘Okla.

C. W. Thompson ....... — 1611. E. Marshall, | Elmo Smith ... Okmulgee, Okla,——"

’ Tulsa, Okla Ed Hobbs ... Sand Springs, Okla, s

. Chris Shultz «eneee. ROUtE 1, Pryor, Okla./-—

Mrs. A. T. Hicks

i .. Salina,_Okla
T. E, Dearduff

Locust Grove,: Okla.
“Locust Grove,  Okla, ==
.. Pryor,  Okla.—""
17 N. Oklahoma
Okmulgee, Okla. L
i Pryor,. Okla: ="
..." Pryor,  OKkla.
.*Box’ 252, Spiro, Okla. —

Landmark———Represented by Oral report

— Roll of Churches and Church Clerks —

Church ) o Clerk . T Py . ~ Address

Bixby el "Luella Nelson ooz . Bixby, Okla.

Cole Ollie Sharp g Pryor, Okla.
. Cushing ... S

:623 E. 6th;: Cushing, Okla.

..., Rt. 2, Hulbert, Okla. .
. Rt 1 Mounds Okla.
....... “Rt. 2, Adalr OkKla.

Clear. Creek
Duck Creek . . ;
....Cleta Hopper

Greenbrier

Haskell .. ....Bessie Riddle de 452, Haskell Okla.
Hitchita. ) Ollie Kindell ... ... Rt.: 1, Hitchita, Okla.
Oktaha Elizabeth Mann . Box 16, Checotah Okla.
New HOZAN ...cccccromeecinceen Mrs. H. T. Barnes Rt. 1, ‘Locust Grove,‘Okla.
Osage . Inice Terneus . "Pryor, Okla.
New Home Rachel Forbes ...:. Rt 2 Broken Arrow Okla.
Peggs ... Maudie Pollard , Peggs, Okla.
Shahan. :Ruth’ Peterson’ .. Rt.'2, Broken Arrow, Okla.

.Raymond Washamr

Archer .. .. Star Rt,, Pryor, Okla.
Proctor Ford .Hazel Bradford e ‘Watts, Okla.
Chewey ........ .Nadine Hampton .. Proctor, Okla.
Landmark .Grace Seawright-—4123. So.AZemth ‘Tulsa 6, Okla.
Mounds ....... .Etta Tuttle ... - Box 124, Mounds Okla.
Little Rock .. Ruby HODPEr ..oocoeieaceaienanial SRt 1 Salma; Okla.

Dollle Glenn

Spring Hill ..
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Bixby . ..Sis. Lena Davis, Sis. Rose Lawson and Sis. Jewel Young ....... |0} 2| © | 1]|24|123| 587.85|5.00[4.00[ 5.00] 39.00
Cole ... Bro. Earl True, Bro, Raymond Lasley, Bro. Virgil Brown: . |all] 6] 4]233 5.00(5.00] - -
Cushing Bro. Frank Fisher, Sis. Emma Fisher, Sis. Opal Rogers .......... | [3[ : | 3{ 2| 75} 806.00|3.00{4.00{ 5.00{174.00 =_.
Clear Creek- .. -.Sis,” Marie Bird, Sis. Emma Rutherford, and Sis. Betty Hood .... 12 11-31} - #13.001. ] ¢ : =1
Duck Creek . ie-S1S, Icle Christian, Bro. Clarence Howard, Bro. Troy Morris ... gl - ]+ 5| 71} 161.50(2.50,5.00 75.55 i
Greenbrier 1S, Leta Kinion, Sis. Betty Schilt : i " ALy | 371 120.00(2.00{3.00 75.89 o
. Haskell . Bro, Tommy Mashburn, Bro. Fred Scott, Sis. Lucille Turner-.... * 1]alll [14]109}1880.52(6.35!5.00{15.00{120.64 .
Hitchita ..Bro. Ellis Lackey, Sis. Belle Lackey, Sis. Mary Kindell ...... erieaen ] 4f46]- 2.00(5.00 .. | . :
Oktaha i Sis. Ernest Purdom, Sis. O, C. Mann & Bro. O. C. Mann ........... -~ |:-|161 98|. 87.58/5.00]5.00 - .
New Hogan .. -.....Sister Bump,’ Bro. Jack Hammonds & Bro. Vern Stokes ......i.... ‘11 16| 67].. 3.00{5.00( - 1:43.28 :
New "“Home .................Bro. Chester. Point, Bro. Elmo Able & Sis.. Faye Holcome ......... 2] .3]: [12|126] 90.00|5.00|5.00|15.00] 76.10 :
Sis. Oreta Allred, Sis. Delta Stephens & Bro. Clyde Stephens ... ° -4 1| 3] 73 2.50{5.00! . |-
-..S1s. EvaConnor, Bro. Manard Connor & Bro. Vaden Evans .... 1} *3; j20/{101 . 14.00|5.00| 5.00 55.00
Bro. Arthur Copeland, Sis. Sally Townsley, Sis., Eva HIll ... all| |13} 97| 570.022.50]5.00110.00| 69.41
-.Bro. & Sis. Clinton Floyd & Sis. Bertha Griggs ... st .21, 26 - 13.005.00) - i -
ord ... -.S1s.” Stricklin- & Bro.- & Sis. Jim Fain 4 8| 33|° - [3.00 to 1162.58
............. ..Represented by letter : S § . 1f +9f. - - 12.00(5.00 .
...... ..Bro. Earl Moore, Sis. Laura Madison & Sis. Reba Bennett- HE B! 37{-540.61{3.00/5.00 56.00
Little Rock oo Sis. Kate Cody, Sis.. Ruby Hopper, Bro. Littlefield ............ - : 25] 251 = [3.00
Spring Hill -...Bro. George Smith, Bro. G. Z. Smith & Bro, Dewey Glenn ._o m— R % 26| 2.50
S . e : . : ral Report: -

Landmark ..




ACondmon of Sunday School

i

Letter from a church to a quarterly meetm yearly meetmg, or association.

To the of Free Will Baptist
when convened with the el :
church at . SIS ITS I I e 19.......

We send as delegates, our beloved brethren
whom we pray you to receive to 51t w1th you m dehberatlons
State of religion ......... L

Members received this year .

‘No. Baptised e b b No Dlsmxssed et eeenes :

No. Died‘ ........................ - Total_‘Membershxp ..... .....
Condltlon of prayer meeting N : ’

Average number of puplls

No. of offlcers ' : No of teachers
Paid Pastor $ RO 7: Pald Evangehst $...
Missions: Home $ S RN R Forelgn $

For buildings‘and repair $

For education $......... o ey Publxcatlon $
Amount ‘enclosed for minutes $ BRI

Pastor’s name and address

Names and addresses of mmlsters belongmg to our church

Done by order of i - v‘“ : j TR o SR church
assembled in conference, this ...............day of i K 19......
Remarks ‘ ‘ — ‘ -

LT P ; Moderator

Clerk

DEACON’S LETTER - o .
ThlS is: to certify that Brother ... winis a worthy

deacon of our church and we recommend him as- bemg worthy of his calling.
"~ Done by order of church m conferenlcg this . L ... day of

, Moderartor
Clerk

C o LETTER OF DISMISSAL ,

This certifies ‘that ‘ ; is a member
in good standing of the Free Will Baptxst Church at’ - :
and as such we recommend him to the following of God's people. ) s

Done by order of church in conference tlléxs-* e day of

Moderator
, Clerk







