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 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

The 77th sess:Lon of the Southern Unn.on -

-Assoc:Lat:Lon of Free Will Bapt:.st met on September |
28, 2003. '

Meeting' called to order by _Ralph_ Bass. Moved to go .
into conference by Ed Bass. Seconded by Wava Lee
_Mims.__- | o |

" Election of officers: Moved by Ed Bass 1 we keep same
| offn.cers except Ass:Lstant Moderator

Deaths: Mr;s. Mathews and 'Sible Cayson.

- Treasurers report read by Randy Bass and accepted
| --_by church body Balance $2 646 76.

Chlldrens home report by Leon and Wava Lee Mims.

Have some new bulldn.ngs, land donated, and horses.' .

20 ch:l.ldren in home at thlS time. Collect:.on for
chlldren s home $104 . | |

- __Moved we adj ourn by Glynda Cupp and seconded by
. Joyce Bass. Meetlng closed with customary song and_ |
f'handshake; - |




. SUGGESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE

1. - We suggest the next assoc:.atlon meetlng be |
B held at Shady Hlll Church on Sept 26, 2004.

2, -Message to be _brought .j.n the mo"rning by the
 pastor with business conducted in the afternoon.

3. Visit other churches we might get interested
in joining our association. Contact Eensacola and
" others. | o

4. Contact 1nact3.ve members by malllng a card, o

calling or v:.sn.tlng Each church appclnts somecne -
to fac:.l:.tate thls. - | |

5. Explcre ways to J.ncrease membershlp of |
'_churches.j

6. lee young pe0ple more attentlon and reSpon-'

Slblllty in the church. Have actn.v:l.ta.es maybe once.
a month on Saturdays.

7. _, Encourage everyone to come to prayer meetings
on Wednesday nlghts .

8. Encourage da:.ly Blble readlngs Have more re-? .
-v1vals and singings. | o



| 9. Remove Matt Sm:.th from the executlve commxt— o
| ""'tee. o | |

'_10, In order fcr a pastor to be d:l..smlssed from

hn.s pcs:.tlon, the fcllowa.ng steps must be taken: N

The matter must be presented to the deacons for
_thelr dlscuss:.on and the charges presented to the -

" pastor. The pastor must have the opportum.ty to
‘give his account of the charges to the deacons 1f

the deacons, in their cplnlcn, . feel there is just _

o cause to remove the pastor, they shall call a spe-
- 'cial meeta.ng of the members of the church and the
| allegatlons shall be discussed wn.th the entlre

membership of the church. The pastor shall have an
'Opportun:\.ty to present his defense of the charges o

to the membership. The membershlp of the church

-shall prayerfully consider the matter and the en- _.

. tire membership shall vote on whether or not to
' _.dis'miss the Pas't_o_r . | .

1
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ARTICLES OF F’AITH}

1. Bsto God-"One God and Father of all L Eph
2 . As to Scrlpture-"All Scrn.pture is gJ.ven by
- Insplratlon of God." II Tim. 3:16. - , |
N 3. As to Freedom of Wlll-—"Ye will not come unto
~ me." John 5:40. "Who so ever will, let him take the
- water of life freely " Rev. 22 17. | |
4. As toCondition of Salvatlon-"He (ChrJ.st)

died for all " II Cor. 5: 15 "'For whosoever shall o

call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved "

'Romans 10:13. ‘"For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved " Romans 10:13,

"E‘or in due season, ye shall reap if ye faint not ",' |
- Gal. 6:19. "Be thou faithful unto death and I wn.ll .
-give thee a Crown of Life. " Rev. 2: 10. | |
3. _AstoElection-"God is no respecter of per-
. sons, but J.n every nation he that feareth Hlm and
worketh rlghteousness is accepted with Him." Acts

. 10:34-35.

- 0. AS to Grace-"For thegrace of God that
Brlngeth Salvatlon hath appeared toall men.” "

- Titus 2: 11 "E‘or by grace are you saved through
- faith." Eph. 2:8.

7. As to Falth-"Justlfied by falth " Rom. 5 1.
o "ThlS is the victory which overcometh the world, - :
even out faith " T John 5:4. | -

8. As to Works-" Faith without works is dead "o
James 2:26. "God hath before ordalned that we
| should walk in them. " Eph 2 10,



9. As to Baptism-"And they went down both into the wa-

“ter and when they were come up out of the water." Acts

. 8 39 "We are buried with Him by Baptism unto death "
| Rom 6 4. :

'_10 . ‘As subj ect to Baptlsm-“If thou believest with all

thine heart, thou mayest. " Acts B:37. "So then every one
of us shall give account of himself to God." Rom. 14: 22.

_11 'As to oneness of the Christian Church-—"Is Christ
div::.ded?“ I Cor: 1: 13 "1 am the vine, ye are the -

- "branches." John 1’7 11- 21 "There is one body and one .

- spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call-

- J.ng." Eph. 4:4.

12. As to Communion-"THis do in remembrance of Me
Like 22:19., "But iet a man examine himself and 50 let
rhim eat the bread and drink of the cup.™ I Cor 11 28.

_"Let no man therefor judge you." Cols. 2:16.
13. As to the Resurrection-—"For the hour cometh in

which all that are in the grave shall hear his_voice.and

~shall come forth, " John 5:28. MFor the trumpet ehalll

sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptn.ble and we

_'__shall be changed "I Cor. 15:32.

14. - As to the Judgment, Reward, and Punishment-"For .
we shall all stand before the Judgment seat of Christ."
'_Rom. 14; :10. "And we sha]_._l go_away into everlaeting pun—--

is’hment;P but_the righteous into-lif-e_eternal. “.”Matt,_

25:46. ' ” ' _

15, AS to Feet Washing-“Ye also ought to wash one an-
‘ther's feet.‘,‘ John 13:14. "For I have given you an |

~ example." John 13:15. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, o

- the servant is not greater than h.‘LS Lord." John 13 16.

“Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-

ample." I Peter 22 21
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" AS TO THE RULES-ARTICLE 1

1.  When a suff:.c.Lent number of members are ready -
for organlzatlon, the artlcles of farth and the

o covenant shall be read, and. if adopted ‘the rlght -

~ hand of fellowshlp shall be extended ‘After . | o
B prayer, they shall proceed to the electlon of off:.-- - '

| cers, ‘after wh:LchIlr they shall be declared organ-— -
ized and ready for business. L | )
- 2. _Nochurch shall be organ:.zed wn.th less than

three male members, nor withln sixmiles of another o

| church of the same fa:Lth, unless in towns or cit—
‘ies. | ) | | |
3. The officers of a church shall be a pastor, |

one or more deacons, a clerk and treasurer, and not N

o _j' less than three trustees.

4. The church shall call the.':.r pastor at the next
| conference proceedlng the last regular conference __
~1in the assocratlons year, unless the case of va- "
cancy. In such case: they may call a conference for
- that purpose. | | B |
5 ~ The church, in case of necess:l.ty, may call a -
conference and elect one of their members for a

 visiting minister as moderator.

6. ~Any church may hold a conference as often as
it deems necessary. -

7. Itis suggested that the churches comune and

wash the members feet as often as convenlent, and

it shall not be postponed on account of dlsobedlent' ‘.
" members. |



8. 'I'he church shall not trya member without a
| _hearing unless the member refuses to attend the

o conference when notified to do so.

: '9. The church is to recommend the questioning of
R any member for licens.ing, the same as for ordina--
‘tion. o o -
. 10. A presbytery of five ordained men shall be ap-,_- o
pointedby the moderator to hold office .for f‘ive .
‘_years to conduct ordination of members of deacons
~ for this assocn.ation or any church connected with
~ this assoc:.ation. o o
11. Deacons shall not be ordained until they are
| tried o R
- 12, Each minister shall be . a member of some live
o church and be in good standing | o o
. .13._'_ It shall be the duty of every member, male or
female, to attend each conference meeting if pos- B
| sible. On the day,,r the pastor is expected to J.n- |

. struct the church in a spiritual manner by givn.ng '

plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discn.pline,

 the rule of holy 1iving, and the church members'
duties.__

©14. As the scriptures teach against worldliness '
in any form, be it resolved that each member seek |
the divine guidance of the Holy Splrlt in things

that pertain to holy and righteous liv:t.ng




AS TO THE RULES—-ARTICLE 2

1. The pastor shall attend hischurch unless " i |
providentially hindered, and shall sit as modera-
- tor to see that justice is carried out. In case of.

~ his absence he is to appoint some suitable brother

to assume his reSponsle.l:Lty when he th:x.nks the
s:.tuat:.on warrants such action. He shall also hold

K protracted meeting with his church once a year. |
2. The deacons shal.l_be elected by the church and

~ shall hold office at the discretion of the church.

They shall watch the flock, advise the unruly mem-' o
bers, and report such to the church in conference |
when necessary They may adm:.nlster the ordinance |
of baptlsm, shall make all necessary arrangements
- for the communn.on, mon:.tor the needs of the church,
and support the pastor. They shall take notice of
such members who refuse or neglect £o partake of
" the Lord's Supper and wash each other s feet, and
-endeavor to ascertaln the cause that the same may -
~ be laid before the church 1n conference.
3, The clerk shall be elected by the church and o
shall hold office at the discretion of same. The

o clerk shall keep a record of the members and min-

utes of the bus.mess transactlons of the church and
shall read the same in conference as often as the
church may demand The clerk shall turn all books
| and papers over to the successor in offlce._
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4, The treasurer shall be elected by the church, '
- and shall hold office at the wmll of same. The
treasured shall hold mon:Les pald into the church
~and pay out for general eXpenses The treasurer .
- shall turn over all money and papers to the succes— -

" sor. PR

- 3. The trustees shall be elected by the church,
and shall hold off:.ce for two years until their N
”-Jsuccessors are elected, unless removed for cause.
'_ They' shall look after the repairs of the church, '
but they cannot sell or otherw:Lse dispose of the =

. church property wn.thout an order from the church

_conference.;'ﬁ - | R
6. - Noone shall be received in the church unless
: 'Scr:x.pturally baptlzed by J.mmersa.on by an ordained
baptize. o . . o - ~
7. - Members must pay the:Lr debts contracted by |
' 'themselves or make satlsfactory arrangements w:Lth '
 their credltors,, and they shall help pay their pas-—r

o tor.. | o
8. We recommend that each church elect a Home
_MlSSiOI‘lS Treasurer, and all money collected for
~ Home Missions be retained in the church and pald
out only by order of the church | o
9. ~ -No preacher has a r:Lght to organlze and brlng' |
“a church into our Association without the arm of a -
| 'church in our assocn.atlon to help organlze and
presbytery same. .. | | | B
10." We recommend that each ordained mlm.ster in |
. our.{associatlon obtain credentials showing the de-
| nor_nination that ordained'h‘i'm, the nafne of the N
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church the countr%|r and the state. If poss:Lble,

the presbytery that ordalned him should also be
named B | o

11, It is requ:.red of each church to do everythlng
posszble to promote religious work by encouraglng

your members to speak in publlc :Ln behalf of our
-Savior, |

12. Each church shall engorge 1ts members to at- .
'- _tend every conference poss:.ble, to study the | |
‘minutes,. follow the rules and the art:.cles of

- fa:.th, which are to be read in the church at least

~once a year.

13. No member shall leave the house w1thout suf-"
ficient cause nor engage in conversatlon without

be:..ng subj ect to beJ.ng called to Order by the mod-
erator. . L

14, BAll dlscussa.on in confernence gt must be- con-. -
ducted with calmness and good feellngs Those who '* __
speak Sectlon 14 must rise to thelr feet, address

~ the moderator, and stay with the point in debate,
15. No member shall speak more than tw:Lce on the -
| -same Sllbj ect w1thout perm.rss:.on from the modera-, B

| tor, nor shall the remarks of any member be unrea-—
| sonably long |

le. When the moderator speaks in debate, he shall._ |

" nominate some other moderator in his stead . '_

-17. No one shall be interrupted while speakn.ng o

unless it is necessary to call him to order. ' |
- 18. The Executlve Committee is the govern:.ng body

of the assouatlon, to act on things pertalnlng to
the assocz.at:n.on when :Lt :Ls not in session. o



. PERMANENT REGULATIONS

1. . The officers shall be elected every two years.
2. Each church may appo:.nt up to four delegates
‘to the association each year. - -
3, All deacons from the different churches are to

be counted as standlng delegates to the

| Assocratlon.

4. ‘Minutes will be kept by the clerk of the quar-
- terly meet;Lng and recorded in the annual m:.nutes .
' 5.' - The clerk is to write the Resolutlon of

| Thanks.t' |
6. Each church is to record and report their
- Chlldren 8 Home offering separate form other of-
 ferings. | | |
7. A letter of explanatlon from each church 1s to |
be sent in absence of representatlon at the quar-—-- |
'_terly meetlngs. o . |
| 8. No m:.nlster shall be held respons.lble for un—
know_lngly marry:.ng anyone_ who has previously been
| 'Married ‘having a living husband or living wife.
9.. No mlnlster is to be called a pastor or used as
an evangellst in any church in this Assomatron
| wz.thout be:.ng subj ect to questlonlng by the or-
| dalnlng council. - | o |
10. .Each church recommends someone from their

. membersha.p to be placed on the executlve comrnlttee ; |
- every two years.
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. GUIDELINES FOR ORDINATION

1. Th.'LS Assocz.atlon ordan.ns that no man has more

than one living wife, or a man S wlfe has no more
than éne living husband.

2. Every m:Lm.ster carrles a llcense unt:Ll he is '_
either called to a church or enters full time evan-' '
_gellstlc work. The llcense of mlna.sters llcensed |
'by this Assoca.atlon is to be relssued each year lf |

the church of Wthh they are a member makes th:.s re-
quest. | o | | )
- 3. ThlS Assoc:l.atn.on ordalns no one that doesn't

fully believe the falth and practlces of the Free
-W:x.ll Baptlst Treatise.

R 4 . This Association ordalns no one that doesn £
| _belleve and practice tithing. | o )
'5. This Assocratlon ordalns no one that doesn t
bel.l.eve in the verbal lnsplratlon of the Word of

B God. |

6. Th:.s Assoc:l.atlon w:Lll not ordaln women to
_ preach the Gospel ' o S -
7. This Assocz.atlon will not orda:l.n anyone that

~ is afflllated with the WOrld Council of Churches._ |

8. ThlS Assocn.atn.on wJ.ll not orda:t.n anyone with a .
| bad testimony with them that is w:.thout. |

. 9. | 'I'h:.s Assomatlon will not ordain anyone that

h doesn't belleve and practlce the ordJ.nances of the |

'“_'church

| 10;‘ ThlS Assocratlon w:t.ll not ordaln anyone that

| doesn t belleve a person can apostatlze and be
_lost | |

| 16



' CHURCH COVENANT

HaVing given ourselves to God, By faith in Jesus

| Christ, and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith B

and practice, we now’ give ourselves to one another by
the will of God in this solemn convenant . -
- We promise by His grace to 1ove and obey Him in alt

'_ thlngs: to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from

- all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the

. world, from a sanction of the use and sale of 1ntox1c:at- |

ing beverages, and to provide things honest in the sight "
of men. |

. We agree faithfully to discourage out obligations in_

reference to study of the Scriptures, secret prayer,

family devotions, and social worship, and by self-
"denial, faith and good works endeavor to grow in the

© grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus

~ ‘Christ. ' . '

- We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves to-

gether for church conferences, public worship, and the

observance of the gospel, nor fail to pay accordingto

o our ability for the support of the church, of 1ts poor

and all its benevolent work.
~ We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof
~ with meekness, and to watch over one another in lowzrel|r |
endeavoring to “Keep the unity of the Spirit" in the
- bonds of peace to be careful to one anther's happiness'
o and reputation, seek to strengthen the weak encourage
the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are

able, promote the success of the church and the gospel.

. 1.7



We will everywhefe hold ChriStian principles sacred
and Chris'tian'o'bligati'ons and enterprises supreme,
counting it our chief business in life to extend the in— .
fluence of Christ in soc1ety, constantly praying and
to:.l:.ng that the Kingdom of God may dome, and HlS w:.ll |
) be done on earth as it is in heaven. | N |

- To this end we agree to labor for the premotlon of
educatlonal and denominational enterprises, the sup-—
port Of mlSSlonS, the success of Sunday Schools, and

evangelistlc efforts for the salvation of the world.
~ And may the God of Peace sanctify us wholly, and pre-

 serve us blameles_s unto the_domn.ng of our Loxd .JGSUS e
Christ, | o
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" CHURCH
New Bethany
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