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PROCEEDINGS B

Of The Nineteenth Annual Session of the Scutbern '
Oklahoma Association of the Church of God (denominated-
Free Will Baptist) met with Mount® Olive Church, on Wed™ "
nesday night-before the 2nd Sunday in Sept., 1923.
Meeting called to order by singing. Introductory ser-: .
mon preached by Eld. H. W. Finney, Text'Rom; 5:1.

THURSDAY MORNING '

Song by the choir. Scrlpmre readmg by Eld C. A.
‘Sledge, Psalm 23. Prayer by Eld. J.'M. Hatcher. ~ After
which the Association was organized with Eld. C. A. Sledge,
Moderator; Eld. 1. N. Pate, Assistant Moderator; Eld.. W. H
. Finney, Clerk; J. C. Byrne, Assxstant Clerk. . ‘

Rules of Order were read by the Moderator.

Appomtment of Devoticnal Committee as followe: .
Bros. J. M McCormic, J. R. Crawford, and Coy Wllhams

Motion carried to adjourn. . :

. Prayer by Sister Villie Hawkins.. Preaching by ,Eld. W.
C. Fielden and J. A; ‘Davidson, Text Prov. 10:12. :

_ THURSDAY AFTERNOON

~ Song by the cholr prayer by Eld.  J. H Coffman Cd]]

for letters from the different churches and- letters frcm the
following churches were received and’ delegaies seated:
Central, Hall, Shady Grove, No. 2. Oak Grove, Forest Grove,
Scott, Plain View, Holly Creek Mount Olive, Nelson, ~and
Spencerville.

Moderator appointed the following Commmeec

Ministerial Character and Credentiale— ‘John- Ady, Jo
P. Harges, W. M. Archy, and J. M. McCormlc

Education— Elders J. A. Dav1d=on Ww. C Flelden and'
J. W. Bowers. ‘

- Sabbath bchool~— T. E Burges J. M. McCray, R k.
Tate, Sister Neva Wesley. and W. C. Adams.




o Tempurance— SISIGNJ M McCormic, Villie melrms
“and- Bro J R. Crawford :

' Mouon carried to defer lhe appomlmem of ether com- ’

mittees unti} Fnday morning. : r ‘

- Motion carried to ad]ourn until 8 oclock a. m. Friday.

. 'No preaching Thursday night on account'of“rain. R

FRIDAY MORNING'

Sonf, by the choir. Scrrpture reading by the Moderator ,
Mau 8. . Prayer by Eld. I. N. Pate: -

Report of Committee on Sunday hchool called for and
being made to recommend the use of Free Will Baptist
‘ lite'r'ature as much as possible, was adopted

" Motion carried to drscommue the Commmee on Query

“and Request.: :

Motion carried that Elder J. A. Davxdcrn and wi'e be
seated as delegates from Forest Grove church.

Moderator appomted the following Commniittees:-

o Obltuarle~— J. M. Crawford, Sister Dav1dson, and J.
C. Byrne -

. 'Davidson. W. C. Adams, and

'Resolutions
" Sister McCormic.
' ‘VRecommcndatmne Sister Villie Hawkins, E. H.
Robertson JoA. Davidson. R E Tdte and J. C. Byrne.

~ Motion carried to take recess for preachmg Preaching -
at 11 o’clock by Elders J.” A. Davidson snd I. N. Pate
Scrlpture lesson Rom. 8:1-18, prayer hyJ C Byrne Sub-

o ]ect The nature of man in life. -

FRIDAY AFTERNOON-

Song by the choir. Scripture reading by Eld I N Pate

- John 14, prayer by Elder J. H. Coffman. : :

"~ A collection was taken to buy a book and paper for the

- clerk which amounted to $2.85. '

Moderator appointed an Ordammg Councrl as follows
" Elders H.” W. Finney, I. N. Pate, J A. Davrdson W C

'Frelden and J. H. Coffman
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Recess 10 minutes:

Called tog,ether by the Moderator

. Motion camed to rewnte amcle No. 2 in Am(,]ts of

Faith: v . ~ . -
\/lulmn camed to adJourn unul 9 oclock a..m Sat

" FRIDAY NIGHT.

Preachmg, by J. W, Bowers and Elder E Sheets devo-
‘tlonal qervnccs lead by Elder J C. Byrne -

SATUR DAY MORNING

.Song by the choir. Scripture leeson by the Moderator :
St. John 15:1-17, prayer by J. C. Byrne. :

Motion camed to change the form ()f our. churcn letter
of dismission. S

Report of the ddrgate to the State A‘socmtlon

“Motion camed to take recess for preachmg

1o "clock Service -

Predchmg, by-J. H. Cuﬂ'man followed by H W aney.

Text Hebrew~ 2 6 ‘ »

SATURDAY AF‘TERNOON

Called together by the Moderatnr song by the LhOlr.
Scripture reading by Elder J. A. Davidson, Hebrew 12.
Prayer by Elder C. A, Sledge.

~ A Finance Committee was appomt(d as follows- J A. .
'\rnold J. H. Layne, and. W. C. Adams..

A ¢)llection was taken for Mia. fund amountmg to $3 50-

Motion carried to pay. the, | expenses of the delegate to

the State Association in 1924, it bemg $1.50 per church and

“the following paid: Centml Hall Cak Grove, and Mount
Olive.. ‘

Elder I. N. Pd(e was elected as delegate tor 1925,

Motion carried to go into the election of a place for the
next meeting of- the Assocxatlon

The next session is to be held with Central chuich,

" ‘miles west and one- -half mile south of Idabel and cnme half o '

" mile east and four south of Garven, Okla. =
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Motron carried to extend to Mount Ollve our thanks for -

therr kindness.

Motion carried that a comnuttee be appomted te ar.
range a program for the 5th Sunday meetmg as follows:- _
"W. C. Fielden, J. M. Hatcher and J. H Coffman.

" Motion carried to ad]Olll‘I] to meet ‘with the church at
Central in McCurtam County, Okla on - Wednesday mght

- “Dbefore: the 4th Sunday in August 1926. -

' ‘Elder C. A. Sledge, Moderator '
’ Elder L. N Pate Asst Moderator.
oo H. W. Fioney Clerk.
+J..C. Byrne ‘Ass’t Clerk.

S
kid
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

MINISTERIAL CHARACTER AND CREDENTIALS'

We your Commlttee on Mmlcterm] Character ond Cre-

- dentlals beg leave to report as follows:- -We find most of our’

ﬁ mrmsters doing good work and of good character

We recommend that when a minister is called to the
charde of any church and fails to respond without a reason-

- able excuse, that said church report sald minister to the. .

Annual Association. ,
- When any church calling a pastor falls to contnbute to
needs of such pastor, we recommend. that the pnstor reporc :
‘'said church to_the next Assocmtron o
We further recommend that this Assocxanon dive. each
"minister recommended a oertrﬁcate for the ensuing year. :
We alsorecommend that each mlmster preach on ﬁnance

> and doctrme more thrs year.

.x\ . ) J. W4 Ady.
J. M. Archy.-
- J. P. Hargis.
. EDUCATION
‘We, your Committee on Education, beg leave to report

" as follows:- That we cannot place too high an estimation on

the value of Education. Not that it makes better Christians.
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* for the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin, John
~1:7. " Although .if properly used in humbleness of heart,
' . guided by the comforting iafluence ot the Holy. Spirit " and
led by Jesus our captain. It is a great asset in the coinpre-
. lleilj_xgn of the Book of Almighty God. A
j‘ 7 Therefore, we recommend that ‘each member cf this
" Association strive to build up education in our ministry, by
advocating Bible Schools in our Association. and by contri-
buting to the support of the same, also the Tecumseh College
We recommend that we wuke an earnest eﬂ'ort to place
“our church paper in the home of every Free Will ‘Baptist in
~ this association, and as many-others as possible. o
May the God of Heaven help us to study his will con
"cerning us. The Apostle Paul told Timothy to “Study to
““ghew himself an approved workman.” II Tim.2:15. And if
Timothy had to study to make a good workman out of hlm-
8elf, sodo we '

Eld J A. Davndson Chalrman

TEMPERANCE

We, your Comtmttce on Temperanr'e, beg leave to report

" as follows:- We can not place too high an estimate on this
'subject. That it is indisdensable to the well being -in this

- life and the life which is to come. lntemperance is. disloyal
-to_the laws of ‘nature, and morals as well. ‘It is always
harmful and many times destructtve to both soul and body.

: Thercfore we urge that abstinance is the only safeguard
against its baneful influence, and that all true- hearted child-
ren of God should take part m aamstmg fallcn men from its

. bllghtmg influence,
, , Villie Hawkins Chairman.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We, your Committee on Sunday School, beg leavo to re
port as follows:- We feel the great need of more Sunday -
schools and better Sunday Schools. Therefore we recommend

* that the Superintendents see that the teachers of the different
~ classes are Christians and of good. character. Our great
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,-hope is in the rlsmg generatron through the Sundav Qcheol
. and’itis necessary that the chrldren have Chrretmn leaders
: We also recommend thut our rnrmsters maPe 8n effort
to place Free. Will. detrst lrternture in’ all our Sunday
-~ Schools’ wherever possrhle todoso. . . :

: N°va Wesley, Chalrman i

BILL OF RECO‘AMENDATIONS

Wc your Commrltee beg to report as follows -

- We do not’ believe that thr'a Assocratron .Jhould ordam
ranyon- without he has a. recommendation . to ‘be worthy of
_his calling, and:we further recommend that each minister
_have a recommendation from the church of which said min-
" oisterisa member. We further reeommend that esch chvrch
n thisd ssocratron shall have a Treasurer, and that eacll
member of said church contribute of their means as the

" Lord has prospered them; and said contnbulron to be mede -

_ quarterly, and that the deacons stir up thelr inds in regard -
.o their duty to Almrghty God; said means to- be vsed by
’ ordcr of the church, in support of the ministers, even so as
. fthe Lord ordained, and they which- preech the gocp(l shall
"ive  of the gospel ICor: 9:14 7 -

o We further recommend that we have three Sty Sunday
- meetings. - The first to be held with Oak Grove chureh, 11

. ..miles north and two miles. east of Ft. Townson, beginning“.‘

2 on Fnday night’ before the Sth Sunday.in Nov.. 1925

- The second one wxll be held with Scott church 12 mlles g

west of Antlers; beginning on Friday night hefore the 5th
Sunday in January, 1926 L P

The third one will be held w1th Qh.zdy Grove No.
‘two and one-half miles cast and six and one- halfmjles scuth

of Benmngton begmmng on Frrday nrght before the 5th

g <Sunday in May, 1926 )
' J c Byrne Chalrman L

,‘-3
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' OBITUARY S .
We your Committee on Obituary, beg leave to report os

: follows - Itis fit thut we stop am r(l the turmoils of life andd )

give thought and mednamn of the dead. for cli lmng must’
die. We sorfow, but not as those who have no hcpe, as it
has pleased God to take: from our, mldst - Bro.’ Louis of,
Shady Grove No, 2. ‘ ~ : : '
We, hereby bow in hurnble submlssron to lnm ll‘at; -

“coes all things to his glory. Lo S
R Luvoma McCormic :_C‘ha‘irm"';jn. -

FINANCE

We your (,ommmee on Fmdnce beg l(ave to report as“
s follows - We find in the hands of thedelegates for mmutes“
‘and assocratronal pUTpOSCS as follow - P

‘For “'minutes, 71 i o _832.711. :
Collection for minutes, - . . ., 3.50. .-
Balance in Treasurer, .. = 350
Total minuté fund, = SRR+ § LI
Paid Clerk for his werk, = 740,
Collection to pay for boolr R S 2,85,
Chas. Cooper pald L .25
Total, - L 10.50. .
Total of all money m 'lreasurer, o $49 61.:_" e
S0 A Arola.”
’ \ A ‘H. Luyne o
W C Addms

MINISTER PEPORTb

Report of Elder W, C Flelden . uerm‘on‘s preached 30 .o
converdsions, 2;: ‘miles. traveled; '100; funerals preached, 8;

marriages,perfcrmed, -6; .money. received for marnagec $6 00; L

cfferings, $2.06; appomtments ﬁlled 28

Report of Elder 1 . N.. Pate- Sermons pronched 110 e
" - conversio 5; baptrzcd 18; mlles traveled 1500;- funerals

- preached 3; -marrioges performed 2% money recened for
- pastoral work $90.00. - : g :
’ Report of Elder J. H. Coffman - Sermons preached 24
_converslons 46; _miles traveled 144 members received ¢ 49
M -

T
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baptrzed 12; money recelved for pa&!mal V\mk $:770.
Report of Elder J.-M. Hat(her - Sermons preached 50;
members received 1; baptized 3; miles lraveled 400; funerals
preached -1; money received for pastoral \work $40.60; -
offerlngs $15.00. . : - .
Report of Elder Eli Sheets:- Sermons preached 75 con--

.ver510ns§‘5’,{neml)ers received 14; ballll/_f(‘ 17, miles travel- -

ed 200; funerals preached I7 mamage% perforn €a’ 6 money
recerved none. _ S
- Report of Elder C. A, Sledge-' Sermons prea«h(d 116 o

miles traveled 590;. baptlzed 15; money received $74.00 -

Report of Elder H. W. Finney:- Sermons’ preached 125;

' conversrgng_;;,l;aptlzed 28; funerals pre: ached 3; marriages - -
“performed '5; money received for pastoral work $112.00;,

offerxngs $1500 church bu1ldmg $25 Co.
. ' ’, LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS
" C. A Sledge;  Valiant Okla.

"+~ H. W. Finuey,  ~ -Idabel, Okla. Ronte 1o
~ Eli'Sheets, - Rufe, Okla. =~ .0
J. M. Hatcher, ~ Dela Okla. . -

L N. Pate, - - Antlers, Okla

W. C. Fielden, . " Bennington, " Okla. Route2
..J. S.-Robertson, -Bennington, Okla s SRR
J. A:Davidson,  Sable, Okla. W
 J. H. Caffman, = Antlers, Okla. K IR
- J. A, Marten, - Odell, Okla," - ; ‘
-J. A. Burton, .~ Idabel, Okla. v
- J. B. Rudd Rhyne, Okla.
. L M Buckner ,,\'[dabel Okla

S LIST OF - LICENSED PREA(JHERS

J W. Bowers, - Benningtou, Okla Route2
-J. C. Byrne, - Idabel Okla. Routel

-~ Mrs.. Mae Byrne Idabel Okla Routel
Clarence Smith.

Received. of H.- W. Flnney the amount of $327O for

C prmtmg mmutes and postage. -

"B F. Brown Edltor New Mornmg Star
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. CHURCH COVENANT ‘
~ Acticle 1. We believe that a" union of | Chrlst_xanq is a

vuible church sanctioned by the teachings of Christ and. the -
~ practice of his apostles and we believe it conducuve to -
stronder. Christian ties and greatermﬂncnce of tle church

Therefore we enter l[llO this covenant, .
Article 2. We shall constantly strive: to malntam true
piety in our hearts and by constant loyalty tothe commands

of our Savior, commend his hfe to others, leadmg a holy

devout life ‘before the world.: ‘ S

“Article 3. “We will walch over each’ ‘otherin the spmt

“of true charity, helping to bear each others burdens, assist

“the needy, strengthen the weak, encourage the: decpondent,
sympathlze with . the sorrowful reform . the errmg to the.
‘best of our ability, keeplng the unity of Spirit” in' the bonds’
~ of paace, cheerfully.. submltnng to Christian admonmon*
+.ctributing to the support of the gospel as the Lord has

prosp*rcd us, maintain secret and fann]y praytr and aid by
- our presence in sus[mmng public worslnp ‘We' vnll refuse

" all sanction . to all worldly amusements that lend {6 lessen
true piety in ‘ourselves to. others “or- weaken Christian in- .

fluencc 8o that" the rehgmn of our Master be- not repr(»ached
on our account. N

Article 4, May He who has promlsed Hls help enablef

us to’keep this covenant and grant us to- be faithful .in all

things until He shall gather us unto Hlmself and Crown us

‘with ﬁnal v1c\or) Amen f R R
GONSTITUTION

From long experience we, the members of the Church
of God ' (denominated Free W111 Baptists), bemg regu-
larly baptized upon-a profession of our faith in. Jesus
.Christ, and being convineed of the’ necess1ty of a’combi:

nation of churches to perpetuate a union and communion

amongst us, and to- -preserve and maintain correspondence
with' each other do therefore -ordain thls .Constitution
for our better church government. T

“1. 'The Association shall be. composed of members‘
chosen by the . dlfferent churches of ‘our. Unlon not ex.

)
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eeedmg three messungexs fIOm eaeh chuch and. upon .
.producing letters they shall be entitled to seats. All or
_dained ministers of said Union shall be reﬂular membexs'.
when presen‘r by virtue of their offxee )
9. The member“ ‘thus chosen and: convened in South’

ern Oklahoma Association of the Chureh of God (denom’
inated Tree Will Baptists}, being composed of the sundr) .
churches in “Socutliern Or{lahmna ‘the":Association -having..
no ‘power-to. lord it over God’s heritage:nor:have -any-.
ccelesiastical .power over the . churches, .reserving: . the
right of expel from any church becoming dxsorderly

.. 3. Letters -from . different churches_are, .to’ express_
their. numbe" in. fellows!up the number reeuved by expe
rience; letters of recomuendation, drsmlssed or excluded
restor ed znd those who have dl(‘:d since the' last Assocm L
“tion.” .The ‘churches ‘in sending- their-letters may send

.

Obituaries of “any - members Who ‘have: died ~during :the "

year that we may keep up the Memorial of ‘our L)ead

-4, The Association. to have a Moderator, Clerk and.

Treasurer who are to.be chosen by, the suffran'e members
present - ’
New]y eonstltuted ehurehes may “be’ adnntted to:
_‘the as somatmn which-are to petition Ly letter and dele - -
gates,'and if upon‘éxamination they are found: to.be:or::
thodox and orderly they may be received into;the associa::,
tion,. the: Moderator giving-the right hand of fellowship..
, 6. +No. questlon from: any church shall -come under . -
the consideration of-the- Assocmtlon unless it has been .
first discussed in its own church. )
7. . Bvery motion made and séconded shall come' un ‘

. der the consideration of “the Assoelatlon exeept it bL.

withdrawn by the member Who made it.

- 8. The . Association -is” to ‘endeavor to furnish the
churehes ‘with minutes of the¢ Association in proportion
to ‘the number. of members ‘in cach church,- the’ dlstrlbu-
tlon to be at the dlseretlon of the Assoelatlon :

‘9. _Tt shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regu
- lar, flle of ‘the minutes of the A5soc1at10n on a. book to be ‘
“kept by the. Assoolatlon for this purpose.. . )
- -10._ The minutes of the Association shall be read and”,

corrected if needed and signed by the Moderator and
Clerlx before the elose of the Association..

T11 Amendments ‘to- the Constitution ‘may, be- made
.vhen necessary by a maJorlty of the members present
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-RULES OF ORDER -
At every - S1tt1no' business: shall ‘be opened ‘and
concluded by prayer by the Modelator or, Whomsoever
he may: request... B . ,
2 Mlmsters presem 1nv1ted to Seats are allowed"
to tal\e part in debate on all subJects and to vote. ..
"3, Tl\osn who speak shall rise and address the Mod-f
: eratm‘. Personal reﬂectlons shall be av01ded 1n all ‘de-
bateb L, : s .
: 4, No motlon shall be dlscussed Wlthout bemg sec— L
onded. FRTRE : ; : :
T \Vhen a motlon hus been made nd seconded and
a member opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall. put
“the ‘question: ‘“‘Shall it be dlscussed?”, If, negahve the
questlop shall be dismissed. : :

6. If any proposition or motmn under debate con-~" -

tains two or more points, it shall be divided. at the re’”
ouest of any. member and a vote taken B

- Motions mude and 1ost shall not i)e recorded

“No-one shall:speak .more than tW1ce on any sub '
1ect W nhout special-leave- of the Moderator, - 7= '

9. All questlons de01ded by a maJomty of the mem-/

“bers present.’ .-

10.- No memLeL sha‘l absent hlmself Wlthout specla]
leave of the Moderator . . :
© - .11.. Minutes -shall be lelsurely read and corrected ,
before the close -of -the Association:if necessary.: -
12.7 In the: future meetings of the Assoc1at10n ar.

renqements shall be made to insure two or more sermons

e’ch day, or other equivalent devotional exercises. _

©-13... The Rules of Order shall be dlstmctly read from
-the -chair. 1mmedlately aftel the Organlzatlon of the As-
sociation.

14, Alteratlonv may be made in. these rules at’ any
xevuler gession: oi‘ ‘rhe A"seelatlon : .
TN

o L s

" " ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We believe in- ‘one: true and hvmg God rPather S

Son and Holy Ghost, and these three are one in Dlvme
Essnnce power and glory -—Rom 1 20 John 1:1.- ‘
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- the suffering of death crowned with glory that He, by

2. We believe that the Scfiptufes of the.old and
new Testament is the Word of God, and the only infalli-

ble rule.of f(uth and pra(,tlce —II.. Tlm 3:16-17; 2 Pet

1210

3. We believe that God crcatedman good, gave him -

holy commandments whereby he should live holy, but

- man voluntarily - disobeyed the commandments of Gog,

transgressed the law. and fell under the just condemna-

tion of the same, wheréby all mankind are sinners, not
by constraint but by choice; being partakers of the sin-
ful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable to
save himself with" his' own power, but we see Jesus for

the grace of (10(1 tasted death for every man.—Gen, 1 31

“IIebrew 2:9.

4. We behe\e that Chrlst by his death burial and

resurrection purchased our pardon and offered it freely
to all mankind upon principles of repentance toward God

- and fa1t11 in -the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘He now commands

(1

“in grace and be faithfil to the end, if they inherit eternai -~

all men_everywhere to repent; therefore he 'sayeth:
-~ ‘‘Look unto me and be saved all.ye ends of the earth,

for I am God and there is none else.’ \Iatt 4: 17 Isa

| 45:22;Acts 20:21. , -

5. We believe that adult pelson“s‘ must be regen-

~erated and born of the Spirit of God if they mherlt‘
* cternal life.—John 3:3; Rom. 5:1-13,

6. We believe that infants and idiots are sqved up
on the merits of the Son of God.—Jonah 4:11; Mark

-10:14; Liuke 18:16.

7. We believe that all Christians should persevelc

life, for ‘‘blessed- are they that d'o Hiscommandments

_that they may have right to the tree of life, and may

entex through the'gates of the c1ty Rev .22:14.

8 "We believe that baptlsm by. immersion ‘is the’

apostolic mode, even the burial of the ‘believer in water
and that Chrlst who is'our life, showed this humble, ex

“"We believe that God in His Goodness dlsplavé

iy power of grace to a great degree in calling and quali .

c-ample -to - His.children and bldS us walk -therein, —-John .
~ 3:22; Matt. 3:16; Roman 6:2-2-5; Matt. 28:19-20.
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fying His servants by the teachmg of the Holy Ghost and
the instruction of His word to go forth and proclaim life

" and salvation without price.  He bids us freely -come, and

nothing prevents the salvation of any but their own stub

" born rebelhon and sinful refusal to come —I. Cor 12 3 '

Eph. 3:7; Rev. 22:17.

10." We believe that baptlsm and the Lord s Supper

| "nd the washing of the saint’s feet, and- keepmg of the

Lord’s Day holy .and abstaining from worldly lusts are

Gospel Oldlnances and earnal cares, and to assemble our-

- -selves together are ornaments which prepare and beauti-
fy the soldlers of-the cross to march on in the army ol

-the Lord —DMatt. 26:28; John 13 :4.5,

] 11. We believe that none have a right to baptlsm
only’ those who have obtained a living hope in-the Liord

Jesus, and none have the right to administer the same”

. only those who are‘called of God and have come under

' ‘]‘,the hands of the presbetery of the elders; and each

_ church ought to have a pastor, deacons and elerk chosern
by the church :and continue in office during the good
‘pleasure” of -the: same; and in deahng with disorderly

- members, reference should be had to-the 18th chapter ot
: B/[attlle\v‘and,other scriptures relative to dealing with.

' ‘(hsorderly members. In all eases a“majority shall rule

except in receiving members, which shall be unanimous

'»—Tltus 1:5; Acts 14 :23, II Cor 6:6.

"12. - We believe it is the duty of each ohurch to as-'

‘- semble themselves together once a month, and that it is
_the duty of the pastor of the church- When setting forth

the Lord’s Supper and washing the saints’ feet to let a-
man examine himself and so lot h1m eat. —I Cor 11 17-’

28; Hebrew 10:26. ,
-13. . We beheve in the resurrectlon of the dead both

the Just and the. uvxgust The resurrection of the Just to -
- glory and nmnortahty in"the presence of. God; the unjust
to-everlasting shame and. banishment from the presence -

~of God —Matt 25 :B31; I .Cor. 15: 42 45 11, Thess 1 11,
Job 19:2, .

14. ‘Ve h»lisve-the (‘brlstqux %abhat‘x iz.a dlvme matltutwn

. binding all ‘and should be observzd by abitaining from all secular

' business and amusemeuts, and consecrated to the worshlp of God

“-and spiritual improvements. See Mark 2:27; Luke 24:1- 7; John __
120:19, 26; Actle 207 ICor 16;2; Rev 1:10; Psa. 118 22-24, ’

e Y~ e et
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THE LAW GV 'i‘HIJ LORD’S SUPPER -
) (By Iev Wm Mankin.) : oo
“The Lord’s supper was instituted for God’s people. They
all have equal rights to the supper, ‘and -the right is a birth-
nght “for by onie- spirit We are all baptized into one body.”
1 Cor. 12:18. “This is not water baptism, but spiritual bap-
. tism. . Again, Christ says: “l am tue door, by me 1f any man
enter in ne shall be saved.” John 10:9.  “He’ that entereth
"not by the dcor into the sheep fold, but clL.mbeth ‘up- some
otner way, the same is a tinef and a robb r ” John 10:1. . Christ
18 not water baptism, yet ne is “tae dgoor.” ‘'l'here -is but. one
door,-and.'Carst says ne is that door, and he that cometh in
at the aoor suowd nave full feilowship .and equal rights with
- - all other Christians, - “Let:a man examine himselr, and so
let-him eat of that bread and arink of. that cup; for he that
eatech ana drinketh unwor:nily eateth and drinketh damnation
to himself,” not the church, but to himsclf, It is a. personal
matter in judging and. ec.t_mfT * The churchrthat does judge
and exclude any of God’s people is not acting in keeping with.
.'the instructions given by the ehurch at Corintn; To thus judge
and exclude one of the children of God i5 to offend the child
~'so judged and excluded. Now, listen to. Chrlst “He that of-
fends one of these little cnes that believe. in me, it were. bet
ter. for him that a millstone:were hanged about his neck and
. that he:were drowned-in the depths of .the sea.” Matt., 18:6;
I Cor.-10:30; 13:32. It is contended thatﬁthey of the same
faith:and - order should be entitled to . partake of the Lord’s
- supper. ' I admit that Christ is the true faith, and his church
.true order, and that faith is”the means by which men belony

to the true order. If this’iz what is meant by the same faith,
‘we - shall not cbject, we are agreed. But if sect is referred to, .
we object. As to order, if nothing but gospel order is meant,

" very well; but we do not lelieve that one child of God should
dictate just what another should believe or what church he
should belong to in order .that he may be in the right church, .
" for the visible.church is but an organic body of Christiansy
and placing your name on the church book of the best church
on earth does not make you a Christian. - The eunuch that be-
lieved and was baptized, ‘what church did he ‘join? Here is
* faith ‘and here is order. "Now we ask if the eunuch were ts
wish to commune with seme of the churches, ‘would he'be al- -
lowed: the right? No; he is not the same falth and order, yef
he’is admitted in heaven, but could not be admitted to'a seec-
_tarian table. At the Lord’s table all his people have a perfect
right, be ke who he may, and when thé-supper is set, and all
of God’s people are not invited, it is not the Lord’s, but a
sec»auan supper. “So we, being many, are one . body in Chrxst,
and every one members one of another” (Rom. 12:5), and the - .
way we Lecome one body is by being baptized into that body,,
and, - of course, thls IS spir? tual baptism. He that gets in by
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water baptlsm, the same is a thief and a robber, and - when any
one gets into that body'in a way he has a legal right to all the

benefrits and privileges of that body. “For we being many, are

one bread and one body for we are all partakers of that one
bread.” Cor. 10:17." By partakiug we exhibit a oneness of
that body. Who is meant by “we”? It certainly means all

Christians of all ages. *When you come together, tarry one

for another, be of one mind,’-but:let the Word of God-con-
. trol the mind. If it had ever been intended by the Savior
that the supper should be guarded, as some attempt to guard
it, God would have endowdd the judges with power to discern
the pure from the impure. But the standpoint from which to
_ judge is water baptlsm, and a legal administration of the same.
So, if baptism by immersion, and a legal admmlstratmn, this
settles the matter, and Christian character is left entirely. out,
‘by which some make a woeful mistake; for, after all this pre-
caution, some have been found unworthy of the least of the
privileges of any church.” To admit immersion to be the only

~

mode: of baptism, and a true believer receiving it, is.this_not

all right? = Some would answer, “If by a legal administrator,

this is all that is wanting.” Is it not purely a personal matter?

So it is the duty of the preacher to baptize, and of the ap-

plicant to be baptized: When this is done, each has performed

a personal duty. [f T had never been baptlzed and had to

wait until I found one whom I knew to be a legal administrator,’

I would never be baptxzed at all, as I cannot know the heart
‘of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good faith- and

the cther not. Every Christian is strlctly responSIble “for his ...

‘own "acts, and not for another. Simon the sorcerer, “be- -
lieved and was baptized.”- and that by a legal admlmstrator, :

and vet it was discovered that he was not a Christian.= So we
see - baptism by a legal administration does not confer any
claims. to Christian-rights, as this vroves it to be a personal
matter: for we clearly sec that the avpostle, inspired.as he
was. did not.discover the evil of Simon’s heart; nelther can

we know the heart of man. When we do. our duty, it is ours; -

when an applicant, it is his. - So we find that repentance, faith,
baptism and Chrlstxan dutles, all are personally accountable
to God and not to man. Various are the opinions of men, and

the way we account for them is in the capacity of men;'and .

if we use the capacity God has given we do not think that we

should be eterna]]y condemned for what we cannot help... The
‘church of Christ is divided into many members, but is one spir-

itual bodv and Christ the head; and" they- should have the

same care for each other that the fleshy body ‘has for its mem-

" . bers.” Should Chrxstlans commune together at the Lord’s table?

“What God hath joined together let no man put asunder ”
Christians do all feel alike if they do not think alike. " They
can preach together, sing and love together, and should they

_ not commune together" Then a union and free communion is’

“‘forced -upon us.  Christ said he would drink no more of. the
fruit of the vine until he should drink it anew in his kingdom.
‘So assembled at God's-table in heaven, so should we be on earth.




FORM OF CIIURCH LETTE'I TO ASSOCIATION -
From . _._ i to the Church of God
(denominated Free Will Baptist s) Southern Okla. Association
Dear Brethren:- We'send as Messengers to your body, Bros.
Days of'n)eeiing
Present pastor - o e
~ Pastor eleet ..... PR - el i

(Here give-the standing and state whe(her v»onhy
: or unworthy of certificate.) .
Members received .._-._byletter____.. bysiatement._.___

excluded ... _._ dismiissed by letier .. _____ died-__.._. .
Total membexslnp te---:. paid pastor$._-. ... for Minutes
$ . Associational purposes$. .. Number enrclled in
Sund'xy School_.___. Wehave____._ ! pray‘er meeting_... ..
Remarlm. U PUAETRR: e - .
Done in conference by the church set____-___..____ before
cthe o L Lords day in_ .ol Liill. 192 - _
e et Clerk, .. _.___._.- e Moderator
"LETTER OF DISMISSIO\I

'l‘lnb is.to certify that..... e e 15 a
~member in gcod sta'ldmg of the Freewill Bantlst Chulch of -
“Christ at _______ .. _____:__.__, and as such we recom-

"mend him (or her) to the fellowship of God's people, and is
dlsmxssed from us when united with another cnurch

Done in Church Conference this. . .dayof......19...

FORM OF DEACON'S LETTERS _ 5
Thie is to certify that Brother _____~__.__is a worthy
deacon of our church and we recommend him as being
worthy of his calling. T
Done by order of churchin conference___.___-__192__.
e e Pastor ..... el ’.-...._....(ler.(
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