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CALVIN DYKES, G. W. CHERRY, J. I. HATCHER, \V J; 

.. . I . MURDOCK AND. WESLEY TOLER. 
• . .. . - · . . , 

' . 
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";, ' .. HOME MISSION BOARD: ;· .--
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The next session of this Association will'convene with Springfield 
Church, three llliles north of Houstor., Ashford Co., Ala., on 
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· Abbeville Road, at~ 11 o'clock, A l\1., on Thursday 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 
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Twentieth . Annual Session · 
• 

OF THE 

' '• -··' l . ·- > ' .. ' ' . ., ... ~: . ... - . '- ,. 
. . ... •' CONVENED· WITH 
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-~,_ ... • ~ ' 
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. NEW PILGRIM CHURCH, HOUSTON COUNTY, ALA: . . . ' ........ . ... ' "'' .. -•:··· .. ,. .,... ; ...... , !· ' .. ,, ,, 
·-~ :.,.J .......... --~" ... ..,,l.J..., . ... --~· .. . 

OGTQBER"5, 6 A:ND:.7. 1905. 
·,- ~ -·--~ ... . ' . . 
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·. . .. OFFICERS: ~~ · .. ·· · ... :: 

<>' _!, -, " ~ I • ., ' ' 

·REV. :JEFFERSON n: STEPIJ_E~.s.~ MOD~RA'!-'ClR, 
]. w: D. STE?HEij~, : - -. ·- 1 CLERK, . ·: . 
REV. c: ·c. :'fovE, ' '.Y' - ~'!. · :.:, TREASURER .. 
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..... · EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: ·.· · 
• 

. 
CALVIN DYKES; G. W. CHERRY, J. L HATCHER, W J. 
· MURDOCK AND WESLEY TOLER .. 

• 

HOME MISSION BOARD:· 
R. G. HATCHER A. HOLLAND, R. L HUNTER, H. S. 

CHERRY, AND A. L. GRANGER. 
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The next session of this A~sociation will com·ene with Springfield 
Church, three miles north of Houston, Ashford Co., Ala., on. 

Abbeville Road, at 11 o'clock, A. l\1., on Thursday 
before the 2nd Sunday in October, A. D., 1906. 
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··Order ,. of. Business., .. 
, 
' • , 

• 
' , 

-~'( ·- . 
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1. Organization,·. · · ; · . : · .. · -· ' - - - . . ... 

• 

2. Calling for letters from the different churches. 
- ., ..... - i ' 

. ' . - _, ~ ' ·-·, '; ' - ' .. ' ' ' . :' '' . 
3. Electmg officers. •·· . · ·. .. ·, · ·· ;. · 

' " 

4~ Inviting:.yisiting br~thren to seats ~ith us. 
5. Calling for petitiqn~ry letters. • .. 

' ' - .. . ~ ' . - . 
6. Appointing committees. ·. ·.·· .. · · ;: , 
7. Calling the roll ~~d reaQ,ing the Decbrm .. ·. 

· 8. Calling for C~rrespondents frotn sister associations 
' ;, . ' . . ' 

9. Appointing Correspondents fo sister associations. 
10 .. Calling for reports of committees. . ' 

.11. Ca:11ing for Circular Letter. 
··" 

1.2 ... Calling for Treasurer's report. 
13. Calling for miscellaneous business . 
. 14. · Adjournment; . ' · 
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' Proceedings of the State Line ·Association. 
• 

• .---• 
' . - '-

' . . 
The twentieth annual session of the StakLine Free. 

. Will Baptist Association conyened with Ne~~ Pilgrim . 
church, Houston Co.; Ala.,'. on Thursdayat 11 o'clock 
a.m., before the 2nd Sunday in October, 1905. 

Introductory sen·ices were c~nducted hv Rev. CalYin · 
. . ' ·- : ~- . . 

Dykes, followed by Rev. J. M. Murdock-text: Luke 5: 
27. The association then .had an inte~mission until 2 . ' 

p: m. 

. .. ·THURSDAY AFTER~OON SESSIO~ .. ' ' .. 
' . ' ' . •' . ',\ ,. ',,• ,:· ·--\i -~ ,. 

The body reassemhlecl with the former. moderator 
and clerk present." After singing the. moderator read 
He b. 3rd chapter,"'prayer by Revs. G. W. Cherry and J. · 
Hatcher. ·Letters from theYariouschurcheswerecalled 

· for, handed in and read by Rev. Calvin Dykes and Bro. 
H. S. Cherry. · ····· . · · · 

. -
.·The churches and delegates were enrolled as follows: 

· · . 1 ... Hickory Grove ·A. Holland, A. Z. Hatcher, J. M. · 
. Robinson, J. :w .. D. Stephens, Jesse and J. T. Hatcher . 

. 2. ArdillaC.:...Ev'Letter. . . , 
' -

. 3. New.Pilgrim-W. G. Odom and F. J. Thomas. 
·. 4., Prospect-]; B:Prevaft, M. G.HO\vell,T.C.New4 
. ton, W. A. Cherry, Albert Searcy, H. Spurgeon Cherry,· 
J. S. Conner, and L. L. Cobb.· · 
· 5. Rocky Grove Geo. Elmore and Richard Baxter. 

6. Springfield-W. B. Hardy, J.D. Olh·er, E. Rabon, 
W. I. Barett and]. F. Nowell. 

7. Howard's Grove--Wesley Toler, J. \V. 'Brown, J. 
F. Capps, J. B .. Williams, Daniel Jernigan, and Geo, 

, . Smith. · · 
. ' . 

8. Freewill's Rest-J. T. Brazwill and L. E. Powell. 
9. Ne,v Harmony-H. Merritt and G. C. May. ' 
10. Union Springs-]. T. Eubanks, D. V. Olive, W. H. 

Jenkins and H. C. Daniels. 
11. Damascus-J~ J. Mercer . 

• 
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12 .. Silver Run'-W. T. Riley and E. W. King. · . 
13. New Life:-A. L. Granger~ ··· · · · · 

•' ' . ' 

On motion ofJ. M. Robinson, theletterswerereceived 
' ' ' . 

with a prov~sion to fill vacancie~ inthe delegations -\vith ... 
members present from their respective churches. · · · · · ·. 

On motion of G; W. Cherry called and revised the roll.· 
'J'4e body was then permanently organized by electing 

Jefferson D: Stephens Moderator and re~electing J.· W •. 
D: Stephens clerk. . ... : . 
. ·Invited visiting brethren to seats with us. · 

Call for petitionary letters: . One received from Silver~ 
Run church. ·.This was an old church received without 

· reorganizati<?n . 
.. On motion of G. W. Cherry,· jt. was re-instated and· 

the delegation was seated. · · . 
·The various committees were appointed as follows:· 
. 1. On Temperance. Bros. G .. W. Cherry, A.'Holland, . · 

W. G; Odom; A. Z. Hatcher and Richard Baxter. . . . · . 
~ 2. On Nominations-Bros. J. M. Robinson, F. J. 

Thomas, J. J. Mercer, W. H. Jenkins, G. C.· May, W. J. 
Mims, C. Dykes and G. W. Cherry. •. · · . 
· 3. On Finance-Bros. H. S. Cerry, W. B. I-lardy., J, 

S. Conner1 J. B. Prevatt, M.G. Howell and H, Merritt. 
c 4. On Missions-Bros. C. Dykes, A: Holland; J .. T. 
~razwill, Wesley Toler, W. J. Barettand E. Rabon.. · 

5. On Documents-Bros. J. I. Hatcher, J. T. Eubank, . 
' . . _, 

H. C: Danields, J. B. Williams, Geoi-Smith and Geo. El- . . . 
more. . . . . . . 
. . • . . . l . . 

6. ·On Educatwn-Bros. R. L. Hunter, W. A. Cherry; . 
Jesse Hatcher, D: V. Olive, L. E. Powell, J. W. ·Brown 
and Daniel Jernigan. .. 

' . ' . 
7. On Sabbath Schools-Bros. W. S. Cook, John 

Hatcher, T. C. Newton, Albert Searey, J. F. Noweland 
' L. L. Cobb. 

· ~0~ Obituaries-Bros. W. J. MU1;dock, '-IV. T. Riley, W. . .. 
J. Mims, A. B. Radney, G. L.Love and G. C. May. · . ' ' . ' . 

• 
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9. ·on Suggestions-Bros. C. Dykes, J.D. Piei:ce, I:~S. 
Hunter, J. G. Harris, G. L. Love, G. W. Cherry, W. J. 
Mims and] . .M. Murdock .. · · · . . · · 

• 

. 10 On Character of Ministers-Bros. W. J .. Mims, & · 
Holland; \Yestly Toler, W. H. Jenkins, J. T. Brazwell,J. 
P. Capps, J. D~ Oliver and John Hatcher . 
. . 11. On Divine Sen'ice---,Bros.J; M. Murdock, A. Hol­
land, E. W. King,' Wesly Toler, W. B. Hardy, Jno: 

·Hatcher, J. B. PrentttanclJ. F. Kowell. 
On motion of Rev. G. W. Cherry, Bro. A .. B.· Rodney - . 

\vas excused until:Saturday morning. · .· · · 
On motion of Rev. J. I. Hatcher, omitted calling the 

roll and reading the decorum this afternoon.· · · · 
· · Callforcorrespondents from sister associations: Four 
. ·were found to be corresponding, viz: . . . . . . 

· Chattahoochee-Bro. C. C. Harris. · · · · · · .. 
Liberty-Bro. Sam Carroll. . ·· · ; · ··. ~: 

·· .. Southeastern-W. Z.·BtJ.tson, J. L. Calloway andJ. L . 
. . . 

Parker. · : . . . 
. · Salem_.;.G.~W; Uery. ·· · . - ·.~·.· · · · ·· · 

They were received and given the right hand. offel-
lowship. • • · . 

On motion of Rev. W. S. Cook the body adjourned 
imtil 8:30 o'clock Friday a. m. ·. ·· · · ·' · 
·. Sang tune, "Glory to his name." Benediction by Rev~ 
.W. J .. Mims. . .·· 

. . FRIDAY MORNING SESSION. • 

. . 

· The association. met· pursuant to adjournment; The . ' ' ' 

body joined in singing, "Grace 'tis a charming sound," 
·.after which we humbltd in prayer with the moderator~ 

' ' - - . 
. • On motion of Bro. A. Holland, Rev. J. J. Burtashmv 

. was giy-en 'a seat of welcome in the body.· Invited visit-
ing brethren to seatswith us. . 

'Rene\ved call for petitionary letters. After which the 
dedi called the roll and read the d~coruin. · R;me~ved 
<:alt'for corr;)sponclents from sister Associations. . · · · 

. ' . . 
• 
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• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
'• 

• I 

: I 



• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

6 ... 

• 

. • On motion of Rev. Calvin Dydes, that we correspond 
· with iiister ·associations. . . . '· · · ·. . · . . . . 

• 
·The following brethren either volunteere:l or wereap-

appointed-delegates:· ·.. · · 
. . To Southeastern-Brethren G. W. Cherry, W. B. Har- . 
dy and J. T. Eubanks. . . . . 
·· ·. To Martin~Brethren C: Dykes, J. L Hatcher and E. 

· W. King. · 
To Liberty-Brethren G. L. Love, J. M. Murdock and 

J. F. Capps. , 
. . 

To Choctawhatchee-Brethren J. D. Pearce, G. W. · 
Cherry and W. J. Mims. 

·To Midway-Bro. R. L. Hunter. . 
To Salem-Brethren]. I. Hatcher and R. G. Hatcher . 

. To Central-Rev. G. W. Cherry. 
Onmotion of·Rev. G. W. Cherry, correspond with , 

any other near association with minutes. 
I . ' ' . - • 

On mbtion~of"Bro~ J. B. "Prevatt, send ·Choctaw-
hatchee Association six minutes. 

The reports of the various committeeswere called for. · 
·. The full report of the ··committee on Divine.· services, 
which was called for and read at various times, is as · 
follows: . . 

DIVINE SERVICES--:-\Ve, your committee on Divine 
Services, submit the following report, to wit: Friday, 
9:30,· a, ill., Rev. J. J. Burtashaw preach and Rev. W.J. 
Murdock close; Friday, 11, a: m., Rev. W. J .. Mims 
preach and Rev. W. S. Cook cl.ose; Friday, 3, p.m., Rev. 
J. M. Murdock preach and Rev. J. I. Hatcher close; 
Saturday, 9:30, a.m., Rev. J. G. HarrispreachandRev: 
J.D.Pearceclose;Saturday, 11, a. m.,Rev.Jefferson D •. 
Stephens preach and Rev. R. L. Hunter dose. 

· . Respe~tfully Submitted, 
.. · · ·J. M. Murdock, Chairman~ . 

The report was received and adopted. · · · · ... . · . 
· lVliSSIONS-'-\Ve, your committee on missions, beg leave 
.. to submit the following report, to · wit: We heartily 

. . ' 

• 

' 
• 

-

• 

• 
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endorse the spirit of some of our churches . on missions. 
' ~ ' . 

and recommend that 'this body at-this session appoint. 
a.Home Mission Board and define its duties. · .· 

. . . . . . . Calvin Dykes, Chairman.. 
1 

. 

On motion, the report was received and adopted andi 
committee discharged .. 

On motion of Bro. J. T. Eubanks, Rev. Pink Steward, .. ·. 
a :Missionary Baptist, was given a seat of welcome in: 

. ' . ' ' 

the body. . · :- . . • 
FINANCE-We, your committee on finance, beg leave· 

to make the following report, to wit: · 
Received for minutes 
Received for associational purposes 
Received for missions -'· 

$13.85 . 
11.90· 

.·. 5.00· 
• 

Received for memorial fund .15. 
. . 

... Total , . . $30~90~ 
. H. Spt,trgeon Cherry~ .Chairnian. · ·. 

. ' - ' ... ' . 
On motion, the report·was received arid adopted and: 

committee discharged. · . · , . · · . .· 
NmnNATIONS-\Ve, the .. committee on nominations,. 

. . - . . 
. submit the following report, to wit: .. 

We nominate Rev. W. J. Murdock to preach· the, in­
troductory sermon of the next session, and Rev. \V. J. 
Mims to conduct the service .. Also we nominate · Bro •. 

. . - ' . .. . . 
. Jefferson D. Stephens to write the next circular letter .. 

\Ve nominate Springfield cht1rch for the next session 
ofthis association. · J. M. Robinson; Chairmmi. · •· 
. On motion of Bro. J. B. Prevatt, the report was re- · 

· ceived and adopted and committee discharged. . 
Docu~IENTS-We, your committee on documents, . 

. make the following report: . . . ·. . ·.. . 
· We Recommend the E~EE WILL BAPTIST paper and. 
·Free Will Baptist literature for our St;n9-ay School 
wo~. ·· · · · · 

We urge that more of our people read the FREE WILL. 
·BAPTIST and become more acquainted with each other. 
. :Respectfully submitted . 

· . J. L Hatcher,-Chairman. 
"• \ . . ·• ~ .... _ '""'-\ 

• 

I 
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··. Oi1 motion of Rev. G. W. Cherry, the report was re-
·ceived and adopted and committee discharged. . 

On motion ofBro; A. Holland, adjourned for· -11 
o'clock services. The body was to reassemble at 2, . . . . . ·p.·m.· .. _ .... ·,. --· _.,-... . .;: .. 

FRIDAY EvENING ·SESSION. · . . .1 

··.··The assoCi~tion reassembled pursuant ·t·o adjourn­
. ment. ·The 1\loderator 'read for·an ev'eliing's lesson the 

• 37th Psalm. Prayer by ReY. \V. S. Coole Renewed 
·call for petitionary· letters.· • • Renewed call··. for corres-
1)om1ents from sister associations: · · · · · 

SABBATH ScHOOLs-We, your committee on Sabbath 
Schools, ·submit the following report; to \vit: · 

.. ·We find only threeSabbathSchoolswithintheboutids 
. of our association, and these have only'ninety-five stu-

dents, but we find that there are 540 ·students not in 
. -reach of. Free Will Baptist churches that should be . in. 
t Sabbath Schools and have not attended so far as we 
. ·can ascertain:. Wh}r so fe,v .. SundaySchoolsis bec~use 

' ofthe non-interest ofparents and leading church mem­
. hers.. lXO\V we urge the parents and members to get 
.. about their Father's ,york and promote ·the . cause of 

Christ in the way ofSunday School work. 
. ' . . ' . 

.. · .. ·. ,W. S .. Cook, Chainnan. ·. 
. , . On motion, :the report w~s received ariel adopted, with 
;an amendment thatthis association .· elec~ a Suriday 
· School evangelist, and the committee be . discharged. , 
··.On motionofRev. G. ·w .. Cherry, the association was 
divid,ed into hvo Sunday School districts. The upper 
part to form the upper district and the lower part to 
form the lower district. · 

-. Rev. W. S. Cook was elected evangelist for the upper 
district, and Rev. J. I. Hatcher was elected · evangelist 
for the lower district. They are to do the '\vork as they 
·.seeproper and look to the places where they work for 
compensation,.and make a report of their labors to the 
next session of this association. 

• 
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On motion of Bro. J. B. Prevatt, Bro. Sam · Carroll 
•was excused for the remainder ofthe session. . . · .·. 

• • 
Renewed call for petitionary letters. One presented, 

viz: New Life. · . . · .. • 
' ' . ' 

On motion, it was received and the bearer, Bro. A. L. 
Granger, was received as.a delegate.> He wasgivent]Je 

~right hand offellq'''shirnvhile ~he body sang, '!On J or-
-dan's Stonnv Banks I Stand." · ·· 

""' / . . ' 
On motion of Rev. J.D. Pearce, Rev. G.:L· Love was 

excused for the remainder oft_he session .. 
OBITUARIES-\Ve, your committee on obituaries, make . 

the following report: . · · . . . .. · . . . 
\Ve find that there has been nine deaths since our last . . . 

session, and we recommend that their obituaries appear 
· t in o~r minutes. . .· .. _· .. ··. , . w~ J. Murdock, Chairman. 

. On motion, the.report "'aS received and adopted' and' 
the committee discharged \vith an'amendment that the 
' . 

-·clerk of the churches that failed to ·send obituaries of 
their deceased, forwatd them to the Clerkofthe associ-

• 

• • .atwn. . . . . : · . . ... · · 
CHARACTER OF 1\IINISTERS.:_\Ve, the committee on char-
acter of ministers, make the following report: . 

. All of our ministers are in good standing as far as we 
)mow, not having.time to investigate them.· . 

. .. .. W. J. Mims, Chairman.· 
. 

On motion, the report was receh:ed and adopted and 
-committee discharged~ ·· • .··. , · 

SuGGESTIONS--We, the committee on suggestions, sub-
. mit the following report, to"~it: . . . 

We suggest that each church oftheState'Line Associa 
tion make a minute,report ofthe minister's character, 
belonging to their church. We also suggest that this . . 
.association define the duties oftheexecutivecommittee. 

·We suggest that the constitution and decorum of the 
, .assoCiation berevised s~ as,to r.ead a!) follo,;s:_ [See 

Church Decorum.] ;,.. Calnn Dykes, Chmrman. 
• 1- -~ )' 
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On motion ofG. W. Cherry,thereport \Vas ·received 
and adopted and committee discharged. · '· 
. The revised constitution and decorum are inserted at 

the proper place in the minute. · · 
. ' . . . 

· On motion of Rev. J. I. Hatcher, we excuse 110 one'for 
. . ' , 

any reason except sickness or legal business. 
·On motion of\V. S. Cook, adjourn till· 8:30, ·a. m., 

Saturday. 
Benediction by Rev. J. I. Hatcher.· 

• 

SATURDAY :MoRNING SESSION. 
The body met pursuant to adjournment. The Moder­

ator read the 14th chapter of :Matthew, after which the 
body humbled in prayer with Rev. W. J. Murdock· and 
again withRev. G. W. Cherry. · · . 
· Invited visiting brethren to seats with us. 
Renewed call for petitionary letters and . correspond­

ents from sister associations. 
EnucATION...::.We, your committee on education, sub­

.· mit the following report, to wit~ 
· We heartily endorse any niovementfor the bettermeirt 

- ' ' ,.. . . 

and improvement of our people intellectually as well as 
spiritually .. Educated talent is wanted and also ver.y 

. much n·eeded to promulgate and direct the ·cause ·· of 
· Christ.. Education alone does not make christians, nay,. 

but it does increase the christian's power for good. 
· Public schools are. established throughout our country 
for the purpose of educating our childr~n, and \Ve dore- · 

. quest and impress that our people take advantage of 
this great blessing and educatetheir children. We also 

. insist that our children have wholesomo,literature, such 
as religious nevvspapers published by the Free Will Bap­
tist, etc.. Such influence will be elevating and inspiring 

. to a higher place of social life, \Vhtch will make· worthy 
· men and women of our children. · · 

We find that our people are careless about educating 
·.their children and we urge and impress them to educate 
their children, as we find that to be their honorable 
duty. ·· Rev. R. L. Hunter. Chairman . 
• 

' 
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On motion,·the report was received and adopted and 
committee discharged. . · · · ·· · · · · . · 

.,~;[.i·' ,.- . - ' . . -~. ~ . -,_ ·-
At tii1sjuncture Rev. W. S. Cook asked for contribu-

tions toeducate young men preparing for the ministry. 
Thetollowing amounts were paid: . .. . . . . . . 

W. S. Cook $1.00 . 
' 1 • ' 

J.D. Stephens , . . . .. 1.00 
J. W. D. Stephens 1.00 
]. T. Eubanks _. 1.00 
J. I. Hatcher · 1.00 
W. II. Jenkins · · 1.00 
· Geo. Smith. , . . • · .50 
W. J. Murdock · · .50 
A. Holland · · · 1.00 · 

• 

A. C. Cobb .... . . .10 
J. F. Nowell . · 1.00 
Wesly Toler. . . 1.00 

. · ·Total · · · · · $10.10 
· dh motion of Bro. J. T. Eu1,Janks, turn the .amoqnt 

into the treasury to be held and used for the ·purpose 
raised. . . .· , . . . · 

TEMPERANCE-\Ve, your c·ommittee on temperance, 
make. the following report, to wit: · .· · . · .· . .· 

·As the Lord has commanded his children to be tern~ 
· perate in all things we will submit and surrender to be. 
temperate in speech, act and deed, and asGodpromises· 
woe unto him that giv<:th !tis neighbordrinkorputtcth 
the bottle to his lips to make him drunk, we will not 
only abstain from it ourselves but will do everything 
against the sale ofit or the use of it in any way. We 
see that whiskey is destructive to humanity.· and the 
church. ·Here is the estimation of one bushel of corn·: 
.The distiller gets four gallmis of whiskey, which retails 
at $16.80, the farmer gets 25 cents, the U. S. govern­
ment $4.40, the railroad company gets $l.OO,theman~ 
ufacturer gets $4.00, the drayman get. 15 cents, . the ..•• 
consumer gets drunk, the wife gets hunger, the children · 
get rags, ·ignorance . and shaipe .. References against 
whiskey: Prov. 23:20-21-31-32; 31:4-5; Isaiah 28:1-7; 
Joel3:3; Hab. 2:15: . Respectfully, 

· · · G. W. Cherry, Chairman. . .• . 
• • 

• 

• 

. . 
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j 11lnl!lotion_; the report was n-ceiyed and adoptcd-und 
~1Dm1ttee dtscharged .. · _ . _ . . . __ · .· . ·, . . _ ... , ·_ 

' . 
. . . ' ' . TREASURER'S REPORT. ,, . 

' . ' ' - ' ' . . , ' 

i:Rettit'trl-for minutes _·_ · ·" -- · 
.'l!secei\-ed for associational purposes. 

' ' .. $14.80 . 
' . 10;75 

' 

. . Total · ' $25.55 
.::P.mitbr printing minutes -$13.50 
:1~roil l:lerk for services -; · - 10.00 
3~.a1u ~xpress -on minutes---:~ · .· . · · · '- .. ' 1'.55 
::fl:liilp0Stage on minutes -_ - ··- ·_ - : 1.31 
.illa"id J. A. Robinson by order of association. ; 10.00 
3~rlD. L. Chandler by order of association-:· • · 5.00 

• ! ' . - ' 
' ' ~ ' ; ' : ----

. - -

Total amount disbursed i " $41.36 
' . . ' 

Total ambunt now m hand ' · • $23.33 
' · G. L. Love, Treasurer. -_ 

Cllnnwtion, it 'vas received and adoptc~~ ' - ' - --·. -
' . .. - ' ' .. -- . 

- • MISCELLANEOUSBUSINES.S. ~ ·- __ 
- • • • ,. • > , • -- 1" '" • ~.. • • ' " ' 

(,Dnn1otion of Bro. A. Holland, elect an executive com-
- . -- . ' . ' . - . . . '• 1nnn.e-e. -_ -· · · - - -· - · · · · - · · ---· - - -· · · - -: · -- --

, . ) ' . 

• 

·-- '.Tl-....~e :regular order of business was suspended and ~the . 
·.':fulloor:Wg namd bre'thren were elected by acclathation: 
3tn·._Calvin Dyke~, G. W. Sherry,J.l.Hatcher, W. J~ 
~uriloekand Wesly Toler.' · ···--·_ - .-. , · ·-_-
. · \{};n-:IDntion, elect a Ho-me Mission Board. -• · · · -
' 'Th.ucgular order ofbusiuess was suspended and the 
fum.n'W.in~ named brethren: were elected by arising vote:· 
1BTJ:)';;.~:.R. G. Hatcher, A. Holland~ R. L. Hunter;-· H; 
_~:~;p~wn.Cherryand A. L. Granger. · · · · · _ · . ' _ 
.. : .. l~'l:lnobon, transfer the 11th Art. of old decorum of 
· $~-:lssoei<ltionfo thechur,-h decorum. · 
_ !QD motion, Rev. R. L.Hunt.:r was gr:tnted further 
~.~Dl''.lo prepare the Cii·c-ular letter, and that it be pub­

. ill~il in our minutes and the FREE WILL BAPTIST pa­
-~per • .nl Ayden, N. C. · · · · · · •. · · · _ · 
·' r(}o :in{)_tion of J. M. Robinson, elect a trea:surer. · · · 

--~.n.~regular order of business \vas suspended and Rev; 
:.I;~] .. ~ Love was elec~ed by a rising vote. ' 
· · il}ilmotion of Rev G. W. · Cherry, that Bro. E. L. 
::51:C7airc, of Georgia, be invited to come \Vithin the 
llill'1lll"Js ofour association next July. 

• • . ... -

. ' . - , . 
' . 

- -~ . 
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• 
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. On.motf~n of Rev. G. W. Cherry, . pay . ~lerk $tffifilifl 
for his services.' . ' . '·. ·:. ·. : ' ' . 
' On•motion;.the moderator appoint a ddegatOOR til.b' 
the General Association... . · ·.· · · · . . · · .· · · 

· ~T_he followingnamed brethrencomposetheddlegaffin.L..; · 
.. Revs. C~lv_in Dykes,J. I. Hatcher,.E;}V.J{\:og, [L~.zr:. 

geon Cherry, R. L. Hunter and G, W. Cherry. ·. · · 
• The General Association convenes with Macr::fhmiu 

church, 3 miles N. E. of Colquitt, Miller Co., · G:.t..., o~t 
Friday before the fourth Sunday in July, k D., l~Hll~: . 
. Oi:i motio~ of Rev. J: I. Hatch~r, ~he hea:tfeJt thnJv~;; · 

of the assoctatwn.was·tendered to New Ptlgrtm d.::a:z:r-....£1 
and-community for the • kind hospitality ·sho\Vm!.· die: 
body during its stay with them. · · · ·. · · : · . · 

On motion of Rev,. Calvin Dykes, the associatio_li mi;... 
journed to meet with Springfield church, Housto& Ca..;.; 
Ala., at 11 o'clock, a. m., on Thursday before thesoo:m<E. 

. Sunday in October, A. D., 1906. · · .· . 
· The body then took the parting hand while ~t.t:.,!,Cn:;r;. 
"God he with you till we meet again." · Prayer.by:-ii~o;r;.;. 
G. W. Cherry. . . ..... . ..... 
· REv. ]EFFERSON D; STEPHENS, Moderato::; 

-• • 

' . 
• 

· . . . . . J. W. D. Stephens, Chli:. 
' . ' .. . . 

' ' ' _, 

' . . .. 
' ,.- ' I_, -· ------,--,..,..,......,· • - , , . ' . . -' ' ·' ; . : ... ,. ···-··-: :_ ;~ · •• ·• '.·:_,i '"• .·-.·: 

• 
• 

.. . ' . - ' . 

OBITUARIES .. ··. · 
• 

·--~ . . 
• • I ·. , 

! • • 

. ' . ., . \ ' . 
. .·•' 'I 1",'.,:1', • .. 

·. ·F. M. KNIGHT .. · .. ·· • 
. ' . 

' 

. Sacred to the memory nfBro. F: M. Knight, wh.<~t d:~ 
parted this lifeApril28th, 1905: He was 54 yea.t:'li:rn£ · 
two months old>when he departed this life. He "''fi..tz:'m. 
consistent member of the Free Will Baptist churd.~ .. ~:.t~ 
Bethany church, Ra:tdolph . Co., Ga. He joiileQ. til~ 
church in 1888; and was a consistent member tti~"'-~~ . 
til he moved to Webb, Ala., 1902, and ii:f1904hejcrux~~ 
with us at Prospect church near Dothan, Ala •. ··lie ~1.t 
a good wife and five children to mourn their loss;. (}iuc. 
loss is his eternal gain. He was a good. father- 3:-ru.\: 
neighbor and a consistent member \Vith us in Pm~¢t: 
church during his short stay :with us. So we wiffi :n~. 
farewell, farewell Brother Knight. We trust •ve wim · 
meet you in the sweet by and by. · 

-· • • 
• 

.. -. ' .. . . . 

• 
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Statistics of the Association. · .. , .. ,,, . .,_., ' 
~ •. - ·. • ~ . • . 1:.'- ' • ~ 

·The State.Linc Free Wil! Baptist Association was or­
ganized at Howard's Grove church, ~ov. 20th; 1886. . 

. " . . . . . . - ' , ... ' .·· - . -., 
YEAR.·· · · MODERATOR. · ·. · i 'CLERIC CHURCH. · . . ·No. 

. . . ' 
. . 

1886 ...... D:L. Chandler.: .... Ca'vin Dvkes ... : .. Howard Grove ... ;.:.:449 
- . . ' . ~- ' . - •' ' 

1887 ...... D. L Chandler:.~ ... Cal vin Dyl~es, ..... Beulah .......... : ..... ;; ... 5 77 . 
1888 ...... R. M ~ Gray.;: ........ Cal vin Dykes._; .... l\1acedonia.;l: .. :~ •. ,;,,403 
1889 ...... !}. l\1. .Gray .. : ..... : .. Calvin Dyk,es ...... Friendship ..... ; ......... 516 .. 
1890._ ..... ~{. l\1 .. , G~ay.: .... , .... Calvin Dykes ...... Lovewood, .............. 443 
1\391 ~ .... ,R Ml,Gr~y .. : .... :.::.Calvin Dykes ...... ProspecL .. :,: ..... . :.: .• 339 
1892.;: ... R ·l\1. Gray: ..... _ ... :.Calvin Dykes .. · .... Silver Run: ...... ; .. ; ..... 444 
1893._. .... D. L. C~andler ...... J. D.:~t~p)1en~ 1 .. ;.Hic¥ory ~?r!?Ye ..... : .. .450 • 
1SP:t.,., .. R. l\.~. :Gr,ay.-.... 1 .~.,~J. D .. ·Sfcphens: .... Sprtng'Hlll.. ... ;:.:.:"••,t22, 
1895 ...... 0. L. Chandler; .. .' .• ];' D;'Stcphens: .. ::Pittman.C:reek ... :;·., .. \>03 
1896 ...... Calvirl Dykcs ...... : .. J. D.Stephens ..... Howard Grovc: .... ;~;5G8 · 
1897 ...... D. :L. Chandler .. : ... ].· D. Stephens .. .'.,Hew H opc.: ... .' .. :.: ... [:G53. 
1898 ...... D. L .. Chandler .. : ... j.·D. Stephens ... ;.Rocky Grove:.; .. ~ ..... :G33 
1899 ...... D. L.: Chandler .. : ... ]. ,D. Stephens ..... Prospect ........ ~ ......... 671. 
1900 ...... G; W. Cherry.: ...... J. D. Stephcns ..... Freewill's Rest ......... 803 
190l.. .... Calvin Dykes ......... J. W. D. Stephens.Antioch .................... 916 

· 1902 ...... Calvin Dykes;;.~ ..... J; W; D. Stephens. Cnion Springs.; ........ 947 
1903 ...... J. D. Stephcris ....... j.W ·D. Stephens.HickoryGrovc ........ ;827 
1904 ...... J. D. Stephens ....... ]. W. D. Stephens. Howard Grove.; .. u .. 786. 
1905 ...... ]. D. :Stephens ....... ]. W; D. Stephcn~.New Pilgrim ............ 7 45 

. ·-······.' '······ -· 
'c 

• • ' ' . 
, < .·" ••. · .Li.~t-of Ordained Ministers and s. 

• .-.··.- .. ~- _ ... : . .. ,,-.·--.-~.-I, 'I' 
,JV . . ·- ,. ' '.. . ' . '. ' '-

· 1. G. L. Love, Howard's Grove, Ala. 
Nz. · W. F. Hrisliins, I:Iickqry GJ,:!J,"Vc, Woodville; Fla. 
~3. J.D. St~phei1s; ~lic:kory Gt?Y~ .. ¥ar~arp;a, Fla.~ . 
AJ ;4 .. J: B.·l\hlls, Ar~tlla, I?othm~, Ala. · · · • .. · · 
"'.5. D, L. Chandler, Springfield, Ashford, Ala. ,.,. . .,.... ',. . ' - . ' . M'. 6.: · W ,.J ." M1ins;•Sprtngfield,, Gqrdon, Ala. · 
t/7 .. Calvin Dy Howards:Grove, As Ala:' . . ·.' --··· ·.· . 

x· 9. '], . Murdock, .Hmy~rd's'Grove: A~hford, Ala: 
'"',:10. J. I. Ha~cher, .H.tckory ~rove, Bascom, Fla:· .· 
,J11. W. S; Cook, Umon Spnngs, Pansy, Ala. ·. 

. . 

;V12. R. L. Hunter, New Pilgrim, Columbia, Ala. .· 
li-1.3. ] . A. Robinson; Pilchia Pond, Marianna, Fla. . 
1 .. 14. G .. W. Cherry, Prospect, Dothan, Ala. : ·. 
· 15; . C. M. Whittle; New. Hope,· Bnnoltt, i'.J&. -~~ alct-. 

. . 
LICENTIATES. 

!1/1.' J. A. Givens, Springfield, Ashford, Ala. 
ll~· J· . .<?:.J.I~p:i,s,,~ros~ect, Dothan, Ala: 



' 
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. /3'. I. S. Huntei:, New Pilgrim, Columbia, Ala. 
P 4. J.D. Pearce, New Harmony, Cottomvood, Ala. 
~. · C. G .. Ray, Ardilla, Dothan, Ala. ·· : . < 

< ·;VB .. A. B.' Radney, Prospect, \Vebb;Ala. · • < . 

A/7, W. H. Lashley, Pilchia Pond, Cona, Fla. · · '· 
,y-8. A. C~ Cobb, Prospect, Dothan,.Ala. 

., .. "' .,_ ' • . ' .:- ' . ' ' ; ...,.-,-----=-· -.-:---'-
• ' ' ' _· ' ; '-•• < .--~ ' ":'""" ' > • • - ··., _,, _ _,_:,.-} . ' . ' ' 

.... Constitution of the State Line Association •.. 
• < ' 

· ART. L -·This Association shaH be composed of dele­
. gates sent annualiy fromthechurches upon whiCh it is 
. based.· ·.· ·_·_ i'·-· · .i:' .. _-. •· ·- .. \ .·-_· ·· 

' ART .. 2:'. Each church shall be entitled to ·:hvo ' dele­
gates for every h\·enty~fiye members ·a'tid ''one· ·delegate 
for thefrac~ional part pf ,twentycfi,;e.: : Provi~~d; any 
-church havmg less thanhventy-five· members •lt ·shall 
be entitled to .two delegates. · · · · · : : . l .·': : ·.-' · · 
.. ART. 3. The delegates from each church shall bear a 

letter!certifying their election; to which·! shall :be' sub­
joined a table stating the number baptized; received:by 
-confession offaith, h_v letter; by restoration, "•dismissed 
bv letter,' excluded· or died within: the lastAssociational 

~ . . . 

year; amount of all contributions, the · time of their 
monthly t~~eeting,- the membership,· ordained ·and' licen­
·tiate rr.inisters with their post offic~, ai1d signed by•the' 
-pastor and clerk of the church with their post office:· . 

. ART.· 4. Newly constituted,: or other ,churches, :de- · 
siring adriiissio11.into this union shaH petition :by· dele-· 

· gatiqn and letter,and if upon examination found to be 
orthodox and orderly they• shall be r'eceived 'into the 
Association, and such reception shall be manifested· by 
giving the right hand offellow!:'hip. ·_· ·· · · ;-- · . : · .. ·. 
· ART.· 5. · It is expected that the churches ·composing 

this body will send delegates and contributions every · 
session and that no church will withdraw from the As­
sociation without assigning .a reason for the i~tended · 
withdrawal. . · . · · · · · · · · · . · · · .· 

ART. 6. · The officers of this Association shall be ·a· 
l\1oderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Executh·eCommitteeand 
Home Mission Board. The Executive Committee and 
Rome Mission Board shall be composed of· five mem- · 
bers <:ach. · 
. ART. 7.' The Association shallm~et annually, ac­

,cording to adjournment, and shall have power to trans-
• 

• 

' 

• 
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act all business pertaining to the general good of the 
bodv.- · ·', · 
· Ain. 8. This constitution may be altered or amend~. 
ed by a majority ofthe delegates . present during any 
session. . ~. · · .. : 

. 
• 

Decorum of the State Line Association. 
. . . ' . . . ' ' 

. :· .,· ' ... - '• - .. · ·- .. . 
ART.· 1. 'The Mpderator, Clerk,' Treasurer, Executive 

Committee and Home ~ission Board ·shall be elected 
by ballot annually. . · ·• ' · . _· ·_ · . 

ART. 2. The Moderator shall preside over the delib­
erations oftheAssociation'\vhet:. iH · ::.ession, _ preserve 
order and submit motions or other matters. He shall 
have.the same righ~ to v·ot~ as any other .member,· and: 
provtded the chatr lS occupted, the same nght of speech .. 

-AFT; 3. Every motion receiving a second shall be 
submitted to the body, unless witl;drawn. . · ·· · ·· 
· ART. 4. Only one person shall be allowed to . speak 
at the same time and such speaker shall address the 
Moderator, and shall not be interrupted while speaking 
except by the Moderator a11d_ then only when .. he _de­
parts from the subject.under debate. Provided, .how-. 
ever, any brother may address the Moderator to a: 
.... t f'd" __ pom o or er. . . . · _. _ _ . . . . _ 

ART. 5. The Clerk shall record the pro..:eedmgs of 
the bpdy when in session and superintend the . publica-· 
tion of the same, auddo all other writing- pertainingto 
the business of the Association. He shall also preserve 
a file of minutes ofthe Association which he shan· de-
liver to his successor in office. · · . · · 

·ART. 6. The Treasurer shall keep a correct account 
qf all ±'unds received and disbursed by him showing bal.: 

· ance, if any, on hand. He'shall only pay out inoneyon. 
the order of the Association or the Executive Commit-. -- ' 

tee. . · ·. · · .. 
· ART. 7 .. The 'Executive Committee shall have power 
to execute the laws and regulations ofthe Assodation, 
when the Association is not in session. ·'And. to make­
rules for their own government, provided such rule& are 
not repugnant to the Constitution or Decorum of the 
Association. . \ ·- · 

·ART. ·s. It shall be the duty of the Home M1ssion 
· ..... , ' .. , . -· ,_,-· -, .. -

• 

• 
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B·6ard to work for church extension-and church preser-
vation, for which purpose they shall draw on the- Ex­
ecutive Committee and various churches for the neces­
sary funds, whcri the Association is not in session. The 
Board may make rules ancl re~ulations fot. their .own 
government that arenot,conflicth•e•,vltlFthe Constitu-

• . ' . . I \ • ' 

tlon or D<!corum· of the· Association.· 

• 

·ART. 9. The Assoc!ation shall be opened and closed · 
""ith prayer:· . _ - . · _ _ . . . 

·ART. 10. The names·ofthe delegates shall be en-_­
rolled and called as often as the Association may deem 
proper. · · · · - , · · 

• 

. ART. 11. No church nor minister ~hall be received · 
~nto thisAssciCiation that refuses to comply with this . 
.Decorum·or the Ordinances w,hich are given us in the · 
GospeL·- · .· . · -;-•··~·., ,,. ___ .. -' - -· · · · -

: :ART.' 12.: This Decorum;may be altered or amended · 
_ b_y a majority of the delegates present dur~ng any ses- · 

SlOn. . _ . . • 
' 

• 
. . . . 

' --. CHURCH DECORUM .. • 

' . 

- ' ,. .. •. 
' 

.1. A church may choose·a pastor annually. at the· 
last regular conference in the associational year, oe if · 

· they prefer it may choose a pastor· for -at1 indefinite 
length of time, tO continue from year to year, • so -.long· 

-, ·as he may deetn it proper to keep up the connection. 
~ 2.-. Wheri it bec6ri1es necessary a pastor may be chos~ 

en at any any other time; but if the choice be made abi 
special conference, the time must be appointed at a 
monthly meeting of a church. -- .. · _ . 

. -· 3. The pastor shall be the moderator of a ·church; 
but when he is absent or does not ~it as moderator, 

· ~eing present, some sui tab~~' brother shall be appointed 
to sit in his place. . -· .. . · · . 
. 4. The pastor of each church shall have power to 
form a Presbytery and ordain deacons for- the· church; . 
also to examine preachers who may apply for such: also ·­
to examine ordained ministers who make application 
to our order, and it found sound shall be set apart in 

- rank but notre-ordained. ·· · 
. 5. There shall be two ormorede'aconsineachchurch, · 

. whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection for. 
·and disbursements of all contributions made by such.' 

• 

• 

' -
• 

• 

- ' 

• 

' ' • 

• 
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•cburch for_the pastor, etc., and distribu"te the b1·ead and ·. 
_ · f>Yine in the administration ofthe Lord's Supper. . . 

· :{), The deacons shall alsq -;take no.tice of such mem- _ 
bcrs asrefuse or. neglect to partake'ofthe Lord's Sup" 

. ljJerrand endeavor to learn th<,'!_ cause, that the same 
:maJ be laii:l'before _the chur<;.hin. .. cqnference ifnecessary. · 
. 7. Some suitable member shall'!b.e. appointed clerk. - . 

anrl it shall be his duty to .P~rform all the recording and .. 
other\\.Z.iting pertaining tcrthe:qusiness of. a church; . · 
and to preserve a file' of the minutes ofthis association . 
' :8 .•. When a new clerk is qppointed all the books, min- -
ntes, etc., belonging to the cll!rk shall be immediately . 
,deJivered- to him by his succes.sor. . . . .. ·. · _ 
· ... 9. · When a church det!ms it:necessary a committee of: ' 
:not less t.hqn three male members,, w_ell acquainted with 

· "ihe business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
'19 give-adviceto brethren ~ylw apply to:them· relative· 

: "ip eases of dealing, etc., with the church.:. : ·.· . . .. _. · 
•· 10. Each 'church shall hold a two days' Pwnthly' 

_ ·. :rileeting,·emLracingSaturday and Lord's Dayfollm,ving, 
' . i11e first of which shall be the regular time ofconference. 
· .. · ·.11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and 

· :female, tp attend each confe:-ence meeting,_ if they· can; 
· · ·• .for on that daythe pastor is expeCted to instruct the · 

eburch ina special manner by giving· plain and pointed · · 
·. J~ssons·on doctrine; discipline anil_ the ·rules. of holy 
~ . . 

... .llf\'lllg. . . . • . . 

. ·12. Any mal~ _tn(_!mber·\vh<r·shall fail to attend three 
· linccessive coriferences:·'ahd:an:{m'embcrwhosoeverthat. 
Eay;be generally remiss in'attending the meetings of 
n church according to the Covenant (article 10),. shall 

.. be cited·to.appear in conference anllanswer for his neg- · 
· ]ect; bnt a church may exempt.m~mbers from this rule· 

'f . . 
~. necessary; · . . . . .. , · .-~. :. ·. . . . . · 

13 .. Conferences, after prayer or djvine services, shall . 
be' opened and conducted as follows: L · InvitingYisit-

. ing brethren to seats. 2. Opening the door . of ·the 
· «:hnrchJor the reception of members .. · ·3.- · Calling for. 
ibe:reading ofthe minutes .of the. Jast. conf~rence~ ·4 .. · 
·CaJlingfor absentees .. 5 .. For acknowledgments; 6. ·. 
:For references on deferred business ... 7. For new. mat­
ters of dealing which me to come before the body; 8. 
For miscellaneous business. · ' · · 

' ' • < _ ••• 

• ,. . . . . ,-.:. . ' ... ,, 
"' ' .· . . .. . . . . . • • ' .. ' ' . . . ' ' . ' ' -

. . . . . . . 

. . 

- ' .. 
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:. '. 14 ... vl.siting'brethreri and also helps called in. from 
sister churches, shall be allowed to speak and make or 
second motions, but shall not be allowed to vote. · · 
. ·15. Any· orderly member of the Baptist church which 
does not hold this churc_h in fellowshipj maybereceived 
into achuich without a letter \vhen ids made appear­
ent that his Christian character is unimpeachable, and 

.that·h'e has app!ied for a' letter and could not obtain it 
because he desired to join' this or soi?te: sister church;· 
All other persons mu~tjoin by' letter or baptism.· •. · 
. 16. No membershall'be.received \Yithoutthe unani­

. mous consent of the men1bers present; but unreasonable 
. objections shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn by 
the member who makes•thei:n, 'Such· member ~liall be 
liable to be taken under dealing by the church. · · ··•· · ·· : ' . 
. 17. When the·Moderator calls for absentees the clerk 
shall inform the church what me'mbers .·have ·been. ab- · 
sent for three successive conferences, and the moderator: 
shall appoint some brother or brethren to see eac~ of 
them to the next conference. . · · ·. · :. .. : · ·· . · · · ··• .·· · · 

18: ·.·No member shall be·expelled unlesshc. has been­
cited yerbally or in writing to attend his trial; pro~; 
vided his residence be kn'o\vn to the church: .. :. : '- ·.· .. 

·· 19.--Whenawitness,.notamemberofthe•church:iS: · 
introduced, he shall notbeexamined untilthisquestion. 
has .been put to the chifrch: "Will you hear the '·testi" . ··r·<:Jr· h"" ···•t ?tl. . . . ·· morty·:u ·t ·-t.S.·--\V'J ·nes~ .. .. _:"..~~,·.-:<I;..-~.._.;_·-:; . .;·_-~_-:- :~>.,\·_:·· -. __ :: __ :<:·-:_~ >·_·: 

, r. 20;. :~Th¢. ey,id~nce tttr ey(!_t,Y.'; c.a~~ of · d~aling and .· a c-
. knowledgment shall be mtriuted m the cnurch hook .. : 

21.· Members dismissed _from. the church· by<letter 
·who become disorderly or continue, to hold their letters. 
·without a good rea!;fon shall be cited to ·conference· to. 
answer for their misconduct.·. .· · · .. · ·· · . · .· · . · ; ·· · . · 

22. Expelled members may be restored to fello\vship 
on their petition, iftheir\v·aJk since expulsio:1 has · con­
vinc~d the church that they have sincerely repented •of 
their former evil conduct. . 
· 2:J. · A vote shall not be taken on any question unless 
it has been moved and seconded, and. upon. all impor­
tant questions must be taken by rising to the feet. ·. . 

24. No other motion shall be entertained· while :a 
. ques_tion with a move and second ishefore conference.'.·· 

25. It shall be considered disorderly for any member 
to absent himself from conference when an important 

• 

• 

• 
' 

' 

• 

' ' 
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" " 

question is to be decided; l:iqt a membefupo1i his own .· 
request may be exempt by' the church from voting on ' " 

. either.side in· 'pec:qliar cases; · . ' .· · · . · · · · 
· ,· 26. No member shall leave the house during confer­
ence without sufficient cause; nor engage in conversa­
tion orwhisper, without being subject to a call .to or-

. derby the Moderator. • . 
· · 27. All discussions in conference must be conduch:d 
with calmness and good· feeling. Those. who speak 
must arise to their feet and address the Moderator, and 
keep to the point in debate._. ;~- ·· .. · · . · · · .· . 
. . 28. No otic shall speak more than three times on the 
same· question without permission·from the Modt:!rator, 

· .. nor the remarks of any one be unreasonably long.. · 
29. When the Moderator speaks in debate he must 

nominate sonie one to act in his stead as Moderat.:.r. . 
3~.· :No one shall ~e intenu.12ted while speaking, un­

less 1t be.necessary to call the speaker to order. . :. .· : 
· 3l. It shall be the rule ofthe church to attend to'. 
the administration of the Lord's Supper· at least ·four 
times a year, the expenses of which are to be paid by ' 
the church: . . . . · ,. , .. · . · . . 

32. Members notm good standmg. shall not com-· 
mune, but the administration shall not be deterred ·on 
account of any ordinary matter of dealing.· · . 

· . · ··, · 33. ·· Feet-washing mai,be:attenqe_d t<;>AsJP,e church 
' . -- ' ,• ,- •• -~~ ~- •-J.,~~.;..,O. ., ,,, •• ~-. ~ ...... · . .t· •. ' ' 

· ·~'""······; ·:may•·see•proper: ... · ·· · ·. · · . ·. 
·. 34. Public fasting, humiliation, and prayer shall be 

., 

observed on proper occasions. .. ·· . . , 
'. ~· 35." This Decorum may be_altered or amended ,by a 
vote of two-thirds ofthe members present at any two· 
successive monthly conferen~es. · 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. I 
0 

0 

' . 

1. OF Gon.~\Yc.belieyc that there is one, and only one, living and 
true God, infinite in all His,attributcs, the Creator, Preserver and 
Governor of.the universe, ren~aled to us in the Scriptures as_ the 
Father, Son and H•Jly Ghost.-Tim. 1:17; Isuiah45:22; St.J ohn17:2; 
St. ] ohn 1:2-3. · 

' . 2. THE HoLY ScmrTUREs.-Wc believe the Scriptures uf the Old 
. ' ' f ' . • . 

nnd New Tc-;taments \Yct·e gi vc11 by the inspiration of God, and are 
binding on all as our infallable rule of faith and practice.~ II Tim~ 
3:16; Romans 15:4 and 4:23-44; Peterl :21. . 

3 .. OF Cm~rsT.~We believ~ He is God manifest in the flesh; being 
in His divine nature the true God, in human nature the true 0 man, 
uniting in person of the :\Iessiah and the :\lediator for the n!demption 
of the world.-'Lnke 2:4,12 inclusive; :\Iatt. 1:18-21. 

0 

• 

0 

4. OF TnE HoLY SPIR!T.~Wcobelieve that h"' is the third person in 
the Holy Trinity and possesses all pcrs~nal divine 'attributes, being 

e ' · · ;..) t_ . , _ · • 

the Reprover, Comforter and Sauctifier.~St. John 14:25; 15:26 and 
16:7-15, inclusive. 

0 

0 • • 

0 

• 

5. · OF SALVATIOx.~That the blessings of salvation are made 
0 

free 
to all by the Gospel; that it ls the immediate d~ty of all to receive. it 
by cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salva. 
tion of any, so long as the Spirit continues to strive with them,· but 
their own voluntary refusal to submit to the. Lord Jesus Christ.-

, ' - ' ' i • 

Romans 1:16; Phil. 2:12; Heb.'2:3;" · · . · · , 
6 .. THE FALL OF MAN.~ We believe that man was created sinless, 

- - . - ' ' . . 
but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. All 
his posterity inherited this fallen nah.1re, and qll wi1o'~ome to ye~rs 
-of accountability will sin and <pme short of the glory ofGod, except 
that they receive s"lvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.~Gen. 3:6, 
1:26, 5:1 and 9:6; Cor. 11:7; Rot!J. 3:28; l\1ark'16:16; Acts 10:43. 

7. TuE AToNEMENT.~ We belie.;,.c that Christ in His greatcomp;s. 
sian offered Himself as a sacrifice iii our stead; therefore God desires 
the salvation of all, and the Gospel invites all, and whosoever will 
may come and partake of the word oflifc frecly.~1 Cor. 1:7; Eph. 
5:2; Heb. 2:9-26; Rom. 5:15; Rev. 22:17. 

8. OF ELECTIONo~Wc believe that God has not fixed the future 
. state of man byoany unconstitutio'nal decree delivered from the be­

ginning, except to save all who comply with the. terms of salvation. 
-John 8:31; Luke 11:28; Acts 10:35; Deut. 11:20-27-28. 

9. 0~ PERSEVERA)\CE ~We bdicve that none will be finally saved 
hut those who through grace persevere in holiness to the cnd.~J ohn 
8:31; Tim. 1:19; Peter 2:21-22. 

' . 
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- 10. ·GosPEL 0RDINANCEs.-We believethat-baptism orthe:burialof 
believers in water and the Lord.'~SJpper and wa~hing of the Saints' 
feet are ordinances to be perpetuate-a under the''G'ospH of' univ'ersal 
salvation, and to be observed by- all- true. believers. Reference for 
baptism,J ohu 3:5; Rom. 6:4. Reference for the Lor4's Supper, l\latt. 
26:26-27-28. Reference for washing the saints' feet, John 13:5~17, 
inclusive. ' 
-·11.- TnE LoRn's SUPPER.-We believe that the Lord's Supper was. 

' - . ' . . - ' ' 

-

~nstituted by our Savior as a. _commemorative ordinance; that the - -
bread and wine represent His body and blood: that it was instituted · 

' . ' ' -~· ~ . .. -

for Christians ·and that all Christian:~. should unite in p~rforming the 
sacred seryice, regardless of name,_ .d.enomination or distinction.~ 

Gal. _6:4; Matt. 7:10; Rom. 4:3 4. .,', -_ __ ·-
12. OF THE RESURRECTION.-We believe in the resurrection of the 

- ·.. . ' . - . ..,., . . . . ' ' 

dead and a. generaljudg~ent; and when the resurrection takes place-
the soul and body will reunite and form an immortal being; that the · · 
righteous will be,received into ever1iJ.s\ing happiness, and the \vicked 
will be driven into_everlasting darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of~eeth.-John 5:29; Acts 24:15; !sa. 17; H'!b. 9:27. -

. - . I ' . , 
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CIRCULAB. LETTER. 
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' _, ' ' ' I ' . ' ' ' . - -

vVELL-DOING. ' 
. . • - -,..... ' -- ' 

· ''Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season we sha!I'reaJF 
if we faint not."-Gal. 6: 9. . · . · • 

. ' ' ' ' ' - . :' ,- ' . ' - ' ' - ' -

·· · There is scarcely a positi6ii in,Iite \vherc we cannotb~ 
of help to .our fellow-man, ifw'ewill only exert ourselves. 
There are none so miserable; ~.o fallen b -\vretchedness. 
.but what are deserving ofh~ip. ·. Their course of action· · 
may have been such that \Ve find muchtocondemn;but 

. . they are humanbeings, they are ourbrethren, they are · 
possessed of animtr.ortal sou~, and we are, none of w .. "•. 
so free from wrong doing that we are not bound to be.:; 
stow on them what succes;; we can. · · , .·· 

• 

• 

How much we admire tho'se men and women whose · 
object in life seems to do good .. They move throng~ 
life as a band of music moves down the street; flinging· .. 

' out pleasures on either. side through the air to every 
one far and near that can listen. Some men. fill the air 

. with. their presence and sw~etness as orchards in August 
days fillthe air witl;J. perfume of ripe fruit. Some women 
ding to their own houses like the honeysuckle over the 
door, yet-like it, sweeten all the region with the subtile 
fragrance of'their goodness. There are tr~es of ,rigltt- _ 
_ eousness which are ever dropping precious fruiJ. around 
them. · There are lives that shine.· like· star beams, or 

·.:charm the heartlike songs sang upon holy days. How 
· great a blessing it is to hold the royal gifts of the soul, 
. so that they shall be music to some _and fragrance tGo 

others and life to all; it would be no unworthy object 
to live.for, to make the power which we have witl1in 
. us the breath of other men's joys, .to scatter sunshine 
where only clouds aud shadaws reign, to fill the atmos­
phere where earth's weary toilers must stand with a. 
brightness which they cannot create for themselves, but 
which they long for, enjoy and appreciate. Every one 
has frequent opportunities of.r~udering assistance, soft- ' .. 
ening the envious, quieting the angry, speaking a good'. 
word for them deserving 1t; to be full of goodness, full 
of cheerfulness, full of sympath v, full of hope, causes a 
man to carry bles!!ings of which he is himself as uncon.: 
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-

cSciousas a lamp is . of it:s own shining. Such a one 
moves on human life as sta.-s move on dark se::.s to. be­
wildered. mariners, as· the su.n wheels in his cou rsc bring- ' 
ing all the seasqns with him. Nothing is more odious ·. · 
.than that selfishness whiclnvraps a man up in himself 
,and his own concerns, and prevents his being moved 
1Jy the joys or the. sorrows of others. Let us then cher­
ish sympath:r by attention and exercise; it mayimpro'!e 
every man. It is by sympathy that we enter into·. the 
concerns of others. that ,,,;,e., are mcived ·as ·they are 
moved and are never suffered tobe indifferent spectators 
'of almost anything which men can do or.· suffer. Sym- · 
pathy tiwy be considet'ed as a sort of substitution, by 
'which we m·c put iti to the place of another man, and 
·affected in many respects as he. is affected. Sympathy 
mal<es us speak the kin~l word.· It is the pleasant word; 
the kind word, that helps; and the iumiwho has these 
at his wmmand is sure to be a helper to others in·. the 
highway of lite, along which so many are travelers. A 
tear dropp.:d in the silence of a sick chamber often rings 
i.n heaven with a sound which belongs not to ·earthly 
trut'npets or bells .... · · -'' : . · .. . . .· ·. 

. Why is it that so many people keep all their pleasant 
thoughts and kind \Vords about others . bottled and 
sealed until death appears op. the scene? , Then they are 
i.ndeed free to express them, lmt the object ofthem hear 

· them noL Many a person goes through life with 
scarcely a bright, ch.eerftil,.enc~ur!lging, hopeful . word . 
Though they may gtve out thetr hte freely for others, 
they may not be brilliant. or great, but they' are faith­
fuL They may have many to discotlrage them. Peo-

. pie m::,y believe they ~ire good,_ but no . one takes the 
trouble to say a kind word or a pleasant, thing, . but· 
when they come to die the.r~·are many tongues to speak 
their praise. Many mention t!teir self-denying life, of 
their humility, pureness of heart. Enough kind things 
are said over their.coffins, or around their graves, to 
have blessed them and made them. happy' during all . 
their weary journey through lite; buttheir ears are now 
dosed, and they cannot hear a word that is. spoken, 
their hearts are stilled and cannot · be thrilled. with 
grateful sounds:. Love blossoms out too late:~ Kind-
11ess comes when the life cannqt:. receive its .·blessings. 
'ThoUSaJldS oftnen'bre·athe, move·and live, pass off ;the 

' . 
' . 
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stage of action, and are heard of no more. Thev did 
not partake of good in the \vorld, and none \vere-bless­
ed by ·them, none could point to theni as the means of 

· their redemptioir, not a line they ~vrote,: not · a word 
they spoke could be recalled,·· and .. so . they perished. 
Their light went out into darkness, and they '\vere not 
remembered any morethanim,ects ofyesterday.· 

1 Now let us learn a lesson from this. Live for . some-
thing, do good and leave behind you a monument. of 
-virtue that the storm of.time ca11 neverdestroy. Write 

. your name in kindness, love··a:nd mercy, ori. the hearts 
pf thousands you come in contact with year. by year, 
and you will never. be . forgotten. Your· name,. Jour 
deeds will be legible on the.heart~ you leave behind as 
the stars on the brow of evening. Good deeds wil! 
shine as the stars of he a ''en. · , · · · .·. · .. · · · · · 
· The whole world calls for-new work and nobleness; 
'\Ve are asked to subdue'mutiny, discord,.· wide.spread 
despair, by manfulness, justice, mercy and wisdom. 'To 
·make some part of God's creation more faithful,' better, 
a more beautiful place in which t6 live; to ;make some 
human heart a little wiser, more manful, happier, more 
blessed .. Oh, it is a great .\vork. He who diffuses the 
most happiness and mitigates the most distre::,s within 
his O\Vn citcle, .is undoubtedly the· best . friend·. of his 
country. ,Since nothing more is necessary than for all 
men to imitate his conduct; to make the greatest part 

• 

.. -of the misery ofthewo'rld cease in a mo'ment, while 
. .then the desire of some is to shine in society, of some to 
· govern, and others to accumulate w·,ealth. Let our , 

great passion alone influence ourbn:!asts; the . passion 
which reason radifies, ·which conscience approves,w hich 
beaven inspires-that of being-and doing good. · .· · . 
·. · We are indeed made to be·social · 1:.ebgs. . In'· all the 

· :great joys and conflicts of life we long for the . presence 
· ar.d sympathy oifriends ... It is a ki:-.dness to listen to. 
story of joys or sorrows of others; and to show that 
we rejoice or suffer with them.· ·Such a· course multi~ 

. plies joy; but divides sorrow. The mother·.whose child 
has been taken away by death; often fe~ls that no sor:. 
row-can be like hers, and for y_ears she will tell the· tale 
of her affliction to all who will hear, to keep the ·heart 
from breaking with that pent.up grief .. · In such cases 
both the joyful and .the afflicted would feel it to be more 

' ' ' . . - . . 
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. . . ' . . . . . 
than human nature could be.ar,not t.o-have some· one 
.to whom the heart could pour forth tts ecstacy of emo; . ' . ' - - ' . . ' 
t10n. . . . . , . . . ·. · 

There is no.feelingm'ore~niversaliil thl' huinanheart. 
than thatofloveliness. At the outset of life every -face 

. glo\\~S, every heart has its high hopes, and no one thinks 
muc~ ofth~ ~f1Sufficiencyof .. ' the. things of ttme. ·But 

:when the middlt! hour oflife draws on, not more i;han 
. one-third ofthe faces are "still bright-two-thirds are . 
disappoiuted, . and ~lrnqsf,discouraged. When the · 
evening c~mes, not more tlian one 'in, a thousand car~ 
.riesthe light ~till in his eye~nd on .his forehead. The 
nine hundred and ninety-nine have fallen bv the wav. 

' They have tasted th~ · c?ld · :s~l~shness . o~ .the- world: 
Thetr breasts and thetr stdes~have been pterced by the 
jagged. points and the poisop,otis thorns, against which 

·, rudewinds and ~trugling ,\vav~s .have da!"hed .them~ 
\Yhy should 'Ye,not all sweeten, as much as posstble bY. 
lnnduessa_nd syt_npathy, such lives? 'At a touch from 
some pass_mgtlung, a dew' l~dent:d bush at mor.n sh!'lkes 

. o~ tht! \:Vetght of the burd,e~ tt !:eas borne .. · So ofttmes · 
gnef-laden hearts shake off.thetr burden ,vhen touched. 
by some momentary ad: of kindness' that costs its giver 
little or nothing. ·. · ;i · .. · · . . . . . . ·. ·. -
·In the heraldry of heaven, goodness. precedes great~ 
ness. So on earth it is the more powerfuL The ·Jo\vly 
and the hum.ble may frequently domore in their O\Vn 
limited sphere than the gifted, but all .can accomplish 
much if.wewill only do thc)ittle acts of. kindness·. for 
which opportunity is given. He who waits to· ·do· a 
great deal of good at on~e .will never do anything .. Life 
is made up of little things.. It is very rarely that ail 
occasi<;mis offered for _doi9~a gr~at deal. at .once. . . • 
·· True greatness conststs m l?emg great m httle thmgs. 
J'he grea~est works are accOJ?plishedlittle by lit~le ... _So· 
1f ;v~ would do muc.h g-ood m. the ;v<?r.ld we .must be 
wtlhngto do good m httle thmgs,. m httle acts ofbe:.. 
nevol~nce, one after another; speaking a _good_word 
here and setting a good e~ample always. ·.Some men 
·can never find anything good in other men.· They doubt,· 
. they' in~inuate, they scoffat tp,eir prefentioris; _. ;rt is far . 
better to search for the good mstead _·. of , the_ bad; Let 
usbeware of imitating such natures; _th~y. bet'ray·their · 
own hearts by their actions. A carrion. bird. may -im.:. . 
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pose on some is an eagle, but its choice offood betrays. 
it. It is unfortunately true that, if 'we only desire, we , . 

,can find much to. concl<;mn. ·'Everything; in the world i§ ... · 
characterized by imperfection. The· best people have· .• 
many faults. The clearest mind only sees through a 
glass darkly. The purest heart is not ,vithout spot. 
All the intercourse of society,. all the transactions of 
business, all our estimates of hUman conduct and'· mo- . . . -- - . .. . 
tlve, must he based upon the sad assumptiOn that 've 
cannot wholly trust eitherour'selves or our fellow-men~ 

Every heart has its grief, but all men is impulsed · · to · · 
good, and in every character 'tl!ere is something to ad• . · 
mire. Why ·not speak of these good points?. Theworld 

. is dreary 'enough without our searching for the bad. . . 
· Let us notbe weary in well doing. No matter what. -
our position, 've can. find something to do that will 
render the world better and h'rippier for our having liv~ 
eel iti it. We must begin and labor steadily, faithfully; 
hopefully tillthe work is finished, till the journey oflife ' 
is over. All those who workiirthevineyardarehelpers; 
bea-:utifiers .. Th~Father. who patiently ·tal~es·up the· 
bur9,ens ofbfe, smooth~s the; J?\;};ths for the bttle feet. of:. 
those whom God has gtven htm and· sets before them 
a good 'example, is a helper in the vineyard. There 'is 
work and enough for all to do. We . live . it1 · a world • 
which is .full of misery' and ignoranc.e, and the plain 'du­
ty of allts to try and . make the httle corner we can 
influence somewhat less miserable, . and somewhat less 

. ignorant than if was when we entered it: . It is a dread~ 
· ful 'thing for the human hemi: to sink in wretchedness 

_mid despair. . It is worth a life ·time of exertion to res- . 
. cue just one from such a fate. If you can you emilie 
down upon the bed of death and ask, of what avail has· 
been my living? and there comes before you but one in~ 
stance where you have saved a brother from sinking in 
despair, such a recollection will be worth more to you 

· than the possession of houses or l~nds, or gold. But 
how hard it will be to die and not leave the world any 
better for one's life ii1 it. We d.n Uo more 'good by be- , 

.. ing good than in any other way, ·for there is transcend-· 
ent. power in example.· We reform bthers unconsciously 
when we walk uprightly.· In ali'stages ·of life example 
is the gm;erning motive .. By example the ichilcllearns 

. '\vhat is harmless and what is hurtful, what is pleasing 
-· ,, • ·' .- ••• -, ''< 
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and what is not pleasing. He observes. every person's 
. conduct and endeai.:ors ·to act as he .sees others act, es~ 

· 1)ccially those with whom he lives and on whom he. de~ . 
• ' pcnds. ·. The power of example is no less real in youth,. 

·.manhood, and old age. It-takes mankind hv the hand 
· · 1n infancy and leads . them- through . all the ·remaining 

stages oflife. It is the first lawthey know and the on~ 
ly law they keep; so it gently leads them. We are ever 
to remember that life is short, that even if we improve 
all our opportunities we cannot accomplish much. This 
should not discourage us,_ but let us press forward more. 
earnestly-do something vmrth lh·ing for, worth pying 
for. ·Do something to show that you ·have. a mind 
and a heart, and a soul' within· you. That is a good . 
. day in which you make some one happy. It is aston­
ishing to know how littkit takes to. do that. You 
should feel that the day: is \vasted in which you have 
not succeeded in this respect. Let 'us constantly feel' 
that some day we will come to the end of life, and then 
one important question f()r };Out' soul to answer will be, 
What have I done to help others to lift the care that 
t..'Omes like shadows of the ni.ght toweighdownmenand 
women and children all. over · the land? . Happy is he 
who then can answer that he has done what he could. 
Let us ·so live that we ca11 we can all make this ans\\~er> 
. God help us to not weary in well doing, for in due 
SC.O'lSOn we shall reap U cro\\~n of life that fadeth not 
.away. God help every one who reads this· letter to re-
. solYe that.they to'o, can lead others by helping them 
get -into the kingdom of· heaven; for the .Kingdom of · 
God'is not meat and drink; but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. :May God help every one of 

·us. Yours to help, · 
·~ .·' R. L. HUNTER •. 
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CHURCHES, COUXTIES AXD STATES. CLERKS AND THEIR POSTOFFIC<:S. · PASTORS. 

-· . 
• 

• 

::l • -. -----:-·--'-·.:..· --~----- 1---·--------- -- _;_-~ ---:-
Hickory Grove, lackson Co., Fla .. J. W. D. Stephen,, Bascom, Fla ..... R. L. Hunter........ 8 
Ardilla, Houstan Co., Ala ............. J. R Searcy, Dothan, Ala ............. ]. l\L l\1urdock .... . 
·New Pilgrim, Houstan Co., Ala .... IW. G. Odom, ,Colmnbia, Ala .......... G. W. Cherry ....... 3 
Prospect, Houst&n Co., Ala ...... : ... E. B. Green, Dothan. Ala ............... R. L. Hunter........ 5 
Rocky Grove, Jackson Co., Fla.: .. Hetty Baxter, Bascom, Fla .......... .f. M. l\lurdock..... G · 
Spiingfic!d, Iloustan Co., Ala ....... :\!.}~all, Dothan; Ala .... , .... : ... ; ...... 1 ~{,\L, I!un~cr .... ; .. : '3 
Howard sGrovc, Ilou~tan Co., Ala J F. ~apps, Cottonwood, Ala ..... IJ. C .. Eldndgc ..... l 7 
Freewill's Rest, Jackson, Co., Fin·. II. G. Gr.een, Bascom, Fla .............. \V. J. :\Iurdock: .... 7 
New Ilarmonv, Houstan, Co., Ala A. J. Granger, Granger, Ala ...... : ... j: l\1. l\lurdock .... 12 
UnioniSrings, Houstan, Co., Ala. D. V. ~l}ve; Ashford, Ala ............... \V. J. _l\1~n1s.: ........ 5 
Damascus, Houstan Co., Ala ........ H. H .... cNal, Gonion, Ala ............ W: J. 1\hms ........ .. 
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Silver Run, Houstan Co., Ala .. · ... ; .. w; T. Riley, Pansey, AID ............... f. C, Ingram ....... . 
New Life, Houstan Co., Ala .......... W. \V. Knowles,Addressunlmown Unknown .... : ...... .. 
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New Hope, Dale Co., Ala ........... : ... Not rcpreseuteJ ...................... : ....... Unknown ........... ;. 
J'ilchia Po!ld, )ackson Co./ Fla~ ..... Not represented.~~~ .......... ;~ .... ~ .. , ..... Uuknow11 ...... , .. ::··~· -~·,.:.._;=~·..;.,,.;.?,,!.--_.!... ___ ...:...-· ----~~"'~=---·. 
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Hichory Grove ....... $2.00 $2.00 $5.00 $ .15 $58.30 $500.00 $50.00 
Ardilla .~ ................. .60 .40 

. -
' 

. 
New Pilgrim .......... .75 .75 17.66 250.00 15.00 
Prospect .............. :. 1.50 1.50 - •35.00 200.00 25.00 
Rockv Grove .......... 1.00 1.00 27.00 150.00 50.00 
Spritigfield ............. 1.00 1.0() " 

• ' 
Howard's. Grove .... 1.50 1.50 200.00 50 00 
Freewill's Rest ....... 1.00 .50 '100.00 10.00 
New Harmony ....... 1.50 1.00 • 

. 
25.00 ·, Union Springs ........ 1.25 1.00 50.00 

Datnascus .............. .75 .75 . 

Silver Run .............. .50 .50 • 

' Ne\\ .. ·Life ..... ~ .......... .50 -
• 

Ne\v· Hope ......... ." .... . -
Pilchia Pond ...... ; .. ' • • . - -
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