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OF THE 
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' 

Eighteenth Annual Session· 
OF THE 

\ ' .· 

STArE LINE 
' ' . . 

• 
• 

Free Will' B_aptist Association, 
• 

' . ' ' . ' 
. COVENED WITH THE CHURCH AT . 

• 
• 

HICKORY GROVE,,JAGKSON GO., FLA., 
OCTOBER 8th, 9th and 10th, 1903 . 

• 

' ' 

OFFICERS: ' 
• 

• 
REV. JEFFERSON D. STEPHENS, . . ' 

.MODERATOR, 
·. j: \V. D. STEPHENS, . - - CLERK,, 

' ' 

REv. G. L. LOVE, . - -. - TREASURER. 

' . 
' . \ 

· EXECUTIVE COMniTTEE: 
. . . 

CALVIN DYKES, · R .. G. HATCHER, G. W. CHERRY, 
I . 

]. l\1. 

CHANCF, W. CLARK. , 
. ' • • 

I , • . ' 

The next session of this Association will convene with Howard's 
1]rove, Houston .County, Alabama, at 11 o'clock, A. M., 

· on Thursday before the second Sunday in 
.· · . . October A. D., 1904. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 
' ' -:-.---0---~ 

' -

' ' 

' < 

• 

' 

-
According to :innouncement the Eighteenth An~ual· .. 

Session of the State Line Free Will Baptist Association, 
. ' 

convened with Hickory Grove church, Jacksonconnty, 
< Fla., on Thursday at 11 o'clock a.m., before ·the 2nd 
· Sunday in October, A. D. 1903. . .. 

' 0 ·'. " 

The introductory services were conducted by Rev. W. , 
. _ .. J. Mims from Luk~ 24: 17, followed by Rev. W. J. Mur-

. dock .. The Association then adjourned one hour and a 
' ' . .- ' . 

·- halffor refreshments. · · · 
. . . THURSDAY-AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association re~ssembled i~ th.:. house and the 
former Moderator read for an evening's lesson the 15th 
~salm, and after singing, "Amazing grace," humbled in 
prayer with the Moderator. The body then dispatch~ 
ed business as follows, after being 'called to order by 

. - ·the Moderator: · · · · · · 

. ' . l 

' . ' 

Letters from various churches were called for, hand- · 
ed in and read by Bros. J.D. Stephens~ndJ.I. Hatcher. 
and their state minuted. 

. \ ' ' ' 

The churches and delegates were enr9lled ,as follows: 
1. Hickory Grove-J; D. Standland, J. W'. Rodgers, 

E. Hatcher, T. J. Simes, ·_A: Holland; Dr~w Greetf and · 
. . / ' 

· J. W. D. Stephens.· . · 
· 2. Ardilla-J. J. Austan . 
. 3. New Pilgrim-w: G. Odom. _ 
4. · Rocky Grove-R. T. Baxter, Chas.Robison and 

M. J. Mercer. . , . 
5. · Pilchia Pond_:_Mason Chason; · · 

' 

6. 'Union Spring-D. V. Olive, S. E. Anglin. , 

7. ·Howards Grove-Ben Williams, J. F. Chapps, E; 
R. Williams, Geo.Smith, S. J. Frith and R.L. Frith. · 

' . 
8. Springfield-M. Nall, W. B. Hardy and E. Rabon. 
9. ·New Home_:_E, P. McNeal and H. A. McNeal. ·· 

. . 
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" ·. 10. Freewill's Rest1 H. G. Green and J. r. Bazzell. 

1 
11. . Prospect-E. B. Green,· J. S: Conner and. R. L~. 

· ' Cheshire. · I • 

' 

· · 12. New Hope· -A. M. Kirkland .. ·· . · 
. 13. New Harmony-A. J.·GrangerandJ.J. Granger . 
. On motion the letters from various churches \Vere 're-. . ' 

ceived. · 
The body then, on motion,· proceeded with the elec- · 

tion of a moderator and clerk. . . - - . ' 

, The moderator· appointed brethren}. D. Stephens · 
9-nd J, I. Hatcher fo count the ballots. · . . . , . 

Rev: Jefferson D: Stephens was elected moderator and· 
_r: W. D. Stephcns\vcre re-elected _clerk, which perma~ 
nently organized the body. . · . 

. Ori motion ofG.-W. Cherry, we have rio preaching 
. this afternoon. 

-. After a few soinplimentary words to the body, th~ 
moderator invited visiting · brethren. t6 seats with us. · 

· Call for petitionary letters. None rec~i.ved. . . · · .·. , 
' ' 

On motion, we erase the names of absent delegates 
and fill their vac_ancies with any members present from 
their respective churches. ' . 

On motion Bro. E. Hatcher from Hickory Grove was · 
' . 

Seated as a delegate to fill a vacancy from his church. 
The various· committees were ·. then appointed as fol- · 

lows: ' ' ' 
' 

1. On Divine services-Bros~ J. W. ·Rodgers, J. J. ·· 
' 

Austan, W. G. Odom and R. T. Baxter. ·. · 
'• . ' _:,- .. 

2., On Temperance-Bros. G. \V. Cherry, J. L Hatch-
. . ' . . ' 

er, E .. B. Green and A. M. Ktrkland. 
3. On Nominations-Bros. Calvin 

' 
· Dykes, Mason 

Chason M.J. Mercer and Drew Green. 
4. On Finance-:-Bros.J. W. Rodgers, H. G. Green,J. · 

A. Robinson and J. M. Murdock. · ... . . .. · 
5. On Missions-Bros. W. J. Mims, .J\iL Nail, \V. B •... 

Hardy and H. A .. McNeal. . . ,· ·. , . ·,·' · 

' I 
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6. On Documents-Bros. D. L. Chandler, J. S. Con
ner, E. P. McNeal and A. Hollaud. 

' . . . 
. · .. 7 .. · On Education:-Bros. Calvin Dykes, E.' Hatcher, 
T. J. Simesand Chas Robinson .. · · 

. . 

I 

I 

· ·. 8 .. On Sabbath Schools-'-Bros .. W. J. Murdock, J.D. . . ' ~ ' 

'Stan4Iand, D. V. Olive and S; E. Anglin:· · .. · 
9. ·On Obituaries-Bros. J. P.. Chapi)s, E. R. Williams 

E. Rabon. and J. T. Bazzell. ·. . . .· . ' ' ' 
\ . 

. ·10. On Suggestions:-Bros. D. L. Chandler, · 'Geo .. 
Smith, J. I. Hatcher, G. L. Love' and R. L'. Hunter.·. 

1;1. On Character of Ministers,. ·appointed· .. Friday .· 
afternoon-H. G. Green, J. M. Murdock and E; Rabon .. 

i On motion, we have no night service. 
· · On motion of G. W. Cherry, · the calling oft he roll 

was omitted, as it had been previously called. . . 

.. The clerk then read the . decorum~· Call for corres-
, p~ndents from· sister . associations. One .was, found 

corresponding, to wit: Southeastern .Association-
Bro. J. L. Parker. · . . · · 
. Bro. Parker was re.ceivted and · .!:,>'iven the tight hand 
offellowship. · ' 

· Call for report ofcommittee on Divine. services, for 
Friday.morning .. The report was adopted as read . 
. On motion of Rev.' C. Dykes, the association adjourn

ed unti18, o'clock Friday· morning. Afterwhich, the 
. body bo\ved in prayer with Rev. D. L. Chandler~ 
' . 

Benedection by Rev. Calvin Dykes. . . ; 
. ' 
· FRIDAY-MoRNING SEssroN. 

. . 

. The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The 
house was brought to order by the Moderator reading, 
the 8th chapter of Romans, The body then joined in 
singing, ''FlO\\;· sweet the name oflesus sounds," after, 
wards humbling in prayer with Eld. D. L. Chandler. 

.. ·,. ~ev. D. L. Chandler moved that R~v.,G. 'Y· Cherry 
.. rebre to the school house and preach, but owmg to the 

unsui~bleness of the house, lServices ·were omitted. In-
v~ted visiting brethren to seats with us. · . · . · .. _ 
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·. Renewed call forlettt~rs from sister churches. One 
received; to wit, New Hiumony. It was read by the 

. . clerk tmdplaced on roll; • - ' .. 
. . . . . . . ' ' ' ' . . 

· .On motwn, i;he letter was rece1ved as read. 
. . 

. ·.Renewed call for petition~ry letters. None received ... 
' - ' . ' ' ' -

· On motion, Bro. Ben Williams .was seated as a dele-' 
. gate from HO\vard's Grove. . · · 
_- · ·· Renewed call for correspondents from si!>ter associa-

·'· - •. ' -- - i .... ' 

. twns. _ _ _ . _ _ _ _. . , _ .. _. _ . . _ 
· Bro. G. W. Cherry moved th.at Rev. J.J. Burtashaw 

· · .. ·_ · of the Congregationalist Church be extended a seat of 
_ • . ·· · .. welc~me,-which wasduly,carried. · · · 

The clerk called the roll. . _. 
' . . _ On motion ·Rev. W;J.' Mims; .. Bro. R. L. Cheshire 

' 

· ·. · ·· _ ~ _. from· Prospect was seated as a delegate to fill a vacan- · 
' '• . ' ' ' cy from his church._ ·_ .-. ' ' . - ' . ·._ ' ' .-:-

' · '· .. ·. · On 'm6ti6n of Rev. Calvin Dykes' that we correspond , 

• 
\ . 
' 

I 
• 

• ' 

• 

· , , with sister .associations. ·. · · . . . · 
·· · -··_ · On motion, the moderator. appoint ·correspondents 

. ' 

whenvolunteers did not ofier. .· .··- . 
· ·_._ ·._ · 'I; he following brethren either volunteered or were. 

apiJOinteddelegates: . -:· .. · · ·· . 
· .. ·. ToSoutheastern_:_,Rev. G. W. Cherry and E. R. Wil- ~-
·lt'ams · ···;::. · ·. •· 'f · · · · · 

·_.- .-. ':·:,·:_·· ';_., __ -~--·.·,_'' .·· '. - · .. · 

··.To Mai'tin--Revs:~.W. J. Murdock and Calvin. Dykes.·,: 
. · __ On' motion of Rev. D,L .. Chandler, no correspondent 

·was sent to the Chattahoochee Association. · ·-
To Liberty-Revs. G.'L. Love,J. M. Murdock and]. 

. . - . - . . I . . - . . . 

-D. Pearce. , . .· . . · ... · , 
· · .. To Choctawhatchee:....:J. W. Conner and_ Rev. D. L. 
·.Chandler. · .. · > · ··. . -_ .. · : · ·. · · · 
. · · ToMidway-Bros.J .. T.Bazzell, and A. M. Kirkland .. 

. · To Cahaba River-By letfer, on motion ofRev. G. W . 
. ·Cherry.·-- , ··.·· ·.·: ·. · ._ · . · 

• To Salem-Rev. J. A;_ Robinson and Mason Chason . 
. _ · .. On motion; theclerk read a letter .written by Bro.Z. 
. B. Hagins to Bro. D. L Chandler imparting informa
, tion that cau_sed our bodyto doubt our delegates be-
. ing welcomed to . the Central association if. sent. 

• 

· Whereupon Rev. J; I. Hatcher. moved to not 'corres- . 
- pond. . . .. · . . , ~ . . . 
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On motion, ofRev. D. L: Chandler, that the commit-
tee report, that was <tppointed ' at our. last session to 

·the Liberty association to wait on Bro. W. H: RcneaW' 
. - . . . -

· on the charge of being an expelled .. member from this 
. . . .. . 

assocmtwn. . . · 
· Bro. G. W .. Cherry, on motion of D. L. Chandler, 
read a report from W. H. Reneaw statingthat ifhe, w.-

. ' 
H. Reneaw,had done or said a wrong of any person or 

- ' - ' . ' ' 
{ . ' . - - . 

· · persons, he was sorry for tt and asked pardon, or had .· · . . 
·· offended the State Line· Association. · · ' '. . • • 

\ . . - - ' . . . ' . . ' 

• 

. . 

.. . 
• 

' 

' ' 

' . 

. ' 

The Association reassembled_ pursuant· to adjourn-·· 
... ment. The moderator.read 1st chapter 1 John. After .·. · 

singing a hymn the body humbled in-prayer with Rev ... •. · • ·•· 
J. I. Hatcher.. . .· · . · · .. · . · · ·. • . 

. . 
' -. - ' 

• 

. Rene,vedcall for correspondents from. sister as~ocia- .· · ·, · . · 
tions · '• ·· · · · · :. 1 · · · · · : · · · · 

. . T?~ full report of the .committee · ~n div i~e services. : · .• .. . ... ' 
whtch was called for and read at vanous -times as fol-;. , ·· 
lo\vS': ; · ' · - -·· -.- ·: ~ · · · · ·: ~: < · · ·.- • · ~- · 

• . ' ., . . . .. ' 

' COMMITTEE"'ON DIVINE SERVICES. : ' .... · .. 1' ·. , . 
- - . . . . . ' ' ' , .. ' . .. . ' . \ . . . -. - - - - . . . ' - ., 

· We your comrr.ittee on divine services, beg liefto· re-.: • •.. · · ; · 
. port as follows: Friday at 9a~ m. · G. W. Cherry •. to •.·· _· -.

preach .. Friday at 11 a: m. D: L. Chandler to preach · 
and R. L. Hunter to close. Friday ·at 3 p.'m. WtJ. ·, • · 
Murdock to preach G. L. Love to close. · Friday• night · 
J.D. Stephens to preach·· and .. W. J .. ·· ,Mims. :to .. close. ··· . ·· · .. 
Saturday at 10 a. 111. Calvin Dykes topreach andJdvL · 1 

·Murdock to close. Saturday at 11 a. m; J. J. Burta" . • 

' 

shaw to preach and G. W. Cherry to clos·e., · . · . · · 
... ·· . · · . . ·Respectfully Submitted,_ ... · ' . 

. .. J, W. RODGERS/Chairman .. 
The report was received and adopted a::. re.ad. . · . . , · , . - . . . . . . 
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' ' • COMMITTEE ON DOCUMENTS. 

' ' 

We ~o,ur committee on documents beg lief to submit 
the following; to wit: We recommend that we use all 

·the means in our power to secJt,re a printing' press of 
·our own: We also ' recommend ·the,· adoption as our 
. song book, ~'The Revised Sacred HarpY· . · · ' · · . 
, ' 'Respectfully Submitted, 

. D. L. CHANDLER, Chair ;nan. · 
On motion, the report was received_ and· adopted 

and the committee discharged . 
. - ,•"': '1_\ ' ,, 

' '.. ' ' , 

· · COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. • 
' ' 

'y.j e yo~r committee on finance beg lief to ' make the 

• 

. following report: Received for minutes . . . ... $15.80, 
. ' . . \ ' . . 

· Received Jor. ass'ociatiorial purposes, · · . · 12.35, 
Total, -' · .. ····.·. · ' 28.15. 

. Respectfully Submitted,·. 
' ' . 

J. W. RoDGERS, Chairman. 
• 

On motion, the report w~s received and adopted and · 
committee discharged. · · · . 
···.ON EDUCATION.-;-We, the. committee· on education 

' ' 

.. submit the following report, to wit: 
Any movement is heartily· ,endorsed for ·the better

ment and improvement . of our people,. intellectually 
· as well as spiritually ... Educat~d talent is warited.and 

needed to promulgate and direct Christ's cause;_. Edu-

• 

. cation alone does not·;make a Chri~tian. Nay, God 
forbid; but it d()es increase the Christian's power for . 

. good: Public schools are established • throughout all 
our great country, and we request 'and insist on par
ents giving their children an education .. Give your · 
children wholesome. literature to read; . subscribe for· 

. one or more religious newspapers, whose influence \Vill 

be elevating,· inspiring ·a higher plane of social life, 
.which will make worthy men and women .· of our dear ·. · 
children. · · ' CALVIN DYKEs,· Chairman .. 

On motion of Rev. J. M. Murdock, the report was.· 
received and adopted and committee discharged. · · • · . ' 
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ON SAD HATH ScHOOLS.-We, your committee on Sab
bath Schools beg leave to make the following report: 

_We find that there have been only two Sabbath . 
' . ' 

schools for the pastyear~ 
.• · We recommend that each minister in this body insist 
upon t4eir church to urge the'good of Sabbath s~hools . 

' ' . ' 

We recommend the Freewill Baptist literature. . · . · 
' • • 

.. · W. J. MuRDOCK, Chairman~ ·- · 
- . ' , ' , . , I . , , . , -

On motion, the report was received and adopted and· 
the committee discharged. · · · 

. . ' 

Oti riio~ion, we adjourned until we could retire from_ 
the church to the school house, where business was re- · 

.· - . 
suitied~ · , , 

' . . ' . 
ON: OmTUARIEs.-We, your. committee on, obituaries 

beg leave. to make the following report, to wit: 
· We find six deaths since the last session, and we ask 
that their obituaries appe!lrin our' minutes;. · .. ·· ... · · 
· · 'T. F. CAPPS, Chairman. 

On motion, the report \VaS received and adopted and 
the committee discharged. . . . . . ·. .·. . ·. . 

· _ On motion; Bn,s. J. A. Robinson aild Mason Chason, 
· . at their request, were excused from tlie, body: _ · ... •· .• _ 

_ COMMITTEE ON ·SUGGESTIONS.-'-We, your· comnnttee 
on suggestions beg leave to submit the following report: 

1. That we, .the Free Will BaJ?i:ist,sugg~st that every 
·. preacher who ts a member ofthts assocmtwn·take up a 
· · collection in his church for the purpose of procuring a 

_· printing o~tfit, for the purpose of advancing the Free 
_Will Bapt1st cause, ai1d that each pastor have such 
collection at the next session of this association .. 

I 

2. We suggest the questionsasfollo\vs: Isthechurch 
a prohibition organization? Are its members·\vho do 
not.sustain its principles considered . good members of .. 

·the church? and ask that· these questions be debated 
·in this sessic•n. ··• . -. . 

. 3. We further suggest that this • association adopt a 
plan for procuring memorial funds ... · · . · · · 

·· . ' . 4. Also suggest that' this association . devise some 
. plans by which funds can be raisedfor charitable_pur-
_ poses. • 

' 
' 
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• I . . ' 
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' ' ' . • ' .. • • 

6, We also suggest that pers?ns who are members of· 
· this association should not leave the association until 

' ., ',_ ... '',•:' · ... 

. · the session isdismiss~d without_ rendering art excuse, 
. and if such. be done, that such person be deait with. · , 

' ~ ' . . 

6. That each church fill the blank in their letters . 
· .... , . , Respectfully. Submitted, .·. · 

·· . D. L. CHANDLER, Chairman . 
. , On ri10tion, the report · w.a~ · received . and adopted • 
• with' the fopO\~ing ai?e~dmen ts and the . committee 
dischiu-ged. . . . .··· . 
, Section 1, Amended, Th~t the State Line Association 

- ' ' . . " . ' -

take $400 stock inthe outfit by the next Gene'ral Asso-
-· •' -· ·;· '··•·· t ' 

ciation and that our correspondents so notify the as-
• sociations:they visit, in orderthat they mhy also take 

' . 
stock. · • - . . 

' . 

.. The plan adopted on motion of Bro. A. Holland to 
comply with section 3, was that each male member in 
the association contribute ten cents.· annually to' its' 

\ . .. . 
treasury for the purpose of I~mrking the gmves of our 

' ' deceased ministers.· . 
- ' . . ' - ' ' - . ' ' . - ' ' ' ' ' ' . . 

· · J\t this juncture the moderator appointed ,the com-
mittee onCharacter,of Minister~, which appears in the . . ' -

• 

\ 

regular list of committees. . 
·· The association then on ·tnotion of Rev. Calvin Dykes . . 

<tdj'ourt1ed until' So' clock Saturday morning .• After 
· .. which the. body humbled . in divine supplication with 
Rev. D. L. Chandler .. BenediCtion by Rev. G. W. Cher-

. ' ' . . ' . - . ' . . . 
l;".Y. . . . • 

• ' ' 
-· 1 • 

SATURDAy _:_MORNING SESSION. . ' ' 
• ' . . \ . 

The association 'met pursuant to adjournmeti"t .. ·The 
moderator.read as a morning. lesson the. 31st Psalm. 
The body joined in 'singing "Ama.zing grace," after 
which Rev. Calvin Dykes offered prayer... . . . 
· . The moderator invited visiting. ·brethreq to seats 
with us .. I~enewed call for petitionary Jetters and 
visiting correspondents. ' Called the roll .. Called for 

' 

.. 

• 

report on nominations. · ·" '· ' · ·• '· 
' • . . '"" . 

• . . 
• 

' • ' 

' 

• 

' . . . . 
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COMMITTEE ON NoMINATIONs~ we the I committee on ' 
··nominations submit the follo\>ving report; to wit: We 

nominate Hownrd's Grove church for the next session· 
ofthis association. We nominate Bro. R. L. Hunter 
to preach the introductory·.· sermon and J. D. Stephens 
close~ ··. · •· - · . 

' I . , 

· We nominate Bro. J. A. Robinson to write the circu. 
' ' ' 

lar ·letter. . - . . 
' 

' ' 

• " l • '· 

··· CALVIN DYKEs, Chairman. ' 
' 

! ' - - - ' ' ' :- ' 

. . CoMMITTEE ON Tm.IPERAXCE._;We your· committee . ·' 
.... ·, ~ ' ·' ' 

.. on tempe~ance beg liefto make the following report; , 
'towit: Whereas we are 'thankful to k~10W that our . ' ' ' . . ' 

peoples eyes are being opened on the . subject of iritoxi-
.' eating liquor and that they are quitting the i!ltoxica- ·. 

' ' ' ting drink, especially the hest ' men ofour land 'and 
country. We suggest,thatall our· preachers, deacons· 

· and members do everything that lies in their power ' 
against the sale of intoxicating , drink, . or the use ofit 
in anyway, as it de$troys. the influence of the church 
and brings disgrace .in our land arid country and de-

. strays your brothers soul and body and its victims in-
. , to eternity. ' 

' ' 

.. . ·. G. W. CHERRY, Chairman .. 
On motion the report was' received and adopted and 

the committee discharged. : .• · . · 
. On motion of ·Bro. A. Holland, .Rev. G. W. Chen~y 

was granted the privilege of discussion after the adop-
tion of.the report. . 

1 
· 

1 

· · · TREASURER's REPOR~. ·, : 
' . 

I . 

Received for minutes, . . ..... · $22.35; 
·Received for Asssociationarpurposes,.·.· 15.50; · · 

· · .. · · · · ··. · Total, . . . · · 37 .85 .. 
. Pa~dClerk.fo(hi~ services,. , .. · . 10.00; 
· Pmd for publtcatwn of minutes, 15.50; 

,Paid express on minutes, 1 • 1.50;· 
.· Paid poshtge on minutes,·. · 2.34. 

. , , Total, . . . 29,34; 
Amount at present in the hands ofTreas. 37.46 . 

' 
' 

G. L. LovE, Treasurer. 

' ' • 

'' 

' 

' 

' 

• 

I 

' 

' 
' ' 

' ·r 

' ' ' 

I 

' ' 

I 

I 

' 
' 

'I 
i 
I 
' 

! 
I ,. 

" ' ' ' 
' 



-

• 
'· • 

' • I . 

.; 

: 

I 

'· • 
' ., 

ii 
i' 
' ' ' ,, 
' ' 

' 

' . 

-

' 

.. -
' 1 

\ 

. ' 

-

. 
• 

• 

' ' 

• • • • . . 
I 

) 

• • 

' 

' 12 
. ' 

On motion, the report was received. 
COMMITTEE ON .:\'IISSION.S-We your committee·. on • 

. . ' , 

!lli!>sions submit the • following: 
There ha v~. been n9 churches organized in the bOttf!ds 

.of the association this past year.· Wf! know of no mis
sion -\vork that has beeri done. We recommend' that 
there be'more mission work done in the next associa-

- - . ' 

tional year. . . · · . 
We reco)llmend that this association .appoint a man 

to preach on missions at the next session, . 
' . . ·. W .J Mms, Chairman. 

On motion, the report was received and ·. adopted 
with the followi~g ainendment and the committee dis- . 

- . . . 

charged. . . . . ' . 

• 

. · ·Be it 'Resolved,, That \ve, the State Line Free Will . 
Baptist Association, do earnestly request and suggest' 
that each churchsend liberal funds to the association .. 
for' the purpose of helping to support widows and or- · 
phans, as we have such that need our attention in our 

· churchl!s, for we are command.ed . to visit ·the widows -
··.and orphans and alsowornout preachers. 

, . On motion, ofRev.D. L. Chandler, the moderator . 
. - - - ' , . 

appoint some one to preach the mission sermon. The . 
moderator appointed Eld. D. L. Chandler. 

' . \ ' . . . -

· On motion ot Rev. W. J. Mims, , Rev. G. W. Cherry 
was made alternate. 

1 

. .COJ\IMITTEE ON CHARACTER OF MINISTERS-We )'OUr 
. committee on character of ministers beg leif to submit 
the· following·report; towit: . So far as we cati ascertain . · . 
what ministers we have in our association are in very · 
good standing at present and we hope will' remain . 
steadfast in the . doctrine of our Lord and Savior Je-

·Sus.Christ. We recommend that the names of all the. 
ministers that are not in our association be dropped . 
from our minutes. ·. · · · · · . · 

• 

· · . · · Respectfully Submitted, . 

I 
' 

• 
• 

, H. G. GREEN, Chairman. 
• 

• 

1 

• 
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• 
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. On motion the report was received and adopted and 
the committee discharged. ·. · · · · 

On motion of G. W. Cherry, the clerk called the min-
. istersroll and the mimes of all ministers known to be · · 
out of the bounds of this association, were erased. · 

The re~ding .of the Circular Letter was ?ext called .. 
· for, but 1ts wnter, Rev. D. L. Chandler,. d1d not. have 
· it present, but on motion ofBrp. ~. J. Mercer, the 
subject was given, and the letter to be sent the clerk 
for publication. · · ·· · · • . 

.. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS-Rev. W. J. Mims moved 
that Bro. T. D. Stephens be ordained for .the ministrv 
but withdrew his motion, leaving the ordination to be· 
performed by the incumpent's church. 

On motion of Rev. G. W. Cherry, Bro. A. L. Granger 
from the Salem association was giv.en a welcome seat 
with us. · ·. · ·. ' . . . . · · 
. On motion of Rev. D. L. Chandler, .the . moderator 

- appointed a delegation offive to the General Associa
tion, which convenes with Prospect church, Houstan, 
Ala., on Friday at 11 o'clock, a. m., before· the· fourth · 
Sunday iti June, A. D. 1904. · ' 
' The following named brethren composed the delega
tion: Revs. D. L. Chandler, G. W. Cherry, J. I. Hatcl:-.. ~ . ' 

er, W.J. Munsand W~J. Murdock. . 

, 

, . · And on motion of Rev. G. W. Cher.~y, the moderator . 
was added to the above delegation. . ·. .· . -~ · ·· · · · 
·.On motion of G. W. Cherry, the heartfelt · thitnks of·. 
the association were tendered to Hickory Grove church , 

· · and community for the kind hospjtality . shO'\Yll the 
.. body during its stay with them. . . · ' · .. · . · . ·,. 

' On motion of M. J. Mercer, the clerk was paid $10.00 
for. his services. -~ · . . . 
. On motion ofG. W. Cherry, a vote ofthanks was ten

· .. dered the moderator and clerk-for their services. ·· 
On motion.ofW. J. Murdock, the association adjourn

ed to meet with Howard's Grove. church, Houstan, 
county, Ala.,.at 11 o'clock, a:m., on Thun:davbe'fore 
the second Stindayin October, A. D. 1904. ,· - . .. · · 

After taking the parting hand the body humbled in 
. divine supplication with W. J. Mims. Bmedi!-=tion by 

Rev. Calvin Dykes. REv.J. D.STEPHENS, Mod; 
T~ W. D. STJH'HENS, Clerk. 
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... OBITUARIES. · . , 
. ·-~~.: _: _r·_:._ .·.~:~: ·." -· , ~. • . ',_. 

' 

' 

• .. 
" 

' ' -.,,:.':,'.:;:·!··' !..... . .~ 

· · · ..• ·. · . . . MATILJ?A Jo:HN-soN. • . . 
- ''of• __ , •..• ,.' ·-. , ' ' . --- . : ' ..... ' - ' ' - . ' ' 

• • < Sacfed _ t<:( 'the 'metiwry . of Sister. Matilda Johnson 
.. who died Dece111ber the 6th,·1902: She was. a devoted · , 

· member \vith·us at Springfield. She leaves two' chil- .· 
· ·· dren to mourn her departure. ·Peace be to her. She 

· · · .· was_about_seventy-hvo years old: · ·• • · · 
' ' -· ·-·: ''- '-. . : ' ''. ' ' . \ . ' ' ' .. -

• 

• • 

I 

. ' ' ' . ' .. ·· 'JOHN T. STEPHENS. . '. . . ' . ' ' 

Sacred to the memory of our .beloved ·brother,} ohn 
T. Stephens. ·.He was a member with us ·at Hickory 
Grove: · He .. had .·been a· member and· deacon· of the 
church for a number ·of years .. He leans• a wife. two 
sons, friends and relatives to mourn . his -departure. 

·· .· Our loss is he a ven~s gain. . Peace be · to -his· sleeping re- · 
mains.· Born Apr. lst, 185L ·Departed this life May 

· 22:lld, 1903. Age 52 years, 1 month and 21 days. 
,-'·.;._ .. _ 

. .--

' . 
' .,· : ' - . ' 

' 
' . 

... . ··~"~. ' 

---:-.. -.,---"---~ .. -.- . 
• . ' 

' ' '' 

Statistics of the Assocfation, · ·. 
' . 

· · :The State Line Free Will Baptist Association \vas m:
ganized ~t Howat'd Grove church, 'No'v: 20th, 1886. · · 

' . .. . ' . ' 
' -,· ... . ·. . . ' . ' ' . 

. YEAR .. · .MODERATOR. CLERK. . ., . CHURCH.' , .. No. 
I , . • ' . - : . 

1886 ...... D: L. Chandler ...... Calvin Dykes ...... Howard 'Grove .. :: .... 449 
1887 ...... D. L. Chandler ...... Cal vin Dykes ... ; .. Beulah .. : ... ;; ............. 5 77 
1888 ...... R. M. Gray ........... Calvin Dykes ...... Maccedonia ........... .403 
1889 ...... R. M. Gray ......... :.Calvin Dykes ...... Friendship ....... -........ 516 

'1890 ...... R. M. Gra): ... , .... : .. Calvin Dykes ..... ~Lovewood .............. .443 
· ;189L;.,:.R. · M. Gray ........ : .. Calvin Dykes .. , .,.Prospect ...... : ..... :: .. :.339 
1892 .... :.R. :.1. . Gi:ay ........... Calviri Dykes ...... Si!ver Run .......... ; ... .444 . 
1893 ...... D. L. Chandler ...... ]. D. Stephens ..... Hickory Grove ......... 450 ··. 
1894 ...... R .. 1\1. Gray ........... J D. Stephens ... ~·.Spring Hi11 ........ : ...... 422 
1895 ...... D. L. Chandler ...... ]. D. Stephens ..... PittmanCreek .... : .... 50d 
1896 ...... Ca~vin Dykes ........ J. D. Stephens ..... Howard Grove ... ~: .... 568 
1897 ..•... D. L Chandler .. : ... ]. D. St~phens ; ... New Hope .. ; ......... ,;f653 

.1898 ....... D. L .. Chandler .... ,.]. D. Stephens ..... Rocky GroYe ... ~ ... -.. ~633 . 
1899 ...... D. L. Chandler ...... ]. D. Stephens .... ;Prospeet .................. 671 

· 1900 ...... G. W. Cherry .. : ..... ]. D. Stephens ... ~.Freewill's Rest: .... : .. 803 
·1901-'. .... Co.lvin Dykes ...... :.]. W. D. Stephens.Antioch; .. : ....... , ... ; .. .-.916 
· 1902 .. :.-.. Calvin Dykes ........ J .. W. D. Stephen~.Union Spri'ngs .... : .. :.949. 
1903 .... ,.]. D. Stephens: ...... J. W. D. Stephens.fticl~ory; Grove .. , .. , .. 827 
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List of Ordained rlinistersand their Postoffices. . . 
. ' . - . _- . . ' . . ' . ' . '· '' ' : - . 

. 1. ·D .. L. Chandler; Springfield, Ashford, Ala .• 
• 

. ..•. · ·2. • W;J . .Mims, Spritigfield, Webb, Ala, : , · 

•• 

'3. · G:·L: Love, How.arcl's Grove, Ashford, Ala; -
4 .. · .. C.aivin_J:?ykes, Howard's Grove, Ashfotd;;'AJ~· · 
' ) • ,' - ' • ,. • • J ' • ' ' ' • ' 

.. 5. :.W· J. Murdock, Howard!s Grove,· Ashfor:d, ~la . 

. . 6. ·..J. M. Murdock, Howard's 'Grove, Ashford Ala. · , · 
. . :7:. J. I. Hatcher, Hickory Grove, Bascoin,Fla .. ·. 

- ' ' . ' ., . '. . ' .. ' -

8; A. M; Nowell, Umon Spnngs, Gordon, Ala: · .. ·.·· 
9. W. s; ·co~k; Unio~ Springs, ·Pansy, Ala.. . .... ·. · . 

10. R. L. Hunt<!r,.New Pilgrim, Columbia;'A!U .. ·. · . 

' 

1.1. · Bro. Horn, New Pilgrim, Colnmbia, Ala. '• ... · ... ·· .· 

• 

.. 12. J. A. ~obinson, Pilchia Pond, Marianna, Fla;' · · • · .·. 
·•·· ... 13. 'G; W. Cherry, Prospect, Dothan; Ala; · · · ·. · .' 

· 14: H. G. Wiggins·,. Prospect, Wright, Fla. · · ·· . 
·15. C. M. Whittle, New Hope, Bunola,· AliL · · 
16. · J: E., Lock, Ardilla; Ardilla, Ala.' · .. 

.. . ' ' . ' . .' ' . - ' . ' 

. ' • 
· LICENTIATES. 

' 
• . ' 

1. · J. D.Stephens,HickoryGrove, Marianna, Fla. 
2. · 1. S. Hunter, New Pilgrim, Columbia, Ala. · .. · 

· 3. J; W. Welch, New J>ilgrim, Ashford~ Ala; ; ·, · 
· 4. · J. 'D. l 'earce, Ne\v Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala. . ' . - ' 

• 

,. . . 
'•, '\,·.,· 

' . - • .'. ·- . I . " • • ._ 

' - ,-

. •.... · Order of :Business; 
•• .. 

. ' . . 
• j 

· · ·· ·-1> -Oraanizina. ·. ·· .· ·. · · . · . · ' · · ·.· ·· · · 

• 

b . . b \ ' ' ' 
· : . · 2; · ··Calling for letters from the difterent churches·. · 
· ·.· 3. Electing Moderator and Clerk .. · . · ·· · .·· •· 

4 .. Inviting visiting brethren to seats with us.· 
, 5'. Calling for petitionary letters: · .. . . . · .. · .. ·· · . . .. . - .,_ ' 
• 6.· ·.Appomtmg comnnttees. . . · ·.. ·. · .. . · . ·. · 
:']; Calling theroll and reading the Decorum: -.~>~ · 
8 .. · Calling for Correspondents from sister associations 

· . , 9 .. _Appointing·correspondents .to sister associations . 
. 10; .• ,Callirig for reports ()f committees.··.. . .. · .•. · . · . : 

1 t. Calling for Circular: I.,etter. · · 
14. · , CaJling,forTreasurer's r'eport. , , .· . , · 
13.:: ,_Calling for.miscellaneous business. · 

1 14.:. Adjournment. . . .. · 
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.. CONSTITUTION .. · . . 
' -- ' 

• ' - . . ' 
. . ' ' . . . ' . . • -- ' ' - ' - • l ' 

The Constitution ofthe Association is as follows: .. · 
·ART,. ·1. ThisAssociation shall·be composed of dele

gates annually sent from the churches based upon it·. · ·· 
ART. 2. The delegates from · each church' shall.bear 

a letter, signed by the clerk of thechtirch, c'ertifying the 
appointment, to \Vhich shall besubjoined a table stat

.. ing th~ number baptized, received by ·letter, restored,· .. 
dismissed, excluded, .died within the last Associational 

• 

' 

·. J;ear; the membership, and ordained and licentiate min
isters, the name oft he church . and pastor,. the time of . · 
their monthly meeting, and the name oftheir nearest 

. postoffice. . · · · ·. ·. . . · · . · · . . · 
. . ART. 3. · Any church wishing to become a member of 

this body must bring a letter of dismissal from :.orne · 
other orderly association, or, if be a newly constituted 
body, .it must send' by· delegation a letter ·stating the 
name of the minister by whom it was constituted, and 
'if it is found to be sound it shall be received. ·· 
· ART. 4. · Each church shall be entitled to two dele
gates for the first twenty-five members, and .then one 
delegate for the fractional part of twenty-five. · · 

· · .· ART. 5. ·It is expected that the churches composing · 
this bodvwill send delegates and contributions for the · 
minutes ~everv session, and that . no church will with- ' . 
draw froni the association without assigning a reason· 
for the intended withdra\val. ·. ·· ·. ' · . · .. \ :. 

·. ART! 6. The officet~s of thisAssociation shall be a 
· , Moderator and Clerk: .The . m9d>er.ator shall pres_ide 

over the body and enforce the rules"'ofthe Conshtutwn 
. \ · ft~d J?ecorum, but he·.shall not b,Y(:'l~owed to vote, ex-

. cept 111 the case of, a tle, on any .... matter~ . . . . . 
.. ' . ' Ain. 7 .. It shall be·theduty ofthe clerk to reeord the . 

• 
' 

• 

. proceedings of the body when ins_e'ssion, and to super-· 
intend the publication of the s~tn,e, and to do allother 

.. writing!Jertainirig tothebusi~,e:s\~f~h~ Association.: · •· 
· . . ART; l:i. The Clerkshall also· pr~serve a file of the . ·. 

, . .. • . minutes ofthe Associ~tion,/which li~·shall deliver to . · . 
. • ~. •. :c_. his successor when he vacd-res the office.' ' . .· 

. · ·.•. ·.ART. 9. ·The associationshallmeetanmialljr,accord..: · .. · 
. .. · .. · ·· ingto~djournme!lt1aridshall have powerto t.ransact · · · 

·~ ·, .: ·· ,;:\· ··all busmess pertam~ng to the general good ofthtsbody. 
''.:.-- . ' ---- .. ', ... ··--.-~ .. ·"· ' 

.. - . ' 
' ' \ ' • > 
.I . . • ·, .· , 
'\:,~'.·.-, 
I 7 , "' , · 
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. .ART. '1:-0. · The Constitution and also the Decorum of · · 
.· · the association may be altered.or amended during any 
. sessionofthe body by a two-thirds. vote of the dele-

' . " gates present; ·. . : 
• • 

• • DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
- . ' ' . . 

' ' . ' . _- ' - •: t' ' ' - ' - ' . 

~ · ART. 'l. . It shall be the duty .ofthe · Moderator to 
. 1 · presideover the deliberations ofthe. a~soeiation when ' 

in session, preserve order, and submit motions or other. . . •.•.. 
· · . matters.· He may h.ave the sam~ rig-htofsJ!eechas any c\(. · . · 

other memter, provtdedthe chmr 1s oct:ttpted, but lie .· !- .· 
shall not be allowed to vote, except when the body be 
equally divided, in which case he shall cast thedec.iding 

. . vote. . . , . .. · , · . 
. ART. 2. · The Treasurer shall-keep-a-correct:account · 

· of all·the·1~10ney-coming into-his·hands-and"the-rnanner · . . . . 

• 

' ' 

_in which·it is disbursed .. H~ shall oply pay out money · ,~f zl;'">' .· . 
on the ord<lr of the assoctabon. .He.. shall keep an ac- ;.·· . · •. ,· . 

. · count of all funds received and disbursed by him, show- · · ·· · ·· 
· · ing the balance, if any; on hand. · . ·. . . · · · · ·. ·· .· · •· · 

' 

• 

·, ART. 3. · Every motionmadeandsecondedshallcome · · 
under the notice ofthe association, unless withdrawn.·.~~. 

,· . ART .. 4: The'associationishall be opened and closed -~ 
with prayer. · . · · ··' . · 
· ·.ART. ·. 5 .. The Moderator and Clerk shall be elected by 1 ,· 

· .. ballot, amiually ... · . . . . · · . · . . . · · · .· . 
·· · ·... ART: 6, Only, one person shall . be allowed to speak ' 

•·· at the san'ie.tirne, and such speaker shall address the /V/ 
Moderator, and shall not be interrupted while speaking · · · 
except by th!-! Moderator. · · · . · · · . . . · . · · · · .· .. 
·.~ .. ART. · 7. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled . · · 

. ··. a tid called as often as the association may dee~ proper . .- •, 

. ART. 8. The Moderator shall notinterruptaspeaker 
· while speaking, unless he departs from the subject un . 

dcr debate. . . · · · . , . . · . ;''· 
· ART. 9. All officers shall.be dected by ·.ballot except /\~ · 

,· · the executive committee, which shall be appointed. ·' · .. 
-. ·. ·.ART. 10. Ifpe•yl~c~st~tutep.or otherchurche.s~e~ 

stre to be admttted mto t..his u wn, they must petition· 
.·. .·. by delegates and lette~, ttiid.if pon examinati?n fo_und ·. 

. . to be orthordox and orderlv hey shall be recetved mto · 
. · the Association; mid such re eption shall be manifested . · 

• 1 ,. by giving the right hand o lellowship. . 
••. '-· 1 ·.,.-· . ,. . 
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. ART. 11: The pastors ofeachch~rchshall have pow-·. 
er to form a, Presbyt~ry · and ordam. deacons. for the ·· 

· church; aiso to examme preachers who may. apply for 
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. such; also to examine ordained ministers. ,who make .. ' 
-' applicatio_n to· our order, and if fou1;1d sound shall be . ·· / . 
· set apart'ln rank but not re-ordained. · · · . . · . :"'V l 

· ART. 12. We, therefore; resolve.·. that no church nor. · / 
'mitiister shall be received iritothis Association that re- . l. 

- ' ' ' - . . ' _/ 

fuses to complY: with the ordinance which is given us in />' 
the Gospel.· This Decorum may· be::, altered or amended ·. · . 
qS the Association may see proper. . . .·. . . . . 
. . ... '. ~ .. CHURCH DECORUM. ' . I 
·1. · . .\. _chur~h may choose. a pastor.· annually at the I 

. '. last regular conference in the associational . year, or if l 
they prefer it may . choose·. a pastor·· for an. indefinite • 1 

• 

length oftime, tOCOntinue.from . year tO yen;r, SO long I 

as ·he may deem it proper to keep. up the connection. · · 1 

· ·· · 2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be chos- : 
. en at any other.· time;· but ifthe .·choice be made at a , 
special conference, the time must be appointed at a 1 

·. monthly'meeting of a church. ·, . . . . ' ' ' . . . ·' \ : 
· 3. ·The pastor sl}.all be the . Mod~rator of a church; 1 

· but. when he is absent or does not sit as Moderator, .. i 
I . being present, some suitable brother shall be appointed _·_{ 

·.to sit in his place.. .· . .. . . . . , · · . · . ! 
4. . .There shall be two or more deacons in each church, · . 1, 

whose duty it ~halLbe''to superintend the 'collection for ' \ 
· anddisbursements of all contributions. made by' such 1 

· church for the pastor, etc., . and distribute . !the bread 1 

and wine in the administration ofthe Lon;1's Supper. _ . · ' \ 
5. The deacons shall also take notice. of such mem- ,1 

· bers as refuse or neglect to pat;take of the Lord's Sup~ . · · · · ;, 
per, and endeavor to learn· the cause; that the same · . j 
may. be laid before the church in confl;!rence if necessary~ 1 l 
.. 6. Some suitable member shall bt· · appointed clerlt, 

' l 
• 

~nd it shall be his duty to p~rformall the recording and . 
othe:r writing pertaining·. to the business of a· church, · 

, and to preservea file ofthe minutes of this association· 
7 .. When a new clerkis appointed all thebooks, min-· 

ute.s, etc., bel~nging t_o ~he clerk .. shalLbeinimediatcly 
dehvered to him by his successor. • .· · · · . · .. ·. ·• · . .·.··.· .. 

· 8; . When a church deems it necessary acomiliittee of 
n'ot less than three male.· member.s, well' acquainted 
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. . 
. withthe btisiness, ·shall be ,appointed, whose duty'it .. .;, . 

. shall beta give advice to brethren · who apply to them 
.. relative to cases of dealing, etc., .with the church.' 

9. Each church shall. hold a two-days monthly meet- ·. 
· ing, embracing Saturday and the Lord's day following. • 
the first of \V hich shall be the regular time of conference .. 

· · · 10. · It shall be the duty. ·of every m--mber, m"aleand . · 
.. , . female, to attend each conference meeting, i(they can; 

. for on that day the pastor is expected to instruct the . 
church in a special manner by giving plairi and pointed 

.. lessons on doctrine; discipline · and the , rules· .. of holy 
living. · .· . · .· 

· ·,~ 11. Any.male member who shall fail to attend three 
'······. successive conferences, and anymemberwhosoeverthat 
.. may be generally remiss in att~nding ·· th~ meetings of 

·a church accordmg to the Covenant (arbcle lO),.shall · ; 
· · • · . be. cited to appeariri Conference and . answer for his 

neglect; but a church may" exempt members.from this 
· rule if necessary. . · . . ·· •. · · · . . .· 1 •• ·. · • . · · • 

12.' · Conferences, after prayer or divine services, shall 
be opened and conducted as follows: 1. ··Inviting visit
ing brethren to seats. 2. Opening the ·door ·. of the 
church for'the reception of members. 3. Calling for . 

. ·the reading ofthe minutes ofthe last conference. 4. 
. · Calling for. absentees.: 5. For acknowledgments; · 6. 

For references or deferr~d business. 7. · For ne\v mat- · 
ters of dealing which are to come betore the. body. 8. 
For miscellaneous business. ·· ·. . .· 

. . 

··.·. 13. ·Visiting brethren and also· help~ called. in from · 
sister churches, shall be allowed .to speak and make 01: 
second motions, but shall not be a,llowed to yote .. ·· ;:,. · 

14. Any orderly member oftheBaptistchu'rchwhi<;li: .· 
does not· hold this church in fellowship, maybe receivetl ·. ·. 
into a church without a letter when it is made appear

' 

ent that his Christian character i~ unimp~achable, and 
that he has applied for' a letter and could not obtain it 
because he desired to join · this orsome sister church. 
All other persons must join by ~ettet\?r baptism:···. · . · • 
· .15. · No member shall be recetVed wtthout the unam-

I 
' . 

. ' 

mous ·consent of the members present; hut unreasona- , 
ble objections shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn 
by the member who makes them, such member shall he·.· 

· . liable to be ta'ken under dealing by the church. · ·--, ' . . ' . ' ·- . - . ' 
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. . ·' : 16. · When the Moderator calls forabsenteestheclerk . 
· ·:shall .inform the church ~vhat members·· have been. ab- . 

. sent for'three SUCCessive conferenC!!S, and the moderator ··. ·. 

• 

• 
· ·. shall ap'poin~ ·sotpe brother ?r . brethren to see each of. · · 

them to the next. col}ference. . . · . . .·· · .. . . . · . . . . . 
· 17 .. No member shall be expelled , unless he has been 

_· cited verbally or in writing. to attend his trial, provid~ 
·_ ... ed his residence be known to the church .. , _·.·.·. · ' .· · 
. ' 18. When a witness not a member of the church is 

. ~ , I - . , 

. . introduced,-he shall not be examineduritil this question 
has been put to the' church: -"Will .. you' hear the testi-. ' . 

' 

. monyof this witness?" . . ·. .· : . · . 
· . 19. The evidence in every case.· ofde~ling and ac
knowltdgement shall be minuted in. the church book. . 

20. Members. dismissed from the church·by letter 
who become disorderly or continue to hold their letters 
without a good reason. shall be cited. to. conference to . 
answer for their misconduct. · . . ' .•· .· · ·· · ·· i . ·. 

· 21. Expelled. mem hers may be restored tofellowship ... 

' ' 

. ' 
i 

. ' 
I 

. ' 
on their petition if their walk since 'expulsion has con- ..•.. 

. vinced the chu'rch that they have sincerely repented of 
· · their former evil conJuct. . · · · · · ·· · ·. · · ·. · ·. · . · 

' . ' 
. I 

, . 22. · Avoteshall not be taken on any question unless 
I 
' it has been moved and seconded, and upon all impoft

. ant questions must be taken by rising to the feet. 
. 23. No other motion shall be entertained while a, · ·' 

.. question with a mover and second is before conference.· . i 
· 24 ... If shall be considered disorderly for. any member · 1 

to absent himselffromconference when an itnportal1t i 
question is to be decided; but a member upon· his own ' 
r~quest_ma1, be ex~~pted by the church from voting on· . . .l 

' e1ther s1de m pecuhar cases. . . . .. . ~ 
. · 25. No member shall leave the house during confer- .. : .. ;." 

. e?-ce witho?t suffic!ent caus~, nor . ~ngage in con versa: .<,•;;_c: l 
tton or whtsper, wtthout bemg subject to a call to or- · ·::.~: 1 

·derby the ~ode!Cator_. ., . ·. · .. · . . . • ·. :,),..: .. ' / 
26. · All dtscusswns m conference must be conducted ·· 

. ' with calmness · and good ·feeling. ·Those who'speak 
must arise to their. feet and· address the. Moderator·, 

I 

I 

' 

. . 
. . ' 

. -' . ' 

· · · a11d keep to the point in debate .. · · ·.·_ .. · . . . ... ,; . .· _· 
' . 21.· ·No one~hall speak more than three times onthe · 

' 

same question without permission from the Mod era~ -· · · 
torJ nor the ref:llark5 ofany one .be unreasonably long, 

. ' ' 

' 

' I 

; - I 

. . 

. . 

' 
• 

• • 

• 
• 

•• 

' I 
i 
\ 

. I 

. J 
. I 

I 

j 

1 
I 

I 



• 

• 

' 

' 

• •• 
-• 

• 

. . 
, 

• 
• • 

. 21 . 

, , . 
. . 

• • 

• 

, 

• 

' .· 
• 

' . 

·· .. 28. When theModerator speaks indebate he must 
nominatesome one to act in his stead as Moderator. · 
.· 29. 'No one shall be interrupted while speak~ng,un-

• less it be riecessery to call the speaker to order; 
· 30. · Itshall be the rule ofthechurchtoattend to the 

administration of the Lor~'s Supper at leastfour times 
a year, the expenses of w htch are to be paid by church, .. ·· 
. ,pl. Members not in good · standing shall not com
mune, but the administration shall not be deferred on 
account of any ordinary. matter of dealing. · · ·. · · · · . · . 
. 32. Feet-washing shall be attended to as the church· 
may see proper. . . . ·. · . · · ·. • · · · . . 
· 33, .· .. Public fasting, hti11_1iliation and . prayer shall be 

. observed on proper occastons. · · ··. .· ·· . · . . · · ·· ~' . . 
· ·.· 34_ .. ·· This De~orum may be ·altered ·or aineildedbya 

vote oftwo-thtrds of the members present at any two·. 
sqccessive monthly conferences. . . · · · · · .... 

. . ' 
.. 

• • 
' - ~ . . ,_ 

• .. ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
' ' ' - . ' ' ' 

1 .. Ov Gon.-\Ve believe that there is one, and only one, living and 
true Gdd, infinite in all His attributes, the Creator, Preserver. and 

·Governor ofthe universe, revealed to.'c ;,us" in the Scriptures · as the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.-Tim. ..·1: ,17; Isaiah·· 45: 22; St. John , 
17: 3; St.John 1: 2-.:1~ · ··. . ·· \': ,' · : . . · · . 

. ·2. THE HoLY SCRIPTURES.-We ·believe the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments·,vere given by the inspiration of God, and are _ 
binding on all as our infallable rule of faith and practice.-II Tim. 

•·. '3: ·16: Romans 15: 4 and 4: 23-44; Peter 1: 21. : . · 
3. OF Cnms r .-We believe He is God manifest in the flesh, being in 

His divine nature the true God, in human nature the true man; unit. 
·.· ing the person of the Messia~ and _the Mediator for the redemption 

of the world:-Luke 2: 4-12 mclustve; Matt. 1: 18-19-20-21.. · · 
· · · 4. OF TnE HoLY SPniiT,...;.We bdievetliatHe is the third person ·in 

• . the Holy Trinity and possesses all personal divine attrib'utes, being 
the Reprover, Comforter and Sanctifier.-St, john 14: 25; 15:26 and' 

. :. . ·16: 7-15, inclusive. · · . · . . . . ·· · . 
·,' · . 5. OF SALVATION.-That the blessings . of salvation are made free 

to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive it 
:';;h. by cordial and obedient faith, and that · nothing prevents the salva-
, ·· ~ion of any, so long as 'the Spirit continues to strive with them, but 

' 

• 

.. ·their own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ,...,.. 
.· Romans 1: 16; Phil. 2: 12; Heb. 2:3. . · . · . . . . . . 
. 6. TnE FALL OF MAN.-We believe that man was created sinless, . 

but by disobedience fell into a state·.· of sin and condemnation .. All. 
his prosterity inherited this fallen nature, and all who come to years 
of accountabil.ity will si? and come short ofthe glory ~f. God, except 

. • that they recetve salv.atwn through the Lord Jesus Chnst.-Gen. 3:6 
. 1;26, 5:1· and 9:6; Cor. 11:7 Rom. 3:28; :.rark 16: 16 Acts 10: 43. · 
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.• 7. 1 THE ATONEMilNT . .l-\Ve believe that Christ iri: His great compas-
sion offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead; therefore God desires 
the salvation of all, and the Go~pel · invi~es all, p.nd whosoever will 
.may come and partake ofthe word . ofhfe freely.-1Cor. 1:7; Eph. 
5:2; Heb. 2:9-26; Rom. 5:15; Rev. 22: 17. · 

8. OF ELECTION.-We believe that God has . l1ot fixed the future 
, state of man by any unconstitutional decree delivered from the be
ginning, except to save all who,comply with the terms ofsalvation:-

. John 8:31; Luke 11:28; Acts 10:· 35; Deut. 11: 26-27-28. . 
. · 9. ON PERSEVEADNCE.-We believe that .none will finally saved 
but those who through grace persevere in holiness to the end.-John 
8: 31; Tim. 1:19; II Peter 2:21-22. ·. · ' . . . . . . \ 

10. GosPEL 'ORDINANCES -We believe that b~ptism or the burial 
of believers in ,V.ater and . the Lord's Supper . and washing of the 
Saint's feet are ordinances to be perpetuated · under · the Gospel of 
·universal salvation, and to beobserved b_v.all true believers:· Refer
ence for baptism, John 3-5; Hom. 6-4. HcJerence for the Lord's' Sup
_per, Matt. 26:26-27-28. Reference forwashingthe saints' feet, John 

• 13:5-17, inclusive. · · · · ~ · · · .· . . .· · · · . 
11. THE LoRn's SUPPER.'-We believe that the Lord's Supper was· 

instituted by our Savior as a commemorative ordin:;tnce;. that the . 
bread and wine represent His body and blood; that it was instituted · .. 
for Christians and that all. Christians should. unite in performing 
the sacred service, regardless ·of name, denomination or distinction, 

. Gal. 6: 4; Matt. 7.10; Rdm. 4:3-4. . · . ·. . ·· .. · . · 
·. 12. OF THE RESURRECTION.= We believe' in the resurrection of the 
. dead and a general judgrnent; iuid when the resurrection takes place 
• the soul and body will reu\iite and form an immortal being; that the 

. · ri~hteous will be received h1to everlasting happiness, aml the wicked 
1 will be driyen into everlasting dark'ncss, wh~rc there will be \Yccping 
· and gnashmg of teeth.-J ohn 5:28-29; Acts 24:15; Isa. 17; He b. 9:27. 

- ' ' ' ' ~-· 

I - ,\ ~ 

' ' 

Churches and the Pastors of Each. 
' ' ' 

• 

. ' 

. Hickory Grove, D. L. Chandler; Ardilla, W. J. Mur.
dock; New Pilgrim, D. L. Chandler;· Rocky. Grove,· 

· J. ·M. Murdock; Pilchia Pond, J. A. Robinson; Union · , 
Springs, W. J. Murdock; Ho\vard's Grove, J. I. Hill; 
Springfield, D. L.,Chandler; New Home,J. A.Murdock; 
Freewill's Rest, Sam Ely; Prospect, Calvin Dykes, New 
Hope,J; L. Pa_rkeri New Harmony,1]. M. Murdock. · 
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• ' STATISTICAL TABLE. 

' 

- • 

CHURCHES, COUXTIES AND STATES. CLERKS AND THEIR P. o's. 
' • 

' . -
• 

' 
• 

Hickory Grove, Jackson Co., Fla ... J. W. D. Stephens, Bascom; Fla. 
Ardilla, Houston Co., Ala ...... :...... . J. Austin, Ardilla, Ala ..... -....... 1 

• s 
rJl 
'" _,_. 
p.. 
~ 

-'=' 

"' -u 

"' "" 

.. 
.:: -rJl • 
rJl .... 
~ 

.., 
+' .:: .... 

0 
.., 

u .-1 
• 

.:: >-. 't:l 
c -'=' ~ 

't:l 't:l 0 - - +' u u rJl .., 
"' "' "" "" "" 
1 . 1 

1 1 
New Pilgrim, Houston Co., Ala ... ~ W. G. Odom, Columbia, Ala.... 1 

·Rocky Grove, Jackson Co., Fla ..... M. J. Mercer, Greenwood, Fla. 1 1 2 
Pilchia Pond, Jackson Co, Fla ..... Mason Chason, Cana,Fla .. : ..... t.L<::I 
Union Spring, Houston Co., Ala ... D. H. Lewis, Columbia, Ala ... . 
Ho~vard's Grove, Houston Co., Ala Ben Williams,· Ashforp, Ala .... . 
Sprmgfield, Houston Co.,- Ala: ...... M. Nail, Dothan, Ala ........ ; .... .. 
New Home, Houston Co.,.-Al;t ...... A. Z. Culbreth, Godfrey, Ala ... .. 

2' 
1 

. . 

• ' . 
' 

. . • rJl . UJ -• • <IJ· - .::: "' e-.... .... 
-~ 

"' :::! 
-'=' .:: :::! :::! 
~ '" p,· .::: ~ . .... - "" u. "' 0 ... ..... • ..... ,.,.. .... rJl 0 0 0 UJ ..... <.,:;. 

~ • UJ 0 
<:) 

'0 ;... '0 .... :::! 

"' 
• ·- . -

'" o:l ·a t';j 0· t';j 

0 0 z il< ~- ;;-.. 
~ 

1 4 00 $500 00 

1 75 75 250 00 
3 75 

-

60 125 00 
3 1 30 . -

2 1 00 50 00 
4 2 00 2 150 00 
2 43 2 1 
3 40 1' 1 
3 32 1 50 PO · Freewill's Rest; Jackson Co.; Fla. H. G. Green, Bascom, Fla ...... .. 

· --~ Prospect, Houston Co., Ala .......... E. B. Green, Dothan, Ala ....... . 
·New Hope, Dale Co., Ala ................ T. Ward, Peach, Ala ........... .. 

1 3 3 3 140 1' 1 75 00 • 

3 21 125 00 

. 

New Harmony, Houston Co., Ala. A. J. Granger, Granger, Ala.~·· 2 1 50.00 
• 

•- _ VALUE OF- CHURCH PROPERTY:-Hickory Grove, $50~00; - Ne~ Pilgrim; $15.00; . Rocky. Grove, $50.00; -Union . -
Spring, $25.00; Howard's Grove, $75.00; Freewill's Rest, $50.00; - Prospect, $75.00; ·New Harmony, $25.00. 
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