
MINUTES 

l 

Yearly Meeting 

of 

Southeast Missouri 

Free Will Baptists 

and 

Minister's Conference 

Auxiliary Conference 

1954 





' 
i 
I. 

tfViRS. EUNICE EDWARDS 
.1 OJ Ncrth Si;,!h Street 

Desloge, ~~~ issouri 

Yearly Meeting 

of 

Southeast Missouri 

Free Will Baptists 

and 

Minister's Conference 

Auxiliary Conference 

1954 

When Convened With· 
MILL CREEK 

Free Will Baptist Church 
Mill Creek, Missouri 

. Rev .. 0. D. Matthews, Host Pastor 

The 19'55 Session of Yearly ~lleeting to 
Convene with Fredericktown Church 

F re'dericktown, Missouri 
August, 1955 



-1-

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
YEARLY MEETING 

OFFICERS 
Moderator .......................................................... Rev. James Barker 

Esther; Mo. 
Assistant Moderator .................................... Rev. W. T. Newsome 

Fredericktown, Mo. 
Secretary-Treasurer .............. ............. . .. Rev. Albert Halbrook 

Mine La Motte, Mo. 
Statistician ........................... .. ......... ...... . Rev. Albert Halbrook 

Mine La Motte, Mo. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Rev. Glen Rehkop ······.······························································ 3 Years 
Rev. James Franklin .............................................. 2 Year3 
Rev. Rolla Smith .. .... .. ..... . . 1 Year 

PROCEEDINGS 
The 61st session of the Southeast Missouri Yearly Meeting 

of the Free Will Baptist convened with the Mill Creek Free 
Will Baptist Church, Mill Creek, Mo., August 5-7, 1954. 

The Thursday evening service was called to order by 
Clerk at 7:30 p.m. who after remarks presented Rev. James 
Barker. The singing was led by Rev. Dean Burpo. Hymns sang 
No. 14 "There Is Power In The Blood" and No. 87, "Sitting At 
The Feet of Jesus." 

The Moderator appointed a temporai-y Pulpit Committee "lS 

follows: Brothers Leeman Killian, Ted Matthews and Mac 
Huff. 

Welcome address was given by Brother Lee Myers with 
rPsponse hy Rev. John Long followed by hymn No. 307, "Amaz
ing Grare.'' 

Rev. Glen Rehkop conducted the devotional service with 
reading and ro!•lments from Psalms 87. Prayer by Rev. Rolla 

Smith followed by hymn No. 144, "Lord Send Me." 
The Moderator presented Rev. James Franklin, Pastor of 

Southsidt: St. Louis Church who was to deliver the Introductory 
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Me~sage . .Subject announced "What It Cost To Be A Christian." 

Scripture reading, Luke 14:25-33. Text: Luke 14:33. Prayer by 
Rev Fred Kirby wllowed by the message. Rev. Franklin's mes
sage was a ringmg challenge to each of us to pay the price 
to obtain power from God. While singing Number 264, I'll Live 
For Him" an invitation was offered to the unsaved. 

The Tcmpo1·ary Pulpit Committee announced that Rev. 
Fri'd Kirby was chosen to deliver the 11:00 o'clock message on 
Friday. 

FRIDAY MORNING - 9:30 A.M. 

Services called to order by Moderator with singing led by 
Rev 0. D. Matthews of hymn No. 314, "I Will Work." Devo
tions conducted by Rev. Don Ellis with reading of scripture 
from Psalm 127 followed with comment and prayer. 

The Moderator read Article ill of the Constitution and 
asked for the standing delegates to stand. 

The Assistant Clerk read the letters from the Madison 
County aed St Francois County Quarterly Meetings, and the 
abs(mtee delegates were replaced by appointments. The stand
:ng del~~'ltes were again asked to stand after which motion 
was made and bUstained to receive the letters and seat the 

delegates. 
Rev. Alvin Halbrook, Bryan, Texas; Rev. William Buster. 

The·~leS. Illinois .md Clinton Fulton, Presbyterian Minister of 
SPd;:t'ewic1'villc, l\lc .. were recognized as Corresponding M0.<>· 
sengers :md visil :Ill' brethren. 

EU~CTICN OF OFFICERS: 
Ilev .. T~mes Barker elected Moderator by acclamation. Rev. 

W. T. Newsome elected Assistant by acclamation. Rev. Albert 
Halbrook elected S..:>cretary-Treasurer by acclamation. Rev. AI· 
bert J.la!b~ook dPcted Statistician by acclamation. Rev. Glen 
Hehkop was ('!edcd as a member of the Executive Board for 
a r-et io<l c.r tht·e<· y•::ars. 

Rev. William Buster led in prayer in behalf of the elected 
officials nf Uw Yc·m·ly Meeting followed by singing of hymn 
No. ).<'2, "His Way With Thee." 

'!'he Moderator appointed the following Committees: Com· 
mittee on Committees, R. L. Sharp, Rev. Willard Darnell and 
Rev. Lester Ferguson. Business Committee: Reverends Rolla 
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Smith, John Long, W. T. Newsome, Cecil Sheppard and James 
Franklin. 

Oral reports from the Madison County, Triumphant, and 
St. Francois County Sunday School Conventions were given 
by Reverends Glen Rehkop, Don Ellis and Fred Kirby, pres
idents of the respective conventions and from the Southeast 
Missouri League Convention by Rev. Dean Burpo. These re
ports were receiv:ed as information. 

Rev. Rolla Smith announced a revival and organization of 
a church at Thayer, Missouri under the efforts of Rev. Harry 
Beatty. He also requested prayer for Rev. Beatty's physical 
condition. 

The Moderator declared a recess until the 12:00 o'clock 
hour with benediction pronounced by Rev. Dean Burpo. 

11 :00 O'CLOCK 
Services called to order by Moderator with singing led by 

Rev. Dean Burpo. Hymns sang, No. 126, "To The Work" and No. 
79 "Victory, Ahead." Devotional led by Rev. Cecil Sheppard 

with scripture and. comments from Psalm 116. Prayer by Rev. 
Ahin Halbrook followed by hymn No. 78, "When We All Get 
_To Heaven." The Moderator presented Rev. Fred Kirby a.s 
the messenger for the morning hour. Rev. Kirby read for 
his scriptwe Act~ 11:25-26. Subject "What Is A Bible Christ· 
ian." After delivering a heart-searching message Rev. Kirby 
called for those who were willing to pay the price for a rev· 
:val to come to the altar for prayer. Prayer was offered by 

Reverends James Franklin and Fred Kirby. 
After announcements by the host pastor and by the Mod-

arator, benediction and offering of thanks for food of the 
noon hour was offered by Rev. WiUiam Buster. 

1:30 P.M. 

Services called to order by MoQ.erator with singing led by 
Rev. Burpo. Hymn No. 15, "I'll Live On" was sung after which 
a letter of gl'eetings was read from Rev. and Mrs. Woodrow 
Matthews and son who stated they had accepted work in 
Cushing, Oklll!homa. 

A report from the Committee on Committees was rea::l 
and accepted. (See Reports). 
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'Ihe Program of the Woman's Auxiliary was rendered at 

this hour. 
After the Woman's Auxiliary Program the :Moderator as

sumed charge. 
The report of the Committee on Committees was re-read. 
Sister Christine Pinkley announced that the offering taken 

for Sister Wanda Edwards during Auxiliary Hour amounted 
to $35.58. 

Several invitations from various churches were offered to 
entertain the 1955 session of Yearly Meeting. 

Rev. Willard Darnell was elected to deliver the Introduc
tory Message for the next session of Yearly Meeting, with Rev 
Cecil !Sheppard as alternate. 

The minutes of the Clerk were read and accepted. Motion 
made' and sustained that we adjourn. 

Benediction and blessing upon food of the evening by Re'V. 
Glen Rehkop. 

FRIDAY EVENING-7:30P.M. 
Services called to order by Moderator with singing led by 

Rev. Dean Burpo. Hymn No. 128, "Shouting On The Hills," anj 
No. 124, "He Bore It All," was sung followed with prayer of
~ered by Rev. John Rogers. Hymns No. 188, "Everybody Will 
ne Happy Over There," and No. 37, "Standing On The Pro· 
mises," were sung followed by prayer by. Bro. Robinson, Gene
. ral Baptist minister from Lutesville. 

The following special numbers were rendered: "He'll Set 
Your Fields On Fire," by Brother and. Sister Leamon Killian 
and Rev. Glen Rehkop; "You'll Be My Closest Neighbor," by 
Brother and Sister Killian; "In M'y Father's House Are 
Many Mansion," by Rev. and Mrs. Dean Burpo. A testimonial 
service was led by the Moderator after which Rev. S. A. Hand 
sang "Zion Hill." The Moderator presented Rev. Rolla Smith 
as the messenger of the evening. Brother Smith read for his 
text Jer. 31:7. Subject, "Five Perils of the Church." After a 
solemn, hPart-searching message an invitation was given to 
tlie lost as the congregations sang No. 182, "Is Thy Heart Right 
with God." The benediction was pronounced by ·Rev. Don Ellis. 

SATURDAY MORNING-9:30A.M. 
Services called to order by Moderator with singing of 

hymn No. 329, "Stand Up For Jesus" led by Rev. Glen R.ehkop. 



-5-
Devotions led by Rev. Willard Darnell reading from Eph. 
3:14·21 followed by prayer. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was read and 
accepted with the provisions that the absentee delegates be 
replaced at the State Meeting. 

Rport of Treasurer was read and accepted. 
Report of Denominational Enterprise Committee was read 

and r~ceived to be, adopted item by item. 
Item No. 1, (see report), adopted. 
Item No. 2, (see report), adopted. 
Item No. 3, (see report), adopted. 
Item No. 4, (see report). adopted. 
A partial report of the Statistical Letter to State Statis· 

tician was received. 
The report of Business ·Committee was read and received 

to be adopted item by item. 
Item No. 1, (see report), adopted. 
Item No. 2, (see report), adopted. 
Item No. 3, (see report), adopted. 

Item No. 4, (see report., adopted. 
Item No. 5, (see report), adopted. 
Motion made and sustained that we invite the :State 

Meeting to convene at Flat River for the 1955 Session. 
The report of the Temperance Committee was read and 

accepted, (see report). 
The letter of the Yearly Meeting to State was read and 

received. 
The report of the Ordained Ministers Years work anfl 

the "credential Committees report were read and received. 
A survey was made of those who plan to attend the Na· 

tional Association and the following were chosen as recommen· 
ded delegates to the National Meeting. (see report). 

The minutes of the clerk were n~ad and received. 
Motion made and sustained t]lat we adjourn until 11:00 

o'clock hour. Benediction by Rev. Fred Kirby. 

11 :00 O'CLOCK SERVICE 
Services c::~lled to order by Moderator with singing led 

by Rev. Dean Burpo. Hymns No. 22, "Since Jesus Came Into 
My Heart," and No. 140, "Just Over In The Glory Land." Re\' 
C. B. Dees led devotional with reading II Peter 1:1·10 follow· 
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ed with prayer by Rev. Don Ellis. Hymn No. 90, "I'll Live In 
Glory." was sung after which the Moderator presented Rev. 
W. T. Newsome as the messenger of the hour. Brother and 
Mrs. Newsome sang "The Celebration In The Sky," after 

which Rev. Newsome read ll Peter 1:10 and 11 Chron. 20:-
15-22 as his scripture and announced for his subject, "United 
In Effort." The message showed us need for united effort 
among the Christians. 

After various church announcements the benediction and 
offering of thanks for food of noon hour was offered by the 
Moderator. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Credentials Committee: 
We, your Credential Committee, having carefUlly consider· 

ed these reports submit the following reports: 
Item No. 1-We recommend that Ministerial Cards of 

Standing for one year be granted the following Ministers: Rev· 
e1·ends Cecil Sheppard, Albert Tucker, S. A. Hand, C. B. Dees, 
Eunice Edwards, Albert Halbrook, George Hibbitts, Glen Reh· 
Imp, 0. D. Matthews, Lester Ferguson, John Long, Charles 
]l.'[oyer, James Franklin, Leslie Logsdon, Willard Darnell, Rolla 

Smith, Bill Turnbough, James Barker, Fred Kirby, W. T. New· 
some and Don Ellis. 

Item No. 2-We recommend that Reverends John. Rogers, 
Truman Euffman, Lnwrence Thompson, ann Loy :smith be 
granted Ministerial Cards by Clerk when he has received their 
reports. 

Committee On Committees: 
Committee on Committees appointed Rev. Willard Darnell, 

Rev. Lester Ferguson and Brother R. E. Sharp. Motion carried 
to accept this committees report as follows: 

Denominational Enterprise-Sister Eunice Edwards, Rev. 
Cecil Shepnard and Edith McCormack; Obituary Committee: 
Sister Avery DeWitt, Sister Gussie Hamblin and Sister lVIild· 
red Killian; DivinP. Service Committee: Sister Bessie Baldwin, 
Sister Mildred Hildebrand and Sister Pauline Miller; Creden· 

tial Committee: Brothe Frank David, Arnold Stone and Sister 
Bertha Souden; Temperance Committee: Sister Hazel Scott, 
Sister McFarland and Sister Evelyn Rehkop. 
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Temperance Committee: 
We, your Temperance Committee, submit the following 

report: That we Christians follow the teachings of the Bible 
as recorded in I Thes. 5:22. "Abstain from all appearance of 
evil," that our lives may be an example for Christ. Also that we 
study and practice II Cor. 6:17. 

Obituary Committee: 
We, the Obituary Committee of the Southeast Missouri 

Yearly Meeting, report the deaths of the following members 
and request that we bow our heads in pra':Yer in memory of 
these who have gone to their reward. The deceased are as 
follows: Willard Lackey, Henry Bess, Julia Grunmon, Mrs. 
Henry Queen, Cecil Rosener, Mrs. Francis Hovis, John Head, 
Francis Umfleet, Barbara Head, Nettie Huffman. Fred Hovis, 
Bertie Boswell, Charity O'Bannon, and Amanda Hill. 

Nominating Committee: 
We, your Nominating Committee, submit the following 

names as delegates to the State Association: Mr. and Mrs. Lea
mon Killian, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hesselmeyer, Mrs. Lee De
Witt, Mrs. Gussie Hamblen, Mrs. Fralnk David, Mrs. Marilyn 
McDowell, Mrs. Willa Mae Barker, Mrs. Nellie Rasnic, Mrs. 
Rose Sharp, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Scott, Mrs. Ed. Sutton. Mr. 
and Mrs. Chester Wright, Mrs. Pearl Sirclum, Mrs. Magdeline 
McFarland, Mrs. Malrtha Clayton, Mrs. Lena Hughes, Mrs. Ann 
Wilson, Mrs. Bertha Souden, Miss Minnie Jackson, Mac Huff. 

Denominational Enterprise: 
We, the Denominational Enterprise Committee, subn:it the 

following recommendations: 
Item No. 1-Inasmuch as we failed to meet our assigned 

Foreign Mission quota in 1954, we urge a greater support to 
this phase of our work in the coming year. 

Item No. 2-We urge that each church work out a plan of 
systematic giving to the Home Mission department. (Missouri 
quota for 1954-55 is $2,400.00). 

Item No. 3-Inasmuch as many churches have failed to 
support the co-operative plan, we urge its adoption that the 
various quotas for the phases of our work, might be met. 

Item No. 4-That the League assume the responsibility of 
helping to erect Chapels in Cuba as recommended by our Na
tional League Conference. 
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Business Committee: 
Item No. 1-We, the Business Committee of the South

east Missouri Yearly request the State Meeting of 1955. 
Item No. 2-We recommend that Wanda Edwards be re

quested to furnish each pastor with a list of her needs on 
the Mission Field that each pastor encourage his people to 
supply her needs and to underwrite her salary. Also that 
Wanda oe given an invitation to speak in the various churches 
as she has opportunity. 
Church and others who were instrumental hi ·caring for this ses

sion of the Southeast Missouri Yearly Meeting of Free Will 
Baptists, a standing vote of thanks for their outstanding hos
pitality. 

Item No. 4-We recommend that since Brother Woodrow 
rvfatthews has moved to the State of Oklahoma that this body 
give him a letter of recommendation to that Association. 

Item No. 5-We recommend that the next Yearly Meet· 
in~ convene with the Fredericktown Church. . 



'...~~--- ·,~----------------------
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CONSTITUTION· 
This organization shall be known as the Southeast Mis· 

souri Yearly Meeting of Free Will Baptists and shall be com· 
posed of the St. Francois County Quarterly lVIeeting and the 
Ma-dison County Quarterly Meeting. · 

Article I 

When the delegated body shall meet in regular annual 
'session for the transaction. of business, the Moderator, or. in 
his absence, the' assistant Moderator, shall call the meeting to 
order and hivite all to take part in congregational singing. 

After a sufficient number of hymns, the Moderator shall 
read, or have read, some suitable Scripture, then prayer shall 
be offered. 

Article II 
Five or. more delegates from one or more churches of 

each Quarterly Meeting comprising this Yearly Meeting shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. However, 

a lesser number may adjourn from time to time. 

A~icle III 
The letter~ from the Quarterly Meetings to be read, due:3 

received ($4.00 per Church), the delegates seated. All ordr.in· 
ed Ministers and· their companions and licensed ministers who 
are in good standing and full fellowship with some church in 

. the Yearly Meeting, together with ordained deacons, church 
clerks, an<! church ·treasurers,. shall, by virtue of their author· 
ity. be standing delegates in this Yearly Meeting. 

Article IV · 
When all delegates, both elected and standing, have been 

. seated, the body will then proceed to . elect officers as requir- ' 
· ed by rule number one governing the organization.' All offic
ers 'elected shall be instructed in the duties of the offices to 
which they have been . elected .. The instruction to be given by. 
the Moderator, or someone qualified to do so. 
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Article V 
The Moderator elected shall at once take charge of the 

meeting anrl shall, when present, preside over all meetings. In 
the absE>nce of the Moderator, the assistant Moderator shall 
preside over the meeting. 

Article VI 
The Moderator shall appoint all committees unless other

wise ruled by the body. 

Article VII 
'I'he Moderator shall have the privilege to solicit the help 

of any minister or delegate present in appointing committees. 

Article VIII 
After the organization has been completed, corresponding 

messengers and visiting brethren from other religious bqdie3 
fire invited to a seat in council. Should there ·be letters of 
greetings or reports from other bodies they may at this time 
be read. 

Article IX 
All items of business coming to this Yearly Meeting, ex· 

eept rou:ine business, must come through the Business Com
mittee or a Committee appointed for that special purpose. 

Article X 
Before any question can properly be discussed by .the 

tiPlegated body, it must be before the body by a motion prop· 
erly sustained. All questions are settled by a majority vote 
of the delegates present. When a question is properly before 
the body, any regular delegate has a right to speak on the 

subject. No person shall be allowed to speak more than five 
i5' minutc~s on any subject at one time, and not more than 
twic.·e on the same subject without special permission from the 
ModeratoJ.". 

Article XI 
The 1\ioderat .. n· shall have power to stop all discussions 

tP.at are leading to confusion. 
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Article XII 
All ordained ministers who are members of this Southeast 

Missouri Yearly Mf'eting are required to submit in writing a 
full and complete report of their ministerial activities to this 
body while in annual session. These reports shall be examined 
by a Co~mittee on Credentials and submitted to the body for 
approval. Failure to make said report forfeits their rights to 
a Certific"l!e of Ministerial Standing. 

Article XIII 
Official papers of this Yearly :Meeting must be signed by 

the Moderator of the Yearly Meeting and the Secretary. 

Article XIV 
Each Quarter!:~- Meeting belonging to the Yearly Meeting 

·shall be entitled to two (2) delegates for the organization and 
tw(J (2) dl'legates for each one hundred (100) members or 
rrHlJOr fraction thereof belonging to the said Quarterly Meet
ing. · · 

Article XV 
Any person whr is a delegate to this Yearly Meeting, 

;vishing to speak on any subject properly before the Body, shall 
arise and address the chair, by saying>, "Brother Moderator," 
or '"Brother Chairman" .and shall speak no farther until they 
have been recognized by the Moderator. 

A1·ticle XVI 
This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regu

lar meeting by a two-thirds majority vote, provided that one 
day's previous notire of proposed change or amendment has 
hen giwn. 

BY-LAWS ADOPTED FOR Jl:IE BODY 
Known As 

The Southeast Missouri Yeady Meeting of the Free Will 
Baptist Church, and at the present date, composed of the 
Madison County Quarterly Meeting and St. Francois County 
Quarterly Meeting of the Free Will Baptist denomination. 

No. 1-The officers of this Yearly Meeting shall be a 
M0derator, Assistant Moderator, and Secretary-Treasurer who 

shall also serve as Statistician. There shall also be an Execu
tive Board of thr.~c or more members who are actively engag· 
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ed in work of the Free Will Baptist Church in Southeast Mis
souri. 

No. 2-The Moderator and Assistant Moderator shall be 
elected annually and shall hold office until their successors 
are elected and qualified. 

No. 3-Choica of these officers shall be made by nomina
tion and by legal vote. In case where there is but one nominee 
the offi:!er shall be elected by acclamation. 

No. 4-The Moderator and Assistant Moderator shall not 
be elected jointly but shall be elected separately by nomina
lion and by legal vote. 

No. 5--The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by 
nominatir,n and by legal vote as the Moderator and Assistant 
Moderator He or she will hold the office for one year, and be 
pLlid a salary agreed upon by him or her and the body. The 
·srcretary and Treasurer shall be the same person. It shall be 
the duty of said officer to keep an alccurate record · of the 

proceedings in a book or books furnished him or her by ·the 
body. The said officer agrees failihfully to discharge all .the 
duties of the office willingly in the interest of the cause of 
the Free Will Baptists everywhere. 

No. 6-The Executive Board shall be elected as other of
ficers but shall serve a term of three years; terms to expire 
alternately. It shall be the duty of said board between sessions 
of the Yearly Meeting to be in charge of the work in a gener
,al way. They shall act as an advising body for each local 
body composing this Yearly l\feeting. They shall at ali times 
have at heart the cause of Christ and the Free Will Baptist 
denomination and in all cases act without partiality or respect 
of persons. 

They agree to discharge their duty or duties faithfully, to 
work according to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the 
usages of the Yearly Meeting that they are to serve. Should 
money or any other property of the Yearly Meeting be en

trusted to them they shall handle, hold, and convey 
said property with the greatest possible care, and will be able 
at all times to give a full and complete report of all property 
to the proper authorities. 

No. 7-These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any 
regular meeting by a two-thirds majority vote, provided that 
one day's previous notice of proposed change or amendment 
has been given. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
Of The 

MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
The Southeast Missouri Ministers Conference met in it~ 

semi-annual Fellowship Meeting with the Fellowship Free Will 
Baptist Church, Flat River, Mo., November 14, 1953. 

Services opened by Rev. Woodrow Matthews. Devotional 
services led by Rev. Lester Ferguson. Song sung, No. 344, 
"Marching To Zion." Prayer by Rev. W. T. Newsome. Scrip
ture read, Mark 14:3-9. After reading of by-laws and constitut
ion an invitation was given for new members. Those respond· 
ing: Rev. Don Ellis, Rev. James Franklin, Rev. Dean Burpo, 
Rev. H~rry Asher. Rev. W. T. Newsome and Rev. Wm. Turn
bough. 

Song, "How Firm A Foundation." Prayer, Rev. Wm. Turn
bough. Rev. W. T. Newsome delivered the 11:00 o'clock mes
sage. Using John 3:29, Rev. 22:2, Songs of Solomon, 2:4 as a 
text. Benediction by Rev. Rolla Smith. 

1:30 P. M. 
Devotional led by Rev. Dean Burpo. Scripture and com

ments from John 4:34-36 followed by hymn No. 64, "Tell Me 
the Story of Jesus." Topic-How to Prepare Sermons, Rev. Don 
Ellis. Topic-How to Deliver A Sermon, Rev. James Franklin. 
Open Discussion on Topic-Ministers Personal Habits, Rev. 
Rolla Smith. The next Annual Session was decided by vot(~ 

to convene with The Southside Church in St. Louis, Mo. 
Benediction. Rev. Albert Halbrook. 

~ ANNUAL MEETING 
The Southeast Missouri Ministers Conference met in its 

14th Annual Fellowship Meeting with the Southside Church, 
May 15, 1954. 

Services opened by President, Rev. Woodrow Matthews. 
Song, "Amazing Grace," led by Rev. Fred Kirby. Prayer, Rev. 
John Rogers. Song, "There Is A Fountain." Visitin·g Brothers 
recognized. Visitor, Rev. Wm. Buster. 

Invitation for new members given-Rev. Fred Kirby, Rev. 
Cecil Sheppard, Rev. Floyd Arnold, responded. By-laws and 
constitution were read and accepted by the new members wh11 
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were accepted into conference by unanimous vote. Prayer, Rev. 
James Franklin. 

Election of officers-President, Rev. Woodrow Matthews; 
Vice-President, Rev. Fred Kirby; Clerk, Rev. Willard Darnell. 

Appointing of Business Committee: Rev. Fred Kirby, Rev. 
James Barker, Rev. Albert Halbrook. 

11 :00 O'CLOCK SERVICE 
Song, "Oh, How I Love Jesus" led by President. Prayer, 

Rev. Wm. Buster. Song. "What A Friend." Rev. Albert Halbrook 
delivered the 11:00 o'clock message using as a text Ezekiel 
22:30-31. Also reading Ezekiel 3:15-21 using as a subject "A 
Man for the Gap." s·ong, "I'll Live for Him." Benediction, Rev. 
Rolla Smith. 

1:15 P.M. 
Services opened by singing "When We All Get To Hea

ven" led by Rev. James Barker. Devotional led by Rev. 
Johnny Viele Reading I Cor. 2:1. Prayer, Rev. James Barker. 
Rev. Fred Kirby then delivered the evening message using 
Ezekiel .33:7. His subject was "Gods Watchman in the Per
ilous Days." Song, "There is a Bridge Over the River." An in
vitation for new members was given. Rev. Harris responded 
and after Section VI of By-laws was read and accepted he was 
accepted by unanimous vote. Business-Report of Business 
Committee read and accepted. Item 1, That this Ministers con-

. ference give Rev. Johnny Vick a st11nding vote of appreciation 
and commendation for his service to our country and for his 

safe return and for his testimony for Christ. 
Item No. 2-That we give the Southside Church a stand

ing vote of thanks for their hospitality during this sitting of 
the Ministers Conference. 

Item No. 3-That each pastor sponsor a Va::ation Bible 
School if at ali possible. 

A motion was made to appoint a committee to investigate 
the possibilities of obtaining a permanent Identification Card. 
The committee-Rev. Fred Kirby, Rev. James Barker, Rev. 
Albert Halbrook, who are to report to the Semi-Annual Con
ference. 

The Semi-Annual Conference was decided by vote to meet 
with the First Free Will Baptist Church at Flat River, Mo. 
l'.!otion to adjourn. Benediction. 
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The Southeast Missouri 
Women's Auxiliary Convention 

The sixth session of the Ladies Auxiliary Convention held 
their Yearly Meeting with the Mill Creek Auxiliary, August 6-7. 
The meeting was called to order by Sister Eunice E'dwards. 

Congregation singing, hymn, "Praise Him, Praise Him." Sister 
Edwards. appointed the Committees. 

Business Committee: Sister Hazel Scott, Sister Elizabeth 
Hesselmeyer, Sister Willa Mae Barker. 

Obituary Committee: Sister Rose Sharp, Sister Edith For
shee. 

Sister Agnes Smith gave a reading, "Others and Me." The 
scripture reading was by Mrs. Blaine Matthews, TI Phil. 
2:1-21 giving the devotional thoughts. An inspirational praise 
service was led by Sister Edwards. Congreational singing, "Am
azing Grace." Brother and Sister Newsome sang "There Is A 
Crown for Your Cross." 

Rev. William Buster brought a wonderful message read 
ing from the Book of Ruth I and TI chapters. 

Reading of the Business Committee items 1, 2, 3 and ~ 

discussed and accepted by vote. Our Program Chairman is ~o 

work with the local Auxiliary where the workshop is to be 
held from place to place to plan the program for that day of 
service. An offering was taken for the Wanda Edwards fund. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
President . .. .. ................... .... ............. Sister Blanche Pogu<;> 
Enlistment Chairman ............................ Elizabeth Hcsselmeyer 
Youth Chairman ................ ............. ... Sister Agnes Smith 
Study Course Chairman .... ........... .... Sister Eunice Edwards 
Program Prayer Chairman ... ...... ....... .. .. .. Sister Newsome 
Benevolence Chairman ... .......................... ....... Sister DeWitt 
Secretary-Treasurer . ..... .. ......... ....... ......... . . .. . Christine Pinkby 

The reading of the Obituary Committee was accepted :Jy 
vote. 

The reading of the Secretary-Treasurer report was ac-
cepted by vote. Sister Newsome appointed two others to 
work with her for the next year Program Prayer Service of 

next Convention. The convention was dismissed by Sister Edith 
Forshee. 
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Qbituary Committee: 
We, your Obituary Committee submit the following: 

Whereas God in His infinite wisdom has called from our midst 
our dear sisters in Christ, be it resolved that we bow our 
heads in humble. submission to his will the following names: 
Nettie Huffman, Julia Gammon, Mrs. Henry Queen, Mrs. Fran
cis Hovis, l\irs. Jeff Umfleet, Mrs. Barbara Head and Amanda 
Hill. 

Business Committee: 
We, your Business Committee submit the following items: 
Item. No. 1-We recommend that the Quarterly Workshop 

be continued this year. . 
Item No. 2-We recommend the book "All of Mine for 

Him," by Rev. Damon Dodd be used as the study course to be 
given through the year. The book can be supplied from the 
Home Mission Board at Nashville, Tenn. 

Item No. 3-We recommend that each Auxiliary send their 
tithes and offerings to the Co-Labor Band. 

Item No. 4-That a special offering be taken now for the 
Wanda Edwards fund request special prayer for her today. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Balance on hand, August 22, 1953 . ..... ... .. . ............... . 
Received from Madison County Q. M. Letter 
Received from St. Francois County Q. M. Letter 
Received from Churches with Statistical Letters 

TOTAL ........................................................ .. 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Clerk and Statistician Fee .............................................. .. 
Assistant Clerk Fee ..... ..... ...... .. .................................... . 
Brief Case 
Printing of Minutes ... ..... .......... .... . .. .. .......................... .. 
Printing of Programs ................................................ : ...... . 
Money Order and Stamps ............................................... . 
Stationery ............................................................................ .. 

TOTAL ................................................................. . 
Balance on Hand . .. ............................ .. 

$118.89 
36.00 
44.00 
26.00 

$224.89 

$25.00 
10.00 
11.35 
31.55 
1.00 
1.92 

.40 
$81.22 

$143 67 
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TREASURERS REPORT 
Balance brought forward ............................................ ;... $33.94 
Received $.30 per member. 
3rd Church Auxiliary ........................................................ 4.80 
Southside St. Louis .............................................................. 5.40 
Leadington . . . .. .. .. .. .... .... ... . ... .... ... . . .. . ... ..... . ... ... . ... . .. ... . .. . .. .. . .. 6.00 
1st Church, Flat River ..................... ................................... 7.50 
Desloge ........................................................................ .. .. ... 4.20 
Fellowship ................... .......... .......... ............................. ... ... 5.10 

TOTAL ....................................... ............. .. . .. . $33.00 
Sent to National Work ....................................................... ; 10.80 

TOTAL ............................... ........ .......... .... ........ $22.20 
On Hand ........................................................................ ........ 33.94 
Sent out to State Secretary ........................ . ..... . ............ 6.70 
Printing of Minutes ................. ......................................... 8.40 
Received from Richwood Auxiliary ................. ........ . .... 3.20 

TOTAL .................................................................. $45.64 
The special offering taken for the Wanda Edwards fund 

amounted to $35.58. 
Secretary-Treasurer 
CHRISTINE PINKLEY 






