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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

The 71st session of the Southern Union
of Free Will Baptist's met on September 27,
1997 at New Bethany Free Will Baptist Church.

The meeting began at 10 o'clock as
Brother Ralph Bass welcomed those in atten-
dance. |

Moved by Joyce Bass, and seconded by
Lecn Mims that we go 1nto conference.

The Congregation sang "Amazing Grace" as
the customary handshake took place.

Prayer by Mavis McVay.

Letters read from each Churdh by Glynda
Cupp and accepted by the Church body.

Letter read from First Free Will Baptist
Church of Mobile from Diane Weave. Letter
stated that they had closed their church and
asked for our prayers. They were selling the
Church property, and whould be using the
money for mission work.

Committeas appointed.

Suggestion Committee: Marcia Dotson,
Linda Mooney, Leon Mims, and Wavielee Mims.

Nomination Committee: Joyce Bass, Mavis
McVay, Tony Orso, and Shelia Dawson.



Nominating committee suggested that the
same officers be kept for one more year.
Suggestion voted on and carried by Church
Council.

Suggestions from the committee was voted
on and carried by the Church Body.

Children's Home report by Leon Moms.
Two new buildings moved into. 200 acres of
land donated. Childrens' Home doing fine.

Sang "Wont It Be Wonderful There” and
collected $104 for Childrens' Home.

Preaching Service brought by Brother
Tony Orso, "Let God Lead".

Meeting closed with departing handshake.
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SUGGESTIONS FROM COMMITTEE

We suggest discussion on the benifits

versus cost on memership in the State
Association.

We suggest the 1998 Annual Meeting be
at Shady Hill Church at 10:00 A.M.

We suggest the speaker be Brother Tony
Orso.

Express and explore ways to increase
Membership of Chruches.

Contact other Churches we might get
interested in joining the Association.
Give young people more attention.
Allow children to participate in
services.



BALANCE SHEET

BALANCE FORWARDED $3354.23
CREDITS:
SHADY HILL DUES $100.00
NEW BETHANY DUES 100.00
CHILDRENS HOME OFFERING 101.00
TCTAL +301.00
3655.23
DEBITS:
ALABAMA ASSOC. FEES 150.00
CLERK FEES '96 100.00
MINUTES PRINTED '96 63.02
CHECK PRINTING 18.45
CHILDREN'S HCME OFFERING 101.00
CLERK FEES '97 100.00
MINUTES PRINTED '97 60.00
TOTAL ~598.47
BALANCE AS OF 9/27/97 | $3056.76
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ARTICLES OF FAITH

l. As to God--"One God and Father of
all.” Eph. 4:6.

2. As to Scripture--"All Scripture is
given by Inspiration of God." II
Tim. 3:16.

J.As to Freedom of Will--"Ye will not
come unto me."” John 5:40. "Who so
ever will, let him take the water of
life freely." Rev. 22:17.

4. As to Condition of Salvation--"He
(Christ) died for all.™ II Cor.
5:15, "For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be
saved."” Romans 10:13. "For in due
season ye shall reap if ye faint
not."” Gal. 6:9, "Be thou faithful
unto death and I will give thee a
crown of Life." Rev. 2:10.

5.As to Election--"God is no respecter
of persons, but in every nation he
that feareth Him and worketh
righteousness is accepted with Him."
Acts 10:34-35,

6. As to Grace--"For the grace of God
that bringeth Salvation hath
appeared to all men." Titus 2:11.
"For by grace are you saved through

N faith." Eph. 2:8,

7.As to Faith--"Justifled by faith."
Rom. 5:1. "This is the victory which
overcometh the world, even our
faith." I John 5:4.
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

As to Works--"Faith without works is
dead."”" James 2:26. "God hath before
ordained that we should walk in
them." Eph. 2:10.
As to Baptism--"And they went down
both into the water and when they
were come up out of the water." Acts
8:39. "We are buried with Him by
Baptism unto death."” Rom. 6:4,
As subject to Baptism--"If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest." Acts 8:37. "So then every
cne of us shall give account of
himself to God." Rom. 14:12.
As to Oneness of the Christian
Church--"Is Christ divided?" I Cor.
1:13. "I am the vine, ye are the
branches.”" John 15:5. "That they may
be one as we are." John 17:11-21.
"There is one body and one spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling." Eph. 4:4.
As to Communion--"This do 1in
rememberance of Me." Like 22:19.
"But let a man examine himself and
so let him eat the bread and drink
of the cup." I Cor. 11:28. "Let no
man therefor judge you." Col. 2:16.

13. As to the Resurrection--"For the

hour cometh in which all that are in
the grave shall hear his voice and
shall come forth." John 5:28. "For
the trumpet shall sound and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible and we
shall be changed." I Cor. 15:52.

14. As to the Judgment, Reward, And

Punishment--"For we shall all stand
before the Judgment seat of Christ.”
Rom. 14:10. "And we shall go away

into everlasting punishment, but the

righteous into life eternal.” Matt.
25:46.
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15. As to Feet Washing--"Ye also ought
to wash one another's feet.” John
13:14. "For 1 have given you an
example." John 13:15. "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, the servant
is not greater than his Lord.:
12John 13:16. "Because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an
example.”" I Peter 2:21.
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AS TO THE RULES-ARTICLE 1

Section 1.

‘Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

When a sufficient number of
members are ready for
organization, the articles of
faith and the covenant shall
be read, and if adopted, the
right hand of fellowship
shall be extended. After
prayer, they shall proceed to
the election of officers,
after which, they shall be
declared organized and ready
for business.

No Church shall be organized
than three male members nor
within six miles of another
church of the same faith,
unless in towns or cities,

The officers of a church
shall be a pastor, one or
more deacons, a clerk and
treasurer, and not less than
three trustees.

- The church shall call there

pastor at the next conference
proceeding the last regular
conference in the associat-
ional year, unless in case

of vacancy, in such case they
may call a conference for

- that purpose.
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Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.

Section 10.

Seciion 11.

The church, in case of ne-
cessity, may call a confer-
ence and elect one of their
members or a visiting mini-
ster as moderator.

Any church may hold a con-
ference as often as it deems
necessary. |

It is suggested that the
church commune and wash the
members' feet as often as
convenient, and it shall not
be postponed on account of
disobedient members.

- The church shall not try a

member without a hearing un-
less the member refuses to
attend the conference when
notified to do so.

The church is to recommend
the questioning of any mem-
ber for licensing, the same
as for ordination.

A presbytery of 5 ordained
men shall be appointed by the
moderator to hold office for
5 years to conduct ordination
of ministers or deacons for
this association or any
church connected with this
association.

Deacons shall not be ordained
until they are tried.
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Section 12.

Section 13.

Section 14.

Each minister shall be a mem-
ber of some live church and
in good standing with the
church.

It shall be the duty of every
member, male or female, to
attend each conference meet-
ing 1if possible. On the day,
the pastor 1s expected to
instruct the church in a
spiritual manner by giving
plain and pointed lessons on

doctrine, discipline, the

rule of holy living. and the
church members' duties.

As the Scriptures teach
against worldliness in any
form, be it resolved that
each member seek the divine
guidance of the Holy Spirit
in things that pertain to
holy and righteous living.

14



Seclion |

Seclion 2

Section 3

Section 4

Seclion 5

Scclion 6

ARTICLE 2

The pastor shall attend his church wnless providentiully
hindered and shall sit as moderator (o see thut justice is camied
out. i case ol his absence, he is (o appoint some suitable
brother o usstune his responsibility when he tunks the
situation warrunls such action. e shall also hold a protructed

meeting wilh his church once a year.

The deacons shall be elected by the chiurch und shall hold oflice
at the discretion ot thie church. They shall watch the tlock,
advise the unmly inembers, und report such to the church in
conterence when necessary. They inay adininister Uie ordinance
ol baplisin, shall make all necessary amangements tor the
coinmunion, monitor the needs ot the church and thie support of
the pastor. Thiey shall take notice of such members who reluse
or neglect to partuke of the Lord's Supper and waslt cach other’s
feet, und endeavor to ascertutn the cause thal the saine maoy be

laid belore the church in conlerence.

The clerk shall be elected by the church and shall hold oflice at
the discretion of same. e shall keep a record of Uie ineinbers
and minutes of the business trunsactions of the church and shall
read the same in conterence as often as tie church may detnand.
[1e shall tumn all books und pupers over to hits successor in
ollice.

The treasurer shall be elected by the church, shall hold ofTice at
the wall of the church, shall hold tnonies paid into the charch
general expenses, and shall tum over all inoney and papers lo
his successor,

The trustees shall be clected by the church, and shull hold
olTice for two years nntil their successors are clected, unless
removed Jor cause, They shall lock alter the repuirs ol the
church, but tiey cannot sell or othenwvise dispose of the church .
property without un order lrom the church in conlerence.

No one shall be received in the church unless Senpturally
baptized by imunersion by an ordained baptizer.
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Section 7

Scction®

Section 9

Section [0

Section 11

Section |2

Section 13

Seclion 14

&

Section 15

Section 16

Mcinbers must pay their debts contracted by themselves or
muke satislactory arrangemnents with their creditors, and they
shall help pay Uicir pastor.

We recommend that each clhuch clect a Home Missions
Treasurer and all inoney collected lor Home Missions be
retatned 1n the church and puid out only by order ol the
church.

No preacher has a right to organize and bning a cluuch into
our Assoctation without the ann of a church in our
Association to help organize and presbhytery same.

We recomunend that each ordained minister in our
association obtain credentials showing the denomination that
ordained him, the namne of the church, the country, and the
state. If possible, the presbytery tie ordained him should

also be named.

It 1s required of each church to do everything possible to
promote religious work by encouraging your members to
speak 1n public in behall of our Saviour.

Each church shall encourage its ineinbers lo attend every
confercnce possible, to study the minutcs, lollow the rules
and the articles of faith which are to be read i the church at

least once & year.

NO inember shall leave the hiouse withoul sullicient cause
nor engage in conversation without being subject to being
called to order by the moderator.

All discussion in conference inust be conducted with
calmness ond good feelings. Those who speak Section 14
must nise (o their [eet, address the moderalor and stay with

the point 1n dehale.

No metnber shall speak more than twice on the same subject
without permission [roin the moderator, nor shall the remarks
of any meinber be unreasonably long.

When the mnederator speaks in debate, he shall nominate
some other modcerator in his stead.
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Section 17 No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is
necessary to call him to order. |

Section 18 The Executive Commuttee i8 the govemning body of the
Association, to act on things pertaining to the Association
when the Association 1S not in session.

PERMANENT REGULATIONS

1. The officers shall be elected every 2 years.
2. Each church may appoint up to 4 delegates to the Association each year.

3. All deacons from the different churches are to be counted as standing
delegates to the Assocation. |

4. Minutes will be kept by the Cletk of the Quarterly Meeting and recorded in
| the annual minutes.

5. The clerk is to write the Resolution of Thanks.

6. Each church is to record and report their Children's Home offering
separate form other oﬂ"mngn

7. A letter of explanation from each church is to be sent in absence of
representation at the Quarterly Meetinggs.

8. No minister shall be held responsible for marrying anyone unknowingly
who has previcusly been married, having a living husband of living wife.

9, No minister is to be called as pastor or used as an evangelist in any
church in this Associaion without being subject to questioning by the

* ordaining council.

10. Each church recommends someone form their membership to be placed
on the executive committze every two years.



10.

GUIDELINES FOR ORDINATION

This Association ordains no man that has more than one living wile,
nor a man whose wife has more thun one living husband.

Every mimister carmes a license unti! he is either called to a church or
enters full time evangelistic work. The license of ministers licensed by
s Association are to be reissued each year if the church of which they

ure member makes this request.

This Association ordains no one that doesnt fully believe the faith and
practices of the Free Will Buplist Treatise.

This Association ordains no one that doesn't believe and practice
tithing.

This Association ordains no one that doesn't believe in the verbal
inspiration of the Word ot God.

This Association will not ordain women to preach Uie Gospel.

This Association will nol ordain anyone that is afliliated with the
World Council of Churches.

This Association will not ordain unyone with a bad testimony with
them that are wathout.

This Association will not ordain anyone that doesnt believe and
practice the ordinances of the church.

This Association will not ordain anyone that doesn't believe a person
can apostatize and be lost.

18



CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Jesus Chnst, und adopted
the Word of God as our rule of taith and practice, we now give ourselves to one
anotlier by the will ol God in this solemn convenant.

We promise by His grace lo love and obey Him in all things, to avord
all appearance ol evil, to abstain trom all sinful amuscements and unholy
conformity to the world, lrom all sanction of Uie use and sale ol toxicating
beverages, and to provide things honest in the stght of men.

We agree taithiully to discharge our obligations in reference to study of
the Scriptures, secret prayer, lamily devotions, and social worship, and by self-
denial, fuith and good works endeavor lo grow in the grace and in Lnowh.dgc of
our Lord und Saviour Jesus Chnist.

We will not forsuke the assembling ol ourselves together for church
conferences, public worslup, and the observance of the gospel, nor fuil to pay
according to our ability for the support ol the church, ol its poor and all its

benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian adinonition and reproof with meckness,
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoning to "Keep the unity of the
Spint® in the bonds of peace to be carelul to one another’s happiness and
rcputalion seck to strengthen the weak, encourage the alllicted, adinonish the
erring, and as lar as we are able, promote the success of the church and the

gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian principles sacred and Christian
obligations and enterprises supreme;, counting it our chict business in life to
extend the inlluence of Clinist in sociely; constantly praying and toiling that the
Kingdom of God may come, and [lis will be done on Carth as it 13 in heaven.

To this end we agree to labor lor the promotion of educational and

denominational enterpnises, the support of inissions, the success ol Sunday
Schools, and evangelistic etlorts for the salvation of the world.

And may the God of Peace sanctily us wholly, and prescerve us
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Chnist.
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STATISTICAL TABLE

- CHURCH CLERK MEMBERSHIP | PAID FEE | SERVICE SCHEDULE
iNew Bethany |Glynda Cupp - * ~ |Fourth Sunday

FWB 4814 Van Horn Rd. Preaching

‘Holt, Milton, Fl. 32583 13 $100.00 S.S. each Sunday
(Florida (850) 623-3408

'Shady Hill |Mavis Mcvay | ' h Sunday Mornings
FWRB Rt.1l, Box 182 - Wednesday Evenings
Andalusia, |Andalusia, Al. 36420 36 $100.00

Alabama (334)222-37764
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' |MEMBERS

I SUNDAY SCHOOL | o o |
| CHURCH ENROLLMELNT . ) B}i\PT‘IEiMS“ ) ADDED C.T.S. MEMBERS
NEW BETHANY

FWB 10 0 O 0

HOLT, FL.

SHADY HILL

FWB

ANDALUSIA, 36 0 O 0

AL.
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