
MINUTES 
-OF THE-

SEVENTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 

-OF THE-

Southeastern Free Will Baptist 
Association 

WHICH CONVENED WITH 

MT. ZION CHURCH 

Friday Before the Third Sunday 

In October, 1948. 

--( ( ( (---))) )--

-OFFICERS-

REV. D. F. PELT -·-------------Moderator 

LUCILLE H. BODIFORD _____________ Clerk 

LINNIE J. STOKES ___________ Treasurer 

--((((---))))--

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

J. H. Oates, C., A. Arnold, J. H. Garner, Cleveland Stanley 

The next session will convene with Evergreen Church, Dale 
County, Alabama, on Friday before the third Sunday in Oc­
tober, 1949. 
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UNION MEETING 

GOOD WATER CHURCH, NEWTON, ALABAMA 

5th SUNDAY, MAY 29, 1949. 

10 :00-House Called to Order by Moderator. 

Devotional by Aletha Deese. 

10 :3 0-Song Services. 

Congregational Singing Led by vVade Thomley. 

11 :00-Sermon ------------------------- -----------------Rev. K. V. Shutes 

12 :00-Lunch. 

1 :00-Devotional -------------------------------- Vera G. Stembridge 

2 :00-Report on Vacation Bible School by Roland Pelt. 

2 :30-Report on Youth Camps by Mike Pelt. 
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-PROGRAM-

Friday Morning 

Pastor of Evergreen will have charge of all announcements. 
10 :00-Congregational Singing Led by R. C. Stokes. 
10 :SO-Devotional ------------------------------------ Rev. J'ohn Golden 
10 :45-W elcome Address ------------------------- ----- Argo! Garner 
10 :55-Response ------------------------------------ Lottie Wood White 
11 :05--Song Service. 
11 :SO--Sermon ------------------------------------------ Rev. Chester Pelt 
12 :20-·Lunch. 

1 :SO-Congregational Singing Led by R. C. Stokes. 
1 :40-Devotional --------------------------------------Rev. J. N. Barnes 
1 :55--Seating of Delegates. 
2 :45-Moderator's Address. 
S :00-National Missionary Report ........ Rev. T. B. Mellette 
3 :15-Assignment of Homes. 
S :20- Adjournment. 

Friday Evening. 

7 :00--Sermon --------------------------------------Rev. Leroy Knighten 

Saturday Morning. 

9 :SO-Congregational Singing Led by R. C. Stokes. 

10 :00-Devotional -------------------------------------------- Edna Beasley 

10 :15-Business Session. 

10 :50-Woman's Work ---------------------------- Mrs. Chester Pelt 

11 :20-Sermon --------------------------- --------------- Rev. G. H. Jordan 

12 :15-Lunch. 

1 :SO-Memorial Service. 

Rev. George Nobles in Charge of Devotional Part. 

Sisters Evelyn and Margaret Sutton in Charge of 

Arrangements. 

2 :00-Business Session. 

S :00- Adjournment. 
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MINUTES 

Of The Southeastern Free \tVill Baptist A ssociation which 
met in its Seventieth Annual Session with Mt. Zion Church 
in Henry County, Alabama. 

Friday Morning. 
The Association opened with songs led by R. C. Stokes. 

Brother J . S. Vickers gave the "Welcome Address." Brother 
J. H . Oates gave a very enter taining response. Rev. Leroy 
Knighten gave the sermon of the morning. (Text : 2 Verse, 
54 Chapter of Isaiah.) The Possibililies of Our Denomina­
t ion, was his subject. He made it vGry plain that we are 
shirking our duties as Christians. Our possibili ties arc un­
limited. It was certainly enjoyed. 

An intermission of an hour was given for lunch. A de­
licious lunch was served. 

Friday Afternoon. 
Songs were led by R. C. Stokes. Devotional was given 

by Brother J ohn Barnes. His subject was : "Live the Word, 
Good Old Everyday Christian Living. 

The Moderator then declared the house ready f or busi­
ness. He called for the letters from the churches of t he 
Association. Letters were read by Brother~ J. H . Oates and 
J. S. Vickers. On mot ion letters were received and dele­
gates seated. 

Called for Corresponding Delegates : Brother John 
Barnes, a visitor from Midway Association, Brother J. R. 
Tedder, a visitor from Midway As~ociation, Brother Leroy 
Knighten, a visitor from Chattahoochee Association. Motion 
was carried to seat these People as Visiting Brothers. 

Committees were appointed-Finance Committee: 
Cleve Stanley, E. R. Mims and Lottie W. White. Nominat­
ing Committee: Eloise Commander, J . S. Vickers and Edna 
Lawrence. A song was led by R. C. Stokes. 

Brother C. A . Arnold gave a Sunday School Report and 
lectur e. He made the statement "Our Inmates of Alabama's 
State Prisons Have Never Attended Sunday School." 

Brother John Barnes introduced Rev. J. L. Tedder, who 
gave us an inspiring message. The Moderator led in prayer. 
The congregation sang "Old Rugged Cross." Delegates 
were asked to spend the night. 

The Association was d ismissed by a prayer by the Mod­
er ator at 3 :00 p. m. to resume labor Saturday morning at 
9 :00 a . m. 
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Saturday Morning 

Singing was led by Brother R. C. Stokes. Devotional 
service was given by Mrs. Harvey Gilmore and prayer by 
Brother Marian Vickers. -

The Moderator renewed the call for delegates and 
letters. Letters from Friendship, Sardis, Goodwater, Pleas-
ant Hill and Chester Chapel were read. . · 

The Committee on Obituaries was appointed: Brother 
Hubert Clark, W. C. Mathis and Sister Sallie Mae Wood. 

A special song was given by the Stanley Quartet. 
Brother T. B. Mellette gave a report on Woman's Work in 
the Church. Women certainly have ·a very definite place · 
in our Churches. He mentioned Miss Laura Belle Barnard, 
our Missionary in India. · · 

Rev. D. F. Pelt gave us the sermon, followed by a pray­
er by Rev. Rufus Hyman. Songs were le~, by Brother R .. c. 
Stokes. The subject of the sermon was The Second Mlle 
On the Required.'' F. D. Roosevelt and D. L. Moody. were 
great men who traveled the second mile •. Jesus wen~ t~e 
second mile. Brother Long Stokes went h1s second ~lle 1n 
his loyalty to the Church. His sermon was greatly enJoyed. 
We dismissed and enjoyed a delicious .lunch. 

Saturday Afternoon. 
The · Memorial Service was given · for our departed 

loved ones. . . . . 
· The report was given from the Nominating Committee: 

Evergreen asked for . the Association and that Rev. 
Chester Pelt preach the Introductory Sermon. . 

Rev. Chester Pelt gave a lecture on T~mperance_. . ' . 
Miscellaneous business. Delegates to Sister Assoc1abons 

were . asked to volunteer. Brother E. R. Mims said that he 
would go to the Midway Association. . , . 

State Line-Brother C. A~ Arnold. 
Chattahoochee~ister Linnie Stokes and Mrs. Agnes 

Starling. . 
Salem-Rev.. D. F. Pelt. . . 
Union Hill-Rev Rufus Hyman, Sister Dora Tomley 

and Sister 1\Iathis. . 
Midway-Rev. Mellette. · · · . · · · . • 
Motion that clerk and treasurer print as many _minutes 

as needed. \ , . · · . 
Officers were elected by acclamation: Treasurer, Linn1e 

J. Stokes; Clerk, Lucille H. Bodiford (re~elected) : M~dera- . 
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tor, retained Rev. D. F. Pelt; Vice J\ofoderator, Brother J. H. 
Oates; Executive Committee, retained; Program Commit­
tee, Sister Edna Lawrence, Sister Edna Beasley and the 
clerk.· 

1\tiotion to pay clerk $25.00 and Moderator $10.00. 
Brother Rufus Hyman gave a report on our orphanage 

at Eldridge, Alabama. Twenty-two child.ren there and eight 
on waiting list and not a one of these came from ·a Free 'Viii 
Baptist Home. A special offering of $22.25 was taken for 
the orphanage. 

On motion, we gave a rising vote of thanks to l\!t. Zion 
for the kind hospitality and beautiful flowers. · 

The clerk was given orders to write a resolution of 
thanl{S in the minute. 

Motion to have Union Meeting second Fifth Sunday in 
1949, :May 29, 1949 at Goodwater in Dale County, Alabama. 

We then took the parting hand till we meet with Good­
water Church the 5th Sunday in May. 

LUCILLE H. BODIFORD, Clerk 
D. F. PELT, l'v!oderator 

. : . 

· Be it resolved that we the Southeastern Free Will Bap­
tist Association, do highly appreciate the hospitality and 
beautiful flowers of the Mt. Zion Church during the Asso-

. ciation. Association Clerk, . 
LUCILLE :a. BODIFORD. 

Obituraries · 
In loving memory of fourteen of our beloved members. . 
1\IT. ZION-Catherine (Cattie) Hendley, age 88. 

NEW PROSPECT-~Irs. Jienry C. Brown, age 47. 

CHESTER CHAPPEL--:M:rs. H. P . . Calhoun (:Miss "\Vii-
lie) age 61. 

EVERGREEN-J.D. Baker, age 61. 

GOOD"\V ATER-Four departed. · 
PILGRIM REST-John Ed Cummings, age 84. . 
PLEASANT HILL-Mrs. Lee Zora Money, age 58, and 

C. A. Register. 
HICKORY GROVE-One departed. 

UNION GROVE-O'Neal Bodiford, age 39; John Den­
ham, age 65; J. Long Stokes, age 57. 

' I 
! 

' 
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PASTORS AND CLERKS AND 
CHURCHES 

POST OFFICES POST OFFICES 

Chester Chapel J. H. Golden, Eufaula Mrs. M.G. Vinson, Abbeville 
Evergreen J. H. Golden, Eufaula Mrs. Edna Beasley, Ariton _ 
Friendship . D. F . Pelt, Altha, Fla. Mrs. A. Logan, Eufaula _ 
Good Water_ Rufus Hyman, Slocomb W. C. Mathews, Newton __ 

Helmes. D. F. Pelt, Altha, Fla. Eloise Commander, Ariton 
Mt. Zion_ ____ Rufus Hyman, Slocomb Mary Standley Cox, Eufaula 
New Prospect J. H. Golden, Eufaula Mrs. Oyd Tew, Eufaula __ 
New Zion _ M. Vickers, Headland Mrs. J. H. Oates, Headland 

and Chester Pelt, Mar-
iana, Fla. _ ·---------
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DELEGATES 

Jack Calhoun, Mrs. Mattie Gray Coates, Mrs. Pauline Coates __ -1 135.07 _ _ _ 1 42 2.00 1.00 1-
Mrs. Edna Beasley, Henry Garner, Enoch Paulk _ -1252.10 1 _ _ 1 88 2.50 2.50 83.00 _ 
Edna Lawrence, Clyae Beasley, Minnie Lee Brown 77 600.00 _ _ 7 _ 42 5.00 __ 85.00 32 
Mittie Harris, Dora Thomley, Jewel Thomley, Willie Mae_ _ - 1- _ _ _ _ 

Thomley, W. C. Mathews 54 236.18 _ 1 _ 4 116 2.50 2.501119.80 
Vester Sutton, Evelyn Sutton 35 284.46 _ __ _ _ 19 2.50 2.50 j187.49 _ 
Jessie Cullifer, Wade Cheste~ Stanley, L.L. Vickers, J.S. Vickers 75 154.20 _ _ _ 1 98 2.50 2.50, 24.00 _ 
Phil Walker, George Lewis, Flozell Wilkerson _ _ 51 _ 4 1 161 2.00 2.00 _ 
J. H. Oates, Sallie Mae Wood, Gladys Watson, Matt Sanders __ 58 270.00 ____ 14 _ 77 2.50 2.501--- ~-

·-I 1--1- - 1- 1--1-- - --. 1-
- ---- --- - --- - --- -- --- ---- - -

Pleasant Hill .-- J. L. Tedder, Blakley Marvin Calloway, Headland Vivian Register, A. L. Craft, Marvin Calloway, Effie Givens, __ ____ __ _ __ _ _ __ ___ _ _ _ 

Sardis ____ J. H. Golden, Eufaula 
Mable Farmer --- -- __ 93.93 _ _ ___ 1 93 2.50 2.501 _ 

W. H. Gilmore, Clayton ___ Warren Gilmore, Sara Gilmore, Edd Clark, Hubert Clark, _ 200.00 _ _ 5 __ _ _ _ 
Myrtle Hatfield 58 1 ____ 100 _2.00 2.00 18.301---

Union Grove_ T. B. Mellette, Blakely Linnie J. Stokes, Abbeville __ Bob Stokes, T. R. Howell, Sam Mason, C. A. Arnold, E. R. Mims _ 250.00 2 ___ 187 5.00 5.00 147.00 30 
Hickory Grove_ P. A. Brackins, Newvi'e Vallie Blalock, Abbeville __ Henry Blalock, Nita Hickman, Coleman Blalock, Vallie Blalock 35 _ _ 1 1 31 2.50 2.50J 44.15 _ 

-1 1---1- 1-\-1-1-l-1 1-
Mrs. Ruth Smith, Mrs. Elma Lindsay, Mrs. Alice Money, Mrs. -1 -1- 1-1 __ 1- -1- J - I 1-

c.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Hmoaw•a•rmdaS•m•ith,~s.EarlMoney ·---- 70 65.45 __ 3 1125 3.002.00 25.00 _ 

.Tudsonll-..--- 1 
Pilgrim Rest_ T. B. Mellette, Blakely Mrs. Ruth Smith, Abbeville 
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der the gospel dispensation that any soul is elected to eter­
nal life conditionally. But those·. who by faith preserve. to the . 
end will be saved. That it is possible for men' who have been · 

·converted, to "M~ke shipwrecks of faith," turn again to sin . · 
and finally be lost. ·. ··; ·: :_ · :' ; · " 1 : : · · · · . _:, • ' · · 

' . . . . ~ ... . . . . 
. . OF GOOD \VORK-· Article' 9~ We ·believe that ·· good 

works is the result of faij;h and not necessity. That those 
who have . faith wilr do works of i-ig h teousness while those . 
who have no faith cannot do anything pleasing or acc.epta.:. ~ 
ble unto God. 

. . . ; . ·~ . . .. 
. · · OF CHRISTIAN BAPTiSM~Article IO>' W~ · believe 

that Christian · baptism is the im·mersion in water of a ·be- · 
Iiever in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. That 
baP.~.ism ~annot ,be scripturally administered without faith in 
the subj'ect who receives it. ; ;.. · .. · . . '. ... . . . . .. . ·. : . 

. .. . ··. •. · : . . , . . ··.~ , ·: ... . ~ ·~· ~ .. ,·..- .·. 

:; OF.THE LORD;S SUPPER-'. Article ll. .We believ~· the ·: 
supper w~s instituted by our Saviour as a commemorative 
ordi~ance: ~hat the ·bread. and ·the wine _are ·representative 
of H1s broken body. and shed blood. · That it was instituted · 
for ·Christians and : that ·· all Christians should u·nite in ob­
serving· that' sacred service, regardless of names or denomi-
national distinctions. . · · · · · ·. · . · · . ' · 

. ' ·' ·oF THE sour;...._Article 12 .. ·W·e· believe that' man is a 
living ·soul. That the body· will die, : but that the soul is im- ~ 
mortal. That death 'is .the ·separation· of the mortal and im- · 
mortal parts of human beings . . .. ·. :' '.. . . . . ' . . . . . . 

OF THE RESURRECTION-Article 13. We believe in , 
the resurrection of , the dead. ·When the resurrection shall · 
take 'place the soul and body .will unite and form an immor- . 
tal being. That the righteous ·will be received into a state of · 
everlasting happiness to ·reign with God forever. But .the . 
wicked will ~be bound hand and foot and cast into darkness. 
"The wicked are driven away in their .wickedness but the · 
righteous have hope in their deaths." . . · · .. . . .. 

. · . . ·:.· . · ' .. . . . • ' : . . .. . ~· . : ·~ ; -·: .. : · ~ :. . . . . 
. : .: . , ~ , ; • ..• · . ...• · .• . : ·• • • f ~ .• ·. 

· · ' · · · · Article~ ~f · Decorum· fm~· · Ass1ocia:tion · · : · : . 

Article 1. That this Association be known and designat­
ed as the Southeastern . Free · Will B3:ptist ·Association and 

1 
I 
I 
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shall hold one annual session each year at such time and 
place as agreed upon by the previous session. After the 
body assembles an introductory sermon shall be preached 
by the minister or his alternate who were elected at the 
previous session to perform that service. In their absence 
the ministers present shall select one of their nun1ber to 
perform the service . 

Article 2. The annual association shall be comPosed of 
delegates from the different churches of the association, 
. represented as follows: One delegate for every twenty-five 
members or less, and one for every fraction of twenty-five 
or twelve. Any conference may be considered legal when 
five members are present. 

Article 3. All ordained, licensed ministers, officers of 
the association shall be honorary members of the associa­
tion; with the privileges as delegates in the association, the 
Moderator excepted, and he shall only vote in case of a tie . 

· Article 4.· Officers of the association shall be a modera­
tor, clerk, treasurer and executive committee, who shall be 
elected annually, and their tenure of office shall be one year 
or until their successors are elected. 

Article 5. If the moderator and cle.rk of the previous 
session are present, they shall call the body to order. In 
their absence the ministers present shall appoint a modera­
tor and clerk, proceed to business as follows: Enroll the 
names of the ministers present, also the delegates from the 
different churches and visiting brothers and sisters. These 
shall compose the association. 

Article 6. The churches are members of the association 
and are entitled to fellowship while they are in Gospel or-. 
der but a church that becomes disorderly by failing to use 
dis~ipline in cases of immoral condust among its members, 
shall be excluded. 

Article 7. The association has the right to obtain minis­
ters when ordination is called for by the church through its 
church letters, and report ·the same to the church through 
its delegates . 

. Article 8. The minutes of the association shall be read 
and approved by the body before adjournment. 

Article 9. Amendments may be made to the rules ot De­
corum by a majority of two-thirds vote of delegates present. 

. . 
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Re port of Trea surer 
Received at 1947 Session ----------------------------$ 86.51 
01 d Balance _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ ______ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ 51.2 0 

Total _________________________ . ________________________ .. $13 7 . 71 
Paid Out-
Clerk and Moderator ________________ $ 35.00 
Minutes and Postage______________ 35.77 
Floral Design for J . L . Stokes 10.00 
For Bible College -------------------- 25 .00 
Total Paid Out ------------------------$105.77 $105.77 

Balan ce in Treasur y ___________________________________ _ $ 31.94 
Respectfully Submitted, 

LINNIE J . ST OKES, Treasurer, 1948 

* * * * * WHEREAS Brother J . Long Stokes, a member of the Southeastern 
Free Will Baptist Association of long standing, a faithful worker in the 
Association, was treasurer of the Association for years; a devout Chris­
tian; a believer of Christ and a Child of God, passed from this earthly 
sojourn on December 31st, 1947, 

WHEREAS we wish to acknowledge our love and respect of our 
departed brother and forever inscribe his name in the records of this 
As~ociution as one who was found faithful, 

THEREFORE, Be it resolved by the Free Will Baptist Association in 
annual meeting assembled that the Christian life of our departed brother, 
J. Long Stokes, be memorialized in the minutes of this association by 
being recorded in this resolution that he was a Mason of outstanding 
character, he ever worked on the level, acted upon the square, kept a 
tongue of good report; he ever maintained secrecy and practiced charity 
every day of his life. A devoted neighbor and a dear lover of the art of 
masonry, and of his church and the community and of all civic 
organ!zations of his county and community, and was a faithful worker 
in his church, and all things pertaining thereto and was a jovial char­
acter, ever true to his friends and in ever phase of his life a very de­
voted husband, ever kind to his family and to know him was to love 
him, 

AND his parting will ever be missed in the community in which he 
lived in his church and league work and everything pertaining to the 
upbuilding of his community; he was a good neighbor, ever ready to 
lend a helping hand to those in need of his assistance. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we take this means of expressing our great 
loss by the passing of his influencial life and bowing to the will of God 
that we happily contemplate his rich reward from the hands of God 
and confidently look to the day when we all shall assemble in his pres­
ence to bask in the eternal sunshine of the love of God. 
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