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1997 SESSION CONVENED AT 
SHADY HILL F. W. B. CHURCH 

NEAR ANDALUSIA, AL. 
SEPT. 27, 1996 

1998 SESSION 
SHADY HILL FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

near ANDALUSIA, AL. 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1998 

10:00 A.M • 



• 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY .....•..•...... 3 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE .........•....... 4 

ANNUAL MEETING PROCEEDINGS .......... 5 

ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS .......•...• 7 
. 

TREASURERS REPORT ............•.•..•• 8 

ARTICLES OF FAITH ...........•....... 9 

PERMANENT REGULATIONS ........•••... l7 

GUIDELINES FOR ORDINATION .......... l8 

CHURCH COVENANT ....•........•...... 19 

STATISTICAL TABLE ...........•...... 20 

• 

2 



MEMBER CHURCHES 

NEW BETHANY FREE WILL BAPTIST ............ None 
5478 Penny Creek Rd., Holt, Fl. 32564 

SHADY HILL FREE WILL BAPTIST .... (334)222-3764 
Route 1, box 176, Andalusia, Al. 36420 
Pastor Andrew J. Orsa ........... (904)537-7181 

GENERAL OFFICERS FOR 1997 

Moderator .....................• Mr. Ralph Bass 
Route 1, box 177, Andalusia, Al. 36420 (334)222 2887 

Assistant Moderator ....... Rev. Andrew J. Orsa 
5333 Olin Merritt St., Baker, Fl.32531 (850)537-7181 

Clerk •....•.....•..............•.. Ina Walters 
5478 Penny Creek Rd., Holt, Fl. 32564 (850)537-6752 

Reading Clerk ................ Mrs. Glynda Cupp 
4814 Van Horn Dr., Milton, Fl. 32583 (650)623-3408 

Treasurer ...................... Mr. Randy Bass 
Route 1, Box 177, Andalusia, Al. 35420 (344)222-3654 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Ralph Bass .................. (334) 222-2887 
Route 1, Box 177, Andalusia, Al. 36420 

Rev. Andrew J. Orsa ...........•. (850)537-7181 
5333 Olin Merritt St., Baker, Fl. 32532 

Mrs. Naomi Wilkinson ....•....... (850)537-3192 
5440 Steele Rd., Baker, Fl. 32532 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 

Rev. Andrew J. Orsa 
Autry Bass Leon Mirns 

Mr. Ed Bass 
Randy Bass ·· 

MINISTERS PRESENT FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

Rev. Andrew J. Orsa 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The 71st session of the Southern Union 
of Free Will Baptist's met on September 27, 
1997 at New Bethany Free Will Baptist Church. 

The meeting began at 10 o'clock as 
Brother Ralph Bass welcomed those in atten­
dance. 

Moved by Joyce Bass, and seconded by 
Leon Mims that we go into conference. 

The Congregation sang "Amazing Grace" as 
the customary handshake took place. 

Prayer by Mavis McVay. 
Letters read from each Churdh by Glynda 

Cupp and accepted by the Church body. 
Letter read from First Free Will Baptist 

Church of Mobile from Diane Weave. Letter 
stated that they had closed their church and 
asked for our prayers. They were selling the 
Church property, and whould be using the 
money for mission work. 

Committees appointed. 
Suggestion Committee: Marcia Dotson, 

Linda Mooney, Leon Mims, and Wavielee Mims. 
Nomination Committee: Joyce Bass, Mavis 

McVay, Tony Orso, and Shelia Dawson . 
• • 
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Nominating committee suggested that the 
same officers be kept for one more year. 
Suggestion voted on and carried by Church 
Council. 

Suggestions from the committee was voted 
on and carried by the Church Body. 

Children's Home report by Leon Moms. 
Two new buildings moved into. 200 acres of 
land donated. Childrens' Home doing fine. 

Sang "Wont It Be Wonderful There'' and 
collected $104 for Childrens' Home. 

Preaching Service brought by Brother 
Tony Orso, "Let God Lead". 

Meeting closed with departing handshake. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

SUGGESTIONS FROM COMMITTEE 

We suggest discussion on the benifits 
versus cost on memership in the State 

Association. 
We suggest the 1998 Annual Meeting be 
at Shady Hill Church at 10:00 A.M. 
We suggest the speaker be Brother Tony 
Orso. 
Express and explore ways to increase 
Membership of Chruches. 
Contact other Churches we might get 
interested in joining the Association. 
Give young people more attention. 
Allow children to participate in 

• serv1ces . 

• • 
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BALANCE SHEET 

BALANCE FORWARDED $3354.23 

CREDITS: 
SHADY HILL DUES $100.00 
NEW BETHANY DUES 100.00 
CHILDRENS HOME OFFERING 101.00 

TOTAL +301.00 

DEBITS: 
ALABAMA ASSOC. FEES 
CLERK FEES '96 
MINUTES PRINTED '96 
CHECK PRINTING 
CHILDREN'S HOME OFFERING 
CLERK FEES I 97 
MINUTES PRINTED '97 

TOTAL 

BALANCE AS OF 9/27/97 
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150.00 
100.00 

69.02 
18.45 

101.00 
100.00 

60.00 
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3655.23 

-598.47 

$3056.76 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

I. As to God--"One God and Father of 
all." Eph. 4:6. 

2.As to Scripture--"All Scripture is 
given by Inspiration of God.'' II 
Tim. 3:16. 

J.As to Freedom of Will--"Ye will not 
come unto me." John 5:40. "Who so 
ever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.'' Rev. 22:17. 

4.As to Condition of Salvation--"He 
(Christ) died for all.'' II Cor. 
5:15. "For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." Romans 10:13. "For in due 
season ye shall reap if ye faint 
not." Gal. 6:9. ''Be thou faithful 
unto death and I will give thee a 
crown of Life." Rev. 2:10. 

5.As to Election--"God is no respecter 
of persons, but in every nation he 
that feareth Him and worketh 
righteousness is accepted with Him.'' 
Acts 10:34-35. 

6.As to Grace--"For the grace of God 
that bringeth Salvation hath 
appeared to all men.'' Titus 2:11. 
"For by grace are you saved through 
faith.'' Eph. 2:8 • 

7. As to Faith--"Justif!ed by faith." 
Rom. 5: 1. "This is the victory which 
overcometh the world, even our 
faith.'' I John 5:4. 
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S.As to Works--''Faith without works is 
dead.'' James 2:26. ''God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in 
them." Eph. 2:10. 

9. As to Baptism--"And they ·,.;ent down 
both into the water and when they 
were come up out of the water." Acts 
8:39. ''We are buried with Him by 
Baptism unto death.'' Rom. 6:4. 

IO.As subject to Baptism--"If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest.'' Acts 8:37. ''So then every 
one of us shall give account of 
himself to God." Rom. 14: 12. 

ll.As to Oneness of the Christian 
Church--''Is Christ divided?" I Cor. 
1:13. ''I am the vine, ye are the 
branches." John 15:5. "That they may 

be one as we are.'' John 17:11-21. 
"There is one body and one spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling.'' Eph. 4:4. 

12. As to Conununion--"This do in 
rememberance of Me." Like 22: 19. 
"But let a man examine himself and 
so let him eat the bread and drink 
of the cup.'' I Cor. 11:28. ''Let no 
man therefor judge you." Col. 2:16. 

l3.As to the Resurrection--"For the 
hour cometh in which all that are in 
the grave shall hear his voice and 
shall come forth.'' John 5:28. ''For 
the trumpet shall sound and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible and we 
shall be changed." I Cor. 15:52. 

14.As to the Judgment, Reward, And 
Punishment--"For we shall all stand 
before the Judgment seat of Christ." 
Rom. 14: 10. "And we shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.'' Matt. 
25:46. 
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15.As to Feet Washing--"Ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet.'' John 
13:14. ''For I have given you an 
example." John 13:15. "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, the servant 
is not greater than his Lord.: 
12John 13:16. "Because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an 
example." I Peter 2:21. 
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AS TO THE RULES-ARTICLE 1 

Section 1. 

Section 2. 

Section 3. 

Section 4. 

• 

When a sufficient number of 
members are ready for 
organization, the articles of 
faith and the covenant shall 
be read, and if adopted, the 
right hand of fellowship 
shall be extended. After 
prayer, they shall proceed to 
the election of officers, 

• 

after which, they shall be 
declared organized and ready 
for business. 

No Church shall be organized 
than three male members nor 
within six miles of another 
church of the same faith, 
unless in towns or cities. 

The officers of a church 
shall be a pastor, one or 
more deacons, a clerk and 
treasurer, and not less than 
three trustees. 

The church shall call there 
pastor at the next conference 
proceeding the last regular 
conference in the associat­
ional year, unless in case 
of vacancy, in such case they 
may call a conference for 
that purpose . 
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Section 5. 

Section 6 • 

Section 7. 

Section 8. 

Section 9. 

The church, in case of ne­
cessity, may call a confer­
ence and elect one of their 
members or a visiting 
ster as moderator. 

• • 
rru.n~-

Any church may hold a con­
ference as often as it deems 
necessary. 

It is suggested that the 
church conacLUne and wash the 
members' feet as often as 
convenient, and it shall not 
be postponed on account of 
disobedient members. 

• 

The church shall not try a 
member without a hearing un­
less the member refuses to 
attend the conference when 
notified to do so. 

The church is to reconuctend 
the questioning of any mem­
ber for licensing, the same 
as for ordination. 

Section 10. A presbytery of 5 ordained 
men shall be appointed by the 
moderator to hold office for 
5 years to conduct ordination 
of ministers or deacons for 
this association or any 
church connected with this 
association • 

• 
Section 11. Deacons shall not be ordained 

until they are tried. 
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Section 12. Each minister shall be a mem­
ber of some live church and 
in good standing with the 
church. 

Section 13. It shall be the duty of every 
member, male or female, to 
attend each conference meet­
ing if possible. On the day, 
the pastor is expected to 
instruct the church in a 
spiritual manner by giving 
plain and pointed lessons on 
doctrine, discipline, the 
rule of holy living. and the 
church members' duties. 

Section 14. As the Scriptures teach 
against worldliness in any 
form, be it resolved that 
each member seek the divine 
guidance of the Holy Spirit 
in things that pertain to 
holy and righteous living • 

• 
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Sc:ction I 

Sc:ction 2 

Sc:ction J 

Sc:ction 4 

Sc:ction 5 

• 

• 
• 

• 

S~o.,;lion 6 

• 

- . 

ARTICLE 2 

Tile pastor ~hall ath:ml hi~ church IUllcss provillcntiully 
hinllc:r~o.-d :md shall sit as moocrOltor to SCI! U!ul justice is COlrric:d 
out. In case of hi, ahS1.1u:c, lu: is to uppoint som.: :~uitahh: 
brother to us~m01: hi:s rc:;ponsihility when he thinks thc 
situation wurrunt, sm:h adiun. ll.: shull ubo hold a protracted 
meeting with hi:~ dmrd1 um:c u yeur. 

ll1e deacons shall be eledcd by Uu: church unll shall hold ollicc 
01tthe lli~n:tion oft he dturch. ll~e:y shall wall:h the llocli:, 
advise the: unmly mcmhcr~. umJ report such to the church in 
conli:rc:m:e when 111.:ces.'lllry. l11.:y may 01llminislcr lh.: ordinance 
Of h:~ptistn, sfwll make aJin~o.'CI!SS;uy :JITaii!;Cmcnls lor I he 
communion, monitor U1e needs of Uu: church omit h.: support of 
I he pastor. llt.:y ~hull lake not icc of such memhcrs who n:lilse 
or neg! cello partake of l!u: Lortl's Supper oml wash each ol!u:r's 
Ji:cl, unll entlcuvor !o usccrtuin the cuusc Utul !he sam.: muy be 
laid be lore the dmrch in conti:rcm:c. 

llu: cleric shall bt: dc:cl~o.-d hy U1e church and shall hold ollice ol 
U1e lli~n:tion of same. I le shall keep a n.:corcl of U1e members 
and minutes of the busincs.'> tronsaclions of llu: church und shall 
readlhe s.:~me in conli:rencc as allen as t11c church may demand. 
lie shall tum all boob nnll papas over to his suttl!..•;sor in 
olfice. 

l11e treasurl"'' ~h:~ll he ek'tld by the church. sh:~ll holt! office at 
the will of Ute dmrd1, .~hall hold monies paid into th.: dmrch 
general expense,, anti sh:~lllum over all muncy mul papers lo 
his SU(Ces.~or. 

ll1e lruslces sh:~ll he clcdc:d hy the church, anti shall hold 
ollke lor lwo yc;an nnlil their ~111:ccs~ors arc clct:tct.l, lilt less 
fCinOYl-d for Cllll!IC. ·nu:y shniJ loolc aJlcr I he rcpuirs of I ftc 
church, but they cnnnot sdlor olhcrwisc dispose of the dmr~:b . 
properly wilhont un order lrom I he dmrch in conli:rcnc:c. 

No one ~hall b.: rccci\·cd in the chun.:h lUI less Scripturally 
baptizcd hy irruncr~ion hy nn ort.lained uuplizcr. 
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Section 7 

s~:clion ofl 

Section 9 

S\.'"l:lion 10 

Section II 

Sc:ction 12 

• 

Section 13 

Section 14 

• • 
Section IS 

S\.-clion 16 

• 

Mo.:rnhcr~ mu~t pay tl11:ir uo.:ht~ contno.:h:u by thcrmclvcs or 
make: ~Jii~f~dory arrilngcrnl-!11!~ witlrthcir crcuito~. and th\.'Y 
~hall help pay tlrcir p:~stor. 

We recommend th:~t e;~ch dmrch elect a Horne: Mis~ion" 
Trca~urc:r and all money c:ollcdcd lor llome Mi~~ions be . 
retained in the dmrch and paid out only by order of the 
church. 

No preilc:hc:r ha~ a right to organize and bring a church into 
our A~~ocialion without tlre ann of a church in our 
A~~ociillion lo hdp organize: and pn:shytery ~me. 

We recolTUnend Ural t:ach ordained minister in our 
as.~ociation ohlain crc:dc:ntiill:> showing thc: denomination that 
ord.l inc:d him, tlre name of the: church, the country, and the 
st.1tc:. If po~sihlt:, Urc: prcsby1c:ry tlre on.Llinctl him should 
al~o be namc:tl. 

It i~ rcquirctl of c:ach church to do everything possible to 
promote: religious work hy encouraging your rncmht..n to 
spc:.1k in public in bt:half of our Saviour. 

Each churth shall encouragc: it~ mc:rnhcrs to attend c:vc:ry 
coufc:rcnce possihlc:, to study tlre minutes, follow the rule1 
and tlrc: articles of Iilith whidt arc to be read in the church at 
Je;~st once a ye.11 . 

NO rnemhcr shall leave tlrc hou:o;c: without snllicient CJUSC 

nor engage in convcr~tion without heing suhj\.-ct to bt:ing 
c.1Jic:d to orU\.T by tlrc: modcrator. 

All uisc:ussion in conference: must be conduclt-d with 
c.1lmncss and good fet:lings. Tirosc: who speak St..-ction 14 
must rise to tl1eir fed, adurcss the moderator and sL1y with 
the point in uchate . 

No mcrnher shall speak more than l\\ice on tlrc same suhjc:ct 
witl1out pcrmis~ion from thc moderator, nor shall Ure remarks 
of any member he unre;~~onahl y long. 

Wlu:n thc mcxlcrntor .~peaks in uchate. he: sh:rll nominate 
some othc:r mot.lcrator in hi~ ~tl.!au. 

16 
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' Section 17 No one shall be i.n1emlpted while speaking unle§ it m 
necesaary to call him to order. 

'· ell 
Section 18 The Executive Committee is the governing bodyofthe 

Association. to act on things pertatnJng to the Asiod~ton 
when the Associ.OOon is not in session. 

PERMANENT REGULATIONS 

1. The ofJicets shall be elected every 2 yeat3. 

2. Each church may appoint up to 4 delegates to the Association each ye3C. 

3. All deacons from the different churches are to be counted as standing -delegates to the Associ2tion. 

4. Minutes will be kept by the Clerk of the QUarterly Meeting and recorded in 
the annual minutes. 

S. The clerk ill to write the Resolution of Thanks. 

6. Each church is to record and report their Children's Home offering 
sepma faun other otfe:ringa. • 

7. A letter of explanation from eoch church is to be sen1 in absence of 
represent&on at the Quarterly Meetings. 

8. No minister shall be held responsible for marrying anyone unknowingly 
wtw hal previously been manied, having a living husband of living wife . 

• ' 

9. 

' • 

10. 

• 
No rninistl:r is to be called as pastor or used as lDl evangeli.!lt in lDlY 

church irt this Associ:non without being subject to questioning by the 
~counc:il. 

Each church recommends someone form their membership to be placed 
on the executive committee every two ye:JI'S. 
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I. 

2. 
. -

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

GUIDELINES FOR ORDINATION 

llti~ A~sociation onl.:1ins no man thnt hns more titan one: living wili:", 
nor 11 man whose: wife has more titan one living husband. 

Ev•.:ry mini~tc:r cmic:s a li~:ense Wttil he is eitltcr called to a chun:h or 
enters lull time ev:titgdistic work. llte license of ministc:rs li~-nscd by 
Utis As.~ocintion arc: to hi: rei!aual C4dt yc:ar iftlte cltun:h ofwlticll Utq 
urc IOL1nbcr mnkcs tltis request. 

Tit is AsliOCi:ttion ord:tin~ no one: that doesn't fully believe: the f:~ith und 
prncticc.'l of tltc: Free Will Duptist Tn:atisc:. 

This Association on.LJins no one: that doesn't b!:lic:vc: :titd prnctice 
tithing. 

lltis As.~ociation ordains no one Utat doesn't bc:lic:ve in the: verbal 
inspirution of Ute: Word of God. 

lltis Association will not oru:~in women to pn::u:h Ute Gospd. 

lltis Associ:~tion will not ordain anyone: thnt is afliliuted with the: 
World Council of Churches. 

lltis Associntion will not ord:~in unyonc: with a bnu testimony with 
tltem thntnre without. 

lltis Associ:~tion will not ord:~in nnyonc: that uoc:sn't believe and 
pr.:~ctice Ute ordinances of the: church. 

10. lltis As.'iOCiation will not ord:tin anyone Utnt doesn't believe a person 
cun npostntize and hi: lost. 

• 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

I laving given otll.o;clve:l to Goo, hy faiU1 in Jc.~t~ Chri:.t, und m.loph:tl 
Ute: Word of Ucxl as our mit: of Iilith and practice, we: now give: otll:ll!lvc..'i to one: 
:mother by Ute: will of God inthi:~ solemn convc:nanl. 

• 

We: promiSt: hy His grace to love: und obt:y Him in all things, to OJVoid 
all appc:arancc: of c:vil, to 01bstain lrom all sinful amusements and unholy 
conformity to the: world, lrom all SOJnction of Uu: usc: and s.1lc of intoxi~:.:~ting 
bt:vc:ragc:s, and to provide: things honc:st in t.ltc: sight of men. 

We: agrL-c: laithli.dly to dischurgc: our obligations in rcli:rcncc lo study of 
t.lte Scriptures, sc:crc:l prayer, l(nnily devotions, and sod01l worship, and hy St:lf­
d~.o'tlial, faith and good works endeavor to grow in the: grace: und in knowledge: of 
our Lord und Suviour Jc:.~us Chris!. 

We: will not lorsukc Ute assembling of oursclvl!!l togclhcr for church 
confc:rencc:s, public worship, and the: obsc:rvancc: of the gospd, nor fail to pay 
according to our ubility for thc support of the: church, of its poor ami all its 
bcncvolc:nt work. 

We: ugrc:c: to accc:pt Christi:m admonition and rc:proof with m~.o-c:knc:ss, 
and to watch over one another in love:, endc:avoring to "Kec:p Ute unity of the 
Spirit" in the: bont.l~ of pc:acc: to he carelitl to om: anotlu:r's huppinc:s.'i and 
reputution, seck to strc:ngUtc:n the weak, c:ncourage Ute alllictcd, awnonish Ute 
erring, and as lar as we are ahle, promote: Ute: succc:.'iS of the church and the: 
gospel. 

Wt: will cvcrywhcre hold Christian principles sacred and Christian 
obligations and c:ntcrpriscs suprc:mc:; cotutting it our chief htL~incss in life to 
extend the inllucncc: of Christ in soddy; constuntly praying :mt.ltoiling that t.ltc: 
Kingdom of Goo may come, mtdllis will he duue on Earth us it is in heaven. 

To this c:nd we agr~.o'C to lahar for the promotion of education:ll :md 
dc:nominationul c:ntcrprisc:s, Ute support of missions, the success of Sunday 
Schools, and c:vangdistic c:lforts lor the: salvation of Ute world 

• • 

And may Ute God of Pc:acc: s:mctify U.'i wholly, and preserve us 
blamelc:ss unto the coming of otll Lord Jc:sus Christ. 
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CLERK MEMBERSHIP PAID FEE SERVICE SCHEDULEI 
Glynda Cupp Fourth Sunday 
4814 Van Horn Rd. Preaching I 

' Milton, Fl. 32583 s.s. each Sunday ' 13 $100.00 
(850)623-3408 

- - -Mavis McVay Sunday Mornings 
Rt.l, Box 182 Wednesday Evenings 
Andalusia, Al. 36420 36 $100.00 
(334)222-3764 
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