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• 

.. REV: W. S. · COOK; Moderator ..••. ; . :. • • . • . . . • . . • . . . . • . • • Pansy, ·Ala. 
• • • • • -1 ' ' 

J •. W. D. STEPHENS, Clerk ..................... , • . .. . .. Bascom, Fla. 
W. H. HAYS,· Treasurer .· ... ; ........ ;: ........... ~ •.. Cottotiwood,,.Ala. 
' . • I , 

. . . , EXECUTIVE COl\ll\HTTEE. . 
' . . . - -

• 
- ' ' - ' ' ' - ' ' ' . . . ''' . . ' ,• ' ' ' ' ' ~- ' _. \ ' 

· R. G. Hatcher, Bascom, Fla., W. H. Jenkins, Ashford, Ala.; J. W. Comtr, 
. ·· · .• :, . · .. ·. · . · ... · ·• Dothan, Ala., E. Rabon,. G. R Dunlap. · .. · ' · ·, · ·.· , . ~-, . ' 

' . . ' ' . . 
' . . . . " . -· 

·. HOME l\USSION BOARD. . . . . '' . . ;, 
: . ~ -

" 

'' -~-· -··· ,•-. - '._-.. ' 

• A. Holland, Bascom,' Fla., J. M. Murdock, Ashford, Ala:;. M~· J. Mercer, C. A. , 
· · · .. · · · . . Lewis, L. , C. · Mixon; ~ · . . • . · · '· · · 

~ ' ' ' ' ' ' ( ·-- ( ' . ' ' ' 
' -. / : :: ' - •• '. ' '·. ' • ! ' - - ' ' • ' '-_ ' -- -·. . : ' 

~The next session meets with New,Hope church, Dale county, Ala., on Thurs-' 
' -. ' ' ' ' ' . l . ,. 

' ·,· day at--'11 o'clock, before the Second Sunday in October, 1919, lo- . · · 
. ,· cated. ten miles north of Midlarid City, 'where the train· .. , . 

' . · . . ' . . will be met Thursday morning and evening. ~ · . ' 
- ' - ' . 
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. . PROCEEDINGS .. . . ' . . 

: 

• 

The State Line· Free Will Baptist Association convened in 
its Thirty-third Annual Session with Magnolia church, Dale coun

. ·ty,Alabama, Thursday, OCtober 10, 1918. · 
- · Introductory services by Rev. G. W. Cherry. · · · 
. The moderator appointed a committee of five, namely: •J. W. 

D. Stephens, R. L. Hunter, G. R. Dunlap,· cT. A. Weed and B1~o. 
· Lane, to investigate and ascertain whether or not we would hold . 
·our session at this· time, because of the circumstances caused by 
the influenza· epidemic: Adjourned for dinn(;l~'· · _ ~ . 

, _ ___; __ ___:_· --- . 
- . ' 

THURSDAY· AFTERNOON. 
. . . . 

The. formex moderator, Rev. W. S. Cook, called the body to 
order.- . . · · · . · · . · . · · · · · . · · 

. Called f01; ... the report of the· :Co~ittee appointed before 
dinner. · · · · ' _. . ' · · · · 

The committee reported that we do' not hold our session. at 
tl1is time~ : : · · · . . ·· · · · · .- . · · ·; . 
: · The· report was received but not adopted, and the body vot
ed to organize and proceed with business. , · · · ·.. .• : 

Called for letters from the different churches .. Bros. C. W . 
. · 'White, J. J. Granger anciA. J. Granger were appointed to read 

· · • them · · · · · · '· · · · · · · .· · ' · · · · · 
' 

' . - ". . ' ' . 

· :Names of. churches and delegate~ .:as fono'ws: · . . · 
New Harmony. J, J. Granger,· .A: J: Granger: · 
New· Hope. · R. ·C. Baxley.· ·, ·.. . · .. ·. . ·: 
Rocky Grove .. By )etter. . . · · . ·. > . 
Howard's .Grove: W. It. Hays, J. T. Hodges.. . . · 

. Long Branch. ·c. :W .. White, ·w. A. Dixon. ·• · 

• 

• 

Hickory Grove. .'J. J; Hatchel~,· J . . w: D.~ Stephens, A. Hol~ 
land, Myers Corirad,· · Edrriond ·Hatcher, · Frank Hatcher, J .. T. 
Hatcher, J. W. Rodgers. · . , , . 

Magnolia. C. A. Lewis, L: R. Dasinger, John Paramore, W. · 
_ L. Lee, J. A. Weed, G. R. Dunlap.'. 

\ 

Ne"'r Pelham. A. W. Pelham, A. C. Stephens. 
Prospect. ·E. Grice, J. W. Conner, J. M. Davis, Frank 

. Cherry, W. W. Clark, C. L. Hays. , · 
. Union Springs. W. H. Jenkins. . 

• 

Freewill's Rest. M. J. Mercer, J. A. Baxter .. 
Springfield. LA. Dickerson, Johnie Ingram. 

. · Pleasant Ridge. J. w. Day, G. G. Deese ... 
· Shiloh; By pastor. · · 
The letters were received and adopted as read. 

. ... . ~ . . 
• 

'· - ~ ·-

• Called for petitionary letters. · ., .--- • 
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·. · ~he body. was pe'nnanently. organiz~d by electing moderator 
and clerk. · . . . ·· . . • · ·' · · .. ·. · ·· · , · ·· · ·· 

• • • I . ' . ' I 

Rev: W. S. Cook was re-elected moderator, and J.' W. D. 
Stephens was re-elected cierk; .. :. . 1 · • . 

' ' . '' ,·'. . ' . . ' 

Called for correspondents· from sister· associations.·. Rev. S .. 
Eley responded from Midway, and J; L. Parker from Southeas-
t • • • . 'f I ern.· . . . · · .- . ~ . , · , . . . · 

The body extended the right hand of fellowship while· sing-·.· ·. · 
ing, ''At the Cross." · · 1 · · . • ., 

·The follo\ving committees .. were appointed: · I · 
. · Di~ii1e Serv.ices ... G. R. Dunlap, J. W~ Conner, C. W. White. 

.. ·, State of Churches :aru:\'Character Of Ministers: ·· W. S. Hays, 
·· W. A. Dixon, W. H. 'Jenkins. · c_ I • 

Docurn~nts. J .. W .. D~y, :c. 'G .. Dees~.:A. Holland.·. · \. 
EducatiOn. G; W. Cherry, C. A. Lew1s, M. J. Mercer. \ 
!Iome Mission; . A.· M .. Kirkll,lJ1d,. S. Eley~ J. J. Hatcher: 

. Nominations. E. ·Grice,· Frank Cherry,1 Myers Conrad. 
Suggestions.. A; Holland. · .. · · . . . 

, · .. SundaySchools. :-r; T .. ltodges, I. A. Dickerson, J. L. Parker.·: 
.· .. · T~J'!l;r>er~J1~e. , I. 4.<Pi~~erson, R .... C .. Ba,xl~y. .. • .· .. · .· -

Fm~n~e. J. J. Granger,· W. L. Lee, W. A. Dixon. . .· . . . 
· .. Obituaries .. A. W. Pelham, A. C. Stephenson, John Ingrain. 

Rolf can: · Reading ~<if' Dec<mim. · . · .. · . , · . . · · . ~ ··· · . 
. By p1()tion .. Bro. Da\vson. · Meritt, a· Primitive Baptist, \vas 

given a s.eaf ofwelconie in the. oody; ~ . · . . . I . . . . 

• . .• On motion of Re'.<'R. L. Hunter adjourned till 9 o'clockFri..; 
day morning. •. PrayerJ)y G.: W. Cherry; . . · . · · · · , . · 

·- ..... --.- .. ·- ... -··'t'···. -,·_·:. '.' ~ 
' . ' ' 

- -.- . ' . ' ., ' ·- .. ~ 

"'-'· -.. ···'··· -· , . 
· FRIDAY MORNING. · ... ' . 

\ _,. . ... . ~ ' .. 

· Reas'sembled. :tnd join.ed. the nwd,ei;~ tor iri .·singing. "All·. Han·· · · 
the Power of Jes.us. Name." The. modeiator read the fourth . 
c}lapter of ~aPJ.E1S· · Prayer by . .J~ .W .. D. Stepliens· .. · · 
. .. · · Callled .for reports of. cqmmittees. . .. . .· . • . . . . · 

. · .. Report on state of churches and character of ministers read 
and adopted... .. .. . .. ·\. · · · · · .. .. .. . ' ·· · . · 

•· · Report on Horne Missions rea~ and adopted. · · · • 
Report • on . nop1in.at.ion read · arid .. :.a.dopted. · 
R:eport on. SuggestiQns. read and adop.ted .. 

' ' • 

Report· ori Obituaries read and adopted. · .. · . 
· ·Appointed correspon'dents to :sister assoCiations ... · . . 

. · To Midway. , :}. W~ Conner, A. l\1. Kirkland, G.jV. Cherry. 
• '· To Sout~eea~tern. A· M. Kirkl~nd; R. L., Hunter. · . · 

·· To Martm, J; M. Murdock. · ·. . . · · · ··· · 
To Salem.' Jefferson D. Steph(-ns. . . 

1
, • 

· Report on Sunday SGhools read and adopted. · 
! . Report on Temp;erance read ·and adoi:>.f~d. · · ·. ·.. . · 

- ' . ' - . . . ' . 
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' 

. .., . 
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' . ...... " ..... 
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' 
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• 

, . . ' 
· / My motion, release the absent members of the committee on · 
Doc~·meqts and aPl)oint,some one in their place. . . ·. ·. · .. 

' ' ·~ 

Report on Finance read and adopted. · ·., . 
. ' . • . ' I , . .. , - • 

. By motion pay clerk bi:u::k the. amount that he 'paid in getting · 
. o~t. th.e. m~nutes ... A .collection of 85c \vas ma;ge,.making 5c more· .. 
than was needed which was·turn~d into, the treasury: · · ·. 

. 'Adjourned till 2 p. m. for preaching and refreshments. Rev. 
S. Eley preached the 11 o'clock sermon. ·.. · ..• · . . . . , 1 

' ' , . . ' ' ' . . . . . ' ' ' 

' 
'" •. , • ... ' > ' --~ ' ., ~ •• ' ;. ~ • ' 

. FRIDAY AFTERNOON. · · .· 
. . * ' ' . ' . \ . • . • . 

. / . . . ' I ··. '. . ' . . . . . . 'I' • ' 

· . ·. The .moderator,_ ·read the 'fifth chapter . of · ~econd · K·ings; 
Prayer by G. W. Cherry .. · · . . . · 
. The: rer}ort ·on Docunientswas read and. adopted with the 
~m~nqm~~ttq a~opf th~ Free Will Baptist' of ~yden~ N. C. · . : 

' ·. The report onEducation reaq !lnd a;~opt~q. . .. . . , 
The Treasurer's .report was:read. and. ~dopt~q •.. ··, ·. 

. . ••'!'····." .. - , .. , 

.. · · ... ·. . . ·.. :Miscellaneous. ; · · ····.· t. · ·. · ·.· .· · . · 1 
- ' - ' ' _· . ' ., ' ' _, ' . '. - -·· ., ', ~ . . -- . . . '.- . ._ ' ' ' . ' 

· .. ·. · By motion the. regular order Of ;.business 'vas. suspenaed and · . 
. the follo\ving' officials of'the association were 'elected by accla:.. 

mation: . · . . · · · · · . . · · . . 
· .· ·· ·Executive ComiJltttee.· R: c;: Hatch~r, w. II. Jenkins, E. Ra- ···· 

.. bon, J. W: C~m~er, G .. It.· p~nJap .. · . . . . . . . . . . .\ · · . 
. . . Hom.e. Mission Board. . 'A.. Holland, J. M.· Murdock, M . .J. · 
r t'r . -: ~ . • ) . . . . •· - . . .. ' ·,· . 
· 1\ ... ercer, C. A. Lewis, L. C. Mixon. · 
. .· · Treasurer: W; H.' Hays. . ' · ·· · ·· . . . . . 

. " ~·' • . -~ . • . .. - . • I , 

By m,otion of )\1_<J.l\1~rc~r. pay clerK_,12.00. . ·, . 
At this juncture a· colectwn of $5.05 was ·made to defray ex

' penses of Rev: S.· Eley from 'the lVIidway:Association. . . , . 
. - . By motion return heartfelt thanks . of the .Association to 
M~gnolia ,church and coiilmu'nity for their kind hospitality dur-' . ' •, . . ' .. <.- ' ' \ . ' 
mg our sesswn. . ·. . . . . · . . . . . . ·. 

~~ On motion of M. 'J. Merce1;, . next . Union Meeting be held 
.. with 'Freewill's Rest church on the .fourth Sunday and S;1turday ' 
· before in June 1919. Rev. J. M. Murdock to preach the intro~ 
ductoty sermon and Rev. 'G. w: Cherry,elose; and that. the Ex-· 1 

r 

• 

. ecutive Committee .arrange a program; . ·. · .. · · · · . · . 
I By motion adjourned to meef:with New Hope church on. \, 

'Thursday at 11 o'clock before the second Sunday in October 191\J. 
Took parting hand. · · . · · · . · ' . . . · .. 

·· · . . . , · : . REV. W. S. COOK; Moderator. 
J. W. D. STEPHTNS, Clerk. ·· · .•· ·. · .·.·. · . -
.·I '· .,· •. _ ... -

.... . , · Tr~~surer'sReport. . . \, . 
.. 

:The treasu1:erbegs leave to )riake the folowing report:. · 
. On October 12, 1917 received $37~10 belonging to State Line 
Association. ·Paid clerk $10.00 .for his. senrrices, leaving a bal-. . ' ' ' ' -
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ance of $27.10, w4ich was. turned over tn 
minutes. 

the . clerk to pay 
. . I 

' 
for 

· · -·· , . · W. H. HAYES, Treasui·er. 
~· Divine· Services. · . 

' .. 

-. We,. your committee on. Divine Services report. as follows: 
Friday at 11 A. lVI., Rev. S. Ely preach.' · · · · 

' - . . . ' 

· Report of State of Churches and Character of l\hmsters. -. · 
· We, your committee on the State of the Churches and Char~' 

acter of Ministers beg leave to make the following report: .. We 
find that the churches and ministers are all all in good standing. 
We find that some of the ministers are not doing much. We ask 
that' they go to doing something. ' we fmd that some churches 
in the Association are not represented. : We ask the 'qliriisters 
to go to them and try to revive them.· · · 

· · · · ·. · · W. M. JENKINS, Chairman. ,. 
· .: · Report of Committee on Documents. 

, We, your committee on Documents beg leave to. make· the 
following report: · We urge our churches to ·use our Free · Will · 

· Baptist. literature for Sunday Schools, published at Ayden, N. C. 
Take some 'religious literature for the benetit of our wives and · · 

· children. . 
· Respectfully submitted, .. 

I . . J~ W. DAY, Chairman. 
Report of Committee 'on Nominations. 

We, the committee on. Nominations report as follows: 
We nominate New Hope church for the next session of this 

Association. We nominate Bro. R. L. Hunter to preach the iE- . 
' · trodtictory sermon, and Bro. A. L. Kirkland to close. · The church 

·is located 2 1-2 miles south of Echo, on Echo and Beaverett Bridge 
road, ten miles north of Midland city, where these coming by rail 
\vill be met\on Thursday morning and evening. · · · . · 
. · . . . . ·- . . . · . . . · E. GRICE, Chairman. · . 

. ' ' ' Report of Committee on Education. 

' 

We, your. committee on Education beg leave .to submit the 
following: . . . _ . . . . 
· . We should do more for the education of,our young ministers 
and also for our children, as it flts and prepares for every emm·-

1 gency of life, both church and state. It also fits us to reach tlw 
more enlightened people ·of our land and country. We should -· 
lose' no time in this important· work. Also let each church look 
after the Orphan chHdren_ and see that they are not neglected, 
and see that they are put in school.somewhere. 

• . ' 1 . .· . G. W. CHERRY, Chairman. 
- Report of the Committee on Home Missions. _. 

We, ·your committee. on. Home Missions beg leave to report. 
as1 follows: . · _ 

·- ·There has been-some work done in regard to the Home Mis-
. . ' ~ 
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sion funds, and we insist that each delegate continue to urge the 
Mission work in their churches, and urge that each member pay 

. as much as 5c. or more if he · or she desires, and it _will be 
highly ·appreciated. Further that we hold our preachers ·to ac- · 
count for not preaching on missions more. . ·. 1 

· 

Respectfully submitted, 
· A. 1\'L KIRKLAND, Chairman. 

' 1 Report of Sunday SchoolCommittee. . 
' . 

We, your committee on Sunday· Schools beg to report that 
we find fiv(dn our churches. We · find one evergreen Sunday 

.· school. w.erecommend that the pastor of each church encour
age the Sunday .school in every way possible. We further re
commend tha:t ·each chm;ch try to have an evergreen Sunday 

.school.. · We further suggest -that every Sunday school have a 
childre1i's day in some way· for the encouragement of the school.· 

·. . · • J. T. HODGES, Chairman: 
- y • • ' \ 

Report of Temperance Committee.·· 
·· .. We,. your committee'on Temperance beg leave to ~:?Ubmit the 

following report. We believe that intoxicating liquors is one of 
the worst evils that is among us. We ask 'all our preachers to 
preach on t~erance at least one sermon to each church they 
serve during the year. · · • 

Respectfully submitted,. · · ·. . .. 
I. A. DICKERSON, Chairman. 

Report of Committee on Finance. ' ·. . 
vVe, your committee on Finance beg leave to report as fo1-· 

lows: · . . , 
· · Received for · Associational purposes $15.90; received for 

minutes $16.75; received for Home Missions $32.56; total $55.21. 
· J. H. GRAINGER, Chairman. 

• Report of Committee on Obituaries • 
We, yom;· committee find that there have· been 15 deaths in· 

our Association during the year. ··We recommend that the clerk 
of each church furnish the clerk of the Associatio.n with obitu
aries that they may' be placed in the Free Will Baptist paper. 

· Names as follows: . · · · · . . · . ' . - ' . ' 

· Clara Lee, Prospect; D. 0. Olive, Union Springs; Rebecca 
· Dykes, Free Wills Rest ; ·. J. · W. Foman, Magnolia, Ala. ; · J ameH 

Crelvenhouse, Hickory Grove; . (four deceased, no names given), 
Loii!fBranch; Janie Duce, Howards; Henrietta Matthews, How
ards; J. W. Brown, Howards; Russ· Bell, Rocky Grove; Harriett 
Everett, .New·. Harmony; Maggie Fulton, Springfield; Martha 
Peacock, Pleasant Ridge. ·. · · · ·. · · 

. A. C. STEPHENS, Chairman. · 
. . Report of Committee on Sugge~tions. 

' . 
We, youi· committee on Suggestions beg leave to submit the 

following report .. We sl1ggest that each delegate to this Asso-
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ciati'on, give a more consecrated servic,e to the ch~trch,vith his 
1 

' 

attendance and his means, with which God has blessed him. We 
, •, ' • • - I • , • , • , • '. ~ 

suggest·that each church· come together ,with their pastor and 
elect a Finance Committee,· that they· take up a collection quart-. . . - . 

erly to be placed in thehartds of the treasurer for the support of 
the. pastor and other societies of the. church. · We furthermore · 

. . -. • . . - .. ,_' .. .. ' '\ I 

·suggest that the body sustain. its· resolutions and meet its obli-. . ,._., • .. _,- ... · 
ghtions .. · We furthermore suggest that each pastor preach one 
sermon on Home Missions. at his ·church during this Association-· 

· al year.··. we further su·g-gest that each pastor use his influence 
·to have a Sl.tnday school in .each church. We further suggest 
that each preacher of the Association report to the next session a · 

' 
. detailed itemized statement of his work for the year .. We furth- · 
er suggest that we use the Free Will Baptist literature if possi-

. · ble. ' · · · : · · 1 . . · 
' . 

· . A. HOLLAND, Chairman. 
• ' I I - .• . . . ' . ·CONSTITUTION. • 

.. . ·.-· 
· Article 1 •. This Association shall be composed of delegates sent an-. 
nually from the churches upon which it is based. ' 

Art. 2. Each church ·shall be ·entitled ·to · two delegates. for every · 
' . ' . . . - . ' .. 

twenty-five members, and one delegate for the fractional part of twenty-five. 
Providing any church having less than twenty-five members,· it shall be· en- ' 

t titled to two delegates. • · , . , 
.., , . . ' I 

' 

Art. 3. · ·. The delegates froin ·each church shall bear· a letter certifying· . 
their election, to which shall be subjoined,a table stating the number bap-

' ' ' \ . ' . 
·. tized, received' by confession of faith, by letter,' by restoration, dismissed by 

' • • t ' ' • 

. letter,· excluded or died within last Associational year, amount of all con-
tributions, the time of the monthly meeting, the ril'embership·, ordained and 1 - ' ' . ' . ' 

}i(·entiated ministers with their postoffice, and signed by the .. pastor· and 
clerk of'the church 'vith their postoffice. · . . . 
· . Art. 4. . Newly constituted, or I other churches, desiring admission into 
this union shall petition by delegation and letter; and if; upon examination, 

, . ' • . , I 

found to be orthodox and orderly, they shall be received' into the Association; 
and such reception 'shall be manifested by giving the right 'himd of fello~- • 
ship. · · . . . · \ . 1 · ... 

Art. 5 •. It is expected that the 'churches composing this body will send 
delegates and contributions every session and that no church withdr~w f~oru 

. ' ' . - . . . ' . . ' . . . ' - . . . . ' ' 

the Association without assigning reason for. the intended withdrawal. 
' • . . . - . . - -·y ' I · · · · I. 

. .· · Art. 6. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator; Clerk, 
- - ' ~ . 

Treasurer, Executive Committee and Home: Mission Board. The Executive· 
·committee and Home :i\iission Board shall be. composed of five members 
each. .. ·. . . . 

\ ' . . . . . . - . . \ . ' . 
·Art. 7. The Association shall meet annually, according to adjournment. 

'. . 
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· ·and shall have power to transaet all bushiess pertaining 'to the general good 
' . , . . . . ' 

of the body. .. , 
· Art. 8. This Constitution may be altered. or amended by a majority of 

.. ··the delegates present d~ring any session. -. ·, ' . ' . ' ' . . 

I 
' ' 

! 

' 

. ' ,- - ' 

' 

DECORUM. 
. I 

' 

Article 1. . The Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Executive Committee. arid 
Home . Mission Board shall be .. elected by. ballot . a,llnuaily. - , . . . . \ 

Art, 2. Moderator. shall preside over the deliberations of Association 
. ' ' . . ' . ' . ' . 

· . when: in session, preserve order and submit motions and other matters. Ho I . . . - . . _, . _. . . . • . 
shall have the same right to vote· as any other member, and,. provided the 

,_ 1·- "'• '' • . ' . 

· chair is o.ccupied,' tha same right of speech . 
. . ' . . 

be submitted ·to the Art.· 3. . Every motion r()ceiving a .second shall 
bocfy unless withdrawn. · · · 

' . 

' ' ' 
. · Art. 4., Only one. persc,m shall be allowed' to spe~k at a time. ·and such 

speaker shall address the Moderator, and shall not b'e interrupted whi[ij. 
speaking except by the Moderator, and then only whi{n he departs from the . 
subject under ·debate. Providea, however, aily brother may. address the . 
Moderator to a point of order. · , · · · · . . . . . 

- { ' . _-. . ' . ' . . . ' ·. 
Art. 5. The Clerk shall record the proceedmgs of the body when m 

\ ' . ,. ' . •'" . '' . ' . . . . ·. . 
session and superintend the publication of the same, and do all other writing 
p~rtaining to the business of the. AssoCiation. ' He shali also preserV"ve a 
:1'\le of the minutes of the Association, wh.ich he shall deliver to his successor . . . ' ; ' ·' 

in office. . . · · · 
J - . . ' . , . • I 

· Art. 6.· The Treasurer shall keep a correct account of all funds receiv- . 
• - -. ' • • _.' • - - • ' ' ' • ' • • ' - - - ' ;jO. ~ 

~d and disbursed by him, shovdng balance,· if anyJ ·on hand. · · He shall only/ 
pay out money on the order of the Association. or the Executive Commit-
tee .. 

, 

Art. 7. The Executive Committee .shall have power to execute 1the. 
laws and regulations of the Association when the Association is not in ses~ 
sion, and to make rules for\ their government, proVided such. rules are not 
repugnant to the Constitution or Decorum' of the ·Association. . 

Art. 8. ·· It. shall be the duty of the Home Mission~Board to. woirk fo-:.-
. '- . . ~ ' ' . . . ' . . . 

clmrch extension imd' church preservation,. for which purpose they shall 
''. . { - - . . ,'' . ' -. . '' ' -' '- ' ' . . . . ·. : 

draw on the Executive Committee' and vanous churches for the necessary 
·- ' -. . - .. ·, , .... ' ' -'" ' . ' •' . 
funds when the Association is not in sesswn; The Board make rules_and 
regulations for their own government that are not in conflict with the Con ... 

. I stitrition or Decorum of the Association. ' . . . . . .· . . . 
· .· · , Art. 9. The Association shall be opene'd and closed with prayer. 

.· Art .. 10 .. The name of the delegates shall be enrolled. and called as of·-

' 

• 

' 

-

. ' 
• • 
' 

' ' .ten as the Association irtay deem propel'; .. ·. . , . . . . · 

·. Art., 11. ~o chu~ch_or m~nister shall ~~ rec~iv~d into(thi~ Associa:io~ . 
. '• •' . . ' . 

·.that refuses to comply with this Decorum or the ordmances which are given · · . · 
us in the Gospel. ·• · · . · · . . · · · · ··· · , . · · 

Art. 12. . This Decorum may be altered or amended b~, a rnajority of thG .. -- "...... . 
delegates present during any session. . '. ' 

\ -, .7 \ 
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CHURCH DECORUl\1. 

• 

.,. - . 
. 

. 1. The church may_ choose a· pastor annually at the last regular con
ference in Associational year; or, if theyprefer, it may choose a pastor for 
im indefiriite length of time, to continue from year to year, so. long as they 
may deem it proper to keep up connection. , . 

' . . 

2. When it·· becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen· at any othe:r 
time, but if the choice be made at a, special conference, the time must be ap• 
pointed at a monthly meeting of the church, 

· 3. · The pastor shall be moderator .of the church, but when he is absent . 
. or does not sit as moderator, being present some' suitable brother shail be 

appointed to sit in his place. 
,4. The pastor of each church shall have power to form a presbytery 

. and ordain deacons for t}:le church; also examine preachers who'·m·ay apply 
fC'r such, also to examine ordained. ministers who make application to· our 
order, shall be set apart in rank, but not re-ordained. • 

· .5. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose duty. it 
- . - - . . -

.. shall be to superintend the collection and· disbursement of the contributions ·. 
. made ·by the church for th.e . pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and 

wine in the Administration of the Lord's Supper . 
. . 6. · The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect ·. 

to partake of. the Lord's Supper and e'ndeavor to ascertain the cause, that 
• 

the same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. · · 
. . , 

, 7 .. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk, and it shall be his" · 
duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the business of 
th.e church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association: . · 

8. When a new Clerk is appointed all the books, etc., belonging to the 
' . - . . . 

clerk .shall be immediately deliyercd 'to him by his. predecessor. · . ·. 
9. When a church deeins it necessary, a committee of not less than 

' . 
three male. members. well acquainted with business, shall be appointed~· 

. . 

whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren \vho apply to them relativfr 
· to cases of dealing, etc., with the church. · · 

10. ·The church· shall hold a two days' meeting monthly, embracing Sa
turday and the Lord's Day. following, the first of which shall be the regular 
time of conference. 

' 

.· 11; It shall be the duty of every member, male ,and female, to attend 
each conference meeting if they can, for on that day the pastor is expectc~r 

. , ' , ; , I ' 

to instruct the church in a spiritual manner by giving plain and pointed les-
sons on doctrine,. discipline, and the rtile. of holy living. . 

12. · · Any church member who shall fail to attend three successive confer
ences, and any member whatever who may be geri~rally remiss in attending- ' 
the meetings of. the church according to the covenant (Art. 10), shall be 
cited 1to ·appear in conference. and answ:er for his. neglect, but the church 

. . . . 
may exempt members from this rule if necessary .. 

· 13. Conference after prayer 'or divine service shall be open~d and con-: 
/ ducted as follows: (1) Inviting brethren t-J seats.·· (2) Opening door of 

church· for the reception of members. · (3) Calling for the reading of the 
minutes'.of the last conference. (4) Calling for. absentees. (5) For ac-

·8 
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j 

'\. ' ' 
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. 
1mowledgements. (6) For·new matters of dealing \Vhich are to come be-· 
:fore the body ... (8)' For miscellaneous business, · \ 

· '14. ·Visiting brethren, as ·helps , called from sister . churches, shall · bo · 
allowed to speak and ·make motions but not allowed to vote. 

15. Any orderly member of. the Baptist church may be received. into 
the church without a letter, when it is made apparen:t that- his Chris'tian 

' ' ' ' 

character is unimpeachable and that he has applied for a letter and could 
TLOt obtain it becuse he desired to join this or some sister church. . All other 

' members must join by letter or baptism. · · · 
• ·16. '·No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of th~ 
members present, but unreasonable objections shall 'not be valid, and unlesd 
withdrawn the. member who makes. them shall. be liable . to be taken' under 

' ' . . ' ' . 

-Gealing by the' church. _ 
17. When the moderator. calls for absentees, the clerk shall inform 

·the church what members have .been absent from three successive confer-
. ' . . . . . \ ' ' ' 

ence, and the moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each .. ' . 

of them to the next· conference.· ' . \ .. 
18, · No member shall be expelled· unless he has been cited verbally or 

-in writing to attend his trial, provided his residence be known to the church. 
. ' . . . ' . - ' . ~ 

19. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced; he 
shall not. be examined till the question has . been put to' the church: ·"Will 
you hear the testimony of this witness?" ·. · 

- . ' . . 
20. The evidence in every case of dealing and . acknowledgement shall 

··be minuted in the church book. 
21. . Members dismissed from the church· by ·letter who become disor

derly, or continue to hold their letters without a goodreason, shall be cited to 
the conference to answer for their .conduct. " .. 
· 22. . Expelled members· may be restored to fellowship on their petition 

. if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they 'have sin
cerely repented of their former evil conduct. 

23. A vote shall not be taken· upon any question ~ithout a move and 
a second, and in all important questions the vote shall be taken by rising to 

. thl.' feet. , · . , · , . . 
24. No motion shall be made whiie a ~ove and a second is before the 

· conference. 
' . . 

25 .. It shall. be considered disorderly for any member to absent himself 1 . '. \ 

from conference when an important question is. to. be decided,, but a mem-
ber upon his request may be exempted from voting on either side in peculiar 

. ' ' . . ' . - .. cases. . . 
• 

26. · ·· No member shall leave the1 house during conference without suffi-
cient cause, nor engage .in conversation or whispering without being sub-' 
ject to be called to order by the moderator. ·. . . 

· .· 27. All discussions in conference .must be ',conducted with calmness anoi . . . 

good feeling: those who wish to speak ;must. rise to their feet and address . . . 

· . the moderator and keep to the point in thl debate: . . . ~ 
28. No one shall speak more than .three times on the same motion 

' . ' . ' 
without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one be. 
unreasonably long~. . · . ,, 

. ! ... .:. ·t~ 
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·· 29. When the moderator.speaks in debate he must nominate some bro-
. ~ . ' . ' . . .· . ,. : 

ther moderator in his stead. · ' .. · 

30. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is necessary 
. to call him to order ... · ' ' 1 

, • 
i 

' 

' .. . ---· -' ' 

' · 31 ·It shall be the rule\ of. the church to attend to the administration ' 
' • . . . . . . I .. - , -- . •-

· · of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year; and the expenses are to be 
p~id by the church. 

' ' ' 

. . 32. · Members not in' good standing shall not commune, but the admin-: 
istratitin shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of dealing; 

' ' ' 

.. . 33. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees· proper. ·. 

·· 34. ·Public. fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be obs~rved on proper 
' ' . -. occasiOns. 

. , . . ·. , I . . .· . . . , . . , 

35. · The Decorum may be amended or altered by the vote of two-thirds · 
- . ' -' . ' . ' ' 

or the members present at any two' successive monthly conferences. '' 
--- -

· ARTICLES OF FAITH. • 
' . 

1. · OF GOD.-We believe that there is one and only one living anrl 
. true God, infinite in all His attributes, the Creator, Pres~rver and Governor 
·of the univers~, revealed to us in the Scriptures as the Father, Son imd Holy 

I - ' . , 

Ghost . ...:..Tim. 1:7; Isaiah 45:22; St. John 17:2. · 
2. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.-We be1ieve. the Scriptures of the Old, 

and New Testaments were given by the inspiration of God and are binding 
en all as our infallible rule of faith and practice·.-II. Tim. 3:16; Rom. 16:1 
and 4:23-44; Peter 1:21. . , . , 

3., OF CHRISrr'.-We believe He is God manifest in the flesh; being in 
·His divine nature the 1 true God, in human· nature th~ true· man, united ·in 
person the Messiah and the · mediator for the re'demption of the world.-

. . . ' - - ) . ' . 
Luke 2:4-12 inclusive; Matt. 1:18-21. · ' 

. 4. OF THE HOLY. SPIRIT.-We believe that He is the third person in .· 
, • , , • , • ' , • • • • I • 

. , the Holy Trinity and. possesses all personal divine· attributes, ·being the Re-
. prover, Comforter and Sanctifier.-St. John l4 :25, 15-26 and 16 :7'-15, inclu-. ' . . ' ' . 

SlVe. , · . 

5. · OF· SALVATION.-That the blessings of salvation are. made· free · 
to all by the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty of all to receive it by cor-

. . . . . . ' ' . . . . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' . ,, ' ' -__ ' . 

dial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation ofany, so 
long as the spirit continues to strive with them; but their own voluntary 're-' 
fusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ.-Rom. 1:16; Phil. 2:12; Heb~ 2:3. 

• 6; THE FALL OF MAN,_:__We 'believe that man was created sinless, 
but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation, . All his pos
terity inherited this falling nature ~nd all who come to years of accourihi
bility will sin and come short of the. glory of God except that they receive 
Salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.-Gen. 3:6, l-26, 5:1 and 9.-6; Rom. 
3:23; Mark 16:16; Acts'10:43:' ·· · · · · · 

· 7 .. · ATONEMENT.-We. believe that Christ. in His great. compassion 
, , C• • - , - ·' , • , , , • • - • • ' - I 

offered Himself as a sacrifice in our ~tead; therefore God desires the sa]va~ 
hon of all, and the gospel invites all, and whomsoever will may collle. and 

1 · • · , ' . l 
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partake Of the water.of Life.-!. Cor. 1:7; Eph. 5:2; Heb.:2:9; Rom. 5:5; 
Rev. 22:17. . . , . . . , 

. -· 8. · OF ELECTION.-We . belie~e that ··God has not fixed the future 
state of man by any unconditional :decree delivered from the begihning, ex-

• . cept. to save all who comply with the tern1s. of salvatiori.-John 8:31; Luke . - . - ' ' - ' . . 

• 

111:28; Acts 10:35; Deut. 11:26-28. · , 
I 9. OF PERSEVERENCE.-We believe' that none .will be finally saved 

but those who through grace persevere in holiness to the end. · John 8:31; 
. - I . . 

T1m. 1:19; Peter 2:21-22, . , · . 
10. GOSPEL ORDINANCES.-We believe that baptism or the burial 

of believers in water and the Lord's. Supper arid washing of the Saint's fee:; 
a~e ordinances". to be perp~tuated under the Gospel of m~iversal sa1vation, ·. 
and to be observed by all true believers. Reference for baptism: John 3:5 .· · 
and Rom. 6:4l Reference for the Lord's Supper:·. Matt. 26:26-28. Refer- · 
ence for washing the Saint's feet: John 13:5-17, inclusive. · 

11. The Lord's Supper.-:-We believe that the Lord's Supper 1was insti
tuted.by our Savior as,a commemorative ordinance; that the bread and wine 
represents His body and blood; that it was instituted for Christians, and that 

- . - ' . . ' ' ' . ' 

all Christians should unite in performing the sacred· service, regardless or· . 
. name; denomination 'or distinction.-Gal. 6:4; Matt. 7:10;Rom. 4:3~4. · 

- ' . \ 

12, OF THE RESURRECTION.-We ·believe in. the Resurrection of 
I the dead and' a general judgn1en~, and When the reSUrrection takeS place the 

soul and body will reunite and form an !immortal being, that the righteous 
. ' . 

will be received into everlasting happiness and the wicked driven into ever-
lasting da~kness,. where. thel·e. wili. be. we'epirlg arid gnashin~ of teeth. J oha 
5:29 Acts 14:16; Isa. 17; Heb. 9:27. · . · · · .. 

' . ' ' 

, I 

' - . - - ' ' . ,. • • 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. ' . 
! ' ' . ' ' ' . 

. 1. ·Organize, 
' ' ' . 

· 2. Invite visiting brethren to ·seats with us.· 
3. Call for '·letters ·from the diff~rent · churches. 

· 4. · Call for petitionary letters. 
' . 

' .. 

5. Elect officers. , . . · · · · 
6. · Call. for Correspondence from . Sister· Ass~~iations .. · 

' 

7 ... Appoint committees. . ' 
" 

8.. ·Call roll and read Decorum. 
' 

9, Appoint correspondents. to Sister Association. 
10~ Call for report of ~ommittees. · · 

. ' 

11. Call for Treasurer's report. . 
12. Call for miscell~neous' business. 
13 .. Adjournment. 

' ' 

' ' - ' . . ' 
' ' 

O,RDAINED · 1\IINISTERS. . . 
•• 
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· D. L. Chandler, Springfield, Ashford; 'Ala. · 
' 

" • ' 
' 
' 
' " ·t 

G. W. Cherry, Prospect, Dothan, Ala. · · · 
w; S. Cook, Union Springs, Pansy, Ala. 
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• . 
J. A. Givens, Springfield, Webb, Ala. 
A.• L. Granger, New Life, Grangeburg, Ala . 
R. L. Hunter, New Pilgrim, Columbia, Ala, 

. ' 

J. C. Ingram, Pleasant Home, Ashford, Ala.: , . ' . 

J. l\L Murdock, Howard Grove, Ashford, Ala. 
G. W. Oliff, Howard Grove, Ashford, Ala. · · 
J, D. Pearce, Nfilw Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala. 
C. G. Ray, New Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala. --. . 
J. D. Stephens, Hickory Grove, Marianna, ·Fla. 

'· 

' . 

' ' 
' 

. ' 

' 

• 

' 

• 

· Joseph Whitr1ker, Howard Grove, Ashford, Ala . 
. · J. A. Widher, Springfield, Webb, Ala. . · 

'• 

• 

' 

LICENTIATE& 

0. 0. Adams, Magnolia, Midland • City, Ala. · . . 

W. T. Carter, New Pelham, Crosby, Ala .. · 
· 'Vm. Fears, New Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala. 
J. D. Calloway, New Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala. 
A, l\L Kirkland, New Hope, Midland City, Ala, 
A. B. Radney, Prospect, Webb, Ala. . 

· Oti~ A. Sellers, New Harmony, Cottonwood, Ala.-

STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

' 

• 

• • 

' 

The State Line Free Will Baptist Association. was Organized at Howard: 
Grove Church, November 20th, 1886. · • 

Year 1\Ioderator Clerk ' · Church Mem. 
1886-D. L. Chandler •• Cnlvin Dykes .... ; ...•• ' Howard Grove ...• 1449 

· 1887-D. L. Chandler ·. Calvin Dykes ......••. ,, Beulah ....••••.. 577 
'l.R88 R. l\I. Gray •.•.. Calvin Dykes ,: •........ · Macedonia ...••.. 403 
1889-R .. l\1. Gray ; .•.• Calvin Dykes . . . . . . • • • • Friendship .•• ; • . . • 516 

• • • 
1891-R. · M. Gray ..... Calvin Dykes ·.......... Lovewood ....... 443 

1P91-R.' · l\I. Gray •. ; .• Calvin Dykes .•....... ·. Prospect · .. ~ ...• ; 330 
1892-R. M. Gray .... • C::.lvin Dykes •.....••.. Silver ,Run ....•. 444 
1893----'D. · L. Chandler .. ,T. D. Stephens • • . • . . • . . Hickory Grove .. · 450 
11'.94 R. M. Gray ..... J. D. Step~ens . ·........ Spring Hill ...... 422 
1895-D. L. Chandler ... J. D. Stephens ••••••••• Pittman Creek . • • 503 
189S-Calvin ·Dykes . : ... J. D. Stephens • . • • . . • • • Howard Grove •••. 568 
1897-D. L. Chandler .. J. D. Stephens .. .. .. . .. New Hope • .. ... 653 
1898 · D. L. Chandler ..• T. D .. Stephens . . . • . . • • • Rocky · Grove •. : • . 633 
1899-D, L. Chandler • J. D. Stephens ..•...•••. ·Prospect .....• , •. 671 

. 190() G. W .. Cherry ..• J. D. Stephens •.••.. ,'. ~ Freewill Rest • •• 803 
1901-Calvin ·Dykes •••• J. W. D. Stephens . . . . . • Antioch .....•.. · 911) 
1902,_;;Calvin Dykes .... J. W. D. Stephens . . . . • • Union Springs ... 947 

· 1!!03-J. D. Stephens •• J. W. D. Stephens . . . . • • Hickory Grove 1 •• 827 
1904 · J: 'D. Stephens .. J. W. D. Stephens . . . . • . Howard Grove •.. 786 
1905-J. ·D. Stephens ·; .•• T. W. ·D. Stephens . . . . . • New Pilgrim· •••.• 745 · 
1906__;_.J, D. Stephens ••• J. W. D. Stephens .. \;.. Springfield ....• ·• 953 

• 
• 

. 12 
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. ' 

·' 

\ 
' 
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• 
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• 

' 

1907-R. L. Hunter .... J. W. D. Stephens . . • . . . Rocky Grove ••.. 1099 
1908-J. D. Stephens ...• T. W. D. Stephens· .....•. Pleasant Home •. 1199 

• 

1909 J. D. Stephens ... J. W. D. Stephens . . . . • . Freewill Rest .... 1315 
1f110· D. L. Chandler ...• J. W. D. Stephens ...•••. Silver Run ...... 1365 
1911-D. L. Chandler ... J. W. D. Stephens . . . . . . New Life ....... 1442 
1912-D. L. Chimdler .. ,T. W. D. Stephens. . . • . . • Pittman Creek ... 1477 
1!\13-J. M. Murdo<:k .. J. W. D. Stephens . . . . . . Spring. Hill ...... 1462 
1914'--G. W. Cherry .. • J. W. D, Stephens . . . . . . Union Springs ... 1553 
1915-J. D. Stephens .... J. W. D. Stephens . . . . . . Hickory Grove ... 1721 
1916-W.· S. Cook .•... ·J. W;•D. Stephens ... , ... Rock Grove ...... 1611· 
.1!:117-W. S. Cook ...... J. W. D. Stephens ...... Magnolia ........ 1456 
l!HS-W. S. Cook ...... J. W. D. Stephens ...... Long Branch ... · .. 1715 

. . -
• . . . 

' SUPERINTENDENTS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

R, G. Hatcher, ·Hickory Grove, Bascom, Fla. 
J. R. Adams, Howard's Grove, Ashford, Ala .. 
Wilbern Davis, , Magnolia, Midland . City, Ala. 

, J. J. Granger, 'New Harmol).y, Cottonwood; Ala. 
M, R. Newton,- Prospect" Dothan, Ala. 
S'. J. ·Roley, Springfield ... 

• W. S, Cook, Union. Springs, Pansy,- Ala. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

• 

' ... 
~ . 

• • 

- ' • . Increased by . . 

• . . 
. ·· Clerks and Postoffices · · · .. - . 

. { • 

·~ 
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• 

' 
• 
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• • ' . • ---- • 
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• 
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, 
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121 2 ~ . ~. .. • . . . 1 185j 4j$1.qOJ$L50 $5.25 $15.00 $ 250 $ 50 . ; ... -
9 2 2 L . 1 1 ~ •. 1 , 198\ 4j ~ 1.50J 2.5Q 11.25 125;00 . 500 • foo •... 

11 1 1 •lj. 3j . 1j 3 
1
238 3j UO 2.00 5,26 101.81 500 10o ·~53 

9 ; : . .. ; ... ,. ; .. 1 /4 51 . ·I ··.75 •. 75 L5o 75.oo 3oo 15o ...• : 
............ ,. 2 . • • 1 64. 4j 2.001 2.00 2.00 .50 Soo 125 35 
34 l ·. 5 . ~,; 1 . . . 1 '158 2/1.50 1.50 1.55 49.50 600 · 200 ~ · 6o 

-........ ~_. .p . . · ...... ·;., 47 -·s .. -·:.75 .75 2,35.~··· ···125' -25.· ... . 
o o o o o o • •, o o o o o o o 

0
lo o 

0 
~ o o 0 0 0 0 0 i 0 •. ~ o [, 0 0 -~ I• ; o •' o 0 o- o • o o o o o o o o o ·, o o o o 

. ~ - ' . ' -··-· ···. ··· ···1·-·-· ···· ·······-··I·:~ ···1····1···· .. ~,.. ~ .. _.~ .. : . .... ~, 
·. 

...... -~· ... ·~· 3 : ... ,. ~ 13 3j .75j .751 .65 15.00 ····· ····j .... / 
•• -. _ ••• • ••••••••• ·:· • •••• =- •• .......... 1· .-.. , . . . . • . . . • · •.. ~ • • . . . . . . . . _ 

~ 2, 3 '.4 2 > •. ,,· ... 1. 50 3 1 oojl.Oo .......... 500 .150 ..... . 
1 3 . . . ... 1 .. ·. ' 1 · 176 3~~ 1.10jl.10 .. 30j63.~5 · 1200 500 · 4o 

.. : ... ... j .... ·21 .. : ~ .... ?~ .'i5J .. 75 .. ;-:_1. ..... 500·500 .... : . 

.. ~J .. ~J.,··I~~-. ~ .. -~- .. ~ ···· ·· ·· .. J~-~-1--·.-··1······1···~-. .. : .. -.~,:~-
2 . 1J ... J: . : . . . . .. ..·. 59 3 liJO I 1.00 J .... I' 20.00 . .. . . • . • . • ... . 

.-_ . . . _; .\ ~ . ~ . . . . . . ·\·· . . . . -. . . . . -·I ~ . . . I . . . . I· .. ~ I· ... ·- ... : . . .. · .· .... . 

... [ .. ; .. ; ............. 1 59 ,2jl GO l.OO[ ... :j12.50 .. , ......... .. 

... j .•. · .•.... : . •...... , 51 2jl.fl0[ l.OOj ..•. l2.00j 40o 5o .... . 
. Sj ... ; . : :.. 5 . .. 1 15~ 2! 1.?0[ 1.15j 2.45 ... :. jl500 400 75 

ssJ 13j19j.~. 4 tsJ ;. 3j .16j1456J .. [1" .r•oJ17.75J32.56j ..... 1 .... ·I· ... J 26S 
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We publish Free Will BBpttSt 
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Sunday 
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.school Literature. 
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