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Minutes

~ of the

Twenty nmth Annual Sessmn
of the

. Stateb@l.memFreewwlIIwBapilstmﬂssmlatmnw

convensd with

Union Springs Churéh

Houston County, Ala., Oclober 8,' % and 10, 1914

OFFICERS
REV. G. W, CHDRRY MODERATOR..... ....'..Dotha,n Ala.
REV. J. M. MURDOLR ASS’T MODERATOR,. Athor'd Ala. B
J. W. D, STEPHENS, CL¥RK, e e '..Bascom, Ma.
H. G. GREEN, TREASURER. ..ccivveeen ceenn.. Bascom, Fla.
1_.\ ~ Executive Committee. - _
s - . G. Hatcher, .... e eeerenens Bascom, Florida, R. 1.
Wesley Toler., ... . ooiiiieieinnns ..Ashford, Alabama.
W. H. Jenkins, .............. eenes Ashford, Alabama, R. 3.
a 4. B.Hagans............. . ' ...._...Genem, Alabama, R. 2..
J. D. Oliver,....... .. e . Ashford, Alabama.
’ ~ Home Mission BOuI‘d | - 8
J. G, Chandler,.... i iiiie i i e e B
J. M. Murdock,.......... A‘-hfotd Alabama, R. 1.
A. L. Granger, ....... .. Cee ceseaes rosby, Alabama, R. 1.
A. Hoiland, ... .. . £t varaeeaaene ancom. Florida, R. 1.
- G. W, Cherry, ... ..o ..Dothan, Alabama.

Next Session Meets With

HICKORY ¢ GROVE. # CHURCH
Thursday before the Second

Sunday in October, 1915.
THREE MILES NORTHEAST OF MALOHE, FLORIDA

%55 Those coming by rail will change cars at Ardilla for
- Malone, They will be met at Malone, Thursday.

- . .
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_ MINUTES.

The State Line Free Will Baptist Association convened
in 1ts twenty-ninth annusl session’ with Uaion Springs
- Church, Houston County, Alabama, Thursday, Oct 8 1914
The Introductory sermon was preached bv Rev G. W

Cherry. Text, 1st Kings 2:2.
Ad]oumed till 2 p. m for dinner.

THURS DAY AR l‘LRNOON

| Reassembled and was called m order by Lhe \/Iodemtm
reading the 15th Psalm.
S(mg, tune: “For the Soul that’s Redeemed.”_
Prayer by Rev..J. C. Ingram. '
The Moderator anvounced the body ready for bu‘sme
Invited visiting brethren to seats with us. -
Called for letters from the different churcnes

"By wotion Rev. J. I Hatcher and Rev. Joseph Whitaker

read the loetters |
NAMES OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES AE) FOLLOWS:

Rocky Grove—T Z IBvans
- Freewill’s Rest—M J. Mearcer. Aa.r*i)'n Mitchel, M. A.
Dykes, Ii. L Lawreuce, B. 5. Braswell, ik E Powell |
Spring Hill—R Brunsoen, Colies J(:ldau,H D. Robmcfm
Nf‘W Life—J. G: Granger John Finley.
Siiver Ron—Lee Johtson.

Hickory Grove—R. (. Hmchei' R. B. Robinson. A Hol-f

lund, J J. Hatcher. |
Pleasant Home—J. T Ballb'!slll\S N E Wo:,tu an ‘\]mm

Z B Havans, W. H Chandler.

Union Springs—0O Z Hewderson, W A. Hart, S. F. Cook,

E G Henderson, W ’H Jenking, W. T Hpnder‘:(m R. N.

e |-..- T
E——
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Drinkwater.
Prospect—W., B Stephm}son E. Grice, J. S. Conner,
Ciifford Cherry. - |
Shiloh—J W Golden.

-Linng Branch—U. D. Chesher
New. Hope—A. M Kirkland, Il B. Kirkland, V. & Klrlc

land
| va-I—Ia,rmtmy—-A J Gra,nger.'l J Granger, J. T Hall
Howard’s Grove—J, F. Capps, Wesley Toler, G H Ger-
negan, J. H Walis, Geo Smith, Jas, Adams. |
Springfield—J D Oliver, W. H Johnsoun. J G. (Jh..mdlez
Pleasant Ridwe~—J T Whitehead. James Moss -
Magnolia—Geo. Dunlap
New Pilgrim—R R McGriff
By motion the letters were received.
Call for Petitionary Leuvers

- The body theu elected Moderator and Clerk.
Rev G. W Cherry was elecied Moduatm.tmd J W D

Stuphen% re elected Clerk .

The Moderator ask.d for tha 2nd mtrheat in the b;.llot to
te made assistant Moderator, Lhat, wa,sdulv dom, Ly the body,
which was Rev J, M. Mu:dm [z,

Called for Corrvespondents from- sister .msoudtlons

On motion called and corrected roll

Committee on Devine services appointed as follows:

J. ¥ Capps, W. H Jenkins, O. Z. Henderson, Z. B Ha-

ans. J. J. Granger,
On motion ut A Holland tzd]()ut.z titi 8 ocl ok Fndav

mor hlI]"'
Bnnedlct:on by the ModeHLm

FRI DAY MORNIN

ThL body was called to order .,md the Modeldtor read 1st |

chapter of James. -
Prayer by Rev. J. I Hatcher. | |
Song by the choir, ““‘Are you Reaping.” 1
vael by Rev D, i Chandler o :
Oa motion of Rev- J, H. Burdeshaw appoint a t,ommlttee
to investigate the standing of Pittman Creek church.
- The Moderator appoin rted the following committee: R, G.
-Hatcher, J. F Capps, J. D. Oliver, Wesley Toler, J C, In-

gram
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Called Roll and read Decorum.
The following committees were ap“omted
 State of churches and character of Mlmsmrs—-Wesley
Toler, A. Holland. W. H Jenkins. .
- Documents—Z. B Haﬂanq L E. Powell, J J. Hatcher,
Aaron Mitchel,
. Eduecation—Joseph Whitaker, R L Hunter, W, B. Ste-
phenson, O. H Pefl.ly,A L Granger. =
R Home Missions—J 1 Hatcher, M. J. Mercer. T Z.
Kvans, Geo. Dunlap. E L Lawrcunce. | S
Nommatmnq—J T Kubanks. J & Conner, R Brunson,
Geo Smith, Jas. Adams
buguustlonb—[) L Chandler, J. D Oliver. J G. Glau"et
James Moss
- Sunday Schools—W. 8. Cook, J. H*Burdeqh'm' J. D.
Pearce, U. D, Chesher, |
l‘wmpamn(,e-—-C G. Ray. A. M. Knkumd J. C, Inﬂ'ra,m
J D. Culaway.
Finance—R. G. Hateher, R B. Robinson, J. J. Gra,nﬂ'ex
Obituaries—C, G. Ray, R B. Robmson,J T Eubank«
Reuewed call for cor reqpondpm.s from smterassoclanmns
The Midway and Salem responded.
From Mldway—Rev G T. Wiley and Rev O I Pea,x
F'ro:n Salem—Rev. J, T Kniu‘hband Rev. J. C. Eldrldoe
Whereupon they were 1eeuv(,d and given right ha.nd “of
fellowship -
By motion, Rev. J. J. Burdeshaw a conw:eﬂatlonahst and -
any otner orthordox Bro. that might be present be ﬂlven an
honory seatv of welcome

Appointed correspondents to sister associations: |
To Salem—J. D Calaway, J. H Burdeshaw, A. Holland
- Meets with prle‘i Creek.church 3% miles west of Steel
- City .
Dele"ate% voing by rail will be met at Ste*el City.
To Mldmm—-—W H Jﬂnl{lnb J. W. Golden, G. W. Cherly
O Z Henderson.
To Southeastern—D. L. Chandler, J M. Murdock R, L
Hanter.
To Liberty—J. T. Eubanks, Lee Mixon, C, C. Hut,to
To Marten—J, 1. Hatcher, J. G, Inuram |
To Chattahoochee—W. S. Cook.
To Choctawhatchee—U. D, Chesher, Jessie Spems, Z.
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B Hagans,
- Adjourned f01 11 o’clock services, to meet again at1:30

P. m.

FRIDAY AF I‘ERNOON

 The body was called toorder by the Moderator.
Prayer by Bro. Burdeshaw.
Reuewed call for cor reSpondents from sister associ-

amons |
Three reSpondtd from the South Eastern. Viz: J. L

Parker, D. M. Hicks, and Mrs. D. M. Hicks.

The body extended right hand of fellowship. )
- . The committee mppomted to investigate the sta.ndmo' of
Pittman Creek church reported as follows:

We your committee appointed (o investigate the %and
ing of Pittman Creek church, report to wit:

We find from the evidence that Pittman Creek church is

ouy of order. : J. C. Ingram.

The Ieport was received and adopted
'On motion of W. S Cook withdraw from Pittman (,reek
- Reporton State of churches and Character of Ministers

_l'ead and adopted

~_Report on Education read and adopted. Discussed by
J. D. Pearce. |
Report on Documents read and adOpted |
" Reyport on Missions read and adopted with the amend-
ment that we ask each male member to send .50 cts, and |

cach female member .25 ¢ts. for missions. | -
Discussed by A. Holland, J D. Pearce, D, M. Hicks, J.

[. Hatcher, Mrs. D. M Hicks, J. J Burdeshaw, W. S book

4. D Callowciy
- Reporton Suggestions read and adOpted | - |
Discussed byJ D. Calloway. | |
Report on Nominations. Read and adopted - : o
Repm t on Finance read and adopted. |
On motion of M. J. Mercer re-instate the appomtmenb
of a committee on obituaries and have the obituaries pub-

lished in minutes. f
On motion adjourn till 8:30 Saturday morning.

SATURDAY MORNING.
. The body was called to order by the moderator. Read
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“the 17th chapterof John. Praver by Bro. D M. chks |
Music: Tune, “Itis Love.”
‘Reporton obituaries read and a.dopted |
Report on Sunday Schools read and adopted  The sub-
ject was interestingly discussed by several., |
Adjourned for preaching. |

'SATURDAY AFTERNOON

- The body was called to order by the modemtor
Prayer by J W D Stephens.
The subject of Sunday schools WA S awaan ably dlscussed

by Mrs. D M Hiclks. _.
Report on temperance read and adopted _Interest,mgly

discussed.
- Treasurer’s report not present

| MISOELLANEOUE:

On motion to elect Executive commlbtee R G. H@Lchér
Wesley Toler, W, H. Jenkms Z B. H.wa,ns.J D 011ve1 were

elected.
On motion to elect Home Mission Board, J. G. Chandler

. J. M. Murdock, A. L, Granger. A. Holland, G. W. (Jherly

were elected
Bro R. G. Hatcher was elected Treasurer, by the body,

but the Executive committee has elected Bro. H. G. Green,
“as Bro R. G. Ha,tcher was a member of the executive com-‘

mittee. -

On motion pay clerls $10 00 for his set'xrlces.

By motion the heartfelt thanks of the association was
tendered Union Spnnfrs church and oommumby for bhelr
kind hospitality during our session. .
~ On motion of A. Holland take pamtmu‘ hand and adjourn.
And will meet with Hickory Grove church oo Thursday
before the second Sunday in October, A. D. 1915. E

- Sang “Going Home” and *“Will. My Mother Know Me
There”, while taking the parting hand. |
Prayer by Rev. J, T. Knight. S |
Rev. G. W Cherrj, Moderator

- J W D, Stephens, Clerk.
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The next Union meetling convenes with Howard's Grove
church on Friday at9 o’clock before the 2nd 5t11 bundfm) in

A. D. 1910

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

DIVINE SERVICES—We your committee report as follows:
- Fridayat1lla. m. Rev. J C Eldrtdtre pleach and Rev.
G. T Wiley close.
E'riday at 7 p m. Rev. J J. Butdesha,u pledbh Rev J.
L. Parker clogse.
 Saturday at 11 a m. Rev. D. L Chandler to prea.ch and
Rev. J. I. Hatchor close (Text for this service ,Gen 3: 16.)
Saturday at-3:30 p m. Rev. .J. M. Murdock preach, and -
Rev. G. W. Cherry close. (This service was not held )
Respectfully. | - J. I Capps, Chairman. .

DocuMENTS—We 50ur committee ou Documents’ urge
that the Freewill Baptist. use all the Freewill theld,ture in -

- our Sunday Schools and use the Christian papers.

Respectfully submitted |
| Z., B. Haga,ns, Chairman.

 SUGGESTIONS —We your committee on Suggestions
make the following report: We suggest that the church

Decorum stand as it is. - -
- We suggest that no church shall llcen%e or mdam 4 man

to preach the gospel that the church won’t support.

We suggest that the churches of our association com-
mune quarterly and wash feet at least once a year.

“We suggest that the churches of our association appoint
a treasurer and the members mutally agree to pay into the

treasurer an amount thab they agree upon.
- | J. D. Oliver.

J. G. Granger.
Jim Moss.

EDpucATION—We your commlntee on KEducation Smelb

the following: -
We are very glad indeed to report and note the ml;eresl; |

taken on educational lines. Our people all over the country
are very much interested in educating their children, and we

feel grateful to our county officials for the interest they have
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ltaken in the rural schools, We are aware that education
prepares anyone much better for the ministry or for any

other purpose in life.. Brethren lets push this cause. We
feel it our duty as christians to doall we can to fu rther the

cause of Education. - - .

Respectfully submitted
W. B. Stephenson. Chalrman

HoME MISSIONS—We your committee beg leave to sub
mit the following report to wit: We find that there was no
home mission funds sent in from our various churches and
we have a home mission board and they have not done any
thing in that direction, so we urge that our people be more

energetic in this work.

Respectfully submitted. =~ | '
| J. I Hatcher, Chairman.

NOMINATIONS—We, your committee on nominations, beg
leanve to submit the following report: We nominate Rockey
Grove for the next association. We nominate Rev. D. L
Chandler to preach the next introductory sermon and J C.

[ongram to close.
| J. T. Eubanks, Chairman.

The meeting place for the next association has been
“changed 1o Hickory Grove Church,

SUNDAY SCHOOLS—We your com ‘mittee find in the State

Line Association to wit:
~ No. of schools, 11.
Officers and teachers 60,
Pupils 660. ~ |
Range of time since our last session 8 to 12 months.
We recommend that the churches take more active part
in this work and that the pastors urge Sabbath Schools in

~ their respective charges.
- | W S Cook. Cha,lrmaln.

" TEMPERANCE—We your committee beg leave to make
the following to wit; We believe that Whisky is one of the
most destructive evils that we have and urge that our
preachers do every thing that they can to drive it out from
amonyg us and if any member, so- forget themselves as to
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drink or mdulgeln it in any way he must be dealt with ac-

| oordmﬂ' to. dlSClpllne
Rev O G, Ray, Chairman.

STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OF MINISTERS—
‘We your committee beg leave to submit the following report
to wit: From the besb that we can find our ministers are in
oood standing.. We also find our churbhes in good condition
except Pittman Creek.

Respectfully submltted

et

Wesley Toler, Chairmau.

OBITUARIES—We ‘the committee on Obituaries beg leave
-to make the following report. We find that there has been
sixteen deaths in our association in this year. We wquest
that each church clerk furnish the clerk of thls as-'socntlon o
with the obituaries of the deceased, | - -

- Respectfully submitted
' - C. G. Ray, Chairman.

FINANCE—We your commlttee on Pm'mce report to wit:
We have received, |

For Minutes. ..o, S [ $19.25
For Association Purpose _______________________________ 516 75
For MiSSIONS oo e, 8 1,50

Total ... v eeeees —oeeeeeememees esseeetemn $37 50

R G. Hatcher, Chairman

OBITUARIES—In loving remembrance of our dear loved
brother, Calven Dykes, one who the death angel called from
us to go with him to a home that is prepared eternal in
heaven. Bro. Dykes departed this life on the eleventh day
of Dec. 1913, A. D. He was sixty-seven years old: Brother
Dykes lived a devoted christian life, and he was a good
christian brother and. father, a devoted husband, and was .
‘loved by all who kpew him - He bore hislong afflictions
faithfully until death. He was a devoled minister of the
GOSpe] for thirty-five years and was true to (God and his ser.
vice until the end. He passed out as alamb asleep, he died
in the triumphs of a living faith,

.Y This was written by a ministering brother that VISlted
lum in his afflictions and often read the Scriptures and pray-

ed with him until death. _, |
Rev C. G. Ray, Ashford, Ala.
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Bro. W. F. Thomas departed this life May the 13th 1914
He was a member of New Pllﬂ'rlm church.

- Sister Martha Bowers who was a membel at Shiloh,
‘departed this life on Nov. 1, 1913, age 62 vears She lived a
consistant member of the Freewill Baptist.church many
years and we believe 1s now at rest.

Sister Mishie Robinson member of Hickory Grove was
born Oct. 7, 1886 and departed this life May 11, 1914. She
had been a member with us for several years. She leavesa
husband, children, friends and relatwes lo mourn her de-
~ parture. |

- Sister Cleaesther Chumley was born Oct. 11, 1891. She
~ joined the church in 1909 and lived a faithful churech member
until death. She died in the triumph of a living faith July
28, 1914,  She was a member with us at Hickory Grove. A
husband. one child, relatives and friends mourn her de-
parture. | -

_  ORDER OF BUSINESS.
- Organize.

1.
o Tuvite visiting brethlen to seats with us,
3. Call for letters from the different churches
4. Call for Petitionary Lietters.
. Klect officers.
6. Call for correspondents from sister assoclatlons
7. Appoint committees.
8. Call roll and read decorum.
0 Appoint correspondents to sister associations.
10. Call for report of committees, |
11, Call for Treasurer’s report.
12 Call for miscellaneous business,
13, Adjournment. |
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ORDAINED MINISTERS,

305?10 B. W.
Braun C. F.

Burdeshaw J H

Chandler D. L.
Cherry G W.
Cook W S -
Givens J. A. .

Granger A L, B

Hardy G. M.
Hatcher J. L.
Hunter R. L.
Ingram J. C.

- Murdock J. M
Pearce J. D
Ray C G.
Sowell J. D.
Stephens J. D.
Swallw F \/I
Thompson J. E.

TremontanaW W.
Whiddon J. W.
Whitaker, Joseph

Whittle C. M.
Widner J. A.

Calloway J. D.

Carter W, T.
-~ Cobb A . C,
Dunn G, J.
Kirkland A M.
Newton T. C.
Radney A. B.
Sellers, Otis A.

CONSTITUTION OF STATE LINE ASSOCIATION.

- Article 1.

| Long Brauch

Pittman Creek,
Prospect,
Springfield,
Prospect,

‘Union Springs,

Springtield,
Ne w Life,

. New Hope

Hickory Grove,
New Pilgrim,

Pleasunt Home,
Howard Grove,
New Harmony,
New Harmony

- Pittman Creelk

Hickory Grove,
Pleasant Home,
Shiioh, |
Plttma,n Creelt
Union Springs

Howards GroVe,'
- New Hope,

Springfield,

LICENTIATES.

New Harmonv Q
~ Springtield,
Howards Grove,

Long Branch,
New Hope,

" New Pilerim,

Prospect,
Mew Harmony,

- Geneva

Black,
Cowarts
Ashford
Dothan
Pansey,
Webb,
Crosby,

- Qzark,

Bascom.

- Colum bia,

Ashford,
Ashford

Cottonwood,
-~ Ashford,

Blaclk

- Marianna,;

Hartford,
Columbia,
Black.
Gordon,
Ashford,
Ozarl,
Webb.

- (Grreenwood

Ashford,
Ashford
Samson,
Ozark .
Columbia,
Webb,

Cottonwood,

Ala,

Fla.
Ala.
Ala -
Ala.

Ala.

Ala.
Ala,
Ala.

This Association shall be composed of dele-[

 gates sentannually from the churches upon which it is based,
Article 2. Each church shall be entitled to two delegates
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for every twenty five members and one delegate for the
fractional part of twenty-five. Providing any church hav-
ing less than twenty- five members it sba,ll be entitled to two

deletra,tes

~Article 3. The delegates from each church shall bear a
lefter certifying their elecnon. to which shall be subjoined a
table stating the number baptized, received by confession of
faith, by letter. by restoration,; dismissed by letter, excluded
or died within the last associational year, amount of all con-
tributions, the time of the monthly meeting, the membership
ordained and licentiated ministers with their post office, and
-signed by the pastor and clerk of the church with their post

oflce

Article4 Newly consbltuted or other churches de51r
ing admission into this union shall petition by delegation and
]ebt-er, and if upon examination found to be orthodox and
orderly they shall be received into the association, and such
- reception shall be manifested by giving the right hand Of

fellowship. ‘

Article 5. Itis expected that the churches composing
this body will send delegates and contributions every session
and that no church withdraw from the Association without
‘assigning a reason for the intended withdrawal.

- Article 6. The officers of this Association shall be a
moderator, clerk, treasurer, executive committee and home
missiom board. The executive committee and home mis-
sion board shall be composed of five members each.

Articie 7 The Association shall meet annually, accord -
ing to adjournment., and shall have power to transact all
business pertaining to the general good of the body.

Article 8. This constitution may be altered or amended
by a majority of the delegates present during any session.

DECORUM OF THE STATE LINE ASSOCIATION,

Articlel The moderator, clerk, treasurer, executive
committee and home mission boa,ld shall be elected by ballot
annvally. ﬁ

Article 2. The modemtm shall preSIde over the delib

erations of ths association when in session, preserve order
and submit motions and other matters He shall have the
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same right to vote as any other member, and, provided the
chair is occupied, the same right of speech.

Article 3. HKvery motion receiving a Qemnd shall be
submitted to the body unless withdrawn. | |

~ Article 4. Only one person shall be allowed to speal at

the same time and such speaker shall address the oderator
ard shall not be interrupted while speaking except by the
moderator and then only when he departs from the subject
under debate. Provided, however, any brother mav address
the moderator W a point of order -

Article 5. The clerk shall record the ptoeeedmn‘s of the
body when in session and superintend the publication of the
same, and do all other writing pertaining to the business of
the association, .. He shall also preserve a file of the minutes
of the &SSOGI&MOI] Wthh he shall deliver to his successor ic
O uce- '

 Article 6 The treasurer shall keep a correct account of
all funds recelved and disbursed by him showing balance, if
any, on hand. He shall only pay out money on “the order of
the Association or the executive committee.

Article 7 The executive committee shall have power to
execute.the ldWS and Iefrumt.ons of the associatlion, svhen the
association is not in session. And to make rules for their
own government, provided such rules are not repuamnt, to
the constitution of decorum of the association. -

Article 8. It shall be the duty of the home mission
board to work for church extension und church preservation
for which purpose they shall draw on the executive..commit-
tee and various churches for the necessary funds wheo the
association is not in session - The board may make rules and
1eﬂ'ulati0ns for their own government that are not conflicu-
1ve wita the constitution or decorum of the association

Article 9. ‘The association Sh’t” be opened and closed
with prayer. o
-+ Article 10, The name of the delegates shall bhe enrolled
and called as often as the association may deem proper.

Article 11. No church nor minister shall be received in-
- to this association that refuses to comply with this decorum
“or the ordinances which are given us in the Gospel. |

Article 12. This decorum may be altered or amended
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" by a majority of the delegates present during any session.
CHURCH DECORU M. |

1. The church mav choose a pastor annually at the

last regular conference in associational year: or, if they pre-

fer, it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to

- continue from year to year, so long as they may deem 1n pro-
- per to keep up the connection.

9. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen_
at any other time; but if the choice be madeata special
conference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meet-
ing of the church

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but,

when he is absent or does not sitas moderator, being present .

some suitable brother shall be appointed to sitin hlS place,

4 The pastor of each church shall have power to form
a presbytery and ordain deacons for the church; also ex.
amine preachers who may apply for such; also to examine
ordained ministers who make application to-our order, and if
found sound shall be set apart in rank, but not re-ordained.

| 5 There shall be twoor more deacons in the church

whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection and dis-
" bursement of the contributions made by the church for the
- pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and wine in the ad-
ministration of the Lord's Supper.

6. The deacons shall take notice of .such members as
refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and en-
deavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may be lald be-
fore the church in conference if necessary. |

7 Some suitable member shall be appomted clerk and |

it shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing
pertaining to the business of the church and to preserve a
file of the minutes of the association.

8 When a new clerk is appointed all the books. ete, be-
longing to the clerk shall be im medmbely delivered to _hlm by
his predecessor. . . o

9, When a church deems it necﬂssmv a committee of

_ not less than three male members well acquainted with busi-
‘ness, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give ad-
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vice to brethren who a,pplv to them relative to cases of deal-
ing, etc., with the church. S

10. The church shall hold a two days meetlnw monthly
embracing Saturday and the Lord’s Day followmtr the ﬁrst
of which shall be the reﬂulal time of confelence |

© 11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and fe.
male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on
that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church ina
splrltual manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doc¢-
trine, discipline and the rule of holy living. |

12. . Any church member who shall fail to ‘attend three
successive conferences, and any member whatever who may
 be generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church
according to the covenant (Attl(,le 10), shall be citied to ap-
pear in conference and answer for his neglect, but the church
may exempt members from this rule if necessary. |

13 Conference, after prayer or devine services, shall
be opened and conducted as follows: 1. Inviting visiting
‘brethren to seats. 2. Op ening the door of the church for
the reception of lnemberc 3. Callmﬂ' for the reading of
the minutes of the last conference 4. Callmcr for mbsentees
.. For ackpoowledgments 6, WHor refuences or deferred
business. 7 For new matters of dealing which are to come
before the body. 8 FIor miscellaneous busmess |

14 Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister
churches, shall be allowed to speak and mal{e motlons or
seconds, but not allowed t» vote. |

15. Auny orderly member of the Ba,pmst chm ch may be
received into the church without a letter. when it is made
apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable, and
that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it be-
cause he desired to join this or some sister church. All
other members must join by letter or baptism.

16 No member shall be received without the unanimous
consent of the members present, but unreasonable object-
ions shall not be valid, and unless withdrawn the member
who makes them shall be liable to be taken under dealmﬂ by

the church.

17, When the moderator calls for a.bsentees the clerk
_sha.]l inform the church _what members have been absent



15

frem three successive conferences, and the moderator shall
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the

next conference.

18. No member shall be expelled unless he has been
- citied verbally or in writing to attend his trial; provided his
residence be known to the church. |

19, Whena witness, nota member of the church, is in-
troduced, he shall not be examined till the question has been
put to the church. Will you hear the testimony of this wit-

ness?

20 The evidence in every case of dealing ‘and ac-
konowledgment shall be minuted in the church book ‘ B

21. Members dismissed from the church by letter who
become disorderly, or contmue to hold their letters without
a good reason, shall be cited t"the’ confert,nce to answer for

thexr conduct.

92. Expelled members _mey be restored to fellows_hip
on their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced
“the church that they ha.ve sincerely repented of their former
evil conduct. : |

23 A vote shall not be taken upon any questlon with-
out & move and a second, and in all important questlons the
vote shall be taken by rising tu the feet.

24, No motion shall be made whlle 8 move and a second'
is before the conference.
- 25. It shall be considered dlsmdelly for anv member.
"to absent himself from conference when auw 1mporbant, |
question 1s t9 be decided; but a member upon his request
may be exempted from. votmtr on either 81de in pecullar
cases.

26. No member shall leave the house during couference
without a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversationor
whispering without being subject to he called to order by
the moderator.

27. All discussions in conference must be conducted

with ealmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise
to their feet and address the moderator and keep to the

point in the dekate. -
28. No oue shall speak more than three tlmes on the
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same motion without permission from the moderator, nor
shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long o

29. When the moderator speaks in debate he must
nominate some brother moderator in his stead.

30 No one shall be interrupted while spe&kmw unles=:
1t 1s necessary to call him to order.

ol. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the
administration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a
year and the expenses are to be paid by the church, |

82 Members not in good standing shall not commune.
bat the ndministration shall not be deferred on acount of any
ordinary matter of dealing

33. Fect washing Shd]l be allended to as the church
sees proper. | | |

34. Publlc tastlng, humllmtlon and pra}m shall be ob.
served on proper ocecasions

35, The decorum may be amended or altered by Lhe
vote of two thirds of the membe:s:. present at any tw SUC-
cessive monthly conferences.

ARTICLES OF F‘AITH

1 OE‘ GoD —We believe that there is one, aﬁd 0n|3 one,
living and true God, infinite in all His attributes, the Creator
Presérver and. Governor of the universe, revealed to usin
the Scriptures as the father, Son, and Holy Gh 18t —Tim. 1:
7; Isaiah 45:22; St. John 17:2. -

9. TuE HoLY SCRIPTURES—We belicve the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of
God. and are binding on all as our infallible rule of faith and
practice.—II. Tim. 3:16; Romans 16:4 and 4:23-44; Peter 1:21.

- 3. Or CHRIST—We believe Heis God manifest in the
flesh; being in His diviace nature the true God. in human na-
ture the true man, united in person the Messiah and the
mediator for the redemptlon of the uorld —Lulke 2:4-12 in.

clusive; Matt 1:18 21.

4 Or THE HOoLY SPIRIT—We beheve that he is the
third person in the Holy Trinity and posesses all personal di-
vine attributes, being the Reprover, Comforter and Sancti-
fier.—St. John 14 25, 15:26 amd 16:7-15, inclusive. "
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5. Op SALVATION—That the blessings of salvation are
made free to all by the Gospel that it is the immediate duty
of all to receive it by cordml and obedient faith, and that
- nothing prevents the salvation of any, so long as the Spirit
~. continues to strive with them, but their own voluntary re-
fusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Cnrlsb —Rom. 1:16; Phil. 2:
- 12; Heb 2:3.

6. THE FALL oF MAN—We believe that man was creat.-

ed sinless, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and -

condemnation. - All his posterity inherited this falling na-
ture and all who come to years of accountability will sin and
come short of the glory of God except that they receive sal.
vation through the Lord Jesus Christ.—Gen. 3:6, 1:26, 5:1
and 9:6; Rom. 3:28; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:43.

7. THE ATONEMENT—We believe that Christ in his
‘ereat compassion offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead,
therefore God desires the salvation of all. and the Gospel in-
vites all, and whosoever will may come and partake of the
water of life. —1, Cor, 1:7; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 2:9-26; Rom. 5:5;
Rev. 22:17. R S

8 OF BLECTION—We believe that (zod has not fixed the
future state of man by any unconstistutional decree delivered
from the beginning, except to save all who comply with the
“terms of salvation.—John 8:31; Liuke 11:28; Acts 10:35; Deut.

11:26 28

9. OF PERSEVERENCE—We believe that none wﬂl be
finally saved-but those who through grace persevere in holi- .

. ness to the end. ——John 8:31; Tim. 1:19; Peter 2:21 22.

10. GoOSPEL ORDINANCES—We believe that baptism or
the burial of believers in water and the Lord’s supper and
washing of the saint’s feet are ordinances to be perpetuated
under the Gospel of universal salvation, and to be observed
by all true believers, Reference for baptism. John 3:5 and
Rom. 6:4 Reference for the Lord’s Supper, Matt 26:26-28.
Reference for washing the saint’s feet, John 13:5 17 inclusive.

11 TuE LORD’S SUPPER—We believe that the Lord’s
Supper was instituted by our Savior as a commemorative
ordinance, that the bread and wine represents His body aud
blood; that it was instituted for Christians, and that all
Christians should unite in performing the sacred service, re-




- gardless of name, denomination or distinction. —Gal.6:4;
Matt. 7:10; Rom. 4:34.

12, Or THE RESURRECTION—We belelve in the resur-
rection of the dead and a general judgment, and when the
resurrection. takes place the soul and. ‘pody will reunite and
~ form an immortal being, ‘ that the righteous will be received
into everlasting happiuess and the wicked will be driven into
“everiasting darkness. where tnere will be weeping and

gunashing of teeth.—Johu 5:29; Acts 14:16; Isa. 17; Heb 9:27

- STATISTICS IF THE ASSOCIATION.

The State Line 'ree Will denst Association was organ-
zed at Ho ward’s erv-a ch*nch November 20th, 1886.

YEAR MODERATOR_ CLERK - CHURCH NO. MEM
1886, D L Chandler Calvio Dyke b_ ______ Howard Grove, 449
1887 D. L uhandler Calvio Dvkes. Beulah R Y4
1888. R M Gray ... Calvin Dykes, . Macedoum it 403
1889. R. M. Gray ... Calvin D\kes __________ Friendship ... 516
1890 R ‘M. Gmy __________ Calvin Dykes Lovewood ... 443
1891 _ R. M. Gray .. Calvin Dy fes Prospect ... 339
1892 R. M. Gray ... Cualvin Dykes . _ Silver Run ... 444
1893 D. L Chd.udler J. D. Stephens,___ Hickory Grove,, 450
1894 R. M. Gray . J D. Stephens,_ Spring Hiil__..... 422
1895_D. L Chandler_J. D. Stephens_  Pittman Creelk_ 503
1896__ Calvin Dykes _J. D. Stephtens_ Howard Grove_ 568
- 1897, D. Li Chandler, J. D. Stephens__ New Hope.. ... 653
- 1898 D. L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens,__ Rocky Grov .. 633
1899 D. L. Chandler_J, D. Stephens__Prospect _ ... 671
1900 G. W Cherry __J. D, Stephens__ Freewills Rest 803
1901  Calvin DVIIBb . J W. D. Stephens Antioch . -916
1902 Calvin Dvlfe _____ J W. D. Stephens Union Sprmfrs 047
1903_J. D. Stephens.J W D. Stephens Hickory Grove.. 827
1904 _J. D Stephens J W. D, Stephens Howard Grove, . 786
1905 J. Di_Stephpn% J W. D, Su-‘- hens New Pilgrim._. 745
1906_J. D Stephens J W. D, Ste hens Splmﬂheld ________ 058
1907 R. L Hunter._J.W. D btephpns Rocky Grove__1099
1908° J D. Stephens J W. D Stephens Pleasant Home_1199
1909 J. D. Stephens J W. D. Stephens Freewills Rest, 1315
1910 D. L. Chaundler J 'W. D Stephens Silver Run ... 1365
1911 D. L. Chandler_ J.W. D. Stephens New Life . L1442
1912 D. L. Chandler_J.W. D, Sttphens Pittman Creek 1477
1913_J. M. Murdock, J.W. D. Stephens Spring Hill 1462
1914 G. W. Oherry JW. D

~Stephens Union Springs, 1553

K .
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i ? Increase |Decrea| =2 |=z| » 20 m | T Q < | @
by “sed by CED o & e _g =, = & S
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CHURCHES. PASTORS CLERKS 1nd POST OFFICES = 3 S A é_ L E = E E‘ | gj & E o |3 ®/SUPERINTENDENTS
EHEHEE ST 2l 21 = slgeiEE |
) | S B . 3 S B~
Freewill’s Rest...|J. T. Knight...|L. L Powell, B‘tSCum Fla...... ..... 19111] 2 1 °5| 4| 81 50i$t 50 $560 00§ 250 00{$100 00 76/M. J. Mercer.. ......
Harican..........}.cociieiiiians, Not Reprecentrzd ............ RN O & Ll Jeere veee aessens sanes
Hickory Grove..[J. C. Eldridge|[J. W. D. Stephens, Bascom, [la..... 14| 2} 2] 3; 4] 6; 2| 163} 4] 1 50; 8 00 64 10 500 00 100 00| 61]J. W. D. Stephens
Howard’s Grove.|J. C. Eldridge]A. P Lingo, Cmtnnwond, Ala.. .| 80f 1 4] 10/ 5] 216 3] 1 50; 1 50 04 00’ 459 00] 100 CO| .. euenerrenr cinine cane
Long Branch....|G. W. Cherry|J. L. Sevmour, Coffee Springs, Ala..| 15 5 3| 1| 2 61} 1 501 1 00 37 80! 300 00| 65 00| 35/M. N. Pippins..
Magnolia ....... J. C. Ingram..|W. E. Smith, Midland City, Ala.. . |.... - - 2bF - bu ' B [ N I AR
New Harmony... J. M. Murdock|A. 7. Gra,ncrer, Cottonwond, Ala......| 3/ 1|2 {3 1] | 106 2 100 100 8100 13 30,. 300 €0/ 75 00/ 52/Hilton Sellers.... ....
New Hope....... C. M. Whittle |C. R. G. Kirkland, Ozark, Al .. . 1 1| [2] 44| 3 7 125 | | B
New Life........ .[4. T. Knight..|A. L. Granger, Crosby, Ala.... ..... 11{ 31 1) 3] 3| 4 .| 124| 3 5 Th 21 00 150 00 37T G. Gravger .... ....
New Pilgrim..... G. T Wiley..|M. P. Varnam. Columbia. Ala.. 3 141 311 35| 4 75, 15 15 00 75 00f 10 QO
Pleasant Home T. E. Rose....|J. W. Jacobs, Geneva, Ala..... ..... 13 4 12/ 9] 1| 159} 3| 1560, 1 50| 400 00 45|Z. B. Hagans .... ....
-Prospect.. .. |Jos. Whitaker|l. S. Conner, Dothan, Ala.. ..... ool 9] 4] 2 1| 2] 184] 8| 1 50 1 50 1200 00| 500 00 |
Rocky Grove [J. M. Murdock|W. C. Robinson Bascom, Fla........ Gl 2| 3] 1] 4] | 1] 84 3 O 15 35 00f 100 00| 50 00] 28{W. J. Rodgers.... . ...
: Shlloh ......... J. L. Parker..|W. G. Odom, Uolumhm, Alae. oo 1 1 _l 50 50 . ] |
Silver Run J. C. Ingram..|W. T. Riley, Ashford. Ala.......... 3| (2 (1| 20]3 50, &0 500 C0; 200 00
Springfield ...... R. L. Hunter..[J. A. Dickerson, Webb, Ala...... oo TN 21 | 406 73 3 100, 100 -
bprlng Hill ..... R. L. Hunter..|H. D. Robinson, Gardon, Ala....... 9] 5| 3| | 4! 48| 11 1 vy 1 00 350 001 150 00! 50{W. T. Walkins..e.o....
Union Springs..|J. C. Eldridge|O. Z. Henderson, Ashicrd, Ala, 11| 7{ 41 3{ 6, 9, 1] 1564} 2! 1 00, 1 25 50 300 00] 60 CO] 386|Mrs. Emlie Bullock....
Pleasant Ridge..|J. M. Murdock|J. T. Hall, Crosbyv, Ala.. Pr.. ... ... | 11 3 170 40 - dor H0r 1200 02 150 00! 1681 W. S Cook..ovvv voce..
_ 16 75 19 75 )

150 4331 1743 48 17-1553
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