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PREFACE

For well over two hundred years there has been a Bap-
tist people in the United States who preached and practic-
ed “Freedom of the Will”. A great many of the Baptists
came from Wales and London to the eastern part of the
United States in the early settling of this country. Among
the earliest records available, we find the name of Paul
Palmer, who preached and organized a church in Perquims,
North Carolina, in the year 1727 This church was later
lost to the Calvinistic Baptists. Not only this church was
lost, but several others in the course of time were lost, but
s sufficient number kept the ‘“Faith once delivered to the
saints” that a steady increase has prevailed throughout the
years.

Those who are called Free Will Baptists in North Caro-
lina were first called by this name by those who opposed
the doctrine of “Freedom of the will”. The same thing was
true in the north with the Rev. Benjamin Randall and his
followers, whose church was organized at New Durham,
N. H., in the year of 1780. The name was later adopted by
the believers in “Salvation by Grace through Faith”, who
preached freedom of the will.

Among these believers it was deemed wise to set forth
certain outstanding fundamental doctrines as believed by
the denominations. In several of the states there were book-
lets published setting forth the “Articles of Faith”. Many
of the Disciplines set forth had different ways of doing
things, while the fundamental doctrine was the same in all.
These Disciplines and the Articles of Faith set forth the
fact that “these were set forth for the convenience” with
the solemn declaration that ‘“the Bible in infallible” and in
every instance it was plainly set forth that “We believe
the whole Scriptures to be the word of God”.

In the year 1985, at Cofer’s Chapel, Nashville, Tenn., a
committee was elected for the purpose of formulating, by
way of a revision, a treatise out of the various Disciplines
and former Treatise, to be used in Free Will Baptist
churches. This committee was composed of the following
ministers, namely: J. C. Griffin, chairman; and Winford
Davis, E. B. Joyner, J. S. Frederick, E. E. Morris, W. B.
Davenport, Millard Vanhoose, C. B. Thompson, and Ralph
Staten, with two laymen, M. L. Morris and Hubert Post.
This committee worked for several hours and then report-
red. A motion was carried that the report be accepted. In
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the year 1947, while the National Association was in ses-
sion at Highland Park, F.W.B. Church in Detroit, Michigan,
a resolntion was passed in which several members of ‘the
General Board of the National Association and one member
from each afliliated state convention or association was :to
meet and revise the Treatise and report at the next session
of the National Association. This committee, composed of
the following. ministers, namely: J. L. Welch, chairman; R.
B. Crawford, J. C. Griffin, J. F. Miller, K. V. Shutes, I. S.
Vanhoose, L, A. Holliday, I. W.. Yandall,: M. L. Sutton,
Ralph Staten, Harry Beatty, - H.:E. Willis, Floyd Cherry,
R. N. Hinnant, Seldon Bullard, C. H. Curry and J. A. Lam-
bert met at Cofer’s Chapel in Nashville,” Tenn., in April
and the revision was. made and presented to the National
Association in session in the Pocahontas Free Will Baptist
Church, Pocahontas, Arkansas, July, 1948, and was adopted.

CHURCH COVENANT

HAVING GIVEN  ourselves to God by faith in Christ,
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and
practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will
of God in this solemn covenant. .

We promise by His grace. to love and obey Him in all
things, to avoid all appearance of cvil, to abstain from all
sinful amusements and  unholy conformity to the world,
from all sanctions of the use and sale of intoxicating hever-
ages, and to “provide things honest in  the sight of all
men”’,

We agree faithfully to diseharge our obligations in refer-
cnce to the study of the Scriptures, secret praver, family
devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial. faith and
good works endeavor to “grow in grace and the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ”.

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together
for church conferences; publie worship, and the observance
of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according
to our ability for the support of = the church, of its poor,
and all benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admoniton and reproof
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en-
deavoring to “kecp the unity of the spirit” in the bonds of




peace; to be careful of one another’s happiness and repu-
tation, admonish the erring, and,  so far as we are able,
promote the suécess of the church and of the Gospel.

" We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it
our chief purpose in life to extend the influence of Christ
in society; constantly praying and toiling that the ngdom
of God may come and His \nll be done on earth as it isin
heaven. : :

" To this end, we agree to labm for the promotion of edu-
catlonal and denommatlonal entmprlses, the support of mis-
sions, the success of Sunday Schools and evangelistic ef-

“forts for the salvation of the world. And may the God of

peace sanctify us wholly and "preserve us blameless unto

_the commg of the Lord Jesus Chrlst



OFFICERS

J. Harold Kilgore. I\chemtm___f_;’__;'_“ I’ssévvillé Va.
Ben R. Powers, Asst. Moderator ____________ ‘Wise, Va,
Mr. and Mrs. L.-G. Ketron, Clerks__ Rt. 4, Coebum 'Va.
John S. Craft. Treasurer __.__ 704 Ky. Avc Nmton Va.
EXECUTIVE BOARD
iExp. of Office
Author C. Easterling, 'vae Va o’ Bo‘{541 _________ -1967
Tohn 8. Craft. Norton. Va.. ____._ ' _____._____ 1968
Denver Dean, Wise, Va.,, ____________________ 1969
WISE COUNTY EXECUTIVE BOARD. |
W. Harrison.-Norton, Va._._..____o ST 1967
Oqc.lr Sheppard, Pound. Va.____ e [ 1968
C. O. Bowman, Dungannon, Va. oo .. . ___ 1969
Delbert Boggs. Pound, Va._--;;;_-;..;;_»_i_;';;;;;;- 1970
. Homer, Bays, Coebum Va.: __;';__-_‘_‘;L_n;_\_':.‘;_; 1971
WISE COUNTY ORDAINING COUNCIL
Fddie Sturgill, Jenkins, KV.oo oo .. -__;_f___,1967
Hobert Addington, Wise, Vﬂ.-_;___'_;f'_;__;___;_:1968
Ralph Flannery, Dungannon, Va.L_________ ————— 1969
Shelby Jackson. Rt. 2. Coeburn, Va._________-____1970
C. L. Kilgore, Coeburn, Va. _,,________-___,__.;__ — :_1.97:1
LEE COUNTY EXECUT(VE BOARD -
Clarence Ramey, Jonesville, Va.: _;';;':;_;_,__;;1_1__ 1967
Frank Shoemaker, Penmngton Gap, Va.o__L.-.2. 1968
Raymond Baird, Jonesville, Va. ____;___;;;'__;-;3_ 1969
LEE COUNTY ORDAINING COUNCIL
L. H. Martin, Jonsville. Va. __.______.__ Il il 1967
Paul Penmngton ‘Pennington: Gap, V SR TR 1968
James E. Laney, RFD 1, \Vlse Va.___':_‘_;_;_'_';_"_;_ 196‘)
_ LEAGUE FIELD WORKER - =~
Mlss Rudme Kennedy, Norton, Va.____'______'_'_,‘”_:_’_ 1967

_ " ENROLLMENT-—-MINISTERS ¢ -
Robert Dlxon © Harold Kilgore =  Wade Powers

Ben Powers =~ " G. T. Francis * 'Ray Robinette -
C. L. Kilgore '~ ' 8. B. Culbertson ' J. V. Estept’
Sylvan Wilson® “John Craft ° ““Ray Davis

Dela Salyer.:’ : Denver Dean - ~-Casper Lane"

Jeff:Salyer - Ray Gogde 7~ Hobert Addmgton




" DEACONS
E. J. Kilgore A. C. Easterling.  Joe Sheppard

Wilton ‘Dail William A. Hall©~ W. A. Martin
Paul Akers . - Ben E. Lawson Clarence Ramey -
R : - Fred H. Smith ‘
DELEGATES - :

Raymond E.Bé.lrd Frankie Wainscott Roscoe Reynolds
Nora Reynolds ' Dorothy vagton Mary Powers

Martha Bentley Vida Baird - . Lola Sturgill
Pear] Smith Lakie Osborne Sylvia Robinette
Hogue Osborne Earl Byington. .. .. Mrs. Joe Sheppard
Stella Bates  * TFrank Brown ‘Fay Sams

PROGEEDING-S

‘ The association opened with'a short devotional. Sing-
ing was under the direction of Elder Ben Powers. Serip-
ture reading by Elder Harold Kilgore, 96th Psalms. Pray
er by Elder.Ray Robinette. A_.w_elcome,address was giv-
en by the pastor of Mt. Olive Church, Eld. G.T. Francis

The association was called to’ mder by the moderator
and business resumed as follmw ‘Enrollment of all dele-
gates as they appear jn these minutes. Elder Ben Pow-
ers was chosen as assistant modelator A few moments

of silent prayer was observed in memory of Elder W. B.
Galloway and Elder C. 'W. Noles.iReading’' of the min-
utes:of last Association were -accepted as read.  We
were glad to have corresponding:- messengers, Brother
and -sister Wilton Dail from the Tidewater Conference,

and Elder Monroe Hale from. Northern. Virginia Confer-
ence. By regular motion. oral" repor ts were accepted
from Tidewater and Northern Virginia conferences Lee
and Wise County Letters were: accepted as they appear
in these minutes. The association voted to ask the church
es to adopt the Free. Will Baptmt Hymnal .

By regular motion. an oral report given by  Elder
John Craft, League Field VmGer was accepted ‘Sister
Rudeen Kennedv was elected: League Field Worker..

Ministers’ reports were accepted.:as they appear in
these minutes. Elder S. B. Cnlbertson was refused a card
of good standing because of doctrine.-A written accusa-
tion that Elder Culbertson believed ,.in Eternal Security
was presented to the association: by -the Ministers’ Con-
ference: Elder Culbertson gzvas present and spoke briefly



to the association. He sald “f make no 1ssue of the fact

I'believe in Eternal Security.”  With - this ‘evidence at
hand, the majority of the delegates voted to ‘not give

Elder Culbertson a card of good standmg from South-
west Virginia Association -

'Eleven 'O’Clock

Singing under the direction of Elder" C L. Kilgore and
Sister Joy Rice. Prayer by Brother Wilton Dail; Messen-
ger, Elder John Craft; Scripture “reading: 143 Psalms,
Verse 5. Text: “Characterlstlcs of Old Time Christian
and Church” from which Eld. Craft brought a very time-
ly message. Fellowship serv1ce was enjoyed by all. Offer

ing received for Children’s Home $22 75 Benedlctlon by
Elder G. T. Francis. Gt

One O’ Clock

Smgmg was under the direction of Dlder Denver Dean
Scupture reading by Moderator. Prayer by Elder Ray
Goode. Brother Wilton Dail. gave a report on Home
Mission. By regular motion, this report was accepted.
Since Elder S. B. Culbertson did not receive a card of
good standnig, Elder Denver Dean was elected to: fill ‘his
unexplred term. Treasurer’s report was accepted ‘as it
appears in these minutes. Clerk was given permission to
put pictures in minutes. Treasurer given power to write
checks to cover the expense of the Association.” Seven
hundred (700) minutes to be printed. Reccommendation
to the Executive Board to retain all ofﬁcers as they ap-
pear in these minuteg accepted :

Elder C. L. Kilgore was selected to bung the message
at the next Association. In his absence, .Elder Eddie
Sturgill would bring the message. By regular motion,
the treasurer was-to receive $10.00 for his expense. Of-
fering. was received for the. Association ($4.75). Enough
money was voted from the treasury to make the offermg
for the Children’s Home fifty dollars ($50 00). De]e-
gates were ‘elected to the state assoclatlon, namely Mr.
and Mrs. A. C. Easterling, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Shepherd,
Mr. E. J. Kilgore, -Elder Della Salyers, Elder John
‘Craft and Elder Ray Goode. '

Conference  was-adjourned untll Saturday before the
third Sunday in May, 1967, when it will convene with
6




the Rock Lick Church in Lee County. - . L
The Fellowship Service was enJoyed by all Benedic-
tion by Elder Casper Lane.

GREETINGS: To the Southwest Virginia Association
of Freewill Baptists when convened with Mt. Olive
Church May 14, 1966, at Wise, Virginia.

‘We have chosen all .delegates . from our last confer-
ence. These we pray may sit with you and aid you in
your godly: work. Our standing is as follows:

Number of Churches - ____l. . _______________ 36
Church Membership ..___. e 1965
Members Received . .  ______________ 125
Members Deceased . _ - . _ o ____._ 26
Members Dismissed - ___________ 91
Number Sunday Schools _ ... __________ 36
Sunday School membership - ___________________ 2609
Number of Ordained Ministers ___ ____.________.__ 70
Number of Licientates SRS L R e 1
' DISBURSEM_ENTS
Pastor . __________ S U $11,978.00
Evangelistic Work .__.._____ i 3,978.58
Orphanage ___..___ S e e 1,297.48
Superannuation _ . ____________________ 314.86
Home Mission. - __z . 1,908.73
Foreign Missions .____._____ e meemmDmmmm 625.23
Literature and Publications . . ______ 1,218.75
Minute Fund enclosed - ______ .. 196.50

Done by order of the Wise C'ounty Quarterly Confer-
ence of Freewill Baptists while .in regular session with
Hopkins Chapel, April 9, 1966 - .

Moderatore ‘Rev. Ralph Flannery
.Rev, Eddie Sturgill
Clerks: L. G Ketron, Minnie Ketron

GREETINGS: To the: Southwest Virginia Assocmtlon
of Freewill Baptists when convened with Mt. Olive
Church May 14, 1966, at Wise, Virginia.

“We have chosen all delegates: from our last confer-
ence. These we pray may sit with you and aid you in
your godly work. Qur standing is as follows:

‘Number of churches 8, Church membership 374, Num-
Jber of Sunday Schools 8, S}Imday School membership 498,



T

Youth Leagues 1, League membershlp 49 * Ordained
ministers 5, Mmute fund enclosed $37.40.

Done by order of the Lee County Quzuterly Confer- -
ence of Freewill Baptists, while in regular sessmn with
the Rock Lick Church April 2, 1966..

Moderator Rev. Ray Dav1s
Clerk Mrs. Howard Salley

TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT
Received Wise County Quarterly Conference May

15, 196 e $197.50
Recelved Lee County Quarterly Conference May
' 15, 1965 30.00
TOTAL REC'D _ .. $227.50
DISBURSDMENTS , :
Leslie Ketron Clerk Postage and Manuscript_._ | 55 00
Virginia State Association for Minute Fund —__— - 50.00
G. T. Francis, for Moderator - ___.______ 10.00
Beverly’s Print Shop, printing minutes ________ :104 00
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS _______. e $219.00
Balance in Treasury May 14, 1966 __________ $  8.50

Respectfully submxtted John S. Craft, Treas

In Memory

REV CICERO W. NOLES

Departed this life March 21, 1966, at the age of 77
years. A member of the Indlan Creek Church and a re-

tnied coal mmer His plesence wxll be greatly mlssed by‘
al

.. BROTHER L. M. SALYER

Departed thls life Dec. 0 1964 after several weeks
of illness. He was a faithful husband and neighbor. His
delight was in helping others. He was not a member of
any church but was a frlgnd to all, and' continually:




helped me in my work. Hig faith in God and God’s
people sustained him through life. When he came to the
parting he said, ‘“All is well with my soul”. Our 58 years
here together were short, but in the great beyond it will
be forever. No one knows how I miss him but my loss
is Heaven's gain.

Submitted by his wife Mrs. Della Salyer.

REV. W. B. GALLOWAY

Was born May 21, 1895; departed this life Sept. 28,
1965. Services were held in the Oak Grove Church, Oct.
2, 1965, by Rev. Homer E. Willis and Rev. Sylvan Wil-
son. Rev. Galloway organized the Oak Grove Church
August 19, 1946, and was elected Sunday School Su-

perintendent on that date. He was elected pastor Octob-
er 1953. and held both pisitions until death.

MRS. BESSIE LUNSFORD FRANKLIN

Died June 7. 1965. Funeral services held at Wilson’s
Chapel, of which she had been a member for several
years. Rev. Harold Kilgore and the Rev. John Craft
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conducted the funeral services. She has been greatly
missed by the church, her children and many friends.

JACKSON (Jack) ARTHUR McGLOTHLIN

Deceased February 6. 1966, aged 57 years. Funeral
services were conducted at South Coeburn church by
Rev. Paul Harry Miller and Rev. W. E. Harrison.

Brother McGlothlin was baptized April 21, 1948, by
the late Rev. J. C. Rasnick. He united with Mary’s Chap-
el Freeewill church April 29, 1949, faithfully serving in
song, word and deed. At time of passing, he was clerk
and superintendent of the Sunday School. He was a mem
her of Coeburn Masonic Lodge A F & A M No. 97, and
Hugh Latham Lodge 107.1 O O F, Coeburn, and United
Commercial Travelers, Norton, Va..

We can sincerely say a singer, a great church worker
and a public servant has just gone home.
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- BY-LAWS

1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their absence, the
senior minister in years, shall call the association into con-
ference, and if a quorum is present, the moderator, or in
his absence, the assistant moderator shall take (‘harge and
if neither of them he present, the senior minister in years
shall act as moderator. :

2. Tt shall be the duty of the clerk to enroll the dele-
gates to the associntion, who shall present themselves with
proper evidence of their vights to seats therein. and those
enrolled by the clerk shall compose the association, In case
of questionable representation, however. the case under
question shall be referred-to the credential committee,

3. It shall be the duty of every body belonging to this
associaion to send a letter to every annual session of this
association reporting in the same its ‘spiritual condition, be-
nevolent work, and its statistics. Any body belonging to this
association which shall fail to represent itself for two sue-
cessive sessions may be dismissed from the association by a
two-thirds vote of all memhers present.

4. Each meeting shall be opened by reading a portion of
the Bible and with prayer, andshall be closed with prayer.

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present, ruling
of the moderator may be overruled.

6. This association may correspond by messenger or oth-
erwise with other religious bodies.:

7. This association shall sit with open doors except when
it shall go into a committee of the whole.

8. Any person not a member of this association may be
allowed to take part in its discussions by obtaining per-
mission from the moderator,

9 It shall be the duty of all members of the association
to be present ‘at the time appointed for cach meeting, and
anyone wishing to retire shall  first  obtain leave of the
moderator. o

10. No member shall absent himself from the association
during its meeting without first Aobtaining permission from
the moderator.

No person shall be allow ed :to nominate. more than
one member of any committee, provulcd the person nomin-
ated be elected.

2. The moderator shall not allow discussion when not



]

carried on in a Christian - spirit or when he thinks it will
cause discord or division. ’ o '

13. Anyone desiring to speak shall rise to his feet and
address the moderator by the appelation, “Brother Modera-
tor’””, but shall not speak further until recognized by the
moderator. Ce T e '

" 14. The *“‘yeas” and “nays” may be counted on any ques-
tion by rcquest of one- flfth of the members present.

15. No member of this aqqocn.xtlon shall be allowed to
speak more than' ten minntes nor twice ‘on the same sub-
ject without permission from the moderator.

16. Tt shall be the duty of the moderator to seat dele-
gates in a body in a designated section of the assembly
room at the beginning of each business session.

17. These by-laws may be altered or amended at any reg-
ular or ad30mncd session of this association by a two-
thirds vote of 'the members present

18. It 'shall " be the duty of evcry ‘minister who holds
membership in this nssocmtmn ‘to report in writing to cvery
annual mecting, of the association,” If _any minister fails to
report to the association for two successive sessions, he may
be dismissed from the msocmtlon bv two thirds 'of the mem-
bers prcscnt ‘ i

ART[CLES OF FAITH
1. THE BIBLE The Scrlptures of the Ol1d and \Tew Tes-

taments were given by the mspxratmn of God, and are. our

/infallible rule of faith and practice.
2. GOD. There is one living and true God, rev calcd in

nature as the Crcator, Preserver, and Rightecous Governor of
the universe; and in the. Scriptures as I‘athcr, Son, and
Holy Ghost. yet as one God, infinitely wise and ‘good whom
all mtelllgent creatures are quprcmelv to love e, adore and
obey... ' : T I

3. CHRI.ST Clmst is, God mamfe‘;t in tlle fl(u;h, in His
divinc nature truly God; in His human nature; truly man,
the mediator between God: and man, once ‘crucified. He is
now risen and glorified, and isourev cr—prcsent Saviour and
Lord. , X
4. THE HOLY SPIRIT The scrlptures assxgn to the Holy
spirit all the attributes of God. .

§. THE GOVERNMENT- OF GOD‘ God .exercises a wise
16:




and benevolent providence over all beings and all things by
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also
performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for,
as the highest welfare of man.requires.

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was crcated inno-
cent but by disobedience fell into a state of sinand con-
demnation. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature
of such tendencies that all who come to years of accounta-
bility sin and become guilty before God.

7. THE WORK OTF CHRIST. The Son of God by His
incarnation, life, suffering, death and resurrection affected
for all a redemption. from sin.that is full and free and is
the ground of salvation by f:\i’tvh.‘

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. Thc conditions of sal-
vation are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and
hearty renuciation of it: 2. Faith or the unreserved com-
mittal of ones self to Christ as Saviour and Lord with pur-
pose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God; 3.
Continuance in faith and obedience until death.

9. ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to
save all who should comply with the conditions of salvation.
Hence, by faith in Christ men become His elect.

10. TREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is free
and self-controlled, having power:-to yield to the influence
of the truth and the spirit, or to resist them and perish.

11. SALVATION TFREE. God desires the salvation of all,
The Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and
whosoever will may come and take of the water of lifc
freely. .

12. PERSEVERANCE. All  believers in Christ, who
through grace persevere in holiness to the end of life, have
promise of eternal salvation.

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism. or the immersion
of believers in water, and the LORD’S SUPPER are ordin-
ances to be perpetuated under the Gospel; FEET WASH-
ING, an ordinance teaching humility. of universal obligation,
and to be ministered to all true believers.

14. TITHING. God commanded tithes and offerings in
the Old Testament; Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Gospel
(Mat. 13:28), and the Apostlée Paul said, “Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay ‘by him in store

17
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as God hath prospered him” (I Cor. 16:2).

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 'The divine law re-
quires that one day in seven be set apart from secular em-
ployments and amusements for rest, worship, holy works and
activities, and for personal communion with God.

16, RESURECTION, JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRI-
BUTION. The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men
at the last day. They that have done good will ecome forth
to the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil un-
to the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked will “go

away in eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life”.
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