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·New Life Church, Houston .·county, Alabama,· ' 

' ., I .. 

· OCTOBER 5th,·6th - ' 

aml 7tlt, 1911. . . ' 

' ' • 
.. I • 

' ' ' ' - Officers: ·· I ' . ~ . 
• I ' , ' 

-ELD. 'D. L. CHANDLER, MoDERATOR, . ; • . - . : Ashford, Ala. 
J. W. D. STEPHENS, CLARK- • . • - • Bascom, Fla: 
REV. R. L. HUNTER, TREASURER, • • · . .. Columbia, Ala. 
'. - ' ' '. 

• 
.. Executive Committee: ·. . · . 

I . , . 

R. L. Hatcher, Chairman,· • ' 
• 

,' ' 

· .. -Wesley Toler, . • • · • 
W. H. Jenkins, - • . . · -

Bascom, Fla., R. 1 
• . ................... , . 

- . ' 

• 

T: C. Newton, . • I • • • 

W. H. Chandler, .. - -,· . • 
' ' . 

Ashford, Ala. , R. 3 
Dothan,· Ala., R l 
Geneva, Ala , R. · i 

' ' 

• ___ , Hoin~ 1Uissiot'J Boartl: · .•.· ' 
. ..._ ' . ' ' ; . . 

R~ L. Hunter, Chairman, • - Columbia·. Ala, . · 
, J. M: Murdock, . · - ·- - . Ashford, Ala., R <1 
·A. C. Cobb, . · . · - - · Ashford, Ala., R 3 

·. A. L. Granger, · - • · . - · · - · Crosbv, Ala • R 1 · · · 
·.·A. Holland, '·- _· ·-' .. • · i ··.·Bascom, I Ia, R. 1 

-_-:···--._ -- -_ -_. ·.-_· __ -,·_-i __ -~ ... _,_,·_--- ... ~ _·-_ 

Next session meets with Pittman Creek Church, Thursday before 
the second Sunday in October,1912; Locat~d 6 miles· . . 
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MINUTES 

OP TilE 

• 

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 
• 

OF TilE 

STATE LINE fREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
.. 

~ ···-··- ' 
• • ·CONVENED •WITH :. ' · -; .'f> 

' . ·.· ... " ~~ .~ ·,: .. 

New Life Church, Houston Comity, Alahama, 
• • • 

- . - ' ~ . 
·. OCT()BER 5th, Hth anti ·_7th, HH 1. 

'oj. •·'' «'• • ····--> • 

' • 

• . ' . 01Iieers: · • 
. " * ,_ - ' 

ELn. D. L."CHANDLE,R, . .l\IonERATOH, -
J. W c D. STEPHENS, CLEm~,. . - - -

- . 
-

Ashford, Ala. 
Bascom, Fla. 

REV. R. L. HUNTER, TREASUHER; • - Columbia, Ala. 
' . ' 

' ', . 
ExecntiYe Committee: 

R. L. Hatcher, Ch~irimn,· - ·· - Basc-om, Fla., R. 1 · 
· \Vesley _Toler, ·.. - - ... -.. ~ .......... \ .... ~: .. , _ 
W. H. Jenldns, _ - - . - - - ·Ashford, Ala, R..3 
T. c. Ne\vton, · . - - . Dothan, Ala:, R. 1 
W. H. Chandler, - - - - · · Gene'lia, 'Aln.', R 1 

Home ]Iission Board: 
• 

R. L. Hunter, Chairman, -
J . .l\I. Murdock, 
A. C. Cobb, . -
A. L. Granger, 
A. Holland, -

--
-

• 

-
- -
-

-
-

- -

- Columbia, Ala., 
Ashford, Ala., R. 1 
Ashford, Ala., R. a 
Crus by, Ala., R. 1 
Bascom, Fla., R. 1 

-

' . ' 

• 

Next session meets with Pit!i11an Creek Church, Thursday before 
the second Sunday in October, 1912, Located G miles 

South of Thurston, Geneva, Co., Ala. 

AYDEN,. N. C. 
' FREE WILL DAP.TIST Pr:INT, 

1912 
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Order· of . Business . 
• 

• 

' .. ' ' '• ' . ~ 
. -, ' ' . .. : . 

· I. Organization.· . . . · , 
· 2. Calling for letters from the different churches. 
3 .. Electing officers. ·. 

• -:1. ·Inviting visiting brethren to seats with us, 
5. Calling for petitionary letters. · · • 

· 6. Appointing cot}lm~ttecs; · 
7. Calling the roll and reading the decorum. ·. 

• 

S. Calling forcorrespondents from sist7r associations. 
9. Appointing correspondents to sister associations • 

JO. Callir.g for reports of-committees .. , • 
11. Calling for Circuta'r Letter. 

· 12. Calling for treasurer's report. 
13. Calling for miscellaneous business. ' . 
:14. Adjournment. • 
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}UINU'fES • 

• • 

. . I -' 

·The State Line Free Will Baptist Association conven· 
ed in its twenty-~ixth annual. session with New Life 
church,. near Granger, Houston county, ·Alabama, 
"Thursday, OCtober 5th, 1911. 

A short dcvotbnal service was conducted. The in
troductory sermon was preached by Rev. G. W. Cherry 
-text: Isa: G2:1. Rev.J. M. Murdock concluded. 

Adjournment for noon hour. . 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

' 
The body assembled and joined ·the moderator in 

singing "Amazing Grace." Prayer by T. C. Newton. 
The mo~erator .announced the body ready for busi-

ness. Letters were called tor and read bv Bros. A. L .. · · . 
. -

Granger and R. L Hunter, names of churches and mes-
sengers as follows: · . 

Pleasant Home-Z. B. Hagans, D. W. O.wens, W. H. 
Chandler, J. 11. Mozley. 
·. Union Springs-A. L. Jordan, D. V.· Olive, Oscar Hen
derson, J. R. Chandler, Frank Jordan. 

- ' ' . 
Freewill~s Rest-}. T. Braswell, B: D. Braswell, Thos. 

BazzelL · , • 
• 

Hickory Gro\·e-Jesse Pea::ock, R .. B. Robinspn; A. 
Holland, H. G. Green, T. ]: . Simes, L-acy Ditty, C. B. 
Green, J. J. Hatcher,}; W. D. Stephens. 

Rocky Grove-Thos. Evans, Carter Harrison, Ely 
• • 

Evans. W. C. Smith. • 

• • 

. Howard's Grove-G. H. Jordan, Geo. Smith, Walter . ' . 
Capps, Thos. Adams. · . · 

New Harmony-Preston Granger, J. J. Granger, Cas-
sie Whitehead, H. A. Granger. . . 

Springfield-E. Rabon, W. H. H<.tyes, T. G. Chandler. 
· Silver Run-A. Z. Culbreth, E. W. King. 

Spring Hill-John Mercer, J. E. J o•dan, H. ·D. Robin
son, F. M. Robinsop. 
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Pittman Creek-S. J; French, D. W. Retherford. . 
New Life-Z. Grice,}. G~ ·Granger; Travis. Evans, 0. 

'' ' - .. C. Williams. · · , · · 
' . 

New Pilgrim-M. P.Varnum. ' .. ' 

· Shiloh-J.J. Golden, J. W. Golden.· 
Prospect-A. B. Radney, J. S. Conner, W. D. Allen~ 

T. C. Newton. 
. ·New Hope-C. R. G. Kirkland, A . .1\L Kirkland, H. A. · 
Hardy, G. W. Whittle. 

• 

Harican-J. A. Hp.wthorn, J.D. Watson. ·. 
By motion, they were received ·and .adopted, except 

the letter from .Rocky Grove .. Its adoption was defer
eel. Next was the election of officers: Rev. D. L. Chan
dler, re-elected moderator, T. W. D. Stepens re-elected 
clerk. ' · · 

• • 

. . By motion of Bro. A. Holland, . adjourned till 8:30 
Friday morning. . 

• 

. FRIDAY MORNIN.G;.SESSION. . . . . ' . . .. , 
The body \vas called to order'· and the moderator 

read Jas.l:l-23, for a morning's lecoson. Prayer by the 
moderator. · • 
· The moderator ·invited visiting brethren to seats 
with us. · 

' 

· . Called for petitionary letters: One . received from. 
· . Harican l:hurch. . · . · · • 

The body extended the right hand of fellowship to 
her delegates. · · 

On motion, a committee of investigation was ~P
pointed to ascertain the standing of Rocky Grove 
• • 
church, whose letter was not adopted yesterday . 
. . Committee: A. B. Radney, Otis Celler:s, John Gran-
ger, J. M. Murdock, A. Z. Culbreth. . 
. The following committees were appointed: 

Character of Ministers-Z .. B. Hagans, . D. V. Olive, 
C. R; G. Kirkland, A. Holland, Z. B. Culbreth. 

Preaching-}. G. Gninger, Z. Grice,. J. R .. Chandler, 
E. Rabon. . · 

• 
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· Documents,-A. B. Radney, J. G. ·Chandler, H. G. 
Green·. . · 
. Education·-]. G. Harris, R. B. Robinson;. J. T. Bras • 
\Yell, Jesse Peacock, T. C. Ne\vton. · .. 

11issions-R. L. Hunter, A. Holland, J. J. Golden, T. 
. ]. Sims, W. H. Chandler. 

~ominations-J. M. Mozley, D. y.T. Retherford, M.P . 
Varnum, F. ~1. Robinson, 'A. Z. Culbreth. 

Obituaries-E. W. King, Lacy Ditty, ·G. H. Jordan,' 
J. J. Granger, H. D. Robinson. . . 

Suggestions-R. L. Ilunter, J. I. Hatcher, G. M. Har • 
dy, G. W. Cherry, W. H. Hayes. 

• • 

Sunday Schools-D. V. Olive, B. D. Braswell, J. A. . . . 

Hawthorn. 
Temperance-G. W. Cherry, J .. C. Eldridge, J. D. · 

Pearce, A. C. Cobb, C. G. Ray. ' 
Finance-Otis Sellers,].$. Conner and J. J. Hatcher . 

. Adjourned for preac!Jing. Rev. (G. Harris preached 
and Rev. J. C. Eldridge concluded. . 

Dismissed for dinner. · ·. 
The body re-assembled and was called to order by 

the moderator .. Rea·1 d(corum. • 

. The committee to· inve-stigate the standing. of Rocky 
GrOYe church niade the· following· report: We, ·your 
• • 

committee on investigation of Rocky Grove church 
maketbe followirig report: ' . 

• 

We fin~ Rocky Grove church entitlPd. to full fellow
ship with us,\-vith the understanding that they recind . 

. the proceedings of their conference in. which they called 
Rev. T. T. Knight as pastorfo' the ensuing association
a! year. 

. ·. Respectfully submitted, 
· Orrs SELLERS, Ch'm . 

• 
• 

By motion, the report was received and adopted, and 
the delegation seated. • 

· · Called for correspondents from sister associations. 
• • 

Rev. J. C. Eldridge from the· Salem Association and 
' ' . . 
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Rev.J, G. Harris from the Midway Association werere~· 
ceived and welcomed into the body. 

Rev. G.l\L Hardy •vas gi·1cn h.·\vekcime as a member 
of our association. 
· The following pledges made at our last session for 
missions were paid viz: A. Holland, $1.00; J.D. Pearce, 
$1.00; J. A. Givens, $1.00; T. C. Fewton, 50c. Total 
$3.50. Called Roll. ·· 

The following brethren are enrolled as correspondents 
to sister associations: . 

Midway, A. B. Radney; Southeastern, W. J. Mims, J. 
A. Givens; Liberty, G. M. Hardy. 

• 0 • 

Salem-C. G. Ray, T. C. Newton,· J. ~1. Mozley, A. C. 
Cobb. Convenes with Damascus church on Thursdav 

• 

·night befo~~ the first Sunday in October, 1912. 
Martin-D. L. Chandler. 
Called for reports .. Report on character of ministers . . 

read and adopted. · · 
. Report on education •vas read aml adopted. 
By motion, Revs. G. W. Cherry, J. H. Harris and G . 

.M. Hardy were excused for the remainderoftbesession. 
Report on missions was read. After being dis.cussed 

by A. Holland, D. L. Chandler and J. D.· Pearce it was 
adopted. Report on obituaries was read and adopted. 
Report on nominations was read and adopted. Re
port on Sunday schools \Vas read and adopted. Re-

. port on·temperance was read and discussed· by J.D. 
0 

Pearce, A. B. Radney, D.L. Chandler and R. B. Robinson. 

0 

' 

0 

On motion, it was adopted.· • 

0 

Report on Suggestions reac and adopted. Reports 
on Finance wa:r read and adopted. Report· of the 
treasurer was read and adopted. . 

On motion, adjourned till 8: 30 Satuday. morning. 
' 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 

The mod era tor called the body to order and· read · 
Jas. 3: 1.13. Prayer by Rev. J. C. Eldridge. Called for 
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report on divine service. Read and adopted. 
documents read and adopted . 

. . 
. ,· ' 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

• 

Report on 
• 

. By motion, a committee was elected to prepare a dis-: . · 
cipline ofthe faith and practice of the State Line Asso
ciation and report to the bo:Jy at itsnext session. 

The committee is as follows: R. L .. Hunter, chair- · 
man, Jefferson D. Stephens, J. M. Murdock, A. L. Gran
ger, A. C. Cobb, J. I. Hatcher, A.M. Kirklanrl. 

• • 

Distributed minute's of Triennial Conference. 
On motion, we substitute· the \vord "exan;ining" in 

the place of''ordaining" in the report on suggestions. . 
The following named brethren · were elected as the 

Home Mission Board: I<.. L. Hunter, chairman, J. 1I: 
· Mprdock, A. C. Cobb, A. L. Granger, A. Holland. 

The old executive committee was re-elected. Rev. R. 
L. Hunter was re-elected treasurer. I 

The executive committee and Home Mission Board 
both made verbalrep·orts, both had .met :but had but 
very little to report. . . . . 

On motion ofT, C. Newton, pay clerk $10.00 for his 
• servtces. , • 

On motion of A.Holland, the heartfelt t!ianks of the· 
association was tendered New J ,ife church and commu-

• 

nity for their hospitality during our session. 
By motion of A. C. Cobb, the next union meetingv.rill .· 

convene with Hickory Grove church, on Friday before 
the fourth Sunday in July, 1912. Rev. J. l\1. Murdoek 
was appointed to preach the introductory sermon and 
Rev. J. A. Gi•ien_ alternate. 

By motion, adjourned to meet with Pittman Creek:. 
church on Thursday befclrC the second SundayinOcto-
her, 1912. • 

AfteradjournmentH.ev; R. L. Hunter preached the 
closing sermon with.· Rev. J. C. Eldridge concluding. 
after which we took the p<1rting· hand-shake. · Prayer 
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by the moderator. Benediction by Rev. J. C. Eldridge, 
· REv. D. L. CHANDLER, Moderator . 

• 

J. W. D. STEPHENS, Clerk. . . 

. Delegates going by rail will be met at Thurston Sta-
. tion, which is six miles north of Pittnuin Creek church . .. 

COI\IllliTTEE'S REPOit'rS. 
• 

• 

CHARACTER OF rvliNISTERs-\Ve, your committee on 
. character of ministers report all in good standing so 
fat as we can ascertain.· · · 

Z. B. H,\GANS; Chairman .. 
• 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES-We, your eommittec on relig- . 
ious services report as follows: · Omit preaching Friday 
afternoon; Saturday" at eleven o'clock a. m. Bro. A. B. 
Rodney to preach and H .. L. I-I unter to close ... 
. . J. G. GRANGHT, Chmrtnau. 

• 

• 

Docu~IENTs-We, your committee on documentsrec- ·.· 
om mend the adoption of the Free Will Baptist Litera-
tt1re. Respectfully Subf?itted, 

A~ ·B. RODNEY, 
• J. G. CHANDL'ER, Com . 

· H. G:•Gmr. · 
SuGGESTroNs:.:.....we, your committee on suggestions 

beg to submit the following report: We suggest that 
the State Line Association appoint an examining coun
cil, so when any preacher appears for. ordination that 
lie go before this council, be examined and recommend-
Ed to his church by this council before ordained. 2. We 
suggest that each church of this Association send in five 
cents per capita annt!ally for Home Missions. We sug
gest that we, the Statt> Line Association elect a com
mitte to \vrite a discipline of the faith and practice of 
the State Line Association, and that this discipline ap
pear in pamphlet or book form, and that the Associa-

. ·tion pav for the printing of such discipline, and that 
any member of this Association have the. right to pur

. chase a discipline at what they cost the Association. 
We also suggest that this body cease to write and print· 
circular letters. Respectfully submitted, 

R L. HuNTER, Chairman. 
Education-We, your committee on educg,tion suL

::nit the follo·wing repo·rt: We urge upon our associa-
• 

• 
• 
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• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
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. . 
tion first to ~ducate spiritually as well as mentally, and. 
especially do we urge upon our association to educate 
our young men and women. in whom the progress of 
our ~ause depends, for in this depends our future desti
ny and happiness. 

. · J. G. HARRIS, Chairman. 
Missions-We, your committee on missions beg leave 

to submit the following, to wit: ·We feel somewhat en- · 
couraged qver the very small amount of funds sent in 
for mission~ at th.is session, while we realize nothing 
like what we need, anc1 we do recommend and do pray 
that our people wake·up to a sense of our duty in the · 
mission cause; and wt: recommend· ... that the pastor of 
each chui·cb in the association preach one or more mis-
sion sermons on missions each year. . 

Respectfully submitted, 
• . R. L. HUNTER, Chairman. . . .. 

OBITUARIEs-\Ve, your committee on obituaries make 
the followi1~g report, to wit: We find there has been 
fourteen deaths in our Association· as follows: New 
Harmony, John Willis Granger; Hickory Grove, Charlie 
Hatcher; Howards Grove, Ella Murdock, Minnie Adams; 
Springfield, Sister Slade; Sl:iiloh, Ada Bowen; Rockey 
Grove, Eddy Evans; Prospect, J. H. Holly and Mary 
Hayes; Kew Life, Lizzie Gric~; Spring Hill, two <;leaths; 
Pleasant Home, Noah Hagans, and Sumpter· Mixon. 
We ask that their obituaries appea·r in our minutes. 

· Respectfully submitted,. 
' E. W. KING, Chairman. 

Xo1IINATIONs-We, 'the cou:1mittee report: . We nomi
nate Bro. J.D. Soweil to preach the next .introductory 
~ermon and Rev. R. L. Hunter to close. We nominate 

• 

Re\·. G. W. Cherry to write the next circular letter. 
We also nominate Pittman Creek for the next session · 
.ofthisAssociation. ~ 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. ~doSLEY, Chairman. 

SUN:QAY ScnooLs-\Ve ·your committee on Sunday 
schools make the following report: We find only seven 
schools.in the bounds of our association. We urge our 
parents to take more interest•in the Sunr1ay school 
cause, and we urge upon the pastors of each church to 
haye a. Sunday school. We also insist upon each 
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church using the Free Will Baptist literature published 
· at Ayden, ~- C. · · . 

• 

· ·Respectfully submitted, 
. D. V. OLIVE, Chairman . 

TEMPERANCE-We, yo:.1r committee on temperanct. . 
submit the following report: First, that 'it· is inded 
very gratifying to us to report that during this year 
·some very efficient work has been done along the line 
·of temperance; measures regulating and restricting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors places our State in rank 
with those states in \vhich the welfare of the masses is 

·of first consideration. The open a11d . licensed sale of 
· whiskey is for the present a thing of the past. Breth
ren, if we can keep it so with our votes and . prayers, 
let us endeavor to do it, believing. that untold good 
has come upon us through the workings of the pro hi. 
bition measures along with all· this g(JOd \Ve have to 
report. However, it behoo\"es us and ah·o becomes 
our duty to call your attention to the unmistakable 
tempest that threatens us. If we are not prepared for 
it in its intensity it may be that we may lose what we 
have. Sv iny brethren, let:.. fight the liquor traft1c as 
long as 'we live .. We see now an improvement in the 
condition of liquor affairs to \vhat it was 12 months 

• 

ago. We as a denomination doherebypledgeourselves 
to fight it in every form.· · · · 

· . REv. C. G. RAY, Chairman. 
FINANCE-We, your committee on finance make the 

following report: \ve han~ received for associational 
purpo~es $19.50; minutes$18.60, and missions $12.75. 
'Total $50.90. Respectfully submitted, 

OTis SELLERS, Chairri1an. 

Treasurer's. He port. 

Received for minutes - - -
Received for associational purposes, 
Received for missions through Fin. Com. 
Received ~Y collection, - -
Received by pledges but unpaid 

"Total re~eived with pledges, 
Paid out for printing minutes, 
Paid express on minutes, ~ 

• 

• 

- -
- -

- -
- -

• 

$18.00. 
18.18 . 

.35. 
7.05. 

11 ')') . 
I .:...., "- • 

• 
$58.8H. 

S·>o 00 . - - ·- . 
- -

• 
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Paid postage on minutes, - . - • -
. . 
- ') -1 

-· I '• . . 
Paid J. W. D. Stephens, Clerk, - - -
Paid Rev·. J. C. Ingrain for mission work. 
Paid for nOO associationalletters, - -

• 

-
10.00. 
1o~oo: . · 
. 4.00. 

Paid for postage on letters to churches, · - .30. 

Total paid out, 
Balance on band, 

-• • - - · $4!).4G . . • •• 

• - - - - $9.37 .. 
. ' . . .. 

OUDA.Nll~D :lliiNISTEHS. 

Chandler, D. L. 
Cherry, G. W. · 
Cook, W. S. · . 
Givens, J. A.· 
Granger, A. L. 
Hardy, G. M. 
Hatcher, J. I. 
Hunter, R. L. 

Springfield; . ·Ashford, 
Prospect, . Dothan, 

• Unior. Springs, Pansey 
Sprir.gfiield, Webb, .. · .· 

. New Lffc,' . Crosby, 
. New Hope, Ozark, 
Hickory Grove,. Bascom, 

· New Pilgrim,· · Columbia, 
.' Pleasant Home, Ashford, 
. Springfield, · · Webb, · 

· · ·Howard Grove, Ashford, 

Ala. 
" • 

'' 
H 

"· 
• " 

·Fla. 
Ala. 
" 
" 
" 

· Ingrim, J. C. • · 
Mims, W. J. 
Murdock, J. M. 
Pearce, J. D. . . 
Ray. C. G. . . 

~e\v Harmony, Cottonwood, "· 
New Harmony, Co~ton\vood, ·" 

Sowell,J. D .. 
Stephens,]. D. 
Swails, F. M. · 
Thompson, J. E. 
. Whitaker, Joseph 
Whittle, C. ~
Widner, J. A. 

Carter, W. T. 
Cobb, A. C. 

' Kirkland, A.M. 

·Pittman Creek, Black, : · 

. . 

• 

Hickory Grove, Marianna, 
PleasantHome,Hartford, . 
Shiloh Columbia, 
Howards Gr've,Ashford 
New Hope, Sellersville, · 
Springfield, . Webb; 
LICENTIATES. 

• 

Springfield, Ashford,·· 
Howard Grove, Ashford, 
New Hope, Ozark,· . . 
Prospect, 

. 
Dothan, • 

Prospect, Webb, • 

Newton, T. C. 
Radney, A. B. 
Sellers, Otis • Ne\v Harmony, Cottonwood, 

Constitution of State Line Assoeintion. · . 
. - . . ' 

" 
Fla. 
Ala. 
" 

' ' -' ' ' ' ' • 

" 
" 

• 

,., 
•• 
'. ... 

• 

'' 
" 

ARTICLE 1. This association shall· be· composed of 
delegstes seht annually from the. churches upon which 
it is basscd. · . • 

ART. 2. Eacllchurch shall be entitled to two dele-
. . 
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' 

gates forevery twenty-five members and one delegate 
·for the fractional part' of twenty-five.· Providirig,any 
ehurch having less than twenty-five members it shall 
be entitled to two delegtttes. · · . ·. · ' · · 

ART. 3. The delegates fmm each chun:h shall bear a 
letter certifying their election, • to which shall be sub
j_oincid a table stating the number baptized, reeeiv~d by 
C:.:mfcssion offaith, bv Jetter, bv restoration, dismtssed 
bv letter, f'XClurfed or died within the last ass(wiational 
year, amount of all contributions, . the. time of the 
monthly meeting, the membership. ordained and licen~ 
tiate ministers with their post office, and sighned by 
the pasta:- and clerk of the church with their post offil'e . 

ART. 4·. Newly const.ituted, or oth~r churches, desir
ing admission in to tbis union shall petition by. delega
tion arid letter, and. if upon examination found to be 
ort~oclox anrl orderly they shall be received into theasc 
sociation, and such reception ·shall be manifested by 
gwing the right hand of fellowship .. , · . 

ART. 5. It is expected that the churclies composing 
thi's body will send delegates and contribution.~ every 
ses'sion and that no l'hurch withdraw'from the associa
tion \VitbOUt assigning a reason for the intended With-
drawal. · -. . · . · 

' . 

ART. 6. The officers ofthis association shall be a mod-
erator, clerk, treasurer, executive committee and home 
mission board. The executive committee and home 
mission board shall be composed of five men:i bers each. 

ART. 7. The association shall meet annually, accord
ing to adjou.rnment, and shall have power to transact 
all business pertaining to the general good of the body. 
· ART. 8, This constitution may be"altered or amended 

bya majority. oftbe delegates present during any ses-
sion. · · · 

• • 

• 
• • 

l)ecornm of the State I~i•ie Assoeiatiou • . ' ' 

ART: 1. The m ::>derr..tor, clerk, treasurer; executive 
co;nmittee and home mission board shall be. elec;,ted by 

· ballot annuall v. · · · . . . · · · . · 
A In. ~- . The moderator shall preside over th ~· deliber

ations of the associationwhen i:..; session,· preserve or
der and submit motions and other matters. He shall· 
ha\·e the same r'ight to vote as any other member, and, 
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provided thechair is occupied, the" same right ofspeech. 
' :ART. 3 .. Every motion receiving a second shall be sub
mitted .to the bodv unless withdrawn. 

ART; 4 .. Only one person shall he allowed to speak at 
the same time and such speaker shall address the mod
erator, and shall not be interrupted while speaking ex:-. 
-cept by the.moderator and then only when he departs 
from the subject under debate. Provided; however, any 

·brother may address the moderator to.a point of order. 
ART. 5. ·The clerk shall record the proceedings', oft he 

body\,.hen in session and superintend the publication 
ofthe same, and do all other writing pertaining. to .the 
uusiness of the association. He shall also preserve a file 
of the minutes of the association which he shall deliver 
to his successor in office.· . . . . . , 

· · . ·ART. 6. The treasurer shall keep a correct accoitnt of 
~tlHunds received and disbursed by him shov,·ing bal
ance, if any, on hand .. He shall only pay out money on 
.the order of the association or the txecutivecommittee. 

ART .. 7. The executive committee shall have po\verto 
execute the laws and regulations of. the· association, 
when the association is not in session. And . to· make 
rules for their O\vn government, provided such rules are 
not repugnant to the canstitution . or .· de..:orum of the 
association. ' .. · ' . ' . . . . . ,· ; ' . ·. . ' ' ' . . • ... 

ART. 8. It shall be the dutv of the home''mission · 
board to work for church exte-nsion and church preser~ 
vat~on, for which purpos·e they shall draw on the exec'· 
utive committee and various churches for the necessarv 
funds when the assochtion is n:.>t in session. The boar~i 
·may make rules and re.!.;ulations for their own govern
ment that are not conflictiv.e with the· constitutioii or 
decorum of the association. · · · ·· ' ' 
.. ART. H. The association shall be opened and closed 
with pr.::tyer. · ·· . · .. ·• · . . . · . 

ART. 10. The name of the delegates· shall be 'en tolled 
and called as uften as the association maydfenrp_~oper. 

ART. 11. No church nor minister shall be ret:eiv'ed in
to this associ.fttion that refuses to comply with this de
corum or the ordinances which are given us in the Gos-

. pel. . . . - . 
· ART. 12. This decorum mav he altered or amended bv 
a majority of the delegates present during any sessiori. 

. . . . 
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Clmreh Decorum. · . ' ' 

· 1. The churClunay choose a pastor annually at the 
last regular conference in associational year; or, if they 
prefer, it may ehoose a pastor for an indefinitelen~:;th of 

·time to contir;ue.from year to year, so long as they 
may deem it proper to keep up the connection. 
' '2;.•·.W:hen:it becomes necess:::.ry, a pastor may be chos
en at any other time; but if the choice be made at a 

. special conference, the tin:e must. be appointed at a 
monthly meeting of the church. · · · · 

3. The pastor shall be moder:1tor of the· church, but 
when he is absent or does not sit as moderator, being· 
present, some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit 
in his place. · , · · . · · . · · . 

• 

4 . .The past<;>r of each church shall have power to 
form a presbytery and ordain deacons for the church; · 
a!so examine preachers \vho may apply for sul:h; also 
.to examine ordained ministers who m&ke application 
to our order, and iffound sound shall be set apart in 
rank but not reordained. . 

5. There shall be two or more deacons in the church 
whose duty it shall he to superintend the collection and 
disbursment of the contributions made bv the church 
Jm·.the pastor, etc.,. and to distribute th'e bread and 
wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. . · 

· . 6. The deacons shall take notice.of such members as 
. refuse or neglect to partake of i:he Lord's Supper and 
endeavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may be 
laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

7. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and . 
it shall be his duty to do all the recordmg and other 
writing pertaining to the business of the church, and to· 
preserve a file of the minutes of the association. , 

8. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc. 
belonging to the clerk s~all be immediately delivered to 
him by his predecessor. . 

9. When a church deen1s it necessary, a committee of 
not less than three male members well acquainted with 
business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
give advice to brethren who apply to them relative to 
cases of dealing. etc., with the church. . · 

10. Thechurch shall hold a twodaysmeetingmonth
ly, embracing Saturday. and the Lord's day following, 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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. the first of which shall be the regular time of conference. 

• 

11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and 
female, to attend each conference meeting if they can, 
for on that day the pastor is expected to instruct the · 
church iu spiritual manner by giving plain and pointed 
lessons on tioctrine, discipline and the rule of holy 
living. 

12. Any church member \Yho shall fail to attend 
three successive conferences, and any member whatever 
who may be generally remi;::s in atteac;Iing the meetings 
·of the church according the covenant (Article 10), shall 
be cited to· appear in conference and answer for his neg
lect, but the church may exempt members . from this 
rule if necessary. ' 

13. Conference, after prayer or divine services, shall 
be opened and conducted as fellows: 1. Inviting visit· 
ing brethren to seats. 2. Opening the door of the 
church for the reception of members. 3. Callingforthe 
reading of the minutes of the last conference. · 4. Call
ing for absentees. 5. For acknowledgments. 6. For· 
referen:::es or dtfered business. 7. For new matters of. 
dealing which are to come before. the body. , 8. For 
miscellaneous business. · · · ,. 

14. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions 
or seconds, but not allowed to vote. · 

15. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may · 
be received into thechurch without a letter, when it is 
made apparent that his Christian character is unim
peachable, and that he has applied for a. letter and 
could not obtain it because he desired to join this' or . 
some sister church. All other members must. join by 
letter or baptism. .· · · · ·· · · 

16. No member shall be received without the unani
mous consent of the members present, but unreasonable 
Qbjections shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn the 
member who makes them shall be liable to be taken un-
der dealing by the churcl1; . . · 

17. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk 
· · shall inform the church what members have been ab~ 

sent from tliree successive conferences, anrl the modera
tor shall'appoint·sOm{' brother or brethreu to cite each 
of them to the next conference. 
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. · 18. No me·m her. shall be expelled unless he has been 
cited :verbally or in writing, to,attend his trial; provid--
ed his residence he known to the church. · 

19. ·,When a witne,s; not a member ot the church, is 
introduced, heshall not be examined till the question 
hasbeen,put to the church: will you hear the testimo-
ny of this \vitness? . 

20. The evidence in every case _of dealing and ac· 
knowledgment shaH be minuted in the church book. 

21. Members dismissed from thechurch by Jetter who 
·became disorderly, or continue to hold their letters 
:without a good reason, shall be cited to the conference 
to answer for their conduct. 

22. Expe!led members may be restored to fellowship 
on their petition if their \valk since expulsion has con~ 
vinced the church that they have sincerely repented of 
:their former evil contl uct. · 
· 23. A vote shall not be taken upon any question 
-without a-moveand a second, ·and in all important 

·questions the vote shall be taken by rising to the feet. 
24. ·No motion shall be made while a move and sec-

. and is -before tlie conference. : · · ·- , 
· 25.- It'shall be considered disorderly for any member 

· to absent himself from conference when an important 
question is to be decided; but a inember upon his re

. quest, may be exempted from voting on either side in 
-peculiar cases.·_ · · 

26. No member shall leave the ·house d11ring confer
.encr without a sufficient cause nor engage in conversa
tion or whispering without being subject to be c_alled 
·to' order by the moderator. · · 

• 

27. All discussions in conference must be condticted 
with calmriess and good feeling; those Who speak lllUSt · 
rise to their feet and 'address the moderator, and keep -
·to the point in the debate. · _ 
- 28. No one shall speak more than three times on the 
same motion \Vithout permission from the moderator; 
nor shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long. 
· ~9. When the moderator speaks in debate he must 

nominate some brother moderator in his stead. · ·. 
. . 30. No one shall be· interrupted while speaking un-
less it is necessary to call him to .order. · ' 

-
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. 31. It shall be the rule ofthe chur...:h to attend to the 
administration of the Lord's.Supper at least four times 
a year, and the expenses are to bt: paid by the church. 
. 32. · Members not in good standing shall· not com
mune, but the administration shall· not be deferred on 
account of any ordinary matter of dealing. 

H3. · .Feet washing shall be attended. to as the church 
sees proper. . . . 
. 44 .. Public fasting, humiliation ~nd prayer shall be 
observed on proper occasions. · . 

35 .. This decorum way .be amended or altered by the 
voteoftwq thirds of the members p::esrnt. at any two 
successive monthly conferenc•·s. 

• 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
1. OF Gon.-We believe that there is one, and only 

one, 1i dng and trut! God, infinite in all . His attributes, 
·.the Creator Preserver and Governor· of the universe, 

· revealed to us in the Scriptures a':' the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost.-Tim. L: L 7; Isaiah 43:22: St. John 17:2 .. 

· 2. THE HoLY SCRIPTUREs.-We believe the Scriptures 
of the Old and New· Testaments -were given by inspira
tion of God, and an· binding on all as our infallible rule 
of faith and practicf',-Il. Tim. 3:16: Romaris 15:4; 

· and 4:23-44; Peter 1 :2 L. ·· · 
· 3. OF CHRIST.-We believe He is God manifest i:;· 
the flesh; being in his divine nature the true God; in hu
man nature the true man, uniting in person theMes
siah and the mediator for the redemption of the world. 
Luke 2:4 12 inclusive; Matt. 1:18 21.. ·· · 

.·. 4. OF THE HoLY SPIRIT.-: We believe that he is the 
third person in the Holy Trinity and ·possesses. all per-

. sonal divine attributes, being the Reprover, Comforter . 
and Sanctifier.-:-St. John 14:25; ·15:26, and 16:7 15 in-
clusive. . . . . 

6. OF SALVATION.-That the blessings of salvation 
. are made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the imme- · 
diate duty of all to receive it 'by r.ordial and. obedient 
faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of any, 

• 

• 

· so long as the Spirit continues to strive with them, but , 
their own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Je-
sus Christ -Rom. 1: 16; Phil 2:1~; Reb 2:3. · · ·. · · 
: 6. THE FALL OF MAN.-Welieve that man was creat
ed sinless, but by disobedi ·nee fell · into a state ofsin 

• 
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• 
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abtl cohderrlnatioh. · All his· pos'teritt inhef-ited.tbisfall
:en nature, and all who come to years. of aacountability 
will sin and corue.sqort of the gl0r~- pf God except that 
they receive salvation through ·the .11ord jesus Christ.
Gen. 3:6; 1:26; 5:1 and 9:6; Rom; 3:28; Mark 16:.16; 
Acts 10:43 .. ·' · ' ,,, ·· •· .. ·.· 1; 

,; · 7. THE ATONEMENT ......... We believe. that Christ in His 
g•eat compassion offered Himself as a sacrifice in ·our 
stead;' therefore God desires· the· salvation of all, and 
the Gospel invites all, and· whosoever.• wtll may come 
a.hd partake of the .water o£life.-,.L Cor, 1:7; Eph. 5:2; 
•Heb.-.2:·9 26; Rom 5: 15; Rev. 22:17; ·' · • • · .· ' ·' 

8. OF ELECTION.-We.Lelieve th~-tt God has not fixed 
the future state· of wan·b.r any· unl:onstitutional decree 
delivered from the beginning, exc~pt to save all who 
comp1y :with the terms of salvation.-John· 8:3L; Ltike 
.11:28; Acts -10:35; Deut. 11:26.28.· i~ .• , . .: I _!: ,.u) 

.. 9. Qp•PERSEVERENCE- Ne believe;that none will be 
finally saved·hut those who tlirough grace persevere itt 
holiness to the end.--'john' 8:31;: Tini.' 1:19; Peter 2l: 
21•22:··· ' ......... ·:·· ·:·· '( .,;; .. . 
• 10. ·GOSPEL 0RDINANCES:..._We •believe that·:haptism 

<>r the burial ofbelievers -iu water a···d 'the Lord's sup• 
per and washinglof:the saint!s fed,are ordinances to be 
perpetuated under the Gospel if: univ.ersal -Jsa:lvationi 

·and t6 he ob~erved bv dll true believers:. ·-Reference for 
baptism, John 3:5; Ro•n, 6:4: Rdere~ce for· the Lbrd's 
Supper, Matt· ·26:26 28 ··Reference for washing the 
saints' ·fctet,l J ohli '13:5·· t 7 inclusive· • ,. · · 

11. THE LoRn's SuP.PER.-We helieve that the-Lord's 
·Supper was instituted bj our Sa"Viorzas a commemora
tiveordinance,•that the bread and wine represent His 

• body and. blood; that it was instituted for Christians-
1 

• 

and that! all Chr.istians :shquld unite:: in ·perf0rmiog the 
sacred service, regard ess of name, denomination or 
distinctiori)_,_Gal. 6t4;•Matt. 7:10;·Rom. 4!3;,4 .. ,: ' · 
· 12. OF· THE RESURRECTION.•-:W,e believe in the:resur• 
rection ohhe dead and a gtmeraJ.judgment; and when 
the r~surreetion takes place the soul' and body. \vill rel 

. unite and form an: immortal• being, that the ~righteows · 
will be teceived · intn .reverlasting happiness," and• the 
wicked will;be drh'eo'.into eP~erlasting darkness, wht're 
.there will be weeping and· gnashing o! teeth ......... Jbhri. 5: 
R9;ActS:J<4:16;.Isa.'ltZ-;; Heb. 9:2.7.""' ._.. ,u..., c .... 1,; w 
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• · . ; . · ... OBITUARIES •. . . . 
.··!tis with a.sad beart·tpq,t we anuouuce: the death of 
our beloved· brother,. Su:rup.ter: Mbcon,· ·who d¢pal"ted 
_this lif~:Apr~l8t~,J.911 .. I;l:ejoin~d t~~ f. ,W. B.churc_h 
at Pleasant Home m 190S, and devpted. mu~.:h ofh1s 
time to the cause' afChfis~; till HI the, Dinni'potent tpok. 
bilri.h:9me;·wber~ si.ifferings are rip mc)r~; Hewa~ loved 
by everybody.and we feel that be bas gone on rejoicing 
with his loved ·ones· that •had . gone befo~e. : He leaves· 
n: father;·mutber~ one hroWer,t'hree .. sistets anda·l).pst 
of frie#,d~',fo :mo~rn.hisJoss, bitt they ca.g···liy~ ijl go'od 
hopes. of meetingcbim beyond. •, .... . . . ·:·; , . . } 
'· · ... ''··The golden gates•were opened;''·• ••· '. ;· .. ; ... 
. ,.:~; ... · . .- . A gentle VOice Said come•" .. '· ' .. 'dJ•.... ~·:· 

l ' .?.J.. _, f..' . . - ,- , I J . ,I._ . I , . ! ' { . 

;.",: .·:And witt~F~re.w¢lls unspo:J{en~: :· · , .:::·. · 
. .· . .. He calmly.rntered honie .. · · , :; ~- · '· .. · '· 

~ ' .·... · · • < . .. · • ' .· : .· i. Written by; a friend.' 
ll ' .,, • ~ I ' I -!' I ... I l I • -. . \ • . .. I ' i \ 

"·••' , .. ,,, • •• • I'''"'' I '·' "'' . 

·. ·~ .... ·,:.. • .. ~ASTARTHATSHINESINHEAVEN.: .. , .... - i. 

: .. ~it is\vith a ~ad heart that t llrinoiin~e the: death of 
· ... ' ... - . . "·:·. ····· 
our dear and beloved-Rro.,.Noah Hagans,. whodepart-
ed this ·life ~ay 26, 191 L He joined ·the F.' Wi' B. 
~liurch a,tP~e§lSa'J;Jt ,HonH~, i~ .19(18; anq'· 'Iiv~d'a noble 
,Chri~tian life, until God ~a.w fit.tc>.call him. hom~:where 
pain and sorrows are no more-.. !He . was· a kind and 

·loving son, ·anraffectionate brother;· was, kind and gen
~rous to all who knew him. ·He always looked bright 
and happy. and·we feel antl know thaflhe is standing· · 
at the beautiful golden gate beckor-ing some of his dear 
ones. come. .H,s. fuperal! servic.;:s, were conducted :by 
Rev. c~ M. Whittle. He lenvcs a Jatl).!!r, :mother, t,wo 
brothers, .. thrj:e sisters. aud.a host gf. friends to )nourn · 
his lOss~ · - ~- ., 1-1 _· -;:;·· !1'- tf ·: · -,~_: _;· · 

,. .Writtt n qyhis sister, ·· 
, • -. ·- 1 r ·. ~: • · '- , ·. · · , · f i ! : .-- : · , _: i 1 C ~,A/~' I~. 

· . ·'''Ri1; i. ~; HUrlter was born '1833 'find died June 5th, 
-1<9HJi.' He joined the Free ·wm Baptist church of Christ 
in 189(} and lived a i:iev'uteci Chri~tiau'tintil death came 

· and carried his soul to a hom~ noF i:llade with -'hands 
, eternal in the heavens '·We prtly·Go'd's blessHlgs'upon 

his dear family, ·a'nd· may rt,l_1ey •ever follow .. in' :h)~ fo'ot
steps. \\ e request that·thts be put m•the nextwmutes 
of the association. · · 
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8TATISTlCS OF THE ASSOCIATION. • • 

. The State Line Free Will Baptist Association was or
ganized at Howard's Grove church, Nov. 20th, 1886. 

• ' . . 
YEAR. MoDERATOR, CLERK. · CHURCH. No. MEM. 

.. 

' 

1886 ..... :D. L. Chandler ...... Calvin Dykes .......... Howard Grove .. : .. 449 
1887 ...... 0 L Chand!er.: .... Calvin Dykes .......... Beulah .................. 517 
1888 ...... R. M · Gray ........... Calvin Dykes .......... Macedonia ........... 403 
1889 ...... R M. Grav ......... ;·.Calvin Dykes .......... Friendship ............ 516 
J 890, .. , .. R. M Gray .........•. Calv!n Dykes ....... _..Lovewood ............ 443 
1891.. .... R M. Gray ........... Calvm Dykes .......... Prospect ............... 339 
1892 ...... R. M. Gray ........... Calvin Dykes .......... Sil ver Run ............ 444 
1893 ...... D. L Chandler ...... ]. D Stepllens ..... , ... Hickory Grove ..... 450 
1894. ...... R. M. Gray .•..•..... J. D. Stepbens ....... ;.Spritig Hill ........... 422 
1895 ...... D L Chandler ...... ] D Stephens ......... Pittman Creek ..•.. 503 
18!>6 ...... Calvin Dykes ........ ]. D. Stephens ........• Howard Grove ..... 568 
1897.: .... D. L. Chandler ..... J D Stephens ... ; ..... New Hope ............ 653 
1898 ...... D. L. Cbandler ...... J. D. Stephens, ........ Rocky Grove ........ 633 
1899 ...... D. L: Chandler ...... .[: D Stephens ...... : •. Prospect ............... 671 . 
1900 ...... G. W. Cherry ........ ]. D. Stepbens ......... Freewills Rest., .... 803 
190L ..... Calvin Dykes ........ J W. D Stepbens ... Antioch ................ 916 
1902: ..... Calvin Dykes ........ J. W. D. Stephens ... Union Springs ..... ;94 7 · 
1903: ..... ]. D. Stephens ..... ~.], 'N D. Steohert• ... Hickory Grove ..... 827 
1904.; .... ]. D Stephens ... : .. ]. W. D Stephens ... Howard Grove ..... 786 

· 1905 ...... ]. D. Stephens ...... J W. D. Stephens ... New Pilgrim ......... 745 
1906 ...... ] D. Stephens ...... J. W. D 8tephens ... Springfidd .. : ......... 958 · 
1907 ...... R. L Hunter ......... ]. W. D 3tephtns ... Rocky Grove ...... 1099 
1908 ...... ]. D. Stephens ...... J W D Stephens ... Pleasant Home .. ll99 

· 1909 ...... ]. D. Stephens ...... J \V D Stephens ... Freewills Rest ... 1315 
1910 ...... D. L Chandler ..... J. W. D Stephens ... Silver Run ...... , ... 1365 
19ll ...... D L. Chandler ....... J. W. D. Stephens ... New Life ............. 1442 

' 

' . ' . ORDEU. OF BUSINESS • 

• 

1. Organization. · . . 
2. Calling for letters from the different churches. 
3. Electing officers. ' · 
4. Invitin!Z visiting brethren to seats with us. 
5. Calling for petitionary letters. 
6. Appointing committees. 

• 

· 7 .. Calling the roll and reading the decorum. 
8. Calling forcorresJ>onc!ents from sister associations. 
9.· Appointing correspr,ndents to sister associations. · 

10. Calling for repnrts of committees.· · 
. 11. Calling for Circular Letter. 
12 .. Calling for treasurer's report. · • 
13 .. Call!ng for mi!l~·ellane~:ls business. 

; 14 •. Adjournment, .• 

; 
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CHURCHES PASTORS CLERKS AND POST OFFICES 

• 

's Rest... . W. .. L. E. Po , 
Horican ............. . M. Swails....... . L. Durden, Hartford, Ala. ' 
Hickory Grove. W. Cherry ....... W. D.Stephens, Bascom, Fla ........ . 
Howard'!! · . C. Eldridge...... H. Jordan, Cottonwood, Ala ....... . 
Long·· Brancb~.... . ............ Not represented .. ~·······:····--·············:· 

. New Harmony ...... M. Murdock ... A. J. Granger, Cottomv;ood, Ala ...... . 
· New Hope.......... M. Hardy ....... C. R. G. Kirkland, Ozark, Ala. R. (l .. . 

New Life............. M. Murdock ... no. G Granger, Crosby, Ala ........... . 

• 

New Pilgrim...... F. Wiley......... P. Varnum, Columbia, Ala ......... . 
Pittman Creek . D. Sowell ......... G. R. Faulk, Black, Ala. R. F. D. 1 ... ; 
Pleasant Home... . C. Eldridge ...... C. C. Brown, Geneva, Ala. R. F. D. 2 
Prospect ....... : . .-.. L. Hunter....... . S. Conner, Dothan, Ala .................. . 
Rocky Grove...... . T. Knight........ . C. Smith, Bascom, Fla ................ .. 
Shiloh................ Whitaker. F. Jones, Columbia, Ala ................ . 
Silver Run .. ;........ L. Chandler . T,. Riley, Ashford, Ala. R. F. D. 3 
Springfield.......... L. Hunter....... . D. Oliver, Ashford, Ala ................ , .. . 
Spring Hill .......... D. L. O:handler ;. D. Ro binson1 Gordon, Ala ............ . 
Union Springs..... . C. Eldridge ...... W. H. Hopkins, Ashford, Ala ........... ;. 
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