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P RO CE E D I N c·s 
Friday-10 :qo A. M; 

The Fifteenth Annual Session of the Southwest 
Virginra Association of Free Will· Baptist met with the 
Meades Ghapel Church, Herald, Virginia, May 18, 1951. 

The .Association was called to. order by the assistant 
Clerk, Leslie Ketron, reading for a lesson Psalm 93, after 
which· Sister Goldia Kiser offered a very able and touch­

. ing prayer. Due to a small delegation the. Association 
then elected Rev. Mack Butler as Moderator and Rev. 
S. M. McFalls .Assistant Moderator .. Appointed a Pulpit 
Comrnittee-J ewell.. Meade, J. N. Carico and Mrs. Goldia. 
Arney, and agreed to have worship service throughout 
the day, adjourning until 9 :00 a. m. Saturday. 
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11;00 
Rev., V. B. _Thacker being the choice of the Pulpit 

Committee to bring the message of the hour, read for 
Scripture lesson Psalm 23. Rev. 's. 1'L l\fcFalls offered a 
very able prayer, after which Rev. Thacker used for a 
text "The Lo_rd is niy Shepherd," from which he, through 
the anointing of tlie Holy Spirit of God, delivered a won-
derful message, .'which ,v,as enjoyed by all. · · . . 

. . , _ .. -.. 2 :00 ,P. M. ' _ 1 
, .· 

. Service opened by congregation singing, "Tell It to 
\Jesus." Prayer was offered by Bro. E. J. Kilgore. Rev. 
L: J. McConell read for lesson II Peter 3, using for sub­
ject, ''. I stir up your pure minds," from which he brought 
some wonderful thoughts. The •Lord graciously blessed 

. His p·eople. . - • • · ,. 

, . Friday-7 :30 P. M. 
, I 

Services opened by congregation singing, '' An Empty 
Mansion." A very able prayer was offered by Rev. Donald 
Sexton, a visiting minister from Kentucky. Rev. Mack 

· Butler read for a lesson Gen. 22 :1~19 and James 1 :1-2, 
using the Iritter for his subject, from which he brought a 
,vonderful ·message. Rev. C. A. Arney followed using the 

. _same· subject, also a wonderful mes·sage, and God graci-
. ously blessed His people. 

> • • \ 

, , I 

, Saturday-9 :00 A: M. 1 
• 

Opening• song, -" A Million Years From Now." Scrip­
.. ture reading ·by Assistant Clerk, Psalm 100. Prayer by 

.. Rev. J'ake. Welch. . . 
. 'l'he l\Ioderator called the association· to order and 

work resumed ·as fo!Jows: Ministers, _-Deacons, Delegates 
and 'Corresponding Messengers were enrolled and seated. 

Letters fro,m the various associations were read and 
·, received, thus:, ·John Thomas Association of Free Will 

Baptist, The Wise County Quarterly Conference of Free 
Will Baptist, and, The Lee County Quarterly Conference 
of Free. Will Baptist. \ · 
· Th,e association then discussed 'the question of Friday· 
attendance. After many comments were made ;the associ­
ation voted to drop Friday-from the work, and to meet 

· promptly at 9 :00 on Saturday. · . ' . . 
· Rev. J. '\V. Brannon was retained on the Executive 

Board; also, 1\Irs. Bessie Large of Coeburn, Va: was re­
tained as field worker for the Young People's League. 
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Rev. Bill Blevins, a disabled minister, at his request 
was granted a card of good standing with the association. 

The association then adjourned until 1 :30. 

11:00 
Service was opened by special singing offered by Rev. 

Surett, Rev. ,vynn and Rev. Baltimore. Prayer. was of­
fered by Mrs. Thelma Kilgore. Re~. George Dunbar being 
the choice of the Pulpit Committee to bring the message · 
of the hour, read for lesson Numbers 13 :30-33, using for 
.his subject, '' ,i\nd Caleb stilled the people,'' from which 
he brought a wonderful message. · . 

1:30 
The Association was called to order by the Moderator . 

reading Hebrews 13 :1. Special singing by Mrs. Quiet . 
Bitner· and daughters. Prayer offered by Bro. Bailey. 

A report of the Greenville Home for Children was 
given by Rev. Dunbar; also, an oral report of the Union 
Association of Free Will, Baptist given by Rev. Dunbar, 
including an ip.vitation ·to this association for a delegation 
when it will convene with the New Liberty Church, be­
ginning on Wednesday before the third Sunday in Au­
gust, 1951. The following volunteered as messengers: 
Rev. Mrs. Della Salyers, Rev. Mrs.· Ethel Robbins, Mrs. 
Jackie Culbertson, Rev. Mack Butler and E. J. Kilgore. 

1 

Corresponding messengers volunteered to the Clinch • 
Valley Association of Free Will Baptist which will con­
vene with the Valley Creek Church oh Friday before the 
second Sunday in August, 1951 as follows: Rev. V. B. 
Thacker and Mrs. Jackie Culbertson. 

Messengers volunteering to the John Thomas Associa­
tion of Free Will Baptist when convened with"the Pew~ 
thers Chapel Church beginning T,hursday before the sec­
ond Sunday in September, 1951 as follows: Rev. H. V. 
Johnston, Bro. E. J. Kilgore, Mrs. Gra.nt Eagon. · 

At this time bythe request of Rev._Paul Harry Miller, 
the Clerk of the Association, his resignation was accepted. 
Bro. Leslie Ketron w11s elected to fill 'this vacancy. 

The Association voted to pay from the treasury, $10.00 
to the Moderator, $20.00 to the Clerk, and to pay for the 
Minutes in full, and to. send $25.00 along with our letter 
to the Virginia State Association. 

Voted by the Association to have 1,000 minutes print­
ed-250 for Lee County Quarterly Conference, and 750 
for Wise County Quarterly Conference. 
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The Association then adjourned until Saturday, before 
the Third (3rd) Sunday in May, 1952, when it will con­
vene with the Mary's Chapel Church, Coeburn, Virginia. ,v e, the delegates of .the represented Associations, 
visiting brethren and sistersf do offer our sincere and 
heartfelt thariks to, the people of the Meades Chapel 
Church and community for their kind"'hospitality render-
ed us during our stay in your community. .0 • 

Respectfully submitted by the Southwest Virginia As-
sociation of Free Will Baptist. , 

Moderators=( Rev. S. M. McFalls 
1 , ··. Rev. Mack Butler 

· Clerk: Leslie G. Ketron ' · 

Lee County Quarterly Conference: 

Greetings to the Southwest Virginia Association of Free 
Will Baptist 'while in session with the Meades Chapel 
Church, Herald, Virginia. 

We have chosen all delegates from our last Quarterly 
· Conference as me!lsengers whom we pray you will receive 
to sit with you, and aid you in your Godly work .. Our 
standing is as follows : 

.. Number churches, io; membership, 426; received, 111; 
excluded and dismissed, 28; died, 2; ordained ministers, 
9 ; number Sunday Schools, 9; membership, 635; number 
yo)lth Leagues, 3; membership. 146.' 

Done by order of. the Lee , County Quarterly Confer­
ence of Free ,Will Baptist while in regular session this 

. the 2nd Day of April, 195L · 1 

Moderator: Rev. Judge Collier · 
Clerk: Mr. S. B. Culbertson, Woodway, Va. 

Wise County Quarterly Conference: 

Greetings : · 
To the Southwest Virginia Association of Free' Will 

Baptist when convened with the Meades Chapel Churcp., 
Herald, Virginia, May 18-19, 1951. We have chosen all 
delegates from 'our last conference as messengers.· These, 

. we pray, may sit with you and aid you in your Godly 
work. Our standing is as f.ollows: 

Number of churches to date, 32; dismissed, 1; dropped, 
1; received, 2 ; membership to date, 1J 731 ; received, 171; 
dismissed, 106; died, 15; total loss, 289; number' Sunday 
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\ 

Schools, 31; membership, 2,183; yoµths Leagues, 6; mem- · 
bership, 245; ordained ministers, 52; liccntees, 9; state. of 
religion, good. 

Done by order of the ,vise County Quarterly Confer­
ence while in regular session with the Stephens Chapel 
Church, Glamorgan, Vfrginia, April 7, 195L 

Moderators: Rev. Mack Fisher, Wise, Va. 
Rev. Carson Dotson, Glamorgan, Va. 

Clerks: Leslie G. Ketron, Herald, Va. ' I 

Jackie Culbertson, Coeburn, Va. 

\ ( 
REPORT OF THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA ASSOCIA­

, TION OF THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY- From 
i .. 

July, 1950 until Ap,ril, 1951 . - . ' 

~ 
',_ 0 t:/ ,5" c:, (l) 

~ .... c:, ~ 0 (l) .... 
O' s ,_. 
(l) 

~ O' 
(l) 
,-::f 

' . 
.Number Auxiliar1es ···········. 10 10 , 13 13 
Membership ························· 213 250 ,260 285 
Bible Chapters read ...... :·· ... 2,565 2,417 _ 4,295 '7,385 
Homes visited ...................... 210 178 -153 200. 
Hospital visits .................... 110 138 95 215 
Telephone calls .......... '. ......... 125 -li3 97 195 
Number tithers ...... ; .... : ........ . 11 15 25 ,48 
Papers & Magazines · given 56 . 62 · 43 195 
Garments given ............ : ...... 256 217 458 543 
Trays given i. ' 91 72 103 117 ························ J>rayer meeting attendance 175 .192 . 204 285 
Soul winning- efforts .... ;.:: .. 22 . 35 78 85 
Cards &', Letters ,mailed ...... 36,8 189 325 465 I 18 Suhscrihers to p'aper .......... . ' 16 18 19 

Given to Greenville Home for Children $454.23; Dis­
abled Ministers, $45.00; Superannuation, $75.00; Amount 
in Treasury April 13, 1951, $118.60 .. 

President, l\frs. Jackie Culbertson, Co'eburn 
' Treasurer, l\Irs. Mary Bates, Esserville 

Field, ·worker - Organizer, Mrs. Goldia Kiser, Herald 
j • 
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FOREIGN MISSION FUNDS 

. Contributions from- \ 
Oak Grove Free· Will Baptist Srinday School.. ........ $ 64.50 
Big Springs Free Will Baptist Sunday School .... ;... 80.00 
Bear Wallow Church ......... :. ............................... :......... 23.43 
Stallard Memorial Free Will Baptist Church .......... 18.51 
West Bristol Church ............ ; ....................... .-............... 28.40 
Wilson Chapel Church ................................................ · 22.98' 
Mary's Chapel' Church .................... ,........................... 17.96 
Anonymous ........ : ................................... :....................... 10.47 
Iva~ Reedy, Omaha, Virginia ............... : .................... ,20.00 

· Total ....................................................................... ;$286.25 

Disbursements: 
To Rev. Raymond Riggs, Treasurer Foreign 

Mjssion Fund, National Association of . , 
Free Will Baptist_:_ "· 

December ·20, 1950 ......... ; ....................... : ........ $136.25. ' 
June 20, 1951 .......... '. .................... .' .................... 150.00 

Balance ............................... ; ........................................ Zero 1 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. J. Kilgore, Treasurer 

PREFACE 

For well over two hundred years there has been a· 
Baptist people in the United States who preached and 
practiced "Freedom, of t~e will." A ·great many of these 
Baptist came from '\Vales and London to the Eastern part 
of the United States, in the, early settling of this country. 
Among the ea.rliest records available we find the name of 

'Paul Palmer who preached mid organized a church in . 
Perquims County, North Carolina in th.e year of 1727. 
This church was later lost to the Calvinistic Baptist. Not 
only this church was lost, but several others in the course 
of time were lost, but a sufficient number1kept the "Faith 
once delivered to the saints,'' that a, steady increase has 
prevailed throughout the years. 

Those who are called Free Will Baptist, in North 
Carolina were first called by this name by those who 
opposed the Doctrine. of '' Freedom of the '\Vill.'' The 
same thing was true in the north with Rev. Benjamin 
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Randall and his followers "whose church wa~ organized at 
New Durham, N. H. in the year of 1780. ·The name was 
later adopted by the believers in '' Salvation by Grace 
through faith" ,yho preached "Freedom of the ·will." 

Among these believers it was deemed wise to set forth 
certain outstanding, fundamental doctrines as believed by 
the denomination. In severalof the •states there ,vere 
booklets published setting ·forth the "Articles of Faith." 
Many of the Disciplines set forth had -different ways of 
doing things, while the fundamental doctrine was the 
i,ame in all. These Disciplines and the '' articles of faith'' 

' set forth the fact that "these were set forth for conveni­
ence'' with the solemn declaration "that "The Bible is 
Infallible,'' and in every instance it was plainly set forth 
that "We believe the whole Scriptures to be the word of 
'G d" ' 0 • . . . 

In the year 1935 at Cofer's Chape\ Nashville; Tenn. 
,a committee was elected. for the purpose of formulating, 
by way of revision, a Treatise out of ·the various Disci­
plines and former Treatise, to be used in Free ·wm Bap­
tist churches. This committee was composed of the follow­
ing ministers, namely: J. C. Griffin, Chairman, and Win: 
ford Davis, E. lB. Joyner

1 
J. S. Frederick, E .. E. Morris, 

W. B. Davenport, Millard :Vanhoose, C. B. Thompson, and 
Ralph Staten, with two laymen, M. L. Morris, and Hubert 
Post. This Committee worked for several hours and then 
reported. A motion was carried that the report be ac­
cepted. In the year of 1947, while the National Associa­
tion· was in session at Highland Park• F.W.B. Church_ in 
Detroit, Mich., a resolution was passed in which seven 
members of the General Board of the National Association 
and one member from each affiliated State Convention or 
Association was to meet and revise the Treatise and report 
at the next session of the National Association. This com­
mittee composed of the following ministers, namely: 
J. L. Welch; Chairman; R. B. Crawford, J.C. Griffin, J. "F. 
Miller, K. V. Shutes, F. S. Vanhoose; L.A. Holiday, I. W. 

, Yandall, M. L. Sutton, Ralph Staten, Harry Beatty, H. E. 
Willis, Floyd Cherry, R. N; Hinnant, Seldon Bullard, C.H. 
Curry and A. J. Lambert met at Cofer's Chapel in Nash­
ville, Tenn., in April and the revision was made and pre­
sented to the National Association in 'session in Poca­
hontas Free Will Baptist Church, Pocahontas, .Ark., July, 
1948, and was adopted. 
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BY-LAWS 

1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their absence, tlie 
senior minister in years shall call the Association into 
conference, and if a quorum is present the moderator, or. 
in his absence; the assistant moderator shall t1:J:ke charge; 
arid if neit_her of them is pre~ent, the senior minister in · 
years shall act as moderator. - 11 

1 
• 

'·2 .. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to enroll the dele- : . 
gates to the Association, who shall present themselves 
with proper evidence of their rights to seats therein, and· 
those enrolled by the Clerk'shall compose the Association. 
In case of questionable representation, however, the cases . 
under question ,shall be referred· to the 'credential· com- · 
mittee. 

3. It shall be the duty of every body belongi~g to this 
Association to send a letter to' every annual session of 
this Association, reporting in the same 'its spiritual con­
dition benevolent work, 1 and its statistics. Any body 
belonging to 'this As_sociation, which shall fail to report 
itself for two successive sessions, may be .dismissed from 
the Association by a two-thirds vote of all members pres-
ent. ·· · · ·· · · ' 

. 4. Eacli.m~eting ~hall be opened: by reading a portion 
· 'of the Bible and with prayer, and shall be closed with. 

prayer. · _ · · _ . 
5. By a two~thirds vot_e of all members present a 

ruling of the.moderator can be overruled. · · 
6. Thi§! AssociatJ011 may correspond· by messenger or. · 

' otherwise with other religious bodies. . ·. . , 
7. This Asso.ciation shall s_it .with open doors except 

when it shall go into ·a 'committee of the whole.' . . 
_8. Any person not a member of.this Association.may 

be allowed to take p~rt in its discussions by obtaining ·, 
permission from the moderator. 

9. It shall be the· duty of all the members of the 
Associatio.n to be present at the time a.ppointed for each 
meeting, and any one wishing to retire. shall first obtain, 
leave of the moderator. · 

10. No member sliall absent him'self from· the Associa­
tion durin~ its meetings without 'first obtaining permis-
sion from the moderator. , , -

11. No person shall be allowed to nominate more than 
one member of any committee, provided the person nom-
inated be elected. · · 
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12 ... The moderator shall not allow discussioris ,when 

:hot carried on in a Christian spirit or when he thinks it 
will .cause discord or division. -< 

13. Any one desiring to speak shall rise to his feet 
and address the moderator· by the appellation,' "Brother 
l\foderator," but shall.nqt speak further until recognized 
by the moderator. · · 

14. The "yeas" and "nays" may be counted on any 
question by request· of one-fifth ()f. the rµembers present. 

15. No member of this Association shall be allowed to ' 
speak more than ten minutes ncir twice on, the same sub­
ject without permission from the · moderator . 

. · 16. It shall be the duty of the moderator/to seat dele­
gates in a, body in a designated section. of the assembly 

' room at. the beginning of each business. session. 
· / 17. These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any 

regular or adjourned session of this Association by a two-
' thirds V<?te' of _the members present. ' ,.,-

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1, The Bible.· The Scriptures of. the Old and New 
Testaments ;were given by·· inspiration of God, and· are 

: our infallible rule of faith and practice. . 
2. God; Th.ere is-one living and true God, revealed in 

nature as the Creator, Perserver, and Righteous Governor 
,,, of·the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son, and 

· Holy 9'host, yet as one God, infinitely wise and· good, · 
whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, 
adore, and obey.· 

· 3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly .man. 
The mediator ·between God 'and man, once crucified, Re 
is now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Savior 
and Lord. · 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God. · 

5. The Government of God. God exercises a wise and 
'benevolent providence over all beings and all things by , 
maintaining the constitution and · laws of nature. He 
also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provid­
ed for, as the highest welfare of man requires. 

-15-



6. ,The Sinfulness of man. Man was created innocent, 
but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemna-. 
tion. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature of 
such tendencies that all who come to years of accounta­
bility sin, and become guilty before God. 

7. The Work of Christ. The Sori of God by His incar­
nation, life, suffering, death and resurrection effected for 
all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground pf salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation. The conditions of salvation 
are: 1. Repentanee or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty 
renunciation of it. 2: Faith or the unreserved committal 
of one's self to Christ as Saviour and Lord with purpose 
to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of· 
saving faith tlie soul is renew~d by the Holy Spirit, freed 
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. 
Continuance in faith and obedience until death. 

9. Election. God determined from the beginning to 
save all who should comply with the conditions of salva­
tion. Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

10. Freedom· of the Will. The human will is free and 
aelf-controlled, having power to yield to the influence of 
the truth · and the Spirit, or to resist them and perish. 

11. Salvation Free. God . desires the salvation of· all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, . 
and whosoever will may ·co.me and tak.e of the water of • 
life freely. . · 
· 12. Perseverance. All believers in Christ, ,~ho through · 
grace persevere in holiness to the end of life, have promise 

.of eternal salvation. , · . 
13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTISM, or the · immersion 

of believers in water, and the LORD'S SUPPER, are 
ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel; FEET 
"\V ASHING an ordinance teaching- humility, of universal 
obligation, and to be ministered to all true believers. 

14. Tithing. God commanded tithes and offerings in 
the Old Testament; Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gos­
pel (Matt. 23 :23), and; the apostle Paul said; "Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store as God hath prospered him." (I Cor. 16 :2). 

15. The Christian Sabbath;, The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set -apart from secular emRloy-· 
ments and amusements, for rest, worship, holy works and 
activities, and for personal communion with God. 
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16. Resurrection, Judgment and Final Retribution. 
The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men at the 
last day. They that have done . good will come forth to 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked will 
'' go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.'' 

-17-
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Having· given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God 
in this solemn· covenaii.t. · · · 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all 
things, to avoid all appearance o{ evil, to abstain from 
all sinful amusements and. unholy conformity .to the 
world, from all sanction of the· use and sale of intoxicating 

· beverages, and to :'provide things honest in the sight of 
all men." 

We agree f~ithfully to discharge our obligations i~. 
re~erence to the study of. the. Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family devo'tions, and. social worship; and by self-denial, 
faith, and good works endeavor to "grow in· grace and 
the kP,owledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

We will not forsak~ the assembling of ourselves to- . , 
gether for church conferences; public ,vorshfp, and the 
observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, n9r fail to 
pay according to our ability for the stlpport of the. church, 
of its poor, and all its benevolent work .. 

/ 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproo~ 
with meekness, and to watch over one another.in love,. 
endeavoring to "keep .the unity .of the Spirit",.•in the 
bonds of· peace, to be careful of, one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek. to str.engthen: ,the :weak, en~ 
courage' the afflicted, adn~onish the erring, and as• :far ·as 
we are ~ble promote the success of the church and of the 

. Gospel: \ , , 

We ,\,m every,vhere hold Christian principle sacred 
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count­
ing it our chie..f business in life to extend: the influence of 
Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling that the 
Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth · 
as it is in: heaven. · · 
1 To this end we, ·agree to labor, for the promotion of · 

educational and. denominational. enterprise,s, the ·support 
of l\1issions, the success of. Sunday schools, and evange~ 
listic efforts for the salvation of the \Yorld. · And may the 
God of peace sanctify us ,w liolly; and preserve us blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. · · • 
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