MINUTES

Of The

Eighty-Third Annual Session

Of The

Southeastern Free Will
Baptist Association

Which Convened With

Pleasant Hill Church

FRIDAY

and

Chester Chapel Church

Saturday before the 3rd Sunday
In October, 1961.

W W W

OFFICERS — 1962

REVEREND DURWARD ADKINSON... . ... _____Moderator

REVEREND W. T. HUTTO .. ... Vice Moderator

BRO. CBESTER CALHOUN: . . . . Cletk

BRO. GENE CARR.. - _ . . . . Yeasurer
W W W

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bro. Thomas Kirkland, Bro. Jack Calhoun, Bro. Herbert
Roney, Sister Linnie Stokes and Sister Aletha Deese.

W R W

The next session will convene with Union Church, Abbe-
ville, Ala. on Friday before the 3rd Sunday in October and
with Goodwater, Newton, Ala, on Saturday before the 3rd
Sunday in October, 1962.
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SOUTHEASTERN FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

Program Of The 1962
Southeastern Free Will Baptist Association
Which Will Convene “The Lord Willing”

On Friday before the Third Sunday in October
With Union Free Will Baptist Church.

10:00 A.M.—CONGREGATIONAL SINGING ______Led by Zeke Stokes
DEVOTIONAL BY MODERATOR.________Rev. Adkinson
WELCOME ADDRESS . Sister Roy McKnight
RESPONSE._____.__  Sister Blondell Hartzog
CALL FOR CHURCH LETTERS
P Tis AND SEATING DELEGATES. _ S
11:00 A.M.—SPECIAL SINGING. ______Henry County Boys
11:15 A.M —SERMON___-“-_#M_%__#_;_,__W__REV. Daniel 'Pelt
12:00 NOON—LUNCH. _
1:00 P.M.—CONGREGATIONAL SINGING . _ Holt Stnkes..
1:15 PM—DEVOTIONAL. ... By Visiting Minister
1:30 PM—SERMON_______________________Rev. Paul Mallory
SO PR, e Congregational Singing
2:10 P.M.—BUSINESS SESSION. .
3:15 P.M.—ADJOURNMENT.

PROGRAM OF THE ASSOCIATION
Saturday before the Third Sunday in October, 1962

Will Convene with Goodwater Church.

9:40 AAM.—REGISTRATION BEGINS. |
10:00 AM.—INSPIRATIONAL SINGING.. ... _.___Mrs., Grace Whitaker
INVOCATION. ;
OPENING REMARKS :
DEVOTIONAL L LAtied ba e s - Gits ___Rev. Paul Mallory
W OO e oSt Pastor
RESPONSE . _Miss Johnnie Ruth Oates
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS, MINISTERS
AND DEACONS.
CALL FOR LETTERS AND SEATING OF DEDE(}ATE
HYMN.
RECESS.
11:00 AM —INSPIRATIONAL SINGING.
PRAYER. 3
11:20 AM.—MESSAGE_______________________.___Rev. Carlton Lambert
LUNCH.
1:00 PM.—INSPIRATIONAIL SINGING.
PRAYER. |
, DEVOTIONAL .. Rev. Randall Miller
1:30 PM—MEMORIAL SERVICE ____ . Moderator
BUSINESS SESSION,
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REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Nominating Committee.
Finance Committee.
Resolution Committee.
Registration Committee.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

ADJOURNMENT.

BENEDICTION.

WOMAN’S AUXILIARY

The Free Will Baptist Woman’s Auxiliary of the South-
eastern District of Alabama met with Holmes Free Will
Baptist Church of Ariton, Alabama on August 4, 1961.
The meeting was called to order by the Vice President,
Mrs. Blondell Hartzog. The convention opened with the
group singing, “Standing On The Promises.” Rev. Dur-
ward Adkinson led the group with the Auxiliary Watch-
word, “Laborers Together With God.”

Devotional was given by Rev. Durward Adkinson.
A very hearty welcome was given by Sister Blondell
Hartzog of the host church.

Special music was by the Wilson Girls.

Recognition of pastors and visitors. Only one pastor
was present and that was Rev. Durward Adkinson of
Holmes.

The motion was made and seconded that we change
our Auxiliary Church year from August 30 to April 30 and
that secretaries of each Auxiliary bring the report to the
convention for the district secretary.

Roll call—four Auxiliaries reported: New Zion, Pil-
grim Rest, Evergreen and Holmes.

Reports from each Auxiliary, with each one giving a
good report for the past year.

We elected some new officers for the following year:
President, Sister Lucy Roney; Vice President, Sister Blon-
dell Hartzog, and Secretary-Treasurer, Sister Shirley Peel.

The motion was made that the host church should plan
the program for the convention each year and they could
call on any church to help.

No one asked to be host to the next convention, so this
will be discussed at the Association.

The group then sang, “’Tis So Sweet To Trust In
Jesus,” and Sister Rosa Adkinson dismissed with prayer.

After we dismissed Holmes Church served delicious

SOUTHEASTERN FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 3

refreshments and everybody enjoyed the fellowship im-
mensely.
MRS. ROY McKNIGHT, President
MRS. SHIRLEY PEEL, Sec.-Treas.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
April 30, 1961

The Sunday School Convention of the Southeastern
Free Will Baptist Association met at Mt. Zion Church on
April 30, 1961, for the annual meeting with a good attend-
ance from 10 churches, 3 absent.

Morning Session

Rev. W. T. Hutto, the Moderator, called the meeting
to order and gave the devotional.

Bro. Clarence Culpepper gave the welcome address.

Bro. Gene Carr gave the response.

- Rev. Randall Miller gave the morning message. Text
from John 12-14.

Rev. Daniel Pelt made a short talk expressing his de-
light in being able to attend the meeting and visit in the,
Mt. Zion Community.

Then the noon hour with a bountiful spread of food
that everyone enjoyed very much.

AFTERNOON SESSION

Song, “I'm A Millionaire.”

There was a move and second that the Moderator ap-
point Judges for judging the programs from the churches.

Six churches had programs. .

Chester Chapel won the attendance percentage ban-
ner with 68%.

New Prospect was given the $5.00 award for the best
program.

BUSINESS SESSION

Eight churches paid $3.00 each. Amount $24.00.
Convention fees.

Mrs. Herbert Roney was elected Secretary and Treas-
urer for the Convention and was asked to buy a banner
for the church with the largest attendance (not the hostess
church) at the meeting and also to work out a report blank
for all the churches to use to report each time. It was
agreed to report from January 1, 1961 to December 31 and
likewise each year thereafter.

The meeting in 1962 will be held the second Fifth
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Sunday and with the church that asks for it first.
The host church will be responsible for the program.
Meeting adjourned.

MRS. HERBERT RONEY, Secretary-Treas.
REV. W. T. HUTTO, Moderator

PROCEEDINGS

Southeastern Free Will Baptist Association
First Day’s Session
Friday Morning

Minutes of the Southeastern Free Will Baptist Associa-
tion which met with Pleasant Hill Church, Headland, Ala.

The Association opened with a song led by Rev. Tay-
lor, “Walking In Sunlight.”

Rev. Durward Adkinson, Moderator, led the congrega-
tion in prayer, asking God’s blessings on the session.

Congregational singing.

Rev. Finch brought the morning devotional, “Be Ye
The Salt of The Earth.”

Bro. Edward Givens brought a very warm - hearted
welcome to everyone present.

Sister Roney gave a nice response.

Moderator asked for church letters at this time. Bro.
Gene Carr and Bro. Thomas Kirkland read the letters.

Motion was made and seconded to receive the letters
and seat the delegates.

Rev. W. T. Hutto gave the right hand of Christian
fellowship to all visiting ministers—Rev. John Edwards,
Rev. Finch, Rev. Ralph Bell, Rev. Kirkland, Rev. Taylor,
and Rev. Will Justice.

Committee on Committees was appointed: Sister Alice
Money, Sister Kate Palmer and Sister Sally Mae Woods.

Letter from the State Line Association was read by
the Moderator Rev. Durward Adkinson. Motion was made
to receive the letter and send their delegates.

Song Service.

Rev. Ralph Bell led in prayer.

Rev. Justice and his wife sang a wonderful song,
“Child of The King.”

Rev. Justice brought the morning sermon: “Sins of
The People In The Church.”” (1) Neglect to read your
Bibles. (2) Neglect to Pray. (3) Sin of robbing God with
our offering. (4) Sin of making light of God’s Word. (5)
Sin of Gossip. (6) Back bitting. (7) Sin of jealousy.
(8) Sin of attendance. (9) Sin of bad habits. (10) Sin
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of worry. (11) Sin of putting off today to wait for tomor-

row.

by Rev. John Edwards asked God’s blessings on the of-

fering for the Orphanage Home at Eldridge, Ala., $35.49.
Rev. Hutto dismissed for lunch.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Song service led by Bro. Herbert Roney, “Kneel At
The Cross” and ‘“Love Lifted Me.”

Rev. Taylor led the congregation in prayer.

Rev. Curtis brought the afternoon message, “Prayer.”
We should have a heart to heart talk with God through
prayer. We have a comforting feeling in prayer. Jesus
sald, “If you ask anything in my name, it will be granted.”
A wonderful message.

Song service led by Bro. Roney.

Report from Committee on Committees was as follows:

NOMINATING COMMITTEE — Sister Kate Palmer,
Sister Sally Mae Woods, Sister Jessie McKnight, Bro. Ches-
ter Mathews, Bro. Gene Carr and Bro. Herbert Roney.

FINANCE COMMITTEE — Sister Eloise Commander,
Sister Clara Belcher and Sister Ethel Lindsay.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE — Sister Linnie Stokes,
Sister Irene Wise, Bro. W. E. Beasley and Sister Blondell
Hartzog.

The Moderator, Rev. Adkinson, asked all visiting min-
isters to recognize themselves and tell where they were
from. They were: Rev. Ralph Bell, Rev. Taylor and Rev.
Jurtis.

Motion was made to adjourn.

Everyone present stood and gave Pleasant Hill a rising
vote of thanks for a wonderful day with them.

Bro. Thomas Kirkland dismissed with prayer.

SATURDAY MORNING

The Association opened with Congregational singing
ted by Bro. Jack Calhoun,

The Moderator, Rev. Durward Adkinson, asked God’s
blessings on the Association.

Rev. John Golden brought the morning devotional. A
20ood message.

Bro. Chester Calhoun brought a warm-hearted wel-
come to every one present,

Sister Eloise Commander gave a nice response.

Congregational singing.

Rev. W. T. Hutto led in prayer.

The Moderator called for Church letters which were
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read by Association Clerk. Motion was made to receive
these letters and seat the delegates.

- The right hand of Christian fellowship was extended
to all visiting ministers by the clerk: Rev. LeRoy Knighton
and Rev. Riley.

dRev. W. T. Hutto gave a talk on the superannuate
head.

Committee to work on plans to bring before the As-
sociation for another year on superannuation were: Bro.
Walter Owens, Bro. Jack Calhoun and Rev. W. T. Hutto.

- Registration Committee for another year was appoint-
ed: For Friday—Sister Eloise Commander and Sister Lin-
nie Stokes. Saturday-—Sister Aletha Deese and Sister Kate
Palmer

Special singing at this time by group of the Chester
Chapel members. Very good.

Rev. LeRoy Knighton brought the sermon for the
morning: ‘““No Man Careth For My Soul.” A wonderful
and inspiring message.

Rev. Riley dismissed for lunch.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Bro. Jack Calhoun led the congregation in singing,
“Kneel At The Cross.”

The Chester Chapel Choir brought special musie.

Rev. John Edwards led in prayer.

Chester Chapel quartet sang a special.

ORDAINED DEACONS

Rev. John Edwards conducted the ordainment service.
He gave the charge to the deacons to live holy and dedi-
cated lives.

Rev. LeRoy Knighton led in prayer during the ordain-
ing of the following Deacons: Bro. Chester Calhoun, Bro.
Jack Albert Vinson, Bro. Billy John Hudspeth, Bro. Gene
White and Bro. Kenneth Blalock.

The right hand of Christian fellowship was extended
to the five Deacons.

IN MEMORIAM

In Memory of Our Deceased, Memorial Services for
our deceased Brothers and Sisters were held.

Rev. W. T. Hutto and Sister Blondell Hartzog gave
some nice and wonderful thoughts about our deceased
members.

“Precious Memories,” was sung.
GOODWATER—Bro. Walter Gilley, Sister Rebecca Gilley,

b=
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Sister Mary Lee, Sister Alice Thomley and Brother
Mitchell Thomley.

PILGRIM REST—Bro. Webb Davis, Sister Axis Money,
Bro. Marvin Buxton and Bro. Seab Davis.

NEW PROSPECT—Bro. John Anderson and Bro. Willie

Fed Williams.

CHESTER CHAPEL—DBro. John C. Calhoun.

EVERGREEN—Sister Annie Garner, Roy Faulk and
Sister Charlie Faulk.

NEW ZION—Sister Doanie Snellgrove and Sister Lizzie
Hodges.

MT. ZION—Sister Minnie Kyette and Bro. Henry Cox.

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE

We your Nominating Committee ask that the follow-
ing churches entertain our next Association: TUnion
Church on Friday; Goodwater Church on Saturday.

We, also, ask that Rev. Durward Adkinson act as
Moderator, Rev. W. T. Hutto as Vice Moderator, Bro. Ches-
ter Calhoun, Clerk and Bro. Gene Carr, Treasurer.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bros. Thomas Kirkland, Jack Dallas Calhoun, Her-
bert Roney, Sister Linnie Stokes and Sister Aletha Deese.

Hickory Grove will entertain the Sunday School Con-
vention the Second 5th Sunday in 1962.

The League at Friendship the Third 5th Sunday.

New Zion, the Women’s Auxiliary 1st Friday night af-
ter the First 5th Sunday.

SISTER SALLY MAE WOODS
BROTHER CHESTER MATHEWS
BROTHER GENE CARR

SISTER KATE PALMER

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

We the Finance Committee recommend to the Associ-
ation that the Moderator be paid $20.00, the Clerk $45.00.
The Association be responsible for the expense of visiting
ministers who are placed on program. Also any other ex-
pense for preparing the program. After the state minutes
dues are paid, the minutes printed, the balance left in the
treasury.

SISTER ELOISE COMMANDER
SISTER CLARA BELCHER
SISTER ETHEL LINDSAY
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Pilgrim Rest._______ | Blakely, Ga. — ... Abbeville, Ala. .. . J. T. Wilson, Gene Carr and Earl Money .. 30| 401.48| 3| 1| 4/114| 15.00| 120.60
W. T. Hutto Lloyd Beasley W. E. Beasley, Ezra Paulk, Gilbert Garner, Jennie L LY L) It L .
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John Golden Martha Blalock Maedell Willia®son, Coleman Blalock ! s
Hickory Grove_ . | Eufaula, Ala. ________| Abbeville, Ala. ) and Kenne@® Blalock o34 35| 650.00/___| 4|___| 44| 10.00] 700.00
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RESOLUTIONS REPORT

We suggest each Church send not less than $15.00
and larger churches send $20.00 to the Association.

The Association continue to be responsible for a guest
speaker chosen by the Moderator.

The Church letters are reported: ‘“Good Sunday
Schools and No Prayer Meetings.”

We suggest each Sunday School, after assembling,
pause for a 10 minute prayer session each Sunday. For
all our Churches and each undertaking of said Churches
and Association,

Respectively Submitted,

SISTER BLONDELL HARTZOG
SISTER IRENE WISE

SISTER LINNIE J. STOKES

TREASURER’'S REPORT

E0cl BOIANEE | o et et oo Uit ot $ 52.70
Received at 1960 Session.. . ..o cioiiiiiciiiiaaaenas 192.50
Received for Children’s Home.. ... ... .. . ... . 62.36
$307.56
Paid Out In 1960-61

MOBRPRERY .. | ol s Mttt s amaib e ber ol ki did $ 10.00
gy U AN S B SEREL I T L 0 e 35.00
CRUAGTSN'E HOME ocviiiiisiniiinsiisisimpainniove i iitentin, iy 72.36
Btate A ssolintion . i Wil il s Jiala B vk 26.00
LT P U SR ) e -Yr T SR N b R | Loy S 51.92
Cooperative Progfam o i i danims tavessnssains 31.14
Chsibren’s - Homp ol biondi bl s btk Soiie K cus i 31.14
$257.56

The | Now! Balamen.l. Lol bl e i ol sssiis $ 50.00

Respectfully Submittted,
GENE CARR, Treasurer

The Moderator appointed the following committee to
work on a church letter form: Rev. Paul Mallory, Rev.
W. T. Hutto and Rev. Randall Miller.

Delegates to the State Association were appointed:
Sister Aletha Deese, Sister Money and Rev. Paul Mallory.

Delegates to State Line Association: Sister Eloise
Commander, Sister Rosa Adkinson and Rev. W. T. Hutto.

Offering of $36.71 was taken for our orphange.
A rising vote of thanks was given to Chester Chapel
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Church for a wonderful day with them.
Rev. Paul Mallory dismissed by prayer.

STATE LINE ASSOCIATION
OF
FREE WILL BAPTIST

October 6, 1961

Southeastern Association of Free Will Baptists
Greetings:

We send as corresponding delegates the following fel-
low workers: Rev. Ralph Bell, Rev. M. H. Taylor, Rev.
John Edwards, Rev. Trim Finch, Rev. Bobby G. Register,
S. V. Fowler, David Rabon, Wayne Love, Lois Clark and-
irell Cedre.

We feel that we have had a wonderful year in our
Association. Many of our churches have indicated much
progress for which we are thankful.

We pray that the acecomplishments in your Association
have been many.

Yours in Christ,
RALPH L. BELL, Moderator
WAYNE LOVE, Clerk

ORDER OF CONFERENCE

Conference after prayer and divine service shall be
opened and conducted as follows: (1) Inviting brethren
to seats; (2) Opening door of church for reception of
members; (3) Calling for absentees; (4) Acknowledge-
ments; (5) For reference of deferred business; (6) For
new matters of debating which are to come before the
body; (7) For miscellaneous business.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments were given by inspiration of God, and are our
infallible rule of faith and practice.

2. GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed
in nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Gov-
ernor of the universe; and in Scriptures as Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, yet as on God, infinitely wise and good,
whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, adore
and obey.

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in
His divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly
man. The mediator between God and man, once cruci-



12 SOUTHEASTERN FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

fied, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever present
Saviour and Lord.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scriptures assign to
the Holy Spirit all the attributes of God.

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. God exercises a
wise and benevolent providence over all beings and all
things by maintaining the construction and laws of nature.
He also performs special acts, not otherwise provided for,
as the highest welfare of men requires.

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created
innocent, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and
condemnation. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen
nature of such tendencies that all who come to years of ac-
countability sin, and becomes guilty before God.

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His
incarnation, life, sufferings, death and resurrection ef-
fected for all a redemption from sin that is full and free
and is the ground of salvation by faith.

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions
of salvation are: (1) Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin
and hearty renunciation of it. (2) Faith or the unreserved
committal of one’s self to Christ as Savior and Lord with
purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise
of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God. (3)
Continuance in faith and obedience until death.

9. ELECTION. God determined from the beginning
to save all who should comply with the conditions of sal-
vation. Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect.

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is
free and self-controlled, having power to yield to the in-
fluence of the truth and the Spirit, or to resist them and
perish,

11. SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of
all, the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all,
and whatsoever will may come and take of the water of
life freely.

12. PERSEVERANCE. All believers in Christ, who
through grace persevere in holiness to the end of life, have
promise of eternal salvation.

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES, BAPTISM, or the im-
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mersion of believers in water, and the LORD’'S SUPPER,
are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel; FEET
WASHING, an ordinance teaching humility, of universal
obligation, and to be ministered to all true believers.

14. TITHING. God commanded tithes and offerings
in the Old Testament; Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Gos-
pel (Matt. 23:23), and the apostle Paul said, “Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in
store as God hath prospered him.” (1 Cor. 16:2).

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The divine law re-
quires that one day in seven be set apart from secular em-
ployments and amusements, for rest, worship, holy works
and activities, and for personal commission with God.

16. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT AND FINAL
RETRIBUTION. The Scriptures teach the resurrection of
all men at the last day. They that have done good will
come forth to the resurrection of life, and they that have
done evil unto the resurrection of damnation; then the
wicked will “go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice,
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God
in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all
things, to avoid all appearances of evil, to abstain from all
sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world,
from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating bever-
ages, and to “provide things honest in the sight of all men.”

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in
reference to the study of the Seriptures, secret prayer, fam-
ily devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial, faith,
and good works endeavor to “grow in grace and the know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether for church conference; public worship, and the ob-
servance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay
its poor, and all its benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en-
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deavoring to “keep the unity of the Spirit” in the bonds of
peace, to be careful of one another’s happiness and repu-
tation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the af-
flicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are able
promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian principles sacred
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count-
ing it our chief business in life to extend the influence of
Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling that the
Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth
as it i1s in heaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of
educational and denominational enterprises, the support of
Missions, the success of Sunday Schools and the evange-
listic efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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