
MINUTES 
Thirty-Third Annual Session 

Of The 

Southwest Virginia 
Assc(iation 

-Of-

freewill Baptist 
Churches 

And 

Southwest Virginia Ministers• Conference 

Held With The 

CENTRAL FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Norton, Virginia 

May 17 

1969 
The next seHsion will eouYene "ith the 

Marthas Chapel Chureh, of Pound, Va., on 
Saturday lJefore the thfrd Runclay in }fay, 
1970, at 9:00 A. ::M. 



OFFICERS 
.. r. D. Kilgore, Moderator __________________ Pound, Va. 
·G. T. Francis, Asst. Moderator ____________ Pou~d, Va_. 
l\Ir. and Mrs. Leslie Ketron, Clerks __ Rt. 4, Coeburn, Va. 
Elmer Miner, Treasurer ______ Rfd No. 4, Coeburn, Va. 

Executive Board . 
Exp. of Office 

A. C. Easterling, Wise, Va. -------------------- 1970 
Ray Goode, \Vise, Va. _________ :_ _________________ 1971 
I. T. Stallard, Pound, Va. ---------------------- 1972 

Wisc County Executive Board 
Dayton Sluss, Dungannon, Va. --------------:---:- 1970 
Homer Bays, Rfd. No. l, Coeburn, Va·-"'--------- 1971 
Elmer lVIiner, Rfd. 1, Coeburn, Va. ______________ 1972 

· Hardin Brewer, Coeburn, Va. ------------------.. 1973 
Roy Kennedy, St.Paul Rt. 1--------------------- 1974 

Wise County Ordaining Council 
Shelby Jackson, Rt. 1, Coeburn, Va. ----'--------- 1970 
C. L. I{lilgore, Coeburn, Va. --------------------- 1971 
Eddie Sturgill, Jenkins, Ky. -------------------- 1972 
Hobert Addington, Wise, Va. _______________ :__;_ 1973 
Ralph Flannery, Dungannon, Va. --------------- 1974 

League Field Worker 
Paul Samms, Rt. 1, Wise, Va. ___________________ 1970 

ENROLLMENT 
MINISTERS 

Edgar Baltimore Hobert Addington Ray Goode 
C. B. Lane I. T. Stallard -J. D. Kilgore 
G. T. Francis Elmer Miner C. L. Kilgore 
Paul Leonard Jeff Salyer Della Salyer 
Thurman Mullins Tyler Tate Shelby Jackson 
C. B. Addington J. Harold Kilgore Denver Dean 

William Kilgore 

DEACONS 
A. C. Easterling E. J. Kilgore W. H. Dail 
Oscar Sheppard Homer Bays Bill Thompson 
C. W. Arney L. L. Arney R. B. Collier 
Paul Samms ·Danny Sturgill E. P. Edens 
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DELEGATES 

Gladys Flannery Roy Roberts 
Lalde Osborne H. l\·i. Osborne 
Fay S=uns ::\frs. R. B. Collier 
Wilma Nell Sturgill 

Christine Thompson 
Edd Carter 
Charlotte Ring 
J'une J'ackon 

PROCEEDINGS 
Nine O'clock 

The association opened with a short devotional, sing­
fog by the congregation. under the direction of Bro. 
Bi:U Thompson, with Sis. \Vilma Sturgill at the piano. 
Title, "I Feel Like Traveling On". Scripture reading 1st 
Thes. 5, 1-11 by clerk. Prayer was offered by Rev. I. T. 
Stallard, Song, "\Vhen \Ve All Get To Heaven". 

The clerk at this time introduced the moderator, Rev. 
C. L. Kilgore, who declared the association open for 
business, which proceeded as follows: 

The enrollment and seating of delegates, deacons and 
ministers as they appear in the enrollment. 

The reports from sister association were called for. 
Bro. \V. H. Dail peing present from the: Tidewater Asso­
ciiation, gave an oral report of the work there, which' 
was very much enjoyed by aH and unanimously accept­
et by the association. · 

The Rev. G. T. Francis volunteered to go to the Tide 
water Association. 

At this time messengers were chosen to the following 
associations: The Rev. Jeff Salyer to the John Wheeler 
Association; Bro. Oscar Sheppard to the John Thomas 
Association; the Rev. Elmer Miner to the Clinch Valley 
Association. -

Officers were elected, or retained as they appear on 
officer's page of these minutes. 

The recommendation ·carried from last year that min­
isters pastor only one chm,ih, was again brought to the 
flK>or, and after lengthy discussion by several persons, 
was unanimoosly approved by the association. 

Bro. \Vilton Dail, executive secretary and treasurer of· 
the Virginia State Home l\iission Board, gave a report 
of this work. al,so of the Virginia paper, unanimously ac~­

·-cepted by the association. 
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The ministersi repol'ts were tead and approved as 
they ap11ear on ministers' reporting. 

11 O'CLOCK 
The worship service was opened with hymn, Amazing 

Grace. Prayer offered by Rev. Edgar Baltim'ore. Special 
numbers were rendered in song by the Christian Cru-
5aders trio. 

Rev Hobart Addington, the speake1; of the hour, 'read 
from Luke 9, using for text Luke 9-58, from which he 
delivered a wonderfol message, enjoyed by all present. 

An offering was received for the Gi·eenville Home for 
children in the amount of $35.43. 

Rev. G. T. Francis asked a blessing for the offering 
nnd the food. Adjourned until 1 :30. 

1 :3.0 P. M. 

Special singing by the Christian Crt1Sader Trio. The 
moderator declared the association open for· business, 
wh:,eh reimmed as follows: 

The letter and report from Wise County Quarterly 
Conference read and approved as they appear in these 
minutes. 

The Superannuation report by Mrs'. L. M. Salyer, 
treasurer, read and approved as it appears in these min 
utes. 

The association teasurer, Rev. Elmer Miner's report 
accepted as it appears in these minutes. 

'l'he clerk was instructed to write an additional letter 
to the state assodation, notifying them that Rev. S. M. 
McFall has moved his membership from the bounds of 
this association, and recommend that Rev. Elmer Miner 
be elected as member of the superannuation board, fiill­
ing this vacancy. 

A discussion by several about the printing of the 
by-laws of the Ministers Conference, unanimously ap­
proved the same with recommendation that the confer­
ence send a donation to the association to help cover the 
cost of same. 

The question of who is moderator was brought to the 
floor by clerk, after much discussion the association un-
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an1mously agreed that: The moderator elected at each 
association shaU serve from the close of said association 
until the closing of next association. 

Messengers chosen to the State Association at Rich­
mond, Va., June 14, 1969: Bro. and Sis. Paul Samms, 
Bro. and Sis. Wahmn Mullins, Sis. Ralph Flannery, Sis. 
Kathy Flannery and Sis. Patty Flannery. 

The Executive Board recommended the next associa-
tion convene with Marthas Chapel, Pound, Va. 

The eleven o'clock speaker Rev. Edgar Baltimore 

To have 1000 minutes printed. 

The association approv-ed all recommendations. 

The association at this time adjourned until Saturday 
before the third Sunday in June, 1970. 

A rising vote of appreciation given to the Central 
Church for their kind hospitality during this seRsion. 

Benediction by Bro. E. J. Kilgore. 



. . 
NAMES AND ADDrtESSES OF l\IlNISTERS REPOltTlNG 

(All atltlresses ai·e Virginia unless stated otherwise}' 

Addington, Hobert 
Wisc, Va. 
'Ashworth, Howard 
2w Pinehurst Drv. 
Kingsport, Tenn, 
Bevins Jeff 
Wise, Va. 
Beroskey, Bernard 
Box 165, Norton Va. 
Crawford, Billy Ray 
Coeburn Va. 
Dotson, Carson 
ltt. 2, Wise, Va. 
Graham, U. L. 
mg Stone Gap, Va. 
Hall, Milam L. 
Ht. 1, Coeburn, Va. 
HoneycuU, Perry 
Norton, Va. 
Kennedy, Roy 
Rt. 2, St. Paul, Va. 
Kilgore, J. , Harold 
'Esserville, Va. 
Kiser, Willard 
llt. 2, Coeburn, Va. 
Leonard, Paul 
400 Woorlawn Ter. 
Norton, Va. 
Miner, Elmer 
Rt. 1 Box 166 
Coeburn, Va. 
Mullins, Hansford 
Wise. Va. 
Powers, ,D. R. 
Wise, Va. 
Ritchie, Glenn 
nt. Box 184 
Bristol, Te1m. 
Salyer, Della 
Norton, Va. 
Addison, C. B. 
Wise, Va. 

~all, S. R. 
.::,,, Cnanes, Va. 
,t;evins, Robert 
Wise, Va. 
Craiger, Roger 

:~tc. 2, Norton, Va. 
Dean, Denver 
Wise, Va. 
l!'lannery, Ralph 
Dungannon Va. 
Greear, J. T. 
.Norton, Va. 
Hicks, J', Leonard 
'flt. 2, St. Paul, Va. 
J::.ckson, S. H. 
Ht. 1, Coeburn, Va. 
Kilgore, C. L. 
Cobeurn, Va. 
Kilgore, Roy 
Nicklesville, Va. 
Lane, C. B. 
Rt. 2, Wise, Va. 
McFarland, Richard 
Eolia, Ky. 
Moore, Kermit 
17075 Sterling Blvd 
Sterling. Va. 
Mullins, Thurman 
Pound, Va. 
Powers, David 
Norton, Va. 
Robbin, Ethel 
Norton, Va. 
Salyer, Jeff 
Nicklesvillc, Va. 
Adkins, Hattie 
Manasses, Va. 
Baltimore, Edgar 
Dryden, Va. 
Blevins, Palmer 
Rt. 1, Coeburn, Va. 

Jess R. Cowden 
GlG ltoberts Ave. 
Norton, Va. 
Dixon:, Robert 
Rt. l, Big Stone Gap 
Francis, G. !I'. 
Pound, Va. 
Goode, Ray L. 
Wise, Va. 
Holmes, Theodore 
Keokee, Va. 
Jessi-, Vestus 
Norton, Va. 
Kilgore, J. D. 
Pound, Va. 
Kilgore, William 
Pound, Va. 
Laney, J, E. 
Rt. 1, Wise, Va. 
Maness, William 
Rt. 1, Box 21 
Big Stone Gap, Va. 
Mullins, Charlie 
Rt. 2, Pound, Va. 
Powers, Arnold 
Pound, Va. 
Ramey, J. L. 
242 12th St: S. E. 
Norton, Va. 
Rose, James 
Rt. 1, Box 411 
Coeburn, Va. 
Stallard, I. T. 
Pound, Va. 
Sturgill, Eddie 
Jenkins, Ky. 
Tate, Tyler 
St. Paul, Va. 
Sturgill, Fred 
Pound, Va. 
Summers, Garland 
St. Paul, Va. 
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Greetings: To the Southwest Virginia Association of 
Freewill Baptisui when convened with Central Church' 
of Norton, Va., May 17, 1969. ,ve have chosen all dele­
~atcs from our last conference as messengers. These, 
we l)ray, may sit with yon and aid you in your godly 
work. 

Our standing is as follows: 
Number of Churches _______________________ 37 
Church 1\fombership _______ ______________ 1928 
Rnnda:v ~chool 1\fombership ______________ 2404 
Numher Sunday Schoolf- ____________________ 36 
Number Youth Leagues ____________________ 15 
L<'Rl!lle Membership ______________________ 439 
Church 1'fomhers received __________________ 153 
1\fomhers DiRmissed ________________________ 63 
J\frmhm·s DPcm1se<l ________________________ 20 
O1·c1ninec1 Mini8tcrf- _________________________ 63 
TJcicntntPs ________________ ________________ 7 
1\fi.nute Fund EnclMcd __________________ !l,23136 

Done hv order of the Wise County Quarterly Confer-
Pnce of Freewill Bnptists while in regular session with 
Dnng-annon Church April 12. 1969. 

Moderators: Clerks: 
Rev. Ral.ph Flannery Leslie G. Ketron 
Rev. Elmei· Miner Anson Evans 

CTREETTNGS: To the Southwest Virginia Association 
of Freewill Baptists when convened with the Central . 
Church, Norton. Va .. May 17. 1969. ,ve herewith sub­
mit the following- report of the Southwest Virginia Min­
h:terial Association. 

MINISTERS' CONFERENCE REPORT 
The :Ministers' Conference convened on Friday night 

hcforc the second Sunday in April, 1969, at Esserville 
F·recwill Baptist church, Esserville, Va .. with 45 present 
in person and 5 reporting by letter. Number on roll, 62. 

OFFICERS 
Rev. G. T. Francis. Pres. Rev. Ben Powers, Vice Pres. 

Rev. C. L. Kilgore, Sec'y-Treas. 

Conduct Board 
Rev. J. D. Kilgore, 1969 
Rev. Casper Layne, 1970 
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Executive Committee 
Rev. G. T. Francis 
Rev. B. R. Powers 



Rev. Hobart Addington, 1971 Rev. C. L. Kilgore 
Rev. C. B. Addison, 1972 Rev. Ralph Flanary 
Hev. James E. Laney, 1973 Rev. I.,T. Stanard 

Balance in treasury beginning year __________ $111.50 
Received during year _________________ ;.:______ 102.64 

.. 214.1'1 
l,c~s disbursements during year --------.----- 106.17 

Balance in treasury end of year_ ___ ~~---,~~--- $107.97 

'l'hc minister's carch; were passed on by this confer­
ence nnd rccornrnetded to this association now in ses­
sion. 

Rev. G. T. Francis, P,rcs: 
Pound, Va. 
nev. C. L. Kilgore. Secy-Treas. 
Coeburn, Va. 24230 

TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT 
!">-18-fiS Bal. can·ied forward ________________ $ 17.19 
G-5-68 Rec'd \Vise Gounty Conference ________ 224.28. 
7-rn-G8 Rec'd Wise County Conference ________ 30.00 
11-26-GS Rec'd Wisc County Conference ______ 13.36 

Tot.al Recorded ________________ ;. __________ $284.83 
Total Disbursements ----------------------- 280.21 

5-17-6!) Balance in Treasury ----------------- 4.62 
DISBURSEMENTS 

G-10-fi8 Virginia State .Associati.on __ ..::.:...:. ____ :_ __ . 
6-J 0-68 Ben Powers Moderator _____________ _ 
fi-20-68 ·Elmer Miner, Treasurer ____________ _ 
7-2-68 Bevcd:v's Print Shop _________________ _ 
7 l !Ui8 LcslieKetron. Clerk (Manuscript) ___ _ 
] 1-26-G8 Crescent Priutery (Certificates) ___ _ 

50.00 
10.00 
10.00 

141.85 
55.00 
13.36 

'l'otal Disbursements ---------------------- $280.21 

Respectfully Submitted: Elmer Miner, Treasurer 

SUPERANNUATION ANNUAL REPORT 

Carried Forward From April, 1968 _______ .:.___ 370.69 
Receipts, John Wheeler Ass'n ________________ 32.31 
Wise County Churches ---------------------- 358.87 
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Friends ____ __ ______________ _______ ____ _____ .00 
Total Receipts _ __ _ _____ _ ________ _ _ $ 66.87 

Di::-bursements: ne,·. Ben Power· , Re,·. Charlie 
Mullin:-;, R e,·. On·ille O"Quinn and Rev. C. A. 
Robinette ____________________ ______ __ _ $37G.OO 

Postc1g-e and Expense~ ____ _ _________ __ ____ __ __ 10.00 
Total Disbursem ents ___ __ __ ____ __ _____ _ !P85.00 
Bal:111 cc 0 11 hand April. 196!) ____ ____ _____ $381.87 

l\'.fRS. L. 1VL SALYER. Treasurer 

IN MEMORY 
Till<: Ill':\'. IM)' Jt0Bll"i1'::l'TE 

Age 67, of Dig Stone Gap, Vir.r:i nia. A m ini ste,· for 27 yc,11· , anti w;,s 
us~ is~a nt pas tor of Dcckncr's Ch ·, pcl Church . 

J:EV. COVA A. ROnINErrF. 

Aisc 76, first elected clerk o( Wisc County Qu,1rlcrly Conrcrcucc o( 

il!,rccwill Baptis ts, serving 18 years ils such, also serv ing ;,g clerk of th<' 
,-,[,,l<' ;:,s~ocia tion for some tim . 

REV. UILl,Y. JOE DYKES 

A,,, 2<J. p ;1s tor of Dw1gannon Church , drowned while vainly allcmpt­
i ng to save hi · companions from !he sa me fate. 

nltOTJIF.lt J\IONROE DOTSON 
A ;!,<' 80, . 1111Lhy chool le ,cher ~ntl dc ,1 con in M t. Olive church. 

MIN 'IE t:VEL 'N l[ .'\J\IILTON 

/1 ;:c 71 , a faith.fol 111cmbcr oC 

St:ill ,,rd Memoria l Church. Surviv­

ed by her husband, N athan Hamil­

[011, four sons ~nd four dau~hlcrs, 

! li re sons having pr ceded her in 

d ea th. Al so survivin« ,, re twenty­

four grru1dchildrcn ru1d ten great­

.;rnndehildrcn . 
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\VILLl/\l\t ll/\S 'Ol\l 1.'0\\'El:S 

Age D:!, o[ Dungannon, Va., a 
(..,ithftil mcrnbcr of lhc Dunganno11 
Church. "Uncl e Dill", as he was 
known, w;>ti born in Dung,mnon. He 
was t.1e ];isl ~urvin;:: child of Dar­
inrla Powers ;ind ls;1.1c II.irtsock 
l'rmTr,, promincnl pioneer f.imilics 
of Southw1·.,t Virginia. Survivor!! 
inrlnrlr hi· wife, Eddio Lou Mc­
Pc,ir.,on Powers, Dungannon; one 
,on, L_vn H. Powers, Cleveland, 0 .. , 
one i:-randaughtcr, Miss Judy Pow­
c,r~; ~cv ral nieces and nephews. 

A :.:1· ::1; .Y1• ;11·s or Toledo, 0 .. ror-

1111Tl.1• or D1111g;in11on, Va. Ile had 
lw1·11 a c·on,cc•r;ilcd Chn.s:ian for 
11 .1·c• ,11·s I le ,111d hi• wife uni Lee. 

\\'ilh Si.,llard Mcmori .,l Church in , 
l!l(i'.', whnc he w ;,., a faithful work­
('f". ,·rr~r lal(•nlccl in so11~. He is 

,-,11-viv1·d hy his wife, Cl;,ra Blcvin, 
Price•. two ~ons, .Jimn1ic and Gcr­
;i]d Price, ;ind one chughtc1·, De~ 
lnri , Price. ;, II of Defiance, 0. His 
hthcr :111cl 1110:hcr. Mr. and Mrs. , 
E~r:i Price of Dungannon, and four 
brother!-' and four sisters. 

11 



VESTA (TOOD) DOTSON 

Was ·born March 6, 1901, passed 
,tway May 7. 1968. She was the wife 
of Rev. Carson Dotson and worked 
with him in his ministry, a mem­
ber of Stevens Chapel, a charter 
nicmber of the Ladies' Auxiliary. 

Funeral service was conducted at 
Steve11s, Chapel, with the Rev. Ed­
die Sturgill, Rev. Oscar Powers. 
Pallbearers were local ministers. 

She is survived ,by her husband, 
P.cv. Carson Dotson; three <laugh­
: crn, nine gr,mdchildren, and four 
;:reat-grandchildren, five sisters and 
0 11e broth r. 

"he w;is faithful in her service to 
Cod until death, .,nd left a good 
0 ;;1mple for her loved ones to fol­
l ow. She is lovingly missed by all 
,, ·ho knew her. So we can say a 
l\fother and dedicated Christian has gone home.-Proverb , :n-10. 

PREFACE 
For well over t,vo hundred years there has been a Bap-

1 i ~t people in the United States who preacheu and practic­
Prl. "Freedom of the ·will". A great many of lhe Baptists 
c, 111e from ,vales and Loudon to the eastern part of the 
I · nited States in the early settling of this country. Among 
l li e earliest records a"ailablc, we find the name of Paul 
1',1lrner, who preached and organized a church in Perquims, 
s ·ortl1 Carolina, in the yea1· 1727 Tl1is church was later 
l•Jst to the Cahinislic Baptists. Not only lhis church was 
I ost, but several others in the course of time were los t, but 
" sufficient number kept lhe "Faith once delivered to the 
'·" ints" that a steauy i11crcasc has prevailed throughout the 
_, . L' ars. 

Those who are called Free " 'ill Baptists ia North Caro­
li 11 a were first called by this name by those who opposed 
I lie doctrine of "Freedom of the will". The same thing was 
lrue in the north with the Rev. Benjamin Randall and his 
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followers, whose church ,vas organiz'ed· at New Durham, 
N. H., .in the year of 1780. The name wns .later adopted. by 
the believers in "Safration by Grace through l•'aith", who 
prcaehcd freedom of the will. . 

A 111011g; these believers it was deemed wise lo set forth 
l'erlain ~utstandi11g; fundamental doctrines as believed by 
the denominations; In se,·eral of the slates there were book­
lets published selling forth tl1c "Articles of Faith". Many 
of the -Disciplines set forth hacl different ways of doing 
things, while -the funclament.al doctrine. was the same in all. 
These Disciplines and the Articles of Faitl1 set forth the 
fact -thnt "these were set forth fo1· the con,·enience" with 
1 he solemn tleclaralion that "tlte lHble h~ infallible" and in 
CTCl',V instance il was plainly. 1.ct forth that "'Ve believe 
lhe.1d1ole Scriptures to he the wor1l of God". 

,In the yenr 1935, at Cofer's Chapel, Nashville, Tenn., a 
eommittee wns elected for the pm·pose of formulating, by 
wa;v of a redsion, a treatise ont of the various Disciplines 
nncl fo1·111cr 'l're;1lise, lo he used in Free ,vm ·Baptist 
churches. This committee wn.~ composed of the ~followinE!' 
ministers, 11amely: .T. C. 0l'iffin. chairma11; and ,Vinford 
DaYis, E: B. ,Toy

0

11er, J. S. Frcllc~ick, E. E. Morris_. ,v. B. 
Davenport, l\fillard Vanhoose. C. n. Thompson, and' Ralph 
Staten, with two laymen, .M. L. Morris and Hubnt Post. 
This commillec worked for 1,eYc1·al hours a11d then report­
rd. A motion was carried tl1at l11e report he accepted. In 
the year 1947, while the National Association was in sell­
.don at Hig-hl::111d Park, F.W.R. Chnrch in Detroit, Michigan, 
a resolution was passed in which sc,·eral members of the 
General Jloal'fl of the National Association and oi1e member 
from each affiliated state eo11"ention or association was to 
meet. and reYise the Treatise :md rpport at the next session 
of the National Associatio11. This committee, composed of 
the following- m1nislcl's, uamclY: .T. L. "'elch, chairman; R. 
B. C'ra wford; ,J. C. Griffin, .T. f'. l\Iiller, K. V. Shutes, F. S. 
Vanhoose, L, A. Holliday, I. "'· Yandall, l\L L. Sutton, 
Ralph Staten, Harry Beatty, H. E. Willis, Floyd Cherry, 
R. N. Hinnant, Seldon Bullard) C. H. Curry and J, A. Lam­
bert met at Cofer's Chapel in Nashville, Tenn., in April 
1md the reYision was made and presented to the National 
Association in session in the Pocahontas Free ,vm Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas, Arkansas, July, 1948, and was adopted. 
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. CHURCH COVENANT 

HAVING GIVEN ourselns to God by faith in Christ, 
and adopted the "'ord of Goel as our rule of faith and 
practice, we now gi\'c ourseh·es to one another by lhe will 
of God in this solemn co,·enant. 

·,ve promise hy His grace, lo lo,·e and obey Him in nll 
· things, to avoid all appearance of edl, lo nbstain from all 

~inful amusements and 'unhoh· confllt·mity to lhe world, 
from all sanctions of lhe use n11~l snlc nf intoxicating- bever­
ngcs, and to · "prodde things honest in the sight of all 
111e11". 

,ve agree failhfull~• to discharge our obligations in refer­
ence to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family 
devotions, a11d social worship; a11d hv self-denial. faith and 
good wori,s endeavor to·."g-row i11 gr;1cc and the ·knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, .Tesus Christ.". 

· "'c will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together 
for clnn·eh conferences; puhlic "·orship, and the obsen·ancc 
of the ordin,rnccs of the· Gospel, nor fail to pay accord in~ 
to our ahility for the support of the church, of its poor, 
oml all benevolent work. 

"' c ag1·ee to accept Christian admonitou and reproof 
,i-ith meekness, and· lo "·atch over one another in loYe, en-
1lea,'oring to "keep lhc unity of the spirit." in the homls of 
peace; to be careful of OIIC UlHlther's happine1>s and repu­
tation, admonish the erring, am], so far as we are ablc, 
Jirn111olc the success of the church llml of the C,ospcl. 

We will C\'crywhcre hold Chri:-ti1111 principle sacred aml 
('I, rislian ohligalh)ns and cnlcrpdscs supreme; countiug il 
our chief purpose in life lo cxl£'11d the influence of Christ 
i11 .socict;v; comtanlly prayiug nntl loiliug lhal the Kingdom 
11f God may come ancl His "·ill he 1lonc on earth :is it is in 
h.enn•11. · 

'l'o this c1llL we ag-rcc to labor for the promotion of ed11-
calio11al and denomi11alio1rnl cnterprbcs, tl1e support of mis­
sions, the success of Sunday Schools nnd cnmgelistic ef­
forts for the sah·atiou of. the world. And 11111v the God of 
peace sanctify us wholl~· 1111(1 presenc ns u·lamcle,;s unto 
the coming of the Lord J es11s Chdst. 

By, - LAWS 

1. The clerk or assif,tant clerk, or in their absence; the 
senior minister in years, shall call the association into con-
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ferenee, and it a quort1m 1s jhesent," the .inoderafo1•~ or fo" ' 
his absence, the· assistant moderator ·shall take 'charge·; and· 
if neither of them be present, the senior minister in• years 
shall act as moderator. 

2. It shall be the duty of the clerk to enroll··the ·dele- · 
gates to the association, who shall present themselves· with 
proper evidence of their· rights to seats therein, and· those.: 
enrolled by the clerk shall compose the ·association, In-case: 
of questionable repre.~entation, hoWe\'er; · i the <case .under 
question shall he referred to the credential committee.· 

a. It shall he the dnty of every bocly° helo~ging to this 
a.~,wcinion to .srnd n lette1· lo every annual_ session of this 
association reporting- in the same its spiritual coiulition, be­
nevolent work, aud its statistics. Any hocly helon·gii1g to· thiii ·· 
as.~ociation which shall fail to represent itself for ·two suc­
C'essive sessions may he 1lismi.~sr1l from the· association by a 
h\:o-thirds vote of all memhrrs present. · 

,J.. Rach meetinp: shall he opened by reacling .- a . portion_ i;f 
I he Ilihle and with prayer, :md shall he closed witli prayer_. 

5. Ily a two-thirds vole of all members present, ruling 
of the moderator may he overr11lecl. 

Ii. This association nuty correspond by messenger or oth­
t-rwis~ with other religious hodies. 

7. This association shall sit with open d~o1·~·except ,vhen 
it shall go into a committe.e of the whole. · ' 

8. Any person not a member of this associa.tion ma:y ·11e 
allowed to take part in its discnssions hy obtaining· per-
mission from the moderator. · 

9 It shall be the dnty of all members of the· association 
to lie 1wesent at the time appointed for each meeting, and 
anyone wishing to retire sl1all first obtain leave of the: 
moderator. 

10. No member shall absent himself from the associatiu,i 
during it.~ meeting without first obtaining .permission fro1~ 
the moderator. 

11. No person shall be allowed to nominate more than 
one member of any committee, provided the pe_rson nomin­
ated be elected. 

12. The moderator shall not allow discussion when not 
carried on in a Christinn spirit or when he thinks it will _ 
cause discord or division_. 

13._ ·Anyone desiring to speak shall rise ~~ ,his fe~t aid 
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address the moderator by the appeiation, "Brother Modera­
tor", but shall not speak further until recognized by the 
moderator. · · 

,. 

14. The "yeas" and "nays" may be counted on any ques­
tion by request of ~ne-fifth of the members present. 

I 5. No memher of this association shall be allowed to 
speak more than ten minutes nor twice on the same sub­
ject without permission from the moderator. 

16. It shall be the duty of the moderator to seat dele­
gates in a body in a designated section of the assembly 
room at the beginning of each business session. 

17. These by-laws may he altered or nmended at any reg­
ular or adjourned session of this association hy a two­
thirds vote of the members present. 
. I 8. It shall be the duty of every minister who holds 
membership in this association to report in writing to every 
annual meeting of the association. If any minister fail.'l to 
report to the :rnsoci11tion for two suecessive sessions, he may 
he dismissed from the association hy two-thirds of the mem­
ber.s present. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

I. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New Tes­
taments were given by the inspiration of God, and are our 
infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed in 
nature as the Creator, Preserver, ancl Righteous Governor of 
the universe; and in the Scripture.<; as I◄'ather, Son, and 
Holy Ghost_. yet as one God, infinitely wise and good wl10m 
all intelligent creatures arc supremely to love, arlore and 
obey. 

s. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in Hi!:! 
divine nalure truly God; in His human nature, truly man, 
the mediato1· between God and man, once crucified. He is 
now risen and glorified, and is our ever-present Saviour and 
Lord. 

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT. The sei-iptnres assign to the Holy 
spirit all the atll•ibules of God. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT Oil GOD. God exercises a wise 
and benevolent providence over all beings and all things by 
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also 
performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for, 
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ns the i1igliest weifnre of man requires. 
a. THE SINFULNESS OF l\fAN. 1\Ian was created inno­

cent ln,t by disobedience fell into a state , of siri and con­
demnation. His posterity, therefore; inherit a fallen nature 
of such tendencies that all who come . to yea rs of accounta-
bility sin and become guilty before God. · · · · 

7. THE WORK OF GHRIST. The Son of God by His 
incnr11nlion, life, suffering·, death ancl resurrection affected 
for all a redemption from sin t1rnt is full and free and is 
the ground of sah·ation hy faith. 

s. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions of sal­
vation are: I. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and 
hearty renuciation of it; 2. Faith or the unreserved com­
mittni of ones self to Christ as Sa dour and Lord with pur­
pose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of 
saving foitJ1 the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit; freed 
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child. of God; 3. 
Continuance in faith nnd obedience until death. 
' !), ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to 
save all who flhould comply with the conditions of salvation. 
Hence, by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will 'is free 
and self-controlled, having power to yield to the influence 
of the truth and the spirit, or to resist them and perish, 

11. SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all. 
The Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strh-es with all, and 
whosoever will may come ancl take of the water· of life 
freely. · ·-

12. PERSEVERANCE. All believers in Christ,.· who 
through grace persevere in holiness to the end of life,_ have 
promise of eternal salvation. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism, or the immersion 
of believers in water, and the LORD'S SUPPER are ordin­
ances to he perpetuated under the Gospel; FEET ,v ASH­
ING, an ol'dinance teaching humility, of universal obligation, 
arnl to he ministered to all true believers. 

B. TITHING. Goel commanded tithes and offerings in 
the Old Testament; Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Gospel 
(:Mat. 13 :23), 11ml the Apostle Paul said, "Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store 
as God hath prospered him" (I Cor. 16 :2). · 

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The divine law re-
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quires that one da~' in seven be set apart from secuiar eni· 
ployments and amnsements for rest, worship, holy works and 
activities, an1l for personal communion with God. 

lli. RESURECTION, .JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRI­
BUTION. The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men 
at the last day. They that have done good will come forth 
to the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil un­
to the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked will "go 
away in eter11al pnnishment, hut tl1e right.eons into eternal 
life". 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF 'l'IIE IVIINIS'l'El1S' CONFERENCE OF THE SOUTHWEST 

vmGINIA ASSOCIATION OF FREEWILL IlAPTIS1'S 

ARTICLE I-NAME: This organization shall be called the Minister:, 
Conference of the Southwest Virginia Association of Freewill Baptists. 

ARTICLE II-MEMBERSHIP: The membership of this Ministers' Con­
ference shall consist of ordained ministers in good standing who hold 
their membership in a Freewill Baptist Church within the Southwest 
Virginia Association area. This Association is to issue cards annually 
to all members in good standing. 

AHTICLE HI-FINANCE: This Ministers' Conference will be financed 
:by free-will offerings, which :will be received at each session of the 
conference. 

ARTICLE IV-PURPOSE: The purpose of this Conference to to pro­
mote unity and brotherly love; to promote the Gospel; to promote in­
telleclual and spiritual improvement, and to promote Exegetical, Doc­
frinical and Homoletical study of the Scriptures. 

Applicants for ministerial license must be qualified to preach the• 
Gospel according to the scripture, and must be able to read and write 
:md show a general willingness to grow in the ministry, and willing to 
:ihide by the by-laws and trJatise of the Freewill Baptist Church. 

ARTICLE V-OFFICERS: The officers of this conference shall b..­
Prcsidcnt, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer, these officers to b~ 
dected annually. 

ARTICLE VI-COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS: 
Section 1. Executive Committee: The Executive Committee shall ho 

composed of the President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and 
two (2) members elected from the floor. 

Section 2. Special Committees: Any special committee may be elect­
ed or appointed as needed. 
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St:etion 3. A Committee on Ministerial Conduct and Improvement: 
'J'hls committee shall be composed of five pastors, that have been in, 
good standing for five (5) previous years, elected by the body. Their 
ienn of office shall ba 1, 2, 3, 4 ;md 5 years. One new member to be 
-el,reted each year. 

ARTICLE VII-MEETINGS: The time of meeting of this Ministers' 
Conference shall be at 7:30 P. M. on Friday night preceding each 
Quarterly Conference. 

ARTICLE VIII-A11'lENDMENTS: This Constitution may be amended 
01· altered at any regular meeting of the l\finsters' Conference by a 
three-fourths vote of ministers present, provided the proposed amend­
ment or alteration -be presented in writing to the body at the last reg-
ular meeting. 

.. 
BY-L.\.WS 

1. Each meeting shall be opened with Scripture reading and prayer, 
• ar.d ,;hall be closed with prayer. 

2. Duties Of Officers: 
A. President: It shall be the duty of the President to call each meet­
ing to order, preside over all m€·etings, maintain proper Christian 
order and discipline in each meeting and to perform the various oth 
er duties relating to his office., 

B. Vice-President: It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to per~ 
form all the duties of the President in his absence. 

C. Secretary-Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treas~ 
urer to record minutes, maintain records, keep accurate account of 
all finances and to perform such other duties as pertaining to his 
office. It shall further be his duty to notify all ministers in this Con 
fereneoe of the time and place of each meeting three weeks in ad­
vance of the meeting. 

~- It , shall be the duty and responsibility of each minister to be pres­
ent at each meeting ifpossible. He may report by letter or person. 
Each minister must report by letter or person at least every four 
meetings to remain in good standing. 

,1. By a two-thirds vote of all ministers present, a ruling of the pres­
ident may be overuled. 

5. iL"'ly person not a member of' this Conference may 1be allowed to 
take part in its discussions by a majority vote of the body. 

U. The President s."1all not allow discussions when not carried on in a 
Christian .spirit, or when he thinks it will cause discord or division, 
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7. On any question of procedure ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER shal.i 
be final. ................... . 

8. No minister of this Con.ference shall be allowed to speak more than 
five (5) minutes or more than twice on the same subject without 
the permission of the President. 

O. Duties of the Various Committees: 
A, Executive Committee: It shall have the power to act in behalf of 
and for the Ministers Conference from one regular session to an­
other. Any action taken by the Executive Committee when Confer­
ence is not in session shall be reported in writing to the next reg­
lar Conference for its approval. 

',8. Committee on Ministerial Conduct and Improvement: 
It shall be the duty of this Committee to hear any appeals which 
may be, made to it by any minister appealing decisions of the Or­
daining Council. 

It shall be the duty of -this Committee to investigate unchristian 
conduct, Doctrine and Practices which are not in accord with the 
National Treatise of Free Will Baptists, and un-ethical Ministerial 
Practices or Policies. If this Committee deems it wise and expedienl 
they should present written charges against any minister who is un­
sound in Doctrine or Practices to the Southwest Virginia Ministers' 
Association. 

It .shall be the duty of this Committee, through every means at its 
disposal, to promote Ministerial improvement in the fields of Pastor­
al Care, Administration and Preaching. 
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