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The next session will convene with the Gla-
morgan Chapel Church of Wise, Va., on Sat-
urday before the third Sunday in May, 1971,
at 9:00 A. M.




OFFICERS

Hobert Addington, Moderator ——_____..___. Wise, Va.
Ray Goode, Asst. Moderator . __________ Wise, Va.
Anson Evans, Clerk ____________________ Coeburn, Va.
Elmer Miner, Asst. Clerk - ________ Coeburn, Va.
lmer Miner, Treasurer —_________ Rt. 1, Coeburn, Va.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Exp. of Office

Ray Goode, Wise, Va. - ____ ——- 1971
I T. Stallard, Pound, Va. . _______ 1972
Paul Sams, Wise, Va., ___________________ 1973
Wise County Executive Board
Homer Bays, Rt. 1, Coeburn, Va.________________ 1971
Elmer Miner, Rt. 1, Coeburn, Va. - _____________ 1972
Hardin Brewer, Rt. 2, Coeburn, Va.______________ 1973
Roy Kennedy, Rt. 1, St. Paul, Va.______ e 1974
Charlie Castle, Big Stone Gap, Va._____________ 1975
Wise County Ordaining Council
C. L. Kilgore, Coeburn, Va. ____________________ 1971
Eddie Sturgill, Jenkins, Ky. o 1972
Hobert Addington, Wise, Va. ___ . ___..___ 1973
Ralph Flannery, Dungannon, Va. . ___________ 1974
Denver Dean, Wise, Va. —_________..__________:_ 19756
League Field Worker
Paul Samms, Rt. 1, Wise, Va. ___________________ 1971
ENROLLMENT
MINISTERS

Hobert Addington =~ . Jim Cox

I. T. Stallard Elmer Miner

J. V. Estep J. D. Kilgore

Ray Goode Jeff Salyers

Denver Dean Hansford Mullins




_ DEACONS

‘Homer Bays Anson Evans
George Patrick Wilton Dail
Paul Sams '

: DELEGATES

August Adkins Lakie Osborne
Beulah Sheppard H. M. Osborne
Fay Sams Mrs. 1. T. Stallard

Lotus Hensley

PROCEEDINGS
Nine O’clock

The association opened with a short devotional, sing-
ing by the congregation under the direction of Bro.

Oscar Sheppard. Opening song, “The Unclouded Da&”.
Scripture reading Psalm 90:1 & 2. Prayer offered by
Rev. Jeff Salyers. Song, “Amazing Grace”.

The Moderator, Rev. J. D. Kilgore, took the chair and
declared the association open for business, and work be-
gan as follows: .

A moment of silent prayer in memory of Bro. Leslie
Ketron, who had served this association for many
years as clerk before God called him home. ,

A motion was made that Bro. Anson Evans be clerk
and Rev. Elmer Miner the assistant clerk, and it was’
unanimously approved by the association.

The enrollment and seating of ministers, deacons and
delegates as they appear in.the enrollment.

Brother Wilton H. Dail, representing Tidewater Con-
ference, gave a report on the work there, which was
very much enjoyed by all and unanimously accepted by
the association. : ‘

Rey. J. D. Kilgore and Rev. Ray Goode volunteered
to attend the Tidewater Association.

At this time messengers were chosen to the following
associatons: Rev. Ray Goode, Elmer Miner, Mr. and
Mrs. Oscar Sheppard to the John Thomas Association,
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which will convene with Meade’s Chapel on Friday and
Saturday before the 4th Sunday in September, Rev.Ray
Goode to the Clinch Valley Association on May 8-9,1971
 Delegates from the John Thomas Association, Milford
Craft and Jonah D. Wright, were welcomed.
The report of the association treasurer, Rev. Elmer

Miner, was read and approved as it appears in these
minutes.

Officers were elected, or retained, as they appear on
the officer’s page of these minutes.

The miniiters’ reports were read and those approved
as read appear in these minutes.

11 O’Clock

The worship service was opened with the hymn “I’
Going That Way”. Due to the absence of the scheduled
speaker, Rev. Edgar Baltimore, Rey. Jim Cox was the
speaker of the hour. Scripture reading Acts 2:42-47.
Prayer by Bro. Cox, and his text was “Formula For
Church Growth” from which he delivered a wonderful
megsage enjoyed by all present. Sang ‘“Farther Along”
and had a handshake.

A welcome was made by pastor, Rev. Ray Goode. Bro.
Wilton Dail gave the blessing for the food. Adjourned
until one o’clock.

One O'Clock

The afternoon business session opened with special
singing by the Martha Chapel S'ngers with “When I Get
Home”. Scripture reading, Acts 3:1-6. Prayer by Bro.
Ray Goode. The moderator - declared the association
open for business, which resumed as follows:

The letter and report from Wise County Quarterly
Conference read and approved as. they appear in these
minutes.

The report from the Southwest Virginia Ministers’
Conference was read and approved as it appears in
these minutes.
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The Superannuation report by Mrs. L. M. Salyer,
treasurer, read and approved as it appears in these min
utes.

‘The Executive Board recommended the next associa-
tion convene with Glamorgan Chapel, Wise, Va., on Sat-
urday before the 3rd Sunday in May.

The eleven o’clock speaker Rev. 1. T. Stallard.

Messengers chosen to the State Association at Marion,
Va., June 19, 20, 1970: Bro. and Sis. George Patrick,
Rro. Elmer Miner, Bro. and Sis. Paul Sams, and Bro.
“Hansford Mullins.

The association approved the printing of 1000 min.
vtes.

Bro. Wilton Dail, e\ecutlve secretary-treasurer of the
Virginia State Home Mission Board, gave a report of
this work. His revort was enjoyed by all and unani-
mously accepted bv the association.

" 'An offering of $34.62 was received for Bro. Jim Cox
who is plarning to go to Roanoke to establish a Free-
\v111 Baptast church there.

Unammouslv voted to adjourn until next apwvointed
time, unlesd especially called together by the moderator.

B]essm,q fOl‘ offering and benedlctlon by Bro. Hans-
ford Mullins.

Moderator, Rev. J. D. Kilgore Clerks, Anson Evans

Elmer Miner

GRI‘ETTN(‘§ To the Southwest Vir ginia Association

of ‘Freewill Baptists when convened with Martha’s

Chanel of Pound. Va.. Mav 16. 1970. We have chosen

all: delegates from our last conference as messengers.

These, we pray, may sit with you and aid you in your
god]v work Our standing is as follows:

_MNumber of churches ___________________ 37
" Church membership —_________________ 1935
Number of Sunday Scheols ______________ 37

» ~-Sunday School membership ____________ 2469
‘Number Youth Leagues ________________ 19
League membership _____ . ______________ 516



Church members received —__.____ e 158

Members dismissed - .. __ . __________ 69
Members deceased ____________________ 30
Ordained Ministers ___ . _______________ 66
Licientates ___.___________ ____________ . 3
DISBURSEMENTS
Pastors _____ __ _______ . ________ - $14,827.81
Evangelistic work —____ . __________ 6,346.48
Home for children ________________ 3,223.14
Superannuation _______..__ ________ 433.76
Home missions . _______________ 1,532.25
Foreign missions _________________ 931.42
Literature and publications ________ 3.211.79
Building and repairs ______________ 12,247.21
Minute fund enclosed ____________ 232.20

Done by order of the Wise County Quarterly Con-
ference of Freewill Baptists while in regular session
with West End Freewill Baptist Church of Big Stone
Gap, Va., Apnil 11, 1970.

Moderators: REV. RAY GOODE
REV. U. L. GRAHAM
Clerks:: ANSON EVANS
BUENA EVANS

GREETINGS: To the Southwest Virginia Association
of Freewill Baptist when convened with Martha’s Chap-
el, Pound,Va., May 16, 1970. We herewith submit the

following report of the Southwest Virginia Ministerial
Association.

Ministers Conference Report

The Southwest Virginia Ministerial Association con-
vened Friday night, April 10, 1970, at the Esseryille
Freewill Baptist Church, Esserville, Va., with 41 re-
porting in person and 12 by letter. Number on roll 64.

OFFICERS
Rev. G. T. Franeis . _______________ President
Rev Hobart Addington .. ___________ Vice President
Rev. C. L. Kilgore __________________ Sec’y-Treas.




MINISTER'S CONDUCT BOARD
Rev. Ralph Flanary 1970 Rev. James E. Laney 1973
Rey. Hobart Addington 1971 Rev. J. D. Kilgore 1974

Rev. C. B. Addison 1972

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Rev. G. T. Francis Rev. B. R. Powers
Rev. C. L. Kilgore Rev. Ralph Flanary
Rev. 1. T. Stallard

Balance in treasury beginning of year._______ $107.97

Receipts during year . ________ 84.56
192.53

Less Disbursements:

Flowers for deceased ministers .. ___ $20.80

Contributions on printing minutes _____ 25.00

Post cards and printing _______________ 18.59

Contribution to Superannuation Fund -- 80.00

Total disbursements during year —.___________ $144.39

Balance in treasury at end of year _______ e $ 48.14

The minister’s cards were read and passed on by the
Minsters’ Conference and recommended to this associa-
tion now in session.

Rev. G. T. Francis, President
Pound, Va. 24279

Revy. C. L. Kilgore, Sec’y-Treas.
Coeburn, Va, 24230

Treasurer’s Report

5-17-69 Balance carried forward _________ ——— 3 4.62
5-17-69 Rec’d Wise County Conference _._..___ 231.36
" 5-17-69 Children’s Home offering . ____________ 30.48
5-17-69 E. J. Kilgore, Sr. donation ——___________ 5.00
1-15-70 Ministers Conference donation ___._.____ 25.00
1-13-70 Rec’'d Wise County Quarterly Conf.__..__ 25.00
Total Recorded . _____.._ 321.46
-Total Disbursements _______________ . ____ 318.27
5-16-70 Balance in treasury ... ________ $ 3.19



DIISBURSEMENTS

5-17-69 L. G. Ketrons, Clerk (manuscript) -___ $ 55.00
5-17-69 C. L. Kilgore, Moderator ... __ ——- 10.00
5-17-69 FWB Home for children ______ . _____ 30.48
5-17-69 Virginia State Association _____._._____ 50.00
5-17-69 Elmer Miner, Treas, __ . ___________ 10.00
1-5-70 Beverly’s Print Shop - - ____ 162.79

Total Disbursements ________ ___________.__ $318.27

Respectfully submitted: ELMER MINER, Treas.

SUPERANNUATION REPORT
Carried forward from June 1, 1969 ___ 381.87
Receipts to May 4, 1970 _____________ 673.28

_ Total Receipts —___________________ - $1,055.15

Disbursements: Rev. Ben Powers, Rev. Charlie
Mullins, Rev. Orville O’Quinn, and Rev -

James A. Ramey __________________________ $880.00
Postage and expenses ___.________ __..________ 10.00
Total Disbursements __________________ -——- $890.00
BALANCE ON HAND May 4, 1970 __________ $165.15

MRS. L. M. SALYER, Treasurer
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IN MEMORY

BRO. WALKER HALL

Born Oct. 26, 1895, departed this
life May 25, 1968 at the age of T73.

Bro Hall in his christian life was
2 bass singer, trustee of Dry Fork
Church, of which he was a charter
member. He was a dedicated chris-
tian and great worker in his com-
munity, and will be missed by all
who knew him.

Funeral services were at Dry
Fork Church, conducted by Rev.
S. M. McFall and Rev. Shelby Jack
son.

REV. SHELBY JACKSON

Age 72 departed this life Nov. 18
1969. Rev. Jackson preached the
gospel for 36 years and traveled
many miles searching for lost
souls. He and his wife were mem-
bers of Central Church of Norton
and he was pastor of Dry Fork
Church and he was on the ordain-
ing council, a seat he had for
many years Rev. Jackson was lov-
ed greatly and we miss his pres-
ence. but we thank God for a hope
that we will meet again in a per-
fect place.

Funeral servires were held at

Centeral Church with Rev. W. E.

Harrison and Rev. C. L. Kilgore
conducting the service.

12



He was born August 18, 1892, de-
ceased May 13, 1969. He was a
member of Mt. View Church where
he preached his first sermon and
also the last sermon.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Margie Robinette. seven daughters,
two sons and five sisters, four bro-
thers, 47 grand-children 19
great-grandchildren.

He preached the gospel for 44

and

vears. He was the first elected
clerk of Wise County Quarterly
Conference of Freewill Baptists,

serving for 18 years, and he alsc
served as clerk of the state associ-
ation for some time.

He was faithful in his service to
God, and left a good example for
his loved ones to follow. He is lov-
ingly missed by all who knew him.

REV. COVEY A. ROBINETTE

NANCY JANE JACKSON

Nancy Jane Jackson, daughter of
the late Joeshua Hayes and Drusil-
la Webb Hayes. departed this life
December 9, 1969, at the age of 82

years.

She leaves to mourn her loss five
daughters, three sons, four broth-
ers, 22 grandchildren and 25 great-
grandchildren. She was a member
of Glady Fork Freewill Baptist
Church and was faithful until the
end. We feel like our loss is Heav-
en's gain.
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REV. WADE POWERS

At age 75, he had been a minis-
ter in the Freewill Baptist Church
for 42 years. He was ordained in
1928. He and his brother, Ben, trav-
eled many miles together and
preached the gospel and sang the
praises of God. Many souls were
led to God by his preaching.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Mary Powers, two daughters, five
sons, one step-daughter, four step-
sons, two sisters, one brother, 47
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren and many friends
who will miss him very much.

Funeral services were held in
the Indian Creek Freewill Baptist
Church on April 25, 1970, with the
Rev. Albert Dingus officiating. Bur
ial was in Collins-Gilliam Ceme-
tery.
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BROTHER LESLIE G. KETRON

BRO. LESLIE G. KETRON, age 54, departed this life Feb. 23.
1970. Brother Les had been in bad health for a long time, yet he and
his wife, Minnie Bell worked tirlessly together in God’s work. Born
Les served as deacon. songleader, music teacher and Sunday School
superintendent. At the time of his death he was clerk of the Wise
County Quarterly Conference and yearly association of the Free Will
Baptists. A office he and his wife held for twenty years. He was pre-
sented with a certificate of gratitude from his churches for the wonder
ful way he had practiced the teaching of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Oh, how we miss his voice in song, prayer and his touch of
comfort in time of trouble. Funeral services were held at Mary’s

Chapel, and conducted by Rev. Elmer Miner and Rev. Jimmy Lee
Meade,
15



PREFACE

For well over two hundred ycars there has been a Bap-
tist people in the United States who preached and practic-
ed “Ireedom of the Will”. A great many of the Baptists
came from Wales and London to the eastern part of the
United States in the early settling of this country. Among
the carliest records available, we find the name of Paul
Palmer, who preached and organized a church in Perquims,
North Carolina, in the year 1727  This church was later
lost to the Calvinistic Baptists. Not only this church was
lost, but several others in the course of time were lost, but
s sutlicient number kept the “Taith once delivered to the
saints” that a steady inercase has prevailed throughout the
vears.

Those who are called Tree Will Baptists in North Caro-
lina were first called by this name by those who opposed
the doctrine of “Freedom of the will”. The same thing was
true in the north with the Rev. Benjamin Randall and his
followers, whose church was organized at New Durham,
N. H., in the year of 1780. The name was later adopted by
the believers in “Salvation by Grace through Faith”, who
preached freedom of the will.

Among these believers it was deemed wise to set forth
certain outstanding fundamental doctrines as believed by
the denominations. In several of the states there were book-
lets published setting forth the “Articles of Faith”. Many
of the Disciplines set forth had different ways of doing
things, while the fundamental doctrine was the same in all.
These Disciplines and the Articles of Faith set forth the
fact that “these were set forth for the convenience” with
the solemn declaration that ‘“the Bible in infallible” andin
cvery instance it was plainly set forth that “We believe
the whole Scriptures to be the word of God”.

In the year 19385, at  Cofer’s Chapel, Nashville, Tenn., a
committee was elected for the purpose of formulating, by
way of a revision, a treatise out of the various Disciplines
and former Treatise, to be used in Free Will Baptist
churches. This committee was composed of the following
ministers, namely: J. C. Griffin, chairman; and Winford
Davis, E. B. Joyner. J. S. Frederick, E. E. Morris, W. B.
Davenport, Millard Vanhoose, C. B. Thompson, and Ralph
Staten, with two laymen, M. L. Morris and Hubert Post.
This committee worked for several hours and then report-
ed. A motion was carried that the report be accepted. In
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the year 1947, while the National Association was in ses-
sion at Highland Park, F.W.B. Church in Detroit, Michigan,
a resolution was passed in which several members of the
General Board of the National Association and one member
from each affiliated state convention or association was to
meet and revise the Treatise and report at the next session
of the National Association. This committee, composed of
the following ministers, namely: J. L. Welch, chairman; R.
B. Crawford, J. C. Griffin, J. I'. Miller, K. V. Shutes, F. S.
Vanhoose, L, A. Holliday, I. W. Yandall, M. L. Sutton,
Ralph Staten, Harry Beatty, H. E. Willis, Floyd Cherry,
R. N. Hinnant, Seldon Bullard, C. H. Curry and J. A. Lam-
bert met at Cofer’s Chapel in Nashville, Tenn., in April
and the revision was made and presented to the National
Association In session in the Pocahontas Free Will Baptist
Church, Pocahontas, Arkansas, July, 1948, and was adopted.

CHURCH COVENANT

HAVING GIVEN ourselves to God by faith in Christ,
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and
practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will
of God in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace, to love and obey Him in all
things, to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all
sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world,
from all sanctions of the use and sale of intoxicating bever-

ages, and to ‘provide things honest in the sight of all
men”’. ‘

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in refer-
¢ence to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family
devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial, faith and
good works endeavor to ‘“‘grow in grace and the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ”. .

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together
for church conferences; public worship, and the observance
of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according
to our ability for the support of the church, of its poor,
‘and all benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admoniton and reproof
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en-
deavoring to “keep the unity of the spirit” in the bonds of
peace; to be careful of one another’s happiness and repu-
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tation, admonish the - erring, and, so far as we are able,
promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it
our chief purpose in life to extend the influence of Christ
in society; constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom
of God may come and His will be done on earth as it isin
heaven.

To this end, we agree to labor for the promotion of edu-
cational and denominational enterprises, the support of mis-
sions, the success of Sunday Schools and evangelistic ef-
forts for the salvation of the world. And may the God of
peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

BY-LAWS

1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their absence, the
senior minister in years, shall call the association into con-
ference, and if 2 quorum is present, the moderator, or in
his absence, the assistant moderator shall take charge; and
if neither of them be present, the senior minister in years
shall act as moderator.

2. It shall be the dunty of the clerk to enroll the dele-
gates to the association, who shall present themselves with
proper evidence of their rights to seats therein, and those
enrolled by the clerk shall compose the association. In case
of questionable representation, however, the case under
question shall be referred to the credential committee.

3. It shall be the duty of every body belonging to this
associaion to send a letter to every annual session of this
association reporting in the same its spiritual condition, be-
nevolent work, and its statistics. Any body belonging to thiy
association which shall fail to represent itself for two suc-
cessive sessions may be dismissed from the association by a
two-thirds vote of all members present.

4. Fach meeting shall be opened by reading a portion of
the Bible and with prayer, and shall be closed with prayer.

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present, ruling
of the moderator may be overruled.

6. This association may correspond by messenger or oth-
erwise with other religious bodies.

7. This association shall sit with open doors except when
it shall go into a committee of the whole,
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8. Any peisoil iot 4 nmiember of this dssotiation may be
allowed to take part in its discussions by obtaining per-
mission from the moderator.

9 It shall be the duty of all members of the association
to be present at the time appointed for each meeting, and
anyone wishing to retire shall first obtain leave of the
moderator.

10. No member shall absent himself from the association
during its meeting without first obtaining permission from
the moderator.

11. No person shall be allowed to nominate more than
one member of any committee, provided the person nomin-
ated be elected.

12, The moderator shall not allow discussion when not
carried on in a Christian spirit or when he thinks it will
cause discord or division. »

18. Anyone desiring to speak shall rise to bis feet and
address the moderator by the appelation, ‘“Brother Modera-
tor”, but shall not speak further until recognized by the
moderator.

14. The “yeas” and ‘“‘nays” may be counted on any ques-
tion by request of one-fifth of the members present.

15. No member of this association shall be allowed to
speak more than ten minutes nor twice on the same sub-
ject without permission from the moderator.

16. It shall be the duty of the moderator to seat dele-
gates in a body in a designated section of the assembly
room at the beginning of each business session.

17. These by-laws may be altered or amended at any reg-
ular or adjourned session of this association by a two-
thirds vote of the members present.

18. It shall be the duty of every minister who holds
membership in this association to report in writing to every
annual meeting of the association. If any minister fails to
report to the association for two successive sessions, he may
be dismissed from the association by two-thirds of the mem-
bers present.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments were given by the inspiration of God, and are our
infallible rule of faith and practice.

2. GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed in
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nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of
the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good whom
all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, adore and
obey.

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His
divine nature truly God; in His human nature, truly man,
the mediator between God and man, once crucified. He is

now risen and glorified, and is our ever-present Saviour and
T.ord.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT. The scriptures assign to the Holy
spirit all the attributes of God.

5. THE GOVERNMENT OI GOD. God exercises a wise
and benevolent providence over all beings and all things by
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also
performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for,
as the highest welfare of man requires.

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created inno-
cent but by disobedience fell into a state of sinand con-
demnation. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature
of such tendencies that all who come to years of accounta-
bility sin and become guilty before God.

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His
incarnation, life, suffering, death and resurrection affected
for all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is
the ground of salvation by faith.

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions of sal-
vation are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and
hearty renuciation of it; 2. Iaith or the unreserved com-
mittal of ones self to Christ as Saviour and Lord with pur-
pose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed
from the dominion of sin and becomes a child of God; 3.
Continuance in faith and obedience until death.

9. ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to
save all who should comply with the conditions of salvation.
Hence, by faith in Christ men become His elect.

10. FTREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is free
and self-controlled, having power to yield to the influence
of the truth and the spirit, or to resist them and perish.

11. SALVATION TREE. God desires the salvation of all.
The Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and
whosoever will may come and take of the water of life
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12. PERSEVERANCE. All ‘helievers in Christ, who
through grace persevere in holiness to- the cnd of life, have
promise of eternal salvation.

18. GOSPETI, ORDINANCES. Baptism,. or theimmersion
of believers in water. and the LORD’S SUPPER are.ordin-
ances to be perpetuated nnder the Gospel; . FEET. WASH-
ING, an ordinance teaching humility. of univ rersal obhgatlon,
'md to be ministered to all truc believers. Cer

4. TITHING. God commanded tithes and offcuno‘q in
Hm Old Testament; Jesus Christ endorsed lt in the Goq]wl
(Mat. 18:23), and the Apostle Paul said,” Unml ‘the first
day of the week let every one of you lay bv'hlm in storc
as God hath prospered him” (I Cor. -16: ") ﬁ'”'“”

. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The dnme“ aw 1'6-
qmrcq that one day in seven be set 'xpmt from* qccular cm-
plm’ nents and amusements for rest. w omhm hnlv wor]\q and
activities, and for personal communion with God

16. RESURECTION. JUDGMENT AND FINAL RI TRI-
"BUTION. The Scriptures teach the vesurrection of :1]] _men
at the last day. Thev that have done good will come “forth
to the resnrrection of life. and thev that have done evil un-’
to the resurrcction of dammation: then the wicked will “go’
awav in cternal punishment, but the nrrhteonq mto eterna! :

life”.

CONSTITUTION AND BY.-LAWS

Of the Ministers’ Conference of The Southwest
Virginia Assocxatlon of Freewnll Baptxsts

ARTICLE I—NAME: This organization shall be called : the mesters
Conference of Southwest Virginia Association of Freewill Baptists.

ARTICLE I—MEMBERSHIP: The membership of this Ministers’ Con~
ference shall consist of ordained ministers in good standing . who hold
their membership in a Freewill Baptist Church within the Southwest
Virginia Association area. This association is to issue cards annually to
all members in good standing. .

ARTILE III—FINANCE: This Mmlsters Conference wxll be ﬁnanced

by free-will offerings, whxch will be recelved at each session of the
conference.

ARTICLE IV-—-PURPOSE The purpose of this conference is to pro-
mote unity and brotherly love; to promote the Gospel; to promote intel-
lectual and spiritual improvement. and to promote Exegetical. Doctrin-
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ical and Homoletical study of the scriptures.

Applicants for ministerial licenses must be qualified to preach the Gos
pel according to the scripture,’and must be able o read and write and
show a general willingness to grow in the ministry, and willing 1o
abide by the by-laws and treatise of the Freewill Baptist Church.

ARTICLE V—OFFICERS: The officers of this conference shall be
President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer, ‘the officers to be
‘elected annually. !

ARTICLE VI—COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS: '

Section 1. Executilve Committee: The Executive Committee shall be
composed of the President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and
two (2) members elected from the floor.

Section 2. Special Committees: Any special committee may be elected
or appointed as needed.

Section 3. A Committee on Ministerial Conduct and Improvement:
‘This Committee shall be composed of five pastors who have been in
‘good standing for five (5) previous years, elected by the body. Their
term of office shall be 1, 2, 3, 4, and five years One new member to be
elected each year.

ARTICLE VII-MEETINGS. The time of meetings of this Ministers’

‘Conference shall be at 7:30 P. M. on Friday night precedmg each Quar-
erly Conference.

ARTICLE VII—AMENDMENTS: This constitution may be amended
or altered at any regular meeting of the Ministers.. Conference by a
three-fourths vote of ministers present provided the proposed amend-
ment or alterations be presented in writing to the body at the last reg-
ular meetiing,

.

BY-LAWS

1. Each meetmg shall be opened with Seripture readmg and prayer and
shall be closed with prayer. ¢
2. Duties Of Officers:

‘). President: It shall be the duty of the president to call each meet-
"'ing to order, preside over all meetings, maintain proper Christian
order and discipline in each meeting and to perform the various other
duties relating to his office.

B. Vice President: It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to per-
form*all ‘the duties of the President in his absence,

C." Secretary-Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Teasurer
to record minutes, maintain records, keep accurate account of all fin-

-ances and fo perform such other duties as pertaining to his office. It
shall further be his duty to notify all ministers'in this Conference of
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the time and place of each meeting three weeks in advance of the
meeting.

8. It shall be the duty and responsibility of each minister to be pres-
ent at all meetings if possible. He may report by letter or in person.
Each minister musa report by letter or person at least every four
meetings to remain in good standing. ’

4. By a two-thirds vote of all ministers present, a ruling of the presi-

den{ may be overruled. i

5. Any person not a member of this conference may be allowed to

take part in its discussions by a majority vote of the body.
6. The President shall not allow discussions when not carried on in
a Christian spirit, or when he thinks it will cause discord or division.

7. On any question of procedure ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER . shall
be final. ! -

i
$. No minister of this conference shall be allowed to speak more than
five (5) minutes or more than twice on the same subject without the
, permissioni of the president. §
9. Duties of the Various Committees:
A. Executive Committee: It shall have the power to act in behalf of
and for the Ministeors Conference from one regular session to anoth-
er. Any action taken by the Executive Committee when Conference

is not in session shall be reported in writing to the next regular Con--
ference for its approval.

B. Committee on Ministerial Conduct and Improvement:

It shall be the duty of this committee to hear any appeals which

may be made to it by any minister appealing a decision of the Or~

daining Council. ‘

It shall be the duty of this committee to investigate unchristian con-
duct, Doctrine and Practices which are not in accord with the Nation-
al Treatise of Freewill Baptists, and un-ethical Ministerial Practices or
policies. If this committee deems it wise and expedient they should pre;
sent written charges against any minister who is unsound in Doctrine
or practices to the Southwest Virginia Ministers’ Association.

It shall be the duty of this Committee, through every means at its
disposal, to promote ministerial improvement in the fields of Pastorial
Care, Administration and Preaching.
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