MINUTES

Of The
NINETEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
Of The

Southwest Virginia

Association

of
FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCHES
Held With The

INDIAN CREEK CHURCH
Pound, Virginia

Mayv 14, 1955

The next session will convene with the Mary’s

Chapel Chureh, Coeburn, Va., beginnine on

Saturday before the third Sunday in Mav. 1956
at 9:00 A. M.. ES.T.
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: ENROLLMENT gfg)ﬂd_
MINISTERS——P H. ’\leler, E. H. Overman, H.V.John~ &

' ston, Ronald Creech; Gale Scott, F. A. Rivenbark; C. H. Den~

~" ton, Della Salyers, Robert Dl\on, James Ramey, W. B.Gal-

: x‘COlllnS, Melvm E. \Ioore, 'S. M, McFall. , ‘
" DEACONS—S. G. Mullins, L.: G Ketron, Frank Parrlsher, !

“loway, .W.'E. ‘Adams,’. Mack Fisher, Wade Powers, George (SR

- Wilton, H. Dail, George Meade, Webster vaer BaxterBoll—’ o

1ng, Joe! Shepherd Floyd ‘Starnes

o DELEGATES—l\Irs W. D. Adkms, Mrs. H V. Johnston, i -
. Faye.Sands,. Ava’ Arnold, W. H. Byrd, Ronnie Blalr, Mrg, Joe: © 0

-D.J.Hill, " Herbert W. Ralns, ‘Charlie Greear, Will .Greear; '
- Mary Sue Deel Mrs. Lynord Burnette, Minnie Belle Ketron

SR s CORRESPONDING MESSENGER

B i Lloyd Hlllman, of John- Thomas Assoclatlon oy ’»' o
. PROCEEDINGS ' e

Shepherd;, Mrs. V. B. chkenson Murs. ‘H! V::"Mullins, Mrs. :
: ' Wade* Powers, Clayton Poff, Kermlt Moote, Butler :Fleming, - .

\Assocwtron of Freewill Baptists met with the Indian Creek A

; S - The nlneteenth Annual Session of" the Southwest V’lrgmlu. s

fChurch May 15, 1955 1 The Assocxatmn was called .to. order.
by iclerk: readmg the devotional service.. Hymn, Wonderful

"offercd ‘by -Elder Robert’ Dixon.- e
“Assistant ] \/Ioderator, -Elder" E H Ovelman, took charge

due to the’ absence of Moderator: L.. J. Fields. ‘He heartrly,

o welcomed every member-'present.. The delegates ‘were  seat-

7 dnd Mrs. 'H. V. Johnston, Mr: and Mrs; Wade: Powers
<. The followmg 1eports were. ‘reads and accepted as. they,’, ~
. appear elsewhere.in these mmutes Letters from Wise Coun- -

.port.- . o
The hloderator then gave , way to Bro I L Stanley of

‘ley gave a report. as to our support of the home during the

Jesus; Scrlpture reading, Job12- -1- 7. A very.able prdyer was s

. ed and business was resumed’ as follows: Correspondmg AT
T ,letter from-John Thomas ' ‘Association was read and ac-
1 cepted. ‘The- followmg delegates ~volunteered to attend the ' -~
Yoo Johne Thqmas Association: Mr. and Mrs. E. J..Kilgore, Mr.. .~

oty Quarterly. C'onfelence, Lee County Quarterly Conference,,;a"‘ -
© - Tidewater Quarterly Conference, Ministers’ Cards; letter " 7
v y;from Ladles Aux:hary of VV:se County, and Treasurers re-;', .

Greenvﬂle Freewill Baptist Home for' Children.  Bro.’ Stan-

i Vpast fiscal year. Our contrlbutlons 'amounted to $4200-00. 'At
. the present tune there are 66 chxldren xn the honre Ten of-“,"

2 ';: i
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’ the chlldren were present thh Bro Stanly and gave a shorﬁ
_program in - recitation ~-and’.song ba.sed upon . -a scripture

reading by Bro. Stanley: (John - 15- 11 14<) Avery able pray—'
. er was offered by.E..J. Kllgore :

An offermg was .- received ' for . the home amountmg‘ ‘to

:.$57 29. By regular. vote $50 00 was- taken - from the treasury :

makmg a sum of $107.29 to go to.the home
Assocmtlon was - adJourned untxl 1 30

e e

. Congregatlonal smglng under the dxrectlon of Bro 1. L
<9tanley 'Speaker -of the- hour, Elder Mack Fisher. Scripture

reading Acts 1-1-12.  Text, “Movmg With God and Alive In" -

. Him”." A- wonderful message ~ was delivered * to. each. one .

*present,’. showmg us, the need of the power of God in -our

' lives today.that we_ mlght go forward in doxng our part.

to advance the cause of Chrlst in'. the world today

i Cemo e ,_-"—F‘_A.
Congregatonal smgmg under dlrectxon of Bro Leshe Ket-~:
" ron.’ ‘Scripture reading, Romans 1-13 and Romans 2-1-4'and.
prayer by Elder.Ronald: Creech An’ offermg was received

Afor Elder W. E Kerns amountmg to $31 50. Elder Kerns

- ‘of his"legs. The Moderator then took - charge and business re-

" 'sumed as follows v Elder Mack ‘Fisher, field -worker for.the

“Youths’ Leagues, gave an oral .report. ‘He'asked to be re-
‘placed ‘in this" work ‘Sister anle Belle ‘Ketron was voted

. “for the. next year. By regular motion it was voted for the
o Assocxatlon to pay for literature needed by the field work-

, ,er in organizing Youths ‘Leagues, not to exceed $50.00.

- Sister Jones gave an- oral report of the Ladies’ Auxﬂlary' v

" needs our help and’ prayers, due to the fact he ‘has lost .one

( g5 w ork in.the Tldewater Quarterly Conference Sister Della |

Salyers gave an oral report’ of the Auxiliary work in the

“Wise County Quarterly Conference and of thelr plans toor- :

ganize. a_state conference. Lo

A plan to have a yromotional worker sent out from the

“‘Association 'was suggested by Bro. Wilton' Dail and Elder -
E H. Overman. This plan calls for 50 - members from ILee
,and Wise counties to pledge $2.00 a month ‘and Tidewat- -

S er: Quarterly Conference will: .supply the ‘rest of the. mem-:’
- bers in order to havé enough money to put the promotlon- s

“al workel on a salary.

o The following delegates volunteered to go to ‘the Natlonal;; L
',,Assocmtxon Bro. and Sis. E. J. Kilgore, Bro. M. E; How-f RN

ard stter I‘rde Rlvenbark and Slster Ronald Creech
. : P Ny




T A Rwenbalk _ - ) -

The followmg delega‘tes volunteered to go to the State
Association: Bro. Jack Hill, Bro- Wilton Dail Bro and “Sis.
H. V. Johnston ‘and: Sis. De]la Salyers. ,

The treasurer, Bro. E. J. Kilgore, was given authonty to
write ‘checks suflicient to _cover the ‘expenses of the Assn.

Officers were élected for ne*{t year as they appeur in the

front of these minutey, - ‘
By regular motion, Elder S. M. McFall was selec!,’ed to-

“bring the 11:00 o’clock message for the next Association.

Elder Ronald Creech was selectéd as alternate.

Bro. Wilton Dail gave his report of Home Mission work.
An offering of $10.00 was recexved for ‘the Home Mlssmn
Fund.

The ‘entire Association gave a rlsmg vote of thanks tothe .
Indian .Creek Church for the cooperatmn and. hospltahtv
shown throughout the Association. After an ‘old-tie hand- -
shake, the Association adjourned until Satirday before ‘the
third Sunday .in May, 1956, when it shall convene with
Mary’s Chapel of Coeburn,’ Vlrgnua Benedxctxon by Elder

" Treasurer’s Report: Southwest Vu'gmla Assoc:atlon Of -
: Free Will Baptists May 14 1955 ;

On hand May, 1954 .._ _____‘__.-__-__..-.._.‘,..‘.ﬁ......-;. $60'5.56
"-Paid Out ' o ' .
Free Will Baptist - Home for Chxldren_-;._._'$ 25.00
L. G. Ketron, Clerk et e 2e o 10000
Postage o ________ TR . 5.00
L. G. Ketron, preparing manuscript _.____ - 85.00
Wilton H. Dail, for State Association...._ - 50.00 »
Printing Mmutes ~~__-__-__L___/_---;_;_; -106.00 o
TOTAL EXPENSE _:__._ e — i ——-ni. $232.02
In Treasury, May, 1955..___-_-_..._‘____-_______;_-__;_, 872.54

Respectfully submitteéd, -
S DN KILGORE Treasurer
Leé County- Quarterly Conference, -
Greetings: ‘
To the Southwest Virginia Assocmtlon of Free Will Bap-

“tists ‘'when ‘convened with .‘the Indian Creek Church Satur- »

day before the third Suirday in May, 1955.
We have chosen all delegates from our last confeije‘n'ce

as "correspo’nding messengers, these ‘yve Ppray ‘may -sit with’ .~ - .

you in-your Godly work. Our standing ‘is as follows:
Number of churches 9; membershxp 416; members receiv-
_.‘4— }
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‘ ed 22, members dxsrmssed 18; members deceased, 1; numbet
v'of Sunday “Schools 9; membershlp 817; ordained mmlsters 75
number of Youth Leagues 25 membershxp 50 - Ce :
Minute . fund, $40.00. . :
‘Done by order .of - Lee County Free. Wlll Baptlst Quar—
terly Conference, Aprll 1955. .

ELDER L._H. MARTIN Moderator o

o Jonesv1lle, “Va. ,
Ve " E, R.'DAVIS, Clerk i, , . N
- Dryden, Va B

. Tndewater Quarterly Conference. - e
»\"VGREETINGS ST

_ . To the Southwest Virginia Assocmtlon of I‘reeWnll Bap—
~tists . when convened with* Indxan Creek Church \Vlse, Va,
May. 14, 1955. - :
. We have chosen: all delegates from our Iast conference ;
as correspondmg messengers. - These wé pray may. sit with
*. yow:in your Godly work. Our standing is as. follows:

. Number of churchés 5; membership 1016; recelved\ this
year 224; dismissed 93; deceased 23 number baptxzed 94;
number of Sunday Schools 53 membershxp 835; number of -
Youth Leagues 5; number of prayer meetings -5; ordained
_ ministers 7; 5 active and 2 mactlve licentees 3; mmute
- fund enclosed $101.60.
Done by order of - the Tldewater Quarterly Meetmg of

* Free Will Baptists ‘while in regul.lr session with the First . o

‘ -Church of Rlchmond Va. Aprnl 16, 1955.

. REV. E. H. OVERMAN, wqdemmj
- % 4010 Little Creck Rd. ke '
"+ ... Norfolk, Va. : o
K. C. CRA“’FORD O’lerk—Tre_as,urAer
SR o ‘ 806 Mayfield Ave. - = - AR
o ‘ S Norfolk Va. . B . oo '

To The Southwest Association of Free VVill Bapfﬁsfe.

GREETINGS ) y ‘

- We_have.chosen as, messengers all delegates from our last; R
quarterly conference These, we pray, may, sit w1th “you in"
“your Godly: work. Our standing follows:

\Iumber of churches 33; church m(embcrshlp 1781, state

.of religion, good licentees 9; leagoe membership 211; loss -

Cin, membershlp/over last. year  103; number,. Sunday Schools
G b
o B ¢
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©88; Sunday School membershlp 2656 ; ordamed mmlsters 71
“Youth"Leagues 7; members deceased 17.’ : :

Minute fund enclosed, $176:30.
Done by order of the Wise County Quarterly Conference

of F. W. B. while in regular session with the Calvary Tree

.\V11] Baptxst Church, Dlyden, Va., April 9, 1955." .- .
; ‘ELD. L. J. FIELDS L;W o
Fld L J. rxelds,_ , . © . 'Leslie G. Ketron o C
JEld. H.- V. Johnston, Modémtors Jackle Culbertson, Clcrks~
REPORT OF LAD]ES’ AUXH lARY B L
R - OF WISE COUNTY " it :
: Number of Auxiliaries reportmg ;__'_;_;_;;____'_;J_;;_ 8
" Number of members ______________ Lelllzizo 100
" Number of tithers .__n.....».-;..____.'_.__________Q_,_.:_':___ 10 .
Number of members engaged in personal work._______ 65
- Number members taking denomlnatlonal paper .;__\.'-;_;. '25f ’
""" Donations are as follows— o ' ‘
" Home Mission _;__.._______-__."___,_____;_;;' _____ $285 75\
Religious Broadcasts ;___'_,__;___;'__;_;;;_;;;_-_ .199.00 -

e

Home for children - ___l__l . .  _ .. . 67.85
- Respectfully submltted e

MRS GOLDIA KISER Pres., Herald Va. .
\IRS MARY BATES, Sec -Treas, \Vlse Va S

IN MEMORY

'_HYDE PARK.CHURCH: By Eld. E. H. Overman, e

‘Husband of deceased ' . E
- Julia' Kelly Overman-—Born ,March 18 1917 dled \[arch

. i..5 1955, leaving two -children’ and her husband To give . _.
‘ her up brought sorrows and burdens to our famxly, but we |

are thankful to God - she was- ready to meet the Lord in ‘

- .peace, to ever "be with Him. Words cannot describe the in- -°

fluence of her life, especially on her husband and. chxldlen,f
but thank God for the blessed hope of meetmg agaln “here -

"there is no death nor c;orrow

INDIAN CREEK CHURCH: by Mrs Eula: Meade, ¢

IV

- daughter of the deceased - - '

- Mrs. Hettie Meade Cantrell was’ born March 17, 1904'
died Jan.'21,'1955. She accepted Christ as her Sawor\andﬂ
was baptxzed April 17, 1938. She united with the Indian:

_Creek- Free Will Baptxst Church_ Dec 21, 1947, ‘and Ilved'

faithful until death. L
She was ‘preceded in death by her! husband Alvm Can-r

' —6—
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Cantrell, who died Feb. ‘2,'1951. }fe, ‘too, jwas."'z'a.-';nember of,

the Indian Creelk Church. Survwmg are se‘v'en-.,child'ren and
.a’ number ‘of grandchlldren : -

INDIAN CREEK CHURCH: by Mrd. Bertle Freeman, Clerk

, Ben]amm Powell; fine ‘olored brother of our churéh since
April 17, 1949, He passed away Jan. 19,1955, at the age of

89. Unc]é Ben always filled - his seat ‘in the church until .
about a year ago, when he became: 111 He oftentold 'us-of .

- the. beautiful home be was -going to where we never grow
‘old., - o .
 ALMIRA, VA., LONE PIVE CHURCH \Vlllmm Fr: mk

Gentry passed away May 19, 1954, ‘at’ the . age of 67. He -

was a fine man to know and dld what he could to: help
'ﬁo*ht the ﬁght of falth T T

| PRy e oy oo

i SR PREFACE =

Yor well over two' hundred years there has been aBaptlst

came from.Wales ' and “ London "to the. eastern. part of. the

JUnited States, in the early, settling of this - -country. Among "

‘the earliest records - available, we find the name of Paul

'Palmer who preached and orgamzed a church in Perqiims

" County, North Carolma. in the ‘year of 1727, This church
was later lost to the ‘Calvinistic Baptist. Not only this

church “was lost, but_ several others in /the ‘course of - time .
were ‘lost, but-a sufficient number kept the. ““Faith ‘once de-! i _ -
- livered to the saints,” ithat a- steady mcrease has prevmled

throughout the years.

Those who were called Tree \V]ll Baptlst, in \Torth Car-
olina weré first called ‘by this name by, those who opposed

the-doctrine of ° ‘freedom of the will.” The same thing was .

true in the north wth Rev. Ben]dmm Randall and his fol-
lowers whose church was orgamzed at New Durham, N. H.

in the year 1780. The name was later adopted by believers o o
in “Salvation by Grace through I‘mth” ‘who pleached Frec- B

dom of the Will. >

Among these believers it was deemed \Vlse to. set forth." L
certain ‘outstanding, fundamental doctrines as: believed by~ " -
the denomination. In/several of the states there were book- - -
lets published setting forth the “Articles of Faith.” Many =+ '
of the 'Disciplines | set. forth had different ways of domg ERER

‘things, while the fundamental doctrine was ‘the same: in_ all;

These Disciplines.and the ‘articles’ of faxth” set forth the"

i

e

e people in the - United States who preached and ‘practiced -
“Freedom of the Will.” A great many of these Baptists -
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fact that “thesé were sct forth for convenience” with tllé
solemn declaration that ““The Bible is infallible,” and in -
every instance it is plainly set forth that ”\Ve believe the -
whole Scriptures to be the word of God ” : .

In the year 1935 at Cofer’s Chapcl,r Nashville; Tenn., a
committee was eected ‘for the purpose of formulating, by
way of revision, a Treatise out of the various Disciplinese,
to be used in-Free Will Baptist churchés. - This comnmittee -
was composed of the following ministers: J. C. Griffin, chair

~man, and Winford Davis, E. B. Joyner, J.S. Frederick, E. E.

Morris, W. B. Davenport, Millard: Vanhoose C. B. Thompson,
and Ralph Staten, with two laymen, M. L. Morris and Hu- -
bert Post.- This committee  worked for several hours and -
then reported. A motion was carried that the report be ac-
cepted. In the year 1947, while the National Association
was in session at Highland Park F.W.B. Church in Detroit,

Michigan, a resolution was passed in which seven members"
of the General Board of the National Association. and ‘one

“membey from cach aﬂiluted State Convention or "Association
‘was to meet and revise the Treatise and report at the next -

session of  the - National Association.. This  committee com-
posed of the following ministers, namely: J. L. Welch, chair-
man; R.-B; Crawford, J. C. erfﬁn,J F. Miller, K. V. Shutes, -
F. 8. Vanhoose, L. A Holliday, I. W. Yandall, M. L. Sut-
ton, Ralph Stateén, Harry Beatty, H. E:. Willis, I‘loyd Cherry,
R. N Hinnant, Seldon Bullard, €. H. Curry. and A: J. Lam-
bert met at: Cof«.r.s Chapel in Nashville, Tenn, in April
and the revision“was, made and presented. to.the National
Association” in session. in” Pocahontas ‘- Free Will: Baptist
church, Pocahontdas, Arkansas, July, 1948, and was adopted.

/ oot . - d
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R BY LAWS
O 1, The clerk or assxstant clerk, orin their: absence, v th e
", senior minister in years shall.call the Association’ into’ con-

¢ . .7 'ference, and if a quorum is present the moderator; or in'his .
C absence, the assistant moderator, shall take charge' and if . .
,neltber of ‘them is present, the senior mmlster in; years shall; ,
act as moderator T ey :

-

‘vg-ates to the Association, who shall present themselves with

of questionable representation, ho“ever, the, cases. under
: question shall be referred to the credential committee.

5 o . 8. It shall be the duty of everybody belongmg to this. As-

2. It shall be the duty - of the clerk to. enroll the dele-, e

proper’ evidence of their rights to“seats therem, and’ thosk . -
enrolled by the clerk-shall compose the . Association. In case '~ -

;! ' sociation"to sénd a’ letter to every -annual session of this -

Association, reporting | in the same its spiritual condltxon,
benevolent work, and its statistics. ' Any body belonging 'ta’
“ this: Assocmtlon, which shall fail to report itsef fortwo suc-
cessive session, may be -dismissed from.the Assocxatlon by
a two-thirds vote of ‘all members present, :

{ ~ .

B - 4. Each meeting shall be opened +by reading’ a portlon of‘ y

! . th Bible and with prayer; and shall be closed with prayer. -
‘% 5, By a-two-thirds vote of all members present a rulmg-*'

; . of the moderator can be overruled S o

P : 6. This Association ' may eorrespond by messenger or other

e wise with other religious- bodies. . : -

[ .+ 7. This Association shall sit with open doors except when."
t . it shall go into a committee on the whole. "
. ’ 8. Any person not a member of this Association may. be

allowed to take part in- its dlscusswns by obtfunmg permis—
! . sion from the moderator.
i i B 9. It shall be the duty of. all members of the A.ssocmtlon.

P

: to be present at the time appomted for'each meeting, ' and
anyone w1shmgﬁto retire shall fn'st obtam leave of the mod- .
7 erator.

10. No member shall absent lumself from the Assocmtlonb ‘

during its meetings- \ntbout first abtammg permxssxon from
the moderator. ‘ x
11. No person .sball be allowcd to nommate more than one
member of any commxttee, prov1ded the person nommated
- be elected. - - N ,
12. The modera.tor shall not allow dlscussmns when not- .
carried on in a' Christian |sp1r1t or. when he thmks it w111
‘ . cause dlscord or divson.. o o
| . g L ~'~14¢—-'
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13.. Anyone desmng to speak shall xise. to hxs feet and'

tor,” but shall- not speak further’ untll recogmzed by the

.moderator. ' .’ N
" 14..The * yeas ‘and nays may be counted on zmy ques—
tlon by request of one-fifth of the members present

J18. No member of tlus . Assocmtlon .shall be allowed to

qpeak more-than 'ten- mlnutes nor twice on the the same sub O

ject ‘without’ permission ‘from the moderator.

16. It shall be the duty of the moderator to-. seat delegates'
in/a body in a designated section of the assembly room. af

the beginning of cach.business session.’ :
" 17. These by-laws may ‘be altered or amended at any‘

regular or adjourned session of this Assocmtlon by a two-

, thxrds vote of the members present

J

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE BIBLE "The Scriptures of ‘the : Old a.nd New: Tes-‘
taments were.given by inspiration ‘of . God and are our m-‘

fallible rule and fznth of pmctlce

'mtelhgent creatures are supremely to love; adore and, obey.

~ 3. CHRIST Christ is God manifest ‘in the flesh, in His -~
divine nature truy. God, in His human nature truly man.
The mediator between God and . man, ‘once crucxﬁed He'is
‘now risen and glorxﬁed and is our ever present Savxour o

“ and Lord.

i

4. THE HOLY- SPIRIT The Scrxptures assxg'n to the '

Holy Splrlt ‘all the’ attributes of God:

5. THE.GOVERNMENT OF GOD God exercises a wise
and benevolent providence over all beings ‘and ‘all thmgs by
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also ] per
forms special acts of grace; not’ otherwise provxded for as

- ‘theé highest Welfare of man requires. - Y

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man.- was. created inno-
cent, but by disobedience fell ..into a state. df sin-and,; con-
demnation. His posterity, therefoxe, inherit a fallen nature

of such tendencies that all.who come to years -of- account-“- '

" ability sin, and become guilty. before God

7 THE- VVORI\ OT CHRIST. The Son- of God t)y hls in-
2! B TR ""‘1 5"""' -

/ address’ the moderator by the- appellatxon “Brother.-Modera: .

- 2. GOD.. There is one hvmg and true’ ‘God, revealed in
nature ag the. Creator, Preserver and Righteous Governor of

* . the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son and Holy .

Ghost, 'yet as one God, infinitely wisé ‘and good, whom"all -




" : ;,‘/ \"‘

'camahon, life sufferini, 'death and Yesuirection effected for

all & redemption From sin that is full and free nnd is the -

_ ground of salvation by faith. -

8. TERMS OF SALVATION The condltlons of salvatlon‘
are: 1, chcnt:mce ‘or sincere sorrow, for sin and hearty re-

"nuciation of it. ‘2. Taith ‘or.‘the unreserved committal of one’s

self o Christ ‘as Savisut nd Lord “ith purpose to love ‘and .
obey Him 4in’ all things. In ‘the exercise of saving faith ‘the

. soul is renewed by the Holy Splrxt freed-from the dominion

of 'sin -and becomes a -child of God. 3. Contmuance in fmth
and obedience untxl death. :

T 9. ELECTION " Go'd determined flom the begmnmg to;

save all ‘who hould comply with ‘the . conditions. of salva-

tion. Henée by ¥aith in ‘Christ men, beeome His elect.

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is frec -

and self-controlled, havmg power to yield to the influence

of the truth and the ‘Spirit, ‘or ‘to +esist them and perish.
11, SALVATION FREE. God desxres the -salvation of all,

the Gospel invites all. ‘the Holy Spirit strives with all, nnd

- whosoever will may come and take of the water -of ldife freely.

12, PERSEVERANCE All believers in.Christ, who through,v
grave persevere in holiness to the end of lifc, have promlse
of eternzﬂ salvation. . i

3 13. GOSPFL ORDINANCES BAPTISM, or the immersion
of believers in water, and the' LORD’S SUPPER are ordin-
ances-to -be perpetuated under the gospel; FEET WASHIN-
ING, an’ordinance teachmg humility, -of universal obllga-'

-tlon, and to be mmlstercd to all true believers.

.14, TITHING. God commanded tithes and offermgs in the

OId Testament Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gospel (Matt.

28.:23), and the Apostle Paul said * Upon the first day of-the
week let ‘every one of youlay him him in store as God hath/
prospered him.” (I Cor. 16:2).

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH The dlvme law re-’

_ quires that one day in seven be set apart form. secular ‘em-

ployments and amusements, for ‘rest, ;.vorshlp, ‘holy works%

and activitics, and for: personal communion with God.

- 16. Resurrection, Judgment and Final Retribution:” The
Scriptures ‘teach ‘the  résurrection = of all men at the last
‘day. They that have done good will come forth to the resue-

~rection of life, and they that have done “evil'nntfo the resur-

rection of damnation; then the ‘wicked will “go’ away: mto
eternal punishment, but ‘the Fighteous into eternal life.”
€ 16— =
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CHURCH COVENANT

Havmg given ourselwes to God ‘by  faith in Chrmt b.;‘mdb
adopted the Word of . God as our rule of faith and practice,

‘we now give ourselves _to one another by the will of God in

thm solemn cov enant

We promme by His grace to love and obey me in all

things, to-avoid. all appearance of evil, to: abstain from all

‘sinful amusements’ and’ unholy conformlty to-the world, from

all eanctlon of the ‘use and sale of intoxicating’ bevelafres,

. and to “provide things honest in the qxght of all ‘men.’

T We agree faithfully to discharge our obhgatlonq in refer-,

j',‘ence to the study of the Scrlptures, secret prayer, family de- - :
-votions, and social w orshlp .and by self-denial,: faith. and-

good: works: ‘endeavor to ‘grow in grace, and the: know]edwe

nf our Lord and S.wnour Jcsus Chrlst

We will not forsake the asscmbhn0 or ourselves together
for church’ conferénces; public w Orshlp, and the observance:

~ of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to
‘our 'ability for.the quppont of the church, of ‘its poor, and o

all its bene\ olent worl.:

We agree to acccpt Chrmtmn admomtlon and reproof with

T meeknms, and to watch over one another in’ love, endeavor-
‘ing to “‘kecp the unity of the Spirit” in the bonds of peace,

to be carcful of one another 'S hdppmeﬁq and reputation, and

. seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, admon- ~
* . ish the erring, and as far as we are able, promote the sue- .
cess of the church and. of the Gospel. :

" We will everywhere -hold : Chrnstlan prmmple mcred and
Christian obigations dnd enterprises supreme; counting it .-

our chief. buqm(ﬁq in' life to extend the influence of Chriqt
- in sociecty; constdntly praying and toiling that the Kingdom
“‘of God may come, and qu will be done on earth as it is

in heaven

To this uld we agree to labor for the promotum of edu-

_cational and denéminational enterprises, the support of mis-
sions, the success of Sunday Schools, and evangelistic efforts . -

for the salvation of the world. And may" the God of peace
sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blnmelese unto the co;n—

".mg of our Lord quue Chl‘lSt









