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FRIDAY MORNING SESSION. 

Minutes of the 40th Annual Session of the Stae Line Free Will Baptist 
Association held with Siloam Church, on Friday, and Saturday, before the 
secot~d Sunday in October, 1944, in Marion County. 

Tht> 40th Annual Se~sion of the State Line Free Will Baptist Associa­
tion convened with Siloam Church on Friday and Saturday, before the 
Second Sunday in October. The Introductory Sermon was preached by 
Eld. l. K. Boyett. Text: St. John, 14th chapter and the 23rd verse. Then 
we adjourned for refreshments. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESS ION. 

M~t in the house at 2 p. m. Song- by the congregation. Prayer by ~ro. 
W. H. Cox. Called the body together for business. The Rules of Decorum 
were read. The Moderator appointed as Reading Clerks, Brothers Wesley 
A. Green and D. L. Brown. Calied for the letters from the different 
churches. Letters handed in and read as per Statistical Table. Called for 
Petitionary Letters for churches to be admitted to the Association. One 
New Un ion Chapel. 

CORRESPONDING DELEGATES- JASPER. 

Elder G. 0. Parker-Mrs. G. 0. Parker. 

VERNON ASSOCfATION. 

Brother Byrd Alexander. 

DEVOTIONAL COMMITT EE. 

Sam Carter, Roy Barns, F. F. Terry, with the Deacons of the Church. 

DOCO AND OR DER OF BUSINEESS 

R. B. Aldridge, Bobby Jeffers, G. 0. Parker, R. H. Swain, with the Mod­
erator and Clerk. 

SABBATH SCHOOL. 

ha Triplett, Monroe Howe!;, Sam Howell, H. A. Stone. 

FINANC E COMMITTEE. 

Archie Turmond, Manella Brown, Su&ie Temp:eton, Z. L. Reed. 

LITER'ATURE COMMITTEE. 
II. E. Raper, Eel Carter, Gertrude Harris, and Alfred Ballard. 

DECEASED MINISTERS AND MEMBERS. 
A trie Tate, Marvin Winsett, Jim Peoples, Lem Reed, John Stone, and L. 

G. Boyett. 
ORDINATION COMMITTEE. 

R. H. Swain, R. B. A:dridge, G. 0. Parker, Bobby Jeffers, for the exami­
nation of Brothers W. H. Cox and Sam Howell. 

The Association gave Barnsville Church the authority to ordain Brothl'l' 
Z. L . Reed if they see fit to ordain him. 

The Association at t hi£ time, by Union Ridge reque~t, ordained Brother 
Archie Turnmoncl and J ohnnie Myers as Deacons for Union Ridge. The 
Ordination Committee for Brothers W. H. Cox anci Sam Howe.! reported 
favorable, and Brothers Cox and Howell were brought forward and or­
dained. And as to the ministerial work by Eld. I. K. Boyett, G. 0. Parker, 
R . B. Aldridge, R . H. Swain, Bobby Jeffreys. We adjourned to meet on 
Saturday morning, at 9 a. m. 



SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 

~llct in t he house at 10:25, a. m., song by the Congregation. Prayer by 
Brother Johnnie Myers. Called the Roll. A quorum being present the As­
sociation entered into business. 

Cal!ed for the report on Doco and Order of business. Report as fol-
lows: 

( 1.) Preaching at 12 :30 by Bro. Sam Howell. Adjourned for re-
freshm~n ts. 

SAT URDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

( 1.) Met in t he house at 1 :45 p. m. Song by the congregation . Prayer by 
Brother J. D. Dove. 

(2.) We, your committee on Doco and Order of Business report as 
fo llows: We recom mend that we go on record and cast our vote against 
any officer t hat favo rs the li quor traffic. 

2. ) W e recommend that t he Clerk have ~ 1 0 fo r his work nnd that he 
superintend the printin .g of the Minutes, and t hat the Moderator have $5 
for his work in the Assoc iation. 

(3.) We r ecommend t hat the Moderator p:reach t he Int roductory Ser­
mon at the next Associ at ion. 

( 4.) We recommend that the Association go to Barnsville Church a no­
ther year. 

( 5. ) W e r ecomm end that we elect a n Evangelist for another Associa­
tional year. 

(6.) W e recomm e nd that our Minutes carrv the names of t he deceased 
Mini ,;t er s. and members and deacons of each church. 

(7.) W e recomm end t hat we elect a Board of Fin9nce. S'1i d board con­
sisting of one member from each church in the Associa t ion whose duty shall 
be as follows: 

(8.) That they endeavor to collect from each a ll they can as As­
sociation fund!> to be used. <' 0 fo l]o,.>.>s-30 percent to aged ministers. 30 per­
cent to be used as a charitab le fund, 20 percent fo1· clwrch e'~tencio n work, 
20 peH~ent to be paid the ho:> rd for t.hrit· S~'r·icl's E nnh J'Y'e!1"her of the 
board to be elected at the earli est conveni ence by their church. E ach mem­
ber o£ said board shall report at each session of t he Association of the work 
and a mount of f unds they have collected. 

REPORT ON LIT ERATU RE. 

\Ve, your committee on li tera tn rc, r epo rt as follows: We request that 
o•T ch urch es use the Bible in praye1·fu: study. Also t he use of F reewill lit­
erat ure f rom a Freewill wo r thy literature organization.-Alfred Ballard, 
chairman. · 

DECEASED ME MBE RS. 

We, your co m mittee on deceased members, report as follows : Antioch 
Church , Sister Bell Howell. New Center P oint Church , Brother · John 
Thompson. Fairview Ch•1rch, Brother J ohn Stone. Barnsvil:e Ch " rch, 
Budd1 e Pu rser. Pleasant Site Church, Brother A. G. Dyer a nd Eston 
Dyar. Jim P eoples, Chairman . 

REPORT ON FINANCE. 

W e, your Commit tee on Finance, report as follows : MinutP. Fun ·ls car­
ried over from last year, $13.92; coll ected this year,$3R.83 ; to•a: $52.7 7. 
We fi nd on ha nd as Associ a tiona! F n nd r.ar ripd 0ver $28.7 5; con ected t hi s 
year $3.30 ; total $32.05 . Manella Brown, Chairman . 



REP ORT ON SABBATH SCHOOL. 

Fairview Sunday Schoo:. W e have a nice Sunday School of about 40 
atte nding. Prayer service every 'Vedn esday night, and League every Sun ­
day night. Barnesvi lle Sund ay School. We have a nice Sunday School 
with an average of 50 attenda nts. Prayer survice every Sunday night. 

New Center Poi nt Sunday School. W e have a good Sunday School ev-
erv Sunday and prayer service every Sunday ni ght. 

Rocky Grove has a nice Sund ay School. 
New Salem. We have a progressive Sunday School. 
New Hope. W e have a ni ce Sunday School ever y Sunday and prayer 

service ever y Saturday night. Ira Tr ip:ett, Cha irma n. 

RE PORT ON PREAC H ERS' CRED E NTIALS. 

W e, your committee on credenti a ls, report as fo1 lows : We fi nd all min­
isters in good standin g except Brother H . E. Ra per, charged as walking 
disorderly as a minister. J . E. 'Alvis, Cha irman. 

The case of Brother H . E. Raper was tab~ed for one year to see if his 
church could not settle th e charge, a nd if not, it will be settled at t he Asso­
ciat il-n in 1945. 

DELEGATES TO THE SISTER ASSOCIATION. 

Jasper Associaion-R. H. Swain and R. B. Aidridge. 
Vernon Assoc iation-R. H. Swain and Bobbv j eners. There was a move 

and second that th is associat ion send Elder I. k. Boyett a nd Ira Triplett to 
t he S::1 me Conference and for him to pay the assessment of $12.00 fo r mem­
bership in the . State Co nference, and $10 to, a ll owed for aiel 
e:. pe nses. of office rs There was a move and second that t he Association en­
ter in to a n election of officers fo r another year, whi ch r esulted a s follow s : 
R . B.. Aldridge, Moderator, Sam Howell, a ss istant Moderator. E n: ngelist , 
I. K. Boyett , Association Clerk, Wes:ey A. Green; Ira Triplet, Treasu rer of 
Assoriational Funds. J. B. Aldridge, Corresponding Secretary. 

T here was a move and Becond that th e Assoc'ation extend their tha nks 
to th e Siloam com munity for t heir kindn ess shown us wh ile with them, and 
there :was a so ng called .for an d taking the parting hand . And there was a 
move· and second that we adjourn to meet with Barnsvill e Church in Mar­
ion Co unty on Friday and Saturday before the seco nd Sunday in October, 
1945. Elder I. K. Boyett, Ben R. Arthur, Association Clerk . 

P RE:ACHERS RE PORT. 

To th e ministers and delegates of th e State Line Freewill Baptist Asso­
ciation, Greetings in J esus ' name as yo ur Evange:ist of the State Line As­
sociation, I would like to report the work for the last year. I have held 
a nd ass isted in 11 r eviva ls. Have pastorecl three churches, as fo:Jows: 
Pleasa n t Ridge, New Hope a nd Antioch. Have v isited a I of them bu t one. 
Have preached 197 sermons, held two funera ls. Have visited t he follow­
in g chu r ches in t he different associatiom:-Poplar Log , Jas;Jer Associatwn, 
F ai rview-Vernon Associations, St. Mark Chattahooche Association. Re­
ceived 6 members for them. Have p1·eached to 16 homes, have r ece ived , 
work $263 .15-namely , P leasa nt Ridge, $100, Antioch , $101.15 and New 
Hope $62 for E vangeli st work $ 17 4.37 . Sold $285.45 worth of Bibles. I. 
wish to thank each chu rch for what t hey made it possib~e for me to have 
the honor of the Evangelist work. Ra:ph B. Ald r idge, Pas tor. 

R. H . Swain report: I have prea ched 66 ~ermons , held and helped in 5 
r eviva ls. Witn essed to see 14 saved. Bapti sed 3. Organized 1 church, 
known as New Un ion Cha pel, a nd would like to present it to this Associa­
t io n for membership. Received for this year's work $110.28. Respectful­
ly-R. H. Swain. Mini :;te r. 
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PREACHERS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES. 

Rev. I. K. Boyett, Hamilton, A labama, Rt. 4. 
Rev. J. B. Watts, Hamilto11, A labama, Rt. 4. 

Rev. J . H. Ballard, Hamilton , Ala., Rt. 2. 
Rev. W. H. Cox, Hami lton, Ala ., Rt. 2 . 
Rev. M. l. Nicho!s, Hami.ton, Ala., Rt. 4. 
Rev. R. B. Aldridge, HamiltOJ\ , Ala., Rt. 3. 
Rev. C. R. l'uckctc, Greenwood ~pnngs, M iss., Rt. 1. 
Rev. V. L. W oodarn, Bexar, A Ia ., Rt. 2. 
R ev. W. C. Shotts, Bexar, Ala ., Rt. 2. 
Rev. Sam Howell , Bexar, Ala., Rt. 2 . 
Uev. U. W. G. Howell, Bexar, Ala., Rt. 2. 
Re\. R. H . Swain, Greenwood Springs, Miss., Rt. 1. 
Rev. Bobby Jeffers, Detroit, Ala., Rt . 1. 
Rev. J . D. Dove, Greenwood Springs, Miss., Rt. 1. 
Z. L. Reed, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 4. 

FORM OF CHURCH CONFER ENC E . 

Call th e church to order by the Moderator. 
Call for the peace of the church. 
Opportunity for mem bers. 
Inviting vi s iting brothers and sisters to seats with us. 
Reading of the minutes of last conference. 
Is there any r eference? 
Appointing of committees. 
Any acknowledgments? 
Report of committees. 
Unfinished business. 
New business. 
Distress members. 
Adjournment. 

C H U RCH CLE RK S AND POSTOFFICE;S 

Antioch-A. A . Peoples, Hamilton, Rt. 3. 
·~. Ba rnesville-Anges Casey, Hlo;.milton, Rt. 4. 
3. Fairview-D. B. Stone, Bexar, Rt. 2. 
4. ~ew Hope-F. M. Tice, Hamilton, Rt. 2. 

Sal <>m-Jewel Sto n e, Bexar Ri. 1. 
6. Ccn~er Poin~-D . L. Brown, Greenwood .Cp~·ings, Rt.l. 
7. Pleasant Ridge-J. V.B : own, Greenwood Springs, Rt. 1. 
8. Union Chapc:-Doro~hy "ij'llrnes, Ve<non, 1-tc. 1. 
9. Pleasant Ridge-W. D. Green, Hami:ton, Rt. 2. 
I 0. Pleasant Siue-J. B. Aldr idge , Petoit, RT . 1. 

11. Rod:cy Grove-Elvi1. Pugh, Ha milton, Rt. 4. 
12 . Silo::m1-Mer~ie J effr eys, Detroi t , nt. 1,. 
1:3. Union Il.idge-John ie Myds, E: u[ligcnl, Rt. 4. 

R ULES FOR T HE PREACHERS. 

1. All ministers '-l•ishing to become a member of the A ssoc iation wil' 
be required to go befor e the Credential> Commit tee v.•ith a recommendation 
from lhe church of wh'ch they are a lT'ember. and also be ca ll ed upon to 
present thei r credent ial s for examination and answer satisfactorily such 
questions as they may as}{ of them. 

2. All !Jreachers shtdl attend all bu sinc~ s m eetings un·ess providentiai­
ly hiM!c<·ed. 

:!. Any mini ste r w ho behaves him self unbecomingly to his hig-h and ex-



alted <:a lling shall be reported by the credentials co mmittee to the Assoc ia­
tion, who shatl deal with him. 

4. All min isters will be req uii·ed to strictly adhe re to the teachings of 
t he Freewill Baptist , according to t he Articles of Faith. 

5. All minister s sha ll be required to support a nd stand by all boards 
and cvmmittees appointed by t his Association a nd do their utmost to make 
them a su ccess. 

6. No minister shaJ: speak sla nderously or cast personal reflect ions 
upon another minister tha t will hu rt his influen ce or ministeri a l st a nding. 

7. All ministe1 s are req uested to make an annua l report of the work 
done by hi m a nd submit the r eport to the A!.ls.ociation at the l'egular sessio n. 

b. An y minister who dra ws h1 s Jetter from the church to whi ch he be­
longs a utomatically canse~s his c redentia ls unt i' he joins so me other church 
of the same fa ith and order and he is no t a ll owed to minist er any rights 
t hat i:; a llowed t he minister of t he gospe l to perfor m . 

!1. No mini ster sha ll receive uny members in t he diffe rent churches of 
th e State Lin e Free W ill Baptist Assoc iation except by a move a nd second 
in th e differen t church. 

A RT ICLES OF FAITH. 

1. We beli eve that there is but one t rue Eternal God, the F ather of 
whom are a ll th ings, from everl ast ing to everlasting, g lorious a nd immuta­
ble to a ll his attri butes-! Cot. 8, 6, Isa. 40 , 26. 

2. We beli eve that there is one Lord Jesa~ Chr ist, hy whom a re a ll 
things, the on ly begotte n son of God, born of t he Virgin Mary, whom God 
freely sent into the worl d, because of the great love wherewi th 
he Jo,·ed the world, a nd Chri st as free ly gave himse lf as ransom fo r all , 
tast ing death for every ma n, who was hurried and rose aga in the third da ~· , 
and ascend ed into Heaven, f rom wh ence we look fo r Him t he seco nd tim e 
in th ~ cloud s of H eave n at the la st day, to judge the quick and the dead. 
1 T im. 2, 5, 6; Heb. 2;John 3, 16 ; Rev.l, 7: Acts24, 15, 1;; John 2, 2. 

3. We believe t hat th ere is one H oly Ghost t he precious gift of the 
Father throug h his dear son , unto t he world , who quicke net h an d draweth 
sinners hom e to God. St. John 16-7-8 ; Acts 2-4; Eph. 2,1--4 -4-6. 

4. W e believe that in the beginning that God mad e man upri g ht, and 
placed hi m in a s tate of g:ory without t he least mixture of mi sery, from 
w hi ch he vol un tari ly, by tra nsgr ession, fe ll , a nd by that means brought on 
hi mself a miserab le and mortal state subject to death. Gen.2, 17, 3, 19. 

5. W e be li eve that God IS not wi llin g that any shou:d pen ish , but that 
a ll come to repe ntance and the knowledge of t r uth , th a t they might be 
saved, for wh ich end Christ ha d commanded t he gospel to be prea ched 
amon~· a ll nations and t o e \·ery creature. Mark 15, 16; John 3, 15, 17 . 
Tim. 2, 4. 

6. We believe tha t no man shall suffer in h e:J for want of a Chri st, 
who died fo r hi m, but as th e scriptur e has said , for den ying the Lord t hat 
brought t hem, becau se t hey bel ieve not in the nam e of the only begotten 
Son of God, unbelief, therefore, bein g t he ca use why the just and rig hteous 
God of H eaven wi ll condemn the ch ildren of men , it follows a~a inst al. con­
tradictions that a ll men at one tim e or another, are found in such a capac­
ity, as that through the fuma ce of God they may be saved. Acts 17, 30; 
Mark 6, 6; He b. 3, 10 ; John 5, 10. 

'i. We beli eve the whol e scripture is infal:ib ly true, an d that they are 
the only rul es of faith and practice. 2 Tim. 3 , 16, 17! 

8. "\Ve be:ieve in the doctrine of genera l provis ions ma de of God in 
Christ for t he benefit of a ll mankind who repent and bel ieve the gospel. 
Luke 14, 16, 20; Matt. 28, 19, 20: Luke 13, 3, 5; Luke 24, 47; Acts 3, 19; 
Ma rk 1 15. · 

9 . We believe that sin ners are dra wn to God the Fat her, by the H oly 
Ghost, through Christ, hi s son, an d that t he Ho-v Ghost offers his di,·in e 
a id to a ll the human f a mil y, so as th ey a ll mi ght be ha pp y, would they g· ive 



place to his divine teaching, whereas such as do not receive the divine im­
pressions of His Holy Spiri t sha ll at a future day own their condemnation 
just, nnd charge themse lves with the ir own condemnation for wilfully re­
j ectin g- t he offers of sovere ign grace. Matt. 11, 27; St.John 6, 44, 65; 
P~alms 1, 1; Tit. 2, 11, 12; Jef. 22, 29 . 

10. W e believe that m en, not considered simply as men, but ungodly men , 
were of old ordained to condem natio n, consid ered su ch who turn the grace 
of God into lasciviousness, de nyin g th e on .y Lord God , J esus Christ, who 
brought them, an d therefore, shall bring upon themselves swift destru ction , 
bu t we observe t ha t t hey a re a nd such t he Apostl es sayeth because t hey r e­
ce ive not the !ove of th e truth. That they m1 ght be saved t he rerore, tu e 111-

d ig nati on an d wrath of God is upon every son of ma n that doeth evil , living 
a nd dying therein, for there is no respect of person with God. Jude 1, 4 ; 
Pe ter 2, 1-2; Thes. 2, 11-12; Rom. 2, 9-11. 

11. We believe t hat al l ch ildren d ying· in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against t h e t he ,aw of God, in their own persons, are only su b­
ject to th e first death, wh ich was brought on them by t he fall of the firs t 
Adam, a nd not that any one of t hem dyin g in the s~ate shall suffer p tmish­
ment in he:! by t he guil t of Adam'~ si n, f or such is the kin gdom of God. 
Cor. 15, 22; Matt. 18, 2-5; Mark 9, 36-37; Matt. 19, 16. 

1~ . We believe t hat good wo1·ks are frui ts of a lov ing f aith and that 
in lhe use of t he mea ns of g-r a ce an d not out of t he use of t hose means, 
Ele1 na l li f e is promised to men . Rev. 22, 14-1 5; Isah 1, 19-20 : Matt. 8, 8. 
J er . G, 1 G; Luke 13, 34, 35 . 

13. We believP. t hat no ma n has !'l ny warra nt in the holy scr iptures for 
jus ti ficat ion befo1·e God t hro ug h his own work, poYter or abil i ty whic h he 
has in and of hi mse:f , only he by gr:.1 ce he is mad e able to come to God 
Un·ough J esus Chr ist , beli ev ing ~ h e r ighteousn ess of J esns Chr ist to be im­
vuted to a ll bel ieve1 s :l'or their ete1nal acce ptan ce wit h God. Rom. 4, ·24 ; 
A C' ts b, 20, 21. · 

Li. W e believe that a ll t hin gs are foresee n in the wi sdom of God so 
tha t God kn oweth whatever can o t· cannot com e to pass upon a ll supposed 
condi t ions, but not having- dec reed a ny person to everlasti ng .if e , out of re­
spect OJ ' mere choice, f arthe l' tha n he halh app ointed the God ly unt o life , 
and th e un godly , who d ie in sin un to d ea ~h. H eb.4, 13 ; P rc v. 8, 22, 31 ; Matt. 
25, 31, 46. 

15 . W e beli eve a~ to to uching gospel ordinan ces, in be: ieve1 s, bapti sm, 
lay in;; on th e hands, r eceiving of the sacramen~, in brea d and wme, was n­
ing t he saint's feet, an n oin '; in g th e sick with oil in the name of the Lord , 
f<'sting, prayer, singing prai se to God, and the publi c r:1inisLy of t he word , 
with every instit ution of t he Lor d v1e shal l find in t he new te ~tamc n t. Marl' 
1G, 15- 16; Acts 8, 17; Acts 9, 6; Luke 19, 22-9; John 13, 5-17; James 5,14. 

16. We believe the go5pel mcd 2 of water tJ ~, p:tsm IS by ,mmcrs iOn, and 
that be li evers are the on y sub jects for bapt ism. Matt. 3, 16: Ivim·k 1, 9, 10 ; 
l ::;aiuh 2 , 38-39; Rome 6, 4; Col. 2, 12. 

1i. W e bel ieve in a g enera l l'CHHTect ion of t he dead an d a fin a l j udg­
ment a t the last day. J oh n 5, 28 , 29; 2 Cor.5, 10. 

18. W e believe t he har.p iness of t he li :-;h'-cous is e:ernal a nd the tor­
r.1 CI' i.• of t he wicked are endl ess. Matt. 46, 25. 

CON STITUTION. 

J . Thi s Associa.tion shaH be k nown as th e Stae Line Fl'eew i' l Baptist 
Assoc:at ion of Alabama a nd Miss ics ippi. 

2. Thi s Association shall be com:Jcsed of mini ster s, deacons, and de~e­
gate·; of different Ch 1,1 rches form ing t he same. 

3. All ministers and churche~ w·:shi n ~; t o become members of t hi s body 
nr.:st will ingly submit to lhe Articles of Fai t h, Constitution an d r ul es of 
sa r~1 c . 



4. Each church in the Association shall be entitled to three delegates. 
for the first hundred members or fract ion thereof and one delegate for ev­
ery additional fifty members. 

5. The Association shall have a Credential Committee composed of 
three members who shall be appointed by the Moderator at the convening 
of each regu lar session, whose duty will be to examine all church letters 
and applications for membership of both churches and mini sters and make 
report of same to the body. 

6. Officers of th is Association shall be a Moderator, Assistant Moder­
ator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be elected by ballot at each regular 
se~sion. 

7. Thi s Association shall meet on Friday and Saturday before the sec­
ond Sunday in October of each year and shall not adjourn unti l all bu~iness 
is transacted. 

8. The As -ociation shall vote on where the next Association shall be 
held, until one church gets the majo1' ity votes. 

9. The Constitution, By-Laws, may be altered or amended by a major­
Jty vote of any regular mteting and approved by that bod y and published 
in the Minutes with notice that it will be acted upon at the next meeting. 

10. No ministers, deacons or delegates shali be seated in this body un­
less they agree to stay throughout the sessio n unl ess they are providentially 
hind -2 ··ed. 

11. Each church represented in this Association sha ll be required to 
brin~· annually 5 per capita as an associationa\ fund for the purpose of 
printing the minutes and associational expense. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God by faith in Chri st and adopted the word 
of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one 
a no thrr, by the will of God in thi s solemn covenant, we promise by his grace 
to love and obey him in all things, to avoirl al i appearance of evil, to abstairc 
from all si nful amusements and unholy conformity in the world, from all 
sanction of the use and sa:e of intoxicating beverages and to provide things 
honest in the sig·ht of all men. 

We agree faithful y to discharge our obligations in reference to the 
study of scr ipture, secret prayer , family doctrines and socia l worship and 
by self denia l, faith and good works, endeavor to grow in grac e and knowl­
edge of our Lord and Sav ior, Jesus Christ; we will not forget the assemb­
ling together for church conference, public worship and the observance of 
the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to pray according to our abi li ty for 
the snj:Jport of the church, of it~ poo1· and all of its benevol e nt work; we 
agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness and watch 
over one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity in spirit, in the 
bond;, of peace, to be careful of one anothers happiness and reputation, 
seek to strengthe n the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring·, 
and, as far as we are able, promote the success of the church and of the 
gospel; we will everywhere hold the Christian principles sacred and Chri'l­
tian obli.gations supreme, counting it our chief busin ess in life to extenr! 
the influence of Christ in soc iety, constantly pray ing and toi : ing that the 
Kingdom of God may come and his will be done on earth as it is in Hea v­
en ; to th is end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and de­
nominational enterprise, support the missions, the success of the Sabbath 
Schoc:b and evang·elistic effort for sa lvation of soul s and conversion of th e 
world, and may the God of peace sanctify ns who lly and preserve us blame­
less unto the com ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

RULES OF DECORIUM. 
1. This Association shall be opened and closed by s inging anti pr:-tycr. 



2. The office r s elected at th e previous session s ha ll begin th e ir admin­
istrati on at the ope ning of each regular sess ion. 

3 . Only o ne person sha ll speak a t a ;,im e. He shall a ri se a nd a ddress 
t'1e Mod erato r, and whe n r ecog ni zed he shall proceed. 

4. No per son shall be interrupted whil e s pea kin g by a n y one except the 
Moderat or, a nd not by the Moderato · unless h e breaks the rul es of order. 

5. The per son speaking must a dhere to the subj ect in question and 
sha il not u e words of per sonal r efl ection . . 

6. N o per son shall spea k more tha n t wi ce on the sam e subject wi thout 
leave of th e Associa t ion , a nd no t more than fiv e minu tes each time. 

7 . N o membe r sha ll la ug h or whi sper in t ime of publi c speaking. 
8. No perso n shali address a no t h er except by the a pp ella tion of broth-

e t· or s ister. ' 
9. No m emb er sha ll absen t himsel f wi thout leave of the Mod e rator . 
10. The nam es of all the ministe r s, deacons a nd delega t es shall be en­

n .ll e d by th e clerk, a nd call ed as ofte n a s deem ed necessa ry by th e Modcr­
::.~ o r. 

11. E ver y m ember of t hi s body sha: l vote f or or aga inst every m ove 
th a t com es befor e it; t h ose f ai lin g to do thi s sha ll be reprim a nd ed by t he 
l\l odu;:J t or . 

12 . An y person wh o sha ll knowin g ly b reak any of t i1 ese rul es sha ll be 
re..., rove d by t he Mod erato r , according to di r ect ions of the Association. 

CHURCH RULE S. 
1. We agr ee as m em be rs of the Sta te Line Associat ion of th e Free Will 

Bapt is t s to cooper a t e in eve r y move fo r t h e be~terment of our de nomin ati o n 
an d the ext ension of God 's Ki ngdom t hroug hou t the world . 

2. W e agree t o m eet in cc nfe r e n r e quarter.y, or ofte ner, if n ecessary , 
t o tra nsact th e busin ess of th e church. , 

3. The Moder ator s ha ll be chose n by the sufferage of the chu rc u in t he 
a bsen ce of t he pastor ; t he Mod era t or sha ll obser ve good order and ex plai n 
a ll q uestions befor e he takes t he voice of t he church on t hem and shal: h1ve 
th e li!.>e!'ty of s peech a s a ny ot her, bu t not vote unl ess t her e be a ti e, wh en 
he sha ll give t he decid ing vote. 

4. It sha· l be the du ty of a ll mem bers to fill t heir scats in th e confe r ­
e n ce a n d bea r t heir p a r t of t he ex pense. 

5. No m em be r s11all lea ,·c t h ei r sc<.:.~ el m in :; conf er ence wi thout per mi s­
sion ft om the Mod er ator. 

G. l'~ o m ember sh a ll a r ra ig n a nother befo r e t he chu r ch f or a ny griev-
a nce with ou t fi r st ta king gospel s t eps. See Ma tt. 18, 15, 16, 17. 

7. All me mbe rs b r ou ,,:h t ocfor e t·h e c hurch by mot ion a nd second , a nd 
in g ospel-li ke or der, sha ll be attend ed t o by th e church, un :ess wi t hci: <.WII 
by mo ver. 

8 . An y per son wi shi ng to s pea k shall arise and a ddress the Mode rato r , 
a nd if two a r ise at t he sam e ti m e , t h e H oderat or sha I dec :de who ~h a:l 
s peak first, a nd no mem ber whi e s ;:Jeak ~ n :\' sh:;.l l ca~t a ny r efl ectio ns on any 
pe r so n, bu t ha ll adhere st ri ct ly t o t he s ubject unde r consid er at;o n. 

9 . No member sha ll speak twi ce on a ny subject w ithou t permission f rom 
the ch urch a n d not m or e tha n five minu t es a t the t im e. 

10. It sha ll be th e du ty of all church me m bers t o be prese nt a t a l: chmch 
meet ings, tp vote o n a ll quest iOl1 S tha.t co me before th e chu r ch who desi r es 
t o obta in th e 'mind of the w hole chu rch. 

11. lf··a ny m en1be\. .. ~ha 1 1 .. emain sile nt d urin :; th e transact ion of any "bus­
iness o.f.j;he Qhurch, a pd ~fterw2. rd com pla!n of wha t w:::s don e t he sa me 
~ha ll be dcerried di sorder. y, a nd the membe r so offe nd in g sh::tl l be <.l ea lt 
wi th accol"din :;\'ly. 

I ~ . T he members of t h e chcu·ch sh ::tl l not talk about one another slander-
ou sly, n or sh a ll" g ive ' a n y r eport of ci r cuiat io n t na t· n av >'. n .,o ;· 11 

church m ember; bu t. sh a H ma ke it k nown to th e one the report is against 
a nd to no one e lse, a nd a ny me mber doin g otherwise, sha; l be dealt with ac­
cordi n :?, ly. 



13. We agree to do all business by a majority of the members present, 
at any regular or called conference, providing a quorum is present, said 
quorum being seven members or more. 

14. These ru les shall be read at the opening of each conference, strictly 
enforced by the Moderator. 

15. A ny member or minister of the church who talks about his brother 
or sister slanderously sha.l be dealt with according as the church sees fit. 

FORM OF CHURCH LETTER TO ASSOCIATION. 

State of ·---------------·---------- ·-------------· ---------------------------- , County of Mario a: 

We, the Church of Christ of the Freewill Order of __________ -·-- _ _ ______________ _ 
sendeth Greetings to the Mini sters, Messengers and Delegates composing 

the _____ ----·- ___ Annual Session of the State Line Freewill Bap-

tist P.swciation _________ -------------- _____ _ _______ _ 

We . end as Delegates ____ _ _____________________ _ 
Whom we deem worthy to seats with you. Our statistics are as follow s : 

Recei eel by Confession 

Received by Restoration 

Recei ' eel by Recommendation _______ _ 

LetteJ· . -· __ 

Expel;ed ______ _ 

Former Pastor 

, Died 

Minute Funds 

Present Pastor 

Ordained Ministers and their Postoffices 

Number of Members in Church: Male 

Fema:e _______________ _ ·---· • Total 

We petition for the Association to meet with us at 

REMARKS 

Received by Letters 

_, Dismissed by 

This done by the Order of Church in Conferen ce and sig·ned by Order of 
same. 

_Moderator. 

-------------------·----- _ Clerk. 

Postoffice. 

FORM OF CHURCH LETTER. 

State of _______ ------------------ _ -··------ _ --------· • County of -------------------------------------

This is to certify that our beloved _ ------------------------ .---·---·-----------·--­
is in fu ll fellowship with us and is hereby dismissed from us when joined in 
some other church. This done by Order of Church in Conference at _________ _ 

____ _ ·--------------------------·---·-·-------------------. and s igned by order of s~me. This 

-------------------- _____________ -------------------------------- day of 

______ ·---------------------------- ______________ Moderator. 

--- --- ____ .. , Cletk. 



STATISTICAL TABLE. 

CHU RCHES DELEGATES PASTORS 
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Antioch ____ ---------------

1 

Jim Peoples, D. Winsett , Susan Temple ton 1 R B. A~ dri d ge 0 0 1 2 0 2 58 1 $ 2.60 
Barnesvil: e __________ __ _____ M. Brown, D. Allen, C. Stivener, C. Parmer Grady Hudson I 7 3 0 0 0 4 174 1 3.52 
Fairview __ -----·------------ Sam Carter, A. Ball ard, C. Abbott Grady Hudson I 14 0 0 0 0 2 91 1 2.10 
New Hope ·---------- ______ F. F. Terry, Ed Carter, G. Har ris R. B. Aldridge ! 2 1 0 0 0 1 65 0 6.50 
New Sa lem _/ _____ J. R. Gilli la n d, H .. A. Sto ne, D. Weldon i G. 0 . P a rker 1 1 0 0 4 0 2 78 0 2.55 
New Center Point _____ Marvin McCool, Leek Northington, Carlee Pitts I R. H. Swain 1 11 4 0 0 0 2 70 1 2.50 
New P leasant Rid g-e F . Palmer, A. Byrd, J. Faulkner C. R. Puckett t 0 (l 0 0 0 0 94 0 3.19 
New Union ChapeL __ E. Smit h , K. Franks, Ray Barnes ' C. R. Puckett I 2 9 0 0 0 0 11 0 1.55 
Pleasant Ri d g-e ~----- Mr. and Mrs. W . A. Green I R. B. Aldr idge 4 0 0 0 0 3 101 0 2.50 
P leasant Site _____________ C. P earce, S. Fau lkner, F. H. Harbor 1 I. K . Boyett 6 3 0 0 0 1 280 0 2.50 
Ro ckey Grove . ___________ 0. Taylor, 0. Pugh, N. G. Carter 0. S. Gardner 1 10 0 0 0 0 3 36 0 3.00 
S i loam -------~------------ ~ W. H. Rye, L . R. McKay, Arch ie Rye ) :.. I • Bobby Jeffers I 0 1 0 0 0 2 87 0 4.32 
Union Ridge _____________ J. Myers, A. Turman, J. A. Wood am I. K. Boyett I 5 2 0 2 0 3 J.15 0 3.00 

Minutes --·------- ~ -------------- -- ---·-------------- ------- -$ 20--:-oo :\ ssociation-al Funds _ 62 23 1 8 12 !:1 0 4 38.83 
Clerk _ ------------------------------------------------------- _____ 10.00 C01lected this year _____ ---- ·---- -- -------------------------$ 3.30 
Association Mod. ------------------------------------------- 5. 00 C<irri ed o,-er from -last year ----------------·------- ---------·- 28.7 5 

TOTAL ---------------·---------------------------------- $3 5.00 $35.00 TOTAL _______________ --·----------------------- ______ $32.05 

Balance on hand ---------·-----------·---·--··------------ $17.77 
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