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MINISTERS' CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
. . . 

. The Southern Illinois Free' '\vin Baptist ~nrii,steridl : 
Conference when convened with the Union Free Will 
Baptist Church, Sept. 11, 1947. · • · · .· · ·. · · . · .. ·· · .·· > ~ 1} 

·Opened with s9ng. by congregati?n;. · .·· · ··•·· 
:Prayer, by Bro. ·Charles ·Porter ... · " . 

. . . . 
·· Scripture . read by Bro. Claud Childers. . . . . . . ... 

. I , . , 

. With Rev. J. J\f. Smith acting as :M:odcratm· pro. tem : 
Rev. Charles R. Porter was nominated and dulv elected' 

_ mode.rator by acclamation; 'Rev~ C .. H. Curry was ap-
pointed Assistant Moderator. · .. 

. . • I . . . . , , 

Business Committee appointed as follo\vs: Bro. Wm. 
Buster, Bro.· ,James Fite and Bro. Claud Childers. 

Topic, Acts 10:l4, opened by Rev. C. H. Curry uialr-
ing a very interesting talk; followed by others. . 

Rev. C. V.Clark was nominated and elected to bring 
·the eleven o'clock messag~. 

l\foderat~r called ·fbr song and five ininutes I"ece&.'l be~ 
fore the message. Bro. Clade preached a wonderful ines-
sage stirring every heart. · · 

After a handshake, the meeting. was adjournetl until · . . 
1:30 p.m. . 

AFTERNOON. SESSION 

' ' 

Session opened by singing, "~hrow out the ,L~fe Line~· .. 
Prayer by Bro. C. J. Ketteman. · : · , 
Devotional service conducted by Bro. Louis Schrum. 

·.The Business Committee made the ·following· recom
mendation: "Since :we believe Compulsory · 1.iilitary 
Training , in· peace time· is contrary, to . the ·principles of 

. true De~ocracy and destructive both morallv and imir- · 
itually, ·in that. it. remoyes our youth from the shelter 

·.of the home . and·. the church and also exposes· them to. 
unusual temptations. in the adolescent period. of theh 
lives; therefore, be it resolved that \Ve go' on record. as 
opposed to Compulsory. Military Training in· peace . · 
time.'' Signed, Committee: Rev; . Claud' Childers, Rev. 
James Fite and Rev. \Vm. Buster. The resolution having. 
been read. in conference was adopted. . . 

·The Topic of the af~ernoon, Isaiah 43:6,, opened\witli. 
' 
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some interesting talks on}he subject. . . . 
Rev: Ja~e~ Fite ,~as duly elected to preach the intro~ ' 

ductory message ~ext session: · · · · · 
Rev. Harold Whitsell was elected to bring· the after

noon (3:00 p.m;) messege. Bro. Whitsell preached a: . 
wonderful message. After a handshake the ·Conference · 
stood adjourned until·. the next regular Ministerial. Con-

. ference. . ~ . 
. . 

' . 
· ·Those· Attending the Ministerhil Conference were: 

·' 

. . . ' 

Elder Ethel Hoffard· · · 
' . 

Elder C. J. Ketteman. 
' ' c -~ 

Elder Paul Sulcer. 
Elder T. R. .Jones. · .. 

• 

Elder Louis Schrum. 
Elder Willie Huffman· 

. Elder. C. V. Clark. 
' . 

··Elder William Buster . 
. Eider W. E. Russell. . 
Elder Harold Whitsell: 

• 

.Eldert Charle's R Porter .. . . ' . ' . 

Elder James Fite. 
• Elder C. H; Curry. 
Elder Claud Childers. 
Elder Sherman Sullivan. 
Elder J. M. Smith· 

•' 
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·The 28th Annual Meeting of the Free Will Baptist' 
Yearly Conference of Southern Illinois when convened 

· with the Union Free Will Baptist Church· of the Freedom 
Quarterly, . Sept. 12, 194 7. · · 

Ope11ed by . singin~ ''sian ding on the Promises'' and 
· · · "Take the Name of Jesus with You". · 

. ' . 

PraY.er by Bro-:·· Throgmorton. .-
Song, ''Savior · D.eed Me". . , . 
ORGANIZATION- Motion made by Bro· C. H. Curry 

•ntd :Seconded by Bro. Wm. Buster to elect vV. R. Burton __ '),_ 
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-for Moderator; Bro. Burton duly eli:~·cted by· acclalli:ation. 
·. Minutes of previous meeting were re~dand approve(i: 

''\' .. · .... ····· 
Moderator ,appoint¢d ·Bro. J. M. 'rhrogmortonas Assis-

tant Moderator. · · . . - . . ' . ' 

The letters from the Quarterly meetings were read arid 
delegates from the 1 vario;r~. churches1 .received as letters 

. were read. ·Delegates arnvmglate were seated as theY 
arrived.· .·Motion carried that the Moderator. be empow-
ered to substitute delegates if necessary. . .· ' ' \ 

A resolution from thel\Iinisterial Conference ,vas read 
by the Clerk, "We, the Business.Committee ofthe Min
isters' Association of Free Will Baptist .Churches. of 
Southern Illinois wish to recommend that, 'The Free 

. ' - ..,. 
Will Baptist Yearly Conference of Sopthern Illinois a-
dopt the following resolution . to be presented to. the 

· the' President of. thel· United States." Tlhe resolution 
- . ' " 

· reads: ·.''Since we believe . Compulsory /Military Train-
.ing in peace .. time is contrary to the' principles·. of a 
Democracy and destructive both morally and spiritually. 
in that it removes our vouth ·. from· the shelter ·of the 

' ~ ' ' . . . 

·home' and the church, anl also· exposes :them to unusual 
temptations in the adolescent period of their lives, there-

-.,.,··-·· 
fore; be it resolved .that. we go on record as opposed to 
Compulsory· Military Training in peace time.''.· ~Signed, 
Committee: Rev. Claud Childers Rev· James Fite · anP, 
Rev. '\Ym. Buster. · 

' Motion· by Rev· Chas. R. Porter carried that . a copy 
of this resolution be sent to both the President of.the 

r 

· United States and the State Senator. · · · 
• 

The Moderator at thi~ time appointed a Business c'om
mittee . with . Bro. Chas· R. Porter, Chairman and' Bros .. 
• John Willhite, Harry Smith and Floyd Hilliard as m-em
bers. A Pulpit Committee was also appointed consisting· 
of: Sis. Ada Hilliard, Bro.· Jim Terhune and Bro,. Louis 

. Schrum. · I · 
• . . 

Topic, "The Need of Unity in Our Churches Today:," 
opened by Bro· Porter was· very good. . . · •. 
· A partial report of the Pulpit Committee named Sis. 
·Ethel Hoffard to bring the eleven. o'clock message. . 
·. Delegates from other churches arrived and were duly' 
sea ted. . · . · · . . . 

.I - ' I 

Report from· the National ·Association was givlln .~at 
--:-3- . . .. 
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this time by Sis.· Opaf Hiltibidal making a very good 
report.· She. reported that the ·next National Ass 'n.· will 
be held at Pocahontas, Ark. Report duly accepted· .. ·. 

Bro ... Wni. Buster made.mention that the'Franklin Co. 
Quarterly Meeting is plan;ning a week's 'school to study 
the Treatise on Monday night after the. third Sunday in .. 
S 

t . ' . . . . 
ep . . . . . - .' - ~ . . , . 

J •• ' • ·- ' , ·- • • - ' • 

. Motion made by. Bro. Buster . and. seconded .. bv Bro. J. 
:M. Smith that the Clerk have the l\Iinutes of this Year-- - . . ' 

'ly ·Conference printed and distributed· to the churches. . ' ' . . . ' . ' 

Motion carried· . • , . . · 1 · · · 
' I ' ' •• ~· , 

. Motion by· Bro. Buster and seconded by Bro. Oran 
Kersh to stand adjourned until 1:30 p.m. Carried. 

--- ' 

. \ 
• - -----. 

.. E.LEVEN' O'CLOCK SERVICE . 
• 

Service opened with :Song.· 
Prayer by Bro .. Abel. . 

• 

• 
' . 

Song "Praise Him". · I . ' 
. ' -~- - ' - . 

· · Message by Sis. Ethal Hoffard stirred hearts and was 
· surely inspired .of the Lord·· Sis. ;Hoffard based her . re~ 
. marks on the text, "Strive. That Ye may Enter in at 
·the Strait Gate.''· · ' · · . ' . . 

· · A song and handshake 
Bro. Porter. 

followed with benediction by 

' - ' 
• 

• 
• 

• ' ' 

. . AFTERNOON SESSION 

' ' 

' • 

• · Session opened with singing, He's l\Iy 
1
Friimd," and·. 

"Joybells Ringing in Your Heart";. ·• · ·. · 
. Prayer by Bror Curt Rogers. · . I - -. 

Song, "I Shall Know Him". 
· Scripture read from 1st Peter 3:10-17 bv ·Sis. Aline 

• 
Hanna . 

·. A special song; "The Way is Growing Better Every. 
Day", rendered by Sis. Naomi Logdson. Good! . · 

Business opened by reading a recommendation from ·· 
the Business Committee. First, "\V e recommend :an ap-

. · pointment of five ( 5) men together with the :Moderator 
to be the Official Board of the Yearly Meeting to be. 

· · empowered to act on any church business in absence of 
· regular session and in session.'' Opened by Bro. Porter . 

· · who .also made the motion to adopt the recommendation; 
.After second of the motion by Bro. Buster, Bro. John -

---·· .4-
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' ' 
Willhite (a member of the committee) talked 'about' the 

· board stating that it would not interfere with tl~e Trust" 
· ees · of the Conference. ·Motion carried.· .· . · ·. · .. 

. · _The Moderator; duly a-ppointed .. Bros. Porte~; ,Brunell, 
Gulledge, Edlm :and Gurry·. . ·. 

' ' ' 

Second "WP,at is the· individual member's responsi
bility in our every individual church and in the Yearly · 
Meeting~" This is meant.as a spiritual responsibility, -·
signed Committee.: . Chas' ·Porter, John . Willhite, . Harry · 
Smith imd' Floyd Hartely. Committee on closing .resolU
tion appointed by l\'Iod'erator 1/is follows: Bros'. H. Hale, 

'W. Russell and 0. Kersh; · '· \ 

' ' 

' 

Auditing· Committee . appoint~d 'as follows: Bros. C .. 
Curry, C· Rogers and Chas. Shaw. 
' ' ' . . ' . -

Pulpit Committee made their final report as follows: 
. • - . ' i -

Friday evenin-g, Bro. ·Wm. Buster; Sat: 11:00 o'clock, 
Bro .. C. 'II. Curry; Sat. 1:30 -Memorial Sermon-; Bro. 
'\Y •. R. Bi1rton; Sat. night, Bro.· Chas: Porter·; Sunday 
morning, .Bro:• C. J. Ketteman; Sunday night, Bro. !Jip
ton Harpole. -Signed; Committee': Ada Hillard, James 

. Terhune arid Louis · Schrum. . ·· · · 
; . ' . ' ... " 

·- • ... -. . . . I . • 

, .· Motion carried that the Clerk have 250 comes of the 
. . ' l • ' . 

· Constitution and By-Laws of' the Yearly Meeting print-
ed. · 

I . 
--~ . 

Bro. Chas. Porter asked the Wayne Cq~ Quarterly 
Meeting to have their churches recorded in the County 
Scat as belonging to the Frq,eWill Baptist Yearly Con-
ference of Southern Illinois. . • • ' • f -

. The .Clerk requested erach Minister to make his ann
. ual report in order to receive the animal minister's ,card . 

· Time was given. at this time to the l.Jadies' Auxilia}: 
Program which was very enjoyable. ·· 
.. An offering amounting to $35:40 ·was taken for Aux-
iliary work. - . · 

· The next Yearly Cbnference ·ist~ be held in the Frank
lin County Quarterly Meeting on W ednesdav dter the 
Second (2nd) Sundhy in Sept., 1948. 

' - - - , 
. Bro. Curt Rogers was elected to. preach the ;Introduc-

tory Messa'ge next year. · . . .. ' 
. i 

/ 

Bro. Tracey was re-elected as Clerk of Yearly Gon-
·-·5 -,. '• ,' 

• ' . ' ' 
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. ference. ~~- · · - · ·. . . 

· Sis. ·Lucille Willhite was elected as Treasurer· 
· The Moderator appointed the Program Committee at 

this time, to wit: .Wm. Buster, Jananita Smith and the 
Clerk, Tracey W. D,.ees, the Clerk to act as chairman. . 

The Wayne County Quarterly Meeting all .to attend 
their next. nieeting ':at' the J ohnsopville Chllrch. . . . I 

Motio~1 carried to adjourn. · · , · . , 
' . . - . .. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 
. . . 

• I . ' . 
The Friday night. service .was very enjoyable to every

one present. Message by Bro. \Vm. Bustor .. _ 
I 

• ' ' - ' • I • 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION • 

Session opened with song, "Let Him Have His "\Vay 
With Thee"· . • · 

' . . •• 

· Prayer by Bro; Oran Kersh. 
Scripture lesson read froin St. John 15. 

'• . ' 

. Prayer by C. J. Ketteman. . . . . .. . . . . 
Topic, ''Do the · Churches Need a Spiritual Tonic 1" · 

··opened by Bro· E. J. Ketteman, followed byBro. Willie 
Huffman and Br. J. M· Smith. · · 

.. ' ' ' - " ' 
.• Bro. W. R Spurlock made a stirring talk on the To-
pic,. ''If Man Would Yield to the Holy Spirit and let ' 
Him· Enter· Our· Lives, We Would not W orrv About 
N d . T . " . ee n;g a om c. . 1 , · . . ·. . · . 

Topic, Rev. 5:1-5, opened by Bro. C. H. Curry· . . 
. . . - . . 

Motion_carried that the Yearly Treasurer be author- . 
ized to :send to Bro. (lilwford at .Nashville. Tenn. the 

· dues for the National Association. 
Motion carried. to adijourn until 1 :30 p.m. • - . . . 

• 

El.JEVEN 0 'CLOCK SERVICE 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
: ./ 

Opened with congregational singing. · 
Special song, "Looking for a City", by· Agnes Rogers 

· '\~hich everyone·.· enjoyed.' · · . · · . . • : · · ' 
-6- . 
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. Special number, "God is still on the Throne", by Bro. 
Paul Sulcer· This . request ·number deeply touched our 
hearts. 1 - • • • • • . · · · •.. '·-· 

Prayer by Bro. Marsh Harpole. ·. . , . . 
Scripture read by Bro. 0. A. Curry from the-5th .Chap. 

/ ·of Matthew. . . - . 
Special. Song, ''N eith the . Old Olive 'Tree". bv Bro.' . 

Vaughn and daughter. . . . . . 
-Memorial sermon by a very able speaker,. the Rev. W. 

R. Burton. Rev. Burton went back to the organization· . . 
· of· the _Yearly Conference reading the natnes · of the de- . 
ceased of the past year. . · · . . . 

Ministers filed their · reports-with the Clerk .after 
which the examining board made their examination of 

1 them and returned them to the Clerk for the issuing of 
. ' 
ministers' cards· . 

The Yearly Treasurer made her annuai·report. ". 
The Auditing Committee · eXJamined the Teasurer's 

· books finding them in . good shape. · 
Motion carried to receive the Treasure·r 's report along 

with that of the Auditing Committee .. · .· · 
The Business Committee · made their final report as 

J -. • 

follows: · . · 
L We, the Business Committee recommend that each 

min~ster make his annual report fo his Quarterly Con
ference or m"eeting by letter at the,last Quarterly Confer
ence before the Yearly Conference and that each Quarter-

• ly Oonfere~ce Clerk send same to the Yearly Meetin~ 
Clerk. . · . · · · · . . 

I . . . . . . . . -

Talk by Bro. John Willhite on recommendation. · 
. Motion by Bl'o. Willhite to adopt same carried. 

2: ·we, the. Business Committee, ~request the Confer
ence· to. allow Rev .. ·wallace Malone. 15 minutes during. 
th~. Saturday afternoon session for his superannuation 

· report and his talk on missions. . · . . , 
· ·•· · /-Signed, Committee . 

. 

Request granted.· · · 
Bro.· Malone made a· good report, and his talk n For-· 

.eign Mission ·work should stir every heart of th?se who 
profess to be Christians. . . ' \ · 

Bro. C .. A. Curry made and Bro. C. J. Ketteman sec- . 
onded a· motion that ·. October be set aside as ·Mission • 

• • I • 

Month. Motion carried. . ~ - . ' ' 
. . 

· Sis. Aline Hanna made her report as National Treas~ 
-7-,. • 
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Bro· John Willhite read a letter from the National As
sociation about Illinois paying into the Nationaf Head~ . 
quarters at Nashville, Tennessee the amount of $500. · .. · 

.Motion carried to pass th~ request for the .time beihg. 
'Closing Resolution. Co:rpmittee. made its report. e~pres- · 

sing thanks in behalf of the Yearly Conference to the . 
Union Free Will ~aptist Church for their warm hospi-' 
ta}ity arid also to the Moderator and other officers of. · 
the. Conference for their efforts to make the Yearly Con- . \ . ... ' ' ' .. . . -.. 

, · ference a· success. · · 
; Motion made by Bro. Wallace Malone and seconded by 

Bro. Oran Kersh that the Yearly·Clerk's salary be raised ; 
to $20.00 and that the ·Yearly ~reasurer's salary be 
raised to $10.00. Motion carried. . . .·. · . ' . . . ~ · : 

An old time · handshake was then enjoyed 'vith the 
congregation singing, ''Shut. in. with God'',· led by Bro .. , · \ 
and Sis .. Sulcer. · .. · · · / 1 

• • 

The ,·conference stands adjourned until next Yearly 
Confer'ence in 1948. Done, by order of the Free Will Bapc · 

• tist. Yearly Conference of Southern Illinois 'when con
vened with the Unibn Free Will Baptist Church Sept. · 
12 & . 13, 1947. '-

1' . 

' l 

W. R Burton~ :Moderator 
. Tracey W. Dees, Clerk.· 

. ' . . . 
. • · 1 MINISTERS' CARDS ISSUED TO: 

' Elder Hi T. Littl~. Elder Opal Hiltibidal, Elder Marsh 
• 

. 
' 

Harpole, 
Elder Jake McAnally, Elder George Waggoner, Elder T. R. Jones, .. 
Elder George Morgan, Elder Ver'nell Clark, Elder J. 1\I •. Smith · 
Elder Willie Huffman, Elder L. E .. Abel, Elder Chas. R. ·Porter, 
Elder Opal Jeffreys,. Elder Tracey W. Dees, Elder C. H. Curry, 

, . I ~- . . . 

Elder Clo·y 1 Myers, Elder Harold· Whitsell Elder James Fite,. 
Elder· C. J. Ketterman, Elder Oran Kersh Elder. W .. E. Russell, . . . 
Elder Raymond Boyd, Elder Louie Hanna, Elder Aline Hanna, · 
Elder Floyd · Hartely, . Elder. Everett Lewie, Elder· C. A. Curry, . · 
Elder' Sherman Sullivan, Elder Ethel Hoffard. Elder J. E. Harris, 
Elder Jesse '.Brooks, Elder John Hilt!bidal ·Elder Carlos Kersh, . . 
Elder Ella M. Hiftibidal Elder W. R. Spurlock, Elder B. A. Mer- • 

, , - I , . - , 

kle, Elder Wallace Malone Elder Jasper· Arms.tron;r,. Elder Bar· . 
· ney Searles, Elder LoUis Schrum, Elder De-Wey Merritt, Elder 

. ' - / ' . 

' 

RJaymond Pitchford, Elder .Paul E.· Sulcer, Elder -c. A. McBride, ·, 
•, • I , - , ' \ 

. Elder J. W. Throgmorton, Elder Wm. Buster, Elder ·w. H. Bur-· . . . 
. ton and Elder Harlan Street. 

·. 
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