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PIWCEEDIXGS 
. The Sixteenth Annual Session of the Southern Association of the 
Church of God, (denominated Free Will Baptists), met with the Hall 
',,'hurch on Thursday night before the second Sunday in September, 
1922. The introductory ·sermon was preached by Bro, MGcee; his text 
John 3-16. After which adjournment was taken to meet at eig!1t 
o:clock Friday morning. 

t'ritlar )Iorning Session 
~Ieeting called to order oy· Bro. Edwards, tempory l\loderator, and 

Dro. ,.Hartin· McKee was elected l\Ioderator and Bro. Mack Hatcher 
assistant Moderator. lJro. D. G. Herman was elected Clerk, and Bro. 
h. E. ,~1rnvens assistant Clerk. Bro. T. K. Rogers was elected Treasurer 
of the Association. Bro. Kroger, Bro. Lawless and Bro. Dunn were 
appointed as a devotionial committee. They reported as follows: . 

Bro. Roberson to preach at 11 o'clock Friday, Bro. l\I. l\I. l\IcKee to 
follow. After which the letters from various churclies were read ·and 
received. A petitionary letter was r.eceived.Jl:9!!!.,SruJ.d~nd the 
church was received into the Association. 'Shacly Grove requested that 
wesrdain Bro. -!.:.. S. Roberson to preach the Gospel.· On motion and 
second it"w.:.s Uecilted to refer !um to the Ordaining Council for exami­
nation and-ordination when found worthy. ,said council was appoint­
ed as ·follows: Elders J. A. Davidson, J, R. Edwards. 1\1. l\I. McKee, .J. 
H. Lawless, T. K. Rogers. · 

After which the various committees were ·appointed, the commit·­
teemen being those whose names are attached to their reports wheµ en­
tered m these minutes. After which meeting adjourned until 2 o'clock,· 
followed by preaching.at 11 o'clock by :Bro. J. S. Roberson. Text Fint 
chapter of James, followed by_ Bro. 1\1. NL McKee. 

I•'rltlay Afternoon Session 
Called together lby song by choir, followed· by prayer by R. L. Gib· 

son and reading by the Moderator of Rom. 12th chapter, after which 
reports of the corr,!mittees were received. The reports of Preachers 
were received as follows: 

· UeJ1ort of J. R. Edwards, Ernngelist. , . 
Sermons preached, 160, conversions 140, baptized 81, miles traveled 

1191, Sunday Schools orgi-.-nized 3, ·prayer meetings organized 3, funer­
als preached 1, marriages performed 2, money received for marriages 
$6.00. money received for E.vangelistic .work $73.50, appointment.s 
filled 160, appointments missed 2. · · 

Respectfu!Jy :submitted, 
· J .. ·R EDWARDS, Evangelist. 

Ue11ort of lU .. :JI. )Iclfoe 
Sermons preached 10.2, conversions lt:i5, members received· 12, 

baptised· 25, miles traveled 852, churches organized, ,none, expenses 
$26.0·0, funerals preached 4, marriages performed 3, money receiv'9d 
for marriages $6.00, money received for pastoral work $51.70, appoin~­
ments filled 92 appointments missed 9. 

· Respectfu!Jy submitted, 
M. l\L l\lcKEE, l\linister. 

Uenort of J. n. Rudd 
Sermons preached 30, rniles trrrveled 200, reorganized one Sunday 

. School, funerals preached 2, appointments filled · 25, appointmentc; 
missed 3. 

Respectfu!Jy submitted, 
J. B. RUDD, Minister. 
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UEI'Olt'J' 01'' HILi; OF AHIUNG.EJIEN'l'S · 
We, your committee on Bill of ARRANGE1\1ENTS beg leave to re­

port the following: We do not believe that the Association should 
ordain any brother without he has a recommendation to be worthy 
of his calling, and we further recommend that each minister has a 
recommendation from the church of ,which said minister is a member. 
We further recommend that each church in this Association shall 
have a treasurer and that each mem:ber of said church contribute 
of their means as the Lord has prospered them; and s_aid contribu­
tions to be made quarterly. And that the Deacons or some brother 

· . or sister appointed or elected for that , purpose stir· up their pure 
minds in regards' to their duty to Almighty God; said means to he 
used by order of the church in the support crf the ministers even so 

· as the Lord ordained, and they which preach the gospel shall live of 
the gospel. I. Cor. 9-14. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BRO. J. D. l\lcKEE, 

· LONNIE ROWE, 
T. YATES, Committee. 

JUWOlt'L' 01" C01Dll'J".l'EE OX OBl'l'UAltY 
We, your· committee on Obituary, beg leave to report as follows. 
It is fit that we stop amid the turmoils of this life and give 

thought and meditation to the dead for the living now must die. We 
sorrow, but not as those who have no hope, as it has pleased God to 

. take from our midst Brother G. 'F. Hern, of 'Spencerville church; 
· Brother Louis Scott, Sister Fannie Johnson, of Nelson church. They 

will be sadly missed, but our.loss will be their gain. 
Respectfully · submitted, 

NETTIE LANE, 
DELLA. LAKIN, 
PEARL ROGERS, Committee. 

U.El'OU'l' OJ<' COJlUll'l''l'EI<; ON llINJ<:S'l'ERIAL ANH CREU:EN'J'L\LS 
,ve, your •Committee on l\linisters' Character and Credentials, beg 

leave· to report. as followss: 
,ve find our ministers are in good standing, and so far as ·we 

know doing a good work in the ~raster's vineyard, and we further rec­
ommend that each church shall report in their letter to the annual 
as·sociation the character and manner of preaching of their pastor and 
all ministers ,belonging to their churches and we furthermore recom­
mend that the Association grant each -minister found worthy of an. 
annual certificate the same at each session for the ensuing year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. W.ADY, 
J. R. JONES, 
J. A. OWENS, 
T. YATES, 
W. L. JOHNSON, Committee. 

. • . . Ordained 

~- · Brother J. S. Robers~n to pre. :;,ch. Deacons: ,vmie Johnson,· J. A. 
Arnold and J. ,v. Nelson. 

\ 
Noti-ce, the 'following ministers.' credentials have been recalleu 

ince our" last minutes were printed two years ago: R. T. Johnson, .C. 
,- Flood, Q. H. ~rusgrove' and W. E. Slato_n. 
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REI'OU1' OF CO)DH'l'TEE OX QUJmY AXD REQUEST 
·we, your Committee on_ Query and Request· beg leave to report 

that we have three quarterly meetings. First one with ,Shady Grove 
· Church No. 2, to begin Thursday night before the fifth Sunday in 
October, 1922. Second one with Liberty Hill Church to begin Thurs­
day night before the fifth Sunday in April, 1923. Third one with Nel­
son Chui ch to begin Thursday. -before the fifth Sunday in. July, 1923. 
We recommend thatt this body give Spencerville Church the next 
meeting of this Associattion. 

\Ve further recommend that this Association use no other minis­
ters in their Association and quarterly meeting to preach. But treat 
all christian people with due respect, as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in accordance with I. Cor. 12-13. "For by one spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body." Respectfully submitted, 

ELDER J. R. EDWARDS, 
BRO. J. :\I. NABORS, 
BRO. R. L. GIBSON, 
ELDER J. B. RUDD, Committee. 

UEI'ORT OJ<' }'!NANCE COIDIIT'l'RE 

We beg leave t~ report -as follows: We find in the hands of the 
delegates for l\Iinutes fund asfoilows: . 

Nelson church --,... ________ $4.:,:'i Spencerville -------------- 2.50 
Oak Grove --------'--------- 2·,00 Mt. Olive -------'----------- 2:40 
Forrest Grove ____________ 2.50 Hall ______ ..,_______________ 2.00 
Shady Grove No. 2 ________ 3.00 Scott _____________________ 1.15 
Sl1ady Grove No. 2 ________ 1.00 a:mnute fund from 1921 ____ 17.:;0 
Libe_rty Hill ______________ 3.00 Total ________________ :___ $40.;,0 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. J. BUTLER, 
PHOEBE JONES, 
J. R. CRAWFORD, Committee. 

UEI'OU'l' 0}' COJJEUl1'TE1~ ON SUNJH.Y SCIIOOLS 
\Ve, your Committee on Sunday Schools, beg leave to report as 

follows: 
We know that the Sunday School is a great stay of the church 

and that. the future of the church must -come from the rising genera­
tion and in order to have a strong church we must teach our children 
and there. is no greater source thi:n through the Sunday- School. 
Therefore, we recommend that the pastor and laity use their means­
to esti.blish and maintain these schools that we may teach the Free 
Will Baptist Doctrine in our Sunday Schools, for as we can and that 
every deacon in the Free Will Baptist Church build up the Sunday 
School. 

Respectfully :mb:initted, 
SISTER J. ·E. :\IcGEE 
DELLA LAKIN, 
T. K. ROGERS, Committee. 

( . . 
UEI'OH'l' 01•' COJDHT1'EE ON 'l'E:Ul'}~IL\.NCE 

We, your Committee on Temperance, beg le-ave to reeport as 
follows: 

We cannot place too high an estimate on this sul.Jjest, that it is in­
dispensable to the well-being in this life and the life which is to come. 
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Intemperance is disloyal" to' t1ie ·raws· of nature and unmoral as well, 
and always hurtful and many times destructive to soul and body. 
Therefore: we .urge that a:bstinance-hearted children of _God should 
take part in assisting fallen men and \vomen from its !blighting in­

fluence-. We respectfully demand that each.minister in this association 
preach at least three sermons each year against intemperance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. H; PITl\IAN, 
JOHN l\L NABORS, 
J .. W. NELSON, Committee. 

UEI'OH'l' OF COJDII'l"l'EE ON EHUCA'l'ION 

"\Ve your Committee on Education, beg leave to report as follows: 
Correspond with the Freewill Baptist ,School at Tecumseh, Okla-' 

homa and if found orthadox a:id give them our support and· congratu­
lation for their goood work. We think e_ach minister should instruct 
his congregation and work for the Lo.rd. · 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. S. · ROBERSON, 

JOHN SUTTON, 
T. 'K. ROGERS, 
J. A. ARNOLD, Committee . 

. After which unfinished_ busines·~ \Vai3 __ t:ik_en iuv l].S follows: 

.I 

This Association having decided that Bro. Q. H. :\Iusgrove s 
guilty of conduct unbecoming a minister of the gos!rnl and that he r0-
fuses to make acknowledgments we hereby call in his credentials and 
dismiss him as minister of this body. · 

After ,~l~ich a very inter~su1{g talk w~s made by Bro. G. W. Kirk, 
of Hall, followed by an old time hand shaking; and then prayer led by 
Bro. Kirk, after which wee adjourned to meet at 8 o'clock Saturday 
morning. 

Devotional services· Friday night cominenced by Bro. D. G. Her: 
man leading prayer and praise service, followed by preachjng by Sister 
Janie Herman: 'Text Romans 5-1 to 3. Followed by Bro. J. R. Ed-

_ wards. ' 

Saturday morning sessi~r;- opened by the :\Ioderafor, after praym· 
led by Bro: Kirk. The following business was transacted: · 

Report from our l\Iessenger to the State Association receited and 
approved. l\Iotion made and apprnvcd to amend and rearrange articles 
in our Constitution so as to make it !better understood. :Meeting ad­
journed to meet at 2 o'clock. Freaching by Bro. J. ':\I. Hatcher. Text 
I. Cor .. 5-1. .Followed by the ordai!l.ing of Bro. J. S. Roberson to preach 
and Bros. J. W. Nelson ·and Willie Johnson of Liberty Hill, and .J. -~-
Arnold of Scott church as Deacons. · · 

Afternoon session was called to order by Assistant l\Ioderator. 
Prayer by D. G. Herman, Song by choir, ;1fter which the following 
business was done: ' Bro. Martin McKee was elected as a Messenget· 
to the· State Association and Broo. Croger as alternate. :\lotion that 
we ·retain our Evangelist for another year carried. 
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LIS'l' OJ<' CHURCHES 
\ 

NELSON CHURCH-1\Iembership 51, paid pastor $7.00. Pastor M, M. 
l\IcKeee, J. B. Dunn, Clerk. Nelson, Oki'a. 

LIBERTY HILL CHURCH-Membership 60, paid pastor $30.00, Pastor 
I. N. Pate, Viola Joohnson, Clerk. Sobol, Okla. 

HALL OHURCH-Membership 71, paid pastor $21.60, l\L M.' McKee, 
Moderator, J. E. Mccary, Clerk, Antlers, Okla. · 

SPENCERVILLE CHURCH-1\Iembership 8'0, Pastor I. N. Pate, Cecil 
Pyron, Clerk, Spencerville, Ok'la. 

MOUNT OLIVE CHURCH-Membership 59, Pastor J, 1\1. Hatcher, Sis­
ter, Villie Hawkins, Clerk, Nelson, Okla. 

DARWIN OHURCH-.Membership 61, Pastor J. A. Davidson, E. Martin 
McGee, Clerk; Darwin, Okla. 

. . . 
OAK GROVE CHUR:GH-Pastor I. N. Pate, membership 70, . Clarence 

. Adams, iC'lerk, Sobol, Okla. . . . 

'SHADY, GROVE. CHURCH, SECOND-Membership 12, Pastor J. S. 
Roberson, Clerk, Sister Ethel Cleveland, Bennington, Okla. 

SCOTT CHURCH-Membership 21, pastor i:\L M. 11\IcKee, Clerk, Nettie 
Lane, Darwin, Okla. 

LIBERTY 1HILL CHURCH-1\lembership 51, Pastor, J. A. Davidson, 
Clerk, A. L. Lawless, Sobol, Okla. 

Churches not represented:. Mt. Pleasant Church, Midway Church, 
IC'entral Church, membership 119, White Star Church, Pleasant Ridge 
Church. · 

ORDAINED :mNISTERS AND l1 0S'rOFFICES 

Eld. J. E. :McGee, Darwin, Okla. 
Eld. W. C. Fielder, Bennington 
Eld. C. A. Sledge, Valliant. 
Eld. J. M. Hatcher, Antlers. 
Eld. I. N. ·Pate, Sobol. 
Eld. Eli Sheets, Sobol, Okla. 

J. W. Ady, Soper. 
J. P. :\lcGee, Darwin. 
Wess Walls, Nelson. 
D. G. Herman, Nelson. 
T. K. Rodgers; Darwin. 
T. F. Walls, Spencerville. 

ORDAINED DE.\.COXS AND POS'fOFFICES 

L. H. Coleman, Idabel. 
W. A. Matthews, Idal.Je,: 
A. L. Lawless, Sobol 
J. A. La~less, ~:oo,il. 
J. P. Hopkins; Haworth. 
Ernest Seifen, Spencerville. 
E. 0. Sims, Spencerville. 
W. 1\1. Archie, Nelson. 
L. ,v. Dunn, Nelson.,. 
Ell Walls, Spencer. 
J. R. Crawford, Antlers. 

Bob Calfee, Bennington. 
John Aylor, Sol,o! 
R .. E. Clark, Antlers 
C. C. ·Law1ess, Sobol.· · 
W. H. Hunt, IdabeC 
Eld. J. S. Roberson, Bennington.. 
Eld. H. W. Finney, Idabel. 
Eld. J. R. Edwards, Antlers. 
Eld. :\I. l\L McKee, Nelson. 
Eld. ~- B. Rudd, Nelson, 
Eld. J. A. Davidson,. Sobol: 



l\Iotion and second that wl'i" tender our heartfelt thanks to Hall 
Church and community for' their kindness· shown us during our· stay 
in their midst. May God bless them all. Elder I. N. Pate was elected 

--\ · to preach the introductory_ sernio:1, Elder J. l\I. Hatcher, alternate. 
/ l\Ioved and seconded that this Association adjourn to. meet wit11 

f\ ~~encerville,Church on .Thursday night before the second Sunday lr1 

)
.f ~ptember, 1923. .Dismissed ·by Elder J. A. Davidson. 

· , ELDER l\I. l\I. l\IcKEE, l\Ioderator. 
ELDER J: l\I. HATCHER, Asst. Moderator. 
BRO. D. G. HERMAN, Clerk. 
BRO. R. E. STEVENS, Asst. Clerk. 

A wonn .J,'HOM 'l'llE CLEim: 
Dear Brethren, One· and All: 

· · '· It may be that I· failed to get some reports or something thiit was 
turned in; lbut if I did I am sorry, and ask you not to.think hard of me 
.for I have done my. -very ',best. • I hope and pray that. the Lord will 
wonderfully bless e~ch of us during this year, and that many souls 
may ,·be saived and much -good 'accomplished .throughout· the entire 
Association. Pray -for me; I need your prayers: · · ·, 

D.:,G .. HERMAN, Clerk. 

cuuncu covR~ .. A~'r. :,•<' 

Article 1. We believe that a union of Christians in' a visible 
church sanctioned lby the t_eachings of Christ .and ·the. practice of 
His apostles and we believe it conducive to .stronger Christian ties and 
greater influence of the Church, therefore we enter .into this cove~ant. 

Article 2. We shall constantly strive to maintain,true piety in:our 
hearts and by constant loyalty to the commia1ds· of our Savior, com­
mend His Hfe to others, leading a holy, devout .life, before the world. 

. Article 3. We w'ili watch over each other in the spfrit of true 
charity, helping 'to bear each other's burdens, issist the . needy, 
strengthen the weak, encourage the despondent, sympathize· with tlrn 
sorrowful, reform the ,e_rring to the best of. our, ability, keeping. th,1 
unity ·of· the 8pirit in the bo11ds- of peace, . cheerfuily, submjtting the 
Christian admonition, .contributing to the support of the. gospel as_ the 
Lord hi.s prospered us, maintain secret and family pr,ayer and a.id by 

·our presence in ~ustiaining public worship. WE:l wm refuse· all sanctio11 

to all w.orldly amusenients that tend to lessen.true piety. in ourselves 
·or others or weaken ChrisUan influence .. so that the religion of our 
:\laster; be not-reproached on our account. · 

Article 4. l\iay He who has promised His help enable .. :·us to .keep 
thi; covenan:t and gran:t u~ to be faithful In all_ things until .He: shaU' 
r; .:,thcr t:s. unto Himself .and crown us with final_ victory;., Amen; 
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~l'JIE LAW OF 'l'HE LO.RD'S .SUPPER .·,· 

The Lord's Sup,per wias instituted for Go.d's ;PeO.Ple: They ,all 
have equal rights to the ~upper, and the right is a birthright. '' For l>y 
o'ne spirit we are all baptised into one /body. ,,_:_I. Cor. 12: 13. St. Jcihn 
3-5. This is ·not water babtism, "Agi:.in;" Christ says, "I :am the door, 
by me if any man ·e·nter in he shall be saved:•'-John 10:9. "He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheep fold, but ·climbeth up some 
other way_· the same is a·thief and a robber.''--'John.10:1. Christ is 
not water baptism, yet he is ·"the door.'' There is but one ·door and 
Christ says he is that 'door, .:and· he that· cometh in at the door should 

.· -have ·full fell-owship ,and equal rights with.all other Christians. "Let 
a man examine himse>lf and so let him eat of the bread and drink o[ . . . . . -

that cup, for he that ea.teth and drinketh,unworthy eateth and drink-
eth damnation to himself," not·the church but himself. It is a person­
al .matter in .judging and eating. The church that does judge ancl 
exclude any of ·God's people is not acting in keeping with the instruct-

;· ions given by the Church of Corinth .. To thus judge and exclude one 
· : of the· child re~ of God is to. offend the- child so judged: and excluded. 

Now listen .fo Christ. "He that offei{ds one of these little ones that 
,believ'e!.'in me. -it were better for him that a· mlllstone were hanged 
about his neck and that he were-drowned in the depths of the sell ''-­
Mat. 18:61; I.·Cor.10:30; 13:32. It.is contended.that they of the same 

faith •and, order should be entitled .to. partake of the Lord's Sup,pe.·. 
I admit that Christ is the true faith, and His church true order. : If 
that is what is" meant by the same faith, we shall not object,' we. :are 
agreed. But if s·ect -is referred to, we object. As to order, if nothing 

· but gospel order is meant, very well; but. we do not believe that. one 
child of God should dictate just what :another. should• believe or what 

·: church he should belong to in ·order that he may be: 1n the 'right 
church, for th~ visible 'church is but ·an organic body of Christians, 
alid -placing your name oii, the church book of the best church on-·- . . ~ 

. earth does not make you a, christian. Th~ eunuch that belieive.d 
,\imf' was i!Japtized, wh~t . church did he join? Here ;is faith 
• and here is order. Now' we ask if the. eunuch were ·to wish to com­
_mune .with.•some, of.the churches;· would ,he ib'e allowed the right? 
No, he is 'not the:same faith and 

1 
order, yet he, is admitted to Heaven, 

'bttt could tibt be ~dmitted to a sectarian table.·_' At the Lord's tabl~' all 
·rn::i: people h'.'ave ·a perfect right, be he who he may, andi when the 
supper ls ~et'. ~nd' (~lL.of God's people a~e "iiot inv'ited, if. is ncit the 

• . ! , , , . , ' . I • ; • • ~ ' •. ' 

L~rd's but a 
0

SP.ctarian's 'supper.· '.'So we, ,being many, are one body in 
chriRt. and f)Verv·;~e- ~.embers of -anothP.r_;,-;--<Rom . .12:5. and the 

:~;~y ,~e become ~ne,·b~d; .:is by belng baptized into that body, ~nd; of 
_; course; this .isk-spirittiaL :baptism: . He thatt . gets; in· by :.water baptism, 

the same ls a theif and a robber, and: when any one tgets into that 
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body in a way has a legal right to all the ,benefits and privileges tu 
that body. "For we being many, ,are one · ·body In Christ for we 
-are all partakers of th~t one bread.''-Cor. 10:17. By partaking .we 
exhibit a oneness of that b~dy. Who is meant by ''we?" It certainly· 
means all Christians of all ages. ''When we come together, tarry one 
for ,another, be of one mind,'_' but let the word of God control the 
mind.. If it had_ ever been intended by the Savior that the supper 
should ,be guarded, as some ·attempt to guard it, God would have en­
dowed' the judges with power to discern the pure from th~ impure. 
But the standpoint from which to judge the water 1:J,aptism, arid a 
legal administration, this settles the matter, and Christian character 
is left entirely .out, by which some make a woeful mistake; for, after 
all this ,precaution, some have ,been found unworthy of 1the _feast of the 
privileges of any church. To admit immersion to 1be the on~y ·mode 
ol' bapth,m, and a true 'believer receivingg it, is th.is not all right? 
Some would answer, "If by a legal administr!itor this. iii !ill that is 
wanting.''. It is not pure)y_a perso_nal m~tter? 1So iLi(!he duty of 
the preacher to baptise, and 'of the ap,plicant to be ~~p~ized? · When 
this is done, each has.performed a personal duty. If}-~a_d_-never been 
baptized and had to wait until I found one whom I knew t~ be a legal 
administrator, I would newer be baptized at ,all, as I cannot .know, the 
he~rt of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good faith and the 
other not. · Every Christian· is strictly . responsible for .. his own act, 
and 'not another. Simon, the sorcerer, "believed and ,was baptized,'' 
arid · that by a legal administrator. and yet it was _disco-v:ered·, that 
he was not a Christian. So we see ibaptism 1by a legal administration 
does not c~nfer any claims to Christian rights, as· this proves to be a 
personal matter; for we clearly see that the apostle, inspired. as he 
was, did not discover the evil of Simon's heart; neither can.)".e:knpw 
the heart of man. When we do our duty it is ours; when an •appli­
ca-nt, it is his. So we find that repentance, faith; baptism and Chris­
tian duties, all are personally accciuntahle to God· a,1id not to man. 
Various are the opinions of men, -and the way· we account for the111 
is in the ca.pa city of men; and if we use the ca.pacity God has given 
we do not think we should be eterna.Jly condemned for what we cannot 
help. The church of /Christ is divided into many membiers, but is onfl 
~piritual body and Christ the. head; and they should have the same 
care for each other that the fleshy body has for its members . Should 
Christians commune together at the Lord's table? "What God hath 
joined together let no man put asunder.'' Christians do all feel alike 
if they do not .think alike. · Should they not commune together? The,1 
a union and free communion is forced upon us. Christ said _he would 
drink no more of the fruit of the vine until He should· drink it anew 
in, His kingdom. So ,assembled at God's table in Heaven, so should 
we be on earth. 
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COXS'l'l'l'U'l'IOX 

From long experienc~ we, the members .of the Church· of God 
(denomin;ted Free Will Baptists), b~ing regularly baptized upon a 
profession of our faith in Jesus Christ, .and being convinced of the 
necessity of a comlbination of churches to perpetuate a union anol 
communion amongst us, and· to p·reserve and maintain correspondence 
with each other, do therefore ordain this Constituhon ·for ·our better 
church go_verument. 

1. This associa,tion shall be composed. of not more than three 
messengers chosen and sent by the different' local ·churches within 
the bounds of this association. 

2. The members thus chosen. and convened in Southern Okla­
ho111a Assoc.iation of the Church' of God (den~minated Free Will Bap­
tists), being composed of the sundry churches in Southern Oklahoma, 
the Association having no· power to lord it :over God's herit:ige .nor 
have r,ny ecclesiastic,al power over the churches, reserving the right 
of expel from any church 1i~coming disorderly. 

3. Letters from .different churches are·· to express their· numbet 
in fellowship, the number received by experience, letters -of recom­
menda.tion, the number dismissed; arid those who have died since t1:1e 
Association. 

4. The :Association to liave a :\Ioderator, Clerk a-nd ·Treasurer, 
who :ire to be ch·o·sen by the suffrage ·members present: 

5. Newly ~on~tituted churches may b'e admitted to the associa­
tion, which are to petition by letter anci delegates, and if -upon exami­
nation they are found to 1be orthodox and orderly they may ·be received 
into u;e asrnciation, the t.10derator givi?g 'the right hand of fellowship. 

6. · N~ question. from .any church shall -come under the considera­
tion of the Association unless it has b·een first discussed in its own 
church. 

7. Every motion m&-de and seconded. shall come under the ·con­
sideration of the Association, except it be withdrawn by the member 
who made it. 

,. s; The Association is to endeavor .to furnish the churches with 
minutes of the -Association in proportion to the number of membe~s 
.in each church, the distribution to be at the discretion of the Asso-
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ciation. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular file of the 
minutes of the Association on a book to be kept by the Association 
for this purpose. 

10.. The minutes of the Association shall be read and corrected, · 
if needed_ and signed ,by the l\Io.•erator i:nd Cler!, before the close of 
the Association. · 

11. ·Amendments to the Constitution mPy be made when uecessar:r 
by a majority of the ~emlbers present. 

I 

A!!TICLI~S 01'' FAI'l'H 

1. \Ve tbelieve in one true and living God, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, and these three are one in Divine Essence, power and glory­
Rom. 1 :20; John 1:1. 

2. We believe that the Scriptures. of the old and new· Testa­
ment is the Word of God, and the ~nly infallible rule of faith and 
practice-II. Tim. 3: 16. 

3. \Ve believe that God created man good, gave him holy com­
mandments where)Jy· he sho~ld live holy, . but man voluntarily dis-

. obeyed the commandments of God, transgressed the law and fell under 
the just condemnation. of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners, 
not b:v constraint but by choice, bein,,. parti:.kers of the sinful nature 
attained by the fall, and that man is unable to save himself .with his 
own power, but we see Jesus for the suffering of death crowned with 
glory that He, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man-Gen. 
1:31; Hebrew.2:9. 

4. We believe that Christ rby his· death, suffering, resurrection 
purchased our •pardon and offered it freely1 to all mankind upon prin­
ciples of repentance toward God a,:id faith in the 'Lord Jesus 'Christ. 
He now commands all men everywhere to repent; therefore he sayeth: 
"Look unto me and ·be saved all ye ends of the e&.rth, for I am God 
and there is none else."~:.\Iatt. 4 :17; Isa. 45:22; Acts 20:22. 

5. \Ve believe that adult persons must be regenerated and born 
of the Spirit of God if they inherit eternal life.-John3:3; Rom. 5:1-3. 

6. \Ve believe that infants and idiots are saved upon the merits 
of the Son of God.-John 4:11; :\Iark 10:14; Luke 18:16. 

7. We believe that all Christians should. persevere in faith and 
be faithful to the .end. if they inherit eternal life, for blessed are 
they that do His commandments that they may have the right to the 
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tree 'of life enter, through the gate' of the 'city.-Rev. 22: 14. 

8. We' believe that baptism by immersion .is the apostolic mode, 
, even the burial of the believer iri water, and that Christ who· is oU:r 

life, showed his humble example to his children and bids us walk 
therein.-John 3:22; Matt. 3:16; Romari. 6:2-3-5; ·Matt. 28:19-20. 

9. · We 'believe· th~t God in His· Good,ness displays His power of 
grace to a great degree in camn·g and qualifying His servants by the 
teaching of the Holy· Ghost and the instruction of His word. to go forth 
and proclaim life and salvation without price. He bids us freely come, 
and nothing J)reverits the salvation of any but their own stubborn re­
bellion and sinful refusal.to come.-I. Cor. 12 :3; Eph. 3:7; Rev. 22:17. 

We believe that baptism and the, Lord's Supper and the washing 
of the saint's feet, and keeping of the Lord's Day holy and abstaining 
from worldl:Y· lusts and car,rial cares, and fo assemble ourselves togeth,; 
er is an ornament which prepares and beautifies the soldiers of the 
cross to march on in the army of the Lord.-,-Matt. 26:28; John 13:4-5. 

, 11. We believe that none have· a right to baptism only those wh0 
have obtained a living hope in th:e Lord Jesus and µorie have the right 
to administer the same only those who are called of God and·ha,re 
come under the hands of the pres'hetery of the elders; and each church 
ought to have a pastor, deacon and clerk chosen by the church and 
continue ·1n the church during the good pleasure of the same; and in 
the dealing wHh the disorderly members, reference should be had! to 
the 18th chapter of Matthew and other. scripture relative, to dealing 
with disorderly' memlbers. In all oases a majority shall rule, except in 
receiving memhers, _which shall be unanimous.-Titus 1:5: Acts 14:23, 
II. Cor. 6: 6, 

12. We believe it is the 'duty; of each church to assemble the~­
selves together' once a month, and that it is the. duty of the pastor 
of the church, whe,n setting forth the Lord's Supper and washing the 
salrits' feet to let a mari examine himself anp. so let him eat.-I.Cor. 
11:17-28; Numbers 9:10-15. 

13. '\Ve believe in the resurrection of the d;ead, both the just and 
the unjust. The resurrection of the just to glory and immortality in 
the presence of God; , the unjust to the everlasting shame and banish-· 

ment from the presence of God.-Matt: 25: 31; L Cor. 15: 42-45; Thess. 
1:11; Rev. 20:10 and 1:9; Job 19:2. 
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1. A,t every_ me_eting. business shall .be opened and co_nducted hy 
prayer _.by the· :.\Ioderator or whomsoever he_ may request. 

2 .. ·:\linisters present; invited to seats, are allowed to take pa,t 
in debate on ,all subjects, and to vote. · 

3. Those who spe,ak si1~(1 rise and address the :\Ioderator. Per.­
i;onal reflections shall rbe avoid()d in. all debates. 

4. No motion. shall be discussed without being seconded.· 

5. ·when a motion has been made and seconded and a member 
opposes iti:; discussion, the i\Ioderator shaH put the_ question: "Shall 
it be discussed?'' If negative the question shall be dismissed. 

. ' ' .. · 
6. If any proposition or motion under. de hate contains two or 

more points it shall be divided at the request. of any mlc!mber i.nd R 
vote taken. 

7. :\lotions made and lost shall not be recorded. · 

8. No one shall spe,ak more than twice on any subject without 
, special leave of the l\Ioderator. 

9. All questions decided by a rnaj9rity of the m,embers present. · · 

10. No member shall ahsent himself without special leave of the 
:.\Ioderator. 

11. · Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before• the 
close of the Assodation if necessary. 

12. In the· future meetings of the Association arrangements shal! · 
Ji~ made· to insure two or more sermons each day_ or other equivalent 
exercises. 

13. The rules· of Order shiall be distinctly read from the chair 
immediately after the organization of the Association . 

. 14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular session 
of the Association. 
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FOUIJI 01'' ASSOCL\'flONAL LE'l"l'En: 
From ________________________________________ ..:_to the Church of God 

(denominated Free Will Baptists), Southern Oklahoma Association: 

DE,AR BROTHER:-We_send as ::\lessen_gers to your body, Brethr,m 

Days of meeting ------------------,------------------------'-------- _ 

Pr~sent pastor --------------------------- 7 ------~-----------------

Fastor elect _____________ : ________________________________________ _ 
(If any minister belonging to bodl state here) 

(Here give the standing i.nd state whether worthy or · 
unworthy certificate.) 

Members received __________ by letter __________ by statement_ _________ _ 

excluded __ :_ _________ dismissed by letter ____________ died ___________ _ 

total membershiP--------'----· · Paid pastor $ _________ _:for ::\Iinutes 

$----------, Associational purposes $.,.---------, Number enrolled in 

Sunday .SchooL-'--------- We have ______ ~ ___ prayer meeting _________ _ 

Remarks 

Done in conference by the church set_ ________ c. ______________ before 

the ____________ Lord's Day in ______________________ , 192 ___ :_ 

_: _________________________________ ::\Ioderator 

________________________________ Clerk. 

LE'l"fER OF ms:mSSAL 
. This certifies thaL ___________ ;_ ___________________________ is a 

mem!ber iri good standing of the Church of God (denominated Free 

\Vill Baptis.ts), at_ _____________________ . _________________ and as suc;1 

we recommend him to the fellow.ship' of God's -people. 
________________________________________ 1Ioderato~. 

_______________________________________ Clerk. 

POirn (H' DEACON'S LETTER 
This is to certify that Bro.~ ______ .,: __________ _: ___________________ _ 

is a worthy deacon of_ _______________________________ church and we 
recommend him as being worthy of his calling . 

. --------------------------------. __ ·_• __ ,rod~rato~ 

-------------------------·-------------Clerk. 
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