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34TH ANNUAL MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION

The 34th Annual Ministerial Association of Free Will
Baptists of Southern Illinois, when convened with the
Johnston City Free Will Baptist Church on June 3, 1953.

Song, ‘‘l Am Thine, O Lord.”” Prayer by Rev. C. A.
Curry. Devotional by Rev. C. A. Curry, reading the entire
13th clmpter of I Corinthians.

The Moderator (Rev. C. A. Curry) took charge for
election of Moderator for this session. Bro. W’lllle Huft-
man nominated. Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner
and seconded by Rev. H. V. Smith that nominations cease
and elect by acclamation.. Motion carried. Vote taken
and Rev. Huffman duly elected. Rev. Huffinan then ap-
pointed Rev. C. J. Ketteman ag assistant moderator.

Minutes of previous session read. Rev. C. A. Curry
made motion, seconded by Rev. Wallace Malone that
minutes be appmved as read. DMotion carried.

Next business in ordér was for the election of someone
to speak for the 11:00 o’clock message. Rev., H. V. Smith
was nominated. Motion made by Rev. Claude Childers
and seconded by Rev. C. A. Curry that nominations cease
aund we proceed to eleet by acclamation. Motion carried
and Rev. H. V. Smith was duly elected.

The Business Committee was appointed by the chair,
namely : Rev. Lester Breeze, Rev. Everett Hodges, and
Rev. C. 1. Curry. |

Topic for discussion: ‘“What qualifications does the
Lord require of a true Child of God?”’ Opened by Rev.
George Waggoner, reading the church covenant as an
answer to the topie. Rev. Claude Childers and Rev. Willie -
Huffman vouching the same. Topiec of IJohn 3:9 was
openecd by Rev. C. “A. Curry, Rev. George Waggoner, Rev.
Claude Childers, Rev. C. H. Curry and others.

Business was adjourned until 1:30 p.m.

The Morning Worship Hour was opened by singing,
‘““Revive Us Again,”” and ‘fAt the Cross,”’ followed in
prayer by Rev. Everett Beaty. We then sang, ‘*Power In
the Blood.”” Rev. H. V. Smith delivered the morning mes-
sage based on Matthew 22:1-14 ‘‘The Marriage Supper.’’

Afternoon Session

Opened by congregational singing and prayer by Rev.
Everett Hodges. Devotional by Rev. C. J. Ketteman, from
1 :




I Peter 5, and then he led a praise service. |
" No business was found by the Business Committee.

Motion by Rev. C. J. Ketteman, sceconded by Rev.
George Waggoner, that our Business Committee bring
something before the Yearly Meeting that will be binding
on our ministers. Not voted on, but a substitute motion
was made by Rev. George Waggoner, seconded by Rev.
Lester Breeze that the Ministerial Association recommend
to the Yearly Conference that every minister that receives
a card must make a written report that he 1s m good
standing with his Quarterly Meeting. Motion earried.

Roll call of ministers present: Rm erends C. A. Cuarry,
Sherman Sullivan, George Waggoner, Wallace Malone,
C. H. Curry, C. J. Ketteman, Everett DBeaty, Lester
Breeze, Everett Hodges, Opal Hiltibidal, I. V. Smith,
W. W. Huffman, Louis S. Schrum, Claude Childers,
Geraldine Lewis, Claude Hempleman, Irene Sulliva.

Motion made by Rev. II. V. Smith and seconded by
Rev. George Waggoner that the Ministerial Conference
recommend to the Yearly Meeting that names of ministers
who have turned in their license be stricken from the roll.
Motion carried. Those named were Rev. Adlie Rogers,
Benton, Illinois, and Rev. Edward P. Matthews, \[t \el-
non, Illmols

TOpIC for discussion, ‘““Will the Chureh be raptured
before or after the tribulation?’’ Discussion was opened
by Rev. Claude Childers, Rev. Everett Ilodges, Rev. Geo.
Waggoner and others.

Nominations in order for someone to bring Introdue-
tory Message at Ministers Institute i 1954. Rev. Wallace
Malone nominated Rev. Claude Hempleman. Rev. Claude
Childers, made motion that nominations cease and we
" eleet by aceclamation. Seconded by Rev. Geo. Wageoner.
Motion carried.
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34TH ANNUAL YEARLY CONFERENCE

The 34th Annual Session of the Free Will Baptist
Association of Southern Illinois when convened with the
~Johnston City Free Will Baptist Church, June 3-6, 1953.

Services were opened by ceongregational singing and
prayer. The Assistant Moderator (Rev. H. V. Smith) of
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the previous session then took charge and minutes of last
session read by the Clerk. Motion was made and seconded
that minutes be approved as read. Motion carried.

Nominations for Moderator for this gession were: Rev.
-Claude Childers and Rev. C. J. Ketteman. Motion made
by Sis. Geraldine Lewis and scconded by Rev. Everett
Beaty that nominations cease and we proceed to elect.
Motion carried. Rev. Childers received the unanimous
vote. Rev. Childers then appomted Rev. C. J. Ketteman
as assistant moderator.

Church Covenant, Constitution and By-Laws of Yearly
Mecting were read b} the 1110demtor Lietters were read
by the c]erh |

Motion made by Rev. Mark Dunaway and seconded by
Dea. Arthur Jones we accept report of Franklin County
Quarterly Meeting as recad and seat dﬂ]eﬁat Motion
carried.

Motion made by Rev. W, R. Burton and seconded by
Rev. Mark Dunaway that we accept Wayne County Quar-
terly Meeting report as read and seat delegates. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Rev. II. V. Smith and seconded by
Rev. Geraldine Lewils that we acceept Freedom-  Quarterly
Meeting report as read and seat delegates. Motion carried.

Pulpit Committee was then appointed by the chair.
Those appomted were: Bro. Albert Faverty, Wayne Coun-
ty Quarterly; Bro. Joe Cox, Freedom Quartellv and Sis.
Eunice Malone, Ifranklin (,ounty Quarterly.

Business Commlttee then appomted by the chair: Coy
Coeckrum and Les Lappin from Franklin County; Uriel
Williams and Iva Marks from Freedom, and Berlin Scaro-
borough from Wayne County Quarterly.

Report of the National Association held at Shawnee,
Oklahoma, was then given by Rev. C. J. Ketteman. This
was a good report which was enjoyed by all. Rev. C. J.
Ketteman also gave a statistical report showing that as
Freec Will Baptists we are a large group.

Pulpit Committee gave thelr report as follows: *“We,
the Pulpit Committee, suggest Rev. Wallace Malone for
the 11:00 o’clock message; Rev. Claude Childers for to-
“morrow at 11:00 o clogk.” Signed : Joe Cox, Eunice Ma-
lone and A. A. Faverty. Motion made by Rev. W. R.
Burton and scconded by Rev. Uriel Williams that we
receive report and release committee. Motion carried.

Motion made by Rev. W. R. Burton and seconded by
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Rev. Everett Beaty that as Rev, C. J. Ketteman went by
car to National Association to save expenses of the Yearly
Meeting, that we give him the extra $15.00 he did not
spend instead of reimbursing the Yearly. Motion earried.

Topic: ““When Jesus says ‘Ye ought to do a thing,’
does 1t make i1t compulsory and binding?’’ Discussion
opened by Rev. George Waggoner, Rev. Charles R. Porter
and others. Motion made by Rev. Charles R. Porter and

seconded by Rev. H. V. Smith we dismiss business until
1:30 p.m.

Morning Worship Service

Worship service was opened by congregational sing-
mg. Prayer by Rev. Willie Huffman. Devotional by Rev.
A. A. White. He read I Corinthians 13. Special song by
Charles R. Porter. followed by a praise service.
| Report of Committee on Investigation of Constitution

and By-Laws read by the Clerk: ‘“We, the undersigned
members of the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws
make the following report. Rev. Wallace Malone, acting
in the absence of the committee as a whole and because
the chairman did not call the committee iInto business,
went to Attorney William G. Eovaldi for an interpreta-
tion of Articles 15 and 16 of the By-Laws of the Free
Will Baptist Yearly Conference and received the attached
brief.

Reverend Wallace Malone

Sesser, Illinois

Deayr Rev. Malone:

I have examined Article 15 and Article 16 of the By-Laws of
the Free Will Baptist Yearly Conference.

It is my opinion that Article 16 means that the Investigation
Committee may recommend to the Yearly Conference some pen-
alty for any minister who fails to conform with Article 15. And
that, if the Conference accepts the Committee’s recommendation
the penalty shall be inflicted.

I note that Article 6 of the Constitution provides that the
Yearly Conference has power to make any By-Laws necessary
to its regulation. Therefore, if there remaing any doubt as to the
authority of inflicting a penalty, it is my suggestion the Yearly
Conference adopt a By-Law to be numbered 16-A ito provide what-

ever penalty the Yearly Conference thinks should be invoked
for a violation of Article 15.

Very truly yours,
/8/ William G. Eovaldi




““We recommend that the Constitution and By-Laws
be revised by a committee of three.”” /s/ Wallace Malone,
George Waggoner, Willie W. Huffman and C. H. Curry.

Motion made by Rev. W. R. Burton and seconded by
Rev. Charles R. Porter that we accept this recommenda-
tion. Motion carried.

Motion made by Rev. Wallace Malone and seconded
by Rev. W. R. Burton that this yearly conference shall
seleet a person from each Quarterly Conference to repre-
sent us as the Yearly Association, and in addition one
from each Quarterly be selected at their next Quarterly,
together with a lawyer of their own choosing to present
a revision of Constitution and By-Laws at next Yearly
Conference whieh will make a board of seven including
the lawyer. Motion carried. Business Committee appoint-
ed from the Yearly to serve on this were: Rev. Claude
Childers, Rev. George Waggoner who is to serve as Chair-
nmain, and Sis. Gladys Wilfong.

Bu,smt,ss Comniittee’s report of the Ministers Meeting
was read by Clerk. ““We, the Business Committee of the
Ministers Meeting, recommend to the Yearly Conference
that the Constitution and By-Laws be revised, so that the
Yearly Conference has sufficient power to discipline its
ministers and that the penalty for disobedience would be
increased to bring about obedience of these disobedient
ministers. /s/ Committee: Everett IHodges, C. H. Curry
and Richard MecNeil. Motion made by Rev. H. V. Smith
and seconded by Rev. W. R. Burton that we acecept report
and release committee. DMotion carried.

Woman’s Auxiliary report was given by Rev. Geral-
dine Lewis. Her report was that two District Auxiliares
and one State Auxiliary organized. Present enrollment
124, distributing leaflets and tracts 135, Vacation Bible
Schools 2, Mission Study Classes conducted 3, Steward-
ship classes 1, week of prayer 11, given to orphanage
$23.48, trays and baskets given to the needy 174.

All\llldl"} treasurer’s report by Sis. Mae Williams.
She stated they had the amount of $31.11 on hand.

““We, the Business Committee, recommend to extend
the Woman’s Auxiliary 30 more minutes which would be
one hour.”” /s/ Committee: R. L. Lappin, A. A. Faverty,
Uriel Williams, Coy I. Cockrum and Berlin Scaroborough.

Motion made by Rev. Wallace Malone and seconded by
Rev. C. J. Ketteman that recommendation from Business
Committee that Auxiliary have one hour next year instead
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of 30 minutes. Motion carried. |

Rev. George Waggoner made a motion being seconded
by Rev. Everett Hodges that Woman’s Auxiliary report
be accepted and a standing vote of thankg be given. Mo-
tion carried and vote of thanks taken.

““We, the Business Committee, would like for the dele-
gates and ministers to have buttons of some kind to tell
them from the rest of the ecrowd. We also make the re-
quest that the buttons be diffeernt, and that Yearly Clerk
be authorized to take care of the buttons.’’ /s/ Committee :
Uriel Wilhams, A. A. Faverty, R. Li. Lappin, Coy I. Cock-
rum and Berlin Scaroborough. Motion made by Dea.
Arthur Jones and seconded by Rev. Esco Bundren that
we accept recommendation. Motion carried.

Renewing of Ministers Cards held over until Daturday
because of a controversy over issuing of same.

Adjournment until 7:00 p.m.

Friday Evening—7:00 P.IVI.

Services opened by congregational singing and with
prayver, tollowed by a merimba solo. Rev. George Wag-
goner gave a missionary report stating that to date our
quota to Foreign Missions has not been met.

Song, ‘At the Cross.”” Altar prayer for our foreign
nmissionaries,

Rev. Waggoner brought the message from St. John 20.

Saturday Morning—June 6, 1953

At 9:00 o’clock the service was opened by singing
‘““Take the Name of Jesus with You.”” Prayer by Rev.
John M. Smith. Devotional by Sis. Joyee McClerren from
1 Counthldns 12:1-21.

Minutes of Friday’s session read by the clerk. Motmn'
made by Rev. Mark Dunaway and seconded by Uriel Wil-
liams that minutes be accepted as read. Motion carried.

Motion by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded by
Rev. Wallace Malone that ministers reports be read and

passed upon. Motion ecarried.
| Motion made by Rev. Dewey Merritt and seconded by
Rev. Jasper Armstrong that we pass on ministers reports
in a group. Motion carried.

Rev. H. V. Smith then read the ministers reports for
approval. Motion by Dea. Arthur Jones and seconded by
Rev. Uriel Williams that we receive reports and requests
as read.
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A substitute motion wag then made by Rev. George
Waggeoner, and seconded by Rev., Wallace Malone to turn
these reports over to an imvestigation committee who will
decide the status of any minister in question, that minis-
ter being asked to appear before the committee, Motion
carried.

Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded
by Rev. L. E. Able that a committee of five be elected
| from the floor, the first named to act as chairman of the

committee, Comnuttee elected: Rev. George Waggoner,
Rev. H. V. Smith, Rev. Claude Childers, Dea. Arthur
Jones and Bro. A. A. Faverty. Each was duly elected.

Motion by Rev. George Waggoner we depart from
printed program. This was seconded by Rev. Claude
Childers. The change was as follows: 1:00 p.m., Memorial
sermon by Rev. W. R. Burton; 3:00 p.m., Remarks on
Bible College by Bro. Gene Norris; 2:30 p.m., business;
3:15 p.m., treasurer’s report and 3:30 p.m., Sunday School
Alliance report, which put us back on regular program.
Motion ecarried.

Morning Worship Service

Service opened by congregational singing and prayer.

Rev. Claude Childers then brought a w onderful mes-
sage on ‘‘The Great Church of Jesus Christ.”’

Dismissed 1n prayer by Rev. George Waggoner.

Afternoon Session | |

Services openced by singing and prayer by Rev. L. E.
Able. Another song and prayer by Rev. C. A. Curry.

Memorial sermon was then delivered by Rev. W. R.
Burton. This was a wonderful Spirit-filled message by an
old veteran of the ecross. Thirty-six were listed on the
Memorial List from the three Quarterlies with no names
submitted.

Remarks on the Bible College by Gene Norris.

Business Committee recommends that a State Home
Aission Board of five members be appointed from this
Yearly, one of which will be secretary and treasurer and
serve as State Director in representing the National Home
Mission Board. /s/ Committee: Coy 1. Cockrum, Uriel
Williams, Iva Marks and A. A. Faverty.

Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded
by Rev. Mark Dunaway that we receive the report con-
cerning the State Home Mission Board having five mem-
bers. Motion carried.
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Motion made by Rev. Wallace Malone and seconded
by Rev. L. E. Able that the chair appoint the committee.
Motion ecarried. The committee appointed were: Rev.
C. J. Xetteman, Rev. Wallace Malone, Sis. Isaac Smith,
Rev. Willie Huffman and Rev. George Ritter.

Motion made by Rev. Wallace Malone and seconded by
Rev. George Waggoner that we recommend Rev. George
Ritter to the National Board as our Statc Director. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion made by Rev. Dwight Dame and seconded by
Bro. Coy Cockrum that we reimburse Rev. GGeorge Wag-
coner his expenses of trip to the National Assoclation at
Shawnee, Oklahoma. The sum of this expense being
$61.09. Motion carried.

We then proceeded to eleet a delegate for our National
Association to be held at Mt. Vernon, Illinois, July 13-16,
1953. Bro. Lester Lewis was nominated. Motion made by
Rev. Willie Huffman and seconded by Rev. Dewey Merritt
that nominations cease and we elect by acclamation. DMo-
tion carried. Bro. Lester Lewis being elected delegate.

Nominations were then in order for someone to preach
Introductory Message at next Yearly proper. Rev. Dwight
Dame nominated. Motion made by Rev. C. A. Curry and
secconded by Rev. John M. Smith that nominations close
and we elect by acelamation. Motion carried. Rev. Dwight
Dame duly clected. |

The 1954 yearly session will be held at the Sunday
School Alliance Tabernacle at Benton (West City), 1lli-
nois, 1 Franklin County Quarterly. |
Election of Yearly Clerk was next in order. Sis. Irene
Sullivan gave in her resignation at this time.

Motion made by Rev. Wallace Malone and sceonded by
Rev. Richard MeNeil that we aceept Sis. Irene Sullivan’s
resignation. Motion carried. Sis. Opal Hiltibidal and Sis.
Joyce MceClerren were nominated : both refused to accept.
Sis. Patricia Norris was then nominated. Motion by Rev.
Geraldine Lewis and seconded by Bro. Coy Cockrum that
nominations cease and we proceed to elect by acclamation.
Motion carried. Sis. Patricia Norris duly elected.
Election of treasurer next in order. Bro. Henry DBrit-
ton gave in his resignation at this time. Motion made and
seconded to accept his resignation. DMotion carried. Rev.
C. J. Ketteman nominated Sis. Jovee MeClerren. Motion
made by Rev. W. R. Burton and seconded by Rev. John
M. Smith that nominations cease and elect by acclamation.
Motion carried and Sis. Joyee MeceClerren duly clected.
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Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded
by Rev. John M. Smith that new eclerk be instructed to
have 500 minutes printed and treasurer pay for same.
Motion earried.

Appointment of Auditing Comnuttw 11eXt in order.
The chair appointed Rev. 1L V. Smith, Rev. Willie ITufl-
man and Rev. Lester Breeze. |

Investigating Committee report: ““We, the Investiga-
tion. Committee, recommend that all ministers making
yearly reports to this Yearly Meeting be given cards ex-
cept those who have not qualified. We also recommend
that those ministers who do not make reports to this
Yearly session not be given a card. We also recommend
that if any minister reports before the close of this session
that his report be read and acted upon.’”’ /s/ Committec
George W. Waggoner chairman, Claude Childers, II. V.
Smith, A. A. Faverty and A. R. Jones. Motion made by
Rev. George Waggoner and seconded by Rev. Wallace
Malone that this recommendation be granted. Motion
carried.

Reports of ministers who had turned in their reports
during this session were then read.

Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded
by Bro. Uriel Williams that we accept the report of Rev.
Vernell Clark. Motion carried. |

Motion made by Rev. Dwight Dame and seconded by
Rev. C. J. Ketteman that we strike the names of Edward
. Matthews and Adlie Rogers from the dehuquent list ag
they have given m papers.

Motion “made by Rev. H. V. Smith and seeonded by
Rev. I.. i, Able that Brothers John T. Johnston and Jesse
ITamilton receive their card. Motion carried.

Motion made by Rev. H. V. Smith and secconded by
Rev. Coy Cockrum that Sis. Vivian Dunning get her card.
- Motion carried.

Motion made by Rev. George Waggoner and seconded
by Rev. John M. Smith that we strike from the record the
motion made by Rev. Malone. Motion carried and motion
stricken from record. |

A report on superannuation was made by Rev. Wallace
Malone. At this time he announced his resignation, but
withdrew same in favor of next motion.

Motion made by Rev. C:. J. Ketteman and seconded by
Rev. W. R. Burton that we dissolve the whole board and

money referred to the giver as to the disposal of same.
Motion carried.
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Treasurer’s report was then given by Rev. IHenry
Britton. Motion made by Rev. C. A. Curry and seconded
by Rev. John M. Smith that we accept report of treasurer.
Motion earried.

The Auditing Committee gave their report. ‘*Johnston
City, Illnois, June 6, 1953. We, the Auditing Committee,
have this day examined the books of treasurer Henry
Britton, and find that they are are correct to the best of
our knowledge. /s/ Committee: IHosea V. Smith, Lester
Breeze and Willic Huffman. Motion made by Rev. W. R.
Burton and seconded by Rev. Dwight Dame that we ac-
cept committee’ s report and discharge same. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Rev. C. A. Qurry and seconded by
Rev. Willie Huffman that we go on record as sending to
Governor Stratton of Illinois our approval as the Free
Will Baptists of the State of Illinois, of his action con-
cerning the sale of intoxicating liquor at the State Fair.
Motion carried.

Sunday School Alliance report by Rev. Wallace Ma-
lone with somnie of the children from the Youth Camp
testifymg.

Motion made by Rev. C. A. Curry and seconded by
Rev. Wallace Malone that we stand adjourned until next

recular business meeting in 1954, Motion carried.

Dismissed 11 prayer by Rev J 01111 Hiltibidal. Adjourn-
ment.

Claude Childers, Moderator
C. J. Ketteman, Assistant Moderator
Irenc Sullivan, Clerk
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CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice,
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God
i this solemn covenant.

We promise by Hig grace to love and obey Him in all
things, to avold all appearance of evil, to abstain from all
sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world,
from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating
beverages, and to ‘“provide things honest in the sight of
all men.”’

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligationg In
reference to the study of the Seriptures, secret prayer,
family devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial,
faith, and good works endeavor to ‘‘grow in grace and
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jasus Christ.”’

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether for church conterences; public worship, and the
observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to
pay according to our ability for the support of the church,
of its poor, and all i1ts benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love,
endeavoring to ‘‘keep the unity of the Spirit’’ in the
bonds of peace, to be careful of one another’s happiness
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encour-
age the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we

are able promote the success of the churech and of the
Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count-
ing 1t our chief business in life to extend the influence of
Christ 1n society; constantly praying and toiling that the
Kingdom of God may come, and Ilis will be done on earth
as 1t 1s in heaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of
educational and denominational enterprises, the support
of Missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evange-
listic efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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