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PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of the Southeast Missouri Yearly Meeting he!d
at the Flat Rlver Church August 18-20, 1943. -

\VEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICE

Called to order by moderator Rev. Mark Lewxs
Song service led by Rev J F. Miller, '
A ‘temporary committee on Divine Service was  ap-
. pointed by moderator as follows: Eumce Mlller Opal
Hughes, and Christine Dees.
 After more singing, and prayer by Rev. C. B. Dees,
the Divine Service Committee reported Rev. F. C. Zinn
to preach at eleven o’clock, Thursday 19th.
: Rev. James Barker dellvered a wonderful soul stirring
message.
Services closed by Bro. O. B. Womack.

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION

Called to order by moderator.

Song service.

Scripture read from 1 Cor. 13, by Rev. C. B. Dees.

Prayer by Rev. Wm, Reeves

The Constltutmn and By-Laws of the Yearly Meeting -
were read by the moderator, '

etters from Madison county and St. Francis eounty

Quarterly Meetings were read and delegates seated.

Corresponding messenger was called for and none
present.

Election of officers as follows: Moderator, Rev. Mark
Lewis; Assistant Moderator, Rev. Wm. Reeves; See-
retary-Treasurer 0. B. Womack ’

Report of Yearly Meeting Board read and accepted.

Conference was, called to prayer for God’s leadership
the coming year, led by Rev. J. F. Miller.

A Committee on Committees was appointed as follows:
Rev. J. F. Mll‘ler Rev. C. B. Dees, and Rev. Wm. Reeves:

Recess of ten minutes was called.

THURSDAY ELEVEN 0'CLOCK SERVICE

- Called to order by moderator
Song service,
. -




Committee reports read as f0110ws

Business Committee — J. F. Miller, . Elmer- Steagall
Alvin Halbrooks, Erma Berry and Effie Matthews. - = -
Divine Commxttee—Eumee Mlller Opal Hughes and
Christine Dees. - ,

- Denominational Enterprlse——C B. Dees F C.. Zmn
Albert Halbrooks, ‘Alma Graff, and Helen McGraW .

Obituary Commlttee—Alta Matthews, - Erma Berrs,

‘and Opal Hughes.

Credential Commlttee—Eumce Mlller, Vada Reeves ~
and Eunice Cleaver,

Rev. F. C. Zinn brought a soul stlrrmg message from .
2 Cor. 5:20; subject, ‘‘Ambassadors for Christ.” "~ .

Closed by song and prayer. S

. THURSDAY' AFTERNOON SESSION

Called to order by moderator with smgmg, scrlpture
reading and’ prayer.

St Francms County Sunday School Conventlon report
was read and accepted. S

League report, read and accepted. - - ‘
" Rev. J. F. Miller was asked to explam our Natlon.ﬂ
Associational Program by Denominational Enterprises.

Partial report of Business Committee was read and
received for discussion. .

Motion to ad,]ourn until“9:00 a.m. Frlday

THURSDAY NIGHT SERVICE = ©

Called to order by moderator with singing. .~ }
"Prayers by Rose Ann Lewis and Eunice ‘Miller."
Special songs by Rev, and Mrs Zinn and also Roso

~ Ann Lewis.

The message was delivered by . Rev C B Dees Sub-
ject, “Tarry Ye,”” a good spiritual message was deliv-
ered. ‘ ’

Closed by prayer

' FRIDAY MORNING SESSION.

Called to order by moderator with singing. .-

+ Devotional service led by Rev. Bffie Matthews. . .
Scripture lesson was read from St John 14,
Prayer was offered by Sister -Matthews.



Responsive reading by moderator and convregatlon :
*The mlnutes of Thursday s sessmns were redd and
accepted. '

Partial report of Commxttee on Denomlnatlonal Enter-
prises,. that we endorse ‘the recommendatlons “of ‘last
vear and carry them out in their churches. Motlon
carrled to_accept the’ report. | o

Motion carried to adopt this recommendatlon o
Short recess was called - A

FRIDAY ELEVEN 0’CLOCK SERVICE
Servxces began with Rev. J. F Mlller in charge of
© singing.

Prayer by Bro. John Keeney. :

Special song by Rev. Zinn, “I’'m a Child of the ng

The message was dehvered by Rev. Alvin Halbrooks. a’

Scripture reading, Acts 1. A very encouraging mes- g
sage was delivered.

stmlssed for dinner hour.

- FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

" Galled to order by moderator with singing, : S
Prayer by Sister Alma Graff,
~ Devotional service led by:Rev. Albert Halbrooks. ‘ |
Special -song by three girls, ‘“Have Faith God.”’ 3
Scripture read by moderator from 2 Tim, 3. -
-~ Minutes -of ‘the mornlng session were read and -ae
cepted.
Final report of the Business Committee,
Motion- carried to accept the report.

“A:'tabled ‘question, that of the recommendation from
the Business Committee that this Yearly Meeting recom-
“mend to the Missouri State Association the creation of
the Office ‘of an Executive Secretary of the State of Mis-
" souri, was thoroughly ‘discussed and a motion carried to
»'Iecommend same to the State Association this fall.

The mlmstemal reports were read by the clerk and the. ‘
» moderator ordered that they be given to the Commlttee
“on Credentials for investigation.

The Business Commlttee ‘asked. that  the minutes of

the Ministers’ Conference be printed along with the
Yearly Meeting Minutes, »




. ~Motion earrled to adJourn

S R

Motion ecarried to accept the request. :
- The tlstlcal report ‘of the work ‘and of the churches'
~";1n ‘our Yearly Meeting were ‘read and accepted. S
Bro. 0. B. Womack was re-elected as statlstlelan for

‘the new church year, 1943:1944.

‘The Home" stswn report ‘was read and accepted
The financial report of all money recelved and paid -
wut since the Yearly Meetlng in 1942 was read and ac-
“.cepted by the body.
Motion carried that Bro. Mark Lewis preach the g
troductory sermon at the next session of Yearly Meetm'ﬁ
«and. that Rev. S. A, Hand be his alternate ;
Benedletmn by moderator. :
0. B. Womack, secretary'treasurer
Mark " Lew1s moderator :

ASSOCIATIONAL D]:R-ECTORY

- o . Association Offlcers )
Moderator © ‘Rev. Mark Lewis’ 2043 Sidney St., St. Louis, Mo.
Ass't. Mod. . Rev. Wm. Reeves o Fredericktown, Mo.
LClerk-Stat. 0. B. Womack . " Leadington, Mo.

: Executive Board,
Rev. C. B. Dees ............. Desloge, Mo.
Rev. J. L, Yancey ... .coiiiiivenaniinien, Fredericktown, Mo.
Rev. Wm. Reeves .... 123 East Marvin Ave., Fredericktown, Mo.

v

Ordained Ministers

Jas. F. Miller ... ..viiiiiiiiineeinenadiannns Flat River, Mo.
C. B.'Dees ..... S B LR R AT PP N ‘Desloge, Mo.
* Effie Matthews ....... P S \.... Desloge, Mo.
Claud meoln P TR ~ [ Louls,',Mn.
I M. Henderson ............ e Fre‘derlck‘town, Mo.
: Cha.s Mxller S e e ... St. Louis, Mo.
Mark,Lewxs B L. St Louls, Mo.
' Eumce Edwa1 ds ceeiiinn.. [ " st. Louis, Mo.
S.. A Hand e e e Frederlcktown, Mo.
Joe Deweese .....ovuvnns e e e St. Louis, Mo.
. Wm. Reeves ............ e ieeeeeaaaa Mine' La Motte, Ma.
. W. Matthews .......... e e SR Mme La.Motte, Mo.

fChas MOYET v Vi 'Leadington, Mo.




N \
Sam Gill ...... R S U S, St. Louis, Mo

John Long ....... P DU Patton,

G. Millér ..............0.0....0... ..., Fredericktown,

J L. Yanéey .............. et V...... Fredericktown, 1

F. CoZIIn .ooovviiiiiiiiiiineen. .. Fredericktown, I

D. 8. -Jones “....... S St. Genevieve .

Albert HAIDIOOK 4\ vueveinesunnennenennen. Leadington, ' Mo.

Alvin Halbrook ..................... e Leadington, Mo,
~ Willard Halbrook ............. et Leadington, ‘
Wm. BaldWill ...loieieeeeiiinniiinieiiaiaaans Robértson,” }

James Barker ................. e ... Flat River,

_ Superannuated Ministers .

L. N. Beard ..oovvvvvernnnnns. e el ..Bismarck, Mo.

Chas. Canterberry ...... [ '...... Knob . Lick, Mp.

J. D. Flannery ............................ Farmington, Mo.

Chas. Wood ....vvvvviinrrennnnannnnn.s Frederi&toWn, Mo." -

. - STATISTICAL REPORT }
Number of churches July 1, 1942 ......iiinuirinernnnnns .. 15 j
Number- of churches reporting ......i....civevevinininann, 14 g
State of religion ............ e Good . |
Number of churches without pastors .................. N(’)z.ieb i

. Membership July 1, 1942 ............ et ene e 140:’.}- g
Number of new churches received ................ None:. :
Number of churches disbanded .............. e e Nonhe' i
Number of members received July 1, 1942 to July 1, 1943 .. 47/ ;
Number baptized ......... Cereeiaiaees eeeeranaas PN 27 |
Number dismissed by letfer ....iieiriiiiiriniieieiaaiii., 15 |
.l\umber of members excluded .........oceiviiiiiiiiiiia. 2 |
Number of members d6CeASA ..........cevrneeeeuunerenn, 12 i
Number o0f resident mnembers .............eeevevuirennns 1057 ) |
Number of non-resident members ...............ive.eenes 378 ‘
Number of churches July 1, 1943 .......oooviiiiinian,inn, 15,

Total membershlp July 1, 1943 1o 14;.-';’5"

Number of prayér meetings ..... N 14

NUMDET 0f tILHEIS . « vt vree e et et s e eneneeansnenenss é?»

Number 0f 1€agUES ..........ovv'vreenns ey 13

Leagué membershib .......o.ivvneviennveeean, e . 364

Number of Stunday Sehools .........cooevviiiionineiinaii.. 14

Sunday school enrollment ........ e U, .. 1208
Number of Sunday $cho0l OFICETS ...vvreeeneennsennnrs SRR 7 A

—_—D - : ’



Number of . Sunday school teachers B LT T, THNER “7‘8A

Number of Home Missions .,........v.c...uut e 8
Home - Mission Membership ........... [ O § € 3
Number of ordained ministers  :............. eeieia P .29
Number’ of licensed ministers ... ........... 7 o000 10
Number of ordained deacons e e e AT
“Amount paid. pastors ........ ... i $7106.64
Amount paid for evangelistic work ... P $1018 70
_ Amount paid for building and Tepairs ................ $2114.10
“Amount paid-for incidentals s $1827. 45
Value of church property .............. _ $32 255.00
Amount for Foreign Missions ..............0c...o.e. "$407.20
_ Amount for Home Missions .......... e © $647.50
©Amount for Education ......... .ol . $TILTS
~ Amount for Superannuation ... oo .f. ..... None
" Amount -for ‘publications (8S.-S. literature, ete.) $770.88’
Amount for Unified Fund  ............. P N L $30.38
Amount for Budget money ..i.......... o h e Lo $41.69
COMMITTEE REPORTS o ‘.

DENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISE —We recommend, that
we indorse last year’s recommendations and carry them out in

. our churches RO A

“Item No 1—We recommend that each church;in this Yearly
Meeting take a special offering each month to be used for tue
school at Nashville, . Tennessee, :

-Item No. 2 — We recommend that each church ‘in - this Yearlv,
Meetlng take an offering on a designated ' Sunday “each mont.
“for Foreign Missions-for-the coming year.

Item No. 3— We recommend that this Yearly Meetmg adopt
the recommendations of the Natxonal Home Mission Board and
give the sum of $1.00 per month to the Natlonal Home stsmn
Board treasurer. : -

Item No. 4 —We recommend that this Yearly Meetmg adopt
the national program of work as much as possible. .

N Item "No. .6 —~We recommend that it posmble funds be raised

for the purpose of having minutes of each session of thls Yeaxlv‘

Meetmg prmted and distributed among the churches

! BUSINESS——We your Commxttee, recommend the following:
Item No.. 1—We recommend that our, Constitution Artlcle’

- 'No. 1 be made to read ‘“This Yearly Meeting shall convene on

—6—




Thursday morning at 9 ba .m_ before-the fourth  Sunday ivn
August of each year. : .
Item No. 2— We recommend that this Yearly Meeting recom-

mend to the Missouri State Association, this fall, the creation -

of the office of an Executive Secretary of the State of Missouri.
~ Ttem No. 3 —We recommend that the assessments be raised
from- $1.00 to $2.00 from each church holding membership ‘in
our Yearly Meeting, for Yearly Meetings’ expenses,

Item No. 4— We recommend that the minutes of the min-
isters’ conference be printed along with the Yearly Meeting
Minutes.

Item No. 55— Motion carried that this body sgive a standmg
vote of thanks to the Flat River church for the hospxta]lty in
_entertammg this session of the Yearly Meeting.

Item No. 6— Motion ecarried to ‘extend the officers of f,he
Yearly Meeting a vote of thanks for their work during the year.

Item No. 7— We recommend ‘that the Executwe Board arrange
) the program for: next years Yearly Meeting.

Financial Report

RECEIVED:
Fredericktown Church, budget ..................... .. $4.50
Thud Free Will Baptist Church, St. Louis .............. 3.50
Flat River Church .o, .. o i i 4.590
Desloge Church .................................. - %:1)
Golden Gate Church ....... TN - 1,50
Golden Oak Church ........coihiviiniininnnnnicn. AN 3.90
Mine La Motte Church ................. PR cooo321
Richwood Church ..... e i, e .1.00
“Aulsbury Chapel ... . ... ... it .1.00
Leadington Church ................... e e .. 100
Old Bethel CRUICH ....ivveneeeivnenesivennnenneenenss 1.00
‘Fredericktown’ Church ............ e . 1.00
Union Light Church ........ccciiiievnrannnrnennencnans 1.00
Berkley City, budget .............cooooiiiiii 4.60
Total received ....................... Hevenennnsnnnonsys $34.31
Balance brought forwald August 21 1942 ............ $21.78
Total ... il Ll len [ e $56.09
- DISBURSEMENTS: . B S
I’rmting Yearly Meetlng Minutes "ottt innae $16.00




I’()stage on :mailing State -Ass'n. Yearly Meeting Mihutes- 398 g

- National Association fees. .... T L. 50D
Salary of clerk and treasurer Ceeeieen e e e 5.09 o
‘.F‘ees for cashing checks ............... P DURTE t. 20
Envelopes and StALIONATY. . vviiveienirvnnenvneennirre. .30

* Missouri State Associatxon share ot budget ............... . 455
Total DAIA OUL \ vttt tteterreareeenrnereennaernarannn $34.01

Balance in treasiry August 20, 1943 ....... T - $22.08

MINISTERS'- CONFERENCE

- Conference met in third. annual session at the Flat
River church August 17 and 18, 1943, carrying out the-
pre-arranged program. Seven mnusters answered roll‘

call. There were several visitors present,

‘Two powerful and inspiring messages were heard dur-
ing the conference. Tuesday night, Rev. J. F. Miller
delivered the message and on ‘Wednesday morning the
message was by Rev. Mark M. Lewis. The entire setting
of the Conference was profitable, especially the ‘‘demon-

stration of ‘a church business meetmﬁ" as led by ReV‘

C. B. Dees.

- The Mlnlsters Conference after addlng two amend—‘
ments, adopted the - Constltutlon and By- Laws as pro-

posed by the committee.

A copy. of the same is enclosed herewith.
“All the ret1r1ng offlcers were re- elected for the ensuing
' year.
. Rev. F, C- Zmn was received into membershlp and
full fellowship of the Conference.

The Ministers’ Conference by a unanimous standing

.....

" vote extended. their sincere thanks. to the Flat Rlver

chureh for their kind hospitality, -

— Rev. Mrs. Eunice Edwards secretary treasurer !

ORDER OF THE MEETIN G OF THE SOUTHEAST
MISSOURI YEARLY MEETING WHILE IN
REGULAR SESSION

No 1-—~When the delegated body: shall meet” Thursday morn-

'ing at 9 o’clock before the fourth- Sunday in August of each

—8—
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year for the transactlon of legal b'usmess, the Moderator ov
in‘his  absence, the assistant of the Moderator; shall call the

: meetmg to order, and invite all to take part in congregatlonal'

singing. . . Coe

After a suﬁ'.icient number of songs-the Moderatot shall read
or have read some suitable scripture, then someone shall offer
prayer

No, 2—1If it is found that a delegatlon is present from both
quarterly meetmgs, the Moderator declares a quorum present to
transact business.

No.- 3 —The letters ‘from the quarterly meetings are read
and the delegates are seated. All ordained and hcensed mm-
isters who are in good standing and tull fellowship with some

.church in the yearly meeting shall by virtue of said. authority

be made standing delegates in the yearly meeting, also ordained
dea¢ons and church clerks together with treasurers.

No. 4-——When all delegates both elected and standing, have
been seated the body will then proceed to elect officers aSz
1equired by rile No. 1 governing the orgamzatlon, Each officer
elected shall be instructed in the duties of the office to which
they have béen elected. The instructions to be given by the
Moderator or someone qualiﬁed to do so.

No. 5— The Moderator elected shall at once take charge of
the meeting and shall when presented preside over all meetings. ‘
In the absence of the Moderator; the assistant Moderator shall
preside over the meetings, é

No. 6— The Moderator shall appoint all ‘committees unless
otherwise ruled by the body.

No. 7—The Moderator shal] have the privilege to sollclt
the help of any minister or delegate present in appointing com-'
mittees. :

‘No. 8-—After the organization has been completed, cor-
responding -messengers and Vvisiting brethern from other re-
ligious bodies are invited to a seat in council, Should there
be-letters of greetings or re'ports from other bodies, they may
at this time be read.

No. 9 — All items of buslness commg to this yearly meeting
except routine business’ must come through the business com-

‘mittee or a committee appointed for that special purpose.

No. 10—Bet‘ore any question can properly be dlscussed by
the. delegated body, it must be before the body by a legal motlon
piroperly sustalned All questlons are settled by a majorlty vote
of the delegates present ."When a question is properly betore

—_— R . '




* ~ the 'body any. regular delegate | has a rlght to speak on the
" gubject.. No person shall be allowed to .speak more than ﬁve‘

(:3) mlnutes on any subject at’ one tlme and not more than
tw1ce on. the same subJect w1thout specxal permlssion from the
Moderator P N

No 11—-The Moderator shall have power to stop all dlscua-

: sions’ “that are leadmg to contusmn.

. No 12— Al persons who are pastors of the churches in the
bounds of thxs yearly meetlng are requlred when possxble

“at - all to be present at all business meetings and accordmg to-

the usages of the Free Will Baptist denomination pres1de over
the meetmgs, encourage. ‘the church clerk “to keep the mmutes
and fill out all report blanks to the qsarterly meetings and

’ assomatlons

- No 13—A11 mmlsters who ‘are members of this yearly meet-‘
mg are requlred ‘to submlt in wr1t1ng ‘a full and complete re-

port of their numsterlal labors ‘for the past year. . Failure to
-do so forfeits their’ rights to theu- certificate of mmlsterxal
standmg These 1eports will be read to the body ‘and then
glven to a committee on credentials for further 1nvestxgatxon

;‘No, 14—-—0ffxcla1 papers of this Yearly Meeting must be
* “signed by the Moderator of the Yearly Meeting and the Seec-

1etary

.- No. 15——Each quarterly meeting belongmg to the year.v_
meetlng shall be entitled to two delegates for the organlzatiorl

and two delegates for _each one. hundrcd members or. ma,)ox

. fractlon thereof belonging to the said quarterly meeting.

No 16—Any person who. is a delegate to this Yearly Meetlng
w1shmg to speak on any subject pr operly before the body shall
arise and address the chair- by. saying Bro Moderator or: Bro.

Chairman, and shall speak no further untll they have beunk

recognized by the Moderator,

Slgned James F. Miller
0. B. Womac °
Tommie Franklin- .

s

BL LAWS ADOPTED FOR THE BODY
Known As

The Southeast Missouri Yearly Meeting of the Free Wﬂl'

Baptist Church, and at the present date, composed of
the Madison County Quarterly Meeting and St. Francois
Quarterly Meeting of the Free Will Baptist denommatmn.

—10 —




No., 1—Governing .the organizatlon -The officers of " this
Yearly Meeting™ shall be. a Moderator, Assustant Moderatm,v
Secretary, "and . Treasurer. There shall also be an executive
.board “of. three. or more members who‘are actively engaged in
" work of the Free Will Baptist Ch’ur'ch in Southeast Missouri.:-

No 2——The Modelator and Assistant Moderator shall be
elected annually and’ shall ‘hold office untll their successors are
elected and quallﬁed ’

No, 3—«Ch01ce of these. offlcers shall be made by nomlnatmn,
and by legal “vote: In cases where there is but one nommee‘
the officer shall be elected by -acclamation. -

No. 4 — The Moderator and Assistant Moderator shall not be
elected jointly but shail be elected separately by nommatlon
and l_)y legal vote.

No. 5— The  Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by
nomination and by legal vote as the Moderator and Assistant
" Moderator, ' He or she will hold the office for one year, and
be paid a salary agreed upon by he or she and the body. It .
~ shall be the duty of said officer, to keep an accurate record of
the proceedings in a book or books furnished him or her by
the body. The said officer agrees to discharge all the duties of
the office Wllllngly in the mterest of the cause of the Free Will
Baptist everywhere

No.. 6 — The Executive Board shall be elected as other officers
but shall serve for a term of three years; term to expire al-
ternately. .1t shall be the duty of said board between sessions
of the Yearly Meeting to be in charge of the work in a general
way. They shall act as an advising body for each local body
composing - this ‘Yearly Meeting - They shall at all: times have
at heart the cause.of Christ and the Free Will Baptist denom-
inatjdn and in all cases act without partiality or respect of
persons:. They agree to discharge their duty or duties faith-
fully, to work . according to the leadership of the Holy Spirit
and the usages of the Yearly Meeting . that they are to serve.

Should money or any other property of the Yearly Meeting be

entrusted .to them they shall handle, hold, convey, and convoy
said. property w1th the greatest possible care, and will be. able
.at all times to give a full and complete report of all propertv
to-the proper authorities.-

Suggest the. followmg "By- Laws be added Changes made mu st
be by the two-thlrd majonty of those present.

—11—
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FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT

~ Having given ourselves to God by faith-in Christ, and
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and
practice, we now give ourselves:to one another by the
will ‘of God in tlus solemn eovenant We Promlse by
His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to av01(l
the appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amuse-

ments and unholy conform1ty to the’ world;. from -all

sanetion of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages,
and to “prov1de thmgs honest m the sight of all men.’

We agree to aecept Chr1st1an admonltlon and reproof

with meekness and to wateh over one another in love,

endeavoring to “keep the unity of the Spirit,”’ in the
bonds of peace, to be careful of one another’s happiness
and reputatmn, and seek to strengthen the weak, en-

courage the afflicted, admonlsh the erring, and as far .

as we are able promote the ‘success of the church and

- of the Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian prlnclple sacred
and Christian obligations and enterprxses supreme,
counting it our chief business in life to extend the in-
fluence of Christ in society; constantly praying and
toiling that the kmgdom of God may come, and His will
be done on earth as it is in heaven :

We agree falthfully to dlscharge our obhgatmns in

- reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer,

' family devotions, and 'social -worship; and by self-denial,
grow in grace and
the knov'vledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.””
We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together

t(

faith, and ‘good Works endeavor .to

for church conferences, public worship, and the observ-
ance of the ordmances of the Gospel, nor, fail to pay
aeeordmg to our ability for the support of the church
of its poor, and all 1ts benevolent work.

To this end we agree to'labor for the promotion of

'educatlonal and denommatlonal ‘enterprises, the sup-
‘port of missions, the. success of Sunday schools, and

evangehstle efforts for the salvation of souls, and tht‘
conversion of the world. And may the God of peaee

sanctxfy us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the :

eommv of jour Lord Jesus Christ.
=12 — "
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