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miles north of Wise, Virginia on Route 23, 
beginlling on Saturday, 9:00 a.m. E.S.T., 
before the Third Sunday in Ma.y, 1954 



· ,,0 F F I C E R. S · 
' I 

Rev. W. A. Hales, Norfolk, Va ........ ~ ......... ; ........ :Moderator 
Rev. L. J. Fields, Norton, Va ... '.: ........ ,Assistant Moderator 

. Leslie G. Ketron, Bx 5, Herald, Ya ........................... Clerk .. . 
Emitt J. Kilgore, Rfd 1, Coeburn, Va ................. Treasurer 

Field Worker and Orga;nizer for Youth's 'iea~e~ 
Rev. l\Iack Fisher .. ;: ................... , ....... ', ...... : .. .' .... ;: .... '\Vise, va·. 
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ENROLLM~NT 

Ministers 
H. V. Johnston, 1,V. A. Hales, L. J. Fields,. James A. 
Ramey, V. B. Thacker, C. W. Noles, J. L. Meade, C. C. 
Arney, E. H. Overman, L. l\f. Cole, . Ray Gardener, 
George N. Collips, J.B. Maggard, David Powers,. W. E. 
Kerns,· Wythe White, Willie E. Adams, J. W. Brannon, 
Otis Keith, and Mack ]i'is'her. 

~eacons 
E .. J. Kilgore, Jewell Meade, Wilton· H. Dail, Joe 
Shepard; Ray Hubbard, Clyde Kiser, Charlie Reed, 
Garfield Taylor,-and L. G. Ketron. , 

, ' \Delegates 
Mrs. L. 1\1. Cole, Mrs. Mazzie L·arge, Mrs. Quiet Bittner, 

\ Mrs. Edna Powers;. Mrs. Charlotte Collins; Will Murphy, 
l\frs. · Fannie Robinson, G. V. Spivey, Beatrice White, 

· Mrs. L. J. Fields, _· Anna Holton:, ... Jackie Oulbertson, 
Melvin l\Ioore, Goldia Kiser, Goldia Arney, Dorothy 
Meade, and Mrs. Will Murplhy. _, 

PROO EE DIN G_S 

9:00 
The Eighteenth :Annual Session of the Southest Vir­

ginia Association of Free Will Baptist met with the 
Meades Chapel Church, Herald, Virginia, May 15, 1954. 

The association was called to order by the moderator, 
llev: W. A.· Hales_. Opening !hymn; '"rhe Glory Larid 
Way," by the congregation under the- direction of Rev. 
James A. Ramey. The devotional Scripture, Luke 6, and 
prayer by Rev. E. H. Overman, pastor Hyde Park Church. 

The moderator tlhen welcomed all ministers;. deacons, ,. 
and delegates to sit and participate in all business df the 

. association. A letter. of regret from Rev. Paul Harry 
Miller was read stating his failure· to ·attend the associa­
tion. Rev. Miller being the assistant moderator, it became ·· 
necessary to elect som(!one to this post. By unanimous 
vot_e the moderator was _given power to appoint an as­
sistant, }iis c'l10ice being· Rev. L._J., Fields, who agreed 
to serve as such. ·work' resumed as follows: Letters from 
Wise County· Quarterly Conference, .from Lee County 
Quarterly Conference, and Tidewater. Quarterly. Confer-
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ence were read and accepted with their delegates,. the 
same appear elsewhere in minutes. The treasurer's report 
given by t•he treasurer, was also accepted as it appears in 
minutes. , . · . . 0 . r . 

The moderator, Rev. Hales, at this time introduced the 
family paper (Contact) ~n official publfoation of the 
National Association of Free Will Baptists, published at' 
Nas1hville, 'l'ennessec, urging membership to subscribe for 
same.. /. - .. 

, Bro. Wilton' H. Dail, Virginia State Promotional Sec­
retary and Treasurer, gave a very timely and constructive 
talk in regard to home missions, followed by a talk on the 

' same subject by Rev. L. J. Fields. 
·.Obituaries of deceased members were 'read and ap- · 

proved to be printed as they appear elsewhere in minutes. 
· Reports of ministers were read and approved as they 
appear in minutes. ' . , . \ , 

Association adjourned until 1 :30. · ' · 

11:00, 
I . , I 

. Opening hymn, "What A Friend ,Ve Have in Jesus," 
under the direction of Rev. James A. Ramey. 

Rev. W. A. Hales, the speaker. of the-hour, read for a 
lesson II Ki'ngs 7 :1-3, after whiclh Bro. E. J. Kilgore offer­
ed a very 'able and touclhing prayer. Rev. Hales used for 
a. subject a part of the third verse of the lesson, "Why 
stand we here until we die 1" from whiclh, through. ~he 

.. · anointing of God, he delivered a wonderful message 
which was enjoyed by all present. Benediction prayer by 
Rev. J. L. Meade. 

·1:30 

De~otional read1ng, Luke 13 :24-35, and prayer by Re~: 
L'. l\L Cole. The moderator then called the conference to 

, , I 

orde~ and introduced M:rs. I. L. Stanley from the Green-
ville ·Children's Home. After a, brief talk, Sis._ Stanley 
introduced the childr~n ,v'ho were present for a program 
of recitations, songs, nud prayer, which was very, very 
much enjoyed by all. . . -

'rhc moderator again took charge and work resumed 
as follows. 

A' free will offering of $50.78 was received for the 
Grecnv'illc 41ome. By unanimous vote $25.00 was drawn 
from the association treasury and given to the home.· 

M:rs. Jones, Auxilia:ry worker from the -Tidewat.er 
Quarterly Conference, gave a report of the woman's work 
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m that. field,' with encouragement to tl;e dther confer­
ences.· 

Rev. Hadley Overman gave a very fine talk on Foreim1 
Missions. ,Also, he suggested .a full time executjve secre~. 

' tary for, Vfrginia ~tate, recommending Bro. Wilton· H. 
Dail to this post. . ' ' · ' 

By unanimous vote of association, ·agreed that upori 
due notice from the quarterly conference clerks of any 
licensed minister being ordained be_tween sessions by said 
conferences, the clerk of t'he association shall issue a card 
of recommendation for the year of ordination. . 

· Rev. W. A_. Hales expressed · his desire to leave . the 
_ association to go to another Free wm Baptist field .. By 

· 1 imanimous vote of t111e association, the clerk was instruct~ 
ed to write a letter of recommendation, and when we are 

· informed he .has united with another Free Will Baptist 
Association, ,ve will consider hiiµ regularly dismissed 
from this Association. · 

, Delegates to the following associations volunteered 
ufo~~= · , 

National Association at Spartanburg,· S.C., 'ruesday 
after the second Sunday in July, 1954, Bro. E. 'J. Kilgore; 

Virginia State Association, .·west Bristol, Va;;. Friday 
before fhe third Sunday in· June, 1954-:-c-Bro's. Wilton 
Dail, E. J. Kilgore and Rev. J. W. Brannon. . 
. John 'l'homas AssociatioJ?,, September, 1954, Bro's. 
E. J. Kilgore, Joe Shepard and Sis. Jackie Culbertson.• 

Unanimously voted to give· treasurer authority to 
write checks· in sufficient amount t9 pay all experise of 
the association. . · ~ .• ' .· -

Officers elected for tlhe in-coming year as follo-1vs: 
:Moderator: Rev. L. J. Fields ...... '. ....... : ........ ; .. : .. Norton, Va. 
Assista'nt l\foderator: Rev·. Hadley Overman, Norfolk, Va. 
Clerk: l\1r. Leslie G. Ketron .................... Bx 5, Herald, Va; 
Treasurer: l\Ir. E. ,J. Kilgore ............... Rfd 1, Coeburn, Va. 
Executive Board. Rev. E. R. Davis· ................ Dryden, Va. 
Rev. :Mack Fisher_ of '\Vise was eleGted as organizer for 
the young. people's Leagues. 

'rhe · clerk was instructed to write the. pastors of all 
churches a letter 'asking for their full, cooperation with .· 
Rev. Fisher to· try to win our youth for •Obrist, wlien he 
visits their church. - . . ·. . · 

The Executive Board ruled the next association would 
· convene with the Indian Creek Ohurch, Saturday before 
the third Snnday in l\fay,.1955. Rev. l\fack.Fisher elected 
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to bring the 11 :00 o·'-clock message; Rev. Hadley Overman 
elected as alternate. • · 1 

Rev. Hales expressed his app:reciatio11 for, the honor 
bestowed on him by electing him two ·years in succession 

··to serve as moderator. 
'I1he entire association gave a rising vote of thanks 

to the church for. their cooperation and hospitality ren­
dered; After an· old time hand shake the association· 

· adjour1ied until Saturday before_ . the third Sunday in 
. May, 1955. · _ . . . ' 

Benediction prayer by Bro. G. V. Spivey. 

Treasurer's Report: Southwest Virginia Association of 
Free Will Baptists.,....May 15, 1954 

: ,'", ,,_. ·,, •. '· -. I • 

On hand May 16, 1953 ............... '. ...................... ; ..... ; ..... $461.03 
Paid out · · . ' · 

' Rev. W.-A. Hales, l\foderator ; ........... ::··········$ 10.00 
L. G. K~fron, Clerk ............ ; ............................ : 10.00 
L. G. Ketron, preparing manuscript ..... :...... . 35:oo 

. I Virginia State 'Associatio11 ... : ..... ; ................. : 50.00 · 
Wilton H. Dail,· for ledger .............................. 5.00 
Ministers Cards, ...... : .. ; ... '. ..... ~............................ 5.00 
Printing Minutes, _F.W.B .. Gem ··············:· .. :· 88:87 

Total expense · ... ; ............................ : ..... :....... · 203.87 
· I In tre!lsury,· May 15, 195~ .. ; ....... ; ..................... '. ... ;; ...... $257.16 

I, I 

· Respectfully submitted, · 
Mr. E. J; Kilgore, Treasurer 

/ . 

. Tidewater Quarterly Conference: . 
' . 

Norfolk, Virginia 

T~ Southwest. Virginia Assogiation: 
l\'.I:ay 12, 1954 · · 

Greetings: 
I . / ' 

· To the Soutllnvest Virginia Association of Free Will·. 
Baptists when convened with the Meade's Chapel Church, 
Herald, Virginia, l\fay '15, 1954. 

We ( have elliosen as delegates Br.other Louis -1\1. coie 
and Sister Annie Cole. These we pray may sit with you 
ill" your Godly work. Our standing is as follows: . . · 
· N:umber of churches 5; . membership 903; received 

this year 240; dismissed 150; deceas_ed 5; number bap­
tized 112 ; number of Sunday Sdhools 5; youth Leagues 
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4; number of prayer meetings 5; ordained ministers 7; 
licentees 1; minute fund enclosed .$90.30. 

Done by order-of .the Tidewater Quarterly Meeting of 
Free Will Baptist while in regular session April 10, 1954. 

' · · Rev. E. H. · Overman, Moderator 
4010 Little Creek Road 

· N otfolk, Virginia 
K. C. Crawford, Clerk-T,reasurer 

806 Mayfield A venue 
Norfolk, Virginia 

Lee County Quarterly Conference: 

Gre~tings: 
To t!he Southwest Vir,ginia Association of Free Will 

Baptist when convened .with the Meades Chapel Church' 
on Saturday before the third Sunday in May, 1954. 

,Ve have chosen all delegates from ·our last .conference 
as corresponding messengers, these we pray may sit with 
you in your Godly work. Our standingis as follows: 

Number of churches 10; iv.embership 426; membera 
received 27; members dismissed ·10; members deceased 
8; number of __ Sunday Schools 10; · members'hip 781; 
ordained ministers 7; number youths Leagues 2; mem­
bership 81 ; minute fund enclosed $40.00. 

Done by order of the Free Will Baptist Quarterly 
Conference of Lee County, Virginia, tlhis the 29th day of • , 
A_pril, 1954. 

Moderator: Rev; S. B .. Culbertson 
Woodway, Virginia 

Clerk: Rev. E. R. Davis 
Dryden, Yirginia 

Wise County Qumerly Conference: 

Greetings: 
. . To the Southwest Virginia Association of Free Will 

Baptist ,vhile in regular session with the Meades Chapel 
Church, Herald, Virginia, May 15, 1954. 

We have chosen all delegates from our last conference . 
as corresponding messengers. These we pray may sit with 
you in your Godly work. Our standing is as follo,ws: . 

State of religion, good; number of churclhes 31; mem­
bership 1,911; number Sunday Schools)31; membership 

. · 2,628; number young peoples Leagues 6; membership 
-6- .. 
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240; deceased members 11;, t;tal · gain in :membership· 
326; ordained ministers '63; · ucentees 14; minute fund 
enclosed $191.10. · · 

Done by order of the Free Will Baptist Quarterly 
Conference of Wise County, Virginia, while in regular 
session witlh the Martha's Chapel Church, Pound, . Vir-
ginia, April 10, 1954. , 

• Moderators: Rev. Paul Harry Miller 
Rev. W. B. Gallaway 1 

Clerks. M:r. Leslie G. 'Ketron. 
· Mrs. Jackie Culbertson 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
TIDEWATER QUARTERilY MEETING 

/ 
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WISE COUNTY ANNUAL CHURCJ{ REPORTS 

~ 'lj ::i:: C OJ t'. 'lj 

"' A 0 
.., ?J .... A 

~ s: ~ 't::! 
~ ~ ;:,o 0 0' 

l "' A ~ 
A .., 

"' ;:I ~ OHURCH' ;;J ~ A-
"=> ~ 

.., 
;:,o .... 

"' "' 0' "' -6" 0 ~-.., 
"' 0 
.., 

;:I "' "'· ;:,o ~- . 
punganon ... 154 316.67 40.00 218.33 95 71.09 S. M. McFalls 
Beech Grove . 81 75.00 188.00 116.00 125 45.00 P. H. Mille,r 
Beckners Ch. 36 108.00 78.00 16.09 73 15.00 Oscar Powers 
Mary's Chap. 175 263,60 75.00 197.07 225 89.72 James Ros·e 
Tacoma ..... 21 39.40 50.58 91 36.00 C. A. Robinette 
Ramsey ..... 59 174.98 15.00 45 15.80 James Ramey : 
Stephen's Ch. 46 7.00 28.75 5.00 30 24.00 Oscar Powers 
GiUenwaters .• 64 6.00 10.00 10.08 40 24.00 Roy W. Kilgore 
Mt. Olive .... 42 70.00 65 32.00 Oscar Powers 
Wilson's Ch. • 55 118.69 58.24 119.33 61 32.00 Oscar. Powers· 
Mt. View .... 28 48.00 33.00 68 17.00 C. A. Robinette 
Indian Creek 109 45,00 173.67 38.75 82 61.30 W. C .. Dotson · 

Davis Chap. 39 145.70 5.00 71 41.25 Edgar Baltimore 
Stallai1d Mem 17 .29.00 10.31 69.83 35 22.00 IC. A. Robinette 
M,eades ;Chap. 91 22.60 85.00 47.00 60 32.00 Arney & Meade 
Oak Grove :: . 88 600.00 168.79 a'75.50 220 209.80 W. B. Galloway 
Hopkins Ch •• 73 240.01 50 22.50 James Ramey 
West End ... 29 228.27 102.70 40.69 106 2'4.00 James Ramey 
Valley View 51 78.36 10.00 50 45.00 W. M. Bowman 
Lone Pine ... 75 200.00 62.00 35.00 75 62.00 Mack Fisher 
Martha's Ch. . 30 40.00 10.00 54 32.00 Carson Dotson 
Glamorgan .. 58 552.00 52.87 , 60.00 98 45.00 L. J. Fields , 
Ory Fork ..•• 49 132.35 17.41 32.25 .46 26.00 Wade Powers 
South Side .. 60 341.87 ,160.00 5G,06 85 54.00 Mack. Fisher 
Calvery ····· 82 600.00 289.25 57.85 80 54.00 P. H. Miller ' -
Inman ...... 49 171.25 71.23 78.59 107 45.00 P. H. Miller 
\V,est Norton • 29 48.11 35.00 20.00 35 18.00 Hob't Addington 
Dales Ridge 35 29.64 - 45 20.00 H. V. Johnston • 
~sserville ... 61 162.33J140.22J 3,7.00J162I 97.00I Osc,ar ·Powers 
Addison's Ch. 20 recently organized I 91, 44.901 John Stof,er 
Huff Clov'rli'k 25 recently organized 108 21.00 Jonah Shupe 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF.LEE COUNTY CHURCHES 

~ s: 
~ ... ~- a 
"'I ' ~ 

ci CHURpH 

Mt. Hope ..•.. 43 268.50 .• 87.72 96.87 11.08 Hobart •· Martin 
Rock Lick .... 53 180.00 11.10 41.42 35.16 Edgar Baltim're 
Mt. Carme1 ... 35 109.87 79.52 53.63 S. B. · 'Culb'rtson 
Palmer Chapel 36 99.74 • 19.89 277.96 22.87 Hobert Martin 

Ocoonita 80 286.88 40.00 36.00 13.81 12.27 Hobert Martin 
Willis Chap. . . 50 96.34 60.36 19.99 Hobert Martin 
Gibson Chap . • 20 6.00 3.43 6.00 Willard Bowm'n 
Sigma ....... 30 90.33 127.64 10.11 C. A. Porter 

Mmton Memo. 1501145.001.102.231 . 1600.00116.101 P. H. Miller 
Hoover Chapel 28 93.00 · 29.60

1
24.99 98.81 33.87 E. E. Edens 

IN MEMORY 

Dunga,non Church: by Mark H. Castle. . .. 
Floyd Baldwin-borh S~ptember 30, 1897, died April -

2, 1952, I • 

, Rev. Mack Butler-born 1897, died 1954. All who have 
known Bro. Butler !have indeed been fortunate to have 
had Such a good friend. His passing was indeed a shock 
to all. To give up one _of our loved ones brings many 
sorrows and burdens, but we can 1be thankful he was 
permitted to remain.with us.these many years, and for the 
great work God has accomplished through him. Brother 
Butler is survived by his. w'ife, Mrs. Florence Frazier 
Butler; two daughters, four sons, two sisters, two broth­
ers, six grandchildren, a host of fri~nds ·and relatives .. 

Indian Cr_ook Cha;pel: by Arnold Boggs, son of deceased ... 
Dora Boggs-born July.6, 1887, died February 1, 1954, 

leaving nine children, and :her husband James "\V. Boggs. 
Mr. Boggs followed his wife in death 52 days later, pro­
fessing a hope that he was ready to meet the Lord in 
peace, to ever be with Him and t!he holy angels. · "\Ve, the 
children feel father and mother are -far better off, and 

•, await us in heaven. 
-11- '1 
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_Martha's 01:iapel: oy Mrs. Oma S. Williams. 
· Bro. Gilbert Adams.:_born November 19, 1889, died, 

September 20, 1953. 

Hopkins Chapel: by l\frs. Vestus J~ssee; 
Bro. Floyd Freeman-died April 11; 1953, leaving his· 

wife and seven children. Bro .. Freeman professed a, lhope 
in Clfrist in ,December, 1952, was baptized, united. with 
the Hopkins Chapel· Church and lived faithful until) death: 

Beech Grove Church: Mrs. Emma Fraley.· 
Sally, Katherine Garrison-born April 6, ·1875, died 

May 10, 1954. Aunt Sally, as everyone knew her, made a 
profession of faith· in Christ at the age of fifteen, and 

/ , until death she lived a. very. consecrated Christian life. 
Seven c!hildren. and her: husband have preceded her in 
death .. She is survived. by one child. Aunt Sally ,vill be 
greatly missed, but her testimony will live on and on. 

l\tlrs~ Cornett Farmer-born- 1902, died April- 8, 1954. 
Mrs: Farnier is survived·by her husband, Frank Farmer, 

· two cihildren and two ,grandchildr~n .. ; ' •· . '. 

PREFACE 

For well over two hundred · years there has been a 
Baptist people in the United States lvho preached 'and 
practiced '' Freedom of the Will.'' A great many of these . 
Baptist came from Wales and·London to the Easte:rn part 
of the United States, in the early settling o£1Jiis country. 
Among the earliest records available,we find the name of 

1 Paul Palmei; who preached and organized' a church 'in 
Perquims County, North Carolina in the year of 1727. 
Tihis church was later lost to the Calvinistic Baptist. Not 
orily this church was lost; but several others in the course 
of time were lost, but a sufficient number kept the "Faith . / 
once delivered to the saints," that a steady increase· haS. 
prevailed t'hroughoiit the years. -

Those who are called Free ·wm .Baptist, in. North 
C~rolina were first called by this name by those who . 
opposed the Doctrine of "Fi;eedo'm of _the 'Will." . The . 
same 'thing was true in· the· north, with Rev. Benjamin 
Randall and his followers ,vhose church was organized at 
New Durham, N.H. in the,;year of 1780. The name was 

-12:-' 
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later adopted by t11e believers iii "Salvation by Grace 
througn .li'aith" \vho preached "Freedom o.f the Will." 

Among these believers it was deemed wise to set fqrth 
certain outstanding, fundamental doctrines.as believed' by 
the denomination. In several of the states there wer.e 
booklets published setting forth the "Articles of Faitli." 
J\:Iany of . the Disciplines set forth had different ways· of 
doing· things, while t'he fundamental doctrine. was the 

· same in all. These .Disciplilie.s and the "articles of faith" 
. set forth the fact that "these were set forth for convei1i­

ence". with the solemn declaration that "'rhe Bible is. 
infallible,'~ and in every instance it as plainly set forth 
that ''We believe · the hole. Scriptures to be· the w.ord of 

· . God." . . · 
' (' ' , '.' . . ' ' , 

In the ye'ai· 1935 at Gofer's Ghapel, Nashville, 'l'ennes- • 
· see, a committee · was elected fo·r the purpose of formu­

lating, by w'ay of revision, a Treatise out· of the1 various 
, Disciplines and former Treatise, to be used .in Free \Vill 

, Baptist churches. This committee was composed of the 
·following ministers, namely: J. C. Gl'iffin, clhairman, and 
;winford Davis, E. B. Joyner, J. S. Frederick, E. E. 
Morris, W. B. Davenpor.t, Millard Vanhoose. C. B. Thomp­
soil, and Ralph Staten, ",:ith two laymen, M. L. Morris and 
Hubert Post. This Committee worked for several, hours 
and then reported. A motion was carried that the,report 

: be accepted. In the year 1947, while the National Associa­
tion was' in'sesl?ion at Highland Park F.W.B. Church in 
.Detroit, Michigan, a resolution was pasiciied in which seven 
.members of the General Board of the National Associa­
tion and one member from each affiliated State Conven­
tion· or Association was .to meet arid revise the Treatise 

·· and report at the next session of the National Association. 
, This committee· composed ·· of the following ministers,. 
na'mely: J. L .. \Velch, chairman; R. B:. Crawford, J; C. 

· Griffin, J. F. Miller, IC.V. Shutes, F .. s. Vanhoos~, L.A .. 
Holliday, I. W. Yandall, 1\1. L, Sutton, Ralph Staten, 
Harry Beatty, H. E. Willis, Floyd Cherry, R. N. Hinnant, 
Seldon Bullard, C. H. Curry ang. A . .J. Lambert met at 
Cofer's Chapel in Nas'hville, Tennessee irt •April a,nd the 
revision was made and presented to the National Associa­
tion in session in Pocahontas Fr.ee \Vill Baptist Chur.ch, 
Poca'hontas, Arkansas, July, 1948, arid wi:s adopted. 

-13-
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BY-LAWS ' 
I 

. , 1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their absence, the 
senior minister in years shall call the Association' into 
conference, and if a quorum is present the moderator, or 
in his absence, the assistant moderator shall take charge ; 
and if neither of them is present, the _senior minister in 
years shall act as moderator. _ 

2. It shall be the duty of the Clierk to enroll the dele­
gates to t_he Association,' who shall preserit themselves -· 
with proper evidence 'of their rights to seats therein, and 
those enrolled by the Clerk shall compose the AssotCiation .. 
In ease of questionable rep.i-esentation, however, the eases 
under_ que;;tiori shall be, referred to _the cred,ential com-
mittee. · · 

\ , 3. It shall be the duty -of every body belonging to this 
Association to send a letter to every annual session of this 
Association, :veporting in the same its spiritual condition, 
benevolent work, and its statistics. Any body belonging 
to this Ass'oeiation, which shall fail to report itself- for 
two successive sessions, may be dismissed from the Assoei- . 
ation by a two-thirds vote of all imembeTS present. . ' 

4. Ea.eh meeting shall be 9pened by reading a portion 
of the Bible and with prayer, and shall be closed with 
prayer. · ' ,. 

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present a ruling 
of the moderator can be overruled. • · 

6. 'I\his Association may correspond by messenger or 
otherwise with other religious bodies. ' 

7. This Association shall sit with open doors except 
when it shall go into a committee of the whole. _ 
. 8. Any person not a member of this Association may 
be allowed to take part in its ·discussions by obtaining 
permission from the moderator, . · 1 

.. 

9. It shall be the duty of all the members of the.Associ­
ation to be ,present at the time appointed.for ealeh meet­
ing, and any one wishing to retire shall first obtain leave 
of the moderator'. · · / , . 

10. No member shall absent himself from the Associa­
tion during its meetings without fi,rst obtaining permis­
sion from the moderator. 

11. No pei·son shall he allowed to nominate more than 
one member of any committee, provided the person noon-
inated be elected. · 

12. The moderator shall not allow discussions when not 
carried on in a ChTistian spirit or when he thinks it will -

-14-
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cause discord or division. 
13. Any one desiring to speak shall rise to his feet and 

address the moderator by the appellation, "Brother Mod­
erator," but shall not sp~ak further until recognized by 
the moderator. . . / 

14. The "yeas" and "nays" may ·be counted on any 
question by request of one-fifth of th·e members present. 

15. No member of this Association shall be allowed to 
speak more than ten minutes rior twice on the same 
.subje1ct w~thout permission from the moderator.· ,' 
. 16. It shall be the duty of the moderator, to. seat dele­
gates in a body in a designated section of the assembly 
roolm at the beginning of eae1h business session. 

. 17. These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any 
·· regular or adjourned session of this· Association by a 

two-thirds vote of the . meni~ers present. · 

ARTICLES ,OF FAITH 

1. The Bible. The Scriptures of the_ Old and New Test., 
aments were giv,en by inspiration of God, .and are our 
infallible rule of faith an:d practice. , · 

2. God. 'rhere 1 is one living and true God, revealed in 
nature as the· Creator, ·Preserver, and Righteous Governor 
of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, 'Son, and 
Holy Ghost, yet as one• God, infinitely wise, arid good, 
whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, 
adore, 1and obey. 

3. Christ. Christ is God mailifest in th~ fles:h; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man .. 
The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is· 

\ now risen- and glorified, and is our ever present Saviour 
·and Lord. · · 

4; The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy -
Spirit all the attributes of God.' 

5. The Government of God: God exercises a wise and 
berrevolent providence over all beings and all things by 
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also 
performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided 
for, as the highe§t welfare of man requires. . . 

6. The Sinfulness of man. l\1an was created inn~cent, 
but by disobedience fell' into a state of sin and condem­
nation. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature of 
such tendencies that', all who come to years of account­
ability sin, and become guilty before God. 

7. The Work cif Christ. The S,on of God by His incax-. 
-15- . 
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nation, life1 suffqring; death and resuri·eetion effected-for 
all a red~mption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground of salvation by faith. · . · 

:- 8. The Terms of Salvation; The conditions of salvation 
are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow· for sin, and hearty 
renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved committal 
of one's self to·Christ as Saviour and Lord with purpose 
.to love and obey Him· in all things. In the exe·r·cise of · 
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed 
'from the dominion of sin and becomes a child. of God . 
. 3. Continuance in faith and obc_dicnce until death. 
. 9: Election. God determined from the/ beginning . to' 
save' all who should comply with the conditions of sa~va-

- tion. Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect. 
· . 10. Freedom of the Will .. The. humari will is free and 

. self-controlled, having power to yield to the influence of 
,the truth and the Spirit, or to resist them and perish. 

· 11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation of all, 
tlhe Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and · 
\vhosocver will may ~ome and take of the water of life 
freely; . -· l. · . - · 

· 12. Perseverance. All believers in Christ, who through 
grace persevere in holiness to the end of life,-have promise 
of eternal salvation. · 

13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism, or the .immersion of 
believers in water, and the Lord's Supper are ordinances • 
to be perpetuated under the Gospel; Feet Washing, an 
ordinance 'teaching humili:ty, of universal obligation,· and 
to be ministered to all true believers. · · 

14. Tithing. God commanded tithes and offerings in 
the Old Testa:ment; Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gospel 
(Matt. 23 :23), and the Apostle Paul said, "Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store 
as God hath prospered him." (I Cor.16 :2). 

16. The Christian Sabbath. The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set apart from secular employ~ 
me·nts and amusements,, for rest;·. worship, holy works 

· and activities, . and for personal· communion ·with God. 
16. Resurrection, Judgment and.Final Retribution. The 

Scriptnres teach the resurrection 'of all men at the last 
day. 'l'hcy that have done good ivill come forth to _the 
resurrection of, life, and they that have done evil unto 
the rcsnrrection of damnation; then the wicke_d will '' go 
away into eternal punish:ment, but the righteous. into 
eternal life." 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given oUTselves to God, by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we·.110w give ourselves to one another by the will of God 
in· this solemn covenant. 

. We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all­
.. · things, to avoid aH appearance of evil, to abstain from all 
· :sinful amusements and un:holy conformity to -the world, 

from all sanction of -the .use and· sale of intoxicating 
. beverages; and to ." provide things honest-in the sight of · 
all men." · · · 

' . W~ agree faithfully to discharge ~ur 'obligations in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 

· · family, devotions, and social. worship; and by self-denial, 
faith, arid good works endeavor to "grow. in grace and 

. · the k_now ledge of our. Lord and Saviour J asus Christ.'', 

· We ,-dll not forsake the assembling of ourselves to­
gether for church conferences; public worship, and- the 
observance of. the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to 
pay according to our ability for'the support of the church, 
of its poor, and all its benevolent work. · 

We agr~c to accept Christian admonition and r~proof 
with· meekness, and to watch over. one another in love, 
endeavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in the 
bonds of peace, to be careful of one _another's happiness 

· a:rid reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, ericour­
. age: the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we 

are ·able promote the success of tne church and of the · 
Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian prin'Ciple sacred 
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count- · 
ing it our chief business in life to extend the influence of 
Ghrist. in society; constantly praying and toiling that the 

. Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth 
Its it is in heaven. · 

, .. To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
.. educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
·:."of Missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evange-. 

listic efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame­
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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