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--:-.CONVENED WITH -
. . 

New Hope Ghurch, Dale Gounty, Alabama, Oct. 
. r ~·--

.·7th, 8th, and 9th, A. D., 1897 . 
. -

. 

OFFICERS: • . ' 

·. . \D. L. CHANDLER ..•....................... Moderator. ·. 
:.JEFFERSON D. STEPHENs, ........ ; ................ Clerk. 

• 

• 

I . . 
, G. L. LovE,-. ......... _/ ....... -.............. ~ ... Treasurer. 
I 

' 

•· • EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
R G. HATCHER,. J. G: .MILLER, J, M. CHANCE, 

J. W. H. SKETOE, .· L. w. GRIFFIN. 

The next· session of this Association will convene with 

• 

' -
Roc~{y Grove Chnrch, Jackson County, Florida, . 

on Thursday at 9 o'clock, before the Second 
Sund'ty in Octobet·. A. D. 1898. Loca­

. . ted about 5 . miles North East of· 
'"' <' 

·.- Greenwood, on Old Wire Road; 
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J• S. GARDNER'S JOB PRINT. 
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· · ·l , . · Pre •ceedi:t:1gs: 
· \ . . P~rsuant:.to adjournment,. the. Twelfth Annual Ses· ·. I. . • . . . • 

· sion of the State Line Freewill Baptist A>:sociation con-

\. 
' 

" 

. ' 

- : '·# I , • , 

vened with. New Hope .Church, Dale County, Ala., on · 
Thursday at ll o'clock, before the second Sunday in . Oc~ 

• 

• 
' .\ 

. . . ' 
tober, ~- D., 1897. ·•· .. · . ' 

. Intro~luctoi·yservices directedby ;Rev. G. L. ·Love, . 
from the lOth Chaptei·of the Actsof the· Apostles, and · 

i the fir.st clause of the 39. verse, followed ·by Rev.· J. A . . , . 

,' Robinson. · ·. . . · 
' 1 

. ;1 , After introductory exercises, the body vacated . until 
f tn;o p. m. for refre~hments., · . . . 
1 

THURSDAY 'AFTERNOON SES~ION. · 
!- • 
£' 

. 

.. ' 

• 

. . . . 

. · .. ·. According to announcement the body·. re-assE>:tpbled .·· 
in the church and in the absPnce of the former· Moderator . ' . 

the former Clerk opened the business· session ·by reading 
2nd P.hapter•o( Philippians, and singing hymn, "A Charge 
. to Keep) HaYe," after .which wa· humbled in divine sup- · 
plic.ltions with.Eld. D. L. Chandler; · ~ · ·· 

Tbe house was then temporarily organized by .elect- . 
ing Rev. J. I. H~tcher, Moderato_r· pro-t~m, afte~ which· 
business was dispatched in the following order, viz. . · 

Letters from the various churches were· called for~ 
handed in and read by Bros. H. · G. Green and R. G. 

' . ' . 

Hatcher, and their 6tate minuted. . · 
. The churches and delegates 'vere then enrollld as · 

follows: .. · ·· . . . 
·1. ·Oak Lawn-L. C. Messer, H. G. Green. 

- , ' ' 

· ~- Sil'-:,et' Rnn-Leande'i· Hiley. . 
· 3. Sol'ing Hill-L. W. Griffin, A. C. Mercer, ·A. Z. 

Culbreth. . · .. 
4: Hickot;y Grove-.J. T. Stephens, J .. w.· Rodge'r S, 

_ J offerson D. Stephens, R. G .. Hatcher, E T. Tindal. , . 
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5. Howard Grove-J. G. Miller, Jcshna Bowen, . · 
_,Teseph Miller, Mercus Bowen, Joseph Whitaker, Westley 
. Toler, .John B(H\;en, Willie Jordan. W. F. Hadney, E. R. 

Williams, W. L. Hhodes.. . · 
• 

6. Pittman Creek-R. Conner, W. B. Blalock, J. Justice, 
· . G. F1ml k. , . . 

. 7. Rocky G't·ove~J · C. Baxter, --W m. Roclgers, · 1V:. 
. . . , . - . . I 

C.,Thigpen,<Wm. Chumbley,~Thos. ··Ev~ns. ·'' , . 
· · .. · · _8. ,Pt~ospectc:-:J.!,w., Conner,.:w. ·-~V. CI~rk, tJ~ •:·W. 

. Hall, ,M. G.,~qwell, R ,.E. Hays,;F .. M.·t~~nirip. · · 
. 9. ; U n\on.Spring;-:-A.,. U. ·Justice. · · · 
10.' New Hope, Dale~ Co·-H. M. Matthews, :r .. ·l\L 

Kirldarid. · · . .. · · · 
. · 11. Frien,dship~J.,_M,,()h'ance:Wm.;Shields. 

.12. New Harmony-;-J. ;A. James, J .. G.• G~·anger. ·.· 
13. S~ringfield-E. Rabon, .J.A. Givens. . .. · . 
. 14. lNmv Pilgrirn-J. F.·-Thomus, ·Westley:Golden .. 
On motion, all were 1:eceh·ed, . wit)~ . the stipulation, 

that the d~leg~t~::. JV~o,_are.a]J,s~nt their .yac~tncies~nmy. be 
, sl'gr,}i~~-.~~}tl).m~rpbyrsJromJ~.e!r-.n~spe_ytiye,<J4tn:cqes. · · 

. · A,fter ~hicpth"e ~()dy~~.s;p~rman!~~~lYJlrg~nize~l \b,y 
el~ctiiig Eld.D. 1I,;.,qm~P,l,er, .l\iC!~er~t!Jr:~n~l ,,Jqff~rson rD. · 

--c~.- .-.-,, ... ·-,· ., • -•~ ··\:' .. : ' , 
St~pqens, 1Cler:k. . . . . · ... · · ·,. . 1 • . . 

(,, - '-•···' •.. ./.,,. . . . ' . - . I' 

; · · The MPq!'ll'"!lt~t:,,:.~!~er ~on~r>limeqti1lg the b{)dy. ,?~lied · 
·:for Pet.itionury Lett

1
ers; -~h,rs~ ;~ppl}cU;~~s jrccQiv.es} .. :U:s_ ,~ol~ 

}OWS VIZ: · I · . · · . 
"''' c ' • 

. . _:r:{ ~.w .ff.rWIOnY,, 8.P.I:in_g:fi_e1<],. ~p.d .N.e.\V .J~ilgi~i~. . . . 
On motion, .they ,were :receiyed, and the right ;hf'qd,()f 

,\:.1.-.- ~ ... _ -:-.·1·' ".,· ,--~ .\. ·-···- ,_., ••.••• -.- '•., ·' 

fello.m,hip ext~.r.ded to their <;lelegates, .first by ~l;le 1\iCld-
-- .l. 1-i. ~ .. \ . ,_. -,: ' .. · ,, .·. ·- ' .... ' '· ' . • .•.•.•• ' ' ,•, - ' • . 

era.tor, fol\9'\V,ed by t~e body. · ·. _ · · . · 
·~· ThfJ. various cornmittees 'Y,ere'.then. !,ippointed. us fol- · 

low.si .viz: · · · .· · . · · · · · · · ,,._, ,~-~·,,_ - ' - ' 

On i]ivine Ser·vices.:_Brethren J. M. Chance, ,J. W. 
Ccnner, H. M. Matthews. · 

.· ... 'J:.·--·····-'" . 

On Temperance-Brethren J .. I. Hutcper, · 'f_hos, E,._ 
ens, G. W .. Cherry. . . ' ·. · .· . . . , . . , 

•'' "' ,,_' . . 
On Finance-Brethren J. '\V. Rodgers, A, Z .. Cui-

br~ath, J. 1'. Stephens. . . 
' , , - - - . I -· • 

. On N ominutions . Brethren. R. .. •···'•···' -·' '' 
•. . ' ' . . . 

-

. i 

G,. Hatcher, M. J. 

' 
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• • 

' . 

I 
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' ' 

Howell/ .1: D.' Berry, ll: G: Green. . • 
· On Sngge;:;tions-Brethren G. W. Cherry~ Rufi1s Wil~ .. 

IiamR,. J. A. Hobin son, Jefferson D.·Stephens. · . , . · 
On Obituaries-' Brethren G. L>Love, F. M. Littnpp, .. 

' . - ' ' 

A; U. Jnstice. '" · · · " •' .·· .. -··;._ 
. 
• 

. . . • On Missions-'-Bretht·en :A~ C.·.l\Iercer,· J. B. ~Keirns, . . ' ' ' 

H. 'T 'l'"d ·1 ·· . . . •'~ . I fi • .' ' I . - - - . ' 

·. 0n 'Sltbbath::Schools_,_;_Br•ethrm~' ~J. '•T.':·Stepli 'hs, -'E •.. · · 
. Rabon, J. F. Thomas, J. A. Giveno. ' . . . . · \ . _ · 

'·On' Documents..:..Brethren· R'M.'·Ltimpp,'u.\ G:'Millei·, 
\ . ' . . 

· .• JoshualBowin, J .. JVHtttcher. · . · · .·· · • . . • .. . . 
' • ~' • ' •. h 'e' 

On Education-Bt·ethren -Jefferson .!. D. : Stephens, ·G. 
I - ' . ' 

Wr Chorry,' W.' w :'·Clark; :·J; .1\1) Chance. · ... · · .. · . . 
On motion, called the roll torascertitiri'vitcri.ncies . 

. 'Oa· motion, "rend .the.Decoram"6f the( AssOciation. . . 
I On motion. of :.J •. 1\.. Rohlns~n,· ad)cl~rn'ed, in oi.·der 'f~r 

the•eoa1mittees·to··prepm'e their 'i:eports,· arid also deferred 
- • ' ' # 

the c:llling of visiting brethren nntilm<kning. · · Adjotirnc<I 
• • 

to. meet FHday: morning atl 8:30 ·o'Clock. ·· . .. . ~ 
. . , FRIDAY MORNING SESSION. . .. . . . 

. . Accordingrto,previotis al"r~rige·m·ents; tlie 'body 1i'e'­
assembled, in the 'church, and was. called to order Hy 'if he 
Moderator, by 'reading' a portioh1b£ th'e '8th. 'Chttptcr ·of 

' •. , ,. i - .•. 

·Romans, und'singing hymu;·~'I'Lo\'e'Thy·Kin.gdbril Lord"."· 
after which we humblell in &ivine's11pplications 'with '1tev. ) · 
J, ·B. :Kerns. . r • 

/ Called ·for report on Divine Si:n;vic~s. 
We your committee on Divine Services beg Iea\r~ 'to 

subrnit'the ,following report, t<Hvit: On Ft:iday, pi:en:eh- . 
ing at 9a. m. by B:·o. J. B. Kearas followed :by ·Bro. J~ I.· 
Hatcher. At 11 a. ~1. preaching by Bro. 'G. \'v. Cherrv' 

' ' . _. . ' ' .... 

followed by Bro. J. D. BMry. Preaching tit 3 'p. m. 'by 
B•·o. J. A. Robinson followed by Bro. Thomas. Preaching 

' \ . . . . - -
- to7night at early· candte-light by Bro. J. B. Keirns follo\v-

I 

ed by Bro. D. L Chandler. ·On Saturdit};; preaci1ing' , 
· at 9 a m by Bro. G · L Love, folloiVe(l by Bro. G. W. 

. . . 
Cherry. Preaching at lla .. tri. by Bro. D.· L. Chandler 

' · followed by Bro J. B. Kearns, ' . 
. ' 

· · J. ·1\I, CHANCE. Chairman. · 
. ' 
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\ . ' 
, On motbn the rer;ort was received Ulld a loi)ted, and 
. . ' ' - ' . ' ' ' 

commttf,re <hsrhm·ged. . - I 

On motion called the roll and ascertnined vacancies.· 
. ' . 

Called for correspondents from . Sis.m· Associations· 
·. Two pi·esent from the South Eastern Association who. 
. ·,-comprise the following brethre!l, viz: Bi·o. Lock arid 
,§mith, and they were re0eived by extending them. the 

. ri~ht hand o:f'fellowship, first oy the Moderator followed 
by th<_!-b"ody. . · · • · .· · . .. , · ·. · · .· 
. Appointed correspondQnt's t<;~ Sister Associations. On · 
motion of J .. W. Conner that the l\lode;ator appoint the 
delegates to Sister :Associations .. ·. . . . · 

· Whereupon the Moderator, proceeded , to make the 
following appointments, to-wit: . 

To the South .Eastern-Brethren G. W. Cherry, Frank 
Thomas, .. J. M; 'Whiddon, 1\i: G. Howeil, Nealy Whittle. 

To the Martin-Brethren G. L. Love) . Rufus \\ il-. · 
Iiams, D. L. Chandler . 
. ·· · T~ the Ch~ttahoochee-,-Br~thren G. ·w. Cherry J. 

• • 
l: Hatcher. · ·· · • • . . 

· . After which the Moderator announced preaching. at · 
the arbor. · ' · .. 

·.On motion of A.. C. Mercer, renewed the call for cor-
/ \ . ' ' ' 

. respondents froi11 Sister Associations. Bro. W. 1\'[. Dun-
can, fro\llthe. Libel'ty, presented himself for recognitioi?, 

·whereupon on motion of Rev. G. W. Cherry, a .committe 
. / - ' ' 

of five retired to consult with Rev. W 1\I .. Duncan upon 
the property of his correspondence with the. State ·Line · 
Association. wliich committee comprised the. following 

· bt'ethren to-wit; H. G. Green, Bro. Rhodes,1G. L. Love, 
G. w.' Cherry and C . .M. '' hittle. , 

· Called for reports of the varions committees: 
1- "- -. ' ' ' • -. ' 

I ON. FINANCE. 

, We. your committee fln Finance beg lea~e to st~bmit 
the h lowing report, to-wit: · . . . 1 

· Recei ve<l for min ntes ....... : . ............ : ..... $ 14,70 ' 
· , Heceh'cd for Associationnl purposes.......... . . 13,50 · 

: . -,--: . -
. · Total. ..... · .... :. . . $ 28,20 

Re::;pectfully Submitted, J. \\'. HoDGERs, Chairman. 

/. 
•' 

. 

. ...., .... ·._ 
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· On motwn the report was received and adopted, and 
' ' committee discharged. 
~ : . •' 

. 

· ON NOMINATIONS. 

We~ your committee on ~Nominations, beg leave to 
. snbm.it the following report, to-wit: We find that ·there 
are three petitions for the ·next session of this. body. \Ve . 
recon1mend \that the next session convene with Rocky 

. Grove church, Jackson connty, Fla. Bro. ,G. 'N. Cherry 
to preach the introductqry sermon, followed by Bro. J. I. 

• 
Hatcher. . \V e suggest that the next session of this body 
convene on Thursday before the second Sunday 1n Oct. 

~ - ' {I 

at 9 o'clock, A. D., 1898. We suggestthat Bro. G. L. · 
Love write the next Circular Letter. · · 1 

· · · 

R. G. HATCHER, Chairman Committee. 
On motion the report was received and· adopted, and 

committee discharged. · ___ . ·, 

ON TEMPERANCE .. · 
. . 

We, your committee on Temperance, beg leave· to 
submit the following r!3port: ··· After carefuBy. examining 
the report on Temperance of the last Association, we. sub-, 
mit the same to you, a8king this body to let it stand as. it 
is. Respectfully Submitted, J. 1. HATCHER, Chairman. 

'I ', • - - . 

On motion the report was received and adopted,. and 

1 committee discharged. . · 

ON SUGGESTIONS. 
\ 

' .- -,. 

'\Ve, your committee on Suggestions, beg leave to 
submit the following report, to-wit: . · We suggest that · 
this Associaticm invite Sister Associations io unite with 
her in a general A~>:ociation to' bg held annually at . some 
designated time and place for the· pui·pose .. of promoting 
union and brotherly love in OP r d€mon1ination .. \Ve fnrth- ·. 
er suggest that all churches composing· the different As­
socintions be entitled, to one delegate 'each. \Ve; also, 

' . 

su_ggest that all preachers bring rt fnll statement of· their-· 
work at eac:h association. G. vV. CIItmRY, Chuirmf'n. 

. . . On motion the report was received and adopted, . and 
. comn1ittee discharged. . . 

' .· '· . 
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1 I ' ' .. 
. . ON OBITUARIES. ._,. 

• • 

We, yohr committee on Obituaries, beg leave to sn h- · 
In it the following report, to: wit: . :We .. find. five deaths ·. 

t , • I , , . • . . . . 

·.since.the last session of this Association, nnd .·we recom-
mend that their,obitnaries appeadnonrn~inntes .. · 

· · G' L LovE ·CLnl·.. . · __ _,. __ ,_,,,._ , ... ~ · ·_ .,._ -~ : _., ••. • . 
1 

-•, · 1Ju1 I_man. __ 
· . Ou motion the report was.rece~ved ·and adopted,· and 

committee .discharged. ·.. ' · · · • .... · . . . . . · . . \ . 
· ... On~motion,of Rev. G .. w .. Che_rry, read the obituary 

.. of R3Y. R.'.G •.. Hatcher.'.:: After, the:reading the'.body join-
. · cd in.singing:a portion of\ hymn, ''The old ship: of Zion,"·. 

after :Which. the. body bowed in prnyer;with· Rev. G:· W ~. 
·Cherry. 1 • · · • · .·.. · • . ;·: ~. ·.:,, , .. . . . . - . ' . . . . 

c . " ' ., .· · ·ON ·.MISSIONS. ·.· 
- . . . . 

, . ·We, your. committee on. Missions, beg leave to submit 
. the following report, t~-:wit: As we find.· :rio' .mcmeY' ·.on 
hand for missions, we~ .therefore, suggest that this: body· 
fall on some plan to mise'fnnds to pnt·a'missionary in the' 
field in~the canse·ofUhrist;. · A.,o.~MERCER,·<Chairman. 

· • iOn-motion the report was received and·, adopted and · 
committee discharged,·. ,, '. •:. > ' . ' . . . . .·. : . . ' .. 

On,motion Bro •. J.'W, H. :Sketoe, who was not a del-
. egate, was permitted to speakJon .the.subject· of Missions, ·. 

. . . b~fore the above repor.t was finally :adopted. , ; On motion. 
referyed back, and stated in the reception of the. commit- · 
· tees report. 1 'Received and Adopted." . 

. . · ON. SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
' ' - - ' ' 

. We, your committee on Sabbath ·Schools,· beg leave. 
to submitthe followingreport;to-,vit: Wetlearn tluit 5 · 
Sunday Schools are .in operation. < We;· .. the 1;committee, 
beg leaye to say. t~at w~ regard the·· religious instrurtion'. 

. of our cnildr(m.ris second' only to tho, preaching of . God's 
word, and we in'sist th.1t all Of o,nr'churches go. to work 

- - ' . ' - . - . 
now to establish in each church ofthis 'Association a Sa b-

. - " . . . / ' ' ' ' - ' 

· \ bath School, because we are t<Y mise our children up to 
. know the commandments of onl' Lord~ · We,· your .com~· . . ' - . - \ 

. cittee, rec::n11mend the Freewill Baptist :Litmtnre to be · ·. 
... · : U>~ed in onr Hchonls. · •·· · .. · .. ·. J. T. STEPHENS, Chuil·man. . 

· ; ' ' .·~ ···On motion the report was received the adopted, · acd. 
. . i ~ ' •. - .· ' ' ' ' .. ' 

. · com nnttee discharged. . . 
• • 

•• ' . ) - • • . '. . 

• . . . . 

.. 

.. 
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· .. At this juncture a. query, arose,. "Shall we adjourn f()r 
preaching~" On motion continued business. · · 

. . . 

• ·· ON DOCUMENTS. 1 .· 
' . . ' 

\V'e, your committee on.Documents, beg leave to suh-

. ' " ·, 

. mit the following report; to-wit: · · We ask the Association 
. ' . ' ' 

to let the same litrature stand 'ts ·it is. '\V e ·also recom ·. 
. mend thht otn· churches use the· ~'M;u1!y's Choice Hymn 

' - ' ' •, ' . ' -

Book," pqblished by·the "Baptist Bo'ok Concern;"· Louis-
. ' ' ' . . \ ' 

v~lle, Ky. 'As to·areligious paperwe know nothing about 
one, hit we ask the' body to' discuss the 'paper. question, . 

. thatlthe b~dy may learn wher~ they might get one. 
· . ~: . ·- Respectfully-S_ubmitted;;F.·-1\L' LAMPP,'Chairman. 

On n?otion the report wao. received and adopte~,. and 
committee discharged. · .. · .· · . . . . . . , . . .. 

· .· ·'Cull~d-for:the report·ofth~:c'lmmittee on Rev. W. M., 
Dnnci:m. I Committee\was not.ready:to report, and risked',· 

. ' . 

for Jurther time; which; .on motion,·wasgranted ~ .· _ . ' · , 
. : - ' . ' -

' · · .. · ON EDUCATION; 
• • 

·· -· We, yoqr committee on ·E(lue:ition, beg leave to ,suo-
.. mit 'the fopowingreportJ to~ wit: • ··We ·believe educating 

the mind is very essential to t_Q.e future developn1ent, hap­
.. piness,• and progress ia life. ·It prepares men and .women . 

. . . . . ' . ·-

to better understand· the' word of God, rind to more rightly 
divide its teachings to dying m~n and. women. We insist 
thttt alto£ the members in this Association . avail. them-. 

· .· . selves, of every possible opportunity to elevate the literary 
standing of onr constittie!lts; and their children.· . And ln-. 

- . , . . 
~ · hor for the erection: of: a general . educational centre, 
· · wherein.onr p1:ea~he1;5 may qualify themselves to fil( their 

- • ! • • ' • - ' I . 

. · .. honored calling, ancl nlso to_ labor for · n denominational 
> or?;nn whrrein our.development may'~be made manifest to · 

' ' -' •' ., '- ' ' - ' ' ' 

the world; . · .·.· JEf'FERSON D. STEPHENs, Chairman. 
- I - , • ' . . , 

· . On· motion the report· was' received and. adopted,.· and 
committee dischargecL 1 , . · ·. · .. 

:• On motion atljou1·ned till half past 2 for preaching . 
-·. '' . '.. ' ."· . ' ' - ' 

and refreshments. - · · . --- ~ .,,· •'· .. 

• 

• 

!" <, -, 

,' ·-· 

.. -----·-

' .•.. FIUDAY AFTERNOON SE8SION. , 
.; Reassem blul in the church and joini.>d' the -Modem tor 
•.. ,J, -· . -

·'in singing hyma "At11 I a S:>ldier.· of' the cross." ·'After 

' . 
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which we humblecl ih divine supplicaiion ·with the Mod-
/ era tor. . . · ·· ,. · 

Called for Treasure:·'s report. · Repoi't us follo;ws: 
Heceived for minutes;. . . . . . . . . . . $ 12 20 · 

' 
Re<:eived for Associational purposes,' 10 85 ... 

' 
;__ __ _ 

. · Total ................ \ 23 05 . · 
/ ' . ,. I ' 

l'uid fm; printing' minutes .......... $ 13 05 
Paid Clerk for his Services.. . . . . . • 10 00 . 

' . _.....:-· 

.Balance on hand . . . . . . . . . . . • $ · 0 37 
' I . . 

On motion tLe report was received. · 

·Again ~a lied for the committee report on Rev. W. M: · 
Duncan.~ Report ll s follows: · . ' 

I , , . 

We the committee can~ot agree to receive correspon-. 
dents from the Liberty AssociatiOn, ,without proper'nc-. . ' 

knowleugements from the brethren that hitve been ·expell-, 

ed from this Association. · .. ···· H .. G. GREEN, Chairman. 
On motionthe report was received and adopted,. and 
. . ' 

committee discharged. . · . 
Pendin,g tpeadoption .ofthe above report, on motion,. 

·Bro. W. M Dimrmn was permitted to assume the .. floor · 
- - --- . ' . ,_ 

and during ·which time he rendered acknowledgements 
for his formm· conduct, w bile ·a nJCm ber of the ·State Line 
Association, and they .were received from him as a private 

' ·- . . 

brother. , . ··' ' · · < 
' . ' . ' ' . - ' ' ~ ( 

Called for the Circular Letter. -None presentecl~ Bro. 
Robert Hatcher; the one assigned to write it ·having died. 
On motion of Jefferson D. Stephen

1

s tbat Eld. D. L. Chan- r 
· dler prepare one for publicatian for this issue of the min­
utes. Amended by Rev. J. I. Hll:_tcher that Rev. J. B. 
Kearns prepare the letter for publication instead of Eld. 

· D L. ·Chandler. : , . . 
On motion' ofRe\"'. G. \Y~ Cherry read thelettGr ft·om 

Panther Cr·eck Church. ·· .'On. motion of Hev. G;; \W. 
Cherry tbnt •the Jeter be r.eeeived and a cmnm_ittee ap 
pointed to m£?et with Punther Cref,'k Church. Voted down. · 

On motion Bro. John Robinson is excused the remain-
der of the sC'ssion. ., 

On motion of Rev. G. \Y. Cl;crry 
Saturday momin_g a1 8:00 a· m. 

' . 

' 

. ': ' 

::.djonrned to meet 

. ' 

' 
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SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 
. . 

Acco:·ding tc previous arrangements the body re-us 
sembled in the church and joine<l the Modemtor in singing 
. 2 verses of hymn, "How finn a Foundntion." after which 
we humbled in prayer with Bro. ,J. F. Thomas. 1 

MISCELLANEous~ · · · 
The subject of missions was agnin considered, and af­

ter discus~ing the matter, the following brethren paid the 
amount set opposite theh· name:; for · the · pt·omotion of 
missionary work, viz:. · · ' 

J. A; Bowin ........ $0 501 E. Ra~a_n'........ .. . . , . 50 
J. W. Hall.......... . 25tH. T. Tmdal........ · 50 
J. A .. Givins ..... •:. 50i W. W. Clark .. : .... , . 40 
J. W. Rodgers .....• · 50•J. T. Stephens ...... · ·50 
-Joshua _Bowin...... 50 J. A. ·James ........ · 1 00 · 
D. L. Chandler.. . . . . 1 00 J. B. Kearns ....... ~ 50 
Jefferson D. Stephens 1 00 Z. B. Rabin........ 50. 
J. G. Miller .••..... · . 50 
J. M. Chance. . . . . . .. . ' 50 
J. W. Coriner....... . 50 . Total. •.••••• $ 9 65 · 

The folloatlng brethren pledged the amount set oppo­
site their names for millions, to be paid at ·the I) ext . ses~ 
sion of this body, viz:· · · 1. · · 

• 

J. A. Robinson ...... · $ "1 00 Thoma>~ Evens ..... . 
L. W. Griffin •... ,.. · 50 F. J .. Thomas ...... . 

·. J. W. Hall ... ;...... 1 00 T. M. Kirkland ..... . 
J. C. Thomas. . . . . . . 1 00 A. U. ,J u~:>tice ...... . 
W. B. Blalo0k ...... · · · 1 00 D. L. Chandler .....• · 

50 
1 00 
1 00 

50 
1 00 
1 00 A. C. Mercer~ ....... · 2 00 Jefferson D. Stephens 

. J. G. Miller .... :... · 50 · · ' · · 1 
--

Richard McGriff.. . . 1 00 . . Total. . . . . . . . l$12 50 
i 

- 1 ·.On motion, Bro. G, L: Love being sick, was excds3d 
• 

from preaching at 9 a. m. · 
On motion, Bro. J. C. Thomas filled Bro. G. L. 

_1 Lore's appointment, follcn~ed by Bro. J. B. Kearns.· 
· On motion of,Rev. John Robinson that we ,hear the 

• 

repat·t of the preachers on their years work. 
' . 

/ 

Heports as follows, viz: · 
• • 

. Brethren: I have beenpastorof Spring Hill Chmch 
for the past year. I have preached thit'ty-fom· sermons 

. as best I could. 1 have baptizecl ten, rest~ red eight, Sup-

• 
• • 
• 

I 
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erintende<l ;a §ablJath School nearly two quarters. 
I . . - . 

J; A. HoniNso:N. 
' In the year; 18fl7 I preached to three churches, I bap-

. tized twenty,-six, received iu the church. 46. and ·preached 
. ' / ' . 

72 sermons. · · · .· · G. W. CHERRY •. 
' ,, 

Thefollowing brethren gri.ve only a· verbal report, 
viz: 'G. L. Love, C. l\1. Whittle and D. L. Chandler, 

bn· motion of J': · M. Chance thU.t ·each · minister make 
out a report~ftheir work, and furnish the clerk with a 
,,.-·I' '• •·,· ' , --

mannscript, and that he have' them pnbiished in the min- . 
utes. On mot.ion of J. W .. Conner,· the ministers are·. 
reli~ved from acting on the Executive Committee. . 
. , Whei·eupi.m· the nwderator appointed ·the · following 

. ·······- -I' . , •. ,, 

brethren tQ compose the new ~xecutive. Committee, viz:· 
· · R G. Hatcher, J. G. Miller, J. M. Chance, J. W. H. 

:sketo and L. W: Griffin. 'I • · ' · • 

. . ' . , 
· On motion of Rev. .John Robinson that nny minister 

may have the avthority' where' there <tr'e' no c)ther minis-
• > .·"'1' 

. terirl pmyer, tofonn a prr;,bytery to organize churches. 
. . At this ju!l~~u~e ~be 1discnssion · ar<?~e ~s . to. whether 
the church members alone shall elect their Plstor or be as-·. 
sistedby tlior,e who are riot ~embe~·s. T~~. chair ruled 
th.ut each church isan independent .body; therefore ·has 
th,elight ~?: ~aJ: who' shall vote 'in the eh;9tion of a r;nstor . 

On n~otion of J. W •. Conner that we ) pay . our .clerk 
ten dollars. On motion of J., W .. Conner that we pay 

, renutinder, after payin'g clerk tim dollars,' to have min- · 
. 

1 
i1tes printed .. Amended by Rev .G. W. Cherry that the · 
clerli liuve the nPmber of minutes printed necessary, and 

. . ,, . . . . ·' ' ' ~ . - . . ' . 

then' dm w on the Treesurer. for ·an . amount· sufficient to . 
pay for thein. , • . , . ' 

Oa motion of A. C. Mercer that we t<:~ncler our henrt­
felt thanks 'to' this community for their kind hospitality 

· shown us during our stay· with them.· 
. . On motion of ·'· W. Conner adjourned, unci' will · meet 
with RocKY GrwvE Cntmcu, Jackson Connty, Flot"d::t ori 
Tbut·sday at 9:00 n. m. before the see.or.d Sn~dny in Oeto:: · · 
ber, A. D., 1897. • • 

JEFFEitSON D. STEPIIF.NS, . 

Clerk. 

' 

' \ 

D. L .. CHANDI"ER, 

·.Moderator. 
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. THE SINNEH QUESTION.· . . . 
• 

BY J. n. KEARNS. • 

"What must I do to be savcd.''-Acts 16-30. 
• 

· \V!J should guard against hasty reasoning and imma~ure conclusions· 
re~recting this important questions.· No man is competent to act as a 

. ' . 
juror in our civil or criminal courts who makes up his mind beforn the 
evide_n,.e has been given:. Neither is it proper to intelligently settle the 
question before us,_ until he has heard and considered all the Holy Spirit._ 
has said on the subject. . What is said in one place may . be modified by 
wlw.t.is said in another; hence the importance of bringing-together in one 

I . , , 

. ·view all the divme sayings touching this question. · 'Veread the follow-
ing scripture as imbracing every distinct thoi1ght c6i1tained in the New 
Testament on the question before· us. ·Believe on the Lord Jesus Ch~1st 
and thy shall be savedj Acts 16:32;. I~ Thou shalt confess' with thy , 
mouth the !-ord Jesus: and believe in thine heart that God has raised 

1 • Him from the dead, tnou· shalt be saved; Romans 10-9. He that believ-
. eth and is baptized shall be saved; Mark 16·16. Repent and be·. baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, ,. 
an;i ye shai 1 receive the gift of the holy Spirit; Acts 2:38. · 'l'hisi~duction -. · 
of passages shows the danger of relying exclusively on ·a single passage 
for~ full and complete answer to this importa~t question. One 'passage 
mentions nothing but faith as a conditi(Jn of salvation, or pardon, and · 

. another repentmce, and still anotbei:baptism. Now, '·to take the first 
passage by itself, and conclude that, that· salvation ·is· conditioned 'on 
faith alone, is tO reason hastily an<1 conclude rashly .. ?\"ot. only· SO but 
such conclusion would be a violation of the- plain ·teaching of G6d's · · 
word. The Lord says: By work·(or.obedience) a· man is justified, and 
not by faith only; James 2-21: ·.If it be objected .that the jailor to whom 
Pai1l'~aid "Bolieve on the Lcrd Jesus Ch~ist and thou shalt b~ sa.ved;.' · 

. ' . ' . ' ' ' 

did not have the other condition before him; and therefore could ·not 
have unde;·stood there contents to lutve been implied in what Paul said 
to him, the answer is at hancl. He had Paul present before him to 'tell· 

· the rest;· and . t)lis the apostle proceeded to do- wheq he preached to 
him the word of tho Lord·" 

. The L~rd Jesus, before ascending to the Father, gayP. the ~om mission 
to _his deciples to go and preach saying: Go ye into all the world and 

' ' . 
preach the gospel to every creature.. He that believeth and is baptized ' 

' ' ' , 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be dammed; Mark 16:15,16 
'l'his is the commission Ull'1er which we are preaching today, and it is the 
commission under which Peter was acting when he said: Repent ai1d be 
baptized every one of yon in the name of Jesus .Christ for the remission 
ofsins; Acts 2-58. See how beautiful this harmonizes with the com-

. mission. Convicted sinners propound tlus' gr<>at · question that we are 
now considering, and" he•e answered in the language just quoted. 
There is no obscurity in rhis JangungP, it is plain in itself, :wd when 

. viewed in the light of ;\lark. \6 16, it is very clear. 
, ' . I ' , , 

· Now, if you are bothered by the consideration that the Scripture 
·apparently dve different answers to the qu<>stinn before n", the solution 
of the dinlculy is ensy. If the answer expres,cs only faith, as in the case 
of the jailor, it was because he was an unbeliever and needPd first of all 
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• 

• 

to be brought to beiieve in t!1e Savior. For the Lor<l says: Without 
fait'1 it is imprssible to please God; Heb. 1Lil. 'If the answer expressed 
only repentance an<l baptism as in the case of Pentacost; it is because 

' ' ' ' . 
they were already believers, that conviction· ha<l already reached thdr 

' 
heart1 is evident from thP statemen,t of the text. When they heard this 
they were pierced to their heart; Acts 2·3?· If only b

1
aptism is expresse<l 

as in the case of Saul: Arise and be baptized; Acts 22 IG. It 1s because 
' 

he was a penitent believer. He had seen the Lord and for three days 
had been praying, pentitent believer, Ac•s 14:9-11. ·The believer was not 
told to believe, nor was 'the penitent believer either told 'to beliere or 
repent. 'l'he answer was suited to the condition of the person addreRsed. · 
Now by combining all these answers we get the full answer to the ques- ·. 
tion. What mu~t I do I to be saved?. T.he foregoing scriptures say: 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, repent of your sins, confess the 
Lord as YlJUr savior and be baptized into the name· of Jesus Christ, and 

. thou shalt be saved, in the apt lan~uage of Albert> Barnes ·~this is the 
complete divine arrangement in' order to the forgiveness of sins,'~ or, in 
order to salvation from past sms ••. ,'lhis is one· scripturally translated 

·from the kingdom of darkness in~o the kingdom of .God's dear son." 
·. Such obedience makes us simply ·'Christians" or • deciples of Christ" · 

.Acts 11-26, members uf the one body of which we read in the New Tes· 
/ ment. Now in conclusion sinner, won't you give your heart to God? to 

his service .. Make a surrenderofyourseU to "The Lord and to the wori 
of his grace." Look into the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the ·work, and. you shall be 
shall be blessed in your deeds. 

OBITUARIES. ' '. 
• • • L f • 

· Sacred to tine memory of our. bf-loved sister Hessie Loweary, who de­
parted this life January 19, 1897. She was a faithful member with us, . 
and was a n1ember with us five y'ears and about five months. · ·Her age 
was si ;teen years, eleven months and twenty-four days. 

It has pleased the Lord to remove from our midst our worthy Broth· 
er, Eligy Hall. He has been living a coosistent christian life-in the free· 
Wiil 1Baptist Church at Prospect for many years. He leaves a stricken 
companion and several <'hildren and grandchildren to mourn his Joss. 
1\Iay they strive to meet him 'in' Glory where there, will be no sorrow.· 
Diedin his 8ith year. ' 

Geneva County, Ala., Oct. 2nd, 1897.-This is to certify that sister 
. Nmcy Amerson \Vasa consistent member itl the. church at· Friendship, 
rn til she lost her mind, and was sent to the Asylum; there' she died. 

• 
.Age not known nor the day'of ner death. She dieq in the Asyluii1 <tn-
rlllg this year. 

We are pained,to chronic!? the death of onr,helavcd Brother Robcr,t 
Hatcher. · He was a most consistent, earne~t, ·and devotrd member of 
Hickory Grove Church He was a minister ofthe Gospel, and is sadly. 
missed in our midst. HeleavPs a family, an aged f~~ther, relativr·s ar;d 
many friends to mourn his departure.· Pence be t.o him. He was born 

, Oct 17th, 1854 Died June 20th, 1897. Age 42 years 8 months, an<l 3 
days 
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SERMONS PHEACHED AT THE ASSOCIATION. 
'l'he following -is a full list, nearly, of the sermons preached dnnng 

the Association, the name of the preachers otiiciating, together with the / •,. 

Seriptnal texts nsed by them; viz: Thnrsilay at 11 a m., preaching by 

• 

Hev. U. :,. Lovl', froin Ants 10 chapte1' and first clause of the 30~h ·verse 
follnwed by Hcv. J. A. Robinson. . . . 

Friday at 0 a. m preaching by Hcv. J. B. Kearns from I Cor. 1c. JOv. 
, At 11 a. m. preaching by Hcv. G. W. Cherry from Isaiah !l c. 6 v. follow· 

cd by Rev. James D. Barry. At 3 p. m. preaching by Hev. John Robin· . 
son from Prov. 22 c. 28 v. followed by Rev. C. J. Thomas. . At night, 

I ' - . 

IJreaching by Rev. J. B. Kearns from Matt.t5 c. 2 and 3vs. ·followed by 
ltcv. G L. Love. . 
' Saturday at 9 a: m, Preaching by Rev. C. J. Thomas from St. John . . . 
2 c. 16 v. followed by. R··v. J. B. Kearns. 

' STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIATION .. . . 
. . 

I 

Thll State Line Freewill Bapt1st Association was organized at .How· 
ard Grove Church, November 20th, 1886 .. 
Year. Moderator. Clerk. Church. No. 
1886. D. L. Chandler . Calvin Dykes Howard Grove • 440. 
1887 D: L. Chal1dler Calvin· Dykes Beulah 477. 
1888 R. l\I. Gray Calvin Dykes . l\laC"edonia 503. 
1HSU.. R. l\L Gray Calvin Dykes . Friendship 516. 
1800. R· l\! Gray Calvin DY..kes . ' Lovewood · 443. 
1891. Jt. l\I. Gray Calvin IJykes .Prospect , 339 . 
18021 R· l\1.' Gray Calvin Dykes Silver. Run 444. 
1893. J): L. Chandler . Jeff. D. Stephens Hickory Grove 450. 
18llt. · · R .• \!. Gray Jeff. D. Stephens Spring Hi!l 422, 
1895. D. L. Chandler Jeff. D. Stephens Pittman Creek 503, 
1896. Calvin Dykes Jeff. D. Stephens Howard Grove 568. 
1807. D. L. Chandler · ·Jeff. D. Stephens New Hope 653 . 

LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS & PosTOFFicEs. 
1. R l\1 Gray, Geneva, Goneva County, Alabama.· 
2 D L Chandler, Pansey, Henry County, Alabama~ 
3 Calvin Dykes Ashford, Hehry County, Alabama. 
3- J I Hatcher, Bascom, Jackson County, Florida: 
5. G L Love, Howard, Henry County, Alabama. 
6. B B Hollis, Newton; Dale County, Alabama . 
7. J D Sowell, Newton,,pale' County: Alabama . 

• 

' 

8. J B ~fills, Dothan, Henry County, Alabama. , . \ • l 

I 

9. G W Cherry, Dotliiin, Henry County, Alabama. 
10 .. 'V W Tremontana, Ennola, Alabama.· . 

· 11. Jordan Murdock, Ashlord, Henry County, Alabama .. 
12. C !If Whittle, Echo, Dale County, Alabama . 

I . . . 
13 . .fA Robinson, Crosby's, Heury County, Alabama. 
14. H G Wiggins,fDothan, Henry County, Alabama. 
15 . .Tamrs D. Berry, Eunola, Geneva County, Alabama. 
16 .. Elbert J Davis, Izngone, Holmes County, Florida. 

· 17. Jasper O .. 'l'homas, Clio, Henry County, Alahama. 
. 18. J B Kca rns, llt\SCOIN, Jackson Conn ty, Florida. 

• 

LICENTIATK 
, 1 F l\f Swails, 'Varwick, Geneva County, 

2. S IIunter, Columbia, Alabama. 
Alabama. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS . 
• 

1. Org:10ize. 
2, Call for letters from the diflerent churches. 
3· Elect Moderator and Clerk. . 
4· Invite visiting brethren to seats with us . 

• 5· · Call for petitionary letters. 
6,· Appoint committee, 
7· Call the roll and read the decorum. 

· 8. Call for Correspondents from sister Assoc~ations. 
g. Appoint correspondents to sister Associations. 
IOo Call for repG>rt of c'ammittee. . 
n. (Jail for circular letzer • 
t2. Call for Treasurer's report. · ~ 
13. Call· for miscellaneous bu5iness. 
14. Adjournment. ' 

' 

CONS'l'ITUTION. 

• 

• 

The Constitution of this Asseciation is as follows: · 

• 

Article I. This Association shall be composed of delegates,. annually sent from the 
churches based in it, 

Article II. The delegates from each church shall bear a letter signed by the Clerk of 
the church, ceftifying th.,e appointment, .. to which shall be subjoined a table statin.g the mem~ :-. . . -

,hers baptized, received by Ieuer, restored, dismissed, excluded, dead within the last Associ--
ntiona1 year~ the total me~be~ship and ord.ained and licensed ministers; the~ uame ot' the 
church and pastor,' and the time of their monthly meeting and the name of their nearest 
postoffice. 

. Article Ill. Any church wishing to become a memher of this body must bring a letter 
of dismission from some other orderly Association, ·or if it be a ~ewly constituted body, it . 
must send, by delegltion~ a letter st<iting theilame of th~ ministCr, by whom it ~as constitu-... , . 
ted, and if it is found to be sound, it shalt be received. 
, Article IV •. Each churc~ shall be entitled to tWo d<legates for the first twenty·five. 
members, and then one delegate for the fractional part of twenty-five. 

Article V •. It is expected that the churches composing.this body will senddelegatesand · 
contributions for minutes every sessioxl, and that no .church will.wirhdraw from the Associa-. 
ation without assigning a reason for the intended withdrawal. 1 i 

Article VI. The officers of this Association sh ali be a ·Moderator and Clerk. The· 
Moderator-shall preside over the bgdy and enforce the rules of the Constitution and Decorum 
bUt shall not- be allowed to. vote except in a case of 3 tie, on -any matter~-

. -- . . 
. ' Article VII. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to minute the proceedings of the. body 

ln session·, and tO supperintend the publication of the same, and to do such other writing per­
taining to the business of the body •. · ' . , 

. ' . ( 

Article VIII •. l'he Clerk shall, also, preserve a ·file ol Minutes of ·the Association, 
. which he shall deliver to his succ~sser when be goes out of office. : -
\ · Article IX. This Associetion shall meet annu!llly, according to adjournment, -and 
sh~ll have pOwer to transact all business pertaining to the general good Of this body. _ 

\ . . .. 
Article V. The Constitution and, also, the, Decorum of the Association may be al-

tered or amended during any session of the body by a vote of two· thirds of the delegates 

present. 

DECORUM OF THE ASSOOfATION . 
• 

Article t. It shall be the duty of the Moder3tor to pro• ide over the deliberation• of the 
body in session, preserve order, submit motions, or ·other matters.- He m~y have·. the saffie·. 

. . . 
right of speech as any other member, ·proyided the chair be occupied, but is- not._ allowed to 
vote' except the body be equally divided, in ~hich case he shall cast the deciding vote·~ . 

Article 2, The Treasur.! r shall keep a .correct account of all the money coining into his. 
hand:., as the m:lnncr in which it is disburSed.·. He s h:11l only pay out money upon the mdcr 
Of the Association of :1ll funds receivCd ~and disbursed by him, shOwing the bahncc, ·if any, 
on hand. • 

' 



i 

Article 3· . Every motion made and seconded shalt come under the notice of the body . 
unless withdrawn. 

' 
.Article'4· ·The As~ociation shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

' Article 5· The Moderator and Clerk shall be elected by ballot annually. , , 
Article 6. ·Only one Person shall be allowed to speak at the same time, am~ said speak­

) er sh~ll first address the· Moderator, and shall not be interupted while. speaking, except by 
. the Moderator. ' ' 

. Article 7• T?e names of delegates shall be enrolled. and called as often as the bodf 
may deem proper. . - _ ..- , , . · 

Article 8. The Moderator shall not Interrupt the speaker while speaking, unless he. 
departs from the subject in debate. ~ 

• Article 9· An officers shaH be elected by baHot, except the Executive Committee •. It 
shaH be appointed. . 

Article to •. If newly constituted churches, or others desire to be admitted into· this 
, I , , 

union, theY petition by letters and delegates, and if ~ound upon examination to be :orthodox 
. and orderly, they shall be received by the Association, and such reception shaH be mani· 

• • 

fested by giving the right hand of fellowship. · · · · ' 
. ' . 

Article tt. The pastors of each church shall have power to form a Presbytery and or· 
dain deaCo~s for the ehurch, also· to examine preachers who may apply for such,· .al"o to 

' . . 
examine ordained ministers who make application to our order, and 'if foun,d sound, shall be 
set .apart in ranks, but not to be Ie-ordained. -. -· · · -. . 

Article 12. We, thetefore, resolve that no church nor minister shall be received in\O this 
As.~ociation that refuse· to comply with the ordinances that is given us in the gospel, this 
decorum may be a\tere•1 or amended as the body may see proper. : 

i ' 

CHURCH .DECORUM .. 
i ' 

' 
t. The chu.rch may choose a pastor annually, at the last regular conference in the As­

sOciational year, or, Uthey prder it, may· choose a p:istor for an indefinate length of time 'to 
continue from year to year, so -long as he may de~m it propei-.to keep up the connection. 

2. '\Vh~n it beCOmes necessary, a pas tor m:iy be ~h osen· at any other time; but ·if the 
' - ' . ' 

choice be made at a special conference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting ol 
the church. 

I ' , • 

3• The pastor shall be the Moderator· of the church, but when be is absent, or does not 
·sit as moderator~ being present, some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

' ' ! ' 

4<> 'There shall be two or more deacons in the church,· whose duty it shall-.be to superin- .. . - \ ' ' ' 

tend the collection and disbursement of all contributions made by the' church for the pastor .. ~ . 
etc., and to distribute the bread and Wine in the admini.o;tration of the Lord's Supper. ·. 

• - • - , I , " 

5· The deacons shall also take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to partake 
' . . 

of the Lord's Suppe~~ and endeavOr to ascertain the cause, that the same tpay be_ laid- before 
the church, in conference, if :riecessary, 

6. Some sui table member shall be appointed Clerk, and it shall be. his duty to do all 
recording and other writin-g pertaining to tho busineSs of the churc:R·, and to preserve a me of 

· the minutes of the A:ssociation. . · . . 
' ' ' - ' A 

7• \Vhen a new Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc,, belonging to.the Clerk, 
shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor •. 

- 8. - \VheD. the chutrch deelns ~t necessary, .a committee of not less. than-three male mem· 
_.hers, well acquainted with business; shall be appOiO:ted whose business it shall be tO give 

advice to brethren who apply t'o them relat.ive to Cases Of dealing,· etc., _wit_h the church. 
9• The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, embracing Saturday and the 

Lord's day followinff, the first of which shall be the regular tirrie of confelence. , . 
xo. lt shall be the duty of every member, ffiale and female·. to attend each Conference\ 

' ' . ' ' ' . ' 
meeting, if they can, for on that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in a spec ::tl 
manner by giving plain and pointe~ lessons on doctrine, discipline,· and the rules of holy 

. living: ' ' ' · .' ' 

. ·_ -n. Any male member who_shall fai~ to attend three ~uccessive .conferences~. and any 
m-ember, whatever, w~may be gerier311y_ remis~ i~ attending the meetings of_ the church, 
ac·:orrling to the covenant. Article xo, shaH be cited to' appear in conference and ans.w :r for 
hi's negle.:t, but the church may Cxempt mCnibe'rS from. 'this rule, if_ necessary. 
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I2. Conferences, after prayer or divine services, -shall be Opened .. and conduct~d as 
fellows: Invite visiting brethren to scats with us. 2. Open the d?or'Of• the church for t\e 

· reception of members. 3· Call fo~ the reading of the minutes of the last conference. 4 
Call for ttbseutees. 5· .fl'or acknowledgements. 6 •. For ref renee.; or de; erred busine<>s •. 7.• . . ' - ' 
For new matters of dealing which is in order: to come before the body. 8.' For miscellane-
ous' business. 

' 
13· Yisiting brethren, as also helps caned in from sister Churches, shaH be allowed JO 

spc:1k or make motions or seconds, but nOt allowed to vote. · 

q. An ord~rly member of the B::tptist church, which does not hold this church in fcl­
Io,~shiP ma:Y bC ~eceivcd into the church without a Jetter, when it is made apparent that his. 

' . . 
christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has appJied for. a Jetter, and cGmld not 

obtain it because he. desired to join this o~ some·s~ster Church. All other-persons must join 
' . by Jetter or baptism. · . . ' . ' 

rs. No member shalJ be received_ without the unanimous consent of the members pres~ 

ent; but unreasonable objections shall not be valid; and unless withdrawn, the member ·whO 
makes them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church. 

· r6, When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall inform the church what 
~embers have be.en absent from three suCces-sive ·conferences, and the moder:ltor sl1al~. ap• 
point some brother or biethren to dee e:i ch of them to the next conference. 

'7· · No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or in writing to at­
tend his trial, provided his ·residence be known to the church. 

.. r8 •. When a witness not a member of this church is introduced,. he shall not be ex· 
' a mined till the question has been put to the church, "\Vill you hear the testimony of this 

witness?" 
rg. The evidence in every case· of dealing and acknowl~dgement shall be- minuted in _ 

the church book, 
• 20. _ ~{embers dismissed from this-Church by letter who become disorderly, or continue 

to hold theirleti:ers without a good reasOn Shall be cited to. conference tO answer for their , . ' ' 

conduct.-
. . 

, 21. Expelled members may· be restored to fellowship on thei~ petition, if their walk 
since expulsio~ has· convi~C~d the· chu~ch that they havC sinCe~ely repented of their forrO.er 

' ' - ·- ' . ' .. ' ' .. '. . ' . ' ' \ . ' . 
evil conduct. · · . · I · · · . ' ·. · 

• 22. A vGte shall not be taken .upon anY question without a. move and SecO~d, and in all 
. ' , 

important questions the vote shaH be taken by rising to the feet. / 
' ' ' ' 

23 •. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the conference. . ~ . ' .. ' . ' ' 

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absCnt hinlself from _con(ercncc 
when,ari important question is to be decided; but a member upon his own-· reques't may be 
exempte9 b}r the church from voting on either side in peculiar Cases. · -

2_~. No member shall leaVe the ho'use during conferenc~ withoUt sufficient cause·, nor 
eng3gc in 'conversation nor whispering, without being subject to 'be 'called' to order' by the 
moderator. 

". ' ' ' ' 
-26. AU discussions in confere~ce must be conducted with calmness and good feeling. 

Those who speak muSt arise to their feet· :1nd addn!ss the 'modCr.iiOr, and keep to the pOint _ 
' in debate. . - . .. . . . . . . "' . 

• 2 7• _No one shall speak ffiore th3n .thrCe.times oU the same mOtion without permission. 
' . ' 

from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one be umeasonably long. . 
\ - 28. When the moderator speaks in debate, he .·must\ nomin~te some olhe~. moder:ltor 

in his stead. . . .. . · . . \ · · · · ' 
' . . 

29. ·No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless ··it is necessary to c=all him to 
' order. · ' 

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to ~h~ administratio.nof the "'Lord's SUp .. 
per, at least four times a ye:u, and the eXpenses are to be paid by thC church. . _ 

31. Members not in good standing s'hali "not commUne, but the administration shall not-. . ' 

. be deferred on account of any ordinar)r matter of dealing. 
32. Feet w~shing Shall be itttendCd to as_ the church se~s proper. \ . 
33· Pubilc fa'sting, humiliatiOn and pray~r shall be observed On proper occa~ions. 
34· The decorum may be altered or amen(led by a vote of two thirds of the members 

Present at any' t~o successive 'mo.nthly conferences. 
' - .. 
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·ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
' 

" 
. - ' ' J . . ' ' ' 

• , :-·:; • r ~-· .• ·' l · ... ',• 

: lsi."~_· OF -Gori :~\Ve believe -that there is one and only orie living and true God, infinite 
,. in all his attributes, th~ Creato~, Preserver and Governor oft he Universe- revealed to. uS- -in :: , · -

i · the Scriptures as the.Father,Son and Holy Ghost. , xst, ch, Tim .i7th v; lsiah 4'i ch: 22 · ·· ·:, 
/ v; St. John 17 ch. 3rd v; St. John ISt, 2nd and 3rd •. · . ' . . . " ' 

2nd. THE HoLY ScnxPTURES:-We believe the Scriptures of the Old and· New. Testa· , .: .. 
1 ment were given by inspiration ot God and are binding on all as our infallible rule. of faith . ·., · 

and practice •. 2nd Tim. 3rd ch .• x6th' v. :, Romans. IS ch. 4th v., ~th ch. 23, 2~ vrs; Peter tsl · ·. 
Ch.,2ISIV·,··· . . •, - ,, ,. - . ··.· -· ". .. . . . ·· ··;,· ·-·. -

. " .. . .,, . -· 
·: 3rd •. OF CHRIST:-We believe He is God manifest in the flesh, being in His divin~. ·.· , . 

n·:~ture ·true God in humari natUre;. tru'e man, uniting the p~rso~ of the Messiah 3nd · Medi: .-- ~ .. 
~-tor' fof the redemPtion of the world."· Luke 2nd. ch~Ath.to ~:ith vs., i~clusive~ Matt. lst _ch~--- .•, 
I·s, tg, zo and 21 vs. :· -· . · · · - '·- · · - · . - · - •. -. l 

' . ' 
4• OF THE HoLY SPtRtT:-We believe that He is the third person in the Holy Trinity, . . 

' 
:ind possesses all persOnal divin-e attributes j being the Reprover, Comforter and Sanctifier 
St. John I 4th ch. 25th v., 13th ch; o6thv.,.x6th ch. 7th xsth veri~ Inclusive. . 

' ' 

. ' ' ' 

' 

' ' ·, . 
' 

'. ' 

' . 

.... 
' 

' 
' ' 

·.- . 
' 

. " ' 

. , I - ' 

·. sth •. ·OF SALVATIGoN:-That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gos- • ' . ' .;· ' 

-
' 

.1 
"' 

' i 

0 

pel, that it is the immediate duty of ail to receive It by cordial and obedient faith.· and that .. 
rio thing preVents· the salvation of any so l~ng as the Spirit· continues to strive with them,. 
but their own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus, Christ. Rom. rst ch. t6th vs. 

' ' ., 

Phil. 2nd ch; 12th v. He b. 2 ch. 3rd vs, .. , , .. · . '' 
6th. THE FALL OF MAN:-We believe that man was created sinless but by disobedi· 

. . / ' ' -

ence fell into a state of sin and condemnation, all his posterity inherited this fallen . nature, 

' ' ' 

imd all that come to years of accountability will sin and come short of the glory of God, 
except that they receive salvation through the Lord Jesusl;hrist. Gen. 3rd ch •. 6th. vs. IS! .. '' 

· ch. 26th vs. sth ch. ISt, vs. gthch. 6th vs; Cor. nth ch.7th vs.; Roman 3rd ch. 28th vs; 
' . ' . ' 

Mark x6th ch. x6th vs.; Acts xotk ch 43 vs. . , 
7th.' THE ATONEMENT:--,We believe th.~l Christ in his great compassion offered him-

'self as sacrifice in our stead, therefore. Goo desires the salvation of all and the Gospel invites 
'all and whosoever will may come:. and partake of the Word of life freely. tst Cor, tst ch. 7th 
vs.; Eph. s th ch. 2nd vs.; Heb. 2nd ch. gth vs., 26th vs.; Rom. sth ch. 15th vs. Rev. 22nd 

' - . ' . . . 
ch. 17th :vs. I 

8th. OF ELECTION :-We believe' that God had not fixed the future state of man by any 
. uncon'stitutional degree, deliVered, {rom ~he beginning to s~ve -·all who would comPly. ·w-ith·_ 
·.the terms of salvation. John 8th ch. 31st vs. :Luke nth ch. 28th vs.; Acts xo ch. 35th vs.; . - . ' .. - . . - . 
Deut. uth ch. 26th, 27th and 28th vs. • · . . " 

gth. ON PERSEVERENCE:-\\"e believe that none will be finally saved but those ·who· 
through grace, persevere in holiness to the end. Joh;, 8th ch: 31st vs. Tim. tst · ch, xgth 

- . . ' - -

: vs.; 2nd Pete~ 2nd ch. 21 and 22nd verses, 
xoth. ·. GosPEL 0RDINANCI!S :-·We believe that baptism or the burial of believers in 

.·water and the Lord's Supper and 'the washing df the Saints feet are ordinances to be per·· 
: ,petuated under the Gospel of universal salvation and to be observed . by all true believers• 

' 

' 

' ' 

. ; . 

. '.' 

' ' 
' 

' ' ' . 

' ' 

Reference for Baptism. John 3rd ch. sth vs. ; Rom. 6th ch. ~th vs Reference for the tord's · . , 
·Supper:' Matt. 26~h ch. 26th, 27th' and 28th vs. •. Reference for washing the Saint's feet.·· ' .. 

• 

I . . • ~ ,\ 

Johns 13th ch. sth to 17 vs. . ' 
. ' ' 

•· u. TnE LoRn's SUPPER:-We believe thatthe Lord's Supper was instituted by our 
\_. -Savior as a commemorative ordinance, that the bread arid wiite rePr~sent His body· and 

!
, . blood, that it w~s instituted for Christians and.tha~.all Chr!st~~n~ should unite in performing · 

. the sacred servtce, regardless of name, denom~nat10n or dtstmctton. Gal. 6th ch .. 4th ·vs.;. 

f
, Matt. 7th ch. xoth vs.; Rom. 14th ch. 3rd and 4th vs. , 

12 •. OF T~E,REsURECTtoN:-1\'e believe in, the resurectionof the dead and a general 
·judgement, and when the resurection takes place, the soul and boGy will re•unlte ~nd form 
an· immortal beitlg that the righteous ·will -'be: received into everlasting. happiness, and the· 

.. wicked will be driven tO everlasting dai-kness, whe.re there ~ill be weeping and gnashing of 
'teeth. John sth ch. 2Sth and >gth vs.; Acts 24th ch. x;th v.; Isaiah 28th ch. 17th ys. Heb. 
~ gth ch; 27th ve~~e. -·,· . ·: · l ·· 
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STATISTICS OF THE STATE LINE FREEWILL BAPTIST ASSOOIATION.-1897; 
" - < ' 
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• . • 
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. • 

. . 

Churches and Counties. 
" .. -

• . . 
• 

•• 
.. 

• .. ~ ' . ' • 

• • 
of Delegates. ,. . 
.-.' ·,_ -- ' 

Names 
.--,,~--

• • . - .. . . "'" - . . 

• • 

- I 

• 
• 

PASTORS. 
. ~-· ;(• 
·- ---~ _- :-: 

• • 
• 
• 

• • 

• • ' . • • • ., . 

-.... 
~ 

0 -
3 
o. 
0 --· " •• . . 
•• 
• 
• 
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.. . .............................. -......... ·······················•··········· ·················· ......................... ~ ........... -:: ..... •.· ~-. 
. J.:I'St~phens1 J WRodgers,Jeff.D.~te• •-·,· •. '. ·. . . ·" ',. ". · · ~· .' 

• • • • 

Hickory Grove, Jackson Co. Fla · phens, R G Hatcher, f) T Tindalt: .. Sam ·Ely ....... Jeff. D. Stephens, Bascom, Fla .. I3 I 
· :-. , - J G iller, J Bowen J~-·Mi1Jer ~1 n·awen .c:;_ ;·. :~r ~: . . ~-: ~ -:. · _: · : __ · "':... ... :. :._.;. 

· , . _ ·;·· · J \Yhi~<i~ei_, \r Toier, ~.B,o;en;, \V Jor: - ··. "" __ · ·' .. - ··· ~- ~~ '"' .~ ·· -
Howard Grove, Henry Co., Ala.. dan,~\ ,f Radney,ER W til ms,\\ LRodes Calvm Dykes .... Wtllie Jordan, Harper, Ala. __ ..... I5 30 

' ·· · · :·. J WConner>W'I'f Claii:,'J W'•.Hall!;)l•·,: · .. "· -·.· ., ... · ,., .,. , •. ., . :'. : ;·· .' 
Prospect, Henry. Co., Ala ...... • G Howell. REJfays;·F .M Lampp .. :. D L Chandler .... W. 'V (/lark, D?th~n, Ala ........ I: 3 

· ··~--- '- L1VG-!J-~if£l),:A-:.c;:,-~J_er~er, ~:~ _Cul· / -:_.-·-·"-!.:7----_,':··.-. ·"t ·,_:,- ... . __ '/ _-;~---·.·>-~"'"'_·--~--- . • 
Spring-Pil_l, He~rfC_?··~ J}!_a-· •.. ·:·.bretb;,~~-~--~~ .• ~ ..... ~--• .-.. -... .--i'··P,...~c._ J A .Rg_b~?~on ... , fl;.Z_~_l!lbretf.,.G~rd?,p,~l~ ...... IO 

1' - •' -' -~- _- -. ·-- - -.· --- .•. •• ~.-. ·.,:·".:: ., • -~-· ...... - -,; -~ -:-; •• :..-·~-.,._ - .. -._ 

New II ope, D1le, Co , Ala ...... II M Matthews J 1\1 Kirkland: .. : .. ; ... J C .Thomas :; ... J W Ii Skeioe.· Echo, Ala ...... . 
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- -~- _. · __ ~~-·> ,-- -~. ,.-:,.·_':".-·-~--:.--· ----~---- . .... · ... -.-~-·_:>::~- .- r--:-··-:~-- ~;-_,·._;:_.-_;,;-~-~-·'· 
Union Spring, Henry, Co.;· Ala .. A U .lustic~ .. : ....... :· .. : .... ; .. ;.; .... j !1 !Iu'rdock:. :: A tJ Jilstice."Pansey; Ala;· .. : .... 7 H 2 31 I 

· : ., .-.-- ~"" ~" -_- ·---... ' : J- G-Baxter -~'Vm-Rodgers-- 'V C:Thigpen ;.; -:.~ ·~-:;;· <: ... -·~; ~- · ~~ 1·. __ -_._ ·- ~~ _,.):_.:;.-- :; :~ -~- -- -~ _ 

Rocky Grove,'.Tack~on, Co., Fla. · \,. m.Chll~bley,-;Thoffia~ -Everis."::.-.~-.-.: ROOert Hatcher .. : \r .C Thigpen, GreenWood, fla~-: 
.. " ···'' - ·-~ -,_ -_ R'Con.n'er· .,.\'BBlalock·J'·Ju.stt'c.e''G ;-;,. ...... ;:.:,<:~·-·-- :.·-: ....... ~ ~-'-'·'",;,:··.;_~-~ -,·._; . . . •. ' ' . , .- , __ ,_' . , ' . ,.... ._ -- ._ - "' 

Pittman ~;~eek, __ ~I ?l~~s~- C~ , ~~~ :: ~au~f -~.~~ . -~:;0 ··/:-. -. 0 :~:·~s ~ ~ :·.-: ·;-. ~~·-· -~ · .. :~~· 0 ! : [_ ~ ~-~~ev. ;-: . ~ ~ J,_~r?a~:'f~c~~~' ~~~?~~' ~l~-~ ;-.0 

_- -~ 
Silver Run, Henry, co:~-Ab .. : ~- Leanddr Riley:.:· .. ~- .. : . .- ..... :·~.~.~~- ... CafVIri- l)'yl{es.· .·; ~ \v T Riley,· Pansey,~~A1a~:.: ... ; 

·. -·, _. - ·.-·"·. ;.· , ..... · .:~ ·:,.._---;., . ' ... · .. ; ·- ... ~-: ... ~ ._,"' . ·:. _;_ ~.,;.~·: -~-~.::.'. _,,., ___ , ___ - ' 

. . . ; 
• 
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