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PROCEEDINGS 
Of The Nineteenth Annual Session of tile Seu them 

Oklahoma Association of the Church of God (denominuted· 
Free Will Baptist) nit~t with Mount Olive CLureh, on Wed· · 
nesday night- before the 2nd Sunday in Sept., 1923. 

Meeting called to order by singing. Introductory ser­
mon preached by Eld. H. W. Finney, Text Rom; 5:1. 

THURSDAY MORNING 

Song by the choir. Scripture· reading by Eld. C. A. 
Sledge, Psalm 23. Prayer by Eld. J. M. Hatcher. After 
¼hich the Association was organized w.ith Eld. C. A. Sledgt>, 
Moderator; Eld. I. N. Pate, Assistant Moderator; Eld. W. H . 

• Finney, Clerk; J.C. Byrne, Assistant Clerk. 
Rules of Order were read by the Moderator. 
Appointment of Devotional Corr,mhtce as. followe:. 

Bros. J. M McCormic, J. R Crawford, and co·y Williams. 
Motion carried to adjourn. 
Prnyer by Sister Villie Hawkins. Preaching by Eld. W. 

C. Fielden and J. J,,.; Davidson, Text Prov. 10:12. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Song by the choir, prayer by Eld. J. H. Coffman. CalJ 
for letters from the different churches, and letters ·frc:m the 
following churches were received and delegates seated: 
Central, Hall, Shady Grove, No. 2. Oak Grove, Forest Grove, 
Scott, Plain View, Holly Creek, Mount Olive, Nelson, and 
Spencerville. 

Moderator appointed the following Committees:­
Ministerial Chatacter and Credentialr- John Ady, J. 

P. Harges, W. M. Archy, nnd J.M. McCormic .. 

Education- Elders J. A. Davidson, W. C Fielden, and 
J. W. Bowers. 

Sabbath School- T. E. Burges,. J. M. McCray, R. i:. 
Tate, Sister Neva Wesley, and W. C. Adams. 
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Temp~rance - Sisters J. M: McCormic, Villie Hawhins 

and .Bro J R. Crawford . 

. Motion carried to defer the appointmeut cf ctl-t r c<1m-
111ittees untHFriday morning. · · · · 

Motion carried to aojourn until 8 oclor:k a. m. Friday. 
No preachinifThursday night on account of rain. 

FRIDAY MORNING 

Song by the choir. Scripture reading by the Moderator 
Matt. &. Prayer by Eld. I. N. Pate. . . 

Report of Committee on Sunday ~chool called for, and 
being made to recommend the use of Free Will Baptist 
literature as much as pos!lible, was adopted 

· Motion carried to discontinue _the Committee on Query 
and Request. 

Motion carried that Elder J. A. Davidsen and w Ve be 
seated as delegates from Forest Grove church. 

Mo'derator appointed the following Copmiittet>s:-

. Obituarie:!- J. M. Crawford, Sister Davidson, and J. 
C. Byrne. 

Resoh1tions- Eld. J. A. 'Davidson, W. C. Adamf, and 
Sister McCormic. 

Recommendations- Sister Villie Hawkim,, E. H. 
Robertson, J. A. Davidson. R. E. Tate, and J. C. Byrne. 

Motion carried to take receH1 for preaching .. Preaching 
nt 11 o'clock by Elden J.· A. · Davi<lson and I. N. Pate 
~cripture lesson Rom. 8:1-18,. prayer hy J. C. Byrne. Sub-
ject, The nature of man in life. · 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON· 

Song by the choir. Scripture reading by Eld I. N. Pate, 
John 14, ·prayer by Elder J. H. Coffman. '· 

A. colle1:tion was taken to buy a book and paper for the 
clerk which amounted to $2.85. · · 

Moderator appointed an Ordaining Council as follows: 
Elders H. W. Finney, I. N. Pate, J. A. Davidson, W. C. 
Fielden, and J. H. Coffman. 
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R~eess 10 miuutes: 
Called together by the Moderator. 
Motion carried to rewrite article No. 2 in Articlts of 

Faith, 

Mlltion c:irried to- adjourn until 9 o'clock a. m. Sat 

FRIDAY NIGH f · 

Preaching by .J. W, Bowe-n; and Elder E Sheets, devo­
tional services lead by Elcfer J. C. Byrne 

SATURDAY MORNING 

. Song by the choir. Scripture le~son by the Moderator, 
S.t John 15:1-17, prayer by J .. C. Byrne. 

Motion cari·ied to change tlie form of our church letrer 
of dismis!lion. 

Report of the <lelt-gate to the State Afsociation. 
Motion carried'io t·1ke reCe83 for preac.lling; -

11 o'cloc_k Service 
Preaching byJ, H. Coffman followed by H. W. Finney, 

Text Hebrew~ 2:6. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Called together by the l'vloderator, soug by the choir . 
.Scripture rrndii1g by Elder J. A. Davidson, Heb~ew 12. 
Prayer by Elder C. A:Sledge. . 

A finance Committee ½'as appoint£d as follows:- J. A . 
• \mold. J. H. La} ne, and W. C. Adams .. 

- A c >llecti 0 n vras taken to; Mio. fund amounting to $3.50, 
Motion carried to pay the. expenses of the delegate 10 

the State Ai-sociation in 1924.-ir bt-ing $1.50. per church and 
- the following paid: _Cent ml, Ha)l, Cak Grove, and Mount 
Olive. 

Elder L N. Pate was elected as delegate for 1925. 

Motion carried to go into the election of a place for tl;e 
next meeting of-the Association. 

Th£ next session is to be held wiih Central dirnch, 5 · 
miles west and one-half mil~ south of idabel, and CIH' half. 

, mile east and four south of Garven, Okla .. 
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Motion carried to extend to Mount -Olive our thanks for 

their kindness. 
Motion carried that a committee be appointed to ar. 

range a. program· for the 5th Sunday meeting as follows:­
! W. C. Fielden, J'. M. I--fatchei-, and J. H. Coffman.· 

Motion carried to adjourn to meet -with the church at . 
Central in McCurtai~ County, .Okla., on_- Wednesday night 

_·before the 4th Sunday in August, 1926. · -

. ., . 

' ·Elder C. A. Sledge, Moderator. · 
Elder I. N. Pate Ass't Moderator. 

H. -w:· Finney Clerk,1 
, J. C. Byrne A.fls't Clerk. 

----. ,-.· wlr----
COMMITTEE REPORTS __ 

MINISTERIAL CHARACTER AND CREDENTIALS 
• I , . • 

. We: your Committee _on Ministerinl Character end .cr·e­
·dentials, beg leave to report a1 follows:- -\Ve find most of our 
ministers doing good work and of good character. 

We recommend that when a minister· is called to the • _ 
charge of any _church and foils to respond without a reason­
able excme, that said church report said minister to the 
Annual Associatiori. 

When aay church calling a pastor f~ils to contribute to 
nteds of such pastor, we recommend. that the pnstor report 
said church to th~ next Associqtion. - _· 

We further recommend that this Association give.each 
minister.recommended a o~rtificate for the ensuing year. 

We nls~ recommend that each minister preach oil fin~oce 
, and doctrine more this year. 

J. w. Ady. 
J. M.'Archy. 
J. P. Hargis. 

EDUCA1ION 
· We, your Committee on Education, beg .leave to report 

as follows:- That we cannot place too high an e·stimaticin on 
the value of Education. Not that it 1~akes better Christians 
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for the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin, Jolin 
I :7. , Although. it properly used in humbleness of heart, 

1 guided by the comforting influence ot the Holy Spirit· and 
}ed by Jesus our captain. It ill a great asset in the coiupre-

r~:e~!f~~:. B:~k r:fc~::::::~y ~oaL~. 'ench member cf this . 

1
// · A~sociation strive to build up, education in our ministr}, by 

I,' advocating Bible Schools in our As11ociation. and by contri-
1 buting to the stipport of the same, also the Tecumseh College 

We recommend that we urnke an earnest effort to place 
· our church paper iu the home of every Free Will .Baptist in 
this association, and as mauy,others as possible. 

\ 
May the.God of Heaven help us to study his will con 

1 
_cerning us. The Apostle Paul told Timothy to "Study to 

-'.> anew himst:lf an approved worltman." II Tim. 2:15. And . if 
Timothy had to study to make a good· workman out of him­
sc.U, sodo we 

/Eld, J. A. Davidson, Chairman. ,. -- --

TEMPERANCE . 

We, your C~mmittee on Temperance, beg l1ave to r~port 
. as.follows:- we·can not place too high an estimnte on this 

subject. That it is indisd.ensable to the well . being -in this 
life and the life which is to come. Intemperance is disloyal 
to the laws of ·nature, and morals as well. It is always 
harmful and many times destructive to both soul and body. 

Therefore, we urge that abstinance is the only safeituard 
against its baneful influence, and that all true-he8rted child­
ren of God t1hould take part in assisting fallen men- from its 
blighting inrtuence. · · · · · 

Villie Hawkins. Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We, your Committee on Sunday School, beg leave to re• 
port as follows:- We feel the grnat need of more Sunday 
schools and better Sunday Schools. Therefore we recommend 

· th At the ::;uperintendents see that the teachers of the different· 
clas~es are ChristianR and of good. character. Our itreat 
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, hope is in t'1e rising generation· through the Sund a~ 8chcol 

and it is necessary that the childre11 have Chri3tian leaders. 

We also recommend that our. ministers rna~e on effort 
to plac·e Free Will Baptist literature in all our Sunday 
Schools wherever possible to do so. · · . . 

Neva \Vesley, Chairman .. 

I ; • • • •, ~--·--'---'.{}------

· ;BILL OF. RECOMMENDATIONS,. 
-: ' _. - .. . ' ':. ,. . '. 

We your Committee beg to report as follows:- . 
We do not believe that· this A.ssociation ~hould ordain· 

.any.one witho11t he has a recommendation. t·o be· worthy of 
his calling, and ,we furthr.r recommend that each minister 

. have a recommendatiori from the church of which said min-
ister is a member. We further recommend that each clnuch 
n this·Association shall hnYc n Treasurer, and that e~ch 

inerriber· of said church contribute of their means as. tl1e. 
· Lord has prospered them;•and said contribution to be rnsdP 

quarterly, and that the deacons stir up th~ir winds in regard 
· o their duty to Almighty God;· said inomis to: bl, rsed by 

· order of the church~in support of the ministers, even so as 
the Lord ordained, and they which preach the goF pd shall .· 

. 1ive of the gosp~l. · ICor; 9:14 . . 

, We further recommend that "'e have three 5th Sunday·• 
: · meetings. · The first to be held with Oak Grove church, 11 
. mileq north and two miles, east of Ft. Townson,: beginning 

. on Friday night bef<?re. the .5th Sundayjn _Nov .. 1925 .. · 

Th~ seco~d one will b~ held with Scott church, 12· 1iiil~-s 
west of Antlers; beginning on Friday night hefore the 5th 
Sunda'y in January, 1926. 

The third one will be held with Shady Grove.No·. 2 
t~o and one-half miles ca'st and six and one-half miles south 
·of Bennington, beginning ori Friday night before the 5th 
Sunday in May,i926 · 

j. C Byrne, Chairman 
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OBITU ~RY 
We. yotir Co~mittee on Obituary, beg leave to repori lls 

follows:- It is fit that we stop amid the turmoils uf life an~ . 
give thought and . rneditatit n of the desd. for ali livin{must 
die. We sorrow but not as those who have no h0pe, ·as it 
has plei,sed God' to take from our. midst:~ Bro. Lotiis of. 
Shady Grove No. 2. . . 

We, her~by ,bo\v in humble submission to him that 
'does all things to his glory. 

. . • Luvenia McCormic,. Chairman . 

. FINANCE 
We, your C~mmittee ~n Finance, beg kave to repcrt ~3 

.. follows:- We find in the hands of the d~Iegnt~s fo~niinutes · 
and associational purposes as follow~:-

For • ri1inutea, · $32.11. 
Collection for minutes, 3.50. 
Balance in Treasurer, 3 50. 
Total minute fund, ·. 39.11.. 
Paid Clerk fo'r' his work, • 7:40. · 
Collection to pay for boolt,. 2.85 .. 
Chas. Coope(paid; . .- .. 25, 
Total, · 10.50. 
T~tal of a'i1 money in 1reasurer,. · . $49:61. 

J. A. Ar'nold,' 
•. A .. H .. Lurne, .. 

-~ ' ' VJ~ C. Adams: • 
; . '. '_.. ,. - '• 

MINISTER REPORTS 
' • • . : • <. : • • '. ', .' .'. -. • • ~ ; . ·• ) 

· Report of Elder W. C. 'Fielden:- Sermorn,1 preacned, 30· . 
converdiOD8, 2; :miles. tra,·elcd, ioo; funerals prea.ched, s; 
marriages, performed, -6;, money received for maniagts $6 00; 
cfferings, $2.0G; appointments fillecU8. · . ', . . . 

Report of Elder I, ·N., .Pate·:~ :sermons preached HO: 
. convcrsio~ bapti2td. 13;~miies -traveled 1500; fu~erals -
pre3ched 3; marringes perfoi med-.,~;, ,money rec.eivcd for 
pastoral work $90.00. · · . · · · · 

Report of Elder J. H, Coffn:rnn:~ Sermons preached 24;. 
conversions· 46;.miles t~aveled ··144; members received 49: . ~· ________ ,,-.xr;r.~~~~~, 
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baptized 12; money recfived for paft<ll al wi,, k $, 7 70 . 

. 'R~port of Elder J. M. Hatcher:- Sermons preachecl 50; 
members received 1; baptized 3; miles ~raveled 400; funerals 
preached J; money received for pastoral ,work $40.C0; · 
offerings $15.00. . 

Report lif Elder Eli Sheets:- Sermons prrache~ 75; cons 
versions ~eri1bers received 14_; J?aptizf<J 17; miles travel­
ed 2()();funerals preache~ 17; marriagH pertorii,fd 6; money 
received ·none. 

Report of Elder C. A. Sledge:-·. Sermons preacht n · 116; 
~iles trav'e!P.d 590; baptized 15; m<mry received $74.00 

Report of Elder H. W. Finney:- Se1mo11s preached 125; 
conversi~aptiz~ 28; funuals prenc hed 3; marriagrs 
performed 5; money received for pastoral work $112.00; 
o~erings $) 5.00; church building $25.00; 

LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS 

C. A. Sledge; 
, H. W. Finuey. 

Eli s·heets, 
J. M. Hatchu, 
L N. Pate, 
W. C. Fielden, 

Valliant Okla. 
Idabel, Okla. Route I: 
Rufe, Oklc1. . , _<~\ :~i· 
Dela Okla. . . 
Antle~.Ok~~ . . 
Bennington, Okla. Route 2. , 
Bennington, Okla. · ' 

Sable, Okla. 
.. J. S. · Robertson, 

J. A.: Davidson, 
J. H .. Caffman, 
J. A. Marten, 

Antlers, Okla. 
. · Odell, Okla .. 

. J. A. Burton, 
J. B. Rudd, 

\ 
L. M. Buckner, 

Idabel, Okla~ 
Rhyne, Okla. 

, ldabel, Ok.la. 

- LIST OF LICENSED PREACHERS 

J. W. Bower~. 
.. J. C. Byrne, 
• Mn.}.f.ae Byrne, 

Clarence Smith. 

Benningtou, Okla.;;Route 2. 
· Idabel Okla. Route. I. . 
·Idabel, Okla. Rout~ i": 

Received of H. W. Finney the. amount of $32.70 for 
. printing minutes, and postage. , 

. . B. F. Brown, Editor New Mornin1d,tar. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Article 1. We believe that a· union of Christi&rn-. is a 
visible chtin:h sanctioned by the teachings of ChH~·t ~nd the 
practice · of his apos_tles, and we l:)elie~e it conciuctive •to 
stronger Christian ties and greater iuflurncf 1.f tl.e church. 

· Therefore, we enter into this covenant. 
" Article 2. We shall constantly ~trive to maintain true 

piety in our hearts and by constant loy2lty to the c-ommands 
of our Savior, commend his life tu others, leadipg a holy 
devout life before the wurld,' 

Article 3. We will watch over each_other in the spirit 
of true charity, helping to bear each othtrs burdens, assiet 

· the needy, strengthen the weak, encoura(e the dei;pondent, 
sympathize with foe sorrowful, reform the erring to the 
be3t of our ability, keeping the unity of Spirit in the bonds 
of p~ace, cheerfully. submitting to Christian admonition, 

, ,c'J1tribnting t<; the s11pp~rt of the g1,1-pel i:s the Lord has 
prospm~<l US, maintain 11ecret aiHJ fan1ily .prnytr and aid by 

· our presence in 111stnining puhli~ ~·or11l,ip. · We wiH=refuse 
· · all sanction . to all worldly' amusements· that lrnd tci ltPfen 

true piety in ourselves t<; others or weaken Christian in­
fluence so that the r81igio11 of our Master Le ·not reprc,ached 
on our account. · 

Article 4. May He who has promised His help enable· 
us to 'keep this covenant and grant· us to be faithful ,in all 
things until He shall gather us unto 'Himself and cro\rn us · 
with final victory. Amen. , · 

-----wi-----
CONSTITUTION 

· From long experience we, the members of the Church 
of God (denominated Free Will Baptists), being regu­
larly baptized upon. a profession of our. faith in Jesus 

. Christ, and b.eing convinced of the~ 11.ecessity of a com bi; 
nation of. churches to perpetuate a union and_ communion _ 
amongst us, and to-preserve and maintain correspondenc~ 
with· each other, do therefore ordain this Constitution 
for our better church government. . .· 

1. The Association shall be composed of member. 
chosen by the different churches of ·our. Union, not e:x: 
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cecding three messengers from each chui,ch, and upon 
. producing _letters they shall b_e entitled to seats. All _or 
dained ministers of S'.lid Union_shaUbe rc·gular :member~, 
when present by virtue of their office; .- · · · ··•· • · · · · · 
- 2. 'rhc in~mbers thus cho~en ~nd e6nvened' in Soutl1 

crn Oklahoma Association of the·Cimrcli of God (dcnorn· 
inated Free Vvill' Baptists), being compose'd of the sundr:> 
churches in Southern Oklahoma, the Association ·having. 
116 power to lord it over God's heritage; nor::have -:Ul:} · 

ecclesiastical power over the ,_ajrnrchcs, .rcs~_rving: the. 
right of expel from any church becoming disorq.crty. 

3. Letters. from. different churches arc. to express 
their numbci·. in fellowship, the imrnber received by. ~xpc 
ricnc_e; letters of recommendation, 'disinissed-o·r c_xcluded' .· 
restored Dnd those who liave died since the; last Assocfa ·.; 
tion.. , Th c church cs 'in s:mclin g their· letters · may senu ': 
Obituilries of· any members· who: have: died ·during ,the:, 
year that WC may keep up the Memorial of 'our Derid ... 

. 4._ The Association to have a Moderator, Clerk and 
Treasurer, who are to be chosen by the suffrage_ niembcrn 
presenf . .'. · · , · · . · ' 
. . 5. Newly cqnstit1.1ted · churches 1nay' be· adiiiitted to 

·the association, which··urc·to petition by letter' and dole 
_gates, and !f upoi1 examination they ·are founcl to .be, or,·: 
thodox and orderly they may be received ii1to, the associa~ . 
tion,, the Moderator giving the right hand of fello_wship ... 

. 6. ,.- No .question from any church shall come. under . 
the _consideration of-,the. Association unless it has·. been_·. 
first discussed in its own church~ . . . 

7. Every motion made and seconded shall co'me'1in; 
dcr the consideration of'the Association, except it' be 
withdra.vil by the member who made.it.. . ' 

.. 8.,: The Associatibn is· to: endeavor to furnish the 
chiirchcs with mi11utes of the Association in proportion 
to the' number of members :in each church, the distribu~ 
tiori to be at the discretion of the Association. 

9. . It shall' be the'd11ty of the. Clerk, to keep· a ;egu.· 
Iai· file of.the minutes· of the Association on a. book to be 

. kep't by' the Asso,cia_tioi1for this" purpose: ': . _ ' . . , . 
10. The minutes· of the Association shall be read rind 

comicted, if n~eded, and signed by the Mode~ator and 
Clerk before. the close of the Association .. , .. 

~ 11~ A:ine·u·dments to the Gonstitutiori may. be. riiade 
when· ~ecessary by a majority of the members present.· 
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· RULES OF ORDER 

·L · At every· sitting business shall :be _opened and 
'concluded by prayer by the lVIodei:ator . or, whomsoeve_r 
he may request. •.• · . . . _ 

2. Ministers present, invited to .seats,. are allo_wed 
to take par(in debate on all subjects; and to vote. · 

, 3. . Tlios.e ,✓h~ speak shall rise and address· the Mod-. 
,orator: . Persorial· reflections shall be avoided in all de­
bates .. 

4. ·. No. motion shall be discussed. without being sec­
•onded. 

·. 5. ·When a motion has been.made and s~conded _and 
a member opposes its discussion, the Moderator shaU put 
the· ·question: "Shall it be discussed?" If. negative the 
question shall be dismissed., 

, . G. · If any proposition or motion under debate con­
tains t~vo or more points,- it shall be divided ,at the re 
quest of ai1y member and a vote taken; , . 

7. 1\Iotions ll~~de and lost sha'll not' be re~orded. 
8: No one shaH speak more than twice on ~:UY s·ub-

ject with cut sp_eciaHcave of the J\foderator. . '·· 
. . 9. ·. All que~ti011s,decided by a majority of the mem: 

· bers prese1it.'. . . . · · 
10. No member shall absent himself without speeial 

leave of the Moderator. · · · · · 

11. Nfinutes shall be leisur~ly read and conected 
before the close of. the Association if necessary. 

·. J 2. In the: fnture meetings of the Association, ar: 
r2.ll\?;Cll10rlts shall be made to insure two or more sermom, 
eacl1 day, or other cqnival,cnt devotional exercises;· 

] 3. The Rules of Order shall be distinctly, read from 
the chnir_immcdiately after the organization· of the As-
sociation. · · 

14. • Alteratjoris m~y be ~adc in, these rules. at any 
regult:r session of the· Association. 

------
. ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe in one· true and living God; Father, 
.~on nncl Holy Ghost, and these ·three are o:rie in Divino 
Essencc,_powc_r and glory.-Rom. 1 :20 i John 1 :1. 
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~- We believe· that the Sc;iptures 0£ the. old and 

uew 'l'estament is the vVord of God, and the only infalli. ' 
ble rule of faith and praetiee.-II .. Tim. 3 :16-17; 2 Pet. 
J ::2 I. .. 

3; "\Ve believe that God created _.1nan good, gave· him· 
holy commandments whereby_ he should live holy, but 
man voluntarily disobeyed the coniniandments of God, 
transgressed the law. and fell under the just condemna­
tion of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners, not 
by constraint but by choice; being partakers of the sin­
ful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable to 
save himself with· his own power, but,we_ see Jesus for 
1he suffering of death_ crowned with glory that Ile, by· 
the grace of God, tasted death for every man.-Gen: 1 :31; _ 
Hebrew 2 :9.' · ' 

4. We believe that Christ by his death, burial and 
resurrection purchased our pardon and offered it freely 
to all mankind upon principles of repentance toward God _ 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He no,v commands 
all men everywhere to repent; therefore he · sayeth; 
'' Look unto me and be saved all~ye ends of the earth. 
for I am God and there is none else. "-;;---1\'I:att. 4 :17; Isa 
·15 :22 ;~Acts 20 :21. · 

5: We believe that adult persons must be regen­
erated and born of. the Spirit of God if they inheri1. 
eternal ·1ife.-Jolin 3 :3; Rom. 5 :1-13. · . · 

6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved up 
• on the merits of the Son of God.-'J onah 4 :11; Mar 1. 

10 :~ 4 ; Luke 18 :16. 

. 7. We believe that all Christians sh'ould persevere 
in grace and be faithful to the end, if they inherit eterna:i '; 
life, for "blessed- are they that do His ·commandments 
that they may liave right to the tree of life, and may 
enter through the' gates o_f the city. "_:_Rev .. 22 :14: 

- ' 

8 .. We believe that baptism bY,:_ in1mersion _is the· 
l\postolic mode, even the burial of the believer in water_ 
and that Christ who is• our life, showed this humble. ex 
ample -to His. children and bids us walk .tlrnrein.-Johr, 
3 :22; Matt. 3 :16; Roman. 6·:2-2-5; l\'Iatt. 28 :19-20. 

9. · ·we believe that God in His Gooclness displan 
His power of gr_ace to a great degree in calling and quali 
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fying His servant~ by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and 
the instruction of His word to go forth and proclaim lifo 
and salvation ,vithout price .. He bids us' freely come, and 
nothing prevents .the salvation of any but their ·own stub 
born rebellion and sinful refusal to come.-I. Cor. 12 :3; 
Eph. 3 :7; Rev. 22 :17. . 

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Suppe1 
and the washing of the saint's feet, and· keeping of the 
Lord's Day holy and abstaining from worldly lusts are 
Gospel Ordinances and carnal cares, and to assemble our-

. selves together are o,rnaments which prepare and beauti­
fy the soldiers of· the cross to mrireh on in the army oi 
the Lord.-1\fatt. 26 :28; John 13 :4-5. . 

11. "\Ve believe that none have a right· to baptism 
only· those who have obtained a living hope in. the Lord 
,Jesus, and none have the right to administer the same·· 
only those who are· called of God and have come under 

. the hands of the presbetery of the elders; and each 
church ought to have a pastor, deacons and clerk choser.. 

· hy the church '.~rid. continue in office during th_e good 
pleasure· of -thff. same; and in dealing with disorderly 
memliers, reference should be had to the 18th chapter oi 
Matthew. and . other scriptures relative to dealing with 
disorderly nie1nbers. In all cases a ·majority· shall rule 

' except in receiving members, which shall be unanimous 
. -Titus 1 :5; Acts 14 :23, IL Cor. 6 :6. . 

· 12. "\Ve believe it is;the duty of each chi1rci~ to as-
. scmble themselves together once a month, and -that it is 
the duty of the pastor of the church when. setting foi:th 
the Lord.'s Supper and ,vashing the saints' feet to let a · 
man. examine himself and so let him eat.-I. Cor. 11 :17-
28; Hebrew 10 :26. · 

· . 13. . We believe in the resu~rection of the. d~ad, both 
the" jhst and the unjust.· The resurrection of the just to 
glory and iminor.tality in· the presence of God; tl1e unjust 
to· everlasting sham·e and banishment from the presence 

· of God.-1\fatt: ~5 :31; I. Cor. 15 :42-45; IL The:ss. 1 :11; 
Job 19 :2. • · . -,: ·· : 

14 .. We h~liC'VPthe Christian S:ibh~th i3 a divine instituti-Jn 
binding all. anrl Fhvuld be observ,ed by ab1taining-from nll secular 
bu~iness. and amu~cnieuts, and consecrated .to the . worship of God 

· an_d spiritual improvpments. See Mark 2:27; Luke 24:1-7; John.__ 
· 20:1~, 2G; Acts 2:1; ~0:7; I Cor. 16;2; Rev. 1:10; Psa. 118:22-24. 
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THE LAW OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

(By Rev. Wm. Mankin.) 
The Lord's sup pc,· . was instituted for God's people. They 

all h:ne equal nghts to the supper, and the right is a liirth­
nght. · "l•·or by one spirit we are all baptized into one body." 
l Cor. 12:10. 'l'hls is not· wate,· baptism, but spiritual bap­
tism. Again, Christ says: "l am t,,e 'door, by 1ne 1f any man 
enter in ne · shall be saved." John 10:9 .. "He· that entereth 
not by the door into Uw sheep fold, but cl,mbeth up some 
omer way, the same i:, a t,11cf a·nd a robbc?i:." John 10:1. Christ 
ts not waccr baptism,· yet ne is ''t,1e aoor." There is but one 
door,. and. Canst says .ne is that door, and he that cometh in 
at tile uoor s,,ourd nave full fellowship and equal rights with 
all other Christians. "Let a man examine n11nsel1, and so 
let· him eat of that bread and ctrink of. that cup; for he. that 
l.!atech .anct drmketh unwor:mly eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself," not the church, but to himself. It is a, personal 
matter in judging and .eating.· The church that does judge 
and exclude any of God's 11eople is not acting in keeping with. 
the instructions given by the church at Corimn; To thus judge 
and exclude one of the children of God is to offend the child 
so judged and excluded. Now, listen to. Christ: "He that of­
fends one of these little cnes that believe in me, it were. bet­
ter for him that a millstone, ,vere hanged about his· neck and 
that he 0 were drowned in the depths Gf .the sea.'' Matt. 18:6; 
I Cor.-c-10:30; 13:~~2. It is contended thaVthey of the same 
faith-·:and order should be entitled to , partake of the Lord's 
supper. I admit that Christ is the true faith, and his church 

.. true order, and that faith is· the means by which men belong 
to the :-true order. If this 'i~ what is meant'. by the same faith, 
we shall not cbject, we are agreed. But if se'ct is referred to, 
we object. As to order, if nothing but gospel order is meant, 
very well; but we do not ·believe that one child of God should 
dictate ju!:'t what another should believe or what church he 

_ should belong to in order .that he may be in the right church, 
.for the visible . church is but an organic body of Christians, 
and placing your name on the church book of the best church 
on earth docs not make you a Christiari. The eun:xch that be­
lieved rind was baptized, what church did he join? Here is 
faith and. here is order .. Now we as:, if the eunuch were h 
wish to commune with s0nw of the churches, would he be al­
lowed: the right? No; he i:; ,not the same· faith and order, yet 
he 5s admitted in heaven, but could not be admitted to a sec­
tarian table. At the Lord's table all his· people have a perfect 
right; b:J he 1vho he· may, and when the~supper is set, and all 
of God's people are not invited, it is not the Lord's, but 11 
sectarian supper. "So. we, being many, arc one body in Christ, 
and e-iery one members one of another" (Rom. 12:5), and the 
wa~- we t_e:camc one body .is by being baptized into that body,, 
and, of course, this is spir:tual baptism. He that gets in by 
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water baptism, the same is a thief a~d a robber, and·when any 
one gets into that body in a way he has a legal right to all the • 
b:me!'its and privileges of that body. ''For we being many, are 
one bread and one body, for we are aU- partakers of that one 
bread." Cor. 10:17. ··· By partakhig we exhibit a oneness of.' 
that bodv. Wi10 is meant by "we"? It certainly means all 
Christians of all ages. "When you come together, tarry ·one· . 
fur another, be of. one mind,''. but let the Word of God ·con­
trol the mind. If it ha,! ever been intended by the Savior ' 
that the supper should be guarded, as some attempt to guard 
it, God would have endow~d the judges with .power to discern 
the pure from the impure. But the standpoint from ·which _to 
judge is water baptism, and a legal administration of the same. 
So, if baptism by immersion, and a legal administration, this 
settl,;~ the matter, and Christian character is left entirely_ out, 
by which some make a woeful mistake; for, after all this pre­
caution, some have been found unworthy of the least . of the 
privileges of any church: To admit immersion to be the only 
mode of baptism, and a true believer receiving it, is. this.not 
all right? Some would allswer, "If. by a legal administrator, 
this is all that is wanting." Is it not purely a personal matter? 
So it is the duty of· the preacher to baptize, arid of the ap­
'plicant to be baptized, When this is done, each has performed 
u personal' duty. If I had never been baptized and had to 
wait until I found one whom I knew to be a legal administrator,· 
I would never be baptized at aU, as I cannot know the heart 
of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good fa1th· and 
the c.ther not. Every Christian is strictly responsible·:for his .. 
own ·acts, and not· for another. Simon the sorcerer, "be-. 
lieved and was baptized."· and that by a legal administrator, 
and vet it was discovered that he was not a Christian.•· So we 
see baptism by a legal administration does not confer any 
claims to Christian• rights, as this nroves it to be a personal 
matter: for WP clearly sec that the apostle, inspired . as he 
was. did not. discover the evil of Simon's heart; neither can 
we know tho heart of man. When we do. our duty, it is ours; 
when an applicant,, it is his. So we find that repentance, faith, 
b:ipti~m and Christian duties, all are personally ac~ountable 
to God and not to man. Various are the opinions of men, and 
the way we account for tiJC'm is in the capacity of men; and 
If we use the capacity God has given we do not think that we 
should be eternally condemned for what we cannot help .. The 
church of Christ is· divided into many· members, but is one spir­
itunl lrnov · and Christ_ the head; and· they- shoi.ild have the 

, same care for each other that the fleshy body ·has for its mem­
bers.· Should Christians commune together at the Lord's table? 
"What God hath jojned together let no man put asunder." 
Christians do all fecf alike if they· do not think alike.. They 

· can preach together, sing and love together, and should ·they 
not commune together?· Then 'a union and free communion is 
. forced· upon us. ' Christ said he would drink no more of. the 
fruit of the ~ine until he should drink it anew in his kingdom. 
So assembled at God's·table in heaven, so should we be on earth. 
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· FORl\1 OF CHURCH. LETTER TO ASSOCIATION. 

From_~-- ____ -··_. ___________ . _____ to the Church of God 

(denominated .Free Will Bapti11tsY Soillhern O·kla. Association 
Dear Brethren:- We send as Messei1g(•rs to );our body, Bros. 

Days of meeting _____ --"·-- ~----- ; __ ----~---- ________ . 

Pre11ent pastor-~--------:.-~---~-~--------·---------~-
Pa11tor elect .. : ••. ~ •.• ________________ ------ ___ _ 

------·----------------------------------------------
(If any· ininister belonging to the body state liere) 

(Here give-the standing and stute whethtr V.<Htliy 
or unworthy of certificate.) 

Members received . .:..:. __ by letter ____ ;.;_ by sintement _____ _ 
excluded _______ disniissni by lette,r _______ died-______ _ 

Total membership'-----"_ paid pa Hor$: ______ for Minutes 
$ ______ Associational purposes$. _____ Number enrolled in 
Sunday ·school_ _____ W~ lrnvt;_____ prayer meetin~-- •. __ 
Remark_i;: :. _ . : _________________ ~ ______ -'- ~--. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _--_ 

Done in·conference by the church set._ - ~-~ -~ - - - C -- before 
the ____ · ____ ~ __ Lords day _in _____ -____ ~ ____ . ____ 192 - _ 
______ -~----- --~-- ____ :_ __ Clerk ____________ ~ ____ .Moderator 

. LETTER OF DISl\IISSION. 

· Thb is. lo· ciirtif_y that ................ '. ....... 1~ a 
member. in good standing of the Freewill Baptist _Church of 
Christ at __ _____ · _______ · _____ ,and as such we recom- • 

mend him (or her) to the fellowship o.! God's people, and is 
dismissed from us when united with another. church. 

DJnc in Church Conference this .... day of ...... 19 ..• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J[otlerator. . . . . . . . . . . . ... C'lr-rk. 

FORM OF DEACON'S LETTERS 
Thie is 

0

to certify that Brot'her _____ --:: _____ is a worthy 
deacon of our church and we recommend him as being 
worthy of hi11 calling. 

Done by order of church in conrerence _ _-_____ .: __ 1!}2. _..: 
.... · .................. Pastor ..... -..... ·.-.... _ ... ·.ckr!c 
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