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MINISTERS’ CONF ERENCE

The 30th Annual Ministerial Conferenee of Free Will

~ Baptists of Southern Illinois when convened w1th Blue
. Point, Church September, 1949, |

Song, ‘‘Showers of Blessings.’

Prayer by Sis. Geraldine Lewis.

Song, ‘‘Have Thine Own Way.”’ - L

- In absence of Moderator and Assistant Modelator
the Yearly Meeting Clerk took over for election of Mod-
erator. Bro. Floyd Hartley elected by acclamation. Bro.:
-Hartley then read for the seripture reading John 17:1- 11

Prayer by Rev. Wallace Malone.

‘Bro. C. H. Curry appointed Assistant Moderator

Minutes of last meeting read and accepted.

Business Commaittee, appomted Hosea Srmth Lepton -

‘Harpole and Louie Hanna.

- Sis. Geraldme Lew1s seleeted to brmn' 11 OO 0 'elock _l .
\message,; -

Toplc.;cc\Vhat is the Pastor’s duty to' the Churoh?” |

opened by Bro. Lepton Harpole, followed by Bro. \Vm
‘Buster..

~ {opened by Bro. \Vallace Malone, followed by Bro. Jasper
‘Armstrong. .

TOploH“WVha,t is the Church’s duty to the Pastor?”

D1omlssed by prayer by Bro. Vernell Clark Called L

ton"ether at 11:00 o’clock. | |
~* Sermon by Sis. Geraldme Lewus Sls Lew1s brought
~a very good message. | |
| AdJournment

After:noon-—l 30 0’clock o

Slnglng by eongregatlon
- Prayer by Sis. Reba odwards e --
S Devotlonal readmg from John, 11th ehapter by Bro
- Beasley. |
| Prayer by Bro. Jasper Armstrong |
|  Business Committee report by Bro. Hosea Smlth
o Pomts discussed were: Church e\:tensmn and possibilities
of full time services for each church. Discussions made by

!

- Bro. Wallace Malone, Bro._'Jasper Armstrong, Sis. Alene /

Hanna and Bro. Wm. Buster.” Bro. Wm. Buster made a

motion, seconded by Bro. Wallace Malone, that we refer .

~ the IIlOthIl to the -Yearly Meetmg proper concermnﬂ, |
.Chureh Extension. .
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\Tonunatlone for some one to bring the Illtl oductm} :

 sermon for 1950 Ministerial Confereuce Bro. Lee Le

_V ault elected by acelamation.
“Roll- call of ministers present: " Elders Jasper Arm-

etrong, Wallace Malone, Dewey Merritt, Sherman Sulli- |

van, Wm. W. Huﬂman C. H. Curry, Hosea V. Smith,
Wn. Buster, Lepton Harpole Curt. Rogers, Louie Hanna,
Alene Hanna Floyd Hartley and Vernell Clark.
'Deacons pI‘ObeIlt C. O. Stark, J. A, Flanders, George‘
Bloeh Justin Bunnell Steve Vaughn and Dan’ Hllhard ~
Topm————“\Vhat are the Ministérs obhn'atlons to e‘a.eh
other?” opened by Bro. Wn. Buster | :
AdJournment | .- |

PROCEEDINGS

YEARLY ASSOCIMION

The 30th Annual Sessmn of the Free Will Baptlst
Yedlly Association of Southern Illinois when convened
with the Blue Point F*ree W’lll Baptlst Church September

- 11 1949.

Called into session by Aselstant Moderator Of 1&513
Xearlv Meetmﬂ' | -
| ;Letters from the Franklm County, \Vayne County

"7 and/Freedom Quarterlies were read and delegates seated. .
"~ Nominations ‘for Moderator called for. Bro W’allaee- R

\Ialone duly elected by acclamation. -

The Moderator took over and .duly appomted B10
Chas R. Porter as Assistant- Moderator for this sessmn

Moderator proeeeded to appoint committees.
-~ Pulpit Committee: Roy McClerren of Union; Justin
‘Bunnell of Blue P0111t | and Sls Reba -:_JdWElIdS of Oah_ .
Grove -

Minutes of previous Yearly read by Clerk. Motlen

made by Bro. Bain and seconded by Bro. Lepton Harpole o ,

that minutes be aceepted as read. Motion carried.:
" The Business Committee appointed last year tendered
- their resignation (Bro’s. C.'H. Curry, Jaek Ketteman,

* Chas: R. Porter, W. E. Gulledge, Jack Eden and Bunnell), .
- Motion made and seeonded thls be emrled out Motlon'
~ earrled :

Motion inade ‘and carried that the chair be gwen'\'

power to appoint a new Busmess Commlttee for thlb 301:]1 o
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Annual Session of the Conference. Those appointed were:

Bro’s. Paul Suleer, Chas. R Porter 1Wllhe Huffman Bun- :

nell and C. H. Curry .
' Partial report of Pulplt Commlttee selectlng Rev
| Pau] Sulcer for 11:00 o’clock. .

i Motion made by Bro. Bain, seconded by C H. Curry:-'

- that we adjourn business until 1:30 p.m. |

| \Iotlon carrled Ad,]ournment

Eleven 0 'clock Semce

S

.//"'

Service opened with songs and prayer.
~Rev. Panl Sulcer based his message on Hebrews
1() 23-29. . This wag a very stlrrlng Imessage follo“ ed by L

7 3 h andshake

\oon adJoumment . - | o
. Afternoon-—l :30 O’ clock ST

Atternoon session’ Opened by smgmﬂ' K
Prayer b Sis. Alene Hanna. .

| %Devotlonal led by Bro. Jasper Armstrong o
- Minutes of morning session read and approved .
Memorial Committee appointed:- Edward Robillard

of White Ash Liester Lew1s of Bear Point, and Fred o

. Parks of Arnold View.
~ “(Closing Resolution Commlttee Joe Co*«: of F Freedom o
" Omar Slmth of Bakerville, and Tom Davis of Mt. Pleasant.
~ Auditing Committee: Tom McKemie of Hazel Dell;
- Dewey Merritt of Mt. Vernoo, and Guy Sulcer of Oakland -
. " No report from Natlonal Association.
Discussion-—‘Why support the National Program?”’
~opened by Bro. Jack Ketteman followed by Sis..Reba
Tdwards, Bro. Wallace Malone, Marsh Harpole, Vernell
 Clark, Sis. Opal Hiltibidal, Lepton Harpole Hosea Smlth o
~and Howard Clampet. - ) .
.7 The Ladies Au'xﬂlary gave the1r report to the Con-
ference by Sis. Chesta Clampet of -Bear Point Church.
- She reported two new auxiliaries organized,” those being

. Pleasant View and DesPlains.. She gave individual re-

~ ports from Plttsburg, Pleasant View . and Rock Springs ..
Valley. |
S1s. Geraldme Levns reported for Bear Pomt She -
reported six new members gained in the year, one Daily
Vacation Bible School conducted and two converts m

‘the Bible School.. o - /" .'

. Sis. Alene Hanna reported for Oak Grove. She re-
| 'Lported they have nine members and all of them tlthers for |
| 3 | |




w hich we should e thauhful Sis. Alene also made the - -

Treasurer’s report in the absence of* Sis. Emma ‘Moore.

Motion made by Bro.. Porter, seconded by Bro. Bus-

 fter, that we extend a vote, of thanks to the Ladles Aumh- |
~arv. Motion carried. - - - |

B’usmess Committee gave a partml report a‘r th1<; tlll"

| ',__-——Retu ed Mmlsters Comnimittee recommendations:
““We, the undermgned eommlttee recommend the fol-

~ lowing 1esolut1011 Whereas there is in existence a fund =~

for-our retired miniisters, whereas so far it has only been
supported by a very few of our churches in Franklin

County Quarterly Meeting, yet at the same time it is

xuppocsed to include the Yearly Conference, and whereas:
there is now .-a certain amount of money in the hands of
‘the dbove Committee, and whereas we now have in our

Yearly Conference the ‘Wayne County Quarterly Meeting '_

so they are now included in our Yearly Meeting, We there-
fore make and recommend the following- resolution: ‘We
recommend the money.be retained in the fund for the

- benefit of the whole Yearly Meeting and very strongly -

~urge that.-every church' in .all our Yearly Meeting ! take-
up as often as each church sees fit, an oﬁ'ermg to suppmt -

" this for the benefit of our retired mmlsters

““We further recommend that each Quarterly be duly .

_repreqented on this Committee. We further believe that o
each Quarterly should recommend their own Tem‘esenta_ B

© t1ves of this Committee—2 from Freedom and 1 from
~Wayvne in th]s session.”’ Signed, committee: Chas. R. Por-

ter, Paul E. Sulcer, W’llhe Huﬂman Justm Bunnell and-

C. H Curry N o

- Motion made by Bro. \Vallaee Malone and qeconded
by Bro. Marsh Harpole that,we accept the reqo]utmns as

'. read Motion carried. = . ] o
- . Business  Committee on- Superannuatlon appmntpd_

- were: Jack Ketteman, Wallace Malone and C. H. Curry .

from Franklin County Quarterly ; Arthur Jones and Jake
MecAnnally from Freedom Quarterly and Rov-Conard
'- i'rom Wavne County Quarterly. S ._

Tinal report from Pulpit Commlttee “Wo The Pul-
pit Comnittee, recommend the following mlmsters to
| brmn' the moczsaves during this Yearly Meeting:  +
“thurdav 11:00 o ‘clock—Rev. Chas. R. Porter. . |
‘““Saturday 8:00 o’clock—Rev. Vernell Clark. Smeef,

_'thlq 1s Bro. Harpole s regular service time we leave the

| Sunday 11:00 o clock and 8 00 0 cloek serv;iee to lum to-’ -
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ehoose the minister he sees fit or preach hlmself 2 Sl ned |
committe : Roy M(,Clerren Justln Bunnell and” Reba Ed-‘ |

wards. . ~
Motion made and seconded we reeelve the report of

L"Plﬂplt Committee. Motion earrled

“Ministers ‘cards were renewed and dlstrlbuted !
Cenfer ence adjourned until 8:00 p. m..

Evemng Serv1ce—8 00 0 clock

| Evenmtr serviee epened by congreﬂatlonal smguw o
'and prayer l)y Bro. Lester Lems after whieh we were

favored with several special songs. ST
o Rev.  Wallace: "\Ialene of the Mlselon Board made a

B report on misions. . - R
- Rev. W’m Bueter brought a very meplrmg message
on’missions. - SN o
A free wll of"'erum was taken amountmg to $30 00 .

qaturday Mommg

Sessmn opened by congregational smgmﬂ and prayer

Scripture reading by Bro. Oran Kersh\ from the 7th

Lhapter of, Revelatlen . , - -

~ Minutes of previous days business read.

. Motion made and seeended We aceept same- as read |
'\[otmn carried. S

In the absence of Bro. Guy Sulcer the chair appomted
3ro. Hosea Smith to serve on Auditing Committee. .

- Bro. Dewey Merritt and Oran Kersh nominated to -
~preach the introductory sérmon at nmext Yearly Meeting.
~ Moved and seconded nominations cease and we take the
vote. Motion carried. Bro. Kersh received eight votes;
‘also Bro. Merritt eight votes. On account of the tie in
“votes the chair veted for Bro. Merritt to preach at Pltts—
burg Church in 1950 making him duly elected.

Election of Yearly Clerk and Treasurer now 111 order

Motion made and seconded we retain present officers an-

* other year (they are: Irene Sullivan, Clerk, Valier, Ill,

and Henr} Britton, Treasurer V\Thlttlnﬂ'ton Ill) Motlon'
carried.
-~ Motion made and seeonded we ‘have on the, Program
Committee one from each Quarterly with the Y. M. Clerk *

bemﬂ' chairman of the committee. Motion carrled

The committee '1,pp01nted by the chair is as follows: |
~ Sis. Irene Sullivan, chairman; Sis. Edith Smith from
- \Vavne Countv Quarterly, Bro. J ohn 1Wllhlte from Free-

—5— .
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dom Ouarterly | and Sle Gelaldme LBWIS frem Franklm |
_County Quarterly. |
In the absence of Bro Parks the chair appomted Bro
| Qult Rogers to serve on Memorial Committee. . g
| Tepleu“Remarks on the Bible College,’” by Sis. Reha
}ydwards Sis. Edwards talk was very spiritual and in-

- spiring. ‘‘Sweet. Hour of Praver\ was then sung and

dedicated to Sis. Reba. Sis. Reba and her brother Donald
were favored with an old fashioned- hand shake. Dis-
. mlseed at thle tlme for a few minutes by Bro. Whni. Buster

Eleven O’ clock emce

- Regers |
Rev. Porter based his message on the ‘third. chaptel et
“St. John. This was a very soul stirring message followed
by a handshake and an altar of prayer serwee praymn' |
| for Bro. Marsh Harpole’s son WhO 1S 111 '
' N0011 adjournment. - :

Afternoen—-l 30 0 ’clock

%ernee opened by smgmg and prayer by SIS Opal ‘

Hiltibidal.
. Speecial sonn by Bro. Melvin. Rebe1 tson “Zlens Hlll b

~ Special songs by Oak Valley Quartet, “Just A Little
~ Talk with Jeeub,” and “Kach Day I'll Do A Golden

Deed y? ‘ ) + _
: Minutes of 1110r11111g session read and approved
Serlpture reading by Bro. Wallace Malone.
‘Led 1n prayer bV Bro. Vernell Clark.

Se1v1ee epened by smn-mn- and playel bY Bro Curt' L

\[emorlel Sermon by Rev Rllev Burton Very' in- '| o

'splrmg | | | | |
Busmess Commlttee makes the followmn- reeemmend-. |

ations: ‘“Whereas our Yearly Meeting convenes on Thurs- .

‘day night before the sécond Sunday in September, we now
1eeemmend that we meet on the first*Wednesday night in

. June.. The reason—that it would give an up-to-date

~ report to the Natlenal Asseuatmn \\4 thh convenes in the
month of July.

" ““This 1esolntlen te he adOpted at the ne\t Yearly
Meéeting in September 1950.’; Signed, committee: Chas.’

R. Pmter Justin Bunnell Paul E Sulcer XVﬂhe Huffm‘m o

and C. H. Curry.
o Motion made by Bro. Buster and seeended dy Brﬂ
'Kereh that thig Ieeommendatmn be recewed and adOpted

M etlon carried.

)
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| “\Ve the underswned Commlttee on Busmess reeom-
“mend that an ordained minister in good standing and
qualified to work in the capamty as a Home Mlssmnary |
be chosen to serve the various churches located in the
"Xearly Meetlng or such new fields of labor that 1n‘~1ght- 1
ause o
= Motion.- made and seconded we adopt the reeommend- |

_atlon ‘Motion carried.

. “We also recommend that the Quarterly Meetmﬂ'
vherem the church is located be responsible for the finan-
cial support of the missionary when working in that terri-
tory. We also suggest that free will of‘fermgs be taken
amoilg the several churches and the proeeeds be sent to-
" Rev. W’ R. Burton, \Vluttmgton I11.,.who 1s the treasurer-
of a fund’ for this purpose.’ |

‘Motion ‘made by Bro. Burton and seconded by Bro

" Hosea Smlth that thls resolutlon be adopted Motion
carried.

- Bro. Burton made a motion, seconded b Bro. Vernell

Clark that e accept the reclplents of Sis. Opal Hiltibidal,
- Bro. Hosea Smith and Bro. Tracy Dees as our field work--_
‘ers. Motion carried.” -

Business suspended for a few mlnutes that the treas-

© urer might give his* report. Motion made and seconded

that we . reeelve the Treasurer S report as read Motlon
carried. ' | N
Bro. Hosea Smith made a motmn and seeonded by_
Bro. Burton that we give a standing vote of thanks to the
Blue Point Church for. their hospltahty shown. Motion
carried and vote of thanks given. |
- ‘““We- further recommend that the Yearl Meetmg'
dues be raised from $4.00 to $5.00, the add1t1onal dollar
to be given to the particular ehurch\that entertains the
-_Yearh Meetlnw for the p purpose. of buymg food durmn'
the session.’ '-

. Motion made and seeonded we adopt this reeom- -
~ 'mendation. Carried.
" #“We also recommend that in the future the church
that entertains the Yearly Meeting serve sandwiches in-

stead of regular meals in order for the women to enjoy

the services instead of cooking throughout the meeting.””

Motion made by Bro Kersh and seconded by Bro.
C]ark this reeommendatlon be ignored. . Motion ecarried.

“We  further recommend that Rev. Tracy Dees- be

| -'frranted the. renewal of his mmlsterlal papers and card -
Y ) ' — 7 —
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- from the Yedrly Clerk just as soon as e aga,ln becomes.

amember of a Free Will Baptist Churceh in our Quarterly -

~ Meeting, and-is recommended by the church at the Frank- -
~lin County Quarterly Meeting for his ministerial papers.’ ’

Motion made and seconded that we adopt this: resoln- -

| tion with 1t understood that the Clerk of the Yearly -

meeting notify the Quarterly Meetlng Clerk of thls action.

- - Motion carried.

"*“We further recommend that " all mmlsters pcards
be withheld who have failed to attend Quarterly and
Yearly Meetings according -to our laws until- they give
reason of absence for renew al ’’ Signed, committee: Chas.
- R. Porter W’lllle IIuﬁman Artle \Vllfonn‘ and Paul E.

. Suleer. . D

Motion, made and seconded we edoot tlns recommen-
dation. Motion carried. x ~

- Memorial Committee ‘made the1r report “There Were
26 deaths reported and the following names handed in:
Bro. Johnnie Johnston, Bro. Lewis Claude, Bro. Jnn

Scott, Bro. Floyd Coekrum Bro.: George Loneks Bro. .

Willie Taylor, Sis. Minnie Coekrum SIS Mattie \Valker ”
‘Sis. Mary Cowger Brown, Sis. Mary Ha1pole and Elld
Bryan ‘Harpole from TFranklin County Quarterly.
- Alfred -Moss, Minnie Rains, Stella Marks, Harvey
Craig, Ose Evans Margaret Cralg, John LeWIS Chalrey
- Pogue, Rev. Bob Smlth Ula Throp, Mattie Campbell Lula o
: Myers and Dal Miller from Freedom Quarterly. =
. “Marvin Smith . from Wayne County Quarterly.””
‘ _‘§1ﬂ*ned committee: Edward Robllhrd Curt Rogers and
Lester Lewis. s ~ N
Motion made and seconded that we. aeeept report and .
- release committee. Motion carried.. | o

Closing Resolution Committee made thelr report .
. “We, the members of the Closing Resolutions Committee,

" wish to express our thanks and appreclatlon to the peopl(,f_'_
of Blue Point, Johnsonville and Oak Grove Churches for = °

~ the fine spirit of fellowship and co-operation during these
- series of this Yearly Meeting.” May the Lord add His"

blessings to these churches and community.’”’ Signed,-

- committee: Joe Cox, Omar H. Smithland, Tom Dayvis.-

- Motion made and seconded that we acpept report and : i

releaqe committee. Motion carried. - ;

Motion made. and seconded that 500 copies of the_'
Minutes of this Yearly Conference be printed. The Clerk
to put In the Mlnutes the names of the delefrate's as well

k 4 .
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as the- mmlsters and that the Treasurer be empow er ed to -
pay bill for the same. Motion carried. ' | .
| ‘Motion made and seconded that the Clerk be em-
“powered to buy such things as are needful for the work
~of th1s office and treasurer ‘be empom ered to pay bill for

s '"the same. - Motion carried. N

- In.the absence of Bro. Edams no report was given on

- | the Sunda School Alliance,

\[otlon in order that we adjourn. Motion made and
c:eoonded that we ad,]ourn until Thursday night before
- the seeond %mday n September 1950. Motion carried.

- Wallace Malone, Moderator
| Irene Sulhvan Clerk

Delega.tes to the Yeamly Meetmg as follows:."

-. 'Reba BEdwards . Arthur \Vllhlte

- Mark Pepple o Ila Lance
-~ Howard Warren = " Joe-Cox' ' |
John Lovell .~ . ~ R. O."Albright -
Ray Settle = - Willie Horn
. Perry Armstrong | Bill Phemister
o Omar H. Smith ~ = ILewis Arnold
" .-Joe Pressley o Tom Davis -
~Juel Mandrell - Charlie Schram
£ Harry Smith ° " Roy McClerren
- Lester Lewis - - Pauline Grant °
‘Laverne Adams . -~ Fred Parks =~ =~ -
* Guy Suleer . -~ . - Edward Robillard
. Guy Peterson: - Mark Dunaway
| _Thomas McKemie -~ Dan Hilliard
. Arthur Norris - Iva Brooker =
~Lieon MeBride -~ Justin Bunnell
D E. Bam R |
Mmlsters Cards Issued as follous: |
~ Elders: - Elders: B
- W. R Burton = (. J. Ketteman -
Jack Edens - | L - John Hiltaibidal - -
Jesse Hamilton ~ Ella Mae Hiltibidal '
George Wilson -~ Opal Hiltibidal o :
| '_Dmma Moore - Harlan Street SR
 Paul E. Sulecer ~John T. Johnson SR R
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'Raymond P1tchf01d
Jesse Brooks
C. A. Curry
J. Pat Lairsey
Sherman Sullivan
- Dewey Merritt
M. L. Baker
Lieslie Gibson
Ernest Pearson:
Bertram Smith
Jasper- Armstrong

. Henry Shockley.
t -Dorsey Braden

- W. R. Spurlock
Opal Wells .

- Cloy Myers

- William Smothers

Taylor Coursey

Floyd Hartley .

George W. Waggonef |

B. H. Barnfield
Oran Kersh
Lowe Hanna -

- Alene Hanna R
- C. A. Me¢Bride - '
~ Arlie Robinson.

o

"~ Chas. R. Porter

~ Wallace Malone =
~ A, E. Buntin o

Wm. Bustér - f; |
-~ C. H. Curry |
‘Barney Serles

Lee LeVault .

‘Marsh Harpole

Lepton Harpole

- Géorge Morgan - o
- Hosea V. Smith-

Charles Osborn |

- Pauline Osborn :
Hazel Bulck ‘
Vivian Downen |

Pearl Perrlman )

. Geraldme LeW1s |
~ Leslie Elliott.
 Wendell Newton. .
- Jack Smothers =~
- R. E. Montgomery

Ira Harris

. H.T. Little
- Willie W, Huﬁ"man

Liee Davis

" Louis S. Schrum .
- Curt Rogers

Gazelle Murphy

Jake McAnally
- Opal E. Jeffreys |

Kenneth McNeely

- Raymond Boyd -
- Ethel Hoffard

- Vernell Clark

- J.°0. Travelstead PN
Walter Wayne \Varren |

Claude Childers .

e Everett Rendleman
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