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ENROLLMENT 

· Ministers 
l\Irs. Delia, Salyers, James Rose, R. N. Begley,_ C. L. 
Kilgore, IL· V. Johnston, Mack Butler, Mack Fisher, 

,. Gill us Francus, Alvie Dingus, Jake Welch, · George 
Dunbar, Walter, Glover,_ W. B. Galloway, Beecher :N. 
Powers, Cova,Robinette, L. J. 1\fcConeU, Janies Ramey; 
George Collins, James '\Vest, Charlie Mi:1llins,✓ Roy 
Kilgore, J. '\V. Brannon, ·w. A. Hales,\ J. M. Collier, 
Hob,ert Addington; Ray Gardetjer, P. H. Miller,' R. L. 
Cowden, Enoch Rose. . · 

·Deacons 
E. J. Kilgore, Hardin Brewer, A. J. Philiair, . W. A. 
Dail, Clyde Kiser, · Garfield Taylor. , 

Corresponding .Messengers-John Thomas' Associa:tion· , i 
'··· Ruy Johnson \ Albert Dingus · Llo:y-d Hillman 

Delegates · • 
Joyce Kilgore, Ruth Hillman, Maggie Daughtry, H. V .. 
Johnsto1i, Blaneh ,Estept, Lily Taylor, Minnie Ketron, 
Emory 'l'aylor, Willie Cox; Mrs. John Vandiver, Lonza 
Hays, Ruby,. Hays, Amos Sanders, Ruby 'Hammons; 
l\Iarion Poehodzay, · ,W. H: Dail, A. J. Filyaw, J. S. 
Overman, Mrs. J, ,S. Overman, l\frs·. W. A. Hales.' 
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1 The Sixteenth A11nual Sessio11 _ of, the Southwest , 
. Virginia ,Association ·of Free ;will Baptist met with the·: 
Mary's Chapel Chur~h, Coeburp.,·Virginia, l\1ay 17, 1952.' 

The Association was .. called to order by Clerk Leslie 
Ketron reading for lesson James 4 :1-2, after which Rev. 
Walter Glover offered a very able and touching prayer, 
and work began as follows. The enrollment ,o~ correspond-

. ing messengers, ministers, deacons, and delegates. Rev. 
l\Iack Butler was elected Moderator and Rev. Mack Fisher'. 
the Assistant. Moderator. The Moderator 'was given pow­
er to appoint a-pulpit supply committ~e which consisted. 
of Rev. C. L. Kilgore, Jack Adkins, arid Mrs. Minnie 
Ketron. , · 
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The Moderator then called for 11e,v bodies wishing to 
. unite with this· association. A letter of status petitioning 

~· membership was read from the 'l'idewater Quarterly Con­
ference, which was heartily received by this body. The 
right hand of fellowship was given to the delegates who 
were invited to sit in the Godly deliberations. Their 
statistical report being incomplete, the association ex- ' 
tended ample time to mail this to the Clerk who was 
instructed to print same· in minutes. 

Corresponding messengers with reports were called 
for. A letter from the John Thomas Association was read. 
and received with its delegates, Ray Johnsori, Lloyd.Hill-.· · 
man and Albert Dingus. . . . . 

Letters from Wise and Lee ·County Quarterly Con­
ferences were read and received with their delegates. 
These will appear elsewhere in minutes. . 

The Pulpit Committee announced that :Rev.• W. A. 
Hales of· Norfolk; Virginia, would bring the message at 
the eleven o'clock hour. The Association then adjourned 

. :until 1 :30. \ · 

11:00 ,_,, 
Opening song by congregation, "Power in the Blood." • 

. A ve"ry able prayer· was offered· by Rev. Cova Robinette, 
after which Rev .. Hales read for lesson Exodus 14 :1-14, 
using for a text.'' Moving Forward," from ,vhich through 
the anointing of God, he delivered a verytimely message 
• w•hich was enjoyed by. all. · · 

1:30 
Opening song by the Herald Quartet, "Heaven:" The 

Clerk read for lesson Mark 11 :22-23. Rev.~Jake Welch 
offered an able prayer, then work resumed-as follows. The 
Moderator announced and introduced Mr. and.Mrs. I. L. 
Stanley, who were given the first part·of the service. Mr. 
Stanley, who is superintendent of the Greenville Home 
for Children, gave an oral report of this phase of the 
vrnrk which was enjoyed by all. An ,offering for this 
cause was received to the· amount· of $66.00. 

An oral report of the Union Association was received 
from Rev. George Dunbar who .gave a hearty invitation 
to attend this association, after which the following 
brethren volunteered as messengers: Rev .. Maek Butler, 
Rev. Gillus Francus, Rev. Paul Harry Miller and Mr. 
E. J. Kilgore. 

At this time the question of, eontributfoµs was dis-
- 3 - . 



I 
cussed. Rev. '\V. A. Hales of Norfolk offered the sugges­
tion that eaeh church in the association ear mark their 
funds and send them with their church· letters to the 
quarterly conference treasurer: then each quarterly con- , 

· ference treasurer would send them to the yearly,·. the 
. yearly would send them on to the state, the state in turn · 
would distribute them as marked. Thu~ •each church, 
quarterly, yearly and state would receive credit due.· By 
vote of the Association it was agreed that a~ letter be 
drafted to this effect and mailed to all pastors·:for their 
co.nsideration. . 1 

· · · 

Messengers were at this time chosen to the respective 
associations as follows: 

· John Thomas Association Thursday, Friday and Sat­
urday before the Second Sunday in September; 1952, at 

1 
Drill's Chapel, Drill, Virginia, Rev. Ray .Gardener, Mr. 
E. J. Kilgore and Rev. G,illus Franeus. 

'l'o the Clinch Valley Association the Streight Hollow 
Churcl1 in Dante, l\Ir. E. J. Kilgore. 

Rev. l\Iack Butler was elected Moderator for the next 
year, and Rev. Vf. ,A. Hales the ·Assistant Moderator. 

The Association voted to• have 1,200 minutes printed: 
· • 800 for Wisc County, 200 for Lee County, and 200 for the 

Tidewater Quarterly Conference. · 
· At this time the l\Iinisters' reports were. heard read. 
All received and issued cards of good standing. ' . / . 

. . The Association, voted from the treasury $25.00 to the · 
State Association, $25.00 for the· preparation· of manu­
script for minutes, $10.00 for Moderator, and sufficient ' 
money for printing minutes, postage, etc. 

The Association then adjourned until Saturday before 
the 'I'hird Sunday in l\Iay, 1953, when it will convene 
with the Fairmount Park Church, corner Argonne and . 

. Pershing Aves., Norfolk, Virginia. _ ·. 
· '\Ve, the delegat~s of the represented associations, 

visiting brethren-and sisters, ,do offer our 'sinc:ere and 
hea:1#elt thanks to the.people of Mary's Chapel Church 
and comrnu:riity for their kind hospitality rendered us 

\ 

during our stay in your community. ., · 
Respectfully submitted by the Southwest Virginia As­

sociation of Free Will Baptist. 
Moderators: Rev. Mack 'B!,ltler 

Rev. l\Iack Fisher 
~ Clerk: Leslie G. Ketron 
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_ Wise County Quarterly Conferenqe: 

Greetings: 

To the Southwqst Virginia Association of Free Wm 
Baptist while in regular session. with the Mary's IChapel 
Church, Coeburn, Virginia, l\Iay 17, 1952. 
_ We have chosen all delegates from our last conference 
as messe11gers. These we pray may sit with you i_n your 
Godly wo~k., Our standing is as follows: · 

Number of churches, 31; membership, 1,671; number 
o{ Sunday Schools, 30; membership, 2,294; · state of re­
ligion, good; number of prayer meetings, 24; number 
youth leagues; 3; ordained mili.isters, 57; liccntees, 11; 
membership clccease·d, 1G; minute fund enclosed, $167.00. 

Done by order of the ,vise County Quarterly Confer­
ence of Free Will Baptist while in regular session· with 
the Davis Chtipel Church, Ramsey, Va., April 12,- 1952; 

I. 'Moderators: Rev. l\Iack B?tler 
1. Rev. Mack F1sher 
Clerks: Lesli~ ·G. Ketron 

, Jackie Culbertson 

Lee County Quarterly Conference: 

Greetings : · · . 

- To the Southwest Virginia Association of Free Will 
Baptist when c_onvencd with the_ Mary's Chapel Church, 
Coeburn, Virginia, l\fay 17, 1952. · 

\Ve have chosen all delegates from our last conference 
as messengers. These; We pray may sit with you in your 

, Godly work. Our standing- is as follows: . 
. Number of churches,. 9; membership, 390; received 

this year, 59; _ dismissed, 54; deceased, 4; number of 
Sunday Schools, 9; membership, 385; youth leagues, 5; -
\membership, 125; ordained ministers, 6; minute fund en-
closed, $39.00. · 

·_ Done by order of the _Lee Cohnty Quart~rly Confer­
ence of Free Will Baptist this the 5th day of April, 1952. 

Moderator: Rev. S. B. Culbertson, Woodway, Va. 
Clerk: Aldo Payne, ·woodway, Va.· · 

-5-
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Tidewater Quarterly Conference: 
' , \ 

Greetings: 

'fo the Southwest Virginia Association of Free Will 
· ··Baptist when convened with the Mary's, Chapel Church, 

Coeburn, Virginia, May.17, · 1952. -

'\Ve, the Tidewater Quarterly Conference of Free Will · 
Baptist, do petition this honorable body for membership, 
and prai the following delegates may sit with you in 
your Godly work: Bro .. H. W. Dail, -Bro. A. J. Filyaw, · 
Bro. and Sis. J. S: Overman and Sis. W. A. Hales: · 

Our. standing is as follows: Numberof churches, 4; . 
· membership, 768; number of Smiday Schools, 4; mem­

bership, 562; ordB;ined ministers, 5; number of youth 
leagues, 3; membership; 204; memb.ership received, 109; 
dismissed, 12; licentees, 1. List of churches: Fairmount . 
Park Church, · Norfolk, ·va.; First; Free· Will Baptist 
Church, Little Creek, Va.; First:Free Will Baptist Church, ... 
New /Port News, Va.; First Free _Will Baptist Church, 

· Richmond, Va. · · , 1 
• , 

• t • -

· Done by order. of the Tide,vater Quarterly. Conference. 
, of Free Will Baptist ·while in regular .session March 29, 
. 1952. . . ', 

. ' . 
Moderator:· Rev. Vv .. A. Hales,' Norfolk, Va. 

Clerk (outgoing): E. H. Overman, Norfolk 
· ' · 1073W '48th Street · 

Clerk (incoming):' M.-E. Howard, Norfolk 
1 . . 129 Remake .Street 

. \ 

Treasurer's Report-Southwest _Virginia Association: 

· Balance from 1951 : .......... : ................ ; .... ; ... '. .... ' .. $121.10 
Wise County Quarterly Conference ..... ; ....... ·167.10 
Lee County Quarterly Conference . ...... :......... 39.00 

-Total receipts ........ : ..... ,: .. : .... : .............. :..... $327.20 • 
' • < • ' , 

Rev. Mack Butler, 'Moderator ....... : ..... ; .......... · 10.00 
Leslie Ketro.n for manuscript ....... ;................ 25.00 · 
Postage, supplies .;; ........... ; ......................... :...... '3.50. 

Expenditures ............ : ........ : ..... '. ...... :.......... . . 63.50 
. Balance in Treasury ... ;.'. ....................... , ..... , ....... .,, ...... '..$263.70 

; Respectfully suomitted, . 

Mr. E. J. Kilgore, Treasurer 
.,.-6-
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P ·REFACE 
, 

For well over two hundred years there bas been a. 
Baptist people in the United States who preached, and 
practiced '' J;-,recdom of the 'Will.'' A great many of these 
Baptist came from "\Vales and London to the Eastern part 

. of the United States, in the early settling of this Muntry. 
, A:rriong the earliest records available' we find the name· of 

Paul. Palmer ''l'.ho preached and organizeq a, church in , 
Perquims County, Nortli Carolina in the year of 1727. 

'This church was later lost to the Calvinistic Baptist. Not 
only this church was lost, but several others in the course 
of time were lost, but a sufficient number kept the '' Faith 
once delivered to the saints, "'that a steady increase has 
prevailed throughout the years .. 

T~ose who are called Free Will Baptist, in North 
Carolma were first called by this name by those who 

· opposed the Doctrine of "Freedom of the Will." The, 
same thing was true in the north with Rev. Benjamin 
,Randall and his followers whose church was o~ganized at 
New Durham, N.H. in the year of 1780. 'l'be name was 
later adopted by the· believers in "Salvation by Grace 
through Faith" who preached "Freedom of the Will." 

Among thes{}. believers it was deemed wise to set;forth -' 
certain outstanding, fundamental doctrines as believed by 
the denominntion. In several of the states there were , 
booklets· published setting· forth the '' Article~ of Faith.'' 
Many of the Disciplines set forth had different ways of ' 
doing things, while the fundamental doctrine was the 
same in all. These Disciplines and the "articles ·of faith" 
set forth the fact that "these were'set forth for conveni-' 
ence" with the solemn declaration that '' The Bible jg 

, infallible, 1' and in every instance it was plainly set forth 
· that "We believe the whole Scriptures to be ·the word of 1 

God.'' 
In' the year 1935 at Cofer 's Chapel, Nashville, Tennes-

. see,' a committee was elected for'\he· purpose of formulat­
ing, by way of revision, a' Treatise out of the various Dis­
ciplines and f9rmer Treatise, to be used in Free• Will Bap­
tist churches. 'This committee was composed of the follow­
ing ministers, namely: J. C. Griffin, chairman, and "\Vin­
ford Davis, E. B. ,Joyner, J. S. Frederick, E. E., Morris, 
W. B. Davenport, Millard Vanhoose, C. B. Thompson, and 
Ralph Staten, ,vith two laymen, l\:I. L. Morris and Hubert 
Post. This Committee worked for sever'al hours and then 
reported. A motion was carried that the report be accept- · 
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ed. In the year of 1947, while the National Association 
was in session at Highland Park F.W.B: Church in De­
troit, Michigan, a resolution was passed in which seven 

· 'members ofthe General Board of the National Association 
and one member from each affiliated State Convention or 
Association,was to meet and revise the Treatise and report 
at the next session of the National Association; This com­
mittee composed of the following ministers, namely: J. L. 

, Welch, chairman;, R. B. Qrawford, J .. C. Griffin, ,T. 'F. 
Miller, IL V. Shutes, F. S .. Vanhoose, L.A. Holiday, I.,W. 

· Yandall, l\L L. Sutton, Ralph Staten, Harry Beatty, H. E. r 
Willis, F.loyd Cherry, R. N. Hinnant, Seldon Bullard, C. 
H. Curry and A. J. Lambert met at Gofer's Chapel in 
Nashville, Tennessee, in April and the revision was made 
and presented .to the National Association in session in 
Pocahontas Free Will Baptist Church, Pocahontas, Ar­
kansas, July, 1948; and was adopted. 

BY-LAWS 

1. The clerk or assistant clerk, tr in their absence, the 
senior minister in years shall call the Association into 
conference, and if a quorum is present the moderator, or 

· in his absence, the· assistant moderator shall take charge;, 
and rn neither of them is. present, the senior minister in 
years shall act as moderator. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to enr.oll the dele­
gates to the Association, who shall present themselves 
with proper evidence of their rights to seats therei:n, and 
those enrolled by the Clerk shall compose the Association. 

• In case of questionable representation, however, the cases 
, under. question shall be referred to the creaential com­

mittee. 
3. It shall be the duty of every body belonging to this 

Association to send a letter to every annual session of , 
this' Association, reporting in the same its spiritual con- · 
dition, benevolent work, and its statistics. Any body be­
longing to this Association, which shall fail to report it­
self for two successive sessions, may be dismissed from the 
Association by a two-thirds vote of all members present. 
· 4. Each 'meeting shall be opened by reading a portion 
of the Bible and with prayer, and shall be closed with 
prayer.' 

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present a rul-. 
ing of the moderator can be overru\ed. 
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. 6. This Association ·may correspond by messenger or 
. otherwise with other religious bodies. · · · 

, ... : ,,_ . " 

7; 'fhis Association shall sit with open doors except 
. when it shall go into a committee of the whole. · 

8. Any person not a member of-this Association may 
be allowed to take part in its discussions by obtaining_ 

· permission from the moderator. · · 

· 9. It shall be the duty of ail the members of. the Assoc~. 
iation to be prese·nt at the time appointed for each meet ... 
ing, and any one ,vishing to retire shall first obtain leave 
of the moderator. , . · · · 

10. No member shall absent himself from the Associa~ . 
tiou during its. meetings without first obtaining permis~ . 
sion from the moderator. ' · · 

11. No person shall be allowed to nominate more than · 
one :niember of .any committee; provided the person nom- -
inated be elected. · · · · 

12: The moderator shaUlnot allow discussions ,when. 
not carried 01~ in a, Christian spirit or when h~ thinks it 
will cause discord or division. . . 

13. Any·one ,desiring to speak shall rise to l~is feet 
a.nd address the _ri1oderafor by the appellation, "Brother_\.:_ 
Moderator," but shall riot speak further uritil recognized 
by the moderator. ·· · 

: ,. .. 

14. 'l'he "yeas" and· "nays" may ,be count~d on any 
question by req-qest of' one-fifth of -the members preserit; • 

15. No ·member of this Association shall be allow~d to 
speak more than ten· minutes nor twice on the same sub- .. 
ject without perjnission from the moderator. _ 

. ·16. It shall be the duty of the moderator to,,seat dele-
gates in a body in a· designated section of the assembly . 
room at the beginning of each business_ session. 

17.,'rhese By~Laws may be altered or amended at any 
regular or adjourned session of this Association' by a•two-
thirds v,ote of the members present., . 

; . 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

· --. 1. The Bible. The Scriptures.'of the Old1and New' Test- · 
aments were given by inspiration of God, and are our 
~.allible rule of faith and practice. 

2. Goel. There is one living and true God, revealed in 
nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor 
of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, yet as one. God, infinitely· wise and good, 
whom all intelligent creatures .are supremely to love, 
adore, and obey. 

·3 .. Christ. Christ is God manifest iri the flesh; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature· truly man .. 
The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is 
now risen and glorified, anµ "is our ever present Saviour 
and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
· Spirit ;ill the attributes of God. ' · 

5. The Government of God. God exercises a wise and 
benevol~nt providence over all beings and. all things by 
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also 
performs special acts of grace, .not otherwise provided 

\(or, as the highest welfare of man requires. .
1 

6. The Sinfulness of man. l\Ian was created innocent, 
brit by disobedience fell into .a state of sin and condemna­
tion. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature of 
such tendencies that all who come to years of accounta-• 

· bility sin,· and become guilty before God. • 
7. The Work of Christ. The Son of God by His incar~. 

nation, life, suffering, death and resurrection effected for 
all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground of salvation-by faith.. . · , . 

8. The·Terms of Salvation. The conditions of salvation 
are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and-hearty 

··renunciation of it.· 2. Faith or the unreserved committal 
of,onc's self to Christ as Saviour and Lordwith purpose 
fo love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of 
saving faith .the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed 
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. 
Continuance in faith and obedience until death. 

9. Election. God determined from the l,Jeginning to 
save all ,vho should comply with the conditions 0£ salva­
tion. Hence by faith in. Christ men b~come His elect. 
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10. Freedom of the Will .. The human will is free and · 
self-controlled, having power to yield to the influence of · / 

·, the. truth and' the Sp_irit, or to rei?i~t them and perish; 

' 11, Salvation-Free. God desires the salvation of all, , 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, " 
and whosoever ,vill may come and take of the ,vater of 
life freely. · · 

12. Perseverance. .All believers -in Christ; who through 
grace persevere in holiiiess to the end of life, have promise 
.of eternal salvation. · 

13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism, or the immersion of 
believers in water, and the Lord's Supper are ordinances 
to be perpetuated under the Gospel; Feet Washing, an 
ordinance teaching humility, of universal obligation, and 
to be ministered' to all true believers. 

14. Tithing. God commanded tithes and offerings in 1 

the Old Testament; Jesus Christ indorse9- it in the Gos- , 
pel (Matt. 23 :23), and the .Apostle Paul said, "Upon the 
first day of the week let every' o'ne of you lay by him in 
store .as God hath prospered him." (I Cor. 16 :2). 

· 15 .. The Christian Sabbath. Tlie divine .law requires 
that one day in seven be set apart "from secular employ­
ments and amusements, for rest, ,vorship, holy works and 
activities, and for personal communion with God'. 

16. Resurrection, Judgment and Final Retribution. The 
Scriptures teach .the resurrectio.n of all men at the last 
-day. They that have done good will come forth to the, 
resm;ection of life, and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection• .. of damnation; then the wicked wlll '' go: 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.'~ . . 

/ 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God,as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God 
in this solemn covenant. 

· We promise b; His ~race to love ancl' obey Him in all 
things, to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from 
all sinful amusements and unholy conformity i'o the 

, world, from ap ·sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and to "provid~ things honest in the sight of 
all men.'' 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family devotions, and shcial worship; and by self-denial, 
faith, and good works endeavor to "grow in grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

. ,v C will not. forsake the. assembling of ourselves_ to­
gether for church ,conferences; public worship, and the 
observance of the 'ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to 
pay according to our ability for the support of the church, 
of its poor;/and all its benevolent ,vork. 

·we agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof " 
with meekness,· and to watch over one another in· love,· 
endeavoring to ''keep the unity of the Spirit" in the 
bonds of peace, to be. careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek to strengthen tli'e weak, encour- . 

· a·,e the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we 
are ~ble promote the. success . o:t; the church and of the 
Gospel. · · 

·we will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred 
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count­
ing it our chief busin_ess in _life to ~xtend the influence of 
Chr~st in society; constantly praying and toiling that the 
ICngdc.m of God may come; and His will be dcine on earth, 
as it is in heaven. 1 

. · To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
of l\Lssions, the success of Sunday schools, and evange­
listI•c efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame-

. less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Chris. 
'-17 -




