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ENROLLMENT

Mm1sters |
Mrs. Delia Salyers, James Rose,” R. N. Begley,. C. L
Kilgore, H. V. Johnston,. Mack Butler, Mack- Fisher,
Gillus Francus, = Alvie Dlngus Jake Weleh, - George

Dunbar, Walter- Glover, __W. B. Galloway, Beecher N...

Powers, Cova.Robinette, L.J. McConell, Janies Ramey,
George Collins, James West, Charlie Mulhns Roy

Kilgore, J. \V Brannon, W. A. Hales,! M. Colher,

Hobert Addington, Ray Gardener P. H. Mlller R. L
Cowden Enoch Rose

i
\

‘Deacons

E. J. Kilgore, Hardin Brewer, A. J. Plullalr \V A
Dail, Clyde Kiser, " Garfield Taylor ) .

Correspondmg Messengers—J ohn Thomas A.ssocw;tmn
Ray J ohnson . Albert Dingus Lloyd Hlllman

Delegates .
Joyce Kllgore, Ruth Hillman, Maggie Daughtry, H V

Johnston, Blanch Estept, Llly Taylor,” Minnie Ketron,‘

Emory 'laylor Willie Cox, Mrs. John Vandiver, Lonza

Hays, Ruby. Hays, Amos Sanders, Ruby‘Hammons‘

Marion Pochodzay, . W. H: Dail, A. J. Filyaw, . J. S
Overman, - Mrs. J. S. Overman ~Mrs. W. A, Hales.

PROCEED]NGS '
9100

" The Slxteenth Annual Session _of - the Southwest
Virginia Association of Free Will Baptist met with the
Mary’s ‘Chapel Church, Coeburn, Virginia, May 17, 1952.

The -Association was called to order by Clerk Leslie
Ketron reading for lesson James 4:1- 2, after which Rev.
Walter Glover offered a very able and touching prayer,
and work began as follows. The enrollment.of correspond-
ing messengers, ministers, deacons, and delegates.” Rev.
\Iael\ Butler was elected Moderator and Rev. Mack Fisher,
the Assistant. Moderator. The Moderator was given poiw-
er to appoint g~ pulpit supply committee which consisted
of Rev. C. L. K1lrrore, Jaek Adklns and Mrs Mmme
Ketron.
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- The Moderator then called for new bodies wishing to
_unite with this'association. A letter of status petitioning
membership was read from the Tidewater Quarterly Con-
ference, which was heartily received by this body. The
right hand . of fellowship was given to the delegates who
were invited to sit in the Godly deliberations. Their
statistical report being incomplete, the association: ex-

tended ample time to mall this to the Clerk who was o

instructed to print same in minutes.-
- Corresponding messengers with 1eports were -called
for. A letter from the John Thomas Association was read

" and received with its delegates, Ray Johnson, Lloyd Hlll-«‘ ‘

man and Albert Dingus. - :
* Letters from Wlse and Lee - County Quarterly Con-
. ferences were read and received with their delegates
These will appear elsewhere in minutes, - :
The Pulpit Committee announced that Rev.- W A.
Hales of Norfolk, Virginia, would bring the message at -
the eleven o clock hour The Assoclatlon then adJoumed ,

T e e |
Openmg song by . congregation, “Power in the Blood "ty
‘A very able prayer was offeréd by ‘Rev. Cova Robinette,

s after which Rev. Hales read for: lesson Exodus 14:1-14,

" using for a text.*‘Moving Forward,”’ from which through
“the anointing of God, he dehvered a very tlmely message ]
i »Whlch was enJoyed by all -

+ s - \‘ v

: . 11:30 SRR _
. Opemng song by the Herald Quartet, “Heaven 2 The_
Clerk read for lesson Mark. 11:22-23.  Rev. Jake Welch
offered an able prayer, then work resumed-as follows. The
Moderator announced and introduced Mr. and Mrs. L. L.

"+ Stanley, who were given the first part-of the service. Mr.

Stanley, who is superintendent of the Greenville Home
for Children, gave an oral report of this phase of the -

work which was enjoyed by all. An .offering for thls

cause was received to the amount of $66.00. - ,
An oral report of the Union Association was recelved -
from Rev. George Dunbar who gave a hearty invitation
to attend this association, after which the following
brethren volunteered as messengers: Rev.-Mack Butler,
Rev. Gillus Franecus, Rev. Paul Harry Mlller and Mr.
E. J. Kilgore.
At this time the questlon of: contrlbunons ‘was dls-
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tion that each church in the association ear mark their

would distribute them as marked. Thus +each chureh,

quarterly, yearly and state would receive credit due.- By '
- vote of the Association it was agreed that a letter be

drafted to this effect and malled to all pastors for their
consideration. . \

Messengers were at this time ehosen to the respective

associations as follows:
John Thomas Association Thursday, Frlda}/ and Sat-

urday before the Second Sunday in September; 1952, at :

Drill’s Chapel, Drill, Virginia, Rev. Ray Gardener, Mr.
E. J. Kilgore and Rev. Gillus Francus.

To the Clinch Valley Association the Strelght Hollow
Church in Dante, Mr. E. J. Kilgore,

Rev, Mack Butler was elected Moderator for the next
year, and Rev. W. A. Hales the Assistant Moderator.

. The Assbeiation voted to have 1,200 minutes printed :

" 800 for Wise County, 200 for Lee County, and 200 for the
Tidewater Quarterly Conference. - ' : -

At this time the Ministers’ reports were. heald read:

AH received and issued cards of good standxnrr ’

The Association, voted from the treasury $25 00 to the

State Association, $25.00 for the preparation:of manu-

seript for minutes, $10.00 for Moderator, and sufficient '~ .

money for.printing-minutes,' postage, ete.

The Associdtion then adjourned until Saturday before-
"the Third Sunday in May, 1953, when it will convene

“cussed. Rev. W. A. Hales of Norfolk offered the sugges- -

. funds and send them with their church letters to the -
quarterly conference treasurer: then each quarterly con-
‘ference treasurer would send them to the yearly, the
.yearly would send them on to the state, the state in turn -

'y

with the Fairmount Park Church corner Argonne and_

. Pershing Aves., Norfolk, Virginia.. - /

We, the delegates of the 1epresented assoclatlons,

visiting brethren-and. sisters,.do offer our ‘sincere and - .
hea.tfelt thanks to the. people of Mary s Chapel Church .
and’ community for their kind hospitality rendered us:
“during our stay in your community.

Respectfully submitted by the Southwest Vlrgmla As-
sociation of Free Will Baptist.

v Pev Mack ‘Butler

S Rev. Mack Fisher

¢ Clerk: Leslie G. Ketron Lo

P4
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. Wise County Quarterly Conference:

Greetlnn's

To the Southwe{st Virginia Assocratlon of Free Will
Baptist while in regular session, with the Mary ] Chapel
Church, Coeburn, Virginia, May 17, 1952.

We have chosen all delegates from our last conference
.as messengers. These we pray may: sit with you in your
Godly Work » Our standlng is as follows: ‘

Number of churches, 31 membership, 1,671; number

. of Sunday Schools, 30; membershlp, 2,294 ; ‘state of re-
ligion, good;- number of prayer meetmfrs 24; number
youth leagues; 8; ordained ministers, 57; hcentees 11; .
membershlp deceased 16; minute fund enclosed $167 00. :

.Dohe by order-of the Wise County Quarterly Confer-

ence of Free }Vlll Baptist while in regular session with
the Davis Chapel Chureh, Ramsey, Va April 12, 1952.

Rev. Mack Butler

Rev. Mack Fisher

. ‘ : ’ Leslie-G. Ketron
R e ' Clerks Jackie Culbertson

| 1 an ' . Moderators

* Lee.County Quarterly Conference: '
(Greetings:

To the Southwest Vlrglnia Association of Free Will ll
Baptlst when convened with the Mary’s Chapel Church
Coeburn, Virginia, May. 17, 1952.

‘We have chosen all delegates from our last conference
as messengers. ' These, we pray may sit with you in your
. Godly work. - Our standing is as follows:

~.  'Number of churches,”9; membership, 390; recelvcd
this year, 59; dlSmlSSGd 54; deceased, 4; number of
Sunday Schools 9; membershlp, 385; youth leagues, 5;-
‘membership, 125 ordained ministers, 6 minute fund en-
closed, $39.00.

-Done by order of the Lee County Quarterly Confer-
ence of Free Will Baptist this the 5th day of April, 1952.

Moderator: Rev. S. B. Culbertson, Woodway, Va.
Clerk: Aldo Payne WVoodway, Va.
. | 5




. ";TJ.dewuter Quarterly Conference

;"’Greetmgs LA

To. the Southwest Vlrglma Assocmtlon of I‘ree Wlll '

o - Baptist when convened with the Mary’s. Chapel Church :

. JCoeburn Virginia, May. 117, 1952.

+ 7 We, the Tidewater Quarterly Conferenee of Free W111,] R
Y Baptlst do ‘petition this honorable body for- membelshlp, B

- and pray the following delegates may sit- withyou in

" your Godly work: Bro. H. W. Dail, Bro. A. J. Fﬂyﬂl“’,: ,‘

Bro. and Sis, J. S/ Overman and Sis: VV A. Hales.

S Our standmg is as follows: Number of churchés 4;" o
" membership, 768; number of Suniday Schools, 4; mem- -

bership, 5627 ordamed ministers,  5; number of youth
leagues, 3; membershlp, 204; membgrship received, 109;

dlsmxssed 12 licentees, 1. List of churches: Falrmount;)‘?” i
“ Park Church Norfolk “Va.; - First Free Will Baptist

Chureh, Little Creek, Va.; ; First.Free Will Baptist Church,

- New /POlt News Va Flrst Flee Wlll Baptlst (‘hulch
- “Richmond, Va. -

. ‘Done by order of the Tldewater Quarterly Conference! o
s of Free W111 Baptlst Whlle 1n regular session March 29, -

: 1902 NG

, S Moderator Rev W A. Hales Norfolk Va
el Clerk (outﬂomo) D H. Overman, Norfolk: -

. 1073W 48th Street*

Clerk (mcommg) M D Howard, Norfolk .
L S 129 Ronake Street;

‘Trea.surer s Report——Southwest V1rg'1ma. Assocmtlon. s R

"Balance from 1951 ciiinnnooionn ieresiearennines ..$121. 10
‘Wise County Quartérly Conference ........’167.10 " . -
Lee:County Quarterly ¢ Conference 39.00 AR O R
: Total TECEIPES  wovvmremrrmmmsbirvepmnrtsmssnsssnenilitennse $327 20~ e
 Rev. Mack Butler, Moderator 10 00 L _’
. ‘Leslie Ketron for manuscrlpt v 225,00 ;
Postage; supplies .. B 350 SR S
: Expenditures -. ~ 63.50

’ -’;Balance N TICASUTY evivvessrsssissnsisssrstssss s ........ $263 70

Respectfully submltted

(e

>

Mr E J Kllg‘ore Treasurerv Ay
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PREFAGE,Q‘

For well over two hundred years there has been a

Baptist people in the United States who preached. and

practiced ‘‘Freedom of the Will.’> A great many of these
- Baptist came from Wales and London to the Eastern part -

Paul. Palmer 'who preached and orvanlzed a church in
_Perquims . County, Nortli Carolina in the year of 1727.

“This church was later lost to the Calvinistic Baptlst Not -

only this church was lost, but several others in the course

of time were lost, but a sufficient number kept the. “Faith’
“-once delivered to the saints,”’ that a- steady merease has -~

- prevailed throughout the years..

Those who are called Free Will Baptlst ‘in North

Carolina were first called by this name. by those who

.opposed the Doctrine of ‘‘Freedom: of the Will.”’ The,
same thing was true in the north with Rev Benjamin -
Randall and his followers whose church was organized at

. of the United States, in the early settlmg of this country. -
- »Among the earliest records available we find- the name-of -

New Durham, N.H. in the year of 1780. The name was '

]ater‘adopted by the believers:in ‘‘Salvation by Grace

through Faith’’ who preached ‘‘Freedom’ of the Will.?"".

Among these believers it was deemed wise to set forth -
certain outstanding, fundamental doctrines as believed by
the denomination. In several of the states there were -
booklets published setting forth the ““ Articles of Faith.” -

Many of the Disciplines set forth. had different ways of
doing things, while the fundamental doctrine was the
same in all. These Diseiplines and the ‘‘articles of faith’’

set forth the fact that ‘‘these were'set forth for conveni-
ence’’ with the ‘solemn declaration that ‘‘The Bible is.
. infallibie,’” and in every instance it was plainly set forth
- that ““We believe the Whole Scnptures to be the word of’

~God.”’
In’ ‘the year 1935 at Cofel S Chapel Nashvﬂle Tdnnes-

‘. see, a commlttee was elected for t\he purpose of formulat- ’
mg, by way of revision, a' Treatise out of the various Dis- -

ciplines and former Treatlse to be used in Free- Will Bap-

tist churches. This committee was composed of the follow-
ing ministers, namely: J. C. Griffin, chairman, and Win-

ford Davis, E. B. Joyner, J. S. Frederlck E. E. 1\/[01'1'18"3‘
W.B. Davenport Millard Vanhoose, C. B. Thompson and’

Ralph Staten, with two laymen, M. L. Morris and Hubert

Post. This Commlttee worked for several hours and then
reported A motlon was carried that the report be accept- j

_.12.__
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ed. In the year of 19-17 while the National Association
was in session at ngh]and Park I"W.B. Church in De-
troit, Michigan, a resolution was passed in which seven
- ‘members of the General Board of the National Association
and one member from each affiliated State Convention or
. Associationvas to meet and revise the Treatise and report
at the next session of the National Association. This com-
mittee composed of the following ministers, namely: J. L.

y Weleh, chairman;,R. B. Crawford, J..C. Griffin, J. I

Miller, X: V. Shutes, . 8..Vanhoose, L. A.-Holiday, I. W.
Yandal] M. L. Sutton Ralph Staten Harry Beatty, H. E.
“Willis, I‘loyd Cherry, R. N. IImnant Seldon Bullard, C.
H. Curry and A. J. Lambert met at Cofer’s Chapel in
Nashville, Tennessee, in April and the revision was made

" and presented to the National Association in session in
Pocahontas Free Will Baptist Churech, Pocahontas Ar-
kansas, July, 1948, and was adopted.

- BY-LAWS

. The clerk or assistant clerk, Or i m thelr absence the
senior minister in years shall call the Association into

_conference, and if a quorum is present the moderator, or -
- in his absence, the assistant moderator shall take charge,,.

and-if neither of them is present, the senior mmlster in
years shall act as moderator. e

2. Tt shall be the duty of the Clerk,to enroll the dele-

gates to the Assoclation, who shall present themselves . -

~with proper evidence of their rights to seats therein, and
those enrolled by the Clerk shall compose the Assoeiation.
- In case of questionable representation, however, the cases
. under. question shall be referred to the eredentlal com-
_mittee.
.- 8. Tt shall be the duty of every body belongmo to thlS
. Association to send a letter to every annual session of
‘this: Assoeiation, reporting in the same its spiritual con-
dition, benevolent work, and its statistics. Any body be-
longing to this Association, which shall fail to report it.
- self for two successive sessions, may be dismissed from the
- Association by a two-thirds vote of all members present.

4. Bach ‘meeting shall be opened by reading a portion '
of the Bible and w1th prayer, and shall be closed with"

prayer !

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present a rul-,

mg of the moderator can be overruled.
- —13—




: 6 Thls Assocmtmn may eorrespond by messenger or .. ;: J
‘),otherwrse with ‘other religious. bodies. " " : R

7.-This Association shall sit ‘with open doors except
. when it shall go into a committee of the whole. G

8. Any person not a member of -this’ Assoelatron may
: be allowed to take part in its dlscussmns by obtammg i
. permlssmn from the moderator. S T S

v

9. Tt shall be the duty of all the members of the Assoc- S
- iation to be.present at the time ‘appointed for each meet--
_ing, and any one Wlshlng to retlre shall ﬁrst obtaln leave

of the moderator. ‘ : N

10..No member shall absent hlmself from the Assoela-
'tlon during its.meetings without ﬁrst obtamlno' permls-
.-sion from the moderator. - ~

- 11.- No person shall be allowed to nomlnate more: than o
" one member of any commlttee prov1ded the person nom-
- mated be- eleeted e : ; :

12. The moderator shall not allow dlscussmns When
. not carried on in g Chrlstlan spirit-or when he thmks 1t
‘w1ll cause drseord or d1v1s1on o St o

- 18. Any- one\desmno' to speak shall rise to lus feet R
~and address the moderator by the appellation, “‘Brother.: . .-, ..
Moderator,”” but shall not speak further unt11 recogmzed LR
by the moderat01 . - .

" 14. The “yeas” and “nays” may be counted on any
) question by request of one- ﬁfth of the members present

15. No member of this Association shall be allowed to S
speak more than ten minutes nor twice on the same-sub-
ject WlthOllt perm1ss1on from the moderator. " :

.16, Tt shall be the duty of the moderator to seat dele- f | LIt
. ‘gates in a body in a designated section of the assemblyl .
room at the bevmnma of - each busmess sess10n '

17.- These By-Laws may . be altered or amended at any[" ’
- regular or adjourned session of this Assoelatlon by a’ twoa !
thlrds vote of the- members present S .
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ARTIGLES OF FAITH o ;
1. The Bible, The Scrlptures ‘of the Old’and Ncw Test— :

. aments were given by inspiration of God, and are our
_infallible rule of faith and practice.

2. God. There is one living and true God, revealed in

_ nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor

of the universe; and in the Scrlptures as Father, Son, and -

Holy Ghost, yet as one.God, infinitely wise and good

whom all 1ntelhf*ent creatures are supremely to love,
" adore, and obey.: . . v

3. Christ, Chrlst is God manuest in the ﬂesh in His
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. -

- The mediator between God and ian, once crucified, He is
- now risen and glomﬁed and ‘is our ever plesent Savmur

and Lord ,
4. The Holy Splrlt The Scrlptures ass1gn to the Holy‘

- S'pmt all the attributes of God.

5. The Government of God.. God exercises a wise and

: ,benevolgnt provxdence over all beings and all things by

maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also
performs - special acts of grace, .not otherwise provided
\Qor, as the highest welfare of man requlres

6. The Sinfulness of man. ‘Man was created mnocent o

but by disobedience fell into'a state of sin and condemna.
tion. His posterity, therefme inherit a fallen nature of
such tendencies that all who come to years of accounta-'
‘bility sin,-and become guilty before God.

. The Work of Christ. The Son of God by Hls mcar-'

. mation, life, suffering, death and resurrection effected for .

0 alla redemptlon from sin that is full and free and 1s the

" ground of salvation.by faith..

8. TheTerms of Sa.lva,mOn The condltxons of salvatlon
are: 1.Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and._hearty
“renunciation of it.” 2. Faith or the unreserved committal

- of-one’s self to Christ as Saviour and Lord with purpose
" to love and obey. Him in all things. In the exercise of -

saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed
. from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God. 3.
Continuance in faith and obedience until death.

9. Election. God determined from the begnﬁnmg to

save all who should comply with the conditions of salva-
‘tion. Hence by faith in. Christ men. become His elect
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10. Freedom of the Will,. The human will is frec and =

gelf-controlled, having power to yield to the influence of
the truth and the Splrlt or:to resxst them and perish,

+11, Salvation Free. -God desires the salvation of all,
the Gospel invites -all, the Holy Spirit.strives with all
and whosoever will may come and take of the water of

hfe freely.

“12. Perseverance All behevers in Chrlst who through
grace persevere in holiness to the-end of hfe have promise

.of eternal salvation.

\

18, Gospel Ordinances. Baptlsm or the immersion of
bélievers in water, and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances

- to be perpetuated under the Gospel; Feet Washing, an-

ordinance teaching humility, of universal obligation, and

to be ministered to all true believers.

14, Tithing. God commanded tithes and offermgs in
the Old Testament; Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gos-
pel (Matt. 23:23), and the Apostle Paul said, ““Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by bhim in
store as God hath prospered hnn " (I.Cor. 16 2) :

* 15. The Chrlst1an Sabbath. THe divine law requlres :

-that one day in séven be set apart from secular employ-
- ments and amusements, for rest, W01sh1p, holy works and -
actwmes ‘and for personal communion - with God

- 16. Resurrectmn, Judgment and Fmal Retnbutlon The
Serlptures teach the resurrection of all men at the last’

~day. - They that have done good will come forth to the.
- resurrection of life, and ‘they that have done evil unto the -
resurrection - of damnatlon, then 'the wicked will ‘‘go .

away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into

‘eternal life.””



. o, : .
CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice,

we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God
in this solemn covenant

- We promise by His grace to love and’ obey Him’ in all
things, to avoid all appearance of evil, to: abstain from
all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the
‘world, from a]l sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating
beverages, and to ‘‘provide things honest in the sight of
all men.”’ o "

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in
. reference to the study of the Scrlptures secret prayer,
* family devotions, and sbeial Worshlp, and by self-denial,
faith, and good works endeavor to ‘“‘grow In grace and
the knowledve of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.””

" We Wﬂl not” forsake the ‘assembling of ourselves to-
gether for church conferences; public worship, and- the
“observance of the ‘ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to

pay according to our ability for the support of the ehurch L

of its poor,,and all its benevolent work. )

"We agree to accept Christian admomtlon and reproof
with meekness,”and to watech over one another in love,
endeavoring to ‘“‘keep the unity of the Splrlt” in the
bonds of peace, to be.careful of one another s happiness
~ and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encour- .
‘ave the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we
are .able promote the success of the church and of the
Gospel. ‘

We will everywhere hold Cll11st1a11 prineiple sacred
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count-
ing it our chief business in life to extend the mﬂuence of
Chrrst in society; eonstantly praying and toiling that the

Kingdem of God may come;.and His will be dqne on earth, -
" as it is in heaven.

" To this end we agree to labor for the prom’otion of .
educational and denominational enterprises, the support
of M.ssions, the success of Sunday schools, and evange-
listic efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame-
.less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Chris.
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