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PROCEEDINGS . 
·. Pursuant to adjournment the Sixteenth Annual Ses

·6n of the' State Line Freewill Baptist AssoCiatio'n con-
' )ned with. Antioch church,. Holmes county, Florida, on 

, · ·'l1hursday before the second Sunday in October, A. D.1901. , . 
· ·· ~- _-. The introductory servic-es \vere conducted- by Rev:o: · · · 

• 

"/f.. Whittle from Romans 8:14. Rev. J. I. Hatcher, who • . ' ' . . 

·- , ~been nominated to open the services, wa~ not present. 
' . 
:The Association adjourned for one hour- and_- thirty 
• __ .• mtes for refreshments. 

• 

• • 

I 

' • 

THURSDAY -AFTERNOON SESSION. 
• -. . .. . ' ' ' 

-, The Association reassembled at the appointed time. 
. ~' ' ' . . . 

1 Moderator_ G. W. Qherry read the 116th chapter of 
· ~alms. <~oh, for a heart to praise 011r God!" w'as sung by 

j ' " . . . -

.11e body, after whichthe Moderator offeredprayer. _ 
\ The Association was then called to order by the _-

:· .,!mer Moderator and business proceeded with. ·- - - · i . ' ' - . - . ' - ' ' 
- > J. W. D. Stephens was made Clerk pro tempore in the . . - . 

' . . . 

' 
, bsence of the ,former officer. ~. ~' ( 

• 
•. . . 
• •· Letters from the various churches were called for-and • • 

• 
read by Rev. Calvin Dykes and Brother_ H. D. Green and 

-· their state minuted. • -
' 
J _ , The churches. and- delegates were enrolled as follows:-
• ' ·1. Prospect-L. 0. Searcy, W. w. Clark, J. W. Conner. 

. . . 
J 2. Hickory Grove-J. W. D. Stephens, J. M. Rob-
• · ins on, H. G. McCullough. - · · .. 
J ' . 
,; , 3. Ne_w ~orne-John Mercer, J. B. Whitaker. 
J •. 4. Howard'sGrove~J. F. Capps, Ben Williams. 
~ _. ·~. 5. New Harmony, Henry Count~-.-A. J. Granger, J. 
~- . T Granger. . . - . 
; '- ·- .. ' . 6. Pilcher Pond-Mason qhason, J. D. Medlock. 
~ 7. Antioch-John Culver, T. Y. Woodward . 
. J . ' 

l · .8. Union Springs-W. H. Jenkins, D. V. Olive. • • J ~ 9. Ardilla-J.W: Hall, J. F. Fillimgim, Amos Mixon. 
J ~- 10. New Hope-A. M. Kirkland. · 
j i': • ,r·· .. . •- -•,.. . 
j . ·. - . ' 
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11."' 1i'riendship-.J. D. Marlo, J. B. Fershee . - ' . . 
12. Springfield-.T. P. Williams,]. A. Givens. 
13· Pittman Creek-.T. J. Hatcher, G. R. Faulk. 
14. Ple~sant Ridge-C. W Davis, \V. D. Ward. • 

• 
' 

• 

15. · New Harmony, Geneva County-David Nixon, W. . . I . . 

-· B~ Smothers; L\ V: Elmore, Z. B Hagins. · · 
16- Rocky G-rove~R T. Baxter, M ·J. Mercer. 
17 .. _ Freewill'sRest-H. G .. Green, L. C. Messer. 

·1s. Turner Spring--G. W. Arnold, H. L. Gomilian,·R. 
P. Powell, J. R Calvin. . 

On motion of C. M Whittle, Brother Z~ .B. Hagins was 
added to the New Harmony delegation,· after which he 

.-· . - . I 

represented his church by proxy .. 
Calvin Dykes inoved that preaching be held in the. arbor 

in the afternoon. · Adopted. · · · · · · . ~ 
, ' ' . . . . . . 

· The Moderator appointed Brother J. D. Alford to 
· preach, assisted by Brother J. \Y. ·Bruner. . i. 

J. l\1. Robinson moved that Brother H. D. Green repre-
sent Freewill's Rest by proxy. Adopted . . . . 

Rev. D. L Chandler moved that Spring Hill church's . . 
name be changed to New Home.· Adopted. _ 

Brother CalVin Dykes moved to proceed with the eJec- -
. tion ot a Moderator and Clerk. -

The Association then permanently organized by eleet
ing Rev. Calvin Dykes :as Moderator and J. W ·D. Ste-

. I 

phens as Clerk · 
After taking the chair the Moderator invited visiting: 

brethren to seats with the Association. . . 
·A call was made for petitionary letters and resulted in 

the reception of one from Turner Spring. · . __ ·· · 
On motion of J. W. Connor the letter was read by the 

Clerk. -- - .. 

On motion ·of Brother J. M. Robinson the church -..vas· 
received, and while singing· a hymn the right hand of fel- · 
lowship was extended by the Association to her delegate . 

A motion was ma_de and adopted to appoint the various-
· committees. · . 

' 
A motion was adopted to call the roll and erase the 

names of absent· delegates, filling their places· with any 
. members present from their respective churches · .. -

'rhe various committees were then appointed as fol-
. ' 

lo\vs: . 

f ' . . 
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' . ' . ' . . . 
1. On Divine Services_:.Brethren John Culver, T. Y .. · 

Woodward, J. W. Conner. . . _ 
2 On Suggestions-Brethren .D. ,L. Chandler, 'J; 'A .. 

Givens, J. w. Hall, A. J. Granger, J. B. Fershee .. · . 
3. On Sabbath Schools-Brethren H. G. McCullough, 

J. B. Whitaker, Ben Williams. 
4. On Temperance-Brethren G. W. Cherry, D. L. 

Chandler, J. A. Givens. 
5 .. On Finance-Brethren James .F. Capps, J. J. Gran-

. ' 
ger, Mason Chason. . . · ... 

6 On Nmninl;J,tions -Brethren L. 0. Searcy, w. W. 
Clark, J. M . .Robinson. . · 

7. On Documents-~rethren. Amos Mixon, A .. : M. 
Kirkland, J. J. Hatcher. · · 

8. On Obituaries-Brethren J. D. Medlock, .John Cul-
ver, T. Y. Wood war;d. .. . . . 

9. On Education-Brethren J. W. D. Stephens, John 
Mercer, W. H. Jenkins ... · . 

• • 
• 

10. On 1\lissiqns-;-Brethren H .. G .. Green, M. J. Mer-
cer, Z. B. Hagins,· C. w. Davis, R .. P. Powell- . 

On motion of Rev. D. L. Chandler the Decorum was 
• 

read 
Correspondents ·from sister associations were called 

for, and on motion their reception was deferred ·until Fri-
. day ·morning. . . . 

·. On motion of Elder D L Chandler tpe report on divine 
services was called for and read as follows: 

' 

We, your Committee on Divine Services, beg leave to· . . . 
make the following report, to-wit: 

Friday . morning at 9 o'clock Rev. G. M. Hardie to 
preach, followed by Rey. J. D. Berry .. 

l[riday morning at 11 o'clock FJ.der D. L. Chandler to 
preach, followed by Rev. G W. Cherry .. , 

• 

· ·Friday afternoon at 3 o'clock Rev .. R. L Medlock to 
preach, followed by Rev. J. C. Eldridge. . · 

1. J. UuL YER~ Qhairman .. · 
• 

On motion of Brother J.l\L Hall 'the Association ad-;. 
journeduntil9 o'clock Friday morning. 

. . 

The Association then joined in singing "Amazing . · 
grace, .how sweet the sound!" closing with prayer by Elder. 
D L. Chandler. · · 

• . . 

• 
( ' v 

• 

• 
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FRIDAY-MOHNING SESSION· 

• 

The Association met pursuant to ·adjournment and 
joined with the Moderator in singing, "Jesus, lover of my 

' . 
soul," atter which Brother B. F.Pate invoked Divine sup-
plication. · 

. The call was renewed for corresponding and petition
. . ary letters, which resulted· in the reception of a corre

sponding letter from Freewill's Rest church. ·The church 
. . 

was received yesterday by proxy. 
On motion the letter was read by the .Clerk 
Brother J. M. Robinson moved that Brother L. C. l\Ies-

. . ' 

ser be received as a delegate from Freewill's Rest church, 
which inotionwas adopted. ; · · · . · . 

The call being renewed for correspondents from sister 
associations, three responses were· made to the call-two 
by·delegations and one by letter. 

Rev. G. W. Cheri·y moved that Brother B. F. l'ate of 
the SouthAastern and Brother J. C Eldridge of the Salem 
Association be're'ceived as correspondents. :. Adopted .. 

On motion the letter of correspondence from the· Mar
. tin Association was received; after which the right hand of 
fellowship was extended to the two corresponding dele
gates by the Association. · 

On motion the Moderator read a letter from Rev.]. T. 
· Knight, Moderator of the Salem Association, in which he 
stated his willingness to make aclmowledgements for any 
accusation that was true, and that he desired union be-

• • 

tween the two associations 
, 

A motion by Brother H. G. McCullough was adopted 
that we correspond with sister associations. 

' . - ~ 

It was further amended by the adoption of a motion by 
'Rev. G. W. Cherry that thi~ Association will correspond 
with all sister bodies that.it can get delegates to attend. 

Elder D L Chandler moved to correspond with the 
, 

. Chattahoochee Association by letter. Adopted. 
The following brethren either volunteered or were 

otherwise made delegates: . 
To the Martin Association-Revs. D. L Chandler and 

Calvin Dykes, H G. Green and J. W. Conner. 

• 

To the Southeastern Association-Revs. ]. D. Sowell,. 
G. w. Cherry, and J. D. Alford, J. W. Conner. and .J. D .. · 
Marlo. 

• ' 

• , ' 
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To the Salem Association-Revs 
W. Cherry, .T. D. Sowell, Calvin Dykes, 
. . 

J. A. Givens and H. G. Green: 
- I 

• 

• 

D. L. Chandler, G 
and J. I. Hatcher, 

• 

• 

To the Liberty Association-Revs G. W. Cherry and 
J. B Bryan and ,J. W. Hall. .. 

' ' On. motion rio correspondent. \Vas-appointed to meet . . . 

- with the Evergreen Association because its time and place 
of convening were not knowri . ·. . . . . '· · · . 

. . 

• 

On motion of Rev J C. Eldridge the-delegation to the · 
. . . . . ' . 

Salem Association was empowered to settle all existing 
differences between the State Line and Salem Associations. 

A c<1ll was made for the report of the . , .. 
• • • 

• COMMITTEE ON SUGGESTIONS. . · 
' . . . . . ,_ ' . 

~ . .,· . '· . . 

i' We, your Committee on Sugge~t~ons, beg leave to sub-· 
' . . .. 

mit the following report, to-wit: .. 
' ' c ·, ' • • ' 

1. We suggest that this Association form and organ-
- . . 

ize a stock company for the purpose of procuring a printing . . . . ' . . 
outfit for the purpose of advancing the Freewill Baptist 

- . ' .t··--· '-. . . . . . . . . ' . -

cause 
2. · Brethren, \Ve see that our. pastors' have not been . 

cared for as they should be in· the past, -and we suggest 
that eacli church endeavor to. do more for their pastors 
than they have heretofore. · : · .. --. . . 

· · D L. CHANDLER, Chairman. . . _ 
• 

On ri1otion the report :yas recived and adopted, with an. _ 
amendment that all the churches secure good titles tothe 
land upon which they build, and the committee discharged. 

' . 
' ' . ' . . 

' CO:ID!ITTEE ON-FINANCE. . ' . . 
' 

• • • ·r ._ ... • '_,. . 

vVe, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to subinit 
• 

the following report, to-wit:- . . .. _ . _ 
Collected for minutes .................................... ,, ................. $20 65 

' 
Collected for Associational-purposes. ,......... . ..... .. .. .... .. 14 70 

- . • ,.• ' I . . - . 
. - - . , ' - ' I ~ ' ---

T t 1 . . ' ' . " . . . . . .;:.3 ~ 3 ~ 
o a ............ ······.····· ·······~·············································tiP·;::> · n· 

• JAMES F. CAPPS, Chairman. .-
. . 

On motion the report was received and adopted and 
./ .. ' . . 

the comlnittee discharged. . 
- ·A. C._ Mercer mo'ved that a Treasurer pro tem be ar 

pointed. -Adopted. . 
• • 

The Ohair appointed Rev. G. \\'. Cherry. 

----------~--·---~----. ---
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' 

On motion of A. C. Mercer it was ordered that all 
' . 

money received by the Treasurer pro tern. _be turned,over 
to R.ev. G. L Love, the Treasurer. . • 

' 
CO~fMlTTEE 0:-.J· DQCUJ\IENTS . 

. . 

· We, your Committe'eon Docmhents, beg leave .to sub-
mit the following report, to~wit: · . 

We ask the AssoCiation to let the. literature remain as 
it is We also recommend that our. churches use Manley's 
Choice Hymn Book.·. We also recommend that our Clerk 
have nothing published that has been tabled or lost in the· 
Association. · 

\Y e also recommend that this Association use every· 
· · means to secure more funds and have bette.!;' printing done. 

Respectfully suLmitted, 
' ' 

•. c ••• -r.· ··. · · · AMOS MIXON, Chairman. 
-· ··-- ... "'' ·- . . 

.··On motion· the. report of' the committee was received 
and adopted and the committee discharged. ~ 

CO:IIMITTEE ON EDUCATION. . . 

)\ We, your· Committee on Education, beg leave to sub
mit the'following report, to-wit: 

We heartily indor'se any movement forthe betterment ' ' ' ,, 

and itnprovement of our people, intellectually as well as 
spiritually. We want ·and need educated talent to promul
gate and direct Christ's cause. Education alone does not . . . 
make a Christian-nay, Godforbid!.......,.but it does increase 
the Christian's power for good: We have public schools 
established throughout an· our great· country for the dis
semination of 'knowledge, a;nd we request and insist on . . 
parents giving their children an education 

. . . . 

Give your children wholesome literature to read; sub-
scribe for one or more newspapers whose influence will b'e 

' . . -

elevating-inspiring a higher plane of life, which will make 
worthy men and women· of our dear children.. . · 

· · J. W. D. S'l'EPHENS, Chairman. · 
On motion. the report was received and adopted· and 

the committee discharged. · · ' 
CO~D!ITTEE o;.- SABBATH SCHOOLS. • • 

· We,.yourCommittee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to · 
submit the following report, t.o-wit: 

We heartily indorse Sabbath schools. ·· We believ'e 

r , 
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thern to be good for the mind as well as the soul. 
' ' ' ' 

We foundonly t.hree schools in our last Pastoral Asso-. . ' . . ' 

ciational :rear, with 130 pupils ; , 
I 

We hope to have more schoolsjn the ensuing Associa-
tional year, and may they ac:complish. much good: We 
believe .them to be good for the training of the young minds 
of our beloved children ·. . · · · · · · · · . ' ; ' 

H. G. McCULLOUGH, Chairman• 
On inotion the report was' received and adopted and . 

. . . 
the committee discharged 

• • 

. . ' 

C:Hill!TTEE .O~I OBITUARIE .. 
. 

We, your Com~nittee on Obituaries, b~g leave ·to sub-
mit the following report, to-wit: . . . ' .... 

·We firl.d. that there have been only five deaths in our 
' ' ' . . . 

Association this yeir,· and we recommend that their obit-
. . . . . . . . ' . . . . ,. 

uanes appear m our mmutes. · . · ·. · · 
• 

· · J. D. MEDLOCK, Chairman.·' . . . 
On motion the report was· received and adopted and 

the committee discharged.· ·. · ·· 
- ' .. 

' CCHH!I'l'TEE ON NOMINATIONS.' 
• • . .. 

·we, yourCommittee on Nominations, beg leave .to sub-
mit the following .report, to-wit: 

' 

We nominate Union Springs church, Henry county, 
Ala., f()r the next session of this Association. ' 

' 

We nominate Brother D L Chandler to preach the . . . 
Introductory Sermon and Brother G. W. Cherry to close. 

We nominate Brother Calvin Dykes to write the Cir-
cular Letter. L 0 SEARCY, Chairman . . 

On motion the report· was received and adopted and 
the committee discharged. ' 

COM11I'l''l'EE ON TEi\Il'ERANCE. 
. . .-

We, your ·committee on. 'remperance, beg leave to 
make the tollowing rep('rt, to-wit: 

Whereas, the liquor traffic is .the greatest. evil of the 
day; iy is the king evil of all evils. It ruins a boy and 
blights· his character; it. ruins a man and ·destroys the 
peace of his. >vife and children; it blights the church and 
causes man to lie to man,. to the church, to his wife and to . . ' ' . . 

God. It.is against society and humanity, and God's. word 
is pronounced upon a man who puts the bottle to his neigh-
bor's lips. . 

. . 

• 

' 

' 

' 

I 
' 
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I 
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This great evil has mortgaged more. farms, desolated 
more homes, made more tramps, paupers. and ,criminals 
than all other causes combined together. No matter wh~tt 
may be the wisdom of the financial side of the question or 

' ' ' 

the wisdom of the cliurch, so long as we legalize and pat-. ' - . . ' . 

ronize the grogshop so long will wretchedness and want . 
abound; and, therefore, .we call upon all those who are on 
the Lord's side to help us to fight this great evil. 

' ' 

Brethren,·· it. paralyzes arid ·pauperizes the church. 
The statistics show there are 240,000 saloons in the United 
States. Ninety-five per cent. of the church members 
drink whiskey. Brethren, i.t seems as if the Gospel had 
been starved out and the saloon kept alive. Let us reverse 

· this order of affairs and starve out the saloon and)~eep up 
' ' 

the church. The amount spent for whiskey each year is 
$1,000,000,000 The church is the roitd to heaven a~d the 
saloon the road to hell. . . ' 

G. W. Cm~RRY, Chairman . 
On motion the report was received and adopted and 

the committee discharged. • . ' 

• · THE TREASURER'S REPOR'l' • 

. ' ' ' ' . ' .· 

was called for and read as follows: 
RECEIPTS. . . I 

Received for n1i11utes . ................................................... -. ...... .. $17 30 
' : ' ' 

Received for Associational purposes ................................... . ~ ....... 17 tO 
' . 

' ' ' ' 
' ' Total .......... .......................................................... . ~'34: 90 

' 
'DISBURS~MENTS, ' 

Pail for printing minutes ..... ..... _ ..... ,,.,. .. -........................ .... -...... $17 10 
' ' ' Paid for postage ................ , ........................................ ~ ..... :· ... 1 25 

. . ' 
Paid the Clerk for services rendered ..... -.. .'; ...... ............................. 10 00 

' . . ' 

'l~otal ............................. · ......... -.... ; .......... ~ ............... . $28 35 
Atnountat present in the han<!s of the Tr-easurer ............... : .............. S28 35 

G I. .... LovE, Treasurer 
On motion the report was received. 

• 
COMMITTEE ON l'.llSSIONS. 

' 

We, your Committee on Missions, beg leave to make 
• • 

the following report, to-wit:· 

• 

Although we find that this"Association. has made an·. 
effort and fai~ed to raise funds for the purpose of sending 
out 1p.issionaries to work, we still deem such ~teps would 

,~ be in furtherance of and beneficial to the cause of missions 
",j notwithstanding previous failure. 

. We find some funds still in the treasury for missions 
' ' 

which are not being used for any purpose whatever, and 
• 



' 

would suggest that the said funds be used for the good of 
the Association. If the proposed stock company should 

' . 
be organized for the purpose of procuring a printing out-
fit, we would suggest that this. money be used in purcbas~ · 
ing a press as a part of such printing outfit.· 
. H. G. GREEN, Chairman. 

• • 

On motion the report was received and adopted and 
' ' 

the committee discharged. · 
' . 

On motion of Brother A U Mercer the Circular Let-
, ' 

ter was read. · . ' 

On motion it was received and adopted and ordered to 
' . 

be published. 
MISCELLANEOUS llUSE.-ESS. 

Brother B. F. Pate moved that the General Associa-
' ' 

tion convene -\vith Prospect church, Henry county, Ala., 
on Friday night before the, third Sunday in December, 
·which was adopted. 

· Brother J. w~ Conner moved that each of the various 
churches' send one delegate to the General Convention, 
which was adopted. 

On motion the Association adjourned for refreshments, 
Brother 3. b. Eldridge offering prayer.· 

' ' 

FRIDAY -AF'l'ERNOON SESSION. 

The Association reassembled pursuant to adjournment 
and joined with the Moderator in singing, "0, for a closer 
walk with God," after which prayer was offered by Brother 
3. B. Bryan. 

• 

· · On motion of Rev. D. L. Chandler the Clerk read the 
proceedings of the Association during his and Rev. G. W. 
Cherry's absence for.ll o'clock services in relation to the 
General Association, after which, on motion, all ministers . 

• 

were made delegates. . 
The ministers' reports of their year's work were called ·. 

' for and read as follows: . 
• 

. I have had . the pastoral care of· three· chuiches this 
year. Preached fifty-four sermons, received thirty-six 
members into the church, and joined together in holy mat-
rimony five couples. · G. W. CI-IERiiY: 

I have preached about twenty-seven sermons, married 
ten couples, and conducted nine burial services. 

' ' 

3. l. HATCHER. 

' 

• 

• 

• ' 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
' 
' 

' 
' 
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On motion of Rev.· G. \Y. Cherry Article XIII of the 
Association's Decorum was abolished. 

On motion of Rev. D. L Chandler, Brother Blalock, of , 
. the Central Association, made a statement concerning his 

. . 

association, whereupon, on.motion of Rev. D L Chandler, 
• 

he was received as a corresponding delegate.. . 
On motion of Rev. D. L. Chandler the Association re

turned to the business of appointing correspondents to 
• • • sister assomatwns. . . 

. Revs. J. B. Bryan and J. D.' Sowell and z. B. Hagins 
· were selected as delegates to the Central Association· .. 

On motion of Elder D. L Chandle-r the heartfelt thanks 
of the Association were. tendered to the Antioch church and 
community for the kind hospit~lity shown th.is body during 
its stay with them. .. . 

On motion the Clerk was paid $10 for his services.· 
A motion was adopted that the Association adjourn to· 

· meet with the Union Spring~ church, Henry county, Ala., 
at 11 a m. on. Thursday before the second Sunday in Octo
ber, A. D 1902. 

·. "On Jordan's stormy banks I stand" was sung while 
• 

all took the parting 11and, after which the Association hum-
bled in Divine supplicatio..n with the Moderator. 

. . 
Benediction by the Moderator. 

REV. CALVIN DYKES, Moderator. 
J. W. D. STEPHENS, Clerk: · 

' -----

• CIRCULAR LETTER. 
. . BAPTIS~L 

Baptism is ons of the three ordinances of the Freewill . 
Baptist faith. 

• •• 

This modern type of baptism is of New .Testament . 
origin; dating from the preaching in the wilderness of John 
the Baptist. · Being instituted arid. practiced by Christ, it· 

· is, therefore, an ordinance of the church under grace, fol
lowing in the wake of circumcision of the Mosaic law . 

We believe baptism is a requireme1,1t pre-requisite to 
. . 

church membership that God in His omnipotent wisdom 
sa>v fit to make .. ·Its propriety is unquestionable. All 

• 

Scripture is gi¥en by inspiration of God, and is profitable . 
fordoctrine, correction and reproof. We are instructed 

• 



,. 
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to believe, repent and ·be baptized "in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost," anu by so doing we 
obey the commands ·of God, and by obeying His command
m(mts we gain His good pleasure and obtain eternal life. -· 

. ' . . 
'J,'he ·uses -of baptism are· significant. Baptism does. 

not cleanse and purify the soul from sin in the sense that . 
- ' - • , ' I , - ' ' 

a persori uses soap to cleanse and purify clothes, but is 
' ' ' . . ' 

typical of that cleansing, and typifies the death and resur 
rection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . ' . . . . . ' . 

We are·b.uried in baptism with Christ to rise and walk 
' . ' . . ' . 

in newness in life, signifying to the world that we.have 
crucified the lusts of the flesh, put away evil things, and . ' ' . - ' 

have taken up. the Cross of Christ' to make our peace-
calling and election sure. 

\Y e believe that the baptism of the Holy Spiritis abso-. . ' - . 

lutely essential to regeneration, and tha,t the water baptism 
. . . 

o'lght not to be omitted. For example: When a sinner is 
• • 

convinced that he is a sinner and· believes with all his soul . . . '. - ' . ,•. 

that Jesus Christ is His Saviour and gives himselt to God, 
' ' . - -

he has been taken possession of by the Holy Spirit, and is, 
·we believe, in a savory state \~ith God Albeit it then be
comes his imperative duty to receive the water-baptism in 
the name of the Trinity on the first opportunity. 

vVe practice but one mode of baptism-immersion
which is the way that we understand the Scripture require-

• 

mer.ts. 
The word "baptize," untranslated, means to immerse; 

therefore, immersion is forcibly sustained. Furthermore,· . 
the Scriptures are plain and demonstrative on.this point of 
doctrine Paul says: '.'Th_erefore, we are buried with him 
by baptism." (Rom. 6:4.) And .John says: "And· John 
was also baptized in Enon, near to Salim, because there 
was.much water there" (John 3:23.) In acts: "And they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the enuch; · 
and he baptized him " (Acts 8:38.) And Mary wrote:· 
"Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized 
of John in Jordan." (Mark 1:9.) 

Now, dear brethren, we are to"acceptthe word of God 
as it is, regardless of man's·opinion, not only on the sub~ 
ject of baptism, but in all of its teachings .. Therefore, 
obey that divine injunction-search the Scriptures- · 

· · J. W. D. STEPHENS. · 
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OBITUARIES.· 
. J. J. BAXTER. 

' ' 
We are pained to chronicle the death of our ·beloved 

' 

brother, J. J Baxter. He was an earnest and devoted 
member of Rocky Grove church. He had been a consist" 
ent church member for thirty-eight years .. fie. leaves a · 
wife, seven children arid other relatives' and' friends to ' 

' . . ' . . 
mourn his departure.· Peace be to him. He was born 
June 5, 1832; died July 12, 1901; aged 'sixty-nine years, 

. one month and seven days. . · 
. . ]AlliES HATCHER .. 

Sacred to the memory of our beloved brother, James. 
Hatcher. He was an earnest member and deacon.of Hick
ory Grove church.· He had been a church member for 

• 
about twenty-one. years. He leaves a wife, six. children; 

I . - • 

relatives and friends to mourn liis departure. Peace be to 
him. · He was born October' 16, 1826; died May· 28; 1901; 
aged seventy-four years, ·seven months and twelve days. 

' ' 

STATISTICS OF . THE ASSOCIATION.· 
. ' . 

The State Line Freewill BaptistAssociation was or
ganized at. Howard Grove church, November 20; 1886. 
Year. Moderator. Clerk. Church. No. 

· 188G ...... D. L. Chandler ........ Calvin Dykes .... ; ......... Howard Grove ........ 449 
1887 ...... D.' L. Chandler., ...... Calvin Dykes .............. Beulah .... .' ...... ; ..... 577 
1888 ...... R. M. Gray ............ Calvin Dykes ..... •,·;: ...... l\facedonia ........ ;.; .. 403 

1889 ..... R.l\1. Gray ............ Calvin Dykes .............. Friendship ...... : ..... 5Hl 
1890 ...... R.l\L Gray ............ Colvin Dykes ..... , ....... Lovewood .......... : ... 443 

18~1. .. ~-- R. ~1. Gray ............ Calvin Dykes ........... · ... Prospect .............. 339 
. 1892 ...... R. l\1. Gray ............ Calvin DyJ<es .............. Silver Run ............ 4H 

1893 ...... D. L. Chandler ........ ]. D. Stephens ........ ; ..... Hickory Grove ........ 450 
1B9!. ..... R; !\I. Gray ... · ......... J. D. Stephens ...... ~:. · .... SpriD.g Hill ... ." ....... -.422 · 

• 
1895 ..... ·.D. L. Chandler ........ ]. D. Stephens ............ Pittman Creek ........ 503 

1895 ...... Calvin Dykes ......... J. D. Stephens ......... ; .. , .Howard Grove ... · .... 5GS 

18U7 ...... D. L. Chandler ....... ]. D. Stephens .............. New'Hope ... ; ......... 653 

1898 ...... D.' L. Chandler ........ ]. D. Stephens ..... .' ........ Rocky Grove ..... ', .... 633 
1RD9 ... ~ .. D. ·L~ Chandler ........ J. D. Stephens .............. Prospe.ct~ .... -. ;.~.: .. -~ .. . 671 -
'1900 ...... G. \V. Clierry .......... f. D. Stephens ......... ;~ .. Freewill's Rest .. ,' .... R03 ·· 

• . /1~~,1 ... .lj;l~ij ~yk~ .. ·'i.: .. .. J.
1 
~::A Stephens ........ ;~~nt;och. ;·j' ·;. ·~·.; ,~114 

.. ---~~tJW; •• ~11Ut·J~· . t ~"~rv~ 77~~ 
· · · . .p? LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS · AND . 

// 
-.;# .. :• c (? . THE~R POST<?FFICES. · . ·. 

1'. · R. M. Gray, Geneva county, Ala. . . 
' ' 

• 
' ' ' 

2. D .. L. Chandler, Pansey, Henry county, Ala.. . . ... 
3. Calvin Dykes, Ashford, Henry county, Ala. . 

' . 

' ' ' ' 
' 

' ' 

' • 

• 



If. .JI .'ht~ fl: 
J: ;r;:tl- ~ 
6. ;;_,e. , 
7• .-1- .J 1. Hatcher, com, Jackson county, Fla.·· 

, 

~· oit. G. L. Love, Howard, Henry county, Ala:· . . ' 
tf, ~. \V. S. Cook, Pansey, Henry county, Ala. 
fd, ~ J. D. S~w~ll, :ll Geneva county, Ala. 
II· 4f. J. B. Mtlls, ~ :ii' county, Ala. 

' 
'j..,--'9. G. W Cherry, Dothan, Henry county, Ala. 

'J.N. J M Murdock, Ashford, Henry county, Ala. · · 
~~~. C. M \\'hittle, Eunola, Geneva county, Ala. _ · 
~Mt J. 'ii.''Robinson, Marianna, Jackson coun.ty, Fla. · · 
-~ H. G. Wiggins, Bottmn;-Hem•·sc,.euun~, ~\:'1' .... X#-'} 
7• :lit. J. D Berry, Eunola, Geneva county, Ala. 
~ i-'6. Elbert J. Davis, 

@tlfi~~ ' -'-hi.. 
''J>S· . J. E. Lock, Ardilla, Henrs: county, Ala. • 
p.~. W. J Murdock, Ashford, Henry county, Ala. 
.1. ~- R L. Medlock, Marianna, Jackson county, Fla. 
'- ~. R. L. Hunter, Columbia, Henry county, Ala. , . 

• 

b---=- . 
TIATE. 

. ' 
- • I . • 

1. F. M. Swails, Hartford, Geneva county, Ala. - .- . . ' --

2.1,8. Hunter, Columbia, Henry county, Ala. 

-1 . A. G. Meroer-FGor.don'FHe~unt~. -'-~~ 
. . ' 

J,ci. w. P. Benefield, Peach, Dale county,Ala .. 
~:~ J D. Pearce, Cottonwood,, Henry county, Al_a. _ 
If;.;;. .J W. Bruner, Asa, Genevfl county, Ala. . . 

0. J "Q. r'fUor.d; \say.Gane.¥aT.county;..A.la. 
• 

--,----

ORDER o:n• BUSINESS. 
•, 

1 .. Organizing. 
j_,2. c: lli O',for """' 

· .;;5' --Electm a 
· ..;.4 Inviting visiting,brethren toseats with us. 
t.~. Calling for petitionaryletters. 
7,-&· Appointing committees. · 

. . 
· 1?;· "i'. Calling the roll and reading the Decorum. · 
. -

• . ' 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

. ' ' 

. •· ' 
' 

' 

' . ' 

• 

. ' 

• 

• 

• 

. ' : 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 
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' . . 

9. Appointing cbrrespondents.•to sister associations. • • • 

10.• Calling for reports of cbmniitteE)s+~ .. 
1L Calling for Circular•Letter. ' · · · 
12. ·Calling tor Treasurer's Teport. · .• ·. ·· ·. · · .. · · 

. . . 
13. Calling for miscellaneous·business ' . 
14. Adjournment.' r • · .'. · • 

"""' , 
• 

• • 
• 

, 

• 
• 

. 1 J . ' , , I · ' • 

' CONSTEt1UTION. ' •. . ' 
,.·_, ••• • .,, • ••••·• . ,,1 

• 

' 

• 
The Constitution qf .the Association·i~. as fo~l9\ys: . . ,' 
AgTJCLE I. This As,socia~ion ,shall .be ,composed of ·. · · 

' , . - ' , I . . ' ' 

delegates annuallysell,t .froi)J., ,the churcJ;tes,based upon iy. 
AuT. II. The delegates.from eaoh ·church. shall. bear ... · .. ' . ' ' ' ' ' .. ' '. ·-- ' ' . . ... '\ -~ 

a letter, signed by.the. .c:;:lerk Q~ .the: church, cer.tifying tlw. · · · 
appointment, to which ,s})allb,e subjqined a. table statinl? · . 
. the number baptized, rf')ceived, by .let.t~.r,. restpre~,: dis: · 
inissed, excluded, d,ied ;witN.n th~)ast A,sso.ciational year, 
the membership, and .ordained, al}.d licentia,tE;l ministe~s, · , · . - . ' . . . 
the name of the church and .pastor, .tl}e tinJ.e Qf . their. 
monthly meeting, and the name pf_their nearest postoffice. ·. 

ART. III. Any church wishihg to become a member 
·of thisbo'dy must' Lrinf( a letter of disiniss~l· from· som~ · · 

"•I- ... . .•. 

other orderly association; or; if be. a n'ewly"coristituted . ~ 
body, it must send by delegatiCn1 a letter ·sth:ti:t'ig 'the ria~e. 
of the minister by "\vhom 'it was constituted; 'and if it is : 

. . . , ,• ' ' I, 

found to be sound it sliall be received. . . ' .. - .... 
- . \' ' i . ' ' ' . . . -

ART. IV. Each churchahall be entitled.' to t\vo'dele~.' 
, , • . : .• ·.'' • . , • I ' ' • . . ' - . • . ' , •,, 

gates for the first twenty-five hlembers, and 'then one de:te~. '•. 
- . ' . ,- .. _,.-,,., - . .. . . . .,,_., . ·, .... 

gate for the fractional part of twerity-five. · . • · · · · · ; · · · · 
ART· V. It is expected that the churdie's con:iposin.:;, '' 

. this body will send delegates' arid 'contributions.'for' th~ ; 
minutes every session, and that no church will withdraw. 

. from the Association .without. assigning a reas.on,fo~ the .. . - ' -
intended withdrawal. • 

• 
ART. VI. The officers.of this Association shall he a·· 

Moderator and Cleric The Moderator. shall pr.eside over 
. ' ' ',. ' .. , ' ~ . 

the body and enforce the rules of· ~he Constitution . and . . . . . . ' ' . ' ' - ' -
Decorum, but he shall not· be allo,ved ·to .vQt.e·, exc~pt. in 

' • j- • -

case of a tie, ori any matter. . .. . 
ART. VII. ·It shall· be the duty of the Clerk.to:record 

' : . . . ' ' '' •' . '' '• . . . -. 
· · the proceedings of the body whenin s~ssion, and tosuperc 
·intend the publication of the same, arid to do all.·other · 

' 
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' 

writing. pertaining to,the busines:;; of.the Ass9,ciatjon. ,, , 
1
,, 

' ART. VIII. ' The. Clerk shh.ll ttlsO•preserve J1 file ot' the r :<I .. '' I 

min~tes'bf'the AsE;'ociation, which he shall deliver tO his; . 
. . . 

~ __ ,, •• ,,.,,., ..• , ••.•• ··,·-· !, ' ........ . 

successor '.yhen he vacates the office. . · · ·. . · . · . · · •'' 
' I ' " I ' ' ' " · ' · ' , ' ' ' : ' ' , :' ·, .' • ' , r J · ' ' , • · \ -· • · - ' · , .. · · · .: . 

. , Aw,r .I,X: ... The Assoqiatiqn .~lu1-l~ llle~t ~tnn.ually,.accord~ , .. ·; ·; ~~· 
ing to adjournment,.and ,shall have powe.r, to tr:ansact.an:·:· .. ·. : .. 

- ' . ' . ·. . .. ' 

business pert<tining to the general good of. this body .c . · ... · .. , . , \,1 

Aui': X. The ·constitution' and also· the Decorum of, .· · · 
·. the Asso~fation maybe alt'er~d· or iJ,'mend&I during any ses,·-- ·.·.· · ;,; 

. 1 · " • I , , ·. ' .- · , ' • .. • i ~ . · : l 'I ' ,.: • ,., I • , • , '• • .. - · ~-- , r. 1 

· sion. of. the. body, by a, ,t,vo;t\~i~ds.; ~ot~ .Pt.; ~he ,.d,e~~~a.te~., · ; ;·: .. ;~ 
Pres,ent.·.-· . ·.····· ,, j'•;- ~ ·, ,. ' ,.--: 0 "\f ' ,. ' :·.·-; 

,, I . ·-,~, 11';! 

' 
_;,_ .. --, ," .. ~ 

'· ' t 
:- ' : l 

, ......... -...... -- _._,. -, ... . 
, DEQ()RUM QF. THE ASSOCIATION. ·.·· . .. . 
,· •'- • l 

41
'•'' L <', ~ '• I' t 0 '• .,:j /< ,"•, '<'LL •;:,J:• ,; '" 'il"t.il 

iAuTICLEl. ':rt'shalfbe.the"duty·oftlie··Moaeiator··'to· · · · 
. ' : ~ ,.• ' • '.'' '•' \' • ! ,. • . '•· , I . : . • ' - . f . ' . • 

pres,ide over the deliberations of. 'the ~s,so.c:~a~i,~n~':;V}ie~·.'!~' .. : i . 
. · session, preserve order, and s'.1bmit motions or'oth~r 'iiiat~· '' . · 

ters: He may have the same right of. speech as any other 
member, provided the cl1~ii::b'e' oc~upi'ed,' 'but11e' shalL not 

' ' . 

be tillo-\v'ed', to; vbte,' excep~··whert: the'. body be: equally • 
: I • l • · ~ • · , , . ' . 1 . , · • - . • . , - • , , • . ~ 

0 
'! · .... ·, _ , .. .. . I , .. . f 

· divided; .in. ~v.h.ich ~as~ he ,£;~all c.ast the dec1ding'vot_e. · ' ·· · " 
' . . .. _. . . -~·,, .. ' '·"•' i ' 1 •. ·. ,•. , •. 

Am:' 2;. ,The .Tr.easurer sl1all keep a correct account . ·.· '. i 
.. -. ·- . . _ . . -· • · · · I . ·. · ~ j I · · :· · , ! ' , 1, • · •. jill~· . \' r. '-~ 

of all the money coming into his hauds~and. t):w ~ann~m .... , 
which it is disbursed.··· He· shall only·pay out t'noney on: the · 

· . order of' tl1e:Assdciation .. 'He sluill keep' :an: ·accountof ·an , ' 
"· , ... ,, ... _ .. .._ .. ,,_ ...•..• •·· ·~ ,, •.. -.t:/ .• .- -•... · .....•• ·.t- t~- ,,- '., 

• 

· .funds reeceived and disbursed by lum, showmg the bal-' ·' · ' · . . ' - ' 

• 

. ' . . -~-···•;'';,··\····-··· 

anc~, if.,a,ny;·on_llall,d ... ; : ..... :-.,· .. ;_,_ ,1: ... :;.,.--i.; __ ,_·._.--:·= ..... :_ •. :··_ .• -~-
.· ·. · AuT: >ik Every motion made and s~conded shall come , . . .. 

under the ll:otiee ~f ;the AssoCiation; unless withdrawn.. . ... -·. :; 
.· · .AuT. 4. The Association shall be opened and closed ·. ·, · 'l 

- . , , ·~ . '· . : ; ' ; l -. • ' 'L , ' , '·; L . ', ' ; ., , < ' , ·_·I'. • ' - I 

with prayer. . , , , ·. , . .· , . . · ... · .· . . , · , : ·.. · · · . .. 
· · ·. AuT. 5: ... The .M oderQ.t?r and O~er,k s~wll pe elec.t~d by . . . ' 

"· . ,, ,,,,._.,,,_, 

- ballot annually. · .. ' .... , . , ........ ·' 
. ' .o . - " ' ' . 

. . AnT. G .. Only one person shallbe allowed to. speak at ., . · 
tl~esan1e time, and'such 'speaker shall 'address the .Mod- . · . ' . . . ' . . 

' .-' • ·- ,, c •• '· • ,, • -·. '.;. ' • - •• ' ' ' • ' , ••••• 

era tor, and shall not ?ein,terrupted 'Yhile sp~~.k~ng, exc~P.~ : . .' 
1

, .' 

by the Moderator. . ·.'. . . . . · . . . . . . , . , 
· AuT .. 7. The names of the delegates sP,all be ,'enrolled 

' . . ~ . . . ' 

andealied as often usthe Association may deem'proper ... · , · ·. , 
. . AuT~ 8 .. The Moderator shall not interrupt a speaker . · · · 

.. ' .. ' ..... ' '. . • ' • r'. . ' , '· ,•. . . . ' " " 

while spe~king, .vnless h~ dep~t~·ts from the subject under · ·. · 
·debate. · · · . . ·. · · , ·· ,, .. . . .. 

• .. .. 
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ART 9. All officers . shall be elected by l:>allot except 
the Executive Committee, which shall be appointed. 
. 'ART. 10. If newly constituted or other churches 

·desire to be admitted into this union, they must petition by 
. delegates and letter, and if upon examination found to be 

orthodox and orderly they shall be received into the Asso
ciation, and such reception ·shall be manifested l:>y giving 
the right hand of fellowship.. -: 

ART-11. · The pastors of each church shall have power 
to form a Presbytery and ordain deacons for the church; 
also t·o examine preachers who rna~· apply for such; also to 
examine ordained ministers who make application to our 
order, and if found sound shall be ·set apart. in rank but 

· not re~ordained 

• 

. · • ART. 12. We, therefore, resolve that no church nor· 
·minister shall be received into this AssoCiation that refuses 
to comply with the ordinance which is given us in the Gos
pel. . This Decorum ·may he altered· or· amend~d ·as the 
Association may see proper 

---'---- • 

. ' ' ' 

CHURCH· DECORUM • 
• • 

1. .A church may choose a pastor. annually at the 
.. last regular conference in the associational year, or it they 

prefer it may choose a pastor for an indefinite· length of 
time, to continue from year to year, so long as he may d~em 

' I 
l. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
' 
I 
' I . 
) 
I 
I . 
I 

it proper to keep up the connection. . . 1 
.· 2. · When it becomes necessary a pastor may l:>eehosen 1 

• 

at any other time; but if the choice be made at a special 1 
conference, the tinie must be appoi~t~d at a monthly meet- I 
ing of a church. . · · 

·. 3. The pastor shall be the Moderator ()f a church; but 
when. he is ·absent or· does not sit as Moderator, l:>eing 
present, some suitable brother shall be a'ppointe·d to sit in 
his place. · . . · 

4. ·'There shall be two or more deacons in ·each church,. 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collections for and 
disbursements of all contributions made by such.church 
for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and:wine 
in the administration of the Lord's Supper. · ' · ::._: · ···· 

5. · The deacons shall also take notice 'of ·such:lnem- · ' 
l:>ers as refuse or neglect to partake of· the Lord's Supper, · · 
and endeavor to learn the cause, that the same may be laid 
before the church in conference if necessary · · 1 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk, 
and it shalll:>e his duty to perform all the recording and 
other writing pertaining to the business of a· churchi and 
to preserve a file of the minutes of this Association: .· 

· 7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books, min: . 
utes, etc., "belonging to the clerk s.hall be immediately deliv-. . . 

• • 
l 
I 



· ... ,, ... -... ·;,·. ' ' ' . . .. . ,. 
,' . ' ' . . 

ered to him by his predecessor·' . . . · ~ · · · · · · · 

. ' 
• 
• 

. , 8 .. When a church deems it necessary a committee of · _c, :2.._ 
.. not less than three male members, welLacqumg·n~t;;e~d:._.;w~i~th~..;.··--~~-···-·-·
. t~e ~:msi?ess; shall be appointed, whose duty g(shall be to' 

giVe advwe to brethren· who apply to them relative to eases 
.of dealing, etc., with ·the church.· · · " ·· . · 

, · · 9. ··Each church shall- hold a two·days' monthly meet-
ing,embradng Saturday·and·the Lord's day following, the· 
first of which shall be the regular time of' conference. 

.. ,10. , It shall be· the duty of every :in em her, male and 
. female, to attend.each conference meetin'g, if theyean, for 
.. on that day the pastor is· expected to' instruct' the church 

in a special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on 
.. doctrine, .disc:ipline and· the rules of ·holy· living. · . 
. . .. n.· ·Any-male member who shall fail· to· attend three 

successive .conferences,· and any ·member' whosoever that 
. . may, be generally remiss· in attending· the· meetings of a· 

church according to the Covenant (Article 10); shall be Cited 
.. to appear in conference •and•answer'fbr his 'neglect; but . 
. .. a church may exempt members from this· ·rul!'df necessary. 

, .. ·12., . Conferences, after. prayer or·divine services, shall 
. be opened and conducted as'follows: "1 Inviting visiting. 

brethren to seats. · 2. Opening the·door of'the church for 
• the reception . of . mem hers; · 3. • :calling· for the reading. of 
the minutes of the last conference; 4 Calling fo'rfLbsentees .. 

. ·5. For aclmowledgments. ·6 •For referenees or deferred . 
business .. 7. For new matters of dealing which are to 
come.before.the body,~ ··8 ·For miscellaneous·business; · · · 

• • 
. .... 13-: Visiting brethren,-and also helps called in from 

sister·churches, shall be allowed· to speak'and inake or sec· 
ond motions, but shall not be allowed to vote. · · · '. . "· 

.. ··. , 14 ... ,Any. orderly membe:r;•of the Baptist church which. 
-. does .. not hold this' Glmrch. in: fellowship may be received 
into a.cJ:.urch without. a. letter when it •is ·made ·apparent 
that his Christian character is uniinpeachabh~, and that he 
has applied fora ietter. and could not obtain it because he 
desil~e.d to join this or so'me sister·church. All other per-
sons must join· by; letter or baptism'" · · · · " · · · · · 

. . . 15 .. ··No member shall be received :without the unani-
- I • . - . ' . - -

mo'..!s consent of-the members present;' but· unreasonable . 
objections shalL not be valid, and· unless withdrawn by the 
.member whomakes them such member ·shall be liable to 
be taken under dealing by. the church.··· · ' ·' . 

16. When the Moderator calls for abseentees''the 
clerk shall inform .the church what mei'nber~ have been 
absent for three successive conferences, arid the Moderator . 

. . shall appoint some. brother or· brethren .to see ei:wh of them 
to the next conference. . . · · · · · · · · · · 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he .has been 
cited verbally or in writing to attend his trial; provided his 

• ' . 
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residence be known to the church. . . . .. 
· · ·. 18. When a· >vitness not a Iilember of thechurch is 
introduced; he shall not .be examined until this question 
has' been put to· the church: "Will you. hear. the testimony 
of· this witness?" · · · · · .: ·, . . · 

' . 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowl-
edgment shall be minuted in the church book· . · 
· · 20 • •Members 'dismissed :.from the •church byletter · 

>vho become ·disorderly or continue to hold their letters 
without a good• reason shall· be cited to conference -to an-
s>verfor their misconduct , · .. · . : ... . 
· ··· 21 Expelled members may,be restored to f~llowship 
on their .petition. if their , walk .since expulsion has co.n- · 
vinced the church that they have .sincerely repented of their 
former evil conduct .. , ' . ·.· •,',' '· . '·, l ' ' ' -

1 
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22 · A vote shall not be taken on any question unless. 
it has been moved•and· ·seconded, and· upon all, important 
questions must be taken by .rising·to,the feet'' .. ,, . . 

23: ·No other motion shall be entertained while a ques- i' 
tion with a mover and second is before.the conference-.·. · .'=h 

,· · 24 It shall ·be considered disorderly. for any member I-
to' absent himself' from conference. when' an important .· . r 
question is to be decided; but a member. upon his OWil ·.· II 

request'· may be exemptecd, by the church from voting .on. 
either side in peculiar cases .. · · . , . .' i . . . I 

25.· No member shaJl'leave the. house during confer- T 
ence without sufficient cause,· nor engage in conversation I 

~fo~!;~r::·: '\Vit?~~t bei~~ s~bject t~ a ca:l ~o._ order by the . . •: 

·. 26. All discussions in conference .must be conducted \ I 
with calmness and good feeling .Those who .speak must 
arise t6 their feet·and address the· Moderator, and keep to 
the poihtiin debate.· · .. ·. · . , .. .. , ·. , .. 

27 · · No one shall speak more than three ·tilnes on •the . 
same question without permission from the Moderator, nor .--< \ 
shall the remarks of any one be. unreasonably long .. , , 

'J / r · 28. \Yhen ·the l\loderator speaks. in .. debate he must · / 
.__ ~-r-- nominat'e some one to act in his stead as Moderator • 1 

------''·-------....;:;=_ 29. · No one shall be interrupted while speaking, unless .. - I 
it be necessary to call the speaker to order ... · · · · .. · · . . · J 

• 
• 

. 30 It shall be the-rule of-theehurch to.attend to the · 1 
administration of the Lord's Supper~ at .least four .times a I 
year, the expenses of which arerto paid by the church. I 

31.· · ·l\lembers not in good .standing shall not commune, .·.;I 
but the adininistration shall·not be deferred on account of ' ·I 
any ordinary matter of dealing.. . ... :·. · ··· <T · · : I 

32. Feet, washing shall be attended to as the church · .. · .J 
may see proper. . · .. 

. · 33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be .. _j 

observed on proper occasions. ' . -
• ' 

' 

• 

• . I 

I 
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This Decorum may be "altered or ani ended by. a 
vote of two-thirds of the meni bers' present at any two suc-
cessive inoi1thly· conferences.. · · · · 

' 
--- • 

• 
' 

AR'l:'ICLES Ol!" FAITH. 
. ·' . . . ' ' 

' 
1. ·OF Gon.-\Ve believe that there is one, and .only one, living and true God, 

infinite in all His attributes, the Creator, P·r.eserver -~nd Go.verna·r of the univer;se, 
• 

revealed to us in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy Ghbst.-Tim. 1;17; 
Isaiah 45:22; St. John 17:3; St. John 1:2-3. ·: . 
- · 2. THE HOLY ScRII'TUREs . ...:...we '-•elieve _the· Scriptures of the ·old at]d 
New rrestaments-were given by the ins.piratiori Of God, ~nd are binding on all as -- ' . . . 
our infallible rule of faith and practice .. -·II Tim, 3:16; Romans 15:! and 4:23-44; . . 
Peter I :21. . ·· 

3 .. OF CHRIST.-. \Ve believe He is. God. manifest in the 'flesh, being in His 
- . . - . ' 

d.ivine nature the true God, in hutnan nature the· true 1nan, uniting the person of . - . ' . ' 
the l\Iessiah and the-~!ediator for the. redemption of the world.-Luke 2:4-12 in-. - ' . . 
elusive; l\Iatt.l:l8-I~-20-2l. · · 

. . . .... - ' 

4. OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.-\Ve believe that'He is the third person in the Holy 
. . . 

Trinity and possesses all personal divine attributes, being the· Reprover, Co1n-
, furter and Sanctifier.--St. fohn H:25, 15:2G and 1G:7-15, inclusive. 
::::::=~~. ".5. · OF SALVATION.-That the; blessings "of salvation ·are made free to all. by 

the Gospel; that it is tl;e immediate duty of all to receive it by cordial and obe
dient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation: of any, so long as the Spirit 
continues to strive with them, but their own voluntary refusal to submit to the 
Lord jesus Christ.-Romans 1:16; Phil..2:12; H.eb. 2;3. · ...... · . 

. · 6. · THE FALL OF :\!.~N.-.\Ve believe that man was createdsinless, but by dis-

• 
' • 

• 

•• 

obedience fell into a state of sin and c'ondemnation. All his. r---'-.~··~··~ 
' ' . ' 

. this fallen nature, and all who come to and come 
· short of the glory of God, except that they receive salvati9n ·.through the .Lord 

\es11s Christ.- Gen. 3:G, 1:2r., 5:1 and 9;6; Cor.ll:7;: Rom. 3:28; l\Iark 16:16; Acts 10:43.· 
7.: THE ATONE~!ENT.-\Ve believe that Christ i!t His gre•t compassion offered; 

: Hifnsei£ aS a sacrifice in our stead; therefore G"od··desir~stlie· salvation of all, and. 
_i the Gospel invues all, and whosoever will may come and partake· of the·. word 0 ( 

. life freely.-1 Cor. 1:7;' Eph. 5:2; He b. 2:~-26; Rom. 5:15; Rev. 22:17. ·· . ' ! · 
. . ~. OF ELECT!ON.-We believe that God has not fixed the future state of than 

• 

by any unconstitutional degree delivered from·the beginni:Jg to save all who com-
. ' . . . . 

ply with the terms of salvation.-John 8:31; Luke 11:28; Acts 10:35; Deut.ll:26-27·-2~. 
\J. ON PERSEVERANCE.-We believe that none will be finally saved but those 

. ' ' . . •· . 
who through grace persevere in holmess to the end.--fohn 8:31; Tim. l:ID; II Peter . ' . . ' 

"2:21~22~ • • 
• • 

10. GOSPEl- ORDINANGF.S.-We believe tJ;>.at bapt.istri or the burial of believ~ 
ers in:_,vater and the Lord's Supper· and the· washing or' the s3.ints'.feet'are ordi
nances to .be perpetuated under the Gospel of universal· salvation, and to. be 

. . 
observed by all- true believers. Reference for baptism: John 3:5; Romans 6:4. 

. ' .. ' 

Reference for the' Lord's Supper: 1Iatt. 2G:26-27-28. Reference for \vashing the· 
· ·saints'.£Cet: John.i3:5--17, inclusi\re.. . ' . /-··~-,· ;. 

n. THE LoRv's SUPP.EI<.-We believe that the Lord's Supper wa;·i~stittited . 
. by ouT s·aviotir as _a comm~mo·rati_ve: Ord!n~i1c_e; th3.t the qre'ad it.nd wiri{represent 

· . His b9jy and blood; that it was _instituted for Christians; and that all Christians 
should unite in perforn1ing the sacred service, regardless of.'na.me, deno1nination 

1 ' . . . ' . 
or dM:tinction.-Gal. G:4) Matt. 7:10; Romans 4:3-4. 

_,12. OF THE RESURRECTION.-We believe in the resurrection of the dead and 
' ... ~ . ' . ' ' 

: ·a general judgment; arid when the.resurrection takes:place_ the $OU1 and body 
'" will reunite and form an immortal being;·that the righteous will be received into 

ev.erlasting hapPiness, a.nd the ~i~ked. ·will be 'driven into·." everlastirig darkness; 
where_ ,there will be weeping- and gnashing -of· teeth.-John 5:28-2U; Acts 24:15 . 
Isaiah 17; He b. U:27. 1 . 
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NAMES OF DELEGATES. 
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--'-·--'-·---·- --·--- __ ..:_ ..:...--·---,--- ------··--------·-· ·: - =--=-=- -·-=-=~-·-: __ ; : : __ 
- . . ··::•:··: ... ·- .e. 0. Searcy, \V. w. Clark, J. vv.·. ! . . : : : : I : : : : : • : : 

Prospect, Henry Co., Ala ........ : Conner .............................. :G. W. Cherry.;W. W. Clark, Dothan, Ala ..... !11! 2; 8! 5: 4! 2! 1! 3; 12~!$ 1 oo:s 1 50; S 300:$ 50 
. . :J. \V. D. Stephens, J. l\r.· Robinson,~ - - -~ : · - . · .· 1 : :_ :· : : ~ '! : : : : : 

HtckoryGrove,JacksonCo.,Fla.: .H. G. McCullough ................. :D.L.Chandler:;etrD Stephens,Bascom,·Fla .. :H; 2; .. : .. : •. ; 3: 1! 4! 8f>! 150! 150! 500! 50 
New Home, Henry Co., Ala .... ;fohn Mercer; J. B. Whitaker ......... !No Pastor ..... ;A. Z. Culbreth, Godfrey, Ala .. ; 8::.; s; .. •.:: .. : .. ; 1! 28! 1 OO! 50! ..... ; .... 
Howard's Grove, Henry Co.,Ala:J. F. Capps, Ben Williams .. · ........ !Calvin Dykes.; f. L. Sellers, Cottonwood, Ala.; 8! 4! 1; 4: 1: 4; t; 4! 154! 2 50! 1 50! 200! 50 
H.ewHarmony,HenryCo.,Ala.;A.J.Gr~nger,J.J. Granger ....... ;.~G.L. Lo':e .... ;A.J.Gran.ger,Gran,ger,Aia: .. :a: .. :2; .. \ .... ; .. f2! 34: 100: 50! 75; 7S 
Ptlcher Pond, jackson Co., Fla .. :Mason Chason, J.D. Medlock ......... ]. A. Robtnson:~lason Chason, 1\Iartanna, Fla .. 4: 3: 1: .. , .. 1. ... 4: 46! 1 60!. 1 oo: ...... : .. .. 

. Antioch, Holmes Co., Fla .... : ... !John Culver, .T. Y. Woodward.; .. :·.:! J. D. Soweli.' .. !A. M. Ganey, Pitts, Fla ........ •! a; 4:;.! .. : ..... ! .. ! 4: 26! 1 00! 50; ...... ! .. .. 
Union Springs,HenryCo.,Aia .. ;W. H. Jenkins. D. V. Olive .......... !W.J.1lurdock!D. V:Olive, Columbia,Ala .. :.:t50 a: 4:2 .. 6:.;! 2! 56! 150! 50! ...... : 
- . :J: W. Hall, ·J. F. Filligim, Amos! . :: · - - .. . : : ! ; : ! : : : : 
Ardilla, Henry Co., Ala .......... : ~l\Iixon .... .-- ... ~, ......... ~-......... ;G. L. Love· .... :C. R. Cobb, Ardilla, Ala ......... : 1! 1 1 1_ •• ; .. r t; 26; 1 oo: 50; ....... ; ... . 
New Hope, Dale Co., Ata· .. • ...... :A·. i\f. Kirkland ..... .-..... ~ ........... ·.::Jo Pastor .. ; •. :]. T. \Vard, Art, Ala ............. : .. ; .... : .. : .. : .. : .. : 25: 75; 25: ...... : ... . 
Friendship, Geneva Co., Ala .... :J.- D. :Marlo,- J~ B. Fershee~ ••... : .... 1N. \Vhittle .-.. :John.Hatcher,-Heartford, Ala. 2; 3; .... ;.-.; ... ~ .. : 1! .... ; 75; so: ....... !,; .. 
Springfietd;HenryCo.,Ala ...... ). P. \\Tilliams, ]. j\. Givens ..... ~ .... ;H. G.·Witrginsjl\f.~all, Ash~ord,Ala~ ......... :··~ 2; 6: .. ~--; .. ~--i 4~ 35~ 1 oo: 1 oo: ..... = ... . 
Ptttman Creek, Hahne& Co., Fla.:J. ]. Hatcher, G. R. Faulk ............ C. M. Whtttle.: W. ]. l\lcDantel, lzagora, Fla .. : 3, ...... 2: .. , L. : .. : 41: 75! DO! ........ · .. 
Pleasant Ridge; Geneva Co., Ala.;C. W. Davis, W. D. Ward ............ !J.ll. Bryan .... ;J. D. Alford, Asa, /,la .......... ·23;10; 3! 2; 2, 2; .. ; 4! 38! 1 oo; 1 oo: ........ .. 

- - · :David Nixon v;. B. Smothers, L. V.: . ~ · : . : : !· : : : ; : : : ! 
NewHarmony,"GenevaCo.,Ala.~ Elmore,z.h. Hagins .. ~ ....... : ... : ............... ~~WI_TI. Pert;Eunola, Ala .. -.. .,. ..... ; .. ; .. ·.; .• ; .. ! .. ; •• ~ 2: 62; 150; 1 oo; ......... .. 
~ocky_ G,~ove, Jackson Co., Fla .. ;R. -r:· Baxter, M. f· 1\fercer ........... ·w. ). l\lu~docJ<;l\1. J. 1\Iercer, Greenwood, Fla. 5: 4: 1: 1; .. ' .. ; 2: a; 58! 1 OO! 50: 125: 75 
Frecwtll sRest,JacksonCo.,Fla.:H. G. Green, L. C. Messer ............ ].A. Robmson:H. G. Green, Bascom, Fla ........ ; .. : .. : .. ; .. ; 7; .. ; 3! 2~! 75! 75! 100! 5 

. . ;G.\V.Arnold,H.L.Gomilian,R.P. _! • :! 1:::!: : ! 1 1 
Turner Spring ............... · ..... : Po,vetl, J. R. Calvin ......... : ........ ]. D. Sowell .. ·.:]. R. Calvtn, Bakers, Fla ..••..•.. ; .. ; .. : .. ~ .. l--! .. ; .. ~ 44:~ 55; 5o; ...... ; ... . ------------------· . . . . ' -=-.·-.· . . . . . -- ---- -·- ·--.-.--·- . .---·---.--
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