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PROCEEDINGS

The State Line Free Will Baptlst Asseclatlon met Wlth Hick-

ory Grove Church, Jackson County, Fla., in its 42nd Annual Ses-
sion Thursday October 6, 1927.-

| Introductory Sermon preached by Rev. R. L. Hunter Text:
4th Chapter Ephesians and 2rd verse, 4th Chapter Timothy.

Prayer by Bro, J. C. Eldr1dge d’smissed until 1 :30 o’clock
- for dinner. -

) -
T/ | THURSDAY P M.

The bedy was called ‘to order by the Mcderator readmg for

a lesson 1st Psalm. after which prayer was offered by Rev. E.
A Drake.

l'f Invited Visiting'Brethren to seats with us, Called for letters
from the different churches

The Moderator appointed J C Howell and Bro Henry Mel-
vin to read létters, names of churches and delegates

New Pilgrim—R. P. McGriff. Tom Crary, L. D, Smith, J, S.
| Cenner Harvey Smith, Mrs Tem Crary.

Pleasant Heme——J C. Hewell A. J. Granger J. A, Callaway,
J. F. Capps J. B. Strickland. - -

Prospect—J W. Conner, C. L Hayes, C. G. Prevatte Luther
Battles, Sisters Nela Hayes, Dolly Conner, Rosa Prevatt.

New Hope—C. R. G. Kirkland, EﬁSther Barnes. |
‘Rocky Greve-+Addis Robinson, W. C. Robinson.

Hickory Grove—John Barnes, Jack Hatcher, Winston Ditty,
- Cecil Oswald, R, B. Robinson, G. W. Long, Annie Baxter, Cynthia
Holloway, Katie Green, Mary Alice Baker, J. W.- D. Stephens.

: Union Springs—W. E. Glass, W. H. Je_nkins, ‘W. . Sims,
Ida Jenkins, Pennie Knight, I. A. Tolar, O. Z. Henderson, |

: -'Hewards Grove—-——Mildred -Jones, Ray Snell, Dewey Jones,
Addis Nollin, Sis, Jones, Ruby Collins, J. R. Adams, sister J. R.

o Adams W J. Sowell and W1fe

East Pitman—Sam McDuff1e Jesme Busby, D. W. Retherford, |
Rena, Paul Bonme Retherford ' |




State Line Free Will Baptist Association

Shiloh—O. S. Rayon, Nick Edmonson.
Happy Home—Warn Jones,
Springfield—Willie Ingram, R. E. Rabon.

Free Will Rest—H. C. Harrison, M. J. Mercer C. T Mercer.
G. B. Mercer

Magnolia—T, M. Dasinger, G. R. Dunlap, A. W. chkman,
J. C. Jones, O. F. Matthews,

Happy Hour—R. J. Pelham. -
Corinth—W, O, Baxley, Crawford Bright, J. F. Roberson,
Long Branch—G. L. Thurston. a

Spring Hill—H. E. Peterson, Hamp Anderson.

Piney Grove—By Prexy

On motion of M J. Mercer that letters be received Wlth
amendment to leave out Magneha letter. Called for Petltlenary'
letters—None Presented.

On motion R. B. Reblnsen that Moderator and Clerd be elect-
ed by Talley."

Moderator appSi’ﬁted R. G. Hatcher, J. W. D. Stephens, Ralph
Oswald to get Homes for the delegates from the different churches

Rev. J. J. Burdeshaw was elected Moderator and J, W. D.
Stephens was elected Clerk, |

| By motion of R. B. Robinson Rev. G. W. Cherry was made
assistant Moderator. |

L Called for Correspondents from 51ster Assoclatlons The
following brethren were received:

| Martin+E. A, Drake,.
1 - leerty—C 1.: Wells, W. A. Elmore,
- .Salem———J C Eldrldge, Henry Melvm

o WE, TR ww A R m R T - ———— . . - e, I T T Lo T - jnain
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.': ef ]| ' As Henerary Member 1. W. Breem

K | | | ‘On motion the delegates and honorary member were received
l| . ard glvep rlght hand of fellewshlp *

_5 f{l | o The letter from Magnella Church was re- -read and on motion
. ) adopted, |

i Prayer was offered for Rev. W. S. Cook, by Rev. E. A. Drake.
| Divine service committee appointed. .
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| On motion adjourned till 8:30 a, m. Friday. Benedlctlcn by | L
Moderatcr o | L | |

FRIDAY MORNING | A |

Called to erder and Mcderator read 11th chapter of John, t_ﬂ.
Prayer by J. M. Murdock. Letter from Long Branch Church o
recelved | - |

Called Roll and Read Decerum |
~ On motion substitute members to fill vacancies in delegations
The following committees were appointed.
- Divine Services—fC_ B. Green, J. F. Capps, J. W. Conner. -
\..Documents—@G. L. Thurston, M. J. Mercer W. E. Glass. | |

-~ “Education—J. S, Hunter, E. A. Drake, J. S. Conner, J. Ci-
Howell

Home M1ssmns—A J. Granger,.J. C. Eldridge, W. H. Jen- i
“kins, - .

Ncmmatmns—J R. Adams, John Barnes, G. R. Dunlap, C.
R. G Kirkland. - \

- Suggcstlcns—Wlllle Hutto J. M Murdock, Coly Prevatt E.
W. King. -

| Sunday Schocls—J.' C. Howeli, A. H. Goafrey, J. A. Calloway, o
Nina Howell, Cyntha Holloway, Dollie Conner, | | )

o Te'mperance—-R.' L. Hunter,Annie Baxter, Ida Jenkins, Pen-
nie Knight.

. Finance—J. L. ‘Battles, Cecil Oswald, W. F. Simes, J. W.

_qugers | o
. N |
.Obituaries—R. R McGriff, Addis Robinson, James C Ellis |

~I\fary Alice Baker Etta Barnes. ’ ‘ | |

_L

-+ State of Churches and Character of Ministers—O0O. Z. Hen-
| dersen H. E. Peterson, W. T, Jones, W. O. Baxley, J N Edmon-
son. |

¥

Repert on Documents was read and adepted

. The following brethren were received: as correspondents and
-glven ‘the right hand of fellowship.

From Seutheastern—J L. Parker, Sister J. L. Parker J. B
Parker. -
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From Midway—Willie Wiley.
Intermission 10 minutes before preaching.

Rev. E, A. Drake preached the 11:00 o’clock sermon. Rev.
Willie Wiley closing.
Dismissed for diner.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

The moderator called the bedy to order. Read 103 Psalm
and offered prayer, . |

Report on Home Missions read and adopted.

The letter from .Happy Hour was received. . °
Report on Education read and adopted.

Report on Nominations read and adopted.

Report on Suggestions read and adopted.

Report on Sunday Schools read and adopted.
Report on Temperance read and adopted.

Report 'on Obituaries read and adopted with the amendment

that the Obituaries appear in the minutes.

Report on State of Churches,and Character of Ministers

read and adopted

Corresponding delegates to sister conventions:
Liberty—J. C. Howell, J. F. Capps.

Salem—R. G. Hatcher, J. W. D. Stephens.

Midway—G, W. Cherry, Emma Hare. - .
Marten—R. L. Hunter, E. W. King. L .

Southeastern—J. S. Hunter, J. J. Burdeshaw, G. W. Knoblcs,

G. W. Cherry.
Report on Finance Read and adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS

On motion of M. J. Mercer, erase Rev. C. G. Ray’s and W.
H. Banks name from ministers list because they had joined
elsewhere. |

"Corresponding delegates to General Conference—J. C. How-

ell, R. G. Hatcher. It convenes at Ayden, N, C. on Wednesday

Thursday and Friday before the 3rd Sunday in June 1928.

| Appointed representatlves to Ala. State Convention—1J.- S.
Hunter, G. W, Cherry.

On motion of M. J. Mercer, suspended .'regular order of busi-

4
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ness and re-elected by acclamation the same Executve Commit-

“tee and the same Home Mlssmn Boord and the same Treasurer,
. R. B. Robinson."

| Treasurers Report read and adopted.
'On motion pay Clerk $12.50, |

-

By Inotion of M. J. Mercer tender heartfelt thanks to
Hickory Grove church and commumty for their kmd hospitality
shown us durmg our session.

Rev. G. W. Oliff had left our dencmination and his namsa
~-was asked to be erased from the ministers list.

_On~ motion of J, C. 'Howrel], put Rev. J. M. Murdcck in the
evangelistic field next year. GCollect pay where he goes.

- Took up Frce Will Offering for New Hope Church, of $6.50.
On motion donate $10.00 to New Hope Church out of Treas- -

. ury.

! - On motion. of E. W. King adjourned. Took parting hand.
- Prayer by Rev. E. A, Drake. -

The next session meets with New Hope Church on Thursday
at 11:00 o clock before the second Sunday in Qctober 1923.
REV. J. J. BURDESHAW_  Mod.
J. W. D. STEPHENS, Clerk

REPORTS CF COMMITTEES

L

' REFORT ON DIVINE SERVICES

We your committee on Divine Scrvices make the following

| report to-w1t Bro. Willie Hutto preach at 7:30 to-night and
.- Bro Henry Melvin to close.

Bro E. A. Drake to preach tomorrow at 11:00 o’clock and
Bro Wlllle Wiley to close. |

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DCCUNENTS

We your Committee on Documents submit the following re-
port to-wit: We urge ‘our m:nisters to use their. best effor.s for
the promotion of Christ’s kingdom. We further recommend that
our pastors .introduce our denommatloral pape ‘“‘The Free Wiil
~Baptist” and that we use our Frce Will: Baptist Sunday School -
literature, also that we use the best Sacred Song books

G. L. THURSTON, Chairmon_

——

o
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il

REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE

We your committee on Education make the following report.
We know We must have an educated ministry, we therefore urge
each pastor and the delegation present  of this Association to
continuously urge each church to provide means to take care of
the educational interest as the Lord prospers them. We urge
cach church to provide 10 cents per eapita per annum and turn
over any amount received to the treasurer of the Association to
be held and used only for the spec1flc purpose of educatlng minis-
ters. | |
Signed

J. S, HUNTER,

E. A. DRAKE

J. S. CONNER,
J. C. HOWELL.

REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS

We your committee on Home Missions, seeing the great need
of mission work in the bounds of our association resolved that
each pastor and church endeavor to raise home mission money by
urging the church and taking up collections for that purpose and
any preacher or church failing to do so will not be in good stand-
ing with this association, . |

A. J. GRANGER

REPORT OF NOMINATION COMMITTEE

We your committee on Nominations beg lief to report: We
nominate New Hope for the next session of the Association. We
also nominate Bro. J. 8. Hunter to preach the introductory ser-
mon. Located 8 miles North of Midland City, Alabama

J. R. ADAMS,
JOHN BARNES
- G. R. DUNLAP . |
C. R. G. KIRKLAND
Committee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUGGESTIONS

We your committee on Suggestions beg leave to make the
following report to-wit: We suggest that the pastors of each
church instruct the deacons to look after the contributions of each
church, also take interest in the preservation of our church pro-

perty.
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We suggest that our Deacons.use their influence to allay
strife in our churches and to preserve peace and hamony.

“We further suggest that our people be moe punctual in the
observance of our ordinances, especmlly the Sacrament and feet
washing. |

; - -_ o | W, T. HUTTOQ, Chairman -

—

" REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

- We your committee on Sabbath Schools beg to make the
following report—Train up the child in the way he should go
and when he is old he will not depart from it, and as the Sabbath
School is the ideal place to gather them and train them togetner,
we urge that each pastor and church make an earnest effort to
maintain a Sabbath School for 12 months, and to us2 the Free
W’ﬂl Baptist Literature and also the Freewill Baptist Faper.

We find some of our Pastors not urging Sunday School as
they. should, we therefore ask them to continuously urge Sunlay
~School and be ready to give an answer why a Sunday School IS
" not in each church in their care.

Respectfully Submitted,
J. C HOWELL, Chalrman

REPORT OF TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE

- We your Committee on Temperance subm:t the following
report to-wit: That we be temperate in all things, that
- we . s peak the things becomes a . Christian.  That
we subdue our passions, and keep our desires in due bounds.
That we totally abstain from intoxicating drinks. .Pro, 20th chap-
ter 1st. verse—Wine is a mocker and strong drink is raging who-
soever 1s ‘deceived, thereby not wise. So brethren we see that
wise men will not be deceived by strong drink, we recommend
that the churches of this association deal with any member that
‘makes, sells or drinks intoxicating drinks. Instruct in prayer
and pray always without ceasing and we should always give
prayer and supphcatlon to God. |

ANNIE BAXTER
- IDA JENKINS
" PENNIE KNIGHT

REPORT OF TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE

We your committee on Temperance beg to make the follow:.ng
report: First we find intemperance to be the prime evil of ali

7
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i ~ State Line Free Will Baptist Association f-
L 1 crime, wrecking homes and our rising generations, and churches . |
o in most sections. o | |
By '*ji;; - Therefore we sincerely ask that all christians t_ake a perma-
| | | ment stand against said evil, and to, we ask the State Line Asso-
= | _f:'i . ciation will not support any efflcer or candldate that will not-
‘ | condemn this evil. S ’ ~
| . | : Respectfully Submitted,
ih] r ~ REV, R. L. HUNTER, Chalrman
: STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OF MINISTERS

i L We your committee submit the follewmg report, to-wit:

:_} We find all the churches in the association in very good

IT | standing, so far as we can ascertain.

que ' We find the ministers all in goed standmg, so far as
1 - -~We can learn. | |

4 g e
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Respeetfully Submitted, =~
O. Z. HENDERSON, Chairman.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES

Lo L S

i We your committee on Obituaries submit the following re-
; i port to-wit: We find the following deaths: -
l! . - Magnolia Church—Mrs. Lula Matthews, Bro. Bob Lee
B li | Spring Hill—J. S. Butler.
1B Pleasant Home—Lexie Myers.
i | : Free Will Rest—L. E. Powell.
:5:* Springfield—Beckie McClendon, Sallie Davis.
Nl East Pitman—Rev. J. D. Berry, Lonzy Bryant.
1l | Howard Grove—Laura. Oliver, Annette Elmore, Bro. J F.
l ; | | Johnson. |
H | Union Springs—T. J. Sims, Z. E. Henderson
i' | | : Hickory Grove—Ruthie 1. Avery. |
tt | - Rocky Grove—Truddie Baxter, Henry Smith.
& | ' Prospect-~—Haylet Turner, Anne Cherry, Lorine Henderson.
1‘ R. R. McGRIFF, Chairman
o - REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE |
L | We your committee on Finance make the following report
i to-wit: | Y o
1y | Received for Associational Purposes ... e $33.75
‘ | Received for Minutes _ _ oo o o e L e mee 34.40
1' | Received for Missions ____________ _ ..._“.:__'___'_ ________ .15
aEctH | - Received for Education _________ e e 4.00
|: . Total ____________ e~ $79.30
| | | Respectfully Submitted,
: l] N | J. L. BATTLES, Chairman
B ' | 8
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TREASURERS REPORT. FOR 1927
Amount Brought Forward |
~ For Home Missions oo _ - __.__. ____ 176.82
For Education _____ _____ o _ o ____ 14.08
Total amount brought forward ______ - 90.90
“Amount Received 1926 |
. For Associational Purposes _____._ e 32.80
For Minutes . . e 35.50
- Amount Tabled —___.________ S - 210
- For Home Missions _____________ U _ 730
- By J. D. Pearce for Ass’n Purposes .._.__.. 1500 =
Total Amount Received ____________ C 92,70
o "‘Making a Total of _____._____ - .. 183:60
Amount Paid Out | | '
Paid Clerk .o oo e -- 12.00
For Minutes and Postage . __ . ___ _______ 47.40
" Admittance in the General Conference ____ 10.00
~ Total Amount Paid Out ____________ 69.40
‘Which Leaves a Balance on Hand .
| For Home Missions __ . . ___.____. 84.12
For Education ________________________ - 14.08
“For Associational Purposes ~_._________ 16.00 .
Total Amount On Hand __.__________ - 114.20

Respectfully Submitted, .
. R. B. ROBINSON, Treasurer

Gordon, Alabama

REPCRT.ON WORK
. Traveled Miles ;________“;__; _________________ Y L____ 608

Served Churches — - __ ... 4
Preached Sermons . _ oo o __ e 138 °
" Held Funeral Services —__._____ e e 9
‘Married Couples — oo __ e e e 8
. Expenses ._______ S $32.00
Received — - e == $116:00

Yours in Christ,
~ J. M, MURDOCK
'LONZY BRYANT

In sacred memory of Sister Lonzy Bryant who departed this
life March 19, 1927, She had been a member with us at East
- Pittman for several years. She leaves a husband, father, (7)
children and other relatives to mourn her departure. We learned

9
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to love her and hope to meet her in the Golden By and'By wh_ere_.k

all is peace and love.

REV. J. D. BERRY -

In sacred memory of our beloved Brother J. D. Berry, who

departed this life April 18, 1927. He was a faithful member with

us at East Pitman for several yecars. - He leaves a wife and three

" children and ether relatwes and a host of friends to mourn his"

dcparture. He 1s gone but not forgotten. Never will _hls memory
fade, loving thoughts forever linger around the grave where he

. '1s now laid. A precious one from us has gone, a vacant place is
in our church which never can be filled.. We hope to nieet him .
'in the great beyond where there will be no tear dimmed eyes, no
-sad parting but where there will be peace Jey, love and happmess '

forever.

- written by ALICE ADAMS, 'Clerk. |

- In memory of Sister Lerlne Henderson who was a member

- ef Prospect Church for about three years. Was born November |
28, 1909, Died May 8, 1927. Peace be to her- sleeplng dust May _ -
~ her loved ones strive to meet her in heaven -

Written by G. W CHERRY

In loving rememberance of our dear Mother, Ann Cherry the ._ |
wife of Henry Cherry who preceded her 34 years ago. She leaves
5 children and 5 step children and was a member of Prospﬂet‘

church 40 years and was in her 80th year. She leaves several

grand children and many friends to mourn. May thelr love be
_her eternal gain. In the midst of life we are in death, no man .
.+ knoweth th day nor hour when we shall be called away.. Dear‘;"'
"« children let us all strive to meet her in heaven. A precious one |
from us has gone, a voice we love is stilled, a place. is vacant in
our home which never can be filled. A sleep in some blessed .

sleep from wh1ch none ever wake to weep.
ertten by her step-son G W. Cherry

OBITUARY

In sacred memery of Slster Lula \'2 Matthews who departed
thls life Nevember 29, 1926. Sister Matthews was born Septem-
ber 24, 1883, was married to O. F. Matthews Apr1l 30, 1905. To

them was born 10 chlldren, 6 boys and. 4 glrls, 6 living and 4 dead.
The boys are Fletcher, _Fleyd and Charles ‘who yet survive them

‘3"'—-‘ F—.
o 10
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'Lambert, Carroll and Robert, _.Dead.‘ The -_g*irls Irene, Amanda

o and Elinor yet living, and Rachael Dead.

Sister Matthews was 'a -niember of the Missionary Faith

~and order about 16 years. From which joined the Free Will

*Church at Magnolia where she lived 6 years and up to the time.

of her death. Sister Matthews was a true christian and a faith-

- ful member. Always striving to help the cause and to wave the

blood stained banner of Jesus Christ to a Dymg world and many

friends who met her pathway

I-\‘l

And her death was a great sheck to her many friends and
leved ones. She died all of a sudden. - .

Tis hard to part from them we love so well','.' but when we

feel assured that our loved ones die in Christ, we can feel that -

all is well, and feel that our loss is their eternal gain and strlve,‘ ‘
to meet in yonder world. |

.. Written by her Brether-m—law and I hope a Brother in Chrlst "
- - A. W. HICKMAN,

Sacred to the memory of Ruthie I. Avery, born February 15,

1851, departed this life October 7, 1926. She had been a member

of Hickory Grove church for many years. She lived and died

~with an undaunted faith in her maker. Her prayer in her dying

hour was that not her will but thé Lord’s will be done. She leaves
a husband two children, four grand-children and other relatives
and friends to mourn her departure. Peace be to her,

-

| CONSTITUTION |
Article 1. This Association shall be composed of _delegates

“sent annually from the churches upon which it is based.

Article 2. Each church shall be entitled to two delegates,’ |

for every twenty-five members and one delegate for the fraction-

‘al part of twenty-five. Providing any church having less than

twenty-five members, it shall be enttiled to two delegates.

Article 8. The delegates from-each church shall bear a iet-
ter certifying their election, to which shall be subjoined a table
stating the number baptized, received by confession of faith, by
letter, by restoration, dismissed by letters, excluded or died within

~ last associational year, amount of all contributions, the time of

~ the monthly meeting, the membership, ordained and licientiated

ministers with their postoffice, and signed by the pastor and clerk
of the ehurch with thelr postefflce

11
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Article 4. . Newly constituted, or other 'churches,' desiring ad-

‘mission into this union shall petition by delegation and letter and, .
if upon examination, found to be orthodox and orderly, they shall
be received into the Association, and such receptions shall be

manifested by giving the right hand of fellowshlp

Article 5. It is expected that the churches composmg this
body will send delegates and contributions every session and that "

no church withdraw from the Association without assigning reason

Article 6. The officers of this Association shall be a Mod-

erator, Clerk, Treasurer, Executive Committee and Home Mission
Board. The executive Committee and Home Mission Board shall
be composed of five members each,

| - Article 7. The Association shall meet annually, according:
~to adjournment, and shall have power to transact all business
‘pertaining to the general good of the body. o '

- Article 8. The _"constitution may be altered or amended by
o majority of the delegates present during any session.’

DECORUM

.Art1cle- 1. The Moderator, Clerk Treasurer, Execut.ve Com-

mlttee and Home Mission Board shall be elected by ballot annually

Artlcle 2. Moderator shall pre51de over the dsliberatons

of Assoclatmns when in session, preserve order’ and submit mo-
tions and. other matters. He shall have the same right to vote as

any other member, and, prowded the chair is occupied, the right

to speech

Artlcle. 3 Every motion recewmg o second shall be sub- -

':"mltted to the body unless withdrawn.

..;‘Artlclo 4, Only one person shall be "alloWed to speak at d

time and sych .speaker shall address the Moderator and shall rot

be interrupted while speaking except by the Moderator and then

only when he departs from the subject under debate, prov1d d,
however, any brother may address the Moderator to a pomt of_,':'_

order.

. Article 5.. The Clerk shall rceord the proceedings of the

and do all other writing pertaining to business of the Association,

He shall also preserve a file of the minutes of. the Association,

which he shall deliver to his successor in office.

12
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‘State Line Free Will - Baptist Association _

-. Article' 6. The Tref.asurer shall keep a correct account of all
funds received and disbursed by him, showing balance, if any on

hand He shall only pay out money on the order of the Assec1a-.

“tion or the Executwe Committee.

Article 7. The Executive Committee shall have power to

 execute the laws and regulations of the Association when the
Association is not in session, and to make rules for their govern-
ment, provided such rules are not repugnant to the Constitution
or Decerum of the  Association. |

Artlcle 8. It shall be the duty of the Home Mlssmn Board
- to work for church extension and church preservation, for which.
| purpose they shall draw on the Executive Committee and various
others for the necessary funds when the Association is not in |
session. The Board makes rules and regulatlens for their own ..
 government that are not 1n conflict with the Censtltutlon or De- L

cerum of thls Assomatlon

prayer

| Artlcle 10. ThlS Decorum may be altered or amended by a
majority of the delegates present durmg any session.

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church nl'aSr choose a pastor ‘annually at the last

“regular conference in Associational year; or if they prefer it,
may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time, to continue

from year to year, S0 long as they may deem it preper to keep
up cennectlen : -

 When 1t becomes necessary, a paster may be chosen at

any ether time, but if the choice be made at a special conference, o

the time must be appelnted at a menthly meetmg of the church

-3. The paster shall be the moderator of the church, but-

when he is absent or does not sit as moderator being present a
B _smtable brother shall be appointed to Slt in his place.

" 4. The pastor of each church shall have the power to form

a presbytery and ordain deacons for the church; also examine-

-~ preachers who may apply f,er such, also to examine ordained min-

isters who make application to our order, shall be set apart in

. rank, but not re-ordained.

5. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose

duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of

13
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- State Line Free Will Baptist Association

the contributions made by the church-for the pastor, ete., and to
distribute the bread and wine in the admmlstratlon of the Lord’s
Supper. |

6. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse
or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascer-
tain the cause, the same may be laid before the church in confer-

ence if necessary.

7. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk, and ‘t
shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertain-
ing to the business of the church and to preserve a file of the
minutes of: the Assoc1atlon

8. When a new clerk is appointed, all booke etc | belongmg'
to the clerk shall be 1mmedlately delivered to. him by his prede- .
- sessor. -

9. When a church deems it necessary,' a comm ttee of not-
* less than three male members well acquainted’ with business, shall

“be appointed Whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who
apply to them relative to case of dealing etc with the church.

10. The church shall hold a two- day meetlng monthly em-

bracing Saturday and the Lord s Day followmg, the first of which
shall be the regular time of conference

11.. It shall be the duty-of every member, male and female

“"‘Nto attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day the
pastor is expected to instruct the church in a spiritual manner by :
| glvmg plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, dlsclpllne and the
R ‘rule of holy living. | |

12, Any church member who. shall fa’l to attend three sue-
cessive conferences, and any member Whatsoever ‘who may be gen-.
- erally remiss in attending the meetings of ‘the church according to
“the covenant (Art 10) shall be cited to appear in conference and

‘answer for neglect, but the chnrch may exempt members from
this rule if necessary. T |

13. Conference after prayer and divine service shall be open-

~ed and conducted as follows: (1) Inviting brethren to s=ats. (2)

Opening deor of church for the reception of members. (3) Calling

for the reading of the minutes of last conference. (4) Callirg for

Absentees. (5) Acknowledgments. (6) For reference or deferred
~business. (7) For new matters of dealing which are to comz be-
fore the body (8) For mlscellaneous business. |

14. Visiting brethren as helps called from Sister churches-

14
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A . i

| 'shall be allew to speak and make motions but not allowed to vote.

- '15.  Any orderly member of the Baptist church may be re-
. ceived into the church without a letter, when it is made apparent
‘that his christian character is unimpeachable and that he has ap-
plied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to
| J,]eln this or some other sister church. All other members must
Jem by letter or baptlsm

'16. No member shall be received without the unanimous con-
sent of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall
not be valid and unless withdrawn by the member who makes them
shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church.

17. When the mederater calls for the absentees, the clerk

B shall inform the church what members have been absent from

three successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some
- brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

- No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited

Verbally or in writing to attend his trial, provided h1s resulenee .'

be hnewn to the church

'-19. When 2 Wltness not a member of the church is introduc-
~ ed he shall not be examined till the question has been put to the.
church: “Will you hear the testimony of this witness?” ¢

| 20';‘ The evidence in every case of dealing and ackhesvledg-
ment sl-aTI be i nuted 1n tne church book. -

_ 21 Members dlsmlssed frem the church by letter Who be-
come disorderly, or continue -to hold their letters without'a good
reason shall be c1t d to the conference to answer for thelr conduct

22. Expelled members may be restered to fellowshlp on their |
- petition ‘if their walks since expulsion has convinced the church'
that they have smcerely repented of their former evil conduet.

-

| 23. A vote shall not be taken upon any questlon without a
move and second, and in all 1mpertant questmns the vote ,_-.hall
be taken by rlsmg to the feet | |

- R

'24. No motion shall be made while a meve and second is
_befere the conference. ' ~

- 25. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to ab-
~ sent himself from conference when an important question is to
be: decided but a. member upon his request may be exempted from
-"-_,_*wtmg on e1ther 51de in peculiar cases.

- 15
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26, No member shall leave ‘the house during""conference- |
- without sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whisper-
| 1ng without being subJect to be called to order by the Moderator |

27. All discussions in conference must be. conducted with
calmness and good feehng Those who wish to speak must rise to
their feet and address the moderator and Leep to the po1nt in the

debate |

28. No one ehall speak more than three tirnes on the same

motion without permission from the moderator nor shall the re-

'marks of any one be unreasonably long

o 29 "When the moderator speal«,.s 1n debate he must nominate
some brother in his stead.

30. No ore shall be 1nterrupted Whlle speaklng unless 1t is
necessary to call hnn to order ~

31. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the ad-

mlnlstratlon of the Lord’s Supper and feet Washmg, at least ence;

a~year.

32, Members not in good standmg shall not commune, but

the admlnlstratlon sha]l not be deferred on account of any or- .
| dmary matter of deahn;r

- 33. Pubhc fastmg, humlhatlon and prayer shall be ObSGlVOd : _.

on proper OCCB.‘SIOHS

a4. The Decorum may be amended or altered by the vote.

of two- thirds of the membels present at any two successwe month--___
Iy conferenCes o | .

| ARTICLES OF FAITI—I | |
1. OF GOD—We believe that there is one and only one living

and true God, 1nf1n1te in all His attributes, the Creator, Preserv- |

~er and Governor of the universe, revealed to us in-the Scrlptures'
-as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost—--Tlm 1: 7 Isalah 45 22 St

John 17:2.
2. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES*———We beheve the scrlptures_

- of the old and New Testaments were given by the inspiration of
God and binding on all as our infallible rule of faith and prac-

tice—II Tim, 3:16. Rom. 16:4 and 4:23-24. Peter 1 21, -
3. - OF CHRIST—We believe He is God manifest in the flesh

keing in His divine nature the true God, in human nature the true

man, -united in person the Messiah and the mediator for the ro-

- demption of the World+—Luke 2:4-12 inclusive, Matt. 1:18-21.

16
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4. OF THE HOLY SPIRIT—We believe that He is thé third

"person in the Holy Trinity and possesses all personal divine at-
" tributes being the Reprover Comforter and Sanctlfler——-St John

14 :25, 15 :26 and 16:7-15 inclusive. N
5. OF SALVATION—That ‘the blessings of salvatmn are

 made fee to all by the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty of all
 to receive it by cordial -and obedlent falth and that nothing pre-

vents the salvation of any, so long as the spirit continues to strive

with them; but their own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lard
Jesus Christ—Rom. 1:16; Phil, 2:12: Heb. 2:3.

| 6.; THE FALL OF MAN—We believe that man was crﬁated'

smless, but by disobedience fell in to a state of sin and condemna-

.tion. ANl his posterity inherited this fall nature and all who come
to years of accountability will sin and come short of the glory of
~ (God except that they receive Salvation through the Lord Jesus

| Christ—Gen. 3:6; 1:26; 5:1 and 9: 6 Rom 3:23; Mark 16 165

- Aets 10 43

7. ATONEMENT_We believe that Christ in HlS great com-

" passion offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead; Therefore

B | _Iuture state of men by any unconditional decree delivered from

God desires the salvation of all, and the gospel invites all, and

whomsmver will may come and partake of the waters of llff—*--—-I
Cor. 1: a,Eph 5:2; Heb. 2:9; Rom. 5:5; Rev. 22 :17.

" 8. OF ELECETION——We belive that God has not fixed tha

! '{he beginning, except to save all' who comply with the terms of

salvatlon—'-John 8:31; Luke 11:28; Acts 10:35; Duet 11 2b 28

9. OF PERSERVANCE—We belleve that none will be fi-
nally saved but those through grace, presevere in, holiness to the
_end—Jt_)_hn 8:31; Tim. 1:19; Peter 2:21-22. ‘

10. GOSPEL ORDINANCES—We believe that baptism or
the burial of believers in water and the Lord’s Supper and Wash-

ing of the Saint’s feet are ordlnances to be perpetuated.under the
. Gosgel "of universal salvation, and to be observed by all true be-
- hevers Referance for Baptlsm John 3:5 and Rom. 6:4. Rafer-
" ence for the Lord’s Supper Matt. 26:26-28. Reference for wash-

irg the Saints feet 13 :0-17 1nclusive.
- 11. THE LORD’S SUPPER—-—We beheve that the Lords

‘?2__6upper was instituted by our Saviour as a commemorative ordi-

nance; that the bread and wine represents His body and blood;
that it was instituted for Christians and that a1l Christians Should

17
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a | , unite in performing the sacred service, regardless of name, de-
i . nomination or distinction—Gal. 6:4; Matt. 7:10; Rom. 4:3-4. -

12, OF THE RESSURECTION—We believe in the ressur-
rection takes place the soul and body will re-unite and form an
immortal being that the righteous will be received into everlasting
‘happines ss and that the wicked driven into everlasting darkness,_

where there will be weeping and gnashlng of teeth-—-John 5:29; '
Acts 14 16; Isa 17 Heb. 9:27. L
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.- Inwte ‘visiting ‘brethren to seats with us. |
Call for' letters from the different churches
Call for petitionary letters.

" Elect. Officers. |
Call for correspondence from Slster Assocmtlons
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Appolnt Committees,
? Call the roll and read Decorum _' | T

b }1;; | | Appoint Correspondents to Sister Assocmtlons o
A - . .10.  Call for report of committees, - 7 L
REan BV 11, - Call for Treasurers report. T
‘5"?& ' , f2_. Cal 1 for miscellaneous busmess - :
| 1; 1 15 - 13. ., vAdJourmnent S =
t“ .- ORDAINED MINISTERS
‘“”;E G. W Cherry, Prospect ___'._..1_,_'.;_,'__;__"__.,___-____‘_' Dothan, Ala.
:“i W. 8. Cook, Union Springs ___r.g.__,___ee; ________ . Pansy, Ala.
[E » " 8. V. Elmore, Pleasant Home _;;;~._,____' ____________ L .
i E -~ A. L. Williams, ‘Prospect "L ____ - .-_I."___.__'...i____'_'_\_'_'_._-... Dothan, Ala.

l E’E W. T. Carter, Hickory Grove '___;i__;r_;___;__ Crossby, Ala. -
'F! - G. W. Nobles, New Harmony o Midland City, Ala. |
BT - A, M. Kirkland, New Hope -_----_________ Midland City, Ala. -~ -
e A. L. Granger, New Life ___._____________ Grangeburg, Ala. ,
IR ) R. L. Hunter, New Pilgrim __.__.__.___.______ Columbia, Ala. '~
Lt J. C. Ingram, Pleasant Home ..__ . ..__ ~—-—- +Ashford, Ala.

ii 4 J. M. Murdock, Howard Grove .. ________ Ashford Ala.
I ” - J, D. Pearce, New Harmony ____________ - .Cottonwood Ala.

J' ol R -7 J. D. Stcphens, Hickory Grove ce==wwc-—-- St. Petersburg, Fla.

J: PR 1°  Joseph Whitaker, Howard Grove o _——____ --—- Ashford, Ala.
‘l ~ J. A, Widner, New Pilgrim __ o ___ . _________ Hilton, Ga.

| gi 3 J. D. Calloway, Pleasant Ridge eememmme—ie—__ Matianna, Fla.

By L. C. Mixon, Pleasant Home __..________________ Geneva, Ala..

r i . W. W. Termontara, East Pittman _.____.___.____ Graceville, IFla.
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J. L. Tédder, Prospect. _._._:_;_..___.__..-f. ----------- - Hilton, Ga .;

~" M. M. Hicks, Shiloh - ___._-_ . _________._____ Blakely, Ga.
~~"J. S. Hunter, New Pigrim ___________________ Columbia, Ala.
*~ W T. Hutto, Corinth __.________________ Midland City, Ala.
J Burdeshaw, Prospect .._‘_,...__~....___._.___.._'_.:_.r,._ Dothan, Ala.
. ;_'. O . S LICENTIATES v
. O O Adams Corlnth .__:'__‘.;'_*‘_"_.__"‘_ ________ Midlﬁnd_City, Aa
N _Otls A. Sellers, New Harmony e 'ww--- GCottonwood,. Ala.
C. A. Lewis, Magnolia _.______________________ Dothan, Ala.
E. C. Mims, Pleasant Home ____________________ Black, Ala,
G. H. Jordan, Howard Grove S S Red Level, Ala.
| A--H Godfley, Sprmg Hill - e '_).;_ Gordan Ala.
L  STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIATION .

d ¢
[

The State Llne Free Will Baptist Assoc:at:on Was Orgamzed
At Howard Grove Church Nov. 20 1886. |

 Year < Moderator .Clerl_c " Church  ~ Mem.. -

o -‘1886;_D.’ L. Chandler Calvin Dykes, Howard Grove __.___449
" 1887—D. L. Chandler, Calvin Dykes, Beulah .___-_______577
~- 1888——R M. Gray, Calvm Dykes Macedonia --_..______.__403 )

"~ 1889—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes,_Frlendshlp e —2D16

- 1890—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Lovewood —___._.__..__448

1891—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Prospect _____ e _22339
| '1892—R M. Gray, Calvin Dykes; Silver: Run _ o _____ 444
 1893—D. M. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, Hickory Grove _-.___450
1894—R. M. Gray, J. D. Stephens, Spring Hill-Z____ ______ 422
1895—D. L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, Pittman Creek, ______ 503
~ 1896—Calvin Dykes, J. D. Stephens, Howard Grove 1______568

© 1897—D. L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, New ‘Hope -_____ L2653

'.1898—D L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, Rocky Grove ______ 633
1899—D. L. Chandler, J. Ir. Stephens, Prospect _-__._._____ 671

- 1900—G. W. Cherry, J. D. Stephens, Free Will Rest ______803
. _1901—Calv1n Dykes, J. W. D, Stephens, Antioch __..______ 916

' 1902—Calvin Dykes, J.-W. D. Stephens, Union Springs _._._947
- 1903—1J. D. ‘Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, Hickory Grove __786

1904—J. D. Stephens,J W. D. Stephens, Howard Grove _—___786
1905—J. D, Stephens, J. 'W. D. Stephens, New Pilgrim ____745
1906--J. D. Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, Springfield __—___ 958
1907—R. L. Hunter, J. W. D. Stephens, Rocky Grove ----1099

1908-—J. D. Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, Pleasant Home __1199

1909—-J.. D Stephers, J. W. D. Stephens, Free Will Rest -_1315

1910—--D ‘L. Chandler J. W. D. Stephens, Silver Run __-__1365
19
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State Line Free Will Baptist Association

. 1911—D. L Chandler, J. W, D, Stephens, New Life ______1442
A | 1912—D. L. Chandler, J. W. D. Stephens, Pittman Creek. ...1477
| 1918—J. M. Murdock, J. W. D. Stephens, Spring Hill ____1462
- 1914—G. W. Cherry, J. W. D. Stephens, Union Springs -_1553

[ - 1915—J. D. Stephens, J. W, D. Stephens, Hickory Grove -_1721
1916—W. S. Cook, J. W. D. Stephens, Rocky Grove __.___._ 1611
g L o 1917—W. S. Cook, J. W. D. Stephens Long Branch ______1715
tt | | - 1918—W. S. Cook, J. W. D. Stephens, Magnolia _____ ' _.___'_1456_‘

l{ | | 1919—W. 8. Cook, J. W. D, Stephens, New Hope ---_. ---1646".
I . - +1920—G. W. Cherry, J. W. D, Stephens, Prospect ____.____ 1804. - -
(f o L 1921-—G. W. Cherry, J. W. D. Stephens, Howard Grove __'2004'?’_-__'3'-*-'
at SR, - '1922—G. W, Cherry, J. W. D. Stephens, Pleasant Home___2043"-'_‘_.--__'

S L ols 19283—J. D. Stephens, J. W.:D.*Stephens, New Harmony _._.__.2039_
a1 - 771924—7]. C. Howell, J. W. D. Stephens, Corinth ________ 2094 -
| SR 0 1925—J. C. Ingram J. W. D. Stephens, Magnolia --_._.. 2042

dE | B 1925—J. C. Ingram, J. W..D. Stephens,~-Magnolia _._____=2042
1926—G. W. Chery, C~B. Green, Springfield ____.__ L ___2302
1927-—J J Burdeshaw J. W D Stephens chkory Grove __2344.
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STATISTICAL TABLE 1927

= 3 = /
= e S 5 . -
uaq S| = ,E_.; 3 'i‘; < |
S |wl 3|88 alk S| | |
- . 2 | SR FlelM o % e | : -
o | | 5 [OQRS PR el o g5 B . SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT.
CHURCHES | PASTORS ‘CLERKS AND POST OFFICES N N - = 0 B ] AND P. O. _
} | 2 ,Q.QFQ"Q"Q'Q'E m'_gg. = 5 0 g @ '
e =t -+ Py @ .
E,EEE‘%EEE:E mEE m-| » | .2 & ._,SCQ :qf:'j: 2
7! ni |l vl gl Slagl sl @ S Q - -+ o, = :
8 |3l a|lalo $S =~ |BlG5oe] £ | o | & 0V | @ k=
v | Q) V! n! ol ol @ T |9 S = ) < =N = |
& 4 =l =lolgl8l =] 8 el 2& = a w3 T | o an =Y ‘ 3
3 Ul OVl ol 81 & o uwel| .= o - & S0 | ®S ©
| | . 5 |E S SR AAR|m |Bl<a|l AR | R | & | PO |IPo | A |
hCorinTT“j_. _____ J. C. Ingram ___|O. O. Adams, Midland City, Ala. _.| = 3]-_] 6/-_|-_|-_|--| 31| 37| 3| 3.00] 2.00| 3.20{____| 57.25 700.00 -;100 00! 85(S. Jackson, Midland City, Ala. ____"
East Pittman __|L. C. Mixon _._|Alice Adams, Black, Ala. ______. - __|--]--] 8| 2| 2| 44 82| 1| 2.75| 1.50|———[-oc|----- 100.001; 75.00) o e e
Free Wills Rest |M. M. Hicks __|M. J. Merecer, Greenwood Fla, -____ S1TL_| 51— 4{.1| 28] 66] 4] 2.00] 1.65|____|----| 40.85] 500.00 ;3150.00 R e e L T LT e __
Happy Hour ___|S. M. Tindell __|B. B. Shivar, Crosby, A]a ________ leoloolocl=2] 8|--| 14| 10| 1| .50| 50| |--a-} 18.60|- - : 90, 00 mmm | mmmm s mmm e - ——————m -
Happy Home ___|J. M. Murdock __|H. H. Clark, Crosby, Ala. . ____ 10| 2)__| 1|-_]--|--] 42 38] 1| 1.50] 2.00|-—_~|-——-] 26,92} __-__ ¢ 50.00]|_-- R -yl |
Hickory Gpove _|J. S. Hunter ___{J. W. D. Stephens; Bascom, Fla. —__| 15| 5|__| 1] 1|_-_| 1|134]| 165{ 1} 2.00| 3.00|..__|-——- 150.00[1500 00 E*500 00 = |T. W. D. Stephens, Bascom, Fla. __._
Howard, Grove _|J. S. Hunter ___{J. R. Adams, Cottonwood, Ala. ____ 29/ 2| 3f 3| 5(__| 8! 69] 238] 3| 38.00| 3.00|..-_|----{150.00{1000.00 120(}00 881E. S. Jones, Ashford, Ala, - __
Long Branen . |W. A. Davis _._|G. I.. Thurston, Coffee Springs, Ala._| . __|__{-_{__| 1| 1l-_| 39| 39| 3| 1.50| 1.50|____|-__-| 20.00| 300.00 1 75.00| 39|G. L. Thurston, Coffee Springs, Ala..
Magnolj, R G. W. Knobles |{J. C. Jones, Midland City, Ala. —___{ __|__|-_|]-_|10} 2| 2| 54| 61| 2| 1.560| 2.00|1.00| 3.00; 50.25 1000.00] 1400.00] - — _ |- oo e e
ﬁe“’ Harmony _|E. C. Willioms |A. J. Granger, Cottonwood;, Ala. ___| __|__l__|.-| 2{z_|--| 82| 101| 2| 2.00] 2.00{____|---~| 72.00} 620.00 ‘150 00| 60|0. A. Sellers, Cottonwood, Ala. __-
New Hope 7~ R. L. Hunter __|C. R. G. Klrkland Midland City, Ala.l __|__|-_|-—| 2|--|-—| 15| 21} 3| .75| .75|cc—_|-cca|-cc—- - 600.00] * 75.00/.60|Arney Sewell, Midland City, Ala. -
PEW Pilovim ___|J. M. Murdock __|R. W. Conner, Columbla, Ala, ____ 10/__| 8l__1 3|__|__1 28| 43| 4| 1.06| 1.75|-——_|-——-| 20.80f 700.00{ - 50.00| 73{De Witt Guy, Columbia, Ala. ——___~
PlEZii“ﬁ me -|L. C. Mixon .__[Harold E. Dixon, Geneva, Ala. ____| 11| 2[10|._|-_|__] 1] 83| 100] 3] 1.50] 1.50| .90} 30.00| 500.00|:100.00| 84|S. V. Elmore, Geneva, Ala. _.____._ |
U Ridge —|--co-moom . Not represented . _ __ . _______ SRR UGN VS SV DRV DUUNS (R DU DD MUY DRSNS DRSPS FUGHDNPS SUpNpEpI PSPPI PIPRpSpRpp, PP T
gfﬁiﬁe‘é "--—g-—- J. M. Murdock ._|Dollie %OHHBI’, Dothan, Ala ————l 1 1{__1__] 7|--| 8] 67! 140 3| 3.0C| 3.00|— - |-c=njom--= 1000.0011000.00| 80|J. C. Howell, Dothan, Ala. _______
Ve _ o |e e e e e S I O P e O O o B B B {1 B B e e B B ot T Ll R i bt e
Is{ﬁlclkﬂ G“&ve __-|J. M. Murdock __{W. C. Robirnson, Greenwood, Fla. __ ol ZloZioZloZ) 2| 851 Ol 2| 1.25) 1.25|.___|--__-] 15.00{ 500.00| 300.00|___ |- ~~—-- ——— - ————— e
Sprl?q e e o J. L. Tedder ___{0. S. Ragan, Columbia, A]a ______ 3(__| 8l__i__[--]-~1 31] 30| 3] 1.00] 100}~ _[-co|-——-- 500.00| 200.00| - |- oo oo ,
Pri g lﬁld ____\J. C. Ingram ___|W. L. Culver,t.Ashford, Ala. ____. _ 1 1__1__| 8! 3| 2| 37| 42| 2| 1.00| 1.50{ 1.05| |- —-_ | 900.00]:200.00; e I L LT T
Unmhg By 7|3 C. Ingram - _|Harvey Cook, Crosby, Ala. ___-___| 2| 2|__| 1{__|-_| 1| 17| 16| 4| 1.00| 1.00{ 1.00| 1.0¢| 61.00/1000.001 1 ___._ 49 |H. E. Peterson, Gordon, Ala. _____.
n %‘355..'-{ S. Hunter ___{0. 7Z. Herderson, Pansy, Ala. ____ 151101 1l__|__| 2| 2| 85| 130| 2| 2.50] 2.50|----|----]100.00{1500.00 E300.00 72| W. S. Cook, Pansy, Ala. —ommee o
== R O _ L __ oo 118]25[36] 7]37[17|20{935/1409].._|33.75|34.40} 7.15 :4-00 ——-v—,'_._:{_-_;'--— b bl o M bttt bbb
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