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F~J~()CBBDINGS. 
... ~ --··-~- -- -

' 
Pursuant to.adjournment, the Fourteenth Annual. Se;;;

sion of the State Line Freewill Baptist Association convened 
···with Prospect church; Henry county, Alabama, on Thursday 

before the second Sunday in October, A. D. 1899. . 
Rev. D. L. Ohand,ler was nominated to preach the intro

ductory:service, _but owing to the inclemency of the weather, 
the body failed to.assemble at 11 o'clock, the time set apart. 

. ' ,. '.'' . . -: ' . ' ·•. ... . ' . - -

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. .. . . . . - ~ . . . - . . .• ' «'' l 

Acco'rdirig to an-qouncement, the bodyassembled in the 
church and joined-the'-Moderator in singing the hymn, "0, 
for a heart to praise m~T God," a~fter which. we humbled our-
selves in Divine. supplications with Rev. Sam. Ely. .. . . · 
• The house was then called to order by the former Modera
tor, after which business· was dispatched in the following or-
der VIZ

• • • . • .. •; . . :. . . < . ' .. . . . ,, ' . . 
· 1. Letters from the'.various churches were called for, 
'handed in and read bv Rev.' Calvin Dvkes and Bro. H. G. • • 
Green, and their state minuted:· · 1 • .-.: .· • ·-

. Th<:> churches and delegi1tes 'vere ·then enrolled as fol-
lo,vs: · . · ~- · :· · · · 

' . 
1. Ardilla-C. R. Cobb.· . ' . 
~- Hov/ard Grove-vY.' 'r. : Rhodes, · \Y. L~ Rhodes, .John 

Bowen, E. R. \Villiams;_ . · · 
B. Rocky Gr'm~e-OliverDuclrer. · 
-t. · Freewill's Rest-H. G_-. Gre!'Jn, Thomas Bery . 
;-,, SpringfieB----'-1\L Nall, J . .B': Nowell. 

' 

• 

ti. Hickory Grove-J. '1'. Stephens, R. G. Hatcher, J. W. · 
Rodgers, T. J. Simes, J. M.' Robinson. 

7. Silver Run.--W. 'f. Riley. . . 
_H. Spring Hill-F. M. Robinson, A. Z. Culbreth.· 
!J. Zion-E. P. Mercer. · · 
10. New Pilgrim-J. F. Thomas. 
11. Union Springs-Charley Gates. 
1~. [''riemlship-.Jolm Marlo. 
lil. Antioch-A. M. Ganey . 

• 

H. New Hope, (Dale Oo.)-W. P. Benefield. 
l:i. Pilcher Pond-W. B. Adkins. ' 
Hl. Prospect-A. .T. Cherry, S. Cherry, M. G. Howell, Our-

tis If.iys. · . . . · . 

' 

• 

.• 
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li. :Nmv Hannon.r-A. .T. Granger,· Benj. Sellers, .T . .T. 
Granger. · · ·· · •-

. . . 
It-:. :Mae(~donia.--IY. B; Blalock 

• 

1\J. Pleasant- Hill-S. Johnson, .T. 'I'. \Yood.-
. _ 01·1 motion of Rev.' Calvin Dykes the chi1rches were receiv: 

eel ·with the amendment tlmt those churches which hrtve less 
than twenty:flve members are to have but one delegate. 
. • On motion, deferred the election of offieers mitil :B'riday . '•· ~ ',., . . '··-.• . ' . " .. , .. 

lllOrlllll o· , . b.. • '' • 

· Sang a portion- of the hymn, -"Am I .a· soldier of the 

• 

· eross," after 'which Rev. C. 0 . .Martin1;ohdered prayer .. ·- rrhn . 

I 

Locly was dismissed to meet J''riclrty mor1iing at- B:BO olclock . . . . ' ,_ 

. . FRIDAY MORNING SESSIC>N.. . . 
. . . ' . 

' . :. ' - . - . . - . ' ' '• ' 

According to previous arrangements, the body re-assem- · 
bled ilithl.l church, ancl_w~is, c1tlled to. order by . the formr;r 
l\bderator, by singing, "Blest be .t;ho.c tie,P aft.er. ,which W() 

hnml)Jed in Divine supplication with tlH:. Moderator. · -____ --, 
· 'l'he Moderator iuvited visiting -bi·ethren .to seat~;' withtw. 

_Renewed the call for letters from the churches that were . . . . ' . . 
uot handed iu.yesterday. _ . .,. • -.... _ ,. . . _ .. . . 

Received two,· viz.: Pr.ospeet' nnd Prie'4dship, an<t Bro. 
Blalock represented Macedoni<t by pt:oxy. _ _ · _ 
..... After which I the body .was· permanently organized· by 
electing ]!jld. ·D. L_. Chaudler,'.Modera.tor, and ,Toffersou D. 
S tophens, Cl~rk. __ . _ · - . , . ·_ . _ 

· rl'he Modt)rator after cornplimei1ting the body; called- fo1· _ 
Petitionary Letters. Received none. . 

Called the roll to aseertuin vacancies. . 
Ori motion ofB1;o. C. A. Mercer, thosetlmt'aro absent their 

names are not to am:iear in.the minutes. --. . -
. · ·_ On motion of Bro. J. M. Robinson, Bro. John Hatcher was 
si.1bstituted to fill a vacancy in the delegaotion from F'reewill's. 
Rest clni.rch. · · · · 

rrhe various committees were then appointed as fnllo\n;, 
• 

VIZ.: . . . . . _ 
. On Divine Services--Brethnm S. Cherry, C. R. Cobb, 

Rufus Williams, M. Nall.. . . _ · 
On rremperance-Brethrou G. W. Clwrry, Calvin Dykes, 

H. G. Green, G. S. Stanton. · . 
On Nominatlons-Bn~thren R. G. H:itchi.n·, \V. L. Uhocles, 

.T. W. Niehols. · . 
On Finance--Brethren J. \Y, :rfp~lgers, _A. C. Mercer, -C. 
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L. Hayes,. S. Cherry. • • . · · 
·On Missions-Brethren Sam Ely, G.· W. Cher'ry; R .. G. 

Hatcher,.Calvin Dykes, w: H. Baker. · · . ·. 
. ' 

On Documents-Br'ethren.J.'M.· Robinson, .Johr1 Htltch-
er, Charley Gates, J. F. Nowell.· · · ··· .·' · . ·. 

· · On Education-Brethren Calvin Dykes, G; S. Stanton, J. 
'l'. Stephens, J. L Hatcher,···· . · · · . 

· On Sabbath Schools-Brethren H. G. Green, A .. Z. · Cul-
breth, W. T. Riley. · . · · ' · · 

On Obituaries-Brethr(m J. T. Stephens; · J. D.· Marlo, 
OliverDucker: · ···· · .·.' ,:• ·· 

On Suggestions-Brethren:Calvin Dykes, R. G. Hatcher, 
· J. F. 'l'homas, C. C .. Mar pin, 'l'. J. Sim.es ... · .. · 

On motion, J. M .. Rohins'rin re:icl the Decorum of the As-· 
sociatjon:· · : ... ; · · ·· ,. - · · . .· .. ;. ·. · · , 

. Called fol' correspondents from-Bister Associations .. ·. · 
Received three from the Martin Association; viz.:· · · 
:Rev. C. C. Mai·tin, Rev. Sam.' Ely and Bro. Hamp Ely. · · 
Un motion they were received. ·• · · · · · ·. . · . . .· · .. 

· F'l'om independent churches; tvio, v:iz.: ·Rev. G; S. · Stml-
ton aud Bro. W. II. Baker: . · · ' · · · · · . 

On motion they 1,vere 1'eceivecl: • ·· 1
' •.•. 

'l'he 'body then sang hymn,· "Come ·we that lo\•e the 
Lord," while extending them the right hand of fello'wship, -
seating them vdth us., first by the Moderator, follo\ved by the 
body. After whiclnvehumbled in Divine supplications with 
Rev. 0. C. Martin. · · · · < · · · · · -~ ·: · ·· . · . . 

Called for r<)pdrt on Divino Services. · · · · · 
Stat'e of.Ala.,Heury Co., . ) · 

· · · . · ··· · · ·. Oet. li and 7, 189ft· I · 
'l'o the l•'ourteenth Annual Session· of the State ··Line 

Pree\vill. Baptist Association; uinv ass em bled· with. Prospect. 
church: · - · · ·· · · .;. · · · · 

•. r . 

We, ytinr eonnnitteo on Di'.'ine Services, beg leaveto sub- . 
mit the follmviug report, to-1vit: · ' · .· ·. · ; · · · · ·• . . 

Divino services by Bro. Ely at· 11 o'clock, .followed by 
Bro. G. S. 'Stan ton. · ' · ··· ' · · ·· ... 

Afternoon services at three o'clock· by B1;o. ·Baker, fol-
. lowcdby_Bro. :r. I. -Hatcher: '· : ·. · .... · · · 

·saturday morning at D:30, Divine services by Bro. G: L . 
Love, followed by Bro. A. C. Mm~cer. . .. 

Servicc;s at fl o'clock by Bro. C. C. Ma.rtin, folll)wed by 
Bro. Chan iller. · · , · ' 

\ .. -, 
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• 
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Afternoon services at a o'elock, by Bro. G. S. Stanton, 

· followed 'by Bro. Calvin Dykes. 
. . · · · · S: CHEimY, Chmn. Com. 

· On motion of Rev: Cah'in Dykes, the body adjourned at 11 
a. nL for preaching. · ' 

Appointed Correspondents to Sister Associati6ns. · 
'l'he following brethr<m w<~re either appointed or volun

teered: 
'l'o the Martin Associa tiou---'-Revs .. T. I. Hatcher and H. 

. G. Wiggins. . ·· · . 
'l'o the Clmttah<>ochee Association-On motitm of Rev. G . 

. · · : \V: Cherry, correspond by letter. · · · 
To the Southeastern Association-Rev. H. G. Wiggins, 

· Rev. G. L, Love :lnd Eld. D. L. Chandler .. · . 
To the annual Meeting of the· Independent Churches

Bro . .T. D. Marlo, Bro. N. Whittle and Rev. Calvin Dylres. · 
· ·After >vhich the body was dismissed for· preaching and 

· refrc~shments until ~p; ni .. ·. · ·· 
• FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION • . . 

. Re-assembled in the ehurch and joiried the Moderator in 
. singing hymn, "How firm tt foundation." 

Business was then dispatched in the following ord~c'r, 
• • 

\ '1". . . . fJ. . ' 
. . 

.· . Re11ewed the call for Petitionai·y Letters, and received 
, one from Pilcher Pond. · · . . 

'l'lw body then sang hymn "How sweet the name of .T esu;.; 
sounds" while extending to the delegation· the· right of tlw 
fellowship.·. . . . . , . , · 

Called for report on Tem per:lllce. ·. 
\Ve find that intemperauee is :i fearful evil that has invad

. odour hind and home. And iR continually hringiug to. ruin 
·tho rieh and the poor, the learned, and the ignorant. Now · 
whih~ ou,r State is usiug all of its power to . subdue this great 
evil, let us as christians do all we c;an to drive this grettt evil 
from our laud and beautiful homes, so that the young men of . 

. our land will rise to a higher sphere of christian life. 
'l'he statistics show that $l,OOO,WO,OC)0 are spent in tho 

United States for intoxicant drinks in one year. Oh! that 
· this money could be spent to erect school houses imd church-
c~s and for charitable pury;oses. · . 

. 'l'hcre is anotlwr evil that is impairing the health of the 
human familY: 'l'lmt is·tobacco. · Such as chc~wing and smok-.... ._ -

• 

• 

\ 
' i 
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ing cigars and cigarette:'l. We slwnld traiu our children to 
shun this evil. .. 'l'here is 8-J.,O~lO,O:lD spent yearly for tobriccn, 
cigars and cigarettes, and so little for charitable purposes .. 

G. vV. CHEHRY Chairman Committee .. 
On motion, the report was received and adopted, ·and the 

eommittee discharg·ed. · · · 
' . -~-~. 

· On Nominations. . 
State of Ala., Hmn·y County, 1 . 

· ·· ·· Oct. Gth, lSfHJ. 1. 
· 'l'o the Fourteenth Annual Session of the Strtte Line Free-. 

·will Baptist Associati"on; now assembled with Prospect · 
Church; ·• · · 

· •·· We, your comiTlitteeou nomination; beg leave to submit 
the Jollowingrepm;t, to-wit.: . ·· . .. · · .· 

· u \Ye find that there are· t1vo churehes calling for the next . - - . ' .._ 

· session of tliis body. We recommeud the next Ression or this 
body to. convene with Preewill's · Hest church,. on 'l'hm·sday 
bof~·ll'(\ the secom1 Sunday· in Od.ober, 1\)~):). . . . ·· 
. \Ve.alsi) nomiliate Bro. G. T ... Lcnre tc> 'preitch the intl':Jcbe
tory-sermon, imd Bro .. G. W. Cherryto follow. . 

We aho nominate Bro. Calvil! :pylte,sto write the circu-
l 'li' le""tc~1· · · · · · · · · · · · · · (. lJ J .. ' •• • • • • ' • -· • '· • - -

·. H<~spectfully ~mbmitted. · 
. . . ,, . ' .. · . n. G. HATCHElt chair in an com mi.Ltee. 

. . On n~~Jtioh, the y.<~port was received :nid adopted, and · ihe 
committee .disdmr{;ed. · · · · ·.. . · · . 

On l''in:uice. 
' State of A1a., Henry County, · I 

.... , . Oct. (itll, lHUU. . ·I 
'ro tlw· F'ourteenth ·Annual Sossiou of' the· Stah' · Linn 

.l•'reewill B:tptist Association, nm,· ass1•m bled .with Prm;rJeet 
.Church: · · · 

\.Ye, your committee on Piu:mce,- bPg leave to submit the 
· .follqwiug report, to-wit: · · . ·. · 

. Received for minutes . .' .......... : .............. ~U'i.\Hl 
· Heceived for Associational Purpost~:-; ........... ' l::!.:J~, 
. Received for .l\1issions ......... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~;-, 

•. 

• ---·-. ' 
rr(Jt•tl" . . . . ' . ' : ' . . . . . . ""k :-,o · <· • ,-,_, • • • ,·, • • • ,·, • ••• • • •••••••••• , •••• ,,, •• ,, ,r:,--t_,. 

.. .. . · HesrecUully ~;ubmitted, 
· · .J. \V. · RoDGEns, chairm:m committe. 

On motion, the report ·waH reeeh·ed :~:ucl the committee 
c1 ise han~-~~d. · · 

c. 

• • 

..,. 
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' · Oil Missions. ·- · · · 
On motion, the report was received but nt>t adopted. 

· At this junct1ire the ~1od(mttQr 1tppointed Rev. W. P. 
Benefield to cl<>se preaching services after Rev. W. H. Baker 
at n p. Ill. 

On Edncation. ' 

• 

State of Ala., Henry County _ I 
. _ - ' . Oct. Gth, lBOD. I 
Tothe fourteenth Annual Session of the - l::;tate ·_Line 

_ Freewill Baptist Association, nnw assembled ·with Prospect 
Church: · · 

We, your committee on Education, beg leave to submit the 
following report, to-wit: . 

·-_--- Webelieveth!it educatio'i1 is of vital importance to the . 
advancement ofprosperity and future happiness. ~Why? Be-
cause God's word is in our hands and is simple, plain and -

· poillted; and withoi1t we are able to read it we are not.- abl~ 
to lmmv the will of Gcid concerning the welfare of our im-
mortal souls. And it is our duty as fathers and mothers' to 
use all the efforts in our p~nver to educate our children that, 
they may lm(n\r the will of God concerning them. 'l'he word 
teaches us to bring them i.tp in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. · _ , 

May we itll be more energetic in this ·one vital question 
of education. · ' ' · 

• 

• 
· _· 'Respectfully submitted . 

CAL YIN DYKES, chairman committee.· 
On motion, the report was received and· adopted, and the 

c~ommittee discharged. · · ' ' 
On Sabh:tth Sehools. 

State of Ala., Henry Cnuu ty I 
. · Oct. lith, 1 H!1D. \-

.To the l<'ourteenth Annunl ·Session' of the State · Line 
Preewill Baptist Association,· .now assembled with· Prospect 
Church: · -. ' 

• We, ymi.r committee· on Sabbath Schools, beg lcav<• to 
~ubmit the following report, to-wit: . . · · 

. ' 

. We.learn tluit therehas been five Sundays Schools dur
ing the year. We the committee beg leave to say that we 
suggest. that our Pastors do insist that our churches go to 
work now to establish in each church a Suudny School, be
cause we are to bring our childrc~n up to lm<n\' the cmnmand- · 
ments of our Lord, and to keep thfnn. 

. . . 

• 
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We suggest that we use lilremvill Baptist Literature in-

stead of Union. 
. .. l:I. G. GREEN, el~airmau committee. 

On motion, the report wal'! l'(~ceiyed and adopted, and the 
committee di~clmrged. · . 

On Obituaries. 
· State of Ala .. Henry County I 

. . Oct. lith, 189D. I 
. To the Pourteenth Annual Session . of the· State Line 

Fi·eewill Baptist Association, no:w.assAmblecl with Prospect. 
Church: · . 

\Ve, your eommit.tee .on Obituarie:-~, begleave to submit 
. the following report, to-wit: . · · ·· . · · · 

• We find· seven deaths since our last. session of this. A:'l
sociation, and we recommend that tlwir obituaries appear hi 
our minutes. . . · · · . · 

. . .J. 'r .. STEPHENS, chairman comm,ittee ... 
On motion, the report was received and adopted,. and· the 

committee •discharged. 
. . On Documents. . ' . . -

St:~te of Ala.,.Henry County, 1 
. . . . . . . . .. ·. . Oct. oth, 18DD. . 1 
To the Pourteenth Annual Session of the ShLto · Line 

• 

Freewill .Baptist Association, now assembled. with . Prospect 
. church: · · · 

. · We, your committee on Documents,. beg leave to submit 
the following report, to-1vit: . . 

We ask the Association to let the· same ·literature . stand . 
. as it is. We also recommend that our churches use the "Man
h~y's choice_Hymn Book," published by the "Baptist Bo<)k 
Concern Louisville Ky." . ·• . . ... · 

We, also recommend that our clerk have nothi11gpublish· 
Pd that is tabled or lt)st by the body. . 

\V e, also. recommend that our printing come up in better 
style, as we hear complaints about tho work. . 

\Ve,. also 'i·ecommend that tho constitution :tlJ(l Decorum 
beyu blishe<l. · ... 

.. . · · .. ·.Respectfully su bm i ttecl, 
. . . · J. M .. ROBINSoN, chairman committe<!. 

. ' 
.. On motion, the report was rod)iYed :md :1dopted, :md tho 

committee discharged. 
On Snggestions. 

' . ' 
• ' . . ' . . . 
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State of Ah:;:Henry County, I 
' , Oct. Gth, 18!J!l. 1 

. •ro the l:j'ourteenth Annual Session. of the State Line 
Freewill Baptist Association, now assembled with Prospe::t 

·Church: · 
We, your ctnnmittee on suggest.ions, beg leave to submit 

the following report, to-wit: 
. -'\Ve suggest that this Assnciation formulate s~>me plan to 
unite our Sister Associations with us in establishing a print
ing press in oiu· midst, which will be of more importance in 
'vriting of our brethren than any other thing we r;an fall up
on.· A lsi> it will enable us all to 'understand the Freewill 

. . . 
Doetrine and principles and practices .more than. any othei· 
thbl~- .· .· .· . ·. . . •. 

• • 

We suggest that the proceedings of. the General As"o-
citttion be printed in our 1ninutes. · 

We suggest.tlmtthis bodyfry to raise a capital to send a 
Missionaryin the field as soon t~s possible. 

Res11ectfully :o;ubmitted, 
... · · · . CAL vm DYKl~s; Chairman Committee. · 

On mo~ion, the i·epnrt wa'~ rw~eiv~d ·and adopted, and the 
committee discharo·ed. . c . . . . 

Renewed the call for Letters from the churches, nnd re
. ·ceived one from Pleasaut Hill Church. 

On motion, of Rev. G. vV. q1erry; that we lay tlw adopt-. 
'ing of the Letter over until to-morrow morning. 

Renewed the, call for Correspondents from' Sister As so
. dations, and received two from the South Eastern Associa
tion, to-wit: Rev. _\Y. J. 'Mim:o;'and Bro. M. A. Arnold, who 
were duly seated in our body: . 

.. . Miscellaneous. ·· · : · . . 
· · On motion, of Rev. G. \V. Oheh·y, a.t}journed until Satur~ 

day morning at 8:BO. . . · 

SATUR!JAY MORNING SESSION. 
' - .. 

According to previous arrangnment, the body re-assem
bled in the chureh and :joined the Moderator in singing hym11, 
"0, sing to me of he:iveu," after which wo lnnnblell with the 
Moderator in Divine supplications. · · · · · 

Renewed the call for Letters from the chnrclws, aiHl re
eeived one from Antioch. 

On motion received by S\~ating one delegate. 
On motion of Bro . .T. I: Hatcher, tlw lPttor from Pleasant 

' 

• 
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Hill church was received and the delegates seated, but their 
withdrawal to be considered later . 

• 

• 
Called :i'or rrreasurer's Report. 

Report as follows, to-wit: . 
'll t } . t • . l d ' 1 O()k - 1 1 '-0 a ainoun IniHln Ill u, c •.............. !:;i "±.b;J 

Received for minutes .............. 1 ••••••••• 14.00 
Received fi)l' Associational puq)oses ......... lOA~> 
Received for Missions .' ..... : ............... 10.40 

· Total amount in hand .............. _ ....... 84!Ui0 
Paid for printing minutes: ....... : ...... , .. 16.00 . 
Paid clerk for his services. . ...... : .. · ..... 10.00 - · 
'rotal amount paid out.. ............... , ...... 26.00 

· B-' 1 · . 1 · d' "'1°<)(' · · - 'l'' -cl a ance Ill Iclll o... ,,, u .. .. ·. . .. . • . . ......... -..:.i). ;> 
·· G. L. LovE 'Jlreasurer. 

On motion, the report was receinxl. 
Called for ministers, 1;eports. . .·. _ ' 
On motion, of Rev. A. C. MercE)r, that the reportH appear 

in our minutes. · · 
Dear Brethren, I have ·preached 20 sermons as best I 

could. · ~ have sei-ved no.church this year. . . · . 
· · Hespectfvlly ~:mbmitted. 

. A. 0. MrmCEH, L. M. 
· Han.J been pastor of a church; preached_ 43. sermons: 

married one couple; mile~; traveled unknown. • Received by 
confession l; Bu ptized 2. 

.T. B. MILLS. 
Served 2 Chtirches; preached ~>0 sermons: superintend

ed one burial service; married i'i eonples. 
. J. I. HATCHER 

Seniecl3 churches; traveled ~m.i miles; preached 1:!4 ser
mons; received by baptism 11; recein~d by confessiou 2; re-
ceived by lPttm· 2;· marric~d ~~ eouple~;. _ , , 

Hesj~ectfully su hmi ttell. 
. . . . UAL VJN DYKI<:S. 

. . 

I have tmw~led d uriug the. last . AssodationalOyear 12ti2 
. miles. I luwe pi·eached ~>H :'erm ons; baptized H; received by 

. confessio.n into tlweliureh 2; marrit'd 2 couples, and· served 
one church. 

T' B. I7 EI' "'' • ' ' . '. 0 \._ i .\..l.'ik), 

Dtu·i ug the past Associntional ,\'Par I have· preaehed · il-t 
serwons as best. I eoul<l and elosed several sermons; Sup<>r
intended a Sunday Sehool about· 4 mont11s; organized one 

• 
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church; baiJt.ised 8; received by .confession of faith 11; by 
letter 2; conducted one burial service. · 

·May the Lord bless all of·our labors for good. 
H.ev .• J. A. ROBINSON. 

·.Called for· the Circular Letter.· 

• 

Read; and,. ·mi motion, . was to bn.. published . in our 
·minutes. ··· · 

Called for the minutlfsofthe"UnionConvention.'' Head, 
and, on niotion of Rev. G. W. Cherry, t·eceived and· is to be 
published. ' . ' 

. On. motion, of Rev. G. \V. Cherry, the mim1tes was re-
read. ·· · · · · · 

• 

On motion; of Rev. G. S; Stanton; vaeated.for. p1·eaching- · 
and refrPshmeuts until1:30 p. Ill. · 

. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. . . .. 
. 

According. ·to previous arrangoments the budy re,as
sem bled in the church and joined the .Moderator in :;ingiug 
~ verses of hymn, '~'Niwn I can r·ead my title· cle<tr," aftet· 
whieh the Modorator called for pl<~dges that were mac~e at 
1ilw last session. 
· 'On motion;· the qnestion <;f Niiss.ions was tabled f<ir · tlw 

.nmtaincler of tlie so.ssion. · · · · · · · 

' .. -

'l'he question of those ehurcbestllilt wishEd'to withdraw· 
and org;anizean Associntion.lnwwn as the "West, CllodHllat- · ·-- ' 

chee Assocmtiou" \Vas agnin'considerPd uud it' \Y<l.S decirll•cl 
by rising \~ote tlmt then· n~quest·bu not. granted. 

On motion, ui H.ev. G, :\'V. Olwt-ry,. tl)at the clerk send 
minutes to Pleasant flill church, although they failed to send 
funds to the Association. · · · · · 

. On motion, of H.ev. G. '\Y. Chel"l'y. tlmt we setid dolegates 
to the f'Unhm Convention" whieh is to be held. at. Howard ' - . ' . . ' ' - . . - ' ' ' 

GrovP.. . , · .. - . . . .. . - . 

. On motion, of J. ·W. Rodgers,:.tlmt the. \ioderator rtp-. 
point tbe.delegation. · Wlwreu.potl the Moderator appointe<l 
tho. following brethren to eomposo said delegatiou, to~ wit: .. 

.Telfersim D. Stephen:;;, Cah;in. Dykes, H. G. Wiggins, . 
• T. .I. Hatcher,, .J. B. Kerns, .T. '\V. Hodgen..:, and G. \Y. Uber- .. 
ry.· .. j·, ·~· .. ·• ·' . . . 

.. · On motion, of Hev. G. · W. Cllerry, that. the. Modm·ator 
use his own. discretion in appointing· an Execn tivP Com tni t, 
tee. .The Moderatorthen appointed, to Clllllpose tlH:~ lij:wen- · 
tive Uomtnit.tee, thofollowing br<>tllren, to-wit.: · · . 
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"· ' Calvin Dykes, R. G. Hatchor, G.· \V;· Cherry, W. Clark, 

and .T. M. Chance. · 
On motinn, of Rev. G. 'IV. Cherry, that we pay our elerk. 

t•.>n dollars. 
On motion, of Rev. G. IY. Cherry, .that \Ve patronize the • 

'"Dothan Home.TournaF'.in the publication of our minutes. 
on·motion, of C. R. Cobb, that we have fi\'e hundred As-

sociatiim'td Let tel's ·printed. . . 
. · · On wotion, of G. W. Cherr_y; that the nitmes of Rev .. B. 

B. Hollis and Rev. J. IVL Whiddon be erased from the liRt . of 
Ordained and Licensed Ministers. · · · . ·. 

On motion, of Rev. G. W. Cherry, .that the name of Rev. 
W. S. Cook be reinstated in the list of ordained ministers. 

On motion, of J. \V. Hodgers, that the form .. of the As
St)Ciational Lotter be, published as drawn up. · 

We wish to tendei· our gi·eiLtful <tppreciation to the peo
ple of Prospect Church and Dothan for their kind hospital- · 
ityshown ·us during our stay. with them in the capacity of 
an ai1imal association. . · 

' ' . . ' ' · Cle1~k. ' ' 

• 

On motion, of Bro .... T. M .. Robinson, . adjourned,. and will 
meet with Pl·et.'Wlll's Ho~;c church, .Ta:::kson eonnty, Fla.,. on 
'rhursday utll:OD n. 111. before-the sel'.ond Sunday in Octo

. ber, A.l>. l!JOO. · .. 
.1EPI<'EUSON D. 8'l'EPHENS, ·. 

· Clerk. 
ELD. D. L. CIIANDLEU, 

1vloderator. 
-. 

·.·CIRCULAR LETTER. 
. ' ' 

lni:ASOl\'S '1\'llY IA!II .\ PHEEWILL. 

L Free\\·ili.---Gocl iu till~ begitining created mnn :tn up
right, respun,.;ible being,. and giw<: hitu eom~twudlllf~lJt, by 
Fhicll he should lin) and be governed 11; was optionar,v 
with him whether lwobeyed or disobt;yeli tlw Di\·ine Law, 
from tlH~ · >'imple fact. tbatGoci gaYe a eontnHJ.lld rnetJt, witli n 
qualifying: elause, tlwt mall slrould be punisiletl iJ' hw shi>Ldd 
·fail to emu ply with it iwpli"d thiLt thu f'.Ll b;j<>et 'or tlw i. com· 
mand could conform, or uot <LS lw chose to. retuain in •fa\·or 
·wtth his ~:re:1.tor or ineul'l' his displeasure: ot!Jends~~·ont· dos- · 
t.iny·was prParnwg<-\cl, which w'ould relieve us of any i·espon
sibility, an assumption tnn vague tfJ · l'CCfc)i\'e· cn~d<~nce .. Fol' 
if Adam ·and ·hi.s· posterit,y wen1 denied ·the favol' to. deeid e 
whether J,lwy pl'efer a blissful retreat in the Parrrdise of Gocl, 
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. or a condemneu ~tbode with -the base· spirit that forget God, 
there would be· no· ·'Freewill" in the questioti but simply 
predestination, as some beheve . 

· . But there i::; a gentle, yet an unmistalmble listing per
vailing the sacred pages that relieve us of any such impres
sion and in vibes us to a throne of grace. Therefore we must 
conclude tlmt v.•e are material facturs in the saving, qr losing: 
of•onr souls, for' ''He willeth the death of :<:one" bUt "whoso-
e\·er will may come" . 

' · 2. Free Salvation.-It is true that God ouco lmcl a. clws-
. - ' 

en people; a peculiar people, nevetbeless they obtttitwd this 
favor through obedience to the w·ord of God.. 

We are to strive t6 enter in at the be:tntiful g·;~te. thttt. 
leads, not only to the mnet· court, but to a resting place frorn 
all htbors with the Sllll of the most High God. 'l'he ·word . 
says ';Come unto meall ye tlmt .weary auc~ a:re hea:vy ]aden 
ttnd I will give you rest:" and when Christ said "all" h£• did 
not mean just a specified few elpcted from the foundation of 
the \vol'ld, but you and me, and every individual that comes· 
to recognize right from wrong. And unless we approach 
Christ in humiliation, obtain regeneration, and continue 
therein we shall be denied the heirshtp with .Christ .Jesus. 

· Salvation is free because Christ died for ali; it i:-; free be
cause God created one mrni, died fot· the ,.;m he cotnuJittc·d, 
and we being the posterity of. that man itiberit llis fallen· 
state; likewise we lmvo peace with Gnu being· recunciled to • • 
him by tbe bloud of His only Son. · 

3. Baptism.--We believe Baptism by .immerswn is tlie 
mode that Christ set as an example fot''Us to follow. 

· Christ said yo must be horned uf tho wah~r and wu plaet~ 
full credence in what he said and taug·ht. 'l'hPrefore stand . '· 
for what Christ saicl do, nevertheless others may spe;•,k to 
the contrary . . 

4. Free Oommission.--Whilp it is eallet1 Free Com mis
sion it dties not imply tbn t we invite tlwse whom Chnst does 
not know in the pardon of their Eius, but all· \Yho are chris
.tians have a right to the tltblc of tiH~ Lorc1 Je::;us Christ, . We· 
cannot, with implicit propriety, invite sinners to eat tlw 
L01·cl's body, but let a man examine himself a.nd so let him 
cat of that bread and drink of that cup. 'l'hel'(~fore frco ·be
cause man judges himself, whether he is worthy to reeeiYe 
the tokens of his Lord and Master. F'or he that cateth and 

. clrinketh unworthily eatpth and driuketh da\nnatilm unto his 
•' . • 

• 
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• 
own soul, not discet·ning• tho.Lord 's .body ... Then· the burden 
is not on the church or any one c~xcept. tile one that is to par-
take. · 

Many object to this and .quostio'n its .propriety. 'l'bey 
seem to base thei L' judgment on man's opinion ·rather than 
on the divine word ofUb!'ist, who said ·'If T wash tfleo not 
thou:hast no part with me." We cannot do half a thing and 
call it well dono, neither can we serve Christ lJy profession, it 
must be by real acts pro1npted by u clean heart,·and this >vill 
umke us an heir of God and a joint heir of tho Lr,rd Jesus 
C Iu·i st. · 

OBITUARIES. 

• State of Ala.; Henry County · 1 
At 8priug Bill. . ) 

IYL are pained to' chronicle th·o· clc~ath of· our beloved 
Sister Gennie Bevel who departed this lifo May :!4th,· A. D. 
11300: 

Her age not known. 
She lived a most devoted christitlu. for . se\'oral voars. 

" 
She leaves a husband and three little children and a host of 
relatives and friends to mourn. her departure. Peace be un
to her sleeping dust, may she sleep throughout oteruity and 
rest upon the arms of her dear 'loving Savior. · · . · 

· State of Ala.; Henry County, I 
· At Spring·HilL i 

\Ve are pained to chroniclo·tlw death of Bro. J. ·· J. Bul
lock, who depm·tec1 t.his life Mareh lDth, A. D. 1808.. Was 
borned .June ilrd, 18iliJ. He lived .a most devoted member 
for severalye:Lrs. He leaves a wife,() children·and·a host of 
grand-chilchen and friends to mourn his depa.rturo; ·Peace 
be unto his sleeping dust. 

' 

Servant of God, well dmw, 
. Rest from thy loved om ploy; 
'rhe battle fought, tho victory wou 

Enter Thy Master's joy . 
• 

The toils of life aro past . 
·Pain and labor cease 

Life's long witrfare closed at, last 
·His soul is found in:.peace. · 

• 
• 

• 
• • 

' 
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• 
. STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIAT10N •. 

The State Line Freewill Baptist Association was organ-_ 
ized at Hmvard Grove Church, November 20th, 188li. 
Year. Moderator. · Clerk Church. 
1886: D. L. Chandler. Calvin Dykes: · HowarclGrove. 
1887. D. L. Chandler. Calvin Dyl>es. · Beulah. 
1888. · R. M. Gray. . Calvin Dykes. Macedonia. · 
188\J .. R. M. Gray.· .. Calvin Dykes. Friendship. 
18\JO. R. M. Gray. Calvin Dykes. Lovewood. 
18\Jl. R. M. Gray. Calvin Dykes. Prospect ... 
1892. R. M. Gmy. Calvin Dyl;:es. Silver Hun. 
18\Jil. D. L. Chandler. J. D. Stephens. Hickory Grove. 
1804. R. M. Gray. J. 'D. Stephens. SpringHill. 
18\J;',, D. L.i. Chandler. .T. D Stephens. Pittman Creek . 
189ti. Calvin Dykes.· .T; D. Stephens. Ht'nvard Grove~ 
1897. D. L. Chandler. J. D. Stephen~.' New Hope. · 
1898. D. L. Chandler .. J. D. Stephens. I~ocky Grove.· 
lSDD. D.· L. Chandler. J. D .. Stepttens. Prospect. 

LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS AND POST OFFICES • 
' ... 

1. R. M. Gray, Geneva cm1nty, Alabama.·. 

No. 
HU 
~--;) I I 

40B 
;-,HI 

. ·44H . •r)9 ·t i). 

4H 
4:i0 
422 
~0" a- i.) 

;)(j8 
c~ ,, 
);} i> 

Ci.l'' ) ' i) ' 

(\71 

2. D. L. Chandler, Pansey, Henry county, Alabama. · 
il. Calvin Dykes, Ashford, Henry county, Alabama. 
-1. J. I. Hatcher, Bascom, Jackson county, F'lorida. 

• :i. G. L. Love, Howrn:d, Henry county, Alabama.. 
· · li. ·w. S. Cook, Pansey, Henry county, Alabama . 

. 

7. J.D. Sowell, Eunola, Geneva county, Alabama. 
8 .. · J. B. Mills, Dothan, Henry county, 'Abbama. . ' 

' 

H .. · G. 'vV. Cherry; Dothan,· Henry county, Alahama . 
. Hl. \N. 'vV. 'l'remontmm, Eunola, Alabamit. · · 

11. Jordon Murdock, Ashford, Heury count.}', Ala .. 
. 1~. U. M. Whittle, Highbluff, Genevacounty, Ala. 

lB. J. A. Robinson, Crosby':-; Henry county, Ala. 
.H. H. G. Wiggins, Dothan, Henry county, Alabama. 
J;",. :r. D. BmTy, Eunola,·Geneva eonuty, Alabama. 
W .. Elbert J. Davis, Izagone, Holme:-; county, Alabama. 
17. Jasper 0. Thomas, Olio. pm·her county, Alabama. 
18 . .T. B. Kearns,Doth\m, Henry county, Alabama. 
Hl. vY . .T. Murdock, Ashford, Henry county, Ala. 

' ' > • 

LICENTIATE; ' ' ' -
' . 

' 
1. ]'. M. Swails, Hartford, Geneva county, Alabama. 
~- S. Hunter, ·columbia, Alabama. · 

• 

' 

• 

• . 
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• 

3. 
. 4. -~). 

, G. 

1.. 
_q -· 
3. 
4. -;) . 
G. -I . 

8. 
v. 

. 

10. 
11 . . 

19 -· 1.' iJ. 

14. 

• 

W. P. Benefield, ~rt, Dale couuty, Alabama. 
A. C. Mercer, Gordon, Henryeounty, AJ,abama . 
\V. P. Benefield, Peach, Dale county, Alabama. 
· R. S. Hunter, not known: · ' 

• ·ORDER OF. BUSINESS • • 

Organize. 
Call for letters from the diiferent cl1L1rches. 
Elect Moderator and Clerk 
Invite visiting brethern to seats with us .. · 

· Call for petitior1ary letters. · . . · ·. 
Appoint Committees. · . · 
Call the roll and read the decorum. 
Call for correspoll.dcmts from sister Associations. 
Appoint cbrrespondents to sister Associations .. 
Call for repr)rt of Committees. · · · _. 
Call for circular letter:. . · · . . · 
Call for 'rreasurer's repo1~t, · · 
Call for miscellaneous bu~dness. . . . ' . . 
Adjournment, •• . . ' ' 

. ' 

CONSTITUTION. .. , 

'rhe Constittltiun of the As:Sociatioll. is as foll0·ws. 
Article r · 'rhis Association shaH be coi.npospd of dele· 

gatqs. annually sent from the churches .based in it.· 
Article II .. _ 'l'he dplegates from 'each church ·shall bear 

• • 

a letter signed by the clerk of the church. certifying the ap· . 
·pointment, to whichshall be subjoined a table stating the 
members baptiz(~d, received by· letter, · restored, dismissed, 
excluded, died within the last Associational year,. the· total 
membership and qrdained .rind licensed ministers, the name 
of the church and pastor, and the. time ·of, their monthly 
meeting and the name of their.nearest postoftice. 

Article III. - Any church wishing to become a member 
of this body must bring a letter of dismission f1;cim some 
other orderly Association, or if it be a newly. constituted 
body, it must send by delegation, a letter stating tl'le name 
'of the minister, by ·whom it was eom1titnted and if it is found 
to be sound, it shall be received. ·· · · .· 

Article. IV. · Eacli church shall be on titled to· two del-
. ' 

eg[~tes for the first twenty-five members, and then mw dele-
for the fractional part of twen ty-iivc~.. . · . _-. 

: · ·Article V. It is expected that 'the churches composing 
•this body \VilJ send delegates :tnd CfllltributiOilS for minutPS 

• 

- . • ' 

• 
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·every session,· and that no ,church :Will :withdraw. :from. the 
Association without.· assigning a . reason· ·for· the. •intended 
withdrawal. . 

Article VI. The. officel'S . of this Association shalL he rr 
Moderator and Clerk. 'rhe Mod~rator shall preside over the 
body and enforce the, rules of the Constitutimi and Decorum 
but shall not be allo\ved to vote except in case of a tie, on any 
matter 

· Article VII. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to minute 
the proceedings of the J:?ody in session; and to superintend · 
the publication of the same, and to do such· other writing 
pertaining to the business of the body. . · . . . · 

Article VIII. · The Clerk shall, also, preserve a. file of , 
the Minutes ofthe Association, which he shall deliver to his 
successor when he goes out of office. · · 

Article IX. The Association shall meet annually, ac
cording to adjournment, nnd shall have power to transact all 

. 'business pertaining to the. general good of this body .. · 
Article X. 'rhe Constitution and, also, 'the· Deconu'n of 

the Association may he altered or amended ~uring any· ses- .. 
sion of the body by a vote of two-thirds . of .the deh~gates 
present. · · . 

DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION. • . 

Article 1. It Rhallbe the duty ofthe Moderator to pre
Ride over the deliberations of the bodY in session, preserve · 
order, :;;ubmit motions, ·or other matters. He maY have the 
same right of speech as any other member, provided· the 
chair be occupied, but is not allowed tfi vote except the body 

. be equally divided, in which c:ts3 ho slull c:t,.:;t the deJiding 
vote. . . . . . . . . . · ·.. . . , 

. Artwle :? .. 'rlw rrreasnrer shall kenp ·a correct· accouut 
of all the· money coming into his hands, and the matter in · 
which it is disbursed. He Rhall only pay out money upon 
the order of -th13 Association of all funds received and· dis-· · 
bur sed by him, showing the balance if any on hand. 

Article B .. ··· Every motion made and seconded • shall como 
under the notice of the body, ui1less wi.thdrawn. · 

. Article 4. The Assnciation shall be.· opened and dosed 
with prayer. . . . . . 

• 

·Article il ... · Tlw flfoderator and Clerk Rhall be elected hv .. · 
ballot annually. · . . . . · · ·· ' 

Article (i. Only one person shall be allowed to spc~ak n t 
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same time, and' said speaker shall first address tho Modera
tor, aud shall not be intr~rrupted wllile spt><th:ing, except by 
the Moderator. 

Article 7. · Tlw names of the tlt•l('g-ates shall bo onrolleil . ~- . 

and called as often :ts tlw body m:·v d•·"m vroper. 
Article 8. The moderator sb::tll·not interrupt the speah:

oe while speaking, unless ho departs frorn the subject in 
debate . 

. Article \.l. All ofiicors shall be elected by ballot, except 
tlw Executive Committee. It shall be appointed. · 

. Article 10. If newly constituted churches, or others desire 
to be admitted into this union, they must petition by delegates · 
andletters; and if found on examination to be orthodox and or-

. derly they shall be .teceived by the Association, and such. re
CeiJtion shall be manifested by giving the right. hand of fel
lowship.· 
· · Article 11. The pastors of each church shall have power to 
form a Presbytery and ordain deacons for tho. church,· also 
to examine preachers who may apply for Ht!Ch, also to exam
ine ordained ministers who nmlre application to our· order, 
and if found sound, shall be set npart in rank, but not' to be 

· re-ordained. • . · 
. Artiele 1~. We, therefore, resolve that no church nor minis

ter shall be received into this Association that refuse to com
ply with the orclirianeo that is given us in tho gospel, this de
corum may be altered or amended as the body may see pro
per. 

' CHURCH DECORUM . 

. . 1. The church may. choose a pastor annually, at the last 
regular conference in the Associational year,or,if they prefer 
it,. may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to eoil
tinue from year to year, so long as he may deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. · · 

2. \Yhou it becmnes noccessary, a pastor may be choosen 
at any other time; but if the choice be made at a special con
ference, the time must bo appointed at a monthly meetirig of 
the church. 

3 .. 'l'he pastor shall be tho :Moderator of the church, but 
when he is absent, or dt>es not sit as Moderator, being pres2nt, 

· some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his phce. 
, 4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collections and dis-
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. bur semen ts of all•contribu tions made by. the. church for: :the 
pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and the wine in the 
administration of the Lord's Supper. . . .. , 

;,, 'rhe deacons shall also take notice of such member!S as 
refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper; . arid. en
deavor to ascertain the cause, that the. same mny be laid be-
fore the church,in conference, if necessary. ' '·. . . ' '. . 

G. ' Some sui table member shall be appointed Clerk, and it 
shall be his duty to do all tho recording and other writing 
pt~rtlliniug to the business of the church, and to preserve·. a 

· file of the niiuutes of the Association. . . 
7. When a new Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, 

etc., belonging to the Clerk, shall be immediately deli\'ored 
t() him by his predecessor. . . 

R When the church deems it necessary, a cmnmittl~o ·of 
ni)t less than three male members, well acquainted ·with, the 
business, shall be appointed, whoso business it .shall be. to 
give advice t() brethren who apply to them relative to· ca:se:S 
of dealing, etc., with the church. . . · . · · · 

9. The church shall holcl a t1vo day's ·meeting monthly, 
embracing Saturday and the Lord's day ft'>llowing, the•Jirst 
of which shall be the regular 'Linw Hf conference. ·. · 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, mule and female, 
to attend each conference meeting, if they ean,• for on tkat 
day the pastor is, expected to instruct the ehurch in a sp<~cial 

• 

. mimner by giving plain and pointed lessons on rloetl'iuo,· di~- , 
cipliue,and tho rules of holy livil1g. . 

11. .Anv male member \Vho ~hall fail' to attend throu. suc· 
'--' ' ' 

· •:ossive conferences, and any niombor whatever, who may be 
generally remiss iii attending the. meeting:-; of. the ehurch, 
aceordir1g to the covenant, Article 10, shall be cited to appmu· 
in conference and; answer for . his neglect, but .. tho church 
mayexompt members from this ruh~, if necessary .. · 

1::2. Conferonces, after prn.yor m·c1ivine services; shall. be 
opci1ed.ancl conducted as follows: ·1. Inviting visiting broth-· 
ren to seats with .us.. ::2. Open tho door of tho church for the 
n:Jceptiou of llH:Jmbers .. B .. Call for the reading of tho min
utes of the last conference. 4. Call for absentees, ~'· .Por 
acknowledgments. t\. l~'or references or cleforrecl Uusinc•ss. 

~- ' --

7. F'or new matters of dealing which is to come before tho 
body. 8. For miscellaneous blisinos:-;. . 

· · · ·li{ · Visiting brethren, as also helps called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to sveak m· malw motions ·or sec-

' 

• 

I 

I 
• 
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oiJds, but not allowed tovote. . 
1-L Anorderly mmi1ber of·the.Baptist cl1urch, which 

·does not hold this church in fello'\vship may be received into 
the church' without a letter, when it· is made apparent that 
his christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has ap
plied for ~dotter, and could not obtain it because he desired 
ti.> join this or some sister church~ All other person· must 
ji>in by letter or baptism. ·· . . . · ·· . . . 

' · · E>; No member shall be received without the unanimous 
consent of the members present; but unreas011able objection . . . . 
};hnllnot be valid, and unless withdrawn, the member who 
make them shall beliable tohe ~aken tinderclealing bythe 
church. · · · · ·· .·. · · . · . ·.· · · · 

. ' ' . . ' . 
Hi. \Yhen the moderathr ·. cqlls for absentecis, ·tho clerk 

shall inform the clmrch what members have beeuabsent.Jrom 
throe successive · confereue.es and the Inoclor:ttor shall ap
point some brother or brethren' to 'see. each of them. to the 
next cou terence. · · . · · .... · · · · . . . 
·. 17. No mom ber ~~hall be expelloli iriiles~1 he ha~; berm c.itecl 
verbally orin writing to att(~ud his ti·ial, lH"o\·icled his resr 
deuce be Jmo\Y n to the churth. · ·· · ·· · ·. . . 
· 18. When a witlies:-:; not nmember· of this church is intro

<1 need, he shall not be exnmiued till th~ question has been 
put to the church, "WiU ymi hear the testimony of this . 1vit~ 

· ness ? " · . · , · ·· · · · . · . 
'l!J. ·~;The evidence in every case of dealing andacknolwedge: 

mont slwll be minuted in the church book. . 
20. · Members dismissed ·• frinn the chu\:eh by letter w11o 

become disorderly,· or cmitinue to hold their letters without a 
g-ood reason, shall becitcd to confer(~nco to· answer for their 
"--· . ' - . conduct. · , · · • · . · ·. · · . . · · · . 

21. Expollocl menibers may' be restored to i'cllo'wship on 
their petitiop, if their walk since expulsion has convinced tho 
church that they have sinc(~relyr(:lpen,ted of their former evil 

' conduct. · · · · ·. ' ' · · · . . · . · 
22, · A vote shnllnot be talren upon any quc:.ition without a 

.·move and second, and in all important· questions. the vote · 
shall be taken by rising to tho feet. ' · ·. · .· · 

.· 21L · No motion shall be made '\Vhilo' a mm·c and second is · 
· before the conference. · · ·· · · · 
.. · 24. It sl1an be cousiderml di~iorde1:ly for any member to 
abse.nt hili1self from conference when an important question 
is to be decided, bnt a member upon his ·own request may be 
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exempted by tho church from voting on, either. side in pecu-
liar Cases. _ . 

2i'J. · No member shttll leave tho honse dnring conference 
without sufficient cause, nor eng;1ge in . conversation uot· 
whisper, without being subject to being called tonrderhytho. 
moderator. · . . · . . . . _ 

2G. All discussions in conference must be conducted ~vith 
· ealJ:?ness and good footing. · 'l'hoso wlw speak must n.ri~e. to 

thmr feet and address the moderator,· and keep to the p(Jmt 
in debate. . . 

27 .. No one shall speak more than. three times on the sanw 
motioti withoutpermissioufrom the.moderator, nor shall tlw 
remadrs of any one be unreasoanbly long. ·. . · ·· 

' ' - . 
28 .. When the moderator speaks in debntt!; he must. nomi-

nate some.other1i1oderator in his stead.· ., 
29. ·No one shall he interrupted while. speaking; unless it 

is necessary to call him to order. . 
30. · It shall be the rule of the church toatteud to the ad

l:ninistration of the Lord's Supper at hmst four times a year; 
and the expenses are to be paid by the church. 

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but 
the administr~ttion shall not be deferred on account of any 
ordinary 'matter of dealing .. · . · . · · · 

B2. Feet washing shall bo atteudcrl to as 'tho church so:J:-:; 
proper. 

BB. · Publie fasting, humiliation and pra.yor . shall be ob-
served on proper oecasions. · 

B4. The decorum may be altered or amended by a vote' of 
two-thirds of the members. present at any two successive 
monthly. conferences. · 

• ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
• 

1st. Of God:_:__Wobelieve that there is one and only one 
·living and true God, infinite in all his attributes, the Ort>ator, 
Preserver and Governor of the Universe, rm·ealed to us in 
the Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost., 1st. eh, 

. 'rim 17th v; Isiah 4:1 ch. 22 v. St.· John'17 ch. Brd v. St. John 
1st, 2nd and Brd. 
· 2nd. 'rhe Holy Scriptures:-Webelh~\·e the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testament were given by inspiration of 
God and are binding on all as our infallible rule of faith and 
practice.. 2nd Tm1. Brd ch. Hith v. Unmans 15th· ch 4th v. 
4th ch. 2fl. H vrs. Peter 1st ch. :!1st v . 

• 

I 
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3rd;· · OfClu·ist:~We b2lieve He is God· manifest in the 
. . . . . . . ' ' -

flesh, .being in his divine nature true God itt human .Imture, 
true man, uniting:the person oftlie ·Messiah and Mediator 

· foi .. the redemption of the world. Luke 2nd clt ·4th to l:?tl1 
vs. ·inclusive, Matt. 1st ch. 18, 1!), 20 :ind 21 vs. · 

··4th;. Of the Holy ~pirit:__:_We bel1e.ve thatH8isthethird 
. person in the' Holy 'l'rinity.and posesses all persor;ml divine 
·attributes, being the Reprciver, Comforter and Sa:nctitier. St. 
John.14thch. 26th v., 15th ch. 2Gth v., lGth ch. 7th l~th 
v·erse inclusive. · . ·. · · · · · · · · · · 

. . 
·· · · 6th .. · Of Salvation:--Tlmt the blessing of salvittion are 

.. made free to all.b, the gospel, that it is the immediate duty 

.·of all to receive it•bycordial and-obedient faith, and that 
nothing prevents the salvation ofany so• long as the Spirit 
continues to strive with then1, but their .0\'m voluntary· re
fusal to submit to the Lr)rd Jesus Christ; ·Rom. ·lst·ch. 16th 
vs. PhiL 2nd eb. 12th v. He b. 2 ch 3rd v: ·· · · , .. 

Gth. 'l'he Fall of Man:'-We believe that man was· creat-. . ' . 
l~d sinless but by .. disobedience ·fell into· a state of· sin and 
conde in riation, all his posterity inherited this. fallen · n~iture, 
and all that come to yea1·s of accountabilitywill sin and come 
shoet ofthe Glory of God, except that they re(;eive salvation 
through the Lord Jesus Cbj·ist. · Gen.' 3rd ch. 6th vs.lst ch. 
26th vs. 5th ch. 1st vs. !Jth ch. 6th VE. Co e. 11th cb. 7th vs., 
Hounm Hi·d cb. :!8th vs., l\fark Hipteh. 16th v., Acts lOth ch. 
-W vs. . · · . 

7th. 'l'be Atonem'ent::..:_ We believe that .. Christ in ·his 
I great COmpaSSiOll Offered himself US SaCrifice in 0Ul' Stead, 

therefore God desi:res the salvation of all arid the Gospel in
Yites all rmd whosoever will . may come and partake of . tho 
Word of life freely .. 1st Cor. 1st cb. 7th vs., Eph. r>th ch. 
~nd v., He b. 2nd elL Dth vs., 26th v·s., Hom. 5th ch. Hith · vs., 
Hev; 22nd ch 17th vs. · · · 

8th. Of Election:-We believe that God bas not fixed 
the future state of man by any u_nconstitutional degree, de
livered frmn the beginning to save.all who comrly with the 
termsofsalvation. John 8th.ch. 31st v.,Luke 11th ch. 28th 
vs. Acts lO~h ch. 35th vs. Deut. 11th ch. 26th, 27th and 28th. 

Dth .. On Perseverance:-We believe that none will be fin
~lly saved but those who through grace, persevere in holi
_uess to tl1eend.· John 8th ch., 31st vs. 'l'im. 1st ch.lflth · vs., 
~nd Peter 2nd eh. 21 and 22nd verses.· 
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lOth. Gospel Ordiances:--Wo believe that baptism or the 
burial of believers in water and the Lord's' supper and the 
washing of the Saints feet are ordinances to be perpetuated 
under the Gospel of universal salvation and. to be observed 
by all true believers. Reference for Baptism John Hrd ch. 
5tb vs. Rom. Gth ch. 4th vs. Reference for the Lord's Sup
per. Matt. 2Uth ch. 26ts 27th and 28th· vs. Reference for . 
washing the Saint's feet, John lHth ch. 5th to 17th vs. 

11th. The Lord's Supper:--'- We believe that the Lord's 
Supper was instituted by our Savior as a commemorative 
ordinance, that the bread and, wine. represent His body and 
bbocl that it was instituted fo1· Christians and that all Chris· 
tians should unite in performing the sacred service regardc 
less of name, denomination or distinction. GaL Uth ch. 4th 
vs. Matt. 7th ch. lOth vs. H.om. 4th ch; 3rd and 4th ·vs. 

12th. Of The Resurrection:-- We believe in the resur
rection of the dead and a general judgement. and when the 
resurrection t3.kes place, the soul and body will re·unite 
and form an immortal being that the· righteous ·will be re
ceived into everlasting happiness. and tbe. wicked \Vill be 
driven to everlasting .darkness, where they will be weeping 
"ltnd gnashing of teeth. John 5th ch. 28th and 29th vs., .Acts 
24th ch. 15th vs. Isaih 28th ch 17th vs .. Hob. 9th· ch. 27th 
verse . 
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~Hmntr<l Grm·o, Hem~· Uo., Ala. \V '1' H}lOdes,ER \Villiams Calviri Dykes ' .J L Seller,.;, Ashford: Ala. " :;I ;) l 1 n,~th 1:l7 

· .John Bowen \V L Rhodes · • 
' 

>-t'Rl,.;pect, Hem·y Co., Ala, A J Cherry, S. Cherry, l\1 Calvin Dyke~ 
. . G Howell, .Curtis Hayes · · 

Jspring Hill, Henry Co. Ala. F ~IRobinson,AZCnibeeth'.J I Hatcher · A Z Culbreth. Gordon, Al<t -i 
•-~Silver Run, Henry Co., Ala \V T Rile,\'· '\V .T Muruo~k I\V '1' Hiley, p,lll,.;ey, Ala • j 
..JHockv Grove, .T:tckson Co. Fla. Oiiver Duc~ket· .T I Hat<~her 10lh·et· Ductwr, Ba,;t;om, I•'Ja 1 

""Freel~ ill·~ Hl~st, .Jackson Co .. F la H G Groen, Thos. Berry ~am J~ly H G Green, Dell wood. l•'la ... 7 
-'Springfield, Henry Co., Ala l\1 N:::Jl, .T J;' Nov.-ell !D L Ci1anuiet· i~I Hall. A:-;hford. Ala .. 1, 1 
'• Union Springs, Henry Co., Ala!Chas. Gates ~ . • D L Chandlet· W B Loci;:, Columbia, Ala ... ~ 

\V vV Clark, Dothan, Al:i. lli 
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., 
" 10 ., .,1 
,) -1 

1 1 
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\Vork of the Union-Convention· held 
~-- . - . ' , 

at Dothan, r-l.la., Nov. 19th, 1898. 
• • . . - . . 

• 

• 

• 

Pursuant to adjournment the Pit·stAiinualSe.ssion of tlw 
"Union Free\vill·Baptist · Corivention" . convened with Pros-· 
pectChnrclJ, Henry county, Ala., on·Saturday 11 o'clock, be· 

__ .fore the third Sunday in November, A. D. 1808. 
" --Introductory services directed by Rev. 'l'homas Gilly, 

from Romans 6 ch. and 23 vs. · · ·· · · · · 
- After 'introductory exercises, ·the· delegation vacated 
about two hours for noon and refr_eshments. _ · 

• 

. - . SATURDAY.- AFTERNOON SESSION. 
~-'1,: _, .· . 

According to announcement the delegation re-assembled 
at the church and were temporarilJorganized by electing.Bro. 
B. F. Pate, temporary moderator and Jefferson D. Stephens, 

· temporary clerk. · · · · 
. -·Called for the delegation from the State Line Associa-
tion. -- .. ; · 

Present, two, to wit.:-Rev. G. \Y.. Cherry and Jefferson 
D. Stephens. ·- · · · 
. Called for the delegation from the South Eastern Asso- · 
elation. • 

: ·. - - Present, two, to-\vit:-Rev. 'l'homas Gilly and Bro. B. F. 
· ·Pate.· 
• -- On motion, Df Jefferson .D. Stephens, the delegations . 

. -• • 
--

• 
' 
' 

.-were received. · 
-On motion, of Rev. Thomas Gilly, the temporary organi-

zation was made permanent. 
On motion, of Rev. G. W. Cherry, that· this body be 

known as the "Union Preewill Baptist Convention.'' · 
· On motion, of Rev. Thomas Gilly, the Convention resolv

ed itself into a committee 'Jf the whole for the purpose of 
discussing and drawing up resolutions and articles of gov
ernment for the Convention . 

· .. Jefferson D. Stephens was moderator-of the committ(!O • • • of the whole. · - · · 
. - On· motion,· of Rev. 'l'homas Gilly, tba't we adopt the con

stitution and resolutions as drawn up by the committee, 
·wl1ich were as follows, to wit: · · 
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24 
OB.JECT OF 'THE CONVENTION.· 

1st. 'ro establish and operate· plans for church· exten-
• 

SlOn. 

.2nd. 'ro secur8,.co-operative work, to promote such 
·denominational enterprises, as we are too weak to carry on 
as single Associations.. . .. 

. 3l;cL To labor for the union.oi all Liberal Baptists .. 
-~- . ' . : . . ' . . ' . . . . '~ - . ' . . ' : '• ' 

, . CONSTITUTION. 

1st. The general principals of Free Will, free Salvation, 
free Communion, and Immersion, · shall for~ the doctrinal 
basis of union with this body. Each constituent Association 
shall have right tq the formation of its.own creed and the ad-. 
ministration of its own internal affairs. ' 

.:2nd. · 'J'he necessary expenses of the • Convention ·shall 
be met by funds brought up for that purpose. · 

3rd. 'rhe several Associations, or Conferences, forming 
this body, as well as those· with whom it may form future 
eomp1et, shall be composed of whites only. . · 

· · -± th. · It will be the duty of the State Convention to lend ·. 
its strength and aid to the si1pport of all benevol~nt enter-
prises of the denominat\on; ·. · · ·. . 

:Jth. ·The Convention shall have the right to withdraw 
from an,y Association unsound in faith or disorderly in prac .. . ' . 
hco. , 

• • 
lith. · Assoc:intions shall be entitled to one· deleg·ate for 

- ... .___ 

eYc:·y cue lm::.:drod ll1cmbers, or majority fraction thereof. 
And each church of the respective associations compris

iug this Com·eution shall be entitled to one delegate each. 
. . it h .. The Association shall send a letter to. the Conven
tion giving their general condition; .l~ full statistical report of · 
the previous year's work H1e name and post office of the 
Moderator and Clerk, and the nanws and post offices of all 
ordained ministers of the Association. 

HilL The officers of the Conventionshall be entitled to 
scats in the Convention as ex-officio members. · 

Hth. 'l'he Convention shall meet annually at such place 
:1~• may be agreed upon, and ·when assembled shall organize 
nud elect officei·s after manner of associational. \Jrganization, 
shall arrange its own programme of business ns far as possi, 
ble observing tho order (>f bn~-;iness of the association, and 
the mE~m bers shall maintain· due christian deportment, as 
<~Ujoinpd l;y thu dee:ornm of the church and the association. 
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--------------------~25 ____________________ __ 
. lOth. 'rhis Constitution may be altered, or amended,· or 

abridged, at any session ofthe convention by a majority of 
votes. · · 

CHANGES RECOMMENDED • 
• 

'rhe Convention recommends: 
· lst. 'rhat the word "appointed" in Art. 6 of the Church 

Decorum be discontinued, and the word "elected" be used 
in its place. 
. 2nd. That the word "appointed', in Art. 7 of the Church 

· Decorum be discontinued and the word "elected" be used in 
its place. . . . 

3rd. 'rhat Art. 31 of the Church Decorum be changed 
to read as follows: "As to Communion, 'Let a man examine 
himself and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 

. ' . 
cup.'" . . . 

On motion of Rev. Thomas Gilley, Rev. G. W. Cherry was 
elected treasurer of the convention.. . . . . 

On motion of Rev. Thomas Gilly, Rev. G.. W. Cherry is 
to preach the introductory sermon at the next Convention,. 
followed by Rev. Calvin Dykes. · . 
· · On motion of Rev. Thomas Gilly, adjourned, and will 

. meet with Howard Grove church on Saturday before the 3rd 
Sunday in November, A: D. 189!), located 3 miles east of Cot
tonwood, on Campbellton and Gordon road. · · · . · . 

. . . B. F. PATE, Moderator. 
JEFFERSON D. STEPHENS, Clerk.' 
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