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- Eugene Terry, Jeff Hodge. -

Proceedlngs

| Octeber 6 1921.
The State L1ne Free W111 Bapt1st Association met w:th How-

ard’'s Grove ehmch Houston County, Ala., in its Thirty- Slxth An-

nual Session, Thursday at 11 o’clock, Oct. 7, 1921,
Introductory services by Rev. R. L. Hunter. Concluded by

Rev. G. W. Cherry. Text: Matt., 25th chapter, 23rd verse
Dismissed one hour and half for dinner.

| THURSDAY 'AFTERNOON.! |

The bedy Jelned in singing “There is a Fountam "  The Mod-'
_erater read for a lesson second chapter of 2nd Tlmethy

Prayer by Rev. G. W. Ollff | N

Invited visiting. brethren to seats w1th us. | | .

Called for letters: from the dlfferent churehes 'The ’\Iedel-
ator appmnted Bros. J C. Howell &nd Rev R. L Hunter te read
the letters.  cooti Tt

- . '\
!‘f-
. ol

NAMES OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES

r Vo

Hewalds Grove——W H Hays, J. W Branferd J T. Hodge
C. A. Love, E. A, Williams, E. S. Jenes A. P Lingo, J. W Sowell,

- L.

Roel\y Grove—T. Z. Evans.

Spring Hill—G. W. Jeffcoat' iI D Rebmson J B - Whiteker,
Ress Whltaker -

Frecwill’s Rest—-—Johnme Meoneyham, Allen Bame* B

New Llfe——-Travls Evsns, A. C Stephens, Casey Tayler H H,
MeNeel, .

East Plttman——Bv letter, o T
‘New Harmony—J. J. Granger, Joe Bradberry, J 'C. McLendon,
(‘mtls Nobhn, C. C. Howell, James Calloway, A. J. Granger.
- Hlekely G1ove——J R. Long, C. B. Gleen J. W. Ditty, R. B’
Robinson, A. Z. Heteher, L. A. Ditty, Wlllle Hateher J W
‘Stephens, Geo. Long, Jr., T. J. Miller, Herman Ditty.
Magnolia—W, A, Lee, T. R. Dassmger,J R. Dunlap
Pleasant Ridge—Frank Smith, Elige Smith., o
Pregpeet—C. L. Hays, Frank Cherry, J. E. Cherry, Houston |
-Cherry, J. L. Battle, Arch Cherry, Clifford Cherry o
Long Branch—J. L. Seymour, R. E. Evans, 0. O. Powell,

1
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Sprmgfleld-—-—W H Johnson, E Rabon S G. Cartel W, B,
_Hardy, R. B. Ingram.
| Umon Spllngs—-W E. Glass, O. Z. .'Henderson, Z. E. ‘Hen-
ders*on - S S
Shll(}h——J L Sanders, W. G Odom: o Sl T
| Pleasant Home—-——D W Owens, W A Clark J D Mo.rlow,
J.wW. Blaekln I : R
~ New Pllgllm-——By lette1 ,
By motion the letters were: ‘veceived and adopted
. Call for Petltlonaly letters. - '
| "By motion Bro.:J. C Howell “as ‘excused for the remmnder
of the day | | |
- The body was pelmanently orgamzed by electing: Moderatol
and Clerk. Rev, G. W Cherry: was re- elected Moderator and d,
W. D. Stephens was re-elected clerk. = - -~ F 0 Tt
,Call for correspondents from sister Assocmtlons -
Rev "I C. Eldrldge and Bro J.o L. I‘llllnglm were 1ece1ved
florn ‘the Salem, Bros. C.'I. Wells and W. A, Davis from Unlon
Hill; Revs. E. C. Williams and S. Eley from Midway. .~
The body extended the 11ght hand of fen()thlp Whﬂe smglng
“Old Time  Religion.” ~* ' |
Called roll. By motion adJourned t111 8 30 Frlday mormng
| Benedlctlon by Rev S Eley e : A

FRIDAY MORNIN(:

Re-assembled Rw J. C. Eldrldge read for a mo1n1nge les-
_eon Ephesmns, ond Chapter, 10th to 22nd verses A

Prayer by W. A. Davis. = |

The followmg commlttees Were appomted

Divine Services—W. H. Hays, T. Z. Evans, J W anford

State of Churches and Charaete1 of Mlmsters—J T Hodge
A T . Granger, Frank. Cherry. | -
Documents——-R B. Robmeon, J. L Seymour J. D Marlow |
quoatlonw—-R L. anter, D. W’ Owens \Vlllle Hatohel |
| Home MtSSlons——-J M Murdock E A. Wllhams C I Wells
James Calloway.:

Nommatlons—-—E S Jones, W B Hardy, W A Clark -
. Suﬂ'g‘estlons--A P ngo H D Robmson, W G Odom, Jo
D..Berry.. o
- Sundav Schools——L C Mlxon, Cultls Hays, C A Love, \V
.Davze, J.- W Bracken . L |

| Temperance—-—-J DPearce A 7 Hatcher Arch Che1y1, J.

W. Ditty R. B. Ingram T

-
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- Finance—T.- J Ml‘ler, Chtield Cheﬂv O O Powell E A
Williams. o : i s -
Obltuanes—-—J R Leng, Gee Dunlap, J D (‘alloway
Read Decorum and Called Roll. « " =
Appointed correspondents to - 51ster Assoclatlens . S
To Union Hill—J. D. Marlow, L. C. Mixon, R. E. Evans:._.'..
To Salem—T.:Z. Evans, W. E. Glass, J. M.. Murdock.--
~ To Liberty—O. O. Powell, J. D. Berry, L. C. Mixon..... .
. To Midway—Joseph ‘Whitaker, O. Z. Henderson G W Oliff.
To Marten—G. W. Cherry, W. S Cook A T
© To Liberty of Ga.—By letter. - Lol e
 To Southeastern—E. Rabon, G. W Cheny, R L Hunter
‘Called for reports of Cemm1ttees " DI SR
Report on Documents read and adopted “-lth the amendment
that we recommend to use-the Free Wlll Baptist S. S. Literature.
~ Recess for 110’clock preachmg and dinner.  Rev. S. Eley
preached frem 13th chapter of 1st Cor.” |
| FRIDAY AFTERNOON.
The body was called to order. Rev. W. -S. Coek effered prayer.
Rport.on Nominations read. a-nd adopted. |
"Report on- Educatlen read and adopted.
Report on Home Mlssmns read and adopted o ;
Report on State of Churches- and Cha-1acter of Ministers read
and adopted.
. Report -on Sunday Schools ‘read and adepted
| Renort on Suggestions read and adopted.
. Report on Temperance read and adopted. . o
Repmt on Obituaries read and ad*epted with: the amendment to
1ec*ommend that the ebltuarles be pubhrshed m m11111te and a]soi
for the. clerh to condense the 1epert |
Repmt on Flnance 1ead and adepted
- Treasurer’s, report read and adopted

" MISCELLANEOUS.

The Union meeting was tchanged from _ever;ﬁ_ﬁth'Sunday to,

1" cet” once annually ‘
The next Union ‘meeting convenes with Long Branch church
on fourth Sunday and Saturday before in. June, 1922, |
At this juncture some of the mlmsters made a repmt of
theu vear’s work. . - -
. The regular order of busmees Was suspended and the follew- -
ing offlcers elected |




STATE LINE FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

e ——

.Home Missicn Board—Present_ Board re-elected..
Executive Committee—Present Board re-elected.
Treasurer—R. B. Robinson re-elected. -
-On motion pay Revs. S. Eley ‘and E. A Wllllams $a 00 each

out of Treasury. - They. were. from Midway Assoc1at10n
By motion pay. Clerk. $12.00, - -
By motion : Table church; Ordinance question. R
- On motion of R. L. Hunter tender our heartfelt thanks {o
Howard’s” Grove church and commumty for their kind hosplta-llty
siiown us during our session. | - -
| On motion adjourned to meet Wlth lesant Hmne church on
Thur sdey at 11 o’clock before. the second Sunday in October 192..). |
~ Took parting hand. D = T S -
Benedlctlon bv Bro, C. 1. Wells SRS coe
A | REV G W. CHERRY Moderatnr -
J W STEPHENS (‘lerk -
| -DIVINE SERVICES.

- We, the committee” on- Divine - Servmes, beg lieve to make the
following report, to-wit: Brother E. C. \Vﬂllams to pleach rIhuw
day mght S Eley I‘rlday at eleven o’clock. S S

: W H HAYS Chalrman

STATE OF CHURCHES AND | CHARACTER" OF MINISTERS

We, your comlmttee, beg leve: to’ make the- followmg report
to- mt We find that the churches and ministers are in good stand-
ing so fir as we can ascertain. "We find that some of the minis<
~ ters are not workmg as they should and we suggest that they go
to the churches that have no regular pastor and hold service once
a month, and if they are not called to the charge of ‘a church to
get busy and go to work and posmbly they will be called to the
charge of some church. -

We find that Happy Hour has not been 1epresented in this
-body Also Silver Run haq not been 1epresented for some tlme

L J T. HODGES Chfnrman
SUNDAY SCHOOLS

- We your Committee on Sunday Schools beg hef to make the?' |
foIlowmg report: We find that out of 16 churches, 10 Sabbath
Schools, one Evergreen Sabbath School at Long Branch c¢hurch is

4

sy



s"mre LINE'TFREE WILL BAPTIST. ASSOCIATION

- P - L L. | —

W 1thout school at all
- We recommend that each church mal«.e greatel efforts to do

more in days to come for the advancement of the’ cause of Christ -
and His gespel The Lord said for us to bring up our children-
in the nurture and admonition ef the Lord We pray Gods bless-

ings on you all. S
REV L C MIXON Chauman

TEMPE RANCE

:::::

We, yeur cemnuttee en Tempelance report as fellewe That
all the membels totelly abstam from streng drmk and be tem-_ |
perate in speech and’ ‘walks of life, for mtemperance is detnmen-"f
tzl to the pregless ef the Chrlstlan llfe Therefere, be tempel-f‘

ate in all things.
- J. D. PEARCE Chairman.

r SUGGESTIONS

| We yeur cemmlttee beg to report as fellews

" That the State Line Association appoint a mlssrenary and put .
him in the field and that said association p10v1de means for his
euppelt and the mlmstel VlSlt each church in the State Lme As-'_ “
SOththI’l and that sald Mlnlster rnake a ertten repelt ef hlS Werk '
done, the success he had. We further suggest that mere “of our”
members subscube and read the Freewﬂl Baptlst pubhshed :art"‘T

Ayden. | R Respectfully submltted
| _‘ * A. P LINGO Chalrman

COM\IITTED ON NOMIN ATIONS

We your cemnnttee on - Nemmthns berr lief te mahe the fol-
lowing report:’ - |

We suggest the next Assocmtlen convene with Pleasant Home
Chur..,h located one mile from Thulston, Ala. South bound tralns
will be met at 11 a. m. and .8:30 p. m. | o

We nominate Rev. G. W. Cherry to. preach the 1ntreductery,-

eermen, Rev J. C, Ingram to close. :
el E. S. JONES Chalrman

HOME MISSIONS.
- We, your committee on Home Missions beg.lief to report that
we ask this _b'edy te_"a'p_peint 'e_r elect’a man to visit each church and

s
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also those destitute places for the purpose of oréallizing churches.

- We insist that each pastor put forth a great effort to raise
a sufflcwnt fund to take care of this home mission work We
insist efit)rt be put forth 1mmed1ate1y as we feel the need of. 1t |

| - J.M. MURDOCIx Chalrman
COM’\{IITTEE ON EDUCATION

We your commlttee on Educatlon submit the following re-
port: As the age deinands an educated talent for leadership in
th Free Will Baptist denomination far more than of any age in
tlle past we urge upon our mlmsters of our association to encour-
’lﬂ'e the spirit of education that it may aspire us to that Stand-
ard of ‘Gospel teac'hmg that is high and lifted up, and that will
rank ourcause or our church up with or among other denomm‘l

—

tions. - . .. Respectfully submitted, |
- R. L. HUNTER, Chanman

COMMITTEE ON DOCUMENTS

We,yor commlttee on Documents beg llef to "_'aké the' fol.

lowmg report to-wit: |
‘We. suggest that all our churches have o Sunday ‘School and
1ecommend that they use the Free Will Baptlst Literature. We
u]SO urge the supermtendent to mtmduce the Free Wlll Baptlst'
papel whlch is prmted at Ayden, N. C. o
. R R. ROBINSO\I Chalrn an.

o COMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES

We your Commlttee on Ob1tualles beg lief to make our report:
There have been 21 deaths in our association this year and we
reconimend that their obituaries be printed in our minutes,
o Respeztfully, . |
J. R. LONG Ch*mnnn

| COMMITTEE ON I‘INANCE

| We your c‘ommlttee on Fmanne beg llef to make the follow-
ing report, to-wi: - . | | | |

For Associational purposes- ..... '....$24.00_;
For Minutes .....ceviiiieiieriiiienirieroiinnnnnn, ...$23.90

For Missions .......... R eeneee$ 290
Total ...... ieereenenas e ereeeaeaan e $:.030

Respectfully qubmltted |
0. O POWELL Chan man.

6 o
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| TREASURER’S REPORT.
o | October 7th 19*)1

Amount brought fmward ' |
For Missions .........-.. .......... ..931.41

For _Assnma*tlonal purposes R P PRS- 57
Tota! amount brought forwald. et eeeenas Caenann L. 60.98
Amount received 1920: AR ' A
ior Assocmtlonal purposes e P terieeaeas 24.50
For minutes ....cveeeeeinnnerenns T G 25.69 |
For MiSSIONS vvvvveverecoanennnineesans ciaaeaseeerreanses 12,00
IFor Education ............. Cerieeeeaes 1.00
Potal amount ...... S A 124,08
Amount paid out: " | - o
For minutes and postage ........ e ceearrt e ... 4340
For Clerk Service .....ieeeveeeeeiss.. Cerreareaeann cere.. 12,00
Pald S. Eley cooiiiiieiriieetiianens AR ceeees. 500
| Total amount paid out ............. B T 60.40°
Which leaves a balance on hand: - ‘ .
I MiISSIONS .vecvnanann e teseenstateraettaanannns e 43.41
For - Associational pulposes Cheiiteaiir e eieressseaasiaess 19027
For Education ....... R W11
" Total amount on hand . e Ceeeeiuiaseiaseea.., 63.68

- "R, B ROBINSON Treasmer
C(}ld{m ."U:‘ . St'u Route, Box 8 -

| OBITUARIES

Bmthel Myers Conrad Was a membel with us at chkmy
Grove Departed this life. Oct. 23, 1920. He leaves a father,
‘mother, brothers .and msters and other relatives and friends to
mourn- his departme Peace be to him,

Bro. F. M. Wetherington was .a member of Sprlng Hill I‘lee |

Will Baptht church. He departed this life Nov. 22, 1920, He was
ES vears of age and was a faithful old soldier and had c*ontlnued
batth, by fighting for Christ until He said: ‘It is enough
con e up higher.” He leaves a wife and a host of friends to
mourn for him. Gone but not folgotten - —by R. B. R.

' OBITUARY OF ‘-VILLIE C. WILKERSQN
~In sacred memory of Brother Willie C. Wilkerson, born May

s




~ his short stay on this earth with us.

1.

‘baby went with her.
July, 1915, and was faithful to her church and home till God
~ caller to come up higher.

. Sacred to the memory of- our belmed brother,

- STATE LINE ,FREE --WILL~ BAPTIST ..ASSOCIATION
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D, 1898 in Barbour. County . Was married January 13, 1915 to
Miss Minnie Gibson, to whom was born 4 children, _Vernell Rex,
-Aubrie and Willie Dell, who, with thelr ‘mother, eurvwe him.

- Brother Willie was a member of the Free \Vlll faith and
erder at Maﬂ'nolla church for five years and was a true and
faithful n-ember to his church and was a loving husband anl
father to his home and loved ones, and made many friends during
- He departed this life Apnl
19, 1921 after a long standing illness of 8 or 10 weeks that he
Lore murmmlese t111 the end came. He leaves be51des his fennly

—

kel e

and related loved enes a host of friends to mourn his untimely ¢nd.

Weep not, loved enes,_for th'eee that are gone, but fezl sure

that our loss is his eternal gain beyond this veil of tears.
_‘——ertten by A. W. H1ckman Church’s Clerk.

In loving memory of our beloved sister, Etta Henderson, who

.deyerted this lifc Nov. 20, 1920. She left'a husband and a little

‘son, a mother and father -and 3 brothers and a host of friends
“to mourn her loss, but our loss is her gain.. Let us strive to meet
“her in the sweet beyond. She was a falthful n"ember w1th us at
-Union -Springs - for ‘about 10- years. '

-—'-'-Written by the Clerk.

‘In lovmg memory of our beloved 51ster Alma Henderson, Whe
depalted this life Jenuary 7, 1921, and our little 16 months old
She joined ~the church at Union Springs in

She left her husband and 14-year-old
girl, father and mother, 2 sisters and 2 .brothers and a host of

friends to raourn her loss, but some day we hope to meet them L

1n that beautiful city where Jesus is.
—Written by her hueband 0. Y. Hendersen
H. E. '\IaLhIS

who departed this life December 9th, 1920. He leaves a wife

and 2 children and a host of relatwes and f11ends to mourn his - |

death. Our loss is Heaven’s gain. He was a’ faithful metube:
of the chulch and had been  for a number of years. Let us all
3t11V6 to meet him in Heaven mhe1e there 1s no slckness pain

nor death.—J. R. Adams.

“Asleep in Jesus, _blessed sleep, |

' From which none ever wake to Weep,'

‘A calm and undisturbed repose,
Un_breken. by the last of foes.

- —Written by the Clerk. J. R. Adams. '
S-*_
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‘Sacred_to the memory of Slstel J H, Bateman, who deparwd
this, life.June 24, .1921. She ILdVEb a4 broken hearted husband
and -two daughters and a host of frlends to mourn her death.
She: has been a member with us at Howard's Grove for several
yvears and, was faithful to the ‘church. Let us all try to live
in such a way that when we depart from this life our influence
will, still live and.do good to the rising generation.

- One, 'precious to our-hearts. has gone, -
'Lhe; voice, we loved :is- stilled;
A place is vacant in our home,
. Which never can be {filled.,

—Whritten-by the. Clerk J R. Adams
In memory-of our beloved 'sister, Beulah Evans. - She departed
"1,1113 life ‘on O(,t 27th, 1920. She -leaves a broken-hearted husband
and 4 chﬂdlen and-‘a host-of friends to mourn her death., May
"God help us-meet her in Heaven for we believe there is peace for
ever and cver. Let us all strive to meet her in glory.
| —Written by the Clerk, J. I. Damels
Brother ,Tolbert:-\Vuley departed -this.life ‘August- 19, 1921,
He was.a member with us at Springfield church, where his mem.
bership: had ‘beén. for:a .number. of:iyears.. He was.!a . faithful
TI'rec ‘Will Baptist worker. He leaves.a wife, 1 -son, 2 daughtefs, |
and-mother. and father and.a host of: f11ends to mourn hl;, loss.
- e is gone bit not fmgotten . - - - o -
—Written by the Clerk of the church R B. Ingram
L In memory. of our be]med Bro J. A. Gwen who departed this
_.llie Aprﬂ 14, 1921. ‘He was a falthful member of the Free Wlll
,'Baptlst chuu,h at Sprlngfle}d whele his memberslup was. He
worked Ialthtul and was an 01damed mlmstel of the gospel He
o was alwavs ’lt his caniewnce When he was able to go to chulch
-He ]eme some boys and gu]s and a host of friends to mourn
: his death. We feel like their loss is his etema« gain. Let us
~all strive to meet him in Heaven, where thele wﬂl be. no SOr-
.rows and no more good-bys and where we can worshlp as one
in Chust Jesus | N
-—Wutten by the Deacan J A chl\emon N

'\\f {,bb, Ala . Route 1 ‘Box 176.

o o \IINISTDRS’ REPORTS B
Miles - traveled 1885
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Received " .he vy i, I L ; e eeaeas .~$123.0'U
E%cpensesl . -.'. S LR EE TR PR R P .0 73.00
- 50,00

| R J M \IURDOCK
T weeks’spem; in"Revivel-'Meetings.- -
- o | | ' Octeber 1, 1921
Dear B1ethren :—I submit- the follmnng as my  annual report
for services rendered during' this Assoclatlon year. I have served
5 churches this year. e | | o

Members received in the chu1ch thls VEAY L uetieienen e 110
Mo.iey Received . .... e s ettetaaeseitasitataaat o nannnns $218.561
- Money .paid out ..i..ieienns L R .13 ¥ A ¢

Number of tllllLS preached ......... et taera et L. 112
» ST | Respectfully submltted L
. G. W. CHERRY.

CONbTITUTION

_Article - 1. ThlS Assouatlon shall be composed of  delegates
eem annually from the churches -upon which it is based

 Article: 2. - Each church shall be -entitled to.two delegates for
CVEIy_, twenty-five members, and one delegate for the fractional
patt of twenty-five. . Providing any church having less than twen-
iy-iive w.embers, it shall be entitled to two delegates.

‘Article 3. The delegates from each church shall bear a let-
ter eeltlfymg their election, to ‘which shall be sumened a table
| "aL.ztmw the number baptized, received by confession of faith, by
letter, by restoratlon, dismissed by letter, excluded or died within
last Associational year, amount of "all contributions, the time of
_"“L' monthly meeting, the membership, ordained and licentmted
‘ministers with ‘their postoffice, and signed- by the pastm mld
| LlLllx of the church with their postofflce ,

~ Arnticle 4.° Newly constituted, or other chulches desiring ad-
1 ission into this union shali petltlon by delegation and letter and,
if upon examination, found to be orthodox and orderly, they shall
be received into the Association, and such 1ecept10n shall be man-
ifested by giving the right hand of fellowship. ' . |
| Article 5. It is expected that the. churches composing thlS |
“body will send delen'ates ‘and contrlbutlens every session and that
‘no church withdraw from the Aesocxatlen W 1thout aselgmng reason
for the intended withdrawal. | | B I

Article 6. The officers of this Association shall be a Mod-~

. eratur, Clerk Treasurer, Executive Committee, and Home NMission
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Beard The Executive Committee and Home M1ssmn Board shall-_

be composed of five members each. SEEETERNEE - .
- Article 7.  The  Association shall' mcet annually,. accerdmg

to adjournment, and shall have power to transact all business per-

taining to the general good of the body. | o
Articie 8 This constitution may be. altered or amended by

| .a.'n aJenty of the delegates present durlng any session:
| DECORUM.

=]

Arucle 1. .The ’\/Ioderater, Clerk, Tleasurer Executive Com- -

nnttee and H'ome Mission  Board shall be elected by ballot an-
nually. -

~Article 2. . Moderator shall premde over the dehberatlens et

Association when in session,preserve order and submlt metlens'_l
and other miatters. He shall have the same right to vote as any
~other men. bel,-and prov1ded the chair is' occupied,  the rlght to

| speech | o o . .
Altlcle 3. Every motlon recewmg a second shall be Sub-

nntted to the body unless withdrawn. . e

| Article 4. Only. one person shall be allowed te Speak at o

time and such gpeaker shall address the Moderator and shall not

be interrupted while. speaking, except by the Moderator, and then

~only when he departs from the ,subJect under debate. Prewded.

Lowever, any brother may . address ‘the Medelatel to a pelnt of.

order. . - -
~ Article 5. ‘The Clerk shall 1ecerd the pmc'eedings 'of'the
body when in sessu)n and supermtend the publication of the same
end de ‘all other writing pertalmng to the business of the Aseo.
ciation. He shall also preserve a file of the ‘minutes of bht_, Asg-
- sociation, vhleh he shall deliver to his successor in offlce

Artlcle 6. The Treasurer shall keep. a correct -acceunt of all

funds reeceived and disbursed by him, showing balance, if any,
on hand. He shall only pay out money on the order of the As-
sociation or the Executive Committee | S . |

Article 7. The Executive Commiittee shall hzwe pewel to ex-

ecute the laws and 1egulatlens of the Association when the Asso-
eiation is not in sessmn, and to make rules for their government,

provided such rules are not repugnant te the Censtltutmn or

Dcceorum of the Association.

Article 8. It shall be the duty ef the Heme Mlsswn Board
to work for church extension and church presewatlon for which
purpose. they shall draw on the Executive (‘emmlttee and various
churches for.the necessary funds when the Association is not in
session, The Board makes rules and regulations for their cwn

11
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'. gove ynment -that:are. not.in.conflict with the.Constitution _nr.--l)é-

corum of the Association. -
.Artlcle-.J. The Assocmtlon shall be opened and closed ‘Wlth

Atticle 12. --—-Thls Dewrum may be alteled or amended by. a

"1 ajority oi tne delegates:present: during.any. session. -

'CHURCH .DECORUM.

1.” The <church-'may- choose a pastor: annually at the last

‘regular- conference in. Associational - year;:or if ‘they prefer, it

n:ay choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time, to coacmuc

- ironm-year-to year; so- 101'115' as tney may deem it proper to keep
up- .connection,: S L .

- 2" When it becomes: necessary, : &:-pasior may be chosen..at

‘any. 0the1 time, but-if the choice be made at a special conference,

tae tnne must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.
+ 3.: The pastor shall be moderator of the- church; but' when

| he is absent or does not sit as-moderator being. pluent sone .suit-

abie brothw :shall be appointed:to sit in his place. .
~4..-'T'hes pastor: of each ‘church shall- have power. to form a

'pleﬂ'b;ftely ‘and «ordain ‘deacons: for - the churéh; also examine
- preachers who may apply fmﬂsuch also to examine. ﬁrdade min-

isters who make: applicatith to our. order, shall be set almn; in

| anl-.., but not re-ordained.

‘5. 'There-shall be two or more- deac.ons 1n the. ehurcn whose
duty it shall-be to superintend the collection ‘and dlsbursement of

“the contributions: made’ by the church for:the pastor, ete., and to
"dlqtrlbute the bread and wme in the Admmlstratlon of the Lmd’
_Supper ' . | | | e

6. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refusa

~“or -neglect. to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor .to .as-

certain the' cause, the same may b(, laid before the chulch in con-
ference if necessaly -

7.. Some> suitable ‘member shall be appointed Clerk, and it

- shall ke his.duty to do all the recording and'ﬁthér writing per--
- taining--to: the: business of the. chulch and to pleserve a tlle of
~the minutes of the Association. | -

8. When a new Clerk is appointed, all the- boohs ete., be-

"longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his

predecessor. v i
9. When 2 chmch dcems 1t necessary, a committee of not

~less than three male members. well acqualnted ‘with businesg,

shall be appointed whose duty it shall be to give advice to breth-

12
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‘rén who apply to them relatlve to case of de&lmg, etc,, with the
church, ' FL | T
10. The church shall hold a twc days meetmg monthly, en-
‘ bracing Saturday and the Lord’s Day flolcwmg, the fl].bt *of wh1ch
shall be the regular time of conference.: S

11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and fernale,
‘to attend. each conference meeting if they can, for on that day
ule jastor is cxpected to instruct the -church in a spiritual man-
ner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, dlsc1plme
uind the rule of holy living. - |

- Any church member who sha-ll fail to attend th1ee suc-

- cessive confelcpces, and any member whatever who may be gen-
~erally remiss in attending the meetings of the church according to
the covenant (Art. 10.), shall be cited to appear in conference and
answer for neglect, but the church may exempt members- from
~this rule if necessaivy. | S , | f

13. Conference after prayer and dlvme service shall be opened
and conducted as follows: - (1) Inviting. brethren to. seats (2)
| Opcmng, door of church for the reception of members.. (3) Call-
ing for the reading of the minutes of the last conference.. (4)
Calling for Absentees. (5) -Acknowledgements. - (6). For new
matters of dealing which are to come before the body (8) For
1n1.3.e lineous business, | oL s e -

14. Visiting blethlen, as helps called frcm s1ste1 churchcs
shall be ailowed to spcal and make motions but not allowed to
-'\Utb | , ' .;_ o PR SRR
15 Any’ crdclly 1 cmLu of the Baptist church may be re-
cewed into the church without a letter, when it is made apparent
‘that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that he has
applied for a letter and could not obtam it because he desired to |
- Jomn this or some other sister church. All other members must

~ join by letter or baptism. - . .
~ 16. No member shall be received withbht the unanimous
consent of thé members present, but unreasonable:objections shalj
not be valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes them
sha!l be liable to be taken under dealing by the church,

- 17. When the moderator. calls for the absentees, the clerk
shall inform the church what' members have been absent from
‘three ‘successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint
some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next con-
ference | - SR R
~ 18.  No member shall be expelled unlcss he has bcen cited’

‘LEIbﬂ‘]y or in writing to "ttend his trial, provided his residence
be Lnnwn to the chulch | .

13
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19, When a witness, not a member of the church, is intro-
duced he shall not be examined till the question has been put to
-the elnm_h “Will you. hear the testimony. ot this witness?”

-+ 20. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledg*
nient shall be minuted in the church book. _ - |
. 21. Members dismissed from the church by lette1 who be
come: disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good
reason, shall be cited to the conference to answer for their conduct,
. 22, Expelled members may be restored to {fellowship on
iheir petition if their walk since expulsion has. convinced - the
church. that they have sincerely repented of.their.former evil
conduct - S : | . .
A vote: shall not be taken upon any question vnthout a
niove and a second, and in all mlportant questions the vote shall
 be taken by rlsmg to the feet, | o
. 24. No motion shall be made whlle a move and second 1s
helole the conference. NI ' _ .

25, It : shall  be consldmed dlsordelly for .any member to
absent himself from conference when an important question is to
be deecided, but a member upon his request may be exempted
‘from voting on either side in peculilar cases. : . . |

26. No member shall leave the house during conference with-
out sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering
without being subject to be called to order by the Moderator.

- 27. . All discussions in conference must be conducted with
calir ness and good feeling: Those who wish to speak must rise to
tiieir feet and address the mooelator and keep to tlle point in
the debate. | o S . :

28. . No one shall speak more than three times on the sams
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall. the re-
- arks of any one be unreasonably long. N -

29. When the nioderator speaks in debate he must nominato
some blother in his stead. : S

- No one shzall be lntelruptetl whlle -,peakmg unleqs it is
“necessary to call him to order. S

31. It shall be the rule. of the thlI'C"l to attend to the ad-
ministration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year, ond"
the expenses are to be paid by the church, -

- 32. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but
the ﬂdmmlstratlon shall not be deferled on account of anv ordl-

nary matter of deahng | ‘ o
h 33.- Feet Washmg shall be attended to as the ehurch f-ees
proper. | | I | | | i
34 Public faqtmg, hunnhatmn and prayver shall be observed

14
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on proper oceasions.

85, The Decorum may be amended ‘or altered by the vote of
two-thirds of the members plesent at any two successwe monthly
conferences. - -

A RTIC LES OI‘ FAITH

OF GOD——We believe that there-is one- and only one
hvmg and true God, infinite in all His attrlbutes, the Crea.tm,;

Preserver and Governor  of the universe, ‘revealed to -us in ‘the

Scriptures as the I‘ather, Son and Holy Ghost —Tlm 1:7; Ismah_
45:22; St John 17:2.. - - .. . . S

2 THE HOLY SCRIPTURES—-—We beheve the scrlptureb of
the Old and New Testaments were given by the 1nsp1rat10n of
God and are binding nn -111 as our infallible rule ‘of falth and'_
plactlce —II. Tim. 3:16; "Rom. 16:4' and 4: 23-24;Peter 1:21; =

3. OF CHRIST——We beheve he is God manifest in the flesh:"
being in His divine nature the true God, in’ human nature: the

true man, united .in person the Me_s*siah‘and the mediator for the |
| 1edempt10n of the world ——Luke :4-12 inclusive: Matt 1 18 21

4. OP THE HOLY SPIRIT——-—We belleve that He is the third

person in the Holy Trlmty and posessses all personal dwme at-
tmbutes being the Reprover, Comforter and Sanctlfler -——-St John
14 25; 15-26 a«nd 16: 715 mcluswe - | |

"OF SALVATION—That the blessmgs of salvatmn are

w ade flee to all by the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty of .
~ all to receive it'by cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing.
prevents -the salvation of .any, so long as the.spirit continues to
strive with them; but their own voluntary refusal to submit " to
the Lnrd Jesus Christ.—Rom, 1:16; Phil. 2:12; Heb 2:3.

6. THE FALL OI‘ MAN—-We beheve that man was cwated

sinless, but by disobedience fell into a state of .sin and condemna-

tion. All his posterity inherited this falling nature and all who
come to years of accountability will sin and come. short of the
glory of God except that they receive Salvatmn through the Lord
Jesus Christ.—Gen. 8:6, 1-2¢, 5 1, and 9 6; Ro‘m 3 23 Malk-
1G: 16 Acts 10:43. |

7. ATONEMENT—We belleve that Chust in HIS great com-
passion offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead; therefore God
desires the salvation of all, and the gospel invites all, and whom-

soever will may come and partakf, of the waters of llfe —1, Cor
1:7;. Eph. 5 2; Heb 2:9; Rom. 5:5; Rev. 22-17, |
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- 8. . OF LLECTION——We beheve ‘that God ha.s not flxed the
futme -state . of man by any uucondltlonal decree delivered from

the beginning, except to save all who comply with the terms of
- salvation.—John 8:31; Luke 11:28; Acts.10:35; Deut. 11:26-28.

). OF PERSEVERA\TCE—-WL beheve that IlOIIL will. be fin-

ally suved but those who through grace persevere in holm‘ess,_ to

the uld -—Juhn 8:31;, Tim. 1:19; Peter, 2:21-22.

10; GOSPEL ORDINANCES—We beheve that baptlsm or the
‘burial of believers in water and the Lord’s Supper and Washing’

of the. Saint’s feet are Urdmances _to.be perpetuated .under the

(..wpel of umvelbal salvatlon and to _be observed by all true be-
Lievers. Reierence for baptlsm John. 3:5 and Rom. 6:4. Refer-
gnce for the Lord’-,:. buppt,r Matt, .26 26 28 Reference or uash-ﬂ

g the bamt’s feet 13 a 17 mcluswe

"11.. THE LORDS SUPPER——We bellwe th‘lt the Lord’s .
Buppu -was ~instituted by our Savior as & commemorative .ordi-

nance; ‘that the bread and wine represents. His body and blood;

that it was instituted for Chnstlanﬁ, and that all Chrlstmas should

unite in performmg the sacred servwe, 1ega1dless of name de

nommatlon or dlbtlnCtI{)n -—(;al 6: 4 Matt. . 10; Rom 4 3-4

OF" THE RESURRECTION—-—We beheve in the resul-f

rectlon of the dead and a geneml Judgment and when the resur-
rection- takes place the soul and the body- will reunite and form

an inunortal ‘being, that the righteous will be received into ever-.
lasting happiness. and. the  wicked driven into everlasting dark-.

nebs, wwhere there will. be - weeplng and gnashing . of teeth —John

129 Acts 14 163 Isa. 17; Heb 9: 27

_———

o .,(,).RQER, 01*‘.-,-,_.BU$1NESS

, . Olganme
Invite visiting. brethl'en'to seats with us. - a
"'Call for letters from the dlfferent churches -
Call for petltlonaly letters. '

.. Call. for corre-apondence flom snstm _Assocmt:' e

*Appmnt Commlttees VR

"Call roll and read Dec*orum S LA

.16,_'

1

2

3

: aTh o
oo Elect offlcers - . . | .1 I |

.G ‘

7
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9. Appoint Correspondents to Sister Associations.
10. Call for report of committees. o

11, Call ‘fo'_r~Trea_suljer’s_,.r_eport:, .

12, Call for n1i3cellaneons business.
]J' Adjournment -

ORDAI\IED '\IINISTERS

| L. bhandler, Sprmgfleld Ashford Ala G W Cherry,_"
I‘lmreot Dothan, Ala i3 lW S Cook Unlon Sprmgs Pansy, Ala.: ,
W T Carter H1clxory Glove. Closby, Ala G W Nobles, New Hal--:'
rneonv Cottonnood Aln A M Klrkland New Hope, Mldland Clty;-:-;
Ala ; A L Granger, New Llfe, Glangeburg, Ala 3 R L Hunte1
Nev». Pllgrlm Columbla, Ala.; J.. C Ingram, Pleasant Holne Ash-’
f{)ld Ala Y J M Murdock, Howard Grove Ashford Ala o xG W
Ohff Hon«ard Grove, Ashford Ala J D Pearce. New Halmony,'f'
_Cottonnood Ala.; ; C. G Ray, New Harmony, Cotbonwood Alo,?
J. D Stephens chkoly Grove Marlanna, Fla Joseph Whltaker,i
Howard Glote, Aehfold, Ala J. Al Wldner, Sprmgfleld Ceda1.fj
Spung"e, Gn H J_ D. Calloway, _New Harmony, \Iormnna, Fla L

C. Ml\on, Pleasant Home, Geneva, Ala ; CJDL Berry, East Pltt-f"

man, Blach Ala W W Tlemontana, East Plttma-n, Gracewlle,

I“In W H Banks, Sne‘lds, I‘la

LICENTIATES—-—A B. Rodney,_l’rospect Webb Ala. .' oos
A Sellers, New Hmmony, Cottonwood A]n .} S J Ra]ey, Umon
Spnngs. Webb Alo T . | |
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' STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIATIUN
" The State Line Free Will Baptist. Asseciatien,'.vas organtzed at

Howard Grove Church, November 20th,‘ 1886. -

b

18

Year Moderator Clerk Church . Mem.
1886—D. L. Chandler Calvin Dykes ...... Hewmd Grove .. 449
1887—D. L. Chandler Calvin Dykes  ...... Beulah ......... 571
1888-—R. M. Gray... Calvin Dykes ...... Macedonia ..... 403
1889-—R. M. Gray... Calvin Dykes ....... Friendship ..... 516
1850—R. M. Gray... Calvin Dykes ..... . Lovewood ...... 4473
1891—‘—;-R;j~‘l\IL"Grey .. Calvin Dykes .. .... Prospect ....... 339
1892—R. M Gray... Calvin Dykes ...... Silver Run ..... 444
1893—D. L. Chandler J. D. Stephens ..... Hickory Greve ,.."450'
1894—R. -M: Gray... d. D. Stephens ..... “SpringHill -oo L. 422
1895—D. L. Chandler J. D. Stephens ..... Pittran Creek . 503
1896—Calvin Dykes. J. D. Stephens' .....  Howard Grove . 568
1897—D. L. Chandler J. D. Stephens ..... New Hope ..... 653
18398—D. 'L:. Chandler J. D. Stephens ~«++-- Rocky Grove ... 633
1899—D. L. Chandler J.- D. Stephens..... Prospect s ..... 671
1900—G. " \W. . Cherry. J.. D. Stephens ...... Free Will Rest. 803
1901——-—Calvm Dykes. J. W. D. Stephens... . Antioch: ........ 016
1902—Calvin “Dykes. J. 'W. -D. Stephens... Union Springs .. 947 -
1903—J. D. StephensJ. W. D. Stephens... Hickory Grove .. 786
1804—J. D. .S‘t'ephellis J. W. D. StEphen.S.- . Howald Grove . 786 ’
1905-—J.. D.. 'Stephens J. W. D. Stephens. .. New Pilgrim. ... 745.
1906—J. D. Stephens J. W. D. Stephens... Springfield ..... 958
1007—R. L. Hunter. J. W. D. Stephens... Rocky Grove ...1099
1908—J. D. Stephens J. W.. D. Stephens... Pleasant Howe . 1199
1909—J. D. Stephens J. W. D. Stephens... Free Will Rest .1315
- 1910——D. L. Chandler J. W. D.  Stephens... Silver Run ....1365
1911—D. L. Chandler J. W. D. Stephens... New Life .....1442
1912—D L. Chandler J. W. D. Stephens... Pittman Creek. .1477
1913—J. M. Murdock J. W. D. Stephens... Spring Hill ....1462
 1914—G."W. Cherry. J. W. D. Stephens... Union Springs ..1553
1915—J. ‘D.. Stephens J, W. D. Stephens... Hickory Grove .1721
1916—W. S. Cook .. J. W. D, Stephens... Rgﬂk:y Grove ...1611
1917—W. 8. Cook ..J. W. D. Stephens... Long Branch 1715
1918—W. S. Conk .. dJ. W. D. StEphens.. I\Iagno]lq _____ 14506
C1910-——-W. S, ('aok .. d. W. D, Stephens... New Hope .... 1646
1620—-G W. Cllb‘{'lfy J. W. D. Stephens... Prospect ...... 1804
1921—G. W. Cherry. J. W. D. Stephens... Howards Grove .2004
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F'reewi"ﬁ’s Rest . j_. M. Murdock ....... TEREERE J. A. Ba}:t_er,“ Snéa&s, Fla. . ORI RN 4 8] 3{ 1 . -F:I 1]' ol -l lU4_|_ 4|7b 1-3'«":5 l.bui. .. -I§598.60i$ 5UU~OOT$100-00[ 40 H. W. Lawrence, Grandfi_dge,. Fla. .
Hickory Grove .|J. Houston, S. Eley, G. W.}J. W. D. Stephens, Bascom, Fla. RIUPRIS I N 7; 4 i 205 4] 2.60] 1-50i ..} 56. ‘75| - 500.00 100.00] 76 1J. W. D. Stephens, Bascom, Fla. ...
Howard’s Grove.|G. W. Cherry ..‘.;...(Knowles J. R. Adams, Ashford, Ala. ....... .| 44) 1] 4| 1] 6] 6] 3] 277 3| 2.00] 3.00[....}.....] 1,000.00] 250.00} 45|E. S. Jones, Ashford, Ala. .........
Long Branch ...|G. W. Cherry ..........- -«.. | G. L. Thurston, Coffee Sprimgs, Ala.. | 14} 3| 5i-..l.. .. ... 7T4] 1p 200 2.000....] 43 ‘?5} - 500.00| 175.00 7_8!.] T. Spears, Geneva, Ala.
Magnolia .......{R. L. Hunter citerssecsssssss | A, W, Hickman, Dothan, Ala ....... 1!' 2o 2400 1) 62 3| 1.50 B0]. . ] 35.90] 1000 00] 250,00 e e
- New Harmony ..{J. M. Murdock ........... ....|A. J. Granger, Cottonwood, Ala. .... | 2. 3eed peelen ) 173) 2] 2.0010 2.000.. .1 28.00)  500. 001 1‘)0-09[ 40 | Preston Granger, Cottonwood, Ala. ..
New Hope .....|J. C. Ingram ......... cerees C. R. G, Kirkland, Midland City. Ala. 11!:] R . l 46[ 3! .50]_' iy A P R ] R Ceeens e eneeee
_N¢W-Life' ceve.. td. M. Murdock ..... et eeeccnns A. L. Granger, Grangeburg, Ala. ... | 12; 61 cofeed i.if [ 142 2/ .50 LOOf.. ..% 20.00! 150.‘30|..' SR 1 B et eenennnaes e
New Pilgrim ...|G. W. Cherry .............. . |J. S.-Hunter, Columbia, Ala. ........ Blo..t 3. ].-] 1) 82 4] 1.00! 1.0 4., 500.00| 150.001° 60{J. M. Bxackm, Ashford, Ala. ..... .
Pleasant Home.. L. C. Mixon ...........000en M. M. Hicks, Genei’a, Ala ....... o 11 11 2] 6] 2|. - 1) 158] 3| 1.50 1 50[.. : .;'15 20) £00.00} 150.00] 36{J. A. Jordan, Geneva, Ala. ...... SN
Pleasant Ridge..|A. M. Kirkland .............. B. F. Smith, Cottonwood, Ala. ...... B o]eee]eee] 8 34 4] 75 TB]L. -] e e e e e
Prospect ..... .o {Jd. C. Eldridge ...ovvvvinnnaol. ... e e e e e cee b 2120 2000000000 1)L 00 10 176f 8| - 1.50] 1.50].. ..| 85.651 1,500.00] 200.00]...1........ SR et ere e PR
Rocky Grove ....{J. M. Murdock ...... e v jd. L Dame]s, B'v-f'o,.n I‘Ia ......... 31 3[}‘]]1 68| 1] .50 1.00}. .| 25.00 1,000.00] 501.00]. .. M D Robinson, Greenwood Fla, ...
Shiloh .......... J. L. Parker ...... cevereesene  Wo G Odory, Columbia, Ala. ....... 1ol 2]]! 5l...] 1| 56 3| 7,;] 1.00§.. ..| 30.00f 100.00] &9 L AP
- Springfield .....|D. L. Chandler .............. AR B Ingram, Webb, Ala. ..........t 3l...] 6] 4] 2[...| 3] 69 2f 209[ 1.65].. .-|.....] 700.00]...... 46 | John Prevatt, Webb, Ala. ..... -
Spring Hill ..... [R. L. Hunter ......cvovuv.n.. III ‘D. Robinson, Gordon, Ala ...... . 4] [N DS D SR PO R | 61} 1] 1.00] 1.00 1.00] 23.85 400.00 100.00). .. ¢ ..cvveenntt P N
Union Springs . iS.' Eley oivveiinvennss 10 Z. Henderson, Pansey, Ala. ......1 6] 2l...1...1. 2] 1} 4] 152| 2! 1.50] 1.50].. ..] 50.00] 1,500.00f 400.00f... ... ...ttty PP |
_I]fbf;t Plttman .o |L C. Mixon v.o..uv.... PP . ' Joe Sowell, Blarzk Ala. ...... e, 231 3., . 4]-..!._..|...| 1151 1) 1.501  1.501 125! 35.00 '150.00 - 50.001.., A S |
| TOTAL 1167 26| 31| 17! 33| 11| 2312004]. .. 24..%;0_1 24.40] 2.5 | ..... . P . |481 |
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