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Minutes 
of the 

'""' . 
Twenty=ninth Annual Session 

of the 

conven ld with 

Union Springs Church 

Houston County, .Aln., October 8, 9 and 10, 19ll! 

OFFICERS: 
ItF.V. G. W. CHERRY, MODERATOH •.•••..•.•• Dothan, Ala. 
REV. J. M. MURDOCK, ASS'T 1lODERA'l'OR, .. AAbford, Al>t. 
J. W. D. STIJ:PHF:NS, CLERK, ........... Bascom, l<'la. 
H. G. GREEN, TREASURER ................... Bascom, Fla. 

Executive Committee: 
R. G. Hatcher, . . . . . ........... Bascom, Florida, H.. 1. 
Wesley Toler. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .Ashford, Alabama. 
W. H. Jenkins, .................... AAbford, Alabama, R. 3. 
Z. B. Hagans, .................... Geoeva, Alabama, H. 2 .. 
.T. D. Oliver,....... . .. .. . .. .. .. .. • .. . Ashfor·d, Alabama. 

Home Mission Board: 
J. G. Chandler,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
J. M. Murdock, ................... Ashford, Alabama, R. 1. 
A. L. Granger·, ................... Cr·osby, Alabama, R. 1. 
A. Hoilanu,... . . . ................. Bascom, I•'lorida, · H,. 1. 
G. W. Cber·r·y, . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . Dothan, Alabama. 

Next Session Meets With 

HICKORY 111 GROV£ 1J1 CHURCH 
Thursday before the Second 

Sunday in October, 1915. 

THREE MILES NORTHEAST OF MALONE,. FLORIDA. 

~Those coming by rail will change car·s at ArJilla for 

\. Malone. They ::.:~~::::::.~::.::.·r:m·:::::.~zcwJ 
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MINUTES . 
• 

The State Linn Fn!e Will Baptist .Association convened 
in itb twenty·ninth annu~l session with Union Springs 
Church, Houston County, Altthama, Thursday, Oct 8 1914 

The In trod uctOI'Y sermon was pt·eacbl'd by Rev G. w. 
Cherry. Text.. 1st Kings 2:2. 

ArJjou rned till 2 p m . for dinnet·. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
• 

Reassembled and was callPd t0 order bv the Moderator • 
read i ug the 15th Psalm. 

Song-, tune: "For th<c• Soul that's Rt~d£!emed." 
Prayer by'Rev. J. C. Ingmm. 
The Moderator· anuoll!JCetl the body n·ady fot• business. 
Invited vi&iting- hretht'Pll to seat:; with us. 
Gtllt!d for lette1·s fl'om the diffet'fnt. ehurches · 
By motion Rev. J I Hltelwt· nud Rev. Joseph Wbitaket· 

reatl tin! lt!lt•: rs 
NAMES OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES AS FOLLOWS: 

Rocky GrovP.-T Z E\·ans 
I1' re1~will 's R8st-M .T M•: rcc•t'. Aaron M itehel. M. A. 

Dyiws, m L. L-nvreuce. B. S. Braswpll, L E Powell 
Spring Hill-R Brunson, Colles J(lrdau, H. D. Robiuson. 
New Lif·~-J. G: Grangnr· .John Finley. 
Silver Run-Lee Johr.son. 
Hielwry GroVt!-R. G- Hatchet·, R. B. R(1binson. A Hol· 

iand. J J. Hatchet·. 
Pleasant, Bome-J. T. Eubanks, N E. Wostor, Loe [Vlixon, 

Z B Ha)!aP~. W. H Uhandlel'. 
Union Sprin~s-0 Z Henuerson, W. A. Hart, S. F. Cook,· 

E G Ht>tHl+~rson, W H. Jr,nldns. W. T H8nderson. R. N. 
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Drinkw;.ttnr. . 
Prospect-W. B 

Ci i ffo rd Clw rry. 
Stephenson. 

Shiloh-.J W Golden. 
· L·mg Branch-D. D. Clwshe r·. 

E. Grice. J. S. Con n(•r, 

New Hope-'-A. M Kirk~and, E B. Kiridand. V. E Kirk
land 

New Harmony-A J Gmng;H. J. J Gmn!.!er, J. T Hall. 
Hrl\vard's Gr·ov<>-J. F Capps, W•:slL'.Y Tolf~t·, G H Ger· 

neg<tn, J. H Walls. Gt!u Smith. Jas. Adams. · 
Springfield-J D Oliver', W. H JohnsGn . .J. G. Oharrdler·. 
Pleas.wt Rid!!!•-.T T. Whitt!i11md. James :\loss 
Magnolia-Geu. Dunlap 
New Pil«rim-R R McGriff ,., 
By mot1on the letter·s were l'L'CPived. 
Call for PetitiOnary L1~o.IP!'S 
'~'he body ti!Pu Plected Moderator· and Clerk 

• 

Rev G. vV Cbut'I'Y was electPd Modorator·, and J w. D 
• • 

Stnphens re e!eeted Clerk . 
The Moderator· ask, d for tho 2nd highest in th1! ballot to 

to made assistant Moderator·, that was duly done by the body, 
which was RP.v J. M. Murdoc~lc ·· 

Callod for Convspondt•nts from sisttH' associations 
On motion called and eorr·Pcted roll 
Commit tee on D"vrne ser·vic;•s anpointl'd as follows: 
J. F. Capps. W. H Jenkins. 0. Z. Henderson, Z. B Ha· 

gans. J. J. GmngPr. 
On motion of A· Holland adjou I'll tili 8 o'cluel( Fi'iday 

• • 
tn 0 I'U Ill" ,... 

Bnnpdrction by trw Motler.~tur·. 
• 

F'RIDAY ~10RNl:r\G. 
. 

The bod v w~t5 called to or·d1!r and tlw Moderator n!ad 1st ., 

ehapter of James . 
PmyPr by R1w. J. I Hatchul'. 
Song by tire choir·, "Are JOU Reaping." 1 

Prayer by Rev D. L Chandler 
Oa motion of R·~v· J. H. Burdeshaw appoint a committee 

to investigate~ thn st:llluing of Pittman Creelr church. · 
The Moderator appointed the following committee: R. G. 

·Hatcher. J. F. Capps. J. D. Olh·er, Wes!P.y Toler, J C. In· 
gram 

\ 

• 
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Called Roll and read Decorum.· 
'rhe following committees were appointed: 
State of churches and character of Minis•~>rs-Wesley 

•rolet·, A. Holland. W. R Jenkins. 
Documents-Z. B Ha.!fans, L E. Pow•~ll, J J. Hatcher, 

Aaron Mitchel, 
Education-Joseph Whitaker. R L Hunter, W. B. Ste· 

phenson, 0. H. P<:'at·y, A. L Gran!!er. < · 
, Home Missions-J I Hatcher, M. J. Mercet·, T Z. 
Evans. Geo. Dunlap. E L Ltwr(•ncB. 

Nomina.tions-J •r lijubanks. J S Conner. R. Brunson, 
Geo ~mith, .Jas. Adams 

Sug~·estions-D L Clnndler, J. D Olh·er. J G G..anger·, 
.JJ.mes Mr>ss 

Sunday Scboolb-W. S. Cook, J. H Burdeshaw, J. D. 
Pearcl~. U. D, Chesher. . 

'l't>m tHrance-C G. Ra~·~ A. M. Ki rkiand, J. C, Ingram, 
J D. Cal a way. 

J;\naneo-R. G. Ha.tchPr. R B. Hobinson. J. J. Granger 
Ohituat·ies-C. G. Ray, R B. Robinson, J. T· Eubanks. 
Reuewed call fo•· conespondt>nt.s from sister associations. 
Tho Mid way and Salem responded 
F'rom Mid way-Rev G 'I'. Wiley and Rev. 0 H. Peary. 
Fro;a ~alem-Rev. J. T Knight and Rev. J. C. Eldridge 
\Vhereu pon they we I"H J'l:'cei ved and given right hand of 

fPllowship . · 
Bv motion, Rev. J. J. Burdeshaw a congregationalist and 

a.uy otrl!'l' orthorclox Bro. that mi!!ht be present be given an 
bonory ~e-tt of welcome 

Appointed eorresponth•nts to sister associations: 
·To Sah~m-J. D Ualaw<ty, J. R Burdeshaw. A. Holland, 

Meets wit.h Cypress Cr·eek. church 3! miles \\est of 8teel 
City . 

Delegates going by t'!lil will be met. at St.EJel City. 
To Mid way-W. H Jf>ukins. J. W. Golden, G. W. Cherry 

0 Z HendP-rson. 
Tl> Southeastern-D. L. Chandler, J M. Murdock, R. L. 

Huntet'. · 
To LibPt·t.{-J. •r. Eubanks, Lee Mixon, 0, C. Hutto. 
To Mat·ton-J, I. Hatcher, J. C. Ingram 

To Chat.tahoochee-W. S. Cook. 
•ro Cboclawhatehee-U. D, Chesher, Jessie Spear·s, Z . 

• 

' ., 
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B. Hagans. 
Adjourned for 11 o'clock services, to meet again at 1:30. 

p. m. 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

The body was called to order by the Moderator. 
Prayer by Bro: BUI·desbaw. 
Reuewed call for correspondents from sister associ

ations. 
· Three respondPd from the South Eastern. Viz: .J. L 

Parker, D. M. Hicks, and Mrs. D. M. Hicks. 
The body extended right hand of fellowship . 

. The committee appointed to investigate the standing of 
Pittman Creek church repot·ted as follows: 

We your committee appointed to investigate the stand
ing of Pittman CrPek church, report to wit: 

We find from the eYidence that Pittman Creek church is 
out of order. · J, C. Ingram. 

The report was received and adopted 
. On motion of W. S Cook withdraw from Pittman creek. 
Report on State of churches and Character of 11inisters 

read and adopted 
Report on Education read and adopted. Discussed by 

J. D. Pearce. · 
Report on Documents read and adopted. . 
Rerort on Missions read and adopted with the amend· 

ment that we ask each male member to send .50 cts, and 
Pacb female member .25 cts. for missions. 

Discussed by A. Holland . .J D. Pearce, D. M. Hicks, J. 
I. Hatcher·, Mt·s D. M Hicks, J. J. Bnrdeshaw, W. S Cook, 
,J. D Calloway. 

Report on Suggeo;,tious t•ead and adopted. 
Discussed by J D. Calloway. · 

• Report on Nominations. Read and adopted 
Repor·t on Finane<> J'Pad and adopted. . 
On motion of M. J. Mercer re.instate the appointment 

of a committee on obituat·ies and have the obituaries pub· 
lished in minutes. 

On motion adjourn till 8:30 Saturday morning. 

SATURDAY MORNING. 

·. The body was called to order by the moderator. Read 

. \ 

,, 

-
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the 17th chapter of John. Praver by Bro. D. M. Hicks. 
Music: Tune "It is Love." • 

·Report on obituaries read and adopted 
Report on Sunday Schools rearl and adopterl 'rhe sub· 

je.ct was interestingly discussed by several. 
Adjourned for preaching. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

The body was called to ord1~r by the moderator. 
Prayer by J W D Stephens. 
'rhe subject of Sunday schools was again ably discussed 

. by Mrs D M. Hicks. · 
Report on temperance read and adopted: Iuteresttugly 

discussed. 
Treasurer's report not.presen t, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
0 

On motion to elect Executive committee, R. G. Hatcher, 
Wesley 'roler, W. H. Jenkins, z. B. Hagans, J.D. Oliver were 
elected. 

On motion to elect Home Mission Board, J. G. Chandler 
. J. M. Murdock, A. L Granger. A. Holland, G W. Cherry 

were elected 
Bro R. G. Hatcher was elected Treasurer, by the body, 

but the Executive committee has elected Bro. H. G. Green. 
as Bro R. G. Hatcher was a member of the executive com·. 
mittee. ..J 

On motion pay clerk $10 00 for his services. 
By motion the heartfelt thanks of the association was 

tendered Union Springs church and community for their 
kind hospitality during our session. 
· On motion of A. Holland take p.1rtiug hand and adjouf'n. 

And will meet with Hickory Grove chu1'ch oo Thursday 
before the second Sunday in October, A. D. 1915. 

Sang "Going Home" and ·'Will. My Mother Know Me 
There", while taking the parting hand. 

Prayer by Rev. J. T. Knight. 
Rev. G. W Cherry, Moderator. 

J W D, Stephens, Cledr. 

• 
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The next Union meeting convenes with Howard's Grove 
church on Frida.yat 9 o'clocl{ before the 2nd 5th l::lunday in 
A. D. 1915. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

DIVINE SERVICES-Weyout· committee report as follows: 
Friday at 11 a. m. Rev. J C Eldridge preach and Rev. 

G. 'I' Wiley close. 
Friday at 7 p m. Rev. J. J. Burdesbaw, preach, Rev. J. 

L. Parker close. 
Saturday at 11 a m. Rev. D. L Chandler to preach. and 

Rev. J. I. Hatcher close (Text fot· this service ,Gen 3: 16.) 
Saturday at 3:30 p m. Rev. J. ~1. Murdock pt·each, and 

Hev G. W. Cherry close. (This service was not held ) 
Respectfully, J. F. Capps, Chairman .. 

DocUMENTS-We your committee. ou Documents urge 
that the Freewill Baptist use all the Freewill Literature in 
our Sunday Schools and use the Christian papers. 

Respectfully submitted 
Z. B. Hagans, Chairman. 

SuGGESTIONS -We yout· committee on Suggestions 
make the following report: We suggest that the church 
Decorum stand as it is. 

We suggest that no church shall license or ordain a man 
to preach the gospel that the church won't support. 

We suggest that the churches of our association com. 
mune quarterly and wash leet at least once a year. 

·We suggest that the churches of our a,ssociation appoint 
a. treasurer and the NlPmbers mutally agreP. to pay into the 
treasurer an amount that they agree upon. 

J. D. Oliver. 
J. G. Granger. 
Jim Moss.· 

EDUCATION-We your committee on Education submit 
the following: 

We are very glad indeed to report and note the interest 
t.aken on ed ucationallines. Our people all over the country 
are very much interested in educating their children, and we 
feel grateful to our county officials for the interest they have 

• . ' 
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' 
taken in the rural schools. We are aware that education 
prepares anyone much better for the mmistry or for any 

.other purpose in life. Brethren lets push this cause. We 
feel it our duty as christians to do all we can to further the 
cause of Education. · 

Respectfully submitted 
W. B. Stephenson. Chairman 

HOME MISSIONS-We your committee beg leave to sub· 
mit the following repot·t to wit: We find that there was no 
home mission funds sent in from our various churches and 
we have a home mission board and they have not done any 
thing in that direction. so we urge that our people be more 
llllergetic in this work. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. I Hatcher, Chairman. 

NOMINATIONS-We, yout• committee on nominations, beg 
leave to submit the following report: We nominate Rockey 
Grove for the next association. We nominate Rev. D. L. 
Chandler to preach the next introductory sermon and J C. 
Ingram to close. 

J. T. Eubanks. Chairman.· 
• 

The meeting place for the next association has been 
·changed to Hickory Grove Church. 

SuNDAY ScHOOLS-We your committee find In the State 
Line Association to wit: 

No. of schools. 11. 
Officers and teachers 60 .. 
Pupils 660. 
Range of time sinc8 ottr last session 3 to 12 months. 
We recommend that the churches take more active part 

in this work and that the pastors urg(~ Sabbath Schools in 
theit· respective charges. . 

W S Cook. Chairman. 

· TE'\iPERANCE-We yout· committee beg leave to make 
the following to wit; We believe that Whisky is one of tho 
most destructive evils that we have and urge. that out· 
preachers do every thing that they can to dt·ive it. out from 
among us a,ud if any member, so forget themselves as to 

. . 
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drink Ol' indulge in it in any way he must be dealt with ac·· 
cording to discipline. 

Rev. C. G, Ray. Chairman. 
STATE OF <JHURCHES AND. CHARACTER OF MINISTERS

We your committee beg lea.ve to· submit the following report 
to wit: From the best that we can find our ministers are in 
good standing.· We also find our churches in good condition 
except Pittman CrPelr. · · 

Respectfully submitted, -
Wesley Toler, Chairman. · 

. 
OBITUARIES-We. the committee on Obituaries beg leave 

·to make the folbwing report. We find that t,het·e has been 
·sixteen deaths in otir associati0n in this year. We request 
that each church clerk furnish the clerk of this association 
with the obituaries of the deceased, 

Respectfully submitted 
C. G. Ray. Chairman. 

FINANCE-We your· committee on Finance report to wit: 
We have received, 

For Minutes ... u ................................ · ............ : ...... n ......... $19.25 • 

• 
For Association Purpose ................................ $16 75 
For Missions ............................. u ..... u ............. u ................. $ 1.50 

Total ........................................................................... $37 50 
R G. Hatcher, Chairman 

OBITUARIES-In loving remembrance of our dear loved 
brother, Galven Dylres. one who the death angel called ,from 
us to go with him to a home that is prepared eternal in 
heaven. Bro. Dykes departed this life on the eleventh day 
of Dec. 1913, A. D. He '\vas. sixty· seven years old. Brother 
Dykes lived a devoted christian life, and he was a good 
christian brother and. father, a devoted husband, and was 
loved by all who knew him He bore his long afflictions 
faithfully until death. He was a devoted minister of the 

· Gospel for thirty·fi ve years and was true to God and his ser 
vice until the end. He passed out as a lamb asleep, he died 
i 11 the tri urn phs of a living faith, . . . 

.. ') This was written by a ministering brother that. visited 
him in his a:fflictions and often read the Scriptures and pray. 
ed with him until death. · 

Rev C. G. Ray, Ashford, Ala. 
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Bro. W. F. Thomas depat·ted this life May the 1.3th 1914 
He w~s a member of New Pilgrim church . 

Sister Martha Bowers who was a member at Shiloh, 
departed this life on Nov. 1, 1913, age 52 vears She lived a 
consistant member of thfl Freewill Baptist. church many 
years and we believe is now at rest. 

Sister Mishie Robinson member of Hickory Grove was 
born Oct. 7. 1886 and departed this life May 11, 1914. She 
had been a member with us for several years. She leaves a 
husband, children, friends and .relatives to mourn her de· 
parture. 

. Sister Cleaesther Chumley was born Oct. 11, 1891. She 
joined the church in 1909 and lived a faithful church member 
until death. She died in the triumph of a living faith July 
28, 1914. She was a member with us at Hickory Grove. A 
husband. one child, relatives and friends mourn her de; 
parture. 

1 . 
2 
3 
4. 
5 . 
6. 
7. 
8 . 
9 

10 . 
11. 
12 
1!) . 

o. 

• 

ORDER OF BUSINESS . 

Organize. 
Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 
Call for letters from the different churches. 
Call for Petitionary Letters. 
Elect officers. 
Call for correspondents from sister associations,. 
Appoint committees. 
Call roll and read decorum. 
Appoint correspondents to sister associations. 
Call for report of committees, 
Call for Treasurer's rep:lrt. 
Call for miscellaneous business. 
Adjournment. 
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. ORDAINED MINISTERS. 

Bostic B. W. 
.Braun C. F. 
Burdeshaw J H~ 
Chandler D. L. , 
Cherry G W. 
Cook W S 
Givens J. A. . 
Granger A L, 
Hardy G. M. 
Hatcher J. I. 
Hunter R. L. 
Ingram J. C. 
Murdock J. M. · 
Pearee J. D. · 
Ray G G. 
Sowell J. D 
Stephens J. D 
Swails F. M. 
'rhom pson J. E. 
Tremontana W. W. 
Whiddon J W. 
Whita\{er, Joseph 
Whittle C. M. 
Widner J. A. 

Calloway J. D. 
Carter W. 'r. 
Cobb A C. 
Dunn G. J. 
Kirldand A M. 
Newtun T. C. 
Radney A. B. 
Sellers, Otis A. 

Long BmtJch 
Pittman Creek, 
Prospect, 
Springfield, 
ProspPct, 
Union Springs, 
Springfield, · 
New Life, 
New Hope 
Hickory Grove. 
New Pilgtim, 
Pleasant Home, 
Howard Grove, 
Ne\v Harmony, 
New Harmony 

. Pittman Creek 
Hickory Grove, 
Pleasant Home, 
Shiloh, 
Pittman Creek 
Union Springs 
Howards Grove, 
New Hope, 
Springfield, 

• 

LICENTIA'rES. 

New Harmonv. 
• 

. Springfield, 
Howards Grove, 
Longo Branch, 
New Hope. 
New Pilgrim, 
Prospect, 
Mew Harmon\\ 

" 

Geneva 
Black, 
Cowarts 
Ashford· 
Dothan 
Panse\' • • 
Webb, 
Crosby, 
Ozark, 
Bascom. 

· Columbia, 
Ashford, 
Ashford 
Cottonwood, 
Ashford, 
Black 
Marianna; 
Hartford, 
Columbia, 
Black. 
Gordon. 
Ashford, 
Ozark, 
Webb . 

· Greeuwood 
Ashford, 
Ashford 
Samson, 
Ozark . 
Columbia., 
Webb, 
Cottonwood, 

CONSTITUTION OF STATE LINE ASSOCIATION. 

Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala 
Fla. 
Ala~ 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala 
Ala .. 
Ala . 
Fla. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 

Fht . 
Ala. 
Ala·· 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala, 
Ala. 

Article 1. This Association shall be composed of. dele· 
gates sent annually from the churches upon which it is based, 

' 

Article 2. Each church shall be entitled to two delegates 

• 

• 
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for every twenty five members and one delegate for the 
fractional part of twenty·five. Providing any church hav· . 
ing less than twenty-five members it shall be entitled to two 
delegates. 

Article 3. The delegates from each church shall bear a 
lette'r certifying their election. to which shall be subjoined a 
table stating the number baptized, received by confession of 
faith, by letter. by restoration, dismissed by lettet'. excluded 
or died within the last associational year, amount of all con
tributions, the time of the monthly me~tingo, the membership 
ordained and licentiated ministers with their post office, and 

·signed by the pastor and clerk of the church with their post 
office 

Article 4 Newly constituted, or other churches, desir· 
ing admission into this union shall petition by delegation and 
letter, and if upon examination. found to be orthodox and 
orderly they shall be received into the association, and such 
reception shall be manifested by giving the right hand of 
fellowship. · 

Article 5. It is expected that the churches composing 
this body will send delegates and contributions every session 
and that no chut·ch withdraw from the Association without 
assigning a reason for the iutendad withdrawal. 

Article 6. The officers of this Association shall be a 
moderatO!\ clerk, treasurer, executive coiLmittee and home 
missiom board. The executive committee and home mis· 
sion board shall be com posed of five members each. . 

Artic:e 7 The Assodat!on shall meet annually, accord
ing to adjournment. and shall have power to t.ransact all 
business pertaining to the general good of the body. 

Article 8. This constitution may be altered or amended 
by a. majority of the dnlegates present during any session. 

DECORUM OF THE STATE LINE ASSOOIATION. 

Article 1 'l'he moderatvr, clerk, treasurer, executiva 
committee and home missiou board shall be elected by ballot 
annually. 

A.t•ticle 2. The moderator shall preside over the delib 
orations of ths association when in session, preserve ordel' 
and submit motions and other matters He shall have the 

• 
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same right to vote as any other member. and, proviilPd the 
chair is occupied, the same right of speech. 

Article 3. Every motion receiving a seeond shall be 
submitted to the body unlt:::ss withdrawn. 

Article 4. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at 
the same time and such spealmt· shall address the woderator 
and slmll not bB interrupted whilo speaking except by the 
modnrator and then only when he departs from the subject 
under debate .. Providt•d, however, any brother may add r·Pss 
the moderator to a pc,int of order 

Article 5. The clerk shall rPcorcl the proceedings of the 
bodywhen in session and superintend the publication of the 
same, and do all othHr wtiting p{~rtaining to the business of 
the association,<. He shall also preserve a file ofthu mmutes 
of the association which he shall deliver to his successo t' in 
office. 

Article 6 ·The treasurer shall keep a ·correct account of 
all funds received aud disbursed by him showing balance, if 
any, on hand. He shall only pay out money on the order of 
the Associatbn or the executive committee. 

Article 7 ·The executive committee shall have power· to 
execute the laws and reguiat.ons of the association, \vhen the 
association is not in session .. And· to make rules for· their 
own government, provided such rules are not, repugnant to 
the constitutiO!:! of de~orum of the association. 

Article 8. It shall be tbe duty of the home mission 
hoard to worlr for church extension and church preservat.ion 
for which purpose they slmll draw on the executive.,commit.
tee and various churches for the necessat'J funds when the 
association is not in session The board may m::tlm rules and 
regulations for their own government that are not confli.ct-. 
ive with the constitut,ion Ol' decorum of the association 

Article 9. The a"sociation shall be opened and closed 
with prayer. 

-.' Article 10. The name of the delegates shall be en rolled 
and called as often as the association may deem proper. 

Article 11. No church not· minister shall be receh'ed in
to this association that refuses to comply with this decorum 
OJ' the ordinances which are given us in the Gospel. 

Article 12. This decorum may he altered or amended 

• 
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by a majority of the delegates present during any session. 

CHURCH DECORUM . 

1. The church mav choose a pastot• annually at the 
last regular CJnference in associational year: or, if they pre
fer, it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to 
continue froin yea.r to year, so long as they may deem it pro
per to keep up the connection. 

• 
2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen 

at any other time; but, if the choice be made at a special 
conference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meet·· 
ing of the church 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but. 
when he is ab;;;ontordoes not sit as moderator, being present 
some SUitable brother Shall be appointed to sit in his placP. 

4 The pastor of each church shall have power to form 
a pt·esbytery and ordain deacons for the church; also ex·. 
amine preachers who may apply for such; also to examine 
ordained ministers who make application to our order, and if 
found sound shall be set apart in rank, but not re·ordained. 

5 There shall be two ot· more deacons in the church 
whose duty it shall be to superint~nd the collection and dis· 
bursement of the cont.ributions made by the church for the 
pastot'. etc., and to distribute the bread and wine in the ad
ministration of the Lord's Supper . 

• 

6. The deacons shall take notice of. such mem hers as 
refuse or neglect to partake 0f the Lord's Supper and en
deavot· to ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid be· 
fore the church in conference if necessa.rv . • 

7 Some suitable ILember shall be appointed clerk and 
it shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing 
pertaining tothe business of the church, and to preserve a 
file of the minutes of the association. 

8 When a new clerk is appointed all the books. etc, be
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by 
his predecessot·. · 

9. ·when a church deems it nec~ssary, a committee of 
not less than three male members well acquainted with busi· 
ness, shall be appointed, whose dmy it shall be to give ad· 

• 
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vice to brethren who apply to them relative to cases of deal
ing, etc., with the church. 

10. The church shall hold a t·wo days meeting monthly· 
embracing Saturday and the Lord's Day following the first 
of which shall be the regular time of conference. 

· 11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and fe. 
male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on 
that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church iu a 
spiritual manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doe· 
trine. discipline and the rule of holy living. · · 

12 .. Any church mem hflr who shall fail to attend three 
successive conferences, and any member whatever wbo may 
be generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church 
according to the covenant (At·ticle 10), shall he citied to ap· 
pear in conference and an.-wer for his neglect, but the church · 
may exempt membet·s from this rule if ntcessary. 

13 Conference, after pmyer or devine services, shall 
be opened and conducted as follows: 1. Inviting visiting 
brethren to seats. 2. Opening the dour of the church for 
the reception of members 3. Calling for the reading of 
the minutes of the last conference 4. Calling for absentees. 
5 . For acknowledgments 6. For references oi· deferred 
business. 7 For new matters ofdealing which are to come 
before the body. 8 For miscellaneous business.· · 

14 Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions ot· 
seconds, but not allowed t- 1 vote.· 

15. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may be 
received into the church \Vithout a letter. when it is made 
apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable. and 
tbat he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it be
cause he rlesired to join this or some sister church. All 
other members must join by letter or baptism. 

16 No member shall be received without the unanimous 
consent of the members present, but unreasonable object· 
ions shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn the member 
who makes them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by 
the church. 

17, When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk 
shall inform the church what members have been absent 

• 
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from three successive conferences, and the moderator shall 
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to thfl 
next conference. · 

18. No member shall be expelled unless he has been 
· · citied verbally or in writing to attend his trial; provided his 

residence be known to the church. . . . 

19. When a witness, not a member of the church, is in· 
traduced, he shali not be examined till the question has been 
put to the church. Will you hear the testimony of this wit· 
ne-;s?· 

.. ~ 

2.0 The flvidence in every case of dealing and ac· 
knowledgment shall be minuted in the church book . 

• 

21. Members dismissed from th~ church by letter who 
become disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without 
a good reason, shall be cited tt'li&~·conference to answer for 
their conduct. 

22. Expelled members .may be restored to fellowship 
on their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced 

·the church that they have sincerely repented oftheir former 
e vii conduct. · 

23. A vote shall not be taken upon any question . with· 
out a move and a second, and ·in all important questions the 
vote shall be taken by rising tu the feet. 

24, No motion shall be madl'l while a r.nove and a second· 
is before the conference. 

25. It shall be considered disorderly for any member 
· to absent himself from confet·e-nce when an important 
question ts to be decided; but a memher upon his request 
may be exempted from. voting on either side in ·peculiar 
cases. . 

26. No member shall leave the house during conference 
without a sufficient causP, nor engage in conversation or 
whispering without being subject to bo called to order by 
the moderator. 

27. All discussions in conference must be conducted 
with calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise 
to thdr feet and address the moderator and keep to the 
point in the debate. 

28. No one shall speak more than three times on the 

• 
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same motion without permission from the moderator', nO!' 
shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long 

29 When the moderator speaks in debate he m nst 
nominate some brother modorator in his stead. . 

30 No one shall be interrupted whiln speaking unless 
it. is necessary to call him to order. 

31. It shall be tlw rule of thP church to attend to the 
administration of the Lord's Suppet· at least four timt>s a 
year and the expenses ;u'~ to be paid bv the church, 

32 Members not, in good standing shall not commune~ 
but the administmtion shall not be deferred on acount of any 
ordinary matter of draling. 

33. Feot washing shall be attended to as tbe church 
sees proper. 

34. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob· 
served on proper· occasions 

35. The decorum may be amended or altered hy the 
vote of tWO thirds of the members present at any two SUC· 

cessive monthly conferences. . 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

1 OF Gon -W~' believe that there is one, iwd only otw, 
living and true God, infinite in all His attributes, the Ct·eatot· 
Preserver· and Governor of the universe, reve>tled to ns in 
the Rcriptures asthe Father, Son, and Holy Gh:~st -Tim. 1: 
7; Isaiah 45:22; St .. John 17:2. · · 

2. THE HoLY SCRIPTURES-We believe the Scriptut·es 
of the Old and New 'festaments were given by inspimt.ion of 
God. and are bindin~ on all as out· infallibl<~ rule of faith and 
practice.-II. Tim. 3:16; Romans 16:4 and 4:23·44; Peter 1:21 

3. OF CHRIST-We believe H~ is God manifest in the 
flesh; being in His divine nature the true God. in human na· 
ture the true man, united in person the Messiah and the 
medhttor for the redemption of the world -Luke 2:4·12 in· 
elusive; Matt. 1:18 21. · 

4 OF THE HOLY SPIRIT-We believe that he is the 
third person in the Holy Trinity and posesses all personal di
vine attributes, bPing the Reprover, Comforter and Sancti. 
fier.-St. John 14:25. 15:26 and 16:7·15, inclusive. 

• 
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5 OF SALVATION-That the blessings of salvation are 
made free to all by the Gospel that it is the immediate duty 
of all to receive it by cordial r.nd obedient faith. and that 
nothing prevents the salvation of any, so long as the Spirit 
contint1es to strive with them, but their· own voluntat·y re
fusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ -Rom. 1:16;Phil. 2: 
12; Heb 2:3. 

6. THE FALL OF MAN-We believe that man was creat
ed sinless. but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and 
condemnation. · All his paste ri ty i nhe ri ted this falling na
ture and all who come to years of accountabilit.y will sin and 
come shortof the glory of God exc1)pt that they receive sat. 
vation tht·ough the Lord Jesus Christ.-Gen. 3:6, 1:26, 5:1 
and 9:6; Rom 3:28; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:43. 

7. THE ATONE'\iENT-We believe that Christ in his 
great compassion offered Himself as lt sacrifice in our stead, 
thereforo God desires the salvation of all. and the Gospel in
vites all, and whosoever will may come and partalre of the 
water of life.-1. Cor, 1:7; Epb. 5:2; Heb. 2:9 26; Rom. 5:5; 
Rev. 22:17. · 

8 OF ELECTION-We believe that God has not fixed the 
futuro state of man by any unconstistutional decree delivered 
from the bHginning, except to save all who comply with the 
term,; of salvation.-John 8:31; IJuke 11:28; Acts 10:35; Deut. 
11:26 28 .. 

9. OF PERSEVERENCE-\Ye believe that none will be 
tinally saved but those who through grace persevere in holi- . 

·ness to the end.-John 8:31; 'rim. 1:19; Peter 2:21 !:!2 .. 

10. GOSPEL 0RDINANCES-Wn believe that baptism or 
the burial of believers in water· and the Lord's suppet· and 
washing of the saint's feet are ordimtnces to be perpetuated 
nnder the Gospel.or univet·sal salvation, and to be obset·ved 
by all truP believet·s. Reference for· haptism. John 3:5 and 
Rom. 6:4 Reference for the LDrd's Supper, Matt 26:26 28. 
Reference fot· wasbinl.!' the SClint's feet, John 13:517 inclusiv~1. 

11 THE LORD'S SUPPER-We believe· that the Lord's 
Sup)Jor was instituted by our SH.vior as a commemorative 
ordimtnCP, that the br·ead and wine rHpresents His body and 
blood; that it was instituted for Chri;::tians, and that all 
Christians should unite in performing the sacred service, re-
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gardless of name, denominu.Lion or distinction.-Gal.6:4: 
Matt. 7:10; Rom. 4:3 4. . 

12. OF' THE RESURRECTION-We beleive in the rt!SUr· 
rection of the dead and a general judgment, and whE•n the 
resurrection takes place the sc•ul and ·body will reunite and 
form an immortal being,' t.bat tl~e. righteous will be received 
into everlasting happin-ess and the wicked will be dl'iven into 
PVeria&ting darkness. when~ tht~r~~ will be weeping and 
gnashi11g of ter~tiJ -Johu 5:29; A,ets 14:16; Isa. 17; 'Heb 9:27 

~TATISTICS /F THE ASSOCIATION 

The State Line Fn~6 Will B<1ptist Association was organ
zed at Howard's Gt·ov8 chul'ch, No\'ember 20th, 1886 . 

. . 

YEAR MODERATOR CLERK CHURCH NO. MEM 
• 

· 1886 .. D L Chandle!· .. Calvio Dyh·s .......... I-~owtHd Grove .. 449 
1887 .. D. L Chandler .. Cal vio Dvkes .......... Beulah ..... ; ............. 577 
1888 .. R M Gray .......... Calvin Dykes .......... Macedouia .. :: ...... 403 
1889 .. R. M. Gray ........ ~Calvin D,rll:es .......... Friendship .......... 516 
1890 .. R M. Gray .......... Calvin D.rkes ......... Lovewood .......... ~.· 443 
1891 .. R. M. Gray .......... Calvin Dy.kes .......... Prospect ............... 339 
1892 .. R. M. Gray .......... Ci:l.lvi n Dykes .......... Silver Run .. ; ....... 444 
1893 .. D. L Chaudler ... l D. Stephens ..... Hickory Grove .. 450 
1894 .. R. M. Gray .......... J. D Swphens ..... Spring Hiil .......... 422 
1895 .. D. L Chandler .. J. D. Swphens ..... Pittman Creek .. 503 
189o .. Calvin Dykes ..... J. D. Stepl:ens ..... Howard Gro\'e .. 568. 
1897 .. D. L Chandler .. J. D. Stephens ..... New Hope ............ 653 
1898 .. D. L. Chandlur .. J. D. :Steph.~ns ..... Roeky Grove ..... · 633 
1899 .. D. L Chandler . .J, D. Stephens ..... Prospect ............... 671 
1900 .. G W CherTy ..... .!. D. Stt>plwns ..... Freewill.,; Rest .. 803 
1901 .. Cal\·io Dykes .,_J.W. D Stephens Antioch ................. · 916 
1902 .. Calvin Dylws ..... J W. D. StE-phens Union Springs .. 947 
1903 .. J. D. Stephens .. J W D. Stephens Hickory Grove .. 827 
1904 .. J. D Stephens .. J W. D. Stephens Howard Grove .. 786 
1905 ... J. D. Stepbens .. J W. D. Stephens New Pilgrim ..... 745 
1906 .. J. D Stephens .. J. W D, Stephens Springfield .......... 958 
1907 .. H.. L Huntor·: ...... J.W D ~tephens Rocky Grove ..... 1099 
1908. J D. Stephens .. J. W. D Stephens Pleasant Home .. 1199 . 
1909 .. J. D. Stephen~ .. J.W. D. Stephens Freewills Rest .. 1315 . 
1910 .. D. L. Cbandler· .. J.W. D Stephens Silver Run .......... 1365 
1911 .. D. L. Chandler .. J.W. D. Stephens New Life., .......... 1442 
1912 .. D. L. Chandler .. J.W. D .. Stephens Pittman Creek .. 1477 
1913 .. J. M. Murdock .. J. W. D. Stephens Spring Hill~ ....... .1462 
1914 .. G. W. Cberry ....... J.W. D.·StephensUnion Springs .. 1553 

• 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 1914. 
' Inct·ease Decrea ;:::: ::;: :> ;:::: iJ:l 't: o <1 m 

·by sed by S ~ ~ r:;· ~ ~- g" ~ 5 • 

,.,.. c r ,..,.., r-< 1 '" ,..... c- ~· 0 .::: <P P. .., <1 'tl .::: P. 
~ ~ "' ~ 't :>< t5' ro "' e. S 'tl g. ::_ 3 ro ~.~ SUNDAY SCHOOL 

"0 ::l ,. "' "' Q :0 -:: 1tl .., rn ~ .., ~ 
;:. iP ~ o ~ c ;;. ~ 0 ;:. ;:;;· ~ . tJj g ~ 2.. 3 UJ 8 UPERINTEN DENTS 

' 

CHURCHES. CLERKS and POST OFFICI~S PASTORS 
(L ~ • "'1 • r:IJ CJ'J ...:::;• M ~ (£ 0 t: -., ~ -- <:l 

8 '7l ;.: -· ...... .:: ~ 1-'• "":l == ...... ..:-r 0 o-
-· "' . 0 ' .., 0 ''" ~- - '< ,.. 3 0 :: ...... c . '/J - tf ::::;" tr co -

, = g rn. a'q ~ ~:::.. 
=---~-=~--~ .. ~~~~~r-~~~~~~~~~-------1·~~~~~-~~-I-~~~~~~.---~~~----~~~~~~~~~-------Fl·eewill 's Rest ... J. T. Knight .•. L. E. Po wei I, Bascom, I•' Ia... . . . . . . . . 19 11 2 1 ~5 4 $1 50'$1 50 $50 00 $ 250 00 $100 00 76 M. J . .Men:er .. • • • • • • 
Harican .......... ............... Not Repre~euted.... _....... . ...... . 
Hickol'.Y Grove .• .J. C. Rldridge .J. IN. D. Stephens, BaRcom, [t'la..... 14 2 2 3 
Howard's Grove . .J. C. Eldridge A. P Lin!.'"o, Cottonwood, A Ia.. . 30 1 4 
Long Branch .... G. W. Cheny J. L. Sevmour. ColTeeSprings, Ala .. 1:-i 5 3 1 

4 5 :! 
10 5 

2 
Magnolia ....... .J. C. Ing1·am .. W. E. Smith, Midland City, Ala ....... 
New Harmony ... .J . .M. Murdock A .. T. Granger, Cottonwood, Ala...... 3 1 2 3 1 
New Hope ....... C. M. Whittle C. R. G. Kirkland, Ozark, Al:t.... . . .... 1 1 2 
New Life .......... ]. T. Knight .. A. L. Gran~er, Cr·osby, Ala ......... 11 3 1 3 3 4 . 
New Pilgrim ..... G. T Wiley .. M.P. Varnam. Columbia. Ala.. 3 4 3 1 
Pleasant Home .. T. E. Rose ..... J. W. Jacobs, Geneva, Ala .......... 13 4 2 9 1 
Prospect... .. .1 os. Whitakez· .1. S. Conne1·, Dothan, Ala.. . . .. . .. .. 9 4 2 1 2 
Rocky Grove .... J. M. 1\lmdock W. C. Robinson, Bascom, !<'Ia........ G 2 3 1 4 1 
Shiloh .......... J. L. Parker .. W. G. Odom, Columhi:t, Ala......... 1 1 I 
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