
MINUTES 

OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS 

AND THE 

ONE HUNDRED FORTY 

ANNUAL SESSION 

OF 

THE SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

CHURCHES 

FOR 

THE YEAR 2018 
••• ,. "'"' .......... "'*"'**"'- ......................................................... "'"'"' ........... ,.. ....... , ...... . 





INDEX PAGE 

OFFICERS 

MEETINGS. LOCI\ !"IONS. SPEAKI·RS 

COMMITTEES 

MII\ISTERS 

EXECUTIVE COMMIITH. 

CLERKS 

Sl.'l\;DA Y SCHOOL Sl. PERINTENDE:--JTS 

WNAC AND MASTERS MEN 

ORDATNED DEACONS 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

lvHNUTf-S OF MEETINGS 

CONSTITUTION AND BY -LAWS 

PARTIAL HISTORY 01 · THL: 1\SSOCIATIOI\ 

CHURCII MEMBERSHIP 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PACiES 

PAGE 

l'AG!:: 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

I'AGI::. 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

~&3 

3 

4 

4 

4&5 

5 

5 

5 

6 TO 13 

14 TO 25 

~5 TO 29 

30 



SOUTHEASTER!\ ASSOCIATIOJ\ OF fREE \\'ILL BAPTIST CHL RCJ-!E 

2019 OFFICERS 

MODERATOR- BROTHER JOEY PETTIS, 9716 COL'NTY ROAD 99. HEADLAJ\D. ALABA\11\ 36345. 
TELEPHO\IE 334-714-9266. CELL. 

VICE \10DERA TOR- BROTHER DANNY HENDERSON. 366 COL 1\TY ROAD 8~ S. HEADLAND. 
ALABAMA 36345. TELEPHOI'iE 334-693-2051. 

CLERK. 'TREASCRER- BROTHER RALPH BAKER. 3422 HIGH\\'A Y 131, CLAYTON. ALAB.I-\~·\A 

36016. TELEPHOI\E 334-695-1312 or HOUSE PHO'lE 334-441-6965. 

ASS! TA.\T CLERK. TREASCRER- SISTER 'II\ A \'ICKERS. 60- HOLLY DRJ\'E. ELTALLA. 
ALABAMA 360~7. TELEPHO\E 3]4.703-0'720 

2019 MEET!:\G DATES Al'iD PLACES 

THE FIRST \1EETING WILL BE O'l FEBRL'ARY 16,2019 \\'!TH MOUNT ZION FREE WILL BAPTISl 
CHURCH. THE SPEAKER WILL BE BROTHER JOn' McCREIGHT, PASTOR Of SARDIS F\\'B 
CHURCH. 

THE SECO\'D MEETNG 'v\1LL BE 0\' .lll\E 15.2019 AT PILGRIM REST rREE WILL IlAPTIS I 
CH\JRCH. BROTHER JERRY SMITH FROM EASTSIDE DOTHA\ \\'ILL BE I. \'!TED. 

ANrilAL MEETIJ\G 'v\'ILL BE OCTOBER I 9, 2019 \\'ITH L:\IOJ'i FREE WILL BA.PT!ST CHL'RCH. THE 
SPEAKER 'v\'ILL BE BROTHER JOEY HL:DSPETH FROM U\'10!\. THE HOST CHURCH. 

THE MEMORIAL SPEAKER WILL BE BROTHER JOEY PETTIS, PASTOR Of NEW Z!OI'i FREE \\'ILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH. 

THE SUBSTITUTE SPEAKER FOR TilE YEAR \\'ILL BE BROTHER JIMMY BAXTER BILL SI-\1\DERS 
WILL BE 11\\'ITED FR0~1 QL'll \1A\ COL1\TY. GEORGIA. 

THE THEME SELECTED FOR THE 2019 YEAR IS '·THE LO\'E OF GOD" \\'ITH SCRJPlllRE TAKE . 
FROM RO:VIA'lS 9:13. 

ALABAMA STATE MEETINGS 

THE Al'll\UAL STATE MEET~G WILL BE NOVD1BER 7-9. 2018.INFORMA TIO'l WILL BE 
PRO\'lDED BY THE STATE DIRECTOR AS THE TI\1[ ORA. \\'S t\EAR. THE S fATE OFFICE \\'ILL 
ALSO PROVIDE HOTWMOTEL 1:-JFORMATIOJ\. MCET!:--JGS. COMivflTTEES. ETC. 
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1\A TIO~AL ASSOCI.<\ TlO~ MLETf\lGS 

CINCINNATTI. OHIO 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 
TO BE DETERMINED fl\: FUTl'RE 
BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA 

.TUL Y 21 -24. 2019 
JCL Y 19-22,2020 

DA~'1\Y HENDERSON 
WILLIAM SOWELL 
RA.LPH BAKER 
JOH:\r-;Y GID10RE 
Jo\CK AR11STRONG 

LNDA CORDLLL 
JIMMY BAXTER 
CHUCK WHITEHEAD 

LGDA FLOYD 
MICKEY GILMORE 
PA\1DYSON 

COMMITTEES: 

CREDENTIALS AND EXA~111\ING 

CHRJ TIAN BOARD OF EDUC..<\ TJO\l 

CHILDRE\ H0\1[ 

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER .101: Y PETTIS 

LfNDA SO\\'ELL 
MARY TEAT 
L.AJ..IAR BLTXTON 

SANDRA BAXTER 
PAUL DYSON 
HE~RIETTA BROWN 

Fl~ANCE 

\11SSIONS 
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OCTOBER 2013 
OCTOBER 2022 
OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

OCTOBER 2011 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 
OCTOBER 2019 

OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

OCTOBER2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER ~019 



NINA VICKERS 
CHRISTINE BROWN 
MELINDA OWENS 

SYLVIA ETHRIDGE 
DOLLY VICKERS 
JOYCE MULLINS 

NOM~ATING 

PLACEMENT 

OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

RESOLUTIONS 

KENNETH ETHRIDGE 
PAM PETTIS 
JANICE SMITH 

OCTOBER 2021 
OCTOBER 2020 
OCTOBER 2019 

ORDAINED AND LICENSED MINISTERS 

MOUNT ZION FWB CHURCH 
RALPH BAKER 
3422HIGHWAY I3I 
CLAYTON, AL 36016 
334-441 -6965 

NEW ZION FWB CHURCH 
JOEY PETTIS 
9716 COUNTY ROAD 99 
HEADLAND. AL 36345 
334-714-9266 

PILGRIMS REST FWB CHURCH 
JIMMY BA.XTER-INTERIMLA Y SPEAKER 
93 LAKESIDE DRIVE 
EUFAULA. AL 36027 
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l\EW PROSPECT FWB CHURCH 
DANNY HE\"DERSOJ\ 
366 COUNTY ROAD 83 S 
HEADLA:-JD. AL 36345 
334-693-2051 

SARDIS 

JOEY McCREIGHT 
60 HIGHWAY 30 
EUFACLA. AL. 36027 
334-687-8967 



EECL'TI\'1:. COM\1ITTEI:: 

~fOuf\T 7101\ :\I\ A \"ICI\.ERS. 6L " HOLLY DR, ELF-\LLA. AL 360~7 PHO\l: m-i03-0' 20 

)\[\\" PROSPECI KEl\~ET!l WHALEY. CLOPTOK AL 36317 l\0 PHO:\E LL'TED 0\ LETTER 

!\E\\' ll0\1 HEADLA\ID, AL. HEl\RlfTTA BROW~ l\0 PHONE LISTED 0\ LETTER 

PJLGRJ\JS REST LAMAR Bl'XTO\. 73~0 I !JGHWA Y I 0 E. ABBE\'JLl.E. AL 36310 PIIO'I'\E 585-3250 

SARDIS ~1\CKEY GIU!ORE, 1058 H\\'Y 30, CLA YT0\1. AL 36016 PHO\'E 334-695-"133 

l'1\JO\ Ll\DA FLOYD, ABBE\'JLLE. AL 36310. PHOl\E 334-585-:444 

CLERI\.S 

\IOL-:.JT ZlO\ ~l:'lA \'JCKERS-FLO\\'ERS. 60" HOU Y DRIVE. ECFAUA. AL 36027 
PHO\IE 334-703-0"20 

\E\\ PROSPECl JOYCE MULfl\S. 3674 COUNTY ROAD 7 51\. CLOPTO\. AL 363 I" 
PHO\E 334-585-6869 

\T\\' ZlOl\ Y!ARY TEAT. 10033 COuf\TY ROAD r. SHORTER\'ILLE. AL 36373 
PHO\E 334-585-39'5 

PILGRIMS' REST LAMAR Bl'XTON. '320 HlGH\\'AY 10 E. ABBE\'lLLE. AL 36310 
PHO\IE 334-585-3250 

SARDIS GEORGIA Gll \10RE. 1064 HlGHWA Y 30. CLA \'TO!\. AL 36016. Pf-10\'E 334-687-5416 

lf\10'\ SYL \'lA ETHRIDGE. 9753 COL'T'lY ROAD 65. ABBE\'ILLE. AL 36310 PHOXE 3)4-585-2859 

SL-:.JDA Y ~CHOOL Sl Pl:Rli\TENDEl\TS 

\IOLl\T ZI0\1 STE\E KILCREASE. 230 BO\\'DEN STREET. NE\\'YILLE. AL 36353 

1\E\\ PROSPeCT TRACEY ARMSTRO\IG. 204 ROCKDALE COURT. DOTHA!\. AI 36301 

t\E\\' ZJOl\ TOM SHELLEY. 295 COL!l\TY ROAD 26. HEADLAJ\D. AL 36345 
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SARDIS JOEY McCREIGHT 660 HJGHWAY 30 EUFALlA. AL 36027 AND ASSISTAl\T ~1ICKEY 
GIL:v!ORE 10:8 HWY 30. CLA Y10:.J AL 36016 PHO!\E 334-695-7133 

L"\'ION WILL MADDOX. 2651 COL':.JTY ROAD J . ABBEVILLE. AL 36310 

\\' l\ A C Al!XILLARY 

MOUNT ZION DOLLY VICKERS. 204 DOTHAN ROAD. ABBEVILLE. AL 36310 

MASTERS' ME\ 

MOL':.JT ZION STEVE KILCREASE. ~20 BOWDEN STREEll\IE~ 'VILLE. AL 36353 

ORDANED DEACO\S 

1\E\\' PROSPECT: WILLIAM SOWELL 2771 COUKTY ROAD 75 \', CLOPTOJ\. AL 36317; TRACEY 
ARMSTRONG, 204 ROCKDALE COL'RT. DOTHAK. AL 3630I, JASO:-l THOMPSO:;, 1237 STATE I-1\\"Y 
134\\'. HEADLAND. AL 36345 

NEW ZION: BILLY SHELLEY, 1471 COU\TY ROAD 122 HEADLAND. AL 36345: CHRJS CULP, 3~0 
COUKTY ROAD 9. HEADLN'lD. AL 36345: KYLE HARDY. 1108 COL":lTY ROAD 99. HEADLA\D. 
AL 36345; JACK ARMSTRONG. 213 BROAD STREET, HEADLAI'm, AL 36345: TOM SHELLEY. 295 
COUI\TY ROAD 26, HEADLA\D AL. 36345: JERRY\Ili!TEHEAD. 106 BOYTO\ STREET HEADLA!\D 
AL 36345; GARY SHELLEY, 9402 COL'NTY ROAD 99. HEADLAt\D, ALABAMA 36345 

PILGRJMS' REST LAMAR BUXTON, 7320 STATE ROAD 10 E ABBEVILLE AL 36310. 

SARDIS JOI-r\'NY GJL~10RE. 1064 HJGH\\'AY 30. CLAYTOK AL 36016. BRYA\ GILMORE. 195 
HIGHWAY 30, CLAYTON, AL 36016. 

~ION \\'ILL MADDOX. ~61 COUKTY ROAD 53. ABBEVILLE. AL 36310. 

AXl\UAL Fil\A~CIAL REPORT 

BALAl\CE It\ CHECKING 9.'30'2018 $6.207.19 
NO DEPOSITS I:l TRANSIT ~OR OIS CHECKS 
BALA.'VCE 9/30/18 ON BOOKS 

-0-
56.207.19 
S6.207.19 

BOARD OF EDUCATION TOTAL 
BANK STATEMEIVT 9130118 
GENERAL FUND MISSIONS FU.VD 

$8,591.62 ($-1048.61) 
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FIR-'1 SES~IO~ 
SOL'THEASTERJ\ ASSOCI.t.. TIO\ Of f\\ !3 

FEBRl'ARY 17,2018 
l\EW ZIO\J F\\'B CHL'RCH 

\'F\\' 710!\ F\\'B CHL'RCH HOSTED THt. FIRST MHTII\G OF ~0 18 THt. 
MODER.-\ TOR OPENED\\ ITH A CALL TO ORDt R FOLLOWED BY SCRIPTL'RE 
Rl:ADING FROM EPHESIANS 6.5-8. THE MODERATOR. BROTHLR JOEY 
PETTIS ALSO GA \'E THF WELCOME TO THE ASSEMBLED DELEGATES. 
DEACOJ\S. \111\ISTERS, A)'.;D \'ISITORS TO '\E\\' ZIO)'.; 0:1 !HIS SA Tl RDA Y 
1\IOR.\'11\G THE MOD ERA TOR fHE:I CALlED 0)'.; BROTHER LAMAR BLXTOl\ 
FROM P!LGRJM RFST TO MAKE THE RESPONSE. BROTHER LAMAR 
RESPONDED BY SA Yfl\G WE WERE ALL GALD TO BE IN THE LORD'S 
GHOl!S[ Ol\ THI SA Tl.'RDA Y AND LOOKED FORWARD TO A GREAT DAY f\J 
THE LORD A\D A \1EAL A~]) FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW. 

Hl'SBA!\D t\\D \\'IFF JFSSIE AND JANE \1c!Nl\JISH Led THE MOR.\JING 
SO\'G SER\'JCE. WE SANG HYMNS NUMBER 518 AND 520 FR0\•1 THE 
CHCRCH HY\INAL 

THE MORN~G OFFER!. 1G RECEJ\'ED BY GARY SHE! LE). DA \'10 
Tt.AT. KEl\KETH ETHRJDGE. A\D ROY DEAl\ Sr. 11TH TOTALLED $283.00 Al'.D 
\\AS Tl'RNED 0\'ER TO THE Fl\ANCE COMMITTEE TO DESIGNATE THE 
L'SAGE Of -1 Ht. COLLECTIO"l 

A 1 THIS SESSION \\'ERF ~ ~vfll\lSTERS PLL' I \'ISIT!NG \1JKISTER. ~ 
DLACO\S. A\'D 4\'ISITORS PLl"l\ THE DELEGATES. 

Tfl[ \'OTI\G BODY TO APPRO\'£ THE DELEGATES WILL BE RALPH 
BAKER . .IOE't McCREIGHT. JOEY PETTIS. TI-I01\1A KIRKLAND. LA:V!AR 
Bl'XTOJ\. GARY SHELLEY. DA \'ID TE.\T. WILLI t\M SOWELL. THESE ARE 
MP.\ISTER~ t\1\0 DEACOJ\S. THE ORDAr>;ED AUHORITY: 

DELEGATES SYL\'IA BR.I\NNO\J. MELINDA 0\\ E:\S. DOLL 't \'ICKERS, :-!INA 
riCKERS FROM l\10L-:\T ZIO. : Lli\DA CORDELL. BARBAR.<\ KIRKLAND. 
LC\DA SOWELL. A.t\D ALTER.~ATE LIS<\ CORDEll FROM \IE\\ PROSPECT: 
HE!\RIETT A. BROWN. KE~FTH ETHRIDGE. MARY HELLEY. ROY DEA~ 
SMITH. JO ANN SMITH. MARY TEAT. AND ALTER!\ A 1 E PAM PFTTIS FRO I\! 
NEW ZION. CAROL 1"N BL'CKZAR. KALA DYSON. JAMES DYSOl\ FROM 
PILGRJM REST: JIMMY BAXTER FROM SARDIS. SYLVIA ETHRIDGE, L!)'.;DA 
FLOYD. JA!\'ICE SMITH. AND AL TER.'\ATE CHL'CK WHITEHEAD FROM 
l':\ION. THI SE BROTHER <\1\D SISTERS ALONG WITH THE ORDAI\'ED 
.'\lTHORJTY \\'ILL BE THE \'OTI\'G \1El\1BERS DL RDJG THE BUSIJ\ESS 
SESSION. MOTIONED, SlCOl\D. A D CARRIED BY AYE VOTE. 
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BUSI\IESS SESSION: 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORTED LETTERS IN ORDER. 

THE BOARD OF CHRIST!At\ EDUCATION REPORT GIVEN BY BROTHER 
JIMMY BAXTER REPORTED 0\ THE RECENT WINTER RETREAT At-:D THE 
SPEAKER, BLAKE NANCE. ALSO REMINDED US OF THE YOUTH CAMPS TO 
BE HELD IN JUNE AT THE VINEYARDS. MOTION TO ACCEPT LAMAR 
BUXTON, SECOJ\D BY ROY DEAN SMITH, AND CARRIED BY VOTE. 

A QUESTION WAS RAISED FROM THE FLOOR TO THE CHRISTL~\. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CO:'-JCERJ\JNG HOW DUES A};D COST WAS SHARED 
\\lTH THE STAE UNE ASSOCIATION AND IT SEEMED TO BE A BIT 
CONFUSING SO THE COMMITTEE WAS ASKED TO GET WITH THE OTHER 
COMMITTEE AND DISCUSS THIS AJ\D REPORT BACK TO US. 

THE MISSJOJ\S C0\1MITTEE REPORTED BY HE!\RIETT A BRO\\';-..i GA \ 'E 
AN UPDATE ON STATE WORKS. MEXICAN WORKS. WITH SPECIAL 
EMPHASIS PLACED ON THEE-TEAM MINISTRY WHERE SO MANY YOlJ\JG 
PEOPLE GO TO BE WITH MISSIONARIES ON THE MISS! OJ\ riELD A~D LEAR.N 
ABOUT .\11SSIONARY WORK IN OTHER PLACES. BOTH AT HOME AND 
ABROAD. ALSO MENTIONED THE WMO OFFERING ON APRIL 29,2018 Al\D 
URGED CHURCHES TO DO ALL THEY COULD FOR THE MISSIOl\ FIELD. A 
MOTION TO ACCEPT WAS MADE BY DAVID TEAT WITH SECOJ\D fROM 
LAMAR BUXTON, AND CARRIED BY VOTE. 

THE CHILDRE~ HOME REPORT GIVEN BY THE CHILDREN ADVISORY 
C0.'\1MITTEE MEMBER. MODEM TOR JOEY PETTIS WAS AN CPDA TE ON THE 
PROGRESS IN THE HOME, THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN, THE Ol\GOING 
PROJECT OF RENOVATION OF THE HOUSE PURCHASE TO BE USED AS A 
RETREAT CENTER FOR WORKERS. THE GENERAL A TTITLJDE OF THE 
CHILDREN AND WORKERS. AND GENERALLY THE HOME OPERf\ 1'!\G LIKE 
A WELL OILED MACI-!INE WITH ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS, STAFF. A:'-JD 
CHILDREN WORKING WELL TOGETHER. MOTIO~ AS INFORMATION LAMAR 
BUXTO:-J AND CARRIED BY VOTE. 

THE RESOLUTIONS C0\1MITTEE, THE NO!vi!NA TING COMMITTEE, 
THE PLACEMENT HAD :-JO REPORTS FOR THIS SESSIOJ\ THE FNA'\CE 
COMMITTEE \\'ILL REPORT FOLLOWING A SHORT RECESS. 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE RECESS THE MOD ERA TOR. JOEY 
PETTIS, CALLED FOR THE FINANCIAL RREPORT. THE PLATE OFFERING OF 
$283.00 WAS DELEGATED TO THE YOUTH CAMP TO REMAN N THE 
TREASURY FOR CAMP PASS DUES. A .\10TION \\'AS MADE BY LAMAR 
BliXTON AND SECONDED BY BOTH DAVID TEAT AND DANNY HENDERSON 
AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED. 
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THE \10DERA 1 OR. JOEY PFTTIS. \SKED THE SO. 'G LEADER AND 
\1CSICIA\. JES 'IE A .. D .'AM Mcl\i\ISH TO OPE:\ THE lv!OR.\TI\G SONG 
SER\'ICE. CHOSEN SO~GS WERE ··WE'LL WORK' 'FREELY, FREI:L y· AND 
·LITTLE I \1l!CH' WE TI!EN HAD A SPECIAL A)'.,D IF All FD TO RECORD I HE 
TITLE OR THE JNDJ\'!Dl'AL. I WROTE DOW-:\ PECIAL A:\D STOPPFD THERE. 
Jl'ST GOES TO SHO\\ HOW AGf CAN AHFCT THE !v1]]\,DI 

JIMMY SYl\10NS, PASTOR AT CHESTER CHAPEL f\\ B CHL'RCH. 
BROCGHT THE \10R'JI-:\G MESSAGE HIS 'v1ESSAGE TAKE\ FR0\1 
PRO\'ERBS 3:5 CONSISTED OF THREE POD\'TS· LEA:\ II\ P!:,RSO\AL Llf[ 0\ 
TilE LORD: LEAN IN CHURCH liFE 0\ THE LORD: AND LEAN IN YOUR 
ASSOCI.<\ TION LIFE 0\ THE LORD THERE FOLLO\\ ED A;\ IN\'IT.\TIO\ FOR 
ANYONE \\'HO DESIRED TO C0\1[ TO THE ALTAR A"--D PM Y. A VERY 
BEAL'TlFl L P!A!'-.0 SOLO ·THE GARDE\ .. BROTHER DA \ ID TEAT GA \'E THE 
CLOSING PM YLR \\ ITll THE BLESSI\'G O'J THE NOON MEAL. THE CHURCH 
SERVED A \'ERY GOOD \1EAL <\ \D A..l L ENJOY!:.D FELLOWSHIP SO IT 
ED.!ED. 

fHE Jll!\L SESSION OF TH[ A SSOCIA TIO\ \VAS HOSTED BY SARDIS 
F\\'B CHl'RCH 01\ A BL\l TJFUL JL'\'E DAY. A DAY THE LORD HAD :V!ADE 
AND E\'ERYONE SHOCLD BE GLAD AND R.l:JOICE IN If. 

THF REGISTRATION FOR IHIS \JEETING BEGAN AT 9:30AM AJ\D 
BROTHER JOEY PETTIS. OUR l\10DERA.TOR, CALLED THE \1EETI\'G TO 
ORDER AT I 0:00 AM. AS \\'AS HIS CCSTO'v1 HE \!E\'TIO\ED OCR 
ASSOCIATION AND THE GATH!:.Rl\G TOGETHER Of THOSE SO FAITHFCI 
TO BE A PART OF THIS ASSOCIATION. BROTHER THOMAS KIRKLA\ID LED 
THE CONGREGATION P.\ THF OPIJ\1\G PRAYER SE!::Kl~G GOD'S MERCY 
A:\D GUDANCE ON THE GATHERING. THE WELCOME BY BROTHER 
MICKEY GILMORF .\:\D THE RESPO:\SE 8) BROTHER WILLIAM SOWELL 
WAS EXTE~DED. 

BROTHER MICKEY GIUlORE LID THE CONGREG<\ TIO\ 1:\ i\ SHORT 
SONG SERVICE BROTHJ:R JOffi..'NY GILMORE HAD AD\'lSI:D THAI THIS 
E\'E!\ING THE GIU!OR.E'S \\ OCLD COME TOGETHER FOR THEIR r!Ni\L 
FAMILY GET TOGETHER AJ\D SING IJ\ WHICH THl:Y \\ OCLD HA \'E A MEAL 
I·OLLOW!l\G. E\'ERYOJ\F WAS I\!\'ITED TO BE IN A TTE\JDA \JCE. 

RFCOG1\ITIOl\ OF MlNISTI::RS. DEACO:\ , Al\D \'ISITORS SHOWED 
ML 'ISTER'S MLPH BAKLR. THOMAS KIRKLA\D. DA\~Y HENDERSO\', 
JOEY McCREIGHT. JOEY PFTTIS A\'D \'lSI TORS RICKY GID10RE AND DALE 
BISHOP BROTHER BISHOP \\'Ol'LD BRING THE \10RNl:\G \1ESSAGE. 
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THE ORDAil\'ED DEACONS REGISTERING WAS ODIS LAMAR BUXTO\, 
JOHI\1\'Y GILMORE, BILLY SHELLEY, AND WILLIAM SOWELL. 
VISITORS REGISTERED WAS SANDRA BISHOP, ABBEY CORNELIUS, TERRY 
COPWELL, WAYNE AND JENNIFER PITTMAN, PATTY BCSH?, AND PATRJCIA 
HAMPTON. THE ORDAINED AUTHORJTY LISTED ABOVE, WITH THE 
EXCEPTIONS OF RJCKY GILMORE AND DALE BISHOP (VISITORS) WILL BE 
THE VOTING AUTHORJTY ON SEATING OF DELEGATES AS CALLED. 

THE DELEGATES FOR TODAY ARE MELINDA OWENS, DOLLY 
VICKERS. NINA VICKERS WITH ALTERNATES SYLVIA BRANNON AND ANN 
HATCHER FROM MOUNT ZION; BARBARA KIRKLAND, JOHN TCRNER. 
SHIRLEY TRUNER WITH ALTERNATES LINDA CORDELL. LUCY DEES, AND 
LINDA SOWELL FORM NEW PROSPECT; HENRJETA BROWJ\. KENNETH 
ETHRJDGE, PAM PETTIS, MARY SHELLEY. JOANN S~11TH, ROY DEAN S:v!ITH. 
CHARLOTTE WHIDDON FORM NEW ZION; CAROLYN BL'CKZAR, KA YLA 
DYSON. PAM DYSON AND ALTERNATE WILBUR BUXKZAR FROM PILGRJM 
REST: JIMMY BAXTER, SANDRA BAXTER, :v!ICKEY GILMORE. BRJDGETT 
McCREIGHT. RONNIE MARSHALL FROM SARDIS; SYLVIA ETHRJDGE. PEGGY 
HERRING. CHUCK WHITEHEAD AND ALTERNATES LINDA FLOY FLOYD 
AND LOuiS MATHIS FORM U?'-JJON. A !\10TION WAS MADE FROM THE 
ORDAINED AUTHORITY WITH SECOND AJ\D CARRJED BY THE BODY. 
THESE, ALONG WITH THE ORDAINED AUTHORJTY WILL BE THE VOTING 
BLOCK FOR THE BUSINESS SESSION. 

THE CREDEJ'\TIALS COMMITTEE DECLARED THE LETTERS FROM ALL 
CHRUCHES TO BE IN ORDER. MSC. 

THE NOMINA T!NG COMMITTEE, THE PLACEMENT COMMITTEE. AND 
THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE ALL HAD NO REPORT. 

THE CHILDRE HOME BOARD MEMBER GAVE AS INrORMA TION THE 
)!EAR COMPLETION OF THE HOUSE TO BE USED FOR HOUSE PARENTS REST 
AND RELAXATION DURJNG DOWN TIME, THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN I;-..J 
THE HOME AND OTHER NEWS AS WAS AVAILABLE ON THE WEB SITE AND 
IN THE NEWS LETTER. THE HOME IS DOING REALLY WELL AND GOD HAS 
REALLY BLESSED. BROTHER JOEY PETTIS IS THE BOARD MEMBER GINNG 
THE REPORT. 

THE MISSION'S BOARD REPORT GIVEN BY HENRIETTA BROWN 
COVERED INFORMATION ON THE V ARlO USE-TEAMS GOING OUT THIS 
YEAR TO VARJOUS PLACES, IN THE t;S AND ABROAD, TO SERVE WITH 
MISSIONARIES AND GET A FEEL FOR THE LIFE OF A MISS!O:\A Y. ALOS 
MENTIONED THE MEXICO WORK, THE OTHER MISSION WORK, THE WORK 
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BEGINNrNG TN THE HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA AREA, CONTf.\IUED PRAYER 
FOR THE MOBILE WORK AND OTHER STARTL'PS AND RE\'ITAL!ZIATIO 
PROGRAMS LIKE THE ONE AT EASl SlOE IN DOTHAN. THIS WAS VERY 
GOOD I:]'-;FORMA T!ON AND WELL SHARED. RECEIVED AS INFORM A TIO 

THE CHRISTIN\ BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTED ON HOW THE 
BOARD WAS DOING, HOW THE DUES WAS COLLECTED, HOW THE 
SPEAKING FEES FOR EACH FUNCTION WAS SHARED. OUR COST FOR THE 
TOW CAMPS THIS YEAR IS $1.200.00 FOR CAMP A:.ID ONE RETREAT. 
RECEfVED AS INFORMATION AND REPORT. 

WE HAD A SHORT RECESS FOR 10 MINUTE OR SO. 

UPON REASSEMBLY THE MODERATOR. BROTHER JOEY PETTIS. 
ASKED FOR THE FI:]'-;ANCIAL REPORT Al\D IT WAS GIVEN BY BROTHER 
LAMAR BUXTOJ\. THIS MORNINGS PLATE OFFERING OF $179.00 WAS GIVEN 
TO THE CHRISTIAN BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR ITS PURPOSES. ALOS 
MOVED THAT WE CONTINUE OUR PRACTICE OF GfVING TO OUR 
MISSIONA Y SPEAKER AN HONORARIUM OF $500.00 FOR COMING TO THIS 
SESSION. MSC. 

THE CLERK HAD RECORDED THE INFORM/\ T!ON IN A SPIRAL BI!\DER 
USED FOR OTHER PURPOSES AND FORTUNATELY THAT SPIRAL BNDER 
WAS USED UP AND HAS BEEN FILED AND A THE TIME OF ASSEMBL YI.NG 
THESE MINUTES HAS NOT LOCATED THAT PARTICULAR BINDER. THE 
REGISTRATION REPORT A. D THE POINTS ON THE MORNING MESSAGE BY 
BROTHER DALE BISHOP WAS THEREIN RECORDED. I APOLOGIZE FOR 
MISPLACING THE BOOK, BUT I AM HUMAN. AS I RECALL WE HAD A 
GATHERING OF OVER 60 PEOPLE. COUNTL G THE ONES DO\VNST AIRS IN 
THE DINL\IG HALL. 

BROTHER DALE BISHOP BROUGH1 A VERY STIR.IU:'JG MESSAGE AND 
I REMEMBER WELL HIS DELIVERANCE, HIS SITTY REMARKS, HIS LITTLE 
ASIDES THAT BORUGHT HOMOR, SERIOUS HUMOR. TO HIS MESSAGE. HE 
DID A COMMENDABLE JOB IN PRESENTING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 

OUR MOD ERA TOR, BROTHER JOEY PETTIS, THEN FOLLOWED WITH 
AN ALTAR CALL. HE CLLED OJ\ BORHTER JOEY McCREIGHT TO GIVE 
DIRECTIONS FOR THE MEAL AND TO ASK THE IlLESSNGS ON THE MEAL 
AND THE FELLOWSHIP THAT FOLLOWED. 
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OCTOBER 20. 201 8 
NEW PROSPECT FWB CHURCH 

THE ANNUAL SESSIO:\ OF THC ASSOCIATIO ' WAS HOSTED BY OUR 
SISTER CHURCH NEW PROSPECT. SISTER NINA VICKERS SERVED AS CLERK 
AT THIS SESSION AS THE CLERK WAS IN TENNESSEE WITH FAMILY. THE 
SESSION WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT I 0:00AM BY 0 UR MOD ERA TOR 
BROTHER JOEY PETTIS WITH READING FROY! ACTS 23:1. BROTHER 
THOMAS KlRKLAND WAS CALLED ON TO LEAD IN OPENING PRAYER. THE 
WELCOME WAS THEN GIVEN BY BROTHER WILLIAM SOWELL OF THE HOST 
CHURCH AND BROTHER JIMMY BAXTER RESPONDED TO THE WELCOME. 

THE MORNING SONG SERVICE AT THIS TIME WAS OPENED WITH 
SISTER LINDA SOWELL AS PIANIST, BROTHER JASON TH0\1PSON GUITAR, 
AND BORTHER DANNY HENDERSON LEADING THE SINGp..JG. '·REDEEMED''. 
"IS YOUR ALL ON THE ALTAR LAID" AND '·I KNOW WHO HOLDS 
TOMORROW." 

THE PLATE OFFERING WAS RECEIVED WITH BROTHERS ROY DEAN 
SMITH AND DAViD TEAT SERVING AS USHERS AND THE OFFER.<\ TORY 
PRAYER BY BROTHER JIMMY BAXTER. THE OFFERING \\'AS$ 198.00. 

THE MORNING DEVOTION WAS BROUGHT BY BROTHER TRACEY 
AR.\1STRONG FR0\1 ROMANS 1:18. 2:9. AND MA TTHEEW 16:1-3. BROTHER 
WILLIAM SOWELL WAS CALLED ON FOR PRAYER. 

THEM MINISTERS, DEACONS. AND VISITORS WERE RECOGNIZED. 
THE MINISTERS PRESENT WAS BROTHER JOEY PETTIS, BROTHER JOEY 
McCREIGHT. BROTHER DAI\'NY HENDERSON. AND BROTHER THOMAS 
KIRKLAND. DEACONS REGISTERED WAS TRACEY ARMSTRONG, LAMAR 
BUXTOJ\', GARY SHELLEY, WILLIAM SOWELL, DAVID TEAT. AND JASO 
THOMPSON. VISITORS REGISTERED WAS LINDA SOWELL, TEZ CAPOTE, 
KATHY CAPOTE, GA YIN THOMPSON, LIBERTY THOMPSON, Lp..JDA FLOYD, 
JANE SOWELL, AND GWEN SOWELL. 

THE ELECTED DELEGATES REGISTERED WAS DOLLY VICKERS. Np..JA 
VICKERS MOUJ\T ZION: LII'\DA CORDELL, JOHN TURNER. SHIRLEY fCRNER. 
ALTERNATE CHRISTINE BROWN, LUCY DEES, TERRY WHALEY NEW 
PROSPECT: HENRIETTA BROWN. PAY! PETTIS, MARY SHELLEY, ROY DEAN 
SMITH, MARY TEAT, KE~ETH ETHRDGE NEW ZION; KAY LA DYSON, 
CAROLYN BUCKZAR, WILBUR BlXKZAR, ALTER.\ATES JAMES DYSON, 
PAUL DYSON PILGRIM REST; JIMMY BAXTER, SSAJ\'DARA BAXTER, BRY At\ 
SENN SARDIS; SYLVIA ETHRIDGE. PEGGY HERRING, BETTY TAYLOR 
ALTERNATE JANICE SMITH UNION. MSC TO SEAT BY THE ORDAINED. 
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THE ANNl'AL BUSINESS SESSION \\'AS CALLED FOR AT THIS TIME 

CREDENTIALS AND EXAMINING CO\IIMITIEE REPORTED LETTERS IN 
ORDER. 

CHILDREN'S HOME REPROT WAS GIVEN BY BOARD MEMBER BROTHER 
JOEY PETTIS AS INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN, FINANCES, 
AND THE GOINGS ON AT THE HOME. THIS \\'AS RECEIVED AS CURRENT 
11\'FORMATlOJ\'. MSC 

CHRJSTIAN BOARD OF EDCCATJON WAS GIVEN BY BROTHER JIMMY 
BAXTER AND THE INFORM A TJON WAS PRESENTED FROM INFO 0 . HIS 
PHONE SO THERE IS NO WRJTTEN REPORT. MSC 

FINANCE COMMITTEE GIVEN BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE A\'D THE 
PLATE OFFERJNG FOR THEDA Y WAS DESIGNATED TO THE ACTS I :8 
PROGRAM FOR MISSIONS. MSC 

MISSIO\ COMMITTEE WAS REPORTED ON BY SISTER HENRIETTA BROWN 
AND COVERED MISSIONS IN ALABAMA, SOME OTHER US MISSIONS. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, SPECIAL PRAYER 
FOR NORTH KOREAN CHRJST!ANS. CHRJSTIA 'S BEING PERSICCTED ARO 
UNO THE WORLD. WE SHOL' LD ALL PRAY DAILY FOR OCR FELLOW 
WORKERS N THE LORD. 

PLACEMENT COMMITTEE DESIGNATED FOR 2019 MOUNT ZION FOR 
FEBR ARY 16.2019 MEET! G. PILGRIM REST FOR JU\1£ 15.2019. A:\10 ul\ION 
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19,2019 FOR THE A\1\UAL SESSIO . MSC 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE GAVE NO REPORT. THE REGISTRATION 
COMMITTEE REPORTED A TOTAL REGISTERED OF 45. 

NOMll\ATING COMMITTEE MADE ITS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 
BOARDS. MOD ERA TOR. VICE MOD ERA TOR. CLERK/TREASURER, AND 
ASSIST A. T CLERKITREASURER. PLEASE SEE PAGES LISTING THE '\AMES 
AND DATES OF ALL ELECTED BOARDS A\10 OR COMMITTEES EARLIER I\1 
THE MINL'TES. SINCE THEY ALL APPEAR THERE IT IS REDUNDANT TO 
REPRJNT THEM HERE. 

THE MORNING WORSHIP HOUR WAS OPENED WITH SINGING AGAIN 
LED BY THE HOST CHURCH AS SHOWN ABOVE. SELECTED SONGS 
'·HEAVENLY SUNLIGHT" SPECIAL BY USA CORDELL "IT IS NO SECRET" ''I 
CHOOSE JESUS" 
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THE MEMORIAL SERVICE WAS PRESENTED BY BROTHER JOEY 
PETTIS REFENCING SCRIPTURE FROM REVELATION 21:1-5 AND 
PHILLIPIANS 4:7. THOSE MEMBERS LOST DURJNG 2018 ARE: TRACEY 
OWENS MOUNT ZION; DELANE SHELLEY. JEANETTER TRAMMELL NEW 
ZION; C. L. CULPEPPER PILGRIM REST; FAY O'HEARN. JAMES GILMORE, 
WYLENA CUTCHEN. WARREN GILMORE, HARVEY CARROLL SARDIS: 
JAMES BRADLEY, DWAIN ELLIOTT. JEFF HERRING, CO . IE HIX, RUBY LEE 
UNION. 

THE MOR.~ING MESSAGE WAS BROUGHT BY BROTHER JASON 
THOMPSOJ\ OF THE HOST CHURCH AND USED SCRJPTL:RE FOUND IN 
MATTHEW 16:13-28 AND EVELATION 22:12. FOUR POINTS MADE: PERSON 
OF, PRICE BY. PROTOTYPE, ARE WE TRUE DISCIPLES? 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL MEET AT :.lEW ZION THCRSDA Y 
NIGHT. OCTOBER 25.2018 AT 7:00PM TO PLAN THE AGENDA FOR 2019. 

DISMISSED FOR LUNCH A.l\D FELLOWSHIP BY PRAYER LED BY 
BROTHER DANNY HENDERSO:.l. 

OCTOBER 25,2018 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MET AT NEW ZION AT 7:00PM FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PLANNING THE AGENDA FOR THE COMING YEAR OF 2019. 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:15PM BY THE 
:v!ODERA TOR JOEY PETTIS. PRESENT FROM SISTER CHCRCHES NINA 
VICKERS AND RALPH BAKER MOUNT ZION. DANNY HENDERSON FROM 
NEW PROSPECT, JOEY PETTIS AND HE\'RIETTA BRO\\'N FROM NEW ZION; 
JIMMY BAXTER FROM PILGRIM REST: .JOEY McCREIGHT FROM SARDIS; 
LINDA FLOYD FROM UNION. 

A THEME WAS SELECTED FROM THREE REC0\1MENDA TIONS AND 
THE LOVE OF GOD WAS CHOSEN. SCRIPTURE ROMANS 9:13. 

BROTHER JOEY McCREIGHT WILL SPEAK AT MOUNT ZION 0\' 
FEBRUARY 16. 2019; A MISSIONARY SPEAKER WILL BE USED AT PILGRIM 
REST ON JUNE 15, 20 I9 BUT HOPEFULL WE WILL HAVE BROTHER JERRY 
SMITH; BROTHER JOEY HUDSPETH WILL SPEAK AT THE ANNUAL SESSIOJ\ 
ON OCTOBER 19. 2019. THE MEMORIAL SPEAKED WILL BE BROTHER JOEY 
PETTIS. THIS SERVICE WILL BE MO\'ED TO THE MORNING PORTION OF THE 
MEETING AND FEATURED AS A DEVOTIONAL MOTIVATION SERVICE. THE 
SUBSTITUTE SPEAKER FOR THE YEAR \\'ILL BE BILL SANDERS AND OR 
JIMMY BAXTER. CLOSING PRAYER BY BROTHER JOEY McCREIGHT. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 
SOPTHEASTER:'\ ASSOCI..\ TIO~ OF FREE WILL BAPTIST CHCRCHES 

ln order to encourage and inspire the Churches of the .\ssoc1ation to engage in a 
more definite plan of work. to labor together in unit: . and to coordinate their efforts for a 
greater program for Christ and His Kingdom. we do hereby adopt this Constitution and 
By-Laws. 

Article one- Constitution- Name and Purpose 

Section One - Name: This organization shall be kno\\11 as the Southeastern 
Association of Free\\ ill Bapt!,t Churches. 

Section two- Purpose: The Southeastern Association of Free \\'ill Baptist 
Churches is organized exclusive!) for Charitable. Religious. and Educational rurposcs 
within the meaning of Section 501 (Cl (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 
including. but not limited to Religious Worship. Missions. Youth Activities of Religious 
Education, Radio and Television Ministries and other causes promoting Christ. 

Article Two- Statement o(Faitlz and Covenant: 

Section One- Sratement o( Faith 

The Southeastern Association ha> adopted the Statement of Faith as recorded in 
the Treatise of the Faith and Practices of the ~ational Association of Free \\'ill Baptists, 
Inc. , and the Church Covenant as recorded in the \ational Association of Free Will 
Baptist. Inc. The Articles offaitb and the Church Covenant appear in our Constitution on 
pages r. 38, and 39. 

Section Two- AutlwriD' o(the Statement of Faith 

While we as an Association of Free Will Baptist Churches in adopting this 
Statement believe it accurately portrays the teaching of the Bible and thus is binding on 
all members of our Association. we, however, realize it does not exhaust nor limit the 
extent of our fai th. lhe King James Authorized Version of the Hoi) Bible in and of itself 
is the final source of all that we believe. 

Artide Three- Officers: The officers of this Association shall be a \1odcrator. a 
\'ice Moderator. a Clerk1T reasurer. and an Assistant Clerk Treasurer. The office of 
Clerk 'Treasurer may be combined. 

Article Four- Membership: This Association shall be composed of Churches in 
good standing according to the Faith and Practices of the Treatise of the \ational 
Association of rree \\ill Baptist. 
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Article Five- Additions: Churches desiring membership in this Association 
shall send delegates bearing a letter of petition. lfthe Church, upon examination b~ the 
Credentials and Examining Committee. are found to be in order and properly organized 
as specified in the Treatise, they shall. by vote of this body. be received in full fellowship. 

Article Six - Representation: Each Church in this Association is expected to be 
represented at each session of the Association by letter and Delegates as prescribed in the 
By-Laws. 

Article Seven - independence of Churches: Each Church in this Association is 
an independent organization having authority to manage its' internal affairs, to elect its· 
Pastor, its· Officers. to receive and dismiss members. 

Section One: Each Church in this Association shall have, hold. and control its· 
property, real and otherwise. 

Section Two: The Association is a vehicle through which member Churches 
fellowship, work, and cooperate in all things that promote and advance the cause of 
Clu·ist. and the Free Will Baptist Faith in God's Kingdom. 

Section Three-Discipline: This Association shall act only in an ad\ isory 
capacity. Should there arise in the local Church any question in Doctrine, Practice, or 
Discipline ~atthew 18:15-17 shall be the rule for settling any disciplinary problem. The 
Bible and Treatise of the Faith and Practices of the free Will Baptist shall be considered 
the final authority. However, if said Church(es) fail to comply with same. this 
Body. when in session, may, by majorit) vote of the delegates present, withdraw the hand 
of fellowship until such time as Church(cs) has set its' house in order. 

Article Seven-Meetings: The Association shall meet on Saturday before the third 
Sunday in February. on Saturday before the third Sunday in June, and on Saturday before 
the third Sunday in October. The October meeting shall serve as the Annual session of 
the Association. Each session of the Association shall be called into order at 10:00 AM. 
(registration begins at 9:30AM), on each day of the Association. 

Section One: Roberts· Rules of Order shall he used as a guide in all business 
transactions and parliamentary usages. 

Article Eight- Pastors: All Churches in this Association are expected to require 
their Pastor to be a member of the congregation he serves. In the event a Pastor serws 
more than one Church he is expected to become a member of one of the Churches he 
serves. All Churches are expected to require a Pastor joining the Church to petition for 
membership in this body not later than the next Association meeting. (See Credentials 
and Examining Committee section under the By-Laws for rules and requirements on 
becoming a member in good standing for ministers). 
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Article :\'inc-Provision for Ordained Authority: 

Section One: All ordained ministers and deacons must be a member in good 
standing with a Church in good standing with this Association. 

Section Two: Ordained ministers and deacons cannot have more than one living 
~1ife.likewise. ordained ministers' and deacons· wiYes cannot have more than one living 
husband. 

Section Three: Ordained ministers can hold no credentials other than those 
recognized by the National Association ofrree Will Baptist and this Association. 

Article Ten-Executive Committee: This committee is composed of the 
Moderator, Vice Moderator. Clerk.Treasurer, all ordained ministers in good standing 
with a Church in good standing with this Association. and one member from each Church 
in good standing with this Association. 

Article Eleven-Other Elected Committees: To help plan. promote, organize. 
and assist in carrying on the business of the Association in a Christian manner, the 
following Committees are elected by the Association while in session from those 
properly nominated to hold that office. The duties and functions of these elected 
Committees are set out in the B) -Laws of the Constitution. These Committees are: 

A. Credential and Examining Committee composed of five members from the 
Ordained authority of this Association in good standing with this body and members of a 
Church in this Association in good standing. These shall be elected one for five years, 
one for four years, one for three years, one for two years. and one for one year. Each year 
at the Annual session one or more members shall be up for replacement or renomination. 
See By-Laws for duties to be performed. 

B.Christian Board of Education composed of three members elected from 
nominations presented to the body while in session. These are elected one for three years. 
one for two years. one for one year. Each year at the Annual session one or more 
members shall be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-Laws for the duties to 
be performed. 

C. Missions Committee composed of three members elected from nominations 
presented to this bod; while in session. These are elected one for three years. one for two 
years. one for one year. Each year at the Annual session one or more members shall be up 
for replacement or renomination. See the By-Law for the duties to be performed. 

D. Children Home Committee composed of three members elected from 
nominations presented to this body while in session. These are elected one for three 
years. one for two years. one for one year. Each year at the Annual session one or more 
member shall be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-Laws for the duties to 
be performed. 
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01. At the Annual session each year a nominee shall be placed before the 
Association to serve as an AdYisory Board Member to the Children· s !lome. This 
member is to be able to attend the Annual meeting at the Home, serve as the contact 
person for the Association with the Home, have some understanding of budgets and 
financial matters. and keep the Association informed on the conditions at the Home. The 
Board Member does not have to be a Member of the Children Home Committee. 

E. Placement Committee composed of three members elected from nominations 
presented to this body while in session. These shall be elected one for three years, one for 
two years, one for one year. Fach year at the Annual session one or more members shall 
be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-Laws for the duties to be performed. 

F. Nominating Committee composed of three members elected from nominations 
presented to this body while in session. These shall be elected one for three years. one for 
two years. one for one year. Each year at the Annual session one or more member shall 
be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-Laws for duties to be performed. 

G. Resolutions Committee composed of three members elected from nominations 
presented to this body while in session. These shall be elected one for three years. one for 
two years, one for one year. Each year at the Anmwl session one or more members shall 
be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-Laws for duties to be performed. 

H. Finance Committee composed of three members elected from nominations 
presented to this body while in session. These shall be elected one for three years. one for 
two years. one for one year. Each year at the Annual session one or more members shall 
be up for replacement or renomination. See the By-laws for duties to be perfom1ed. 

Article Twelve: Any individual nominated to hold office or position in this 
Association must be a member in good standing with a member Church of this 
Association that is in good standing with this Association. 

Article Thirteen-Required Quorum: Twenty (20) Delegates from four (4) or 
more Churches who are members in good standing with this Association shall constitute 
a quorum. A lesser number may adjourn until such a quorum i. present. 

By-Laws to the Constitution of the Southeastern Association of Free\\ ill Baptist: 

Article One-Officers: All officers shall be elected annually. Any officer may 
succeed himselfiherself in office if so nominated. 

Article Two-Duties of Officers: 

Section One-Moderator: The Moderator shall preside over all meetings of the 
Association, appoint temporary Committees. and call the Executive Committee together 
when necessary. 
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Section Two-Vice Moderator: The Vice Moderator shal l preside over the 
meetings of the Association in the ab~ence of the Moderator, appoint temporar; 
committees. and call the Executive Committee into session when necessary, and assist the 
Moderator in the general work of the Association. 

Section Three-Provision for the Moderator: In case of the absence of the 
Moderator and the Vice Moderator the senior minister of the standing Delegates shall act 
in that capacity. 

Section Four-Clerk: The Clerk shall record the proceedings of the Association 
and of the Executive Committee and have them edited and printed into the annual 
minutes. The Clerk shall turn all records of the Association over to his'her successor in 
office. In the absence of the Clerk the Assistant Clerk shall perform these duties. In the 
event both Clerk and Assistant Clerk is absent the Moderator shall appoint a temporary 
Clerk to record the minutes. 

Section Five-Treasurer: The Treasurer shall have charge of all Association 
funds. The Treasurer shall keep a record of all monies received and paid out by the 
Association. The Treasurer shall distribute funds at the direction of the Association while 
in session or Executive Committee by a majority present. The Treasurer shall turn OYer 
all records of the Association to his1her successor in office. The Assistant Treasurer shall 
have the same authority as the Treasurer to fulfill the Association duties. In the event 
both Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer should be incapacitated the Moderator shall 
appoint a temporary Treasurer. 

Article Three-Duties of the elected Committees: 

Section One-Executive Committee: This Committee shall meet in October 
following the Annual session of the Association on a date, time. and place appointed by 
the Moderator for the purpose of planning the next years Association calendar, and any 
other business that might properly come before this committee. 

A. May be called into session at any time the Association is not in session by the 
Moderator, or in his absence, the Vice Moderator. 

B. Shall act as the promotional agency for the various work of the Association. 
C. Shall act on behalf of the Association of Churches on things when the 

Association is not in session that cannot wait until the next meeting. 

Section Two-Credentials and Examining Committee: 
A. Examine all Church letters presented to the Association and make 

recommendations as to the order of letters and Delegates. 
B. Examine at the request of the local Church an) candidate desiring a license to 

preach as a Free Will Baptist Minister and make recommendation to this 
body. 

PAGE 18 



C. Examine all candidates for the office of Deacon at the request of the local 
Church and make recommendation to this body. 

D. Examine all candidates for ordination at the request of the local Church and 
make a recommendation to this body. The candidate is required to meet with 
the Credentials and Examining Committee twenty (20) days prior to the 
Association meeting in which the Committee chairman will make a 
recommendation on the candidate to the body present in his repoti to the 
Association. It will be the duty of the candidate to inform the Clerk or the 
Committee Chairman for this meeting to be scheduled. 

E. Examine all Ministers coming from other Sister Associations to pastor in this 
Association and make a recommendation to this body. 

F. Examine all Ministers coming from other Denominations or Independent 
Churches who desire to obtain a license to preach in the Free \\'ill Baptist 
Denomination. Such candidates must first surrender an) credentials cutTently 
held. Any candidate coming from another Denomination or Independent 
Church will be placed under the watch care of the Association for a period of 
time not less than one year. Any candidate not recommended for acceptance 
into this Association \>,'ill have all personal papers returned to him. 

G. Comminee may use oral, written, or a combination of both in its' examination 
of candidates for office. This committee will provide the "'Titten forms. 

H. Committee shall grant ro a Minister leaving this Association his letter of good 
standing from this Association to a new Association in the time this Associa­
tion is not in session, PROVIDED there are no charges filed by the Church he 
is leaving or there i no Association charges filed against him. 

Section Three-Christian Board of Educa tion: 

A. To plan. organize, and supervise youth rallies. sununer camp. ot11er religious 
events, and promote Sunday Schools within the Association. 
B. To promote the Bible College and education of our people. 
C. This Committee shall have the authority to maJ...e arrangements for the place 
for the camp. secure an hangelist, solicit workers, purchase such teaching 
materials and aids as necessary, establish dress codes for the camp and set up the 
activities for the camp. 

Section Four-Miss ions Committee: 

A. To promote mission work in the Association. 

B. To keep before the churches of the Association the needs of our missionary 
families, home and foreign. 

C. To bring to our Association meetings missionmy familie or the missionary 
when possible to keep us informed, to plan retreats. conferences. etc. in the 
mission area. 
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Section Fin-Children Home Committee: 

A. To plan ways within the Association to raise funds in suppmi of the Home. 
B. To keep the Association informed as to the pressing needs of the Home. 
C. To make arrangements to have representatives from th Home as often as 
possible to give the Association a feeling of the Home. 

Section Six-Plarement Committee: 

A. T0 coordinate with our Sister Churches the places for the sessions of the 
Association. 

Section Se' en-Nominating Committee: 

A. 1\ominate candidates for Association oflices. 
B. Nominate candidates for various Committees at each Annual session 
C. Nominate replacements for various Committees when necessary at any 

session when a Committee has lost a member for any reason. 
D. To comply with the Alabama State Association Constitution and By Laws 
under ITE\.1 G THE GE\TERAL BOARD a candidate must be nominated b~ this 
Association to serve on the General Board ofThe State Association. The 
Association may also have a proxy for a General Board Member who is unable to 
attend the meeting of the Alabama State Association of Free Will Baptists. 

Section Eight-Finance Committee: 

A. Prepare an Annual budget to be presented to the Association at the Aruma! 
Session. 

B. Recommend to the Association at each session the disposition of the plate 
offering. 

C. To assist the Christian Board of Education at their request in financing the 
camp and youth rallie . 

D. At the request of the Children Home Committee provide assistance in any 
Fund Raising efforts on behalf of the Children Home in Eldridge. Alabama. 

Section 1\ine-Rcsolutions Committee: 

Bring to the Associations' attention any matter needing our attention in the locaL 
state, or national interest. 
Section Ten-Reports: 

Each Committee shall give a report of its· actiYities at each session of the 
Association in order to keep the Association proper!) infom1ed. 
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Section Eleven: 

Any Committee may bring to the attention of the Moderator matters that could 
affect the Association in such a way that the meeting of the Executive Committee 
might be required to handle the matter. If the Moderator feels the need to be 
pressing and cannot wait until the next regular session of the Association he may 
call the Executive Committee into session to handle the matter. 

Article Four-Representation of Churches: 

Section One: 

Each Church is expected to send reports of progress on forms furnished by tl1e 
Association. 

Section Two: 

Each Church is expected to be represented at each session of the Association by 
elected Delegates determined by the number of active Church membership as 
presented at the preceding Am1Ual session. Each Church shall be entitled to three 
(3) Delegates for the first fifty (50) active members or portion thereof. Each 
Church shall be entitled to one (1) additional Delegate for each additional twenty 
five (25) members or portion thereof. 

Section Three: 

All ordained Ministers and Deacons who are members in good standing with a 
Church in good standing with this Association are standing Delegates. 

Section Four: 

Delegates and Alternates seated at any session of the Association should be 
elected by their home Church and their name shown on the Church letter 
presented to that session of the Association. In cases where an elected delegate is 
prevented from attending the meeting the Pastor of that church will be able to 
appoint a substitute from his Church who is in attendance, providing there is not 
an alternate already on the letter and present to serve. 

Section Five: 

Dues for each Delegate are fixed at fifteen dollars ($1 5.00) per Delegate to each 
session. 
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Section Six: 

To help defray the cost of the operation of the Association it is requested that each 
Church send an additional fifty cents ($.50) per active Church member to support 
local causes in the Association to each session of the Association. 

Article Fh e-Usc of Funds: 

A. Funds are to be used for the printing of the Annual minutes. 
B. The Association is to support Home and Foreign missions. promote the Bible 

College in Nashville. the Children's' Home in Eldridge. Alabama, and the 
superannuation of our older Ministers. 

C. Pay such funds as prescribed in the Annual budge!. 
D. Funds designated at an) session of the Association for such cause as ma) 

proper!) come before the Association and voted on. 
E. Plate offerings. special offerings, or other gifts as designated by the body at 

each session. 
F. Funds are to be distributed at the time authorized and in such quanti!) as 

authorized and to whom authorized. 

Article Six-Amendments: 

A. This Constitution and By-Laws shall not be changed or altered except by a 
two-thirds (2 '3'd) majority vote of Delegates present from member Churches 
in any session of the Association. 

B. All amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws shall be presented in writing 
to any session of the Association and shall be read in the hearing of those 
assembled Delegates and shall be tabled until the next scheduled Association 
meeting and then shall be removed from the table, read again in the hearing of 
those assembled, and then acted on by the Association. 

Rules of Decorum 

I. The Association when convened shall be opened and closed by singing 
and prayer. 

2. Only one person shall speak at a time and he/she shall rise to his/her 
feet and address the Moderator. 

3. Each person speaking shall not be intetrupted except by the Moderator 
until he/she get through speaking, nor shall the Moderator interrupt 
him/her unless he/she gets out of order. 

4. The person speahing shall adhere to the question in order and shall in 
no way cast reflection on any person who may have spoken before 
him/her. 
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5. No member shall speak longer than five (5) minutes at any one time 
without leave of the Moderator. 

6. No person shall speak more than three (3) times on the same subject 
without leave of the Moderator. 

7. No person shall laugh. whisper. or cause a disturbance in time of 
speech. 

8. Members shall address each other by the appellation of brother or 
brethren and sister or sisters. 

9. No member of this Association shall absent himself/herself when the 
Association is sitting in conference without leave of the Moderator. 

1 0. The names of the members of this Association shall be enrolled and 
called as often as the Moderator thinks is necessary. 

Articles of Faith 

1. The Bible: The scripture of the old and new testaments were given by 
inspiration of God and are our infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. God: There is one true and liYing God revealed in nature as the 
Creator, Preserver. and Righteous Governor of the universe and in 
scripture as Father. Son. and Holy Ghost. yet as one God. infinitely 
wise and good, whom all intelligent creature~ are to supremely love, 
adore, and obey. 

3. Christ: Christ is God manifest in the flesh and in His nature truly man. 
The mediator between God and man. once crucified, He is now risen 
and glorified and is ever our present Savior and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit: The scripture assign the Holy Spirit all the attributes 
of God. 

5. The Government of God: God exercises a wise and benevolent 
providence over all things by maintaining the construction and laws of 
nature. He also performs special acts not otherwise provided for, as the 
highest welfare of men require. 

6. The sinfulness of man: Man was created innocent but by his 
disobedience fell into sin and condemnation. His posterity therefore 
inherits a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to years of 
accountability sin and become guilty before God. 

7. The work of Christ: The Son of man by His incarnation, life and 
sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all a redemption from 
sin that is full and free and is the ground of salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation: The conditions of salvation are: 
1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and the hearty renunciation of 
it. 
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2. Faith, or the resened committal of one's self to Chnst as Savior and 
Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In exercise of 
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the 
dominion of sin. and becomes a child of God. 
3. Continuance in faith and obedience until death. 

9. Election. God determined from the beginning to save all who would 
comply with the conditions of salvation, hence, by faith men become 
His elect. 

10. Freedom ofWill: The human spirit is free and self controlled, having 
Power to yield to the inf1uence of the Truth and Spirit or resist them 

and perish. 
I I. Salvation Free: God desires the salvation of all. the Gospel im ites all, 

The Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may come and 
taste the water of life Jl'ecly. 

I 2. Perseverance: All believers in Christ who persevere in holiness to the 
end of life have promise of eternal salvation. 

I 3. Gospel Ordinances: Baptisms (complete submersion in water) and the 
Lord's Supper is ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel. The 
washing of feet is an ordinance teaching humility, of universal 
obligation. and to be administered to all believers. 

14. Tithing: God commands tithing and offerings in the old testament and 
Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Gospel (Matt: 23:23) and the Apostle 
Paul said. "upon the first day of the week let everyone lay by him in 

15. Christian Sabbath: The divine la'A required that one da) in seven be set 
apart from secular employments and amusements for the rest, worship. 
holy works and activities, and for the personal commission of God. 

I 6. Resurrection. Judgment and final Retribution. The scriptures teach the 
Resurrection of all men at the last day. They that haYe done good will 
come forth to the resurrection of life and they that have done t>\'ilto 
the resun·ection of damnation. The wicked will go away into eternal 
punishment and the righteous into life eternal. 

Church Covenant 

Having given ourselves to God. By faith in Christ. and adopted the \\'ord of God 
as our rule of faith and practice. we now giw ourselves to one another by the will of God 
in this solemn covenant. 

We promise. by His grace. to love and obey Him in all things. to avoid all 
appearance of evil. to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the 
world, from all sanction and sale of intoxicating beverages, and to provide things honest 
in the sight of all men. 
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\\'e agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the study of 
scripture, secret prayer, family devotions. and social worship. and by self~denial. faith. 
and good works. endeavor to "grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
Jesus Christ." 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for Church conference. 
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the GospeL nor fail to pa) to 
support its' poor and all its· benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness and to watch 
over one another in love endeavoring to "keep the unit) of the Spirit'' in the bonds of 
peace and to be careful of one another· s happiness and reputation and seek to strengthen 
the weak. encourage the afllicted. admonish the erring. and so far as we are able to 
promote the success of the Church and the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian obligations and 
enterprises supreme. counting it our chief business in life to extend the influence of 
Christ in society. and constantly praying and telling that the Kingdom of God ma: Ccltne 

and His will be done on earth as in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and denom­
inational enterprises. the support of missions. the success of Sunday school. and the 
evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world, and ma: the God of peace sancti~ us 
wholly and preserve us blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CONSTITUJON A\JD BY -LAWS APPRO\'ED 4117 '20 10 \\'HCN CON\'Et\CD WITH 
NEW ZION FWB CHCRCH AS AMP\DED. 

Did You Kno\\ '! 

ln Chowan County, NC in 1727 the first FWB church was formed by Paul 
Palmer. This was known as the FWB churches of the South Fift) years later Benjamin 
Randall formed the FWB churches of the North. There \\'aS differences in the ordinances 
on the practice of feet washing bet ween the two. The South practiced feet washing and 
the North did not. 

In the year 1827 there was three churches in the State of South Carolina. 

The FWB denomination moved on to the State of Georgia in approximate]) 1835 
and settled in Columbus. Georgia area. We believe the FWB then moved on to Eufaula, 
Alabama area as Columbus, Georgia and Eufaula. Alabama were trading post centers. As 
the people moved the FWB moved. This took place sometime between 1835 ond the 
Civil war. 
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\\'e believe the Southeastern Association had its· beginning in the year 1878. 

Joseph Whitaker was born in 1865. He is buried at Howard Grove F\\'B church 
and we have obtained the following information from his records. 

ln the year of J 879 Howard Gro1e FV.'B church was a member of the 
Southeastern Association ofFWB. ln the year of 1886 the Southeastern Association 
convened at Goodwater church then located in Dale Cotmty, Alabama. 

In the year of 1886 the Southeastern Association proposed to do away with the 
practice of feet washing as a church ordinance. Boward Grove FWB left the Southeastern 
Association, followed b) Hickory Grove, Silver Run. and New Prospect churches. The) 
appointed Howard Grove as their meeting place and formed the State Line Association. 

In the earl) churches people were so many times called up for doing wrong. 
Dancing and drinking was one of the main acknowledgements made. 

From the early minutes of the Cnion Grove Church established in 1877 we have 
taken the following information. 

On Saturday before the fifth Sunday in August 1890 there was an Association 
meeting at Mount Zion. This was to establish or discuss a new Constitution for the 
Southeastern Association. On August J. J 891 Delegate were elected from lJnion Grove 
to go to the Association. ln 1891 Union Grove paid $.50 for Association purposes. 

The Associational meeting was held at Pleasant Hill FWB Church on the 3'd 
Saturda) in December 1 892. 

In April 1892 Union Gro\'e approved the buying of one half dozen Hymn books. 

In September 1 896 Union Grove elected Delegates to represent them in the 
Association meeting and the church paid $1.00 for minutes and $.75 for Association 
purposes. 

In the year of 1897 the Association dues was raised to $2.00. (Times have 
changed.) 

In the month of October 1898 the Annual session of the Southeastern Association 
was held with Prospect church in Henry County, Alabama. Pine} Grove, New Prospect. 
Antioch. and Evergreen withdrew from the Southeastern Association without any 
authorit) from their respective churches. They then formed an Association known as the 
l:vergrecn A sociation. This Association was contrary to an) precedem known to the 
Ecclesia ticalla1~ and without authority form the Southea tern A sociation and adopted a 
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decorum contrary to any Baptist or Congregational form of government. The 
Southeastern Association would not allow any pastor of the Evergreen Association to 
serve in a church in the Southeastern Association. 

On Friday before the 3'd Sunday in October 191 0 th~ Southeastern of Free Will 
Baptist convened at New Prospect Church in Henr; County. Alabama for the 3211

d Annual 

Session. Brother J. H. Guilford was the Moderator and Brother C. B. Searcy. Clerk. The 
following repOit was brought before the Association on documents. 

Temperance: We, your Committee, submit the following report As the Lord 
corru11anded His children to be temperate in all things, we will submit and surrender to be 
temperate in such acts and deeds and as God's Word pronounces "woe unto him that 
giveth to his brother drink or putteth the bottle to his lips to make him drunk" 'Newill not 
only abstain from it ourselves, but do everything against the sale of it or the use of it in 
any way. We see that whisk e) is a destruction of humanity and the church. We give 
below the estimate of what one bushel of corn will make. The distiller gets 4 gallons of 
whiskey which retails at $16.00, the farmer gets $1.00 for his corn, the government gets 
$4.40. the railroad gets $1.00 for canying, the manufacturer gets $9.85. the drayman gets 
$.15, the consumer gets drunk, the wife and children go half clad in ignorance and shame. 

In 1910 the Association paid $15.00 for its· minutes and on Saturday the 
collection was $8.65. A motion was made to sendS 10.00 to the Ayden, North Carolina 
school. There was also a motion made to pay the Moderator $10.00 for his services. 

Only 4 churches in the Southeastem Association were having Sunday school 
(Sabbath school). C. A. Arnold asked that the churches put forth a special effort to have 
Sabbath schools, as it is a stepping-stone to religion for the boys and girls. 

In 1920 there were 15 churches in the Southeastern Association. They were 
Antioch, Bethsaida, Christian Home, Ephesus, Evergreen, Goodwater, Judson, Mount 
Zion, New Prospect, Piney Grove, Pleasant HilL Pilgrim's Rest. Sardis, Union GroYe, 
and Zion. 

On Friday before the 3'd Sunday in October 1936 the Southeastem Association 
convened at New Zion church for their 58th Annual session. Brother J. H. Guilford, 
Moderator; Brother D. F. Pelt, Vice Moderator; Brother J. S. Vickers. Clerk; and D. E. 
Shirley, Treasurer. 

The following report was given on temperance. We urge that our members obey 
Paul's instruction, "be ye temperate in all things", especially pertaining to strong drinks. 
and we recommend that all our churches deal with its' members that walk disorderly in 
any respect. 
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Six churches reported as having Sunda) schools. Each church v.as urged to 
organize a Sunday school and take the Word tO heart. 

Brother J. T. Hutto held the congregation almost spellbound with old time 
preaching. This was very impressive and enjoyed by all. 

The Sunday school convention was set to meet Saturday before the 2"d fifth 
Sunday in 1937 and went to Goodwater. 

The following men were given as ministers. S. 0. Sellers. Bob Beasley, J. H. 
Guilford, C. P. Guilford. Thomas Baile), J. M Shirley. and D. F. Pelt There were 12 
churches in the Association in 1936. 

On Friday before the 3rd Sunday in October 1938 the Southeastern Association of 
Free \\'ill Baptist met at Cnion Grove church. Brother .1. H. Guilford, ~1odcrator. Brother 
D. F. Pelt, \'ice .\1oderator. J. S. \'ickers. Clerk. and J. L. Stokes (Long), Treasurer. 

On Friday Brother T. B. Millette preached the true Gospel ofCiuistto a 
congregation that enjoyed it and was thankful for such a message. An intemtission of one 
hour and fifteen minutes was given during which time a bountiful feast was spread and 
enjoyed by all. Song service was led by Brother Bob Stokes. 

Only five churches were having Sunday school in 1938. 

Pilgrim's Rest gar the following report. From the days of Jesus down t0 our age 
or throughout the entire histof) of the Christian religion. women have been found among 
the most loyal and ardent followers of Christ. The Ladies auxiliary work affords 
opportunity for women to lend a helping hand in carrying out Jesus command '·go ye into 
all the world." 

A motion was made to pay the clerk $15.00 and~ I 0.00 was given to Brother D. 
F. Pelt for his expense to the National <\ssociation. There were 12 churches in the 
Association. Evergreen had the largest attendance with 229 members. Brother G. W. 
;\oble was pastor. 

On Frida\ before the 3rd Sundm in October the Southeastern Association of Free 
\\'ill Baptist con~ened with Sardis ch~ch for the 681

h A1mual session. This was the year 
1946. Brother D. F. Pelt was Moderator and J. L. Stokes. treasurer. 

On Saturday morning the song service was led by Brotlter Long Stokes. Brother 
Human had the devotion for the morning and Brother Pelt in the afternoon. 

A motion was made to sell James Chapel church and the proceeds to be donated 
to Holmes new church 
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There were 14 churches in the Association. They were Chester Chapel, 
Evergreen. Friendship, Goodwater, Hickory Grove. Holmes. Judson. Mount Zion, ;'\e11 

Prospect, New Zion, Pilgrim's Rest, Pleasant Hill. Sardis, and Union Grove. Evergreen 
had the largest membership with }39 members. 

On Friday before d1e 3rd Sunday in October 194 7 the Southeastern Association of 
Free Will Baptist convened at Union Grove church for the 691

' Annual session. Brother 
D. F. Pelt was Moderator; Lucille Bodiford. Clerk: and J. Long Stokes, treasurer. The 
theme for this service was "Christianity V~ill never end." 

Brother K. V. Shutes gave a report for the Junior College, the Children Home in 
Eldridge. Alabama, and a donation of $4 7.:8 was given. 

Pilgrim· s Rest had Johnny Wilson and Carl \\ilson ordained as Deacon. 

I. Long Stokes was treasurer and he showed a balance of $51.20 in the treasury. 

There were 14 churches listed as members. The largest membership was Union 
Grove with 191 members. The pastor paid the largest salary wasT. B. Millette from 
Friendship. He was paid $600.00. 

Times have reall;v changed since the beginning of our Associatwn. some for the 
better. some for the worse. 

It is a pleasure to have you with us at Goodwater on this 1 001
' Annual session of 

the Association. 
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