. GREEN, .Clerk
. STEPHENS, Treasurer

MINUTES

- OF' THI -: —_—

Slxty-Second Annual S'essmn

: OF THE —

STATE LINE ASSOCIATION |
' OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

——: HELD WITH : —
Spring Fie-ld Church._;j- B
HOUSTON COUNTY, ALABAMA

October 9 h 1947

— :O:

OFFICERS

—

. H. JORDAN, Moderator.-.’.; ...... .._e...;..co'r'r-o-NwooD ALA.
' .BASCOM, FLA.
BASCOM, FLA.

EXE CUTIVE COMMI TTEE

. C Howell Dothan, Ala. E. S. Jones, Ashford Ala,,

‘Bascom, Fla,

G W. Jeffcoat, Gordon, Ala.
—: 0 :— |
HOME MISSION BOARD

Mrs. Georgm Trawick, Dothan, Ala E. T. Ing;am Dothan Ala
James Calloway, Cottonwood, Ala J. R. Long, Bascom, Fla.,,

Mrs. Leona Granger Cottonwood ‘Ala,

:O :'—"'

The next sessmn meets with Spring Hill Church on. Thursday, _at 11:00
- o'clock before the Second Sunday in October, 1948, located
about three miles South of Gordon, Ala_bama_ |

mnamnom .IIHI.IIIII ﬁmﬂ I .EIE‘EIE.]IHI @I @TIIE L fuil_Jiiel Jang_ g ] OIIIE‘IDI{GEII“ @Zﬂﬂ annl_Jwid_ T gl N

gum.um,-mutnmnmﬂ.mnomn.mn.mn.nm.nmomn.nmomom.nmcnmtnm

T G o G T

.‘-.---.rl'-.I.fl'l..l'f.."."‘.‘.l ....

-------------------------

r T . N L] \ .
. ' 1, - L
. . . X . .
e eyt Pemaldapo | et T L b : il | - - . - ke i e el bt o, . et s el .
. . e e e e
" >

- . . ] - .
- . . .
Mﬂmmﬁwﬁ!.WWmmwhmwmmmrﬂwwkﬁwmﬂ- srre—tra CC e T Tt
- - Lt ey,

C. B. Green,
Ulas Granger, Cottonwood, Ala |

SISl e LI eI eITE 5N @I S eI @I Ty

»a -— .
L T L N P SR e L .

Tl @9 T @ I b ST @R

H.Iﬂﬂ_

’
- T el L

PR



PR .. r ERRIEETEE P N . . e L - . R
L e e e sttt e ol Ly mn e e amn T T A e T

oL b LT P - b

- b g "
P T, o a > - T .... = 4
~
- - - u .
Pty bt Ry e S gt oy ek — o fauga = N i - H
RN
-

e g T e e C -
' AT ] sl 4 P 4

# L
e T

T

- P I R SR T T Caa -
L I I —

e

L — - -

- . . T - - - - ¥ T " N e Ll LA b - B e e am e e -
- et TR T Sy . - o i ol e u o e [ RN B
- A = P il P o Rl 2 PR . - L . . . E. N mT-w.a= EE
- ; o ; . . [ . . o o e e o At i e = - - . - -~ ST
e . . o e n - = . e e T T T e e T o R R T .7 i . B I Tl - LT . . o -a N ,
. . .. o I i o - i - - SR e e et . . " . . _ A - - . - . £ e s [ P - . - . - E . - . -
- P i ey o = TL e mw b L e a—r . . . . . s Rl P . .- o, Ve m e L . Cgt L e e ] - . . . . . - e A . st v
- - 5 - - et . - -l - .4 - o r. .. -, e T . ML e LA =T o . - T._ .= . . - o - .
P - - m—— - . e e, - : - ) . .. . - Lot Y T . . — . - . . . . - o PR . .
T - - .o Y . o - : o : Co. . N . o E PR T T - . - L] T an - _ . - .
I fme e el e - T
B T ALkl e I B T T TR -

: - N - - = i oo . . - ) . . —. H O = -
.. .o - - e ; Sem T e ) . e T . - ‘ “ T L =
) - . 3 [ - v . EEa . ' L . - N - - . tr - T . ~ 3
TR R i e, I e 2 S ey, A o Sl - T Tl e < oty e oy 2T T o o e o s - va ek - gy =gt SR o e b
" R " ) LT e T . " " L " 3 X T R
. . . . T " ) .
f - . . i

L_... .
- IV AR
s

e s .

—_—T
BT O e,

-
o

T

4{_‘-"’
¥ ;
L .

o TR L T T T e
- R S e LA oy i, L RN S I A s
o - W - el . o R i o N
r i . R T T ¥ LN a T .

R

_— ST

3
T e ——— ———

oo e -

T e TS ke e - W a A i 42 T e
o e g s T - "
. . o, - o

. -.h;;_',

T
. e, T
T

it LT L SE PR
Ly bl

S e el g
—

Ml e R R

- - .
e R |

T

i )
s

o, T T R A e

—. T T e
e

O R

e R T

B . 2 m
e A

i

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Organize.

e~

*Call for letters from different churches,

Call for petitionary letters |

Elect Officers.

Call for correspondence from Slster Assocmtlons
‘Appoint committees. | '
“Call the roll and read DeoOrum

Appomt Correspondents to Slster Associations.
. - Call for report of committees.

Call for Treaeurers ‘Report,
Call for mlscellaneous business.
Adjournment

NN
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ORDAINED MINISTERS

Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. B .

A, C. Tolar, Union Springs__
T

‘ Henderson, Union Spring:s
. L. Williams, Prospect

i
W. Nobles, Howard Grove _

A
- G
A. M. Kirkland, New Hope
R. L. Hunter, New Pilgrim

J. D. Stephens, Hickory Grove

-Joseph- Whitaker, Howard Grove

L. C. Mixon, Pleasant Home
~-W. T. Hutto, Corinth |

- P. A. Brackin, Shiloh

'D. W. Poole, Pleasant Ridge _

John Carr, Pleasant Home

. | LICENTIATES
OtlS A Sellers New Harmony - |

Tampa,

C A Lewis, Prospect

Ashford,

G. H. Jordan, Howard Grove

Cottonwood,

W. P. Merrette, Union Sprmgs

Pansey,

Mrs Geog1e West Grangeburg

Center Hill, Ala,
Blakely, Ga.
Dothan,
Cottonwood,
Midland City,
____Columbfy,
Marianna,
Ashford,
- 'Geneva,
Newton,
Newville,
__Malone,
Marianna,

Ala,
Ala,
Ala."'
Ala.’
Fla.,
Ala,

“Ala,
Ala.

Ala,
Fla,

Hla,

Fla.
Ala.

Ala,
Ala,

Gordon, Ala,, Rt. 1



. 1900—G. W. Cherry, J. D. Stephens, Free Will Rest

STATISTICS OF THE ASSOCIATION

The State Llne Free Wlll Baptlst Association was Orgamzed

At Howard Grove Church November 20, 1886

—: 0

'\ Year Mo-de rator . Clerk

Church .

'i'1886——D._ L. Chandler, Calvin Dykes, Howard Grove
~ 1887—D. L. Chandler, Calvin Dykes, Beulah__

Mem.
449 -
. 877

403

~ 1888—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Macedonia,

- 1889—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Friendship .
1890—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Loveweed -

516
448

 1891—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Prospect___ : )

1892—R. M. Gray, Calvin Dykes, Silver Run

1893—D. M. Chandler, J. D, Stephens, Hickory Grove

339
444

1894—R. M. Gray, J. D. Stephens, Spring Hill_’

422

 1895—D. L, Chandler, J. D. Stephens, Pittman Creek

1896—Calvin Dykes, J. D. Stephens, Howard Grove_

503

- 1897—D. L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, New Hope

~ 1898—D. L. Chanadler, J. D. Stephens, Rocky Grove

568

653
633

© 1899—D. L. Chandler, J. D. Stephens, Prospect

671

_ 803

916 .

© "1901—Calvin Dykes, J. W. D. Stephens, Antioch__
1902—Calvin Dykes, J. W. D, Stephens, Union Springs

786

1903—J. D. Stephens, J. W, D. Stenhens, Hickory Grove_
1904—J. D. Stephens, J. W, D. Stephens, Howard Grove_

786

745

1905—J. D. Stephens, J. W, D. Stephens, New Pilgrim
1906—J. D. Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, Springfield

958

1099

1907—R. L. Hunter, J, W, D. Stephens, Rocky ‘Grove

1908—J. D. Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, Pleasant Home_.

1909—J. D. Stephens, J. W, D. Stephens, Free Will Rest

1315

1910—D. L. Chandler, J. W. D. Stephens, Silver Run

1365

©1911—D, L. Chandler, J. W, D. Stephens, New Life

1912D. L. Chandler, J. W. Stephens Plttman Creek

1913—J. M. Murdock, J. W, D, Stephens Spring Hill

1462

i91_4—-G. W. Cherry, J. ‘W. D. Stephens, Union Springs_

- 1915—J. D. Stephens, J, W. D. Stephens, Hickory Grove_

1916—W. S. Cook, J. W. D. Stephens, Rocky Grove

1917—W. S, Cook, J. W. D, Stephens, Long Branch

1715

1918—W. 8. Cook, J. W. D, Stephens, Magnolia

1456

1919—W. S. Cook, J. W. D, Stephens, New Hope_

456

047 -

1199
1442
1477
1553

1721
1611

1646
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f "':}'f'_ 1920—G. W. Cherry, J. W. D. Stephens, Prospect - _ '- 1804
’ iy 1921—G. W, Cherry, J. W. D, Stephens, Howard Grove | _ 2004
? 1922—G. W. Cherry, J. W. D. Stephens, Pleasant Home__ ‘ - 2043
' 1923—J. D. Stephens, J. W. D. Stephens, New Harmony - ..2039,
_ |- 1924—J. C. Howell, J. W. D, Stephens, Corinth_ L 7 2094
; 1925—-J. C. Ingram, J. W. D, Stephens, Magnolia - ! | 2042 |
11, 1926—G. W. Cherry, C. B. Green, Springfield " _ 2302
; 1927—J. J. Burdeshaw, J. W, D. Stephens, Hickory Grove _ 2344
'. 1928—W. 8. Cook, J. W. D. Stephens, Prospect . 2229
- 1929-—J, W, Stephens, C. B, Green, Rocky Grove__ ) 2875
11, 1930—J. W. D. Stephens, C, B. Green, Union Springs____ - 2450
;_ 1931—J. W. D. Stephens, C, B. Green, Howard Grove__ e 2323
g q] 1932—J. W. D. Stephens, C. B. Green, Free Will Rest - _- - 2374
i- 1933—A. H. Godfrey, C. B, Green, Spring Hill _ - 2360
B 1934—A. H. Godfrey, C. B. Green, Shiloh - o 2539
| '--“:,_7 1935—W. S. Cook, C. B. Green, Pleasant Home - . DL 2495
1936—A. H. Godfrey, C. B. Green, New H@.rmony . i | | _ - 2479
1 L 1937—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Corinth - 2447
1938—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Prospect | - - 2536
1939—@G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Pleasant Ridge ' - 2661
: 1940-—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Hickory Grove _ ~ 2619
{1 1941—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Rocky Grove___ 2853
1 «;f 1942—J. C. Howell, C. B. Green, Pleasant Home_____ - | - 2672
T 1943—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Pittman Creek | S 2727
it 1944—G. W. Nobles, C. B. Green, Howards Grove - . 2788
; 1\ {" | 1945—G. H. Jordan, C. B, Green, Union Springs e __2n7
SN "\{t 1946—G. H. Jordan, C. B. Green, Sedar Grove | _ - 9758
i [ 1947—@G. H. Jordan, C. B. Green, Springfield o ' 9750
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PROCEEDINGS

The State Line Free Will Baptist Association met with Spring Field Church
Houston County, Alabama, in its Sixty-Second Annual Session on Thursday, Oct.
o9th, 1947. The introductory sermon was preached by Rev. Ralph Lightsey. Text:
John 14:1-6, Acts 1:68, Romans 1:14-17. Brother Lightsey brought a very timely
- and pomtedly message, which was enJoyed by all present, .

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The body was called to order by the Moderator Rev. G ‘H. Jordan.
A fifteen minute devotional service was conducted by Bro. B. W. Clenney.
" Prayer by Rev. I. A, Norris. Visiting brethren were invited to seats with us.

Letters were called for from the different churches. By motion the letters
be read. The Moderator appointed Rev. G. W. Nobles and Bro, H. A. Hicks to
read the letters. Names of churches and delegates. Rockey Grove—by letter.

Prospect-—E T. Ingram, Arthur Trawick, Edd Battles, Thomas Cherry, Wil-
liam Brown, Sister Georgia Trawick, Edward Brown, Mary E. Brown, Dollie
Scott, Annle Howell, Rosana Prevatt, Nettie Cherry.

. Pleasant Ridge—Alvia Hart, Elmer Monday, J. T. Hall Sisters Gussie West,
~Agnes Monday, and Louise Hall. - ~ _
New Harmony—Johnnie Strickland, Ulas Granger, Annie Bell Stn_ckland,
- Leona Granger, James Calloway, Donnie Calloway, Ethel Granger Paulk,
- Cedar Grove—H. A. Hicks, Sister H, A. Hicks.
- Magnolia—Brunege Blakey, Francis Hammock, John Paramore Sisters
~ John Paramore, Robert Paramore and Nell Rose Etheridge..
Cormth—-ﬁFrank Baxley, A. J. Benefield, 'S. Jackson, Sister Bryon Mallory.
B Spring Field—Dock Hamrick, Sidney Bell, Slsters Sidney Bell, Linnie Ful-
‘ton, Rillie Fulton, Dorothy Lamb,
-+ Union Springs—E. R, Cook, E. J. Henderson, 8. F. Cook J. J. Anghn Fred
- Lewis, J. A. McNeal, Maxwell Sims. . |
' Hickory Grove—J. R, Long, G. W. Hatcher, Gavada Dltty, Cynthia Hallo-
way, Gertrude Hatcher. . e
- Hickory Hill—Sisters A. C. Tolar, Bessie Archabell and Emma White.
Howards Grove—A, J. Dickerson, Ivey Dickerson, W. H. Monday, Dewey
Jones, A. C. Womack G. E. Capps Slsters Ruby Nobles, Amanda Jones, Ninga Mae
Jones.
' By motion the letters were received and delegates .seated in the body.
Called for petitionary letters. None received.
.Called for correspondents from the different associations, namely:
Martin—B, W, Clenney.
Union Hill—Rev. Rufus Hyman as a visitor.
Southeastern—Rev, M. L. Hollis, Red Bay, Ala., and Rev John Golden, Eu-
faula, Ala., as visitors.
Midway—Rev John Barnes and Rev. E. C. Williams, as visitors.

By motion the delegates from Martin Association, together with the visitors
from other associations be seated with the body
By motion elect officers.

By motion suspend regular order of business and elect by nomination and
acclamatmn. Rev. G H. Jordan was re-elected Moderator and C. B. Green was

Wy
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re-elected clerk. Rev. G. W. Nobles was re-elected assistant moderator Reports
on auxiliaries were read and adopted. : :

Report on Home Missions was read and adopted |

By motion the Moderator appointed a committee on finance. They were as
follows, namely: Lendon Hamrick, J. R. Long, E. S. Jones. .

At this point a special collector for the Free Will Baptlst Orphanage in
Eldridge, Ala., was taken . which amounted to $38.14. By motion this collection be
included in the regular contribution and be sent to the Orphange in Eldrldge Ala

By motion we adjourn until 9:30 o’clock Frlday morning,

Song by the choir. Benediction by Rev. E. C, Williams.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

Reassemble with Rev, G. H. Jordan, the Moderator presiding. The Modera-
tor read for our morning lesson a portion of the 7th chapter of Judges.

Prayer by Rev. W. T. Wiley. Song by the congregation. -

Renewed call for corresponding letters, six received, namely:

Grangeburg—Brannon West, W. H. Howard

spring Hill—I. A, Tolar, Sister I. A, Tolar, Fay Tolar G. W, Jeffeoat Sister
G. W. Jeffcoat, Whitman Lynn, Bunion Ethridge.

Pittman Creek—A. H. Helms, G. H. Crutchfield, A. M. Clark, S1stcrs -L.onie

French, Edna Smith. e .
- Shiloh—Hershel Crel J. N. Edmondeon Gordon Odom, Pat Love, Slster Tru-
die Vinson. |

Pleasant Home—Harrel DIXOH Malcolm Coleman.

New Pilgrim—Oneal Kirkland, E. L. Hunter, .

By motion the letters were received and delegates seated in the body
. Renewed call for correspondents from the different assocmtlons they were
as follows:

Southeastern—Bro. C. A. Ornald, as a visitor. By motlon Bro. Ornald was
seated in the body.

Midway—Rev. W, T. Wiley, Rev. J. L. Tedder. Moved and carried that Bro
W1Iey and Bro. Tedder be seated in the body as honorary members

Report on education was read and adopted.

Report on suggestions was read, but not accepted. By motion the Modera-
tor appointed a committee on nominations. They were as follows: Ulas Granger,
A. Hart, T, E. Cherry. - , . '

By motion we adjourned until 1:15 o’clock for preachlng serwce Rev. M. L.
Hollis preached the 11:00 o’clock sermon, text 11th chapter of St. John. Subject:
Home-—Rev. Hollis used his subJect in an able and inspiring manner. Recess for
lunch and rest. .

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION ~

The body was called to order by Rev. G. H., Jordan, the Moderator. Song
by the choir. At this juncture Rev. W. T. Wiley gave a very interesting talk.
Renewed call for corresponding letters from the different churches None
received. -
Report on obituaries was read and adopted.
Report on temperance was read and adopted.
Report on nominations was read and adopted.
Report on finance was read and adopted. |
Called for correspondents to Sister Associations. They were as follows
Midway—E. S. Jones, G. W, Nobles, O, Z. Henderson
Salem—G. W. Nobles |
Liberty—Ivey Dickerson.
Southeastern—G, W, Nobles, E. S.. Jones

4
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Union Hill—G. W. Nobles, G, W. Jordan.
F‘Jerlda State Association—H. A. Hicks.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

" Moved and carried-—All churches of the State Line Association in Alabama
represent in ‘the Alabama State Association and all churches of the State Line
Association in Flarida represent in the Florida State Association.

- By motion, retain our same Home Mission Board with the exception ef Bro.
H. A. Hicks, who resigned. By motion Bro, James Calloway was  elected to fill
Bro. Hick’s place as a member of the Home Mission Board. -
On motion, retain our. same Executlve Committee. By metmn omit readmg
Decorum and calling the roll. :
. By motion, that Article I of the Decerum be changed to- read as. follews
The Moderater Clerk, Treasurer, Executive Committee and Home Mission Board

- shall be elected as the Association shall determine. Moved and carried. The Mod-

erator appointed the different cemmlttees on the flrst day of the session of the
association. - RN

Treasurer’s Report was read and adopted * |

- By motion, that Bro. J: W. D. Stephens be reimbursed $11.00 that he pald on
minutes. At this juncture a public collection of $13.01 was taken. By motion
$11.00 of this collection be pa1d to Bro. J W D. Stephens and the be.le.nee $2.01 go
to the minute funds.

By motion, that the question on the new Assoclatlenal letter. drafted by the
committee be tabled at this time and we use our same old Associational letters
now on hand until used up. & -

By motion pay our clerk $15. 00 for his services,

By motion pay our Treasurer $10.00 for his ‘services.

By motion pay our moderator $10.00 for his services.
| - The Moderator, Rev G. H. Jordan, donated his $10.00 to the Aqsecmtlenel

Funds. |

. By motion, we tender a vote of thanks to Spring Field Church and commun-
ity for their kindness and hospitality shown us during the S1tt1ng of this associa-
tion. By motion, that this association adjourn.

Song by the congregation.. Benediction by Rev. G, T.'V Nobles, ..

AP L - - REV, G, H. JORDAN, Moderater
C. B.. GREEN, Clerk.

SR 'CHURCH COVENANT

Having been brought, as we believe, by the divine grace to accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Preserver, we do now solemnly and joyfully cove-
nant and agreed, by  God’s help, to walk together in brotherly love.

. We therefore enter into covenant as members of this church and as Chris-
tians, that we will watch over each other in love sharing together each other joys
and sorrows; that we will not fersake the assembling - of ourselves and ethers
- that by divine assistance we will endeavor to bring up those under our care in the
nature and admonltlen of the Lord. that in all things we will strive to exemplify
our profession by a’ cerrespendmg‘ practice to abstain from all sinful conformity
" to the world, to be ]ust in our dealings, faithful in our engagements and exem-
plary in all our depertment that we will abstain from the sale and use of intoxi-
cating’liquors’as a’'beverage; that we will sustain the worship, ordinances, disci-
pline and doctrine of this church, that we will contribute cheerfully, according to
our ability, to the support of the ministry, the expense of the church, the rehef of
the poor and the general spread of the Gospel.
: In keeping this solemn Covenant may we ever enjoy the blessing and pres-
ence ef the great Head ef the Church,

— 5
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" CONSTITUTION

Art. 1. This Association shall be composed of delegates sent annually from-'
the churches upon which it is based. . :

Art. 2, Each church shall be entitled to two delegates for every twenty-fwe
members and one delegate for the fractional part of twenty-five, Prowdmg any
church having less than 25 members, it shall be entitled to two delegates. |

Art. 3. The delegates from each church shall bear a letter certifying their
election, to which shall be subjoined a table stating the number baptised, received
by confession of faith, by letter, by restoration, dismissed by letter, excluded or
died within last associational year, amount of all contributions, the time of the
monthly meeting, the membership, ordained and licentiated ministers with their-
postoffice and signed by the pastor and clerk of the church with their post office.

Art. 4. Newly constituted, or other churches, desiring admission into ‘this
union shall petition by delegation and letter and if upon examination found to be
orthodox and orderly, they be received into this Association and such receptlon |
shall be manifested by giving the right hand of fellowship.

Art. 5. It is expected that the churches composing this body will send dele-
gates and contributions every session and that no church withdraw from the Asso-
ciation without assigning reason. .

Art. 6. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator Clerk Treas-
urer, Executive Committee and Home Mission Board. The Executive Committee
and the Home Mission Board shall be composed of five members each.: _—

Art. 7. The Association shall meet annually, according to adjournment, and
shall have power to transact all business pertaining to the general good of the
body.

Art. 8. The constitution may be altered or amended by a mﬂ.]OI‘lty of the
delegates present during any season.

DECORUM

- Art. 1. The Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Excutive Committee and Home
Mission Board shall be elected anyway that the association shall determine.

Art., 2. Moderator shall preside over the deliberations of the Association
when in session, preserve order and submit motions and other matters. He shall
have the same right to vote as any other member, and provided the chair is occu-
pied the right to speech.

Art. 3. Every motion receiving a second shall be submltted to the body un-
less withdrawn. .

Art. 4. Only one person shall be allowed to speal{ at a time and such speak-
ers shall address the Moderator and shall not be interrupted while speaking ex-
cept by the Moderator and then only when he depart from the subject under de-
bate, provided however, any brother may address the Moderator to appomt of
order.

Art. 5. The clerk shall record the proceedmgs of the body when in session
and superintend the publication of the same and all other writing pertaining to
business of the Association. He shall also preserve a file of the minutes of thlS
Association, which he shall deliver to his successor in office. |

Art, 6 The treasurer shall keep a correct account of all funds recelved and
disbursed by him, showing the balance, if any on hand. He shall only pay out
money on the order of the Association or the Executive Committee.

- Art. 7. The Executive Committee shall have power to execute the laws and

regulations of the Association when the Association is not in session and to make
rules to the Constitution or Decorum of the Association.

Art. 8. It shall be the duty of the Home Mission Board to work for church

extension and church preservation, for which purpose they .;hall draw on the Exe-
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cutive Committee and various others for the necessary funds when the Assdciation
~is not in session. The Board makes rules and regulations for their government
- that are not in conflict with the Constitution or Decorum of this Association.
Art. 9. The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.,
Art. 10, This Decorum may be altered or amended by a majority of the
delegates present during any session.

CHURCH DECORUM

., 1., The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular conference
- in Associational year; or if they prefer it may choose as pastor for an indefinite
- length of time, to continue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper
to keep up the connection. _ i
2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be chosen at any other time,
than at the last regular conference of the associational year.

" 3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the church, but when he is absent
or does not sit as moderator being present a suitable brother shall be appointed

to sit in his place.

4. The pastor of each church shall have the power to form a presbytery
and ordain deacons for the church; also examine ordained ministers who make
~application to our order, shall be set apart in rank but not reordained.

5. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose duty it shall be
to superintend the collection and disbursement of the contributions made by the
- church for the pastor, etc., and to dlstrlbute the bread and wine in the administra-

~ tion of the Lord’s Supper.

6. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse pr neglect to
partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause, the same may
be laid before the church in conference if necessary,

| 7. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk, and it shall be his duty
to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the business of the church,
and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association. .

8. When a new Clerk is appointed, all books, etc., belonging to the Clerk
shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor

9. When a church deems it necessary a committee of not less than three
male members well acquainted with business, shall be appointed whose duty it
- shall be to give advice to brethren who apply to them relative to case of dealin,
etc.,, with the church.

10. - The church shall hold a two-day meeting monthly embracmﬂ' Saturday
and the Lord’s Day following, the first of which shall be the regular tlme of Con-
ference.

11. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female to attend each
conference meetlng if they can, for on that day the pastor is expected to instruct
the church in a Splrltual manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrlne
‘disciplines and the rule of holy living,
| - 12, Any church member who shall fail to attend three successive confer-
ences and any member whatsoever who may be generally remiss in attending the
. meetmgs of the church according to the Covenant (Art. 10), shall be cited to ap-

pear in conference and answer for neglect, but the church may exempt members
from this rule if necessary.
~ 13. Conference after prayer and divine service shall be opened as follows,
and conducted (1) Inwtmg brethren to seats. (2) Opening door of church for

. reception of members.” (3) Calling for the reading of the minutes of last confer-

~_.ence. (4) C.lling for absentees. (5) Acknowledgments. (6) For reference or
- deferred business. (7) For new matters of dealing which are to come before the
- I_body (8) For miscellaneous business.

7 _:
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14. Visiting brethren as helps called from sister churches shall be allowed .
to speak and make motions but not to vote.

15. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may be reee1ved 1nto the
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his Christian character is
unimpeachable and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it because
he desired to join this or some other sister church. All other members must Jom
by letter or baptism. -

16. No member shall be received without the unammeus consent of. the .
members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be valid and unless with-
drawn by the member who makes them be liable to be taken under dealing by the
church. -

. 17, When the Moderator calls for the absentees the clerk shall inform the
church what members have been absent for three successive conferences, and
Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next

conference. -

18. No member shall be expelled unless he hes 1been cited verbally or
writing to attend his trial provided his residence be known to the church,

19. When a witness, not a member of the church is introduced he shall not
be examined until the question has been put to the church “Will. you hear the .

testimony of this witness?”

20. ‘The evidence in every case of deallng and acknowledgment shall De -
mmuted in the church book. | | . |

21. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become dis erderly or
continue to hold their letters without o'ood reasons shall be cited to the confer-
ence to answer for their conduct. -

22. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their petltlen if
their Walks since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sincerely re-
pented of their former evil conduct. -

23. A vote shall not be taken upen any question Wlthout a move and a sec-
ond, and in all important questions the vote shall be taken by rising to the feer.

24, No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the con-
ference.

25. It shall be censldered dlserderly for any member to e.bsent himself from
conference when an important question is to be decided but a member upon h1s
request may be exempted from voting on either side in peculiar cases, ’

26. No member shall leave the house during conference without sufflc1ent
cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without permission, . c

27. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and

in

good feeling. Those who wish to speak must rise to their feet a.nd address the

Moderator and keep to the point in the debate.
28. No one shall speak more than three times on the same motion without
permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of anyone be unreasenably

long.
29, When the Moderater speaks m debate he ‘must ncmlnate some brother

in his stead.
30. No one shall be interrupted Whlle speskmg unless it

call him to order.

31, It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the admlmstratmn ef
the Lord’s Supper and feet washing, at least once a year.

32. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but the admlnlstra-
tion shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of deallng

33. . Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ebserved on. pre.per

is necessary te

occasions. o oo,




- - 34. The Decorum ine.y be amended or altered by the vote of two thirds of
members present at any two successive monthly conferences.

ARTICLES OF FAITH | L

| 1. OF GOD—We believe that there is one and only one living true God, in-
finite in His attributes, the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the universe, re-

vealed to us in the Scripture as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. -———Tlnl 1: 7; \Isa-
jah 45: 22; St. John 17: 2,

| 2. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES—We beheve the scriptures of the old and
“new Testaments were given by inspiration of God and binding on all as our infalli-

ble rule of faith and practice.—II Tim. 3: 16; Rom. 16: 4 and 4: 23, 24; Peter 1:
-18-21. | |
| - 3. OF CHRIST—We believe He is God manifest in the flesh being in His |
divine nature the true God, in human nature the true man, united in person the I

~~Messiah and the Mediator for the redemption of the world.—Luke 2: 4-12 inclu-
sive: Matt. 1: 18-21,

4. OF THE HOLY SPIRIT-—We believe that He is the third person in the
- Holy Trinity and possesses all personal divine attributes being the Reprover, Com-
forter and Sanctifier.—St, John 14: 25, 15: 26 and 16: 7-15 inclusive,

5. OF SALVATION—That the blessings of salvation are made free to all
by the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty of all to receive it by cordial and %
obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of any so long as the spirit - g

" continues to strive with them; but their own voluntary refusal to submit to the I,
Lord Jesus Christ.—Rom. 1: 16; Phil. 2: 12; Heb. 2: 3. -

6. THE FALL OF MAN-—We belleve that man was created sinless, but by
~ disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. All his posterity will sin
and come short of the Glory of God except that they receive Salvation through the
Lord Jesus Christ.—Genesis 3: 6; 1: 26; 5: 1 and 9; 6. Mark 16: 16; Acts 10: 43,
-~ 7. ATONEMENT-—We believe that Christ in His great compassion offered -
Himself as a sacrifice in our stead; therefore God desires the salvation of all and )
the Gospel invites all, and whemseever will may come and partake of the waters
of life—I Cor. 1: 7; Eph. 5: 2; Heb. 2: 9; Rom. 5: 5; Rev. 22: 17.

8. OF _ELECTION——-We believe that God has not fixed the future state of
men by any unconditional decree delivered from the beginning, except to save all I
‘who cemply with the terms of salvation.—John 8: 31. Luke 11: 28; Acts 10: 35: !
" Deut. 11: 26-28. - B

9. OF PERSEVERANCE—We believe that none will be finally saved but |:
those who threueh grace, persevere in holiness to the end.—John 8: 31; Tim. 1: |
19: Peter 2: 21, 22. *~

'10. GOSPEL ORDINANCES—We believe that baptism or the burial of be-
lievers in water and the Lord’s Supper and Washing of the feet are ordinances to
be perpetuated under the Gospel of universal salvation and to be observed by all
-true believers. Reference for Baptism; John 3: 5 and Rom. 6: 4. "Reference for
the Lord’s Supper Matt 26: 26-28, Reference for washing the Samt’s feet. John
13: 5-17 inclusive.

11. THE LORD'S SUPPER——-We believe that the Lerds Supper was 1nst1- o
~tuted by our Saviour as a commemorative ordinance; that the bread and wine
represent His Body and Blood; that it was instituted for Christians and that all 15
- Christians should unite in performing the sacred service, regardless of narme, de-
lnemination or distinction.—Gal, 6: 4; Matt. 7: 10; Rom. 4: 3, 4. 1
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12. THE RESSURECTION-—We believe when resurrection takes place the
soul 1a-nd body will re-unite and form an immorta} being; that the righteous will be
received into everlasting happiness and that the wicked will be driven Into ever- '1

lasting darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth —John 5: 29;

Acts 14: 16; Isa, 17 Heb, 9: 27.

TREASURER’S REPORT

| Amount on Hand October. 10, 1946 | -
For Education o ‘ | 49.00
For Home Missions _ , : 142,96

TOTAL | . $ 19196

Received for 1946 Session

For Minutes ' - __ §29.00
For Occasional Purposes, . 3750
For Education - | - . 44.25

- For Mission . . . 2632
‘Unaccounted for I . 200

TOTAL RECEIPTS _ | . ' §139.03

TOTAL IN TREASURY | L $ 331.03

Disbursements

Paid C. B. Green, Clerk Salary | . $15.00
Paid C. B. Green, Postage: - ' 2.22
Paid F. W. B. Press for 250 Minutes 29,00
(The bill for minutes was $40.00—J. W. D, StEphens paid $11 00) ’
Paid Rev. G. H. Jordan, Moderator . ) 1000 ,_
Reimbursed J. C. Howell for flowers for | . -
Bro. A. J. Grangers funeral L . 750
Paid J. W. D. Stephens, Treasurer. " - 10.00
Relmbursed J. W. D, Stephens___- ' | | e 1.32

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS - $ 75.04

Ralance in Treasury for Education i ~ '_ $ 93.25
Balance in Treasury for Mission 16178
Balance in Treasury for Associational Purposes | .96

 TOTAL BALANCE IN TREASURY_ - . $ 255.99

Respectfully submitted
J. W D. STEPHENS Treasurer
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We, your committee on temperance submit the following: We could be
temperate in all things. We are persuaded that Christian people should not need
be reminded of temperance in strong drink, which is a recognized enemy of all 3
mankind. We would warn Christians as a whole of the insidious viles of satan for '
everything counted for good, are sometimes overstressed. Praise of a good man
is good, but vain praise is intemperate. Like wise criticism in the spirit of love,
may be constructive but intemperate in criticism breeds strife. Beloved be stead-
fast, be temperate, be true. a | |

| | | Respectfully submitted,

NEW HARMONY CHURCH.

'~ COMMITTEE ON DIVINE SERVICE

o We, your committee on divine service make the following report: We nom-
- inate Rev. Rufus Hyman to preach Thursday night and Rev. M. L. Hollis to
- preach Friday at 11:00 o’clock.
| We, your committee on Auxiliaries, wish to make this following report: We £
believe that in each church there should be Auxiliaries of all types, namely: Sun-
-~ day School, Prayer Meetings, Leagues, Ladies Aid Society. For with these we
will have much stronger churches, and at the same time be training our young
people to be stronger in their services for the L.ord, and serve Him better. We
- often refer to this teaching our beloved Lord. “Train up the child in the way he -
should go, and when he gets old he will not depart from it.” This same teaching
- applies in like manner to our young people in our churches.
» - - Respectfully submitted,
- PLEASANT RIDGE CHURCH.

We, your com}mlttee on Home Mission make the following report: We be-
lieve in mission because Jesus said go ye into the world and preach my gospel.
‘This was one of the greatest commands given us by our Lord. Are we, as Free
Will Baptists doing this? We have partially now let each one ask ourselves this
question, have I obeyed this command,.the field of labor is white unto harvest.
But do we as a denomination have laborers willing to sacrifice his time and -
means to this work, God is depending on us as a church and denomination to |
carry out this command, so if we expect to be a progressive denomination we
must obey, and we urge each church to give to this cause.

Respectfully submitted,

UNION SPRINGS CHURCH.

,, — " REPORT ON EDUCATION - |
«  We, your committee on Education, recommend that each church in the As- B
sociation make a contribution to our Free Will Baptist School, the amount to be :
determined by each individual church. We recommend too that each church have -
a church library for the use of our children,

Respectfully sﬁbmitte-d,
‘ PROSPECT CHURCH.

- We, your committee on nominations, nominate Spring Hill Church as host
to the State Line Association in 1948, with the Rev. John Golden to bring the

Introductory Sermon, |
Respectfully submitted, - J

ULAS GRANGER. B

J. E. CHERRY. | o

ALNIE HART. ‘

—11— 5
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REPORT ON OBITUARIES

We, your committee on Obltuanes report the death of 13 members within
the bounds of the State Line Association, namely: Arch Cherry, Juniar MIHBI‘ -
Leaviana Strickland, Rev. Joseph Whitaker, R. B. Robinson, Hittie Hart, L. B.
Roney, Harris Hall, C C. Howell Tilton Calloway, Maggle Dyson Jessie Hick,
Harvy Rilery, Green Strickland. |

Respectfully submltted |
PITMAN CREEK CHURCH

On 'i:)ecember 25, 1946, one of our dearly beloved young ‘church me:mbers, 'H.
D. Miller, Jr., was called from this earth to a Better land beyond Jordan. Junior

was 14 years of age, just a young tender flower in the work for his creator here |

below. The night before Junior departed this life he carried -out his part well in
a play at our church (Pleasant Ridge) “Finding The True Meaning of Chrlstmas
Spirit.” ‘We feel Junior did this here and in the other land also.

God loved him more and needed him as-a little jewel to ‘shine in glory for
h1m ertten by a frlend -
| Respectfully submltted

- MRS, AGNES MONDAY. -

HICKS

In memory of Sister Jessie Hicks who departed this life August, 1947, - .

She leaves a husband and children to mourn her departure. She was al-
ways ready to carry on her part in church and her home, .

She was a long time member of Pleasant Home Church. She leaves behind
a host of friends and relatives. She will long be remembered by our church mem--
bers. But Jesus knew best and we must submit ourselves to His will. . |

We all feel the loss so keenly, but is not end for her, but is only the begm-
ning of new life in glory for her. May we bow in humble submission to the will
of Heavenly Father, and look forward to meeting her in that great beyond.

- Written by Clerk of PLEASANT HOME CHURCH.

OBITUARY

- In memory of Bro, Arch Cherry, a friend and loved one who departed this
life March 5, 1947. He was a member with us at Prospect Free Will Baptist
Church for many years. He leaves a widow, six children, several grand-children,
and a host of relatives and friends to mourn for him. Bro. Cherry was. layed to

rest at his church under a mound of beautlful flowers with hlS pastor conductmg
the funeral, Rev. John Golden,

Wntten by CHURCH CLERK

—12—
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' FINANCE REPORT

CORINTH—Minutes $1.00. Associational Purposes $7.00,"
ROCKEY GROVE--Minutes 75¢. Associational Purposes $2.50.

HOWARDE: GROVE———Orphanage $3.00. Minutes $3.00. Associational Pur-

.po;-,es $3.00. Education $3.00. Home Mission $3. 00.
HICKORY HILL~—Minutes $1.50. Associational Purposes $1 50

- PLEASANT RIDGE—Orphanage $5.00. Mmutes $1 00. Assoclatlona.l Pur-

poses $1.00. Foreign Mission $2.00. -
 NEW HAR\IONY—Mmutes $1.50., Assoo1at1onal Purposes $1 00. Educa'tion

~ $13.00. I
UNION SPRINGS—Minutes $2.50. Associational Purposes $2. 50

HICKORY GROVE—Minutes $4.00. Associational Purposes $4.00.

" CEDAR GROVE—Minutes 50c. Associational Purposes $2.00. SN

- - MAGNOLTIA—DMinutes $1.50.. Associational Purposes_$2.00 Othor Puvposes
$2.50. - |

| GRANGEBURG—Minutes 50c. Associational Purposes $1.50.
SHILOH—Minutes $2.00. Associational Purposes $6.00. |

PITTMAN CREEK—Minutes $1.50. Associational Purposes $1.50.

- SPRING HILL—Minutes $2.00. Associational Purpcses $8.00.

PLEASANT HOME—Mmutes $1.50. Associational Purposes $1.50.

$1.00.
PROSPECT—Minutes $2.50. Associational Purposes $2.50,.

SPRING FIELD—Minutes $2.50. Assoc1at1onal Purpose:. -$2.00, Education-

$2. 50 Foreign ‘Mission $3.00.

GRAND TOTALS—Orphanage $8.00. Minutes $30.75. Assocmtlonal Purposos'-
$50.50. Education $18.50. Floreign Mission $5.60. Home Mission $4.00. Other.

Purposes $2.50.

Respectfully submitted,
. E. S. JONES.
J. K. LONG.
'LENDON HAMRICK.

NEW PILGRIM—Minutes $1.00. Assoolatwna,l Purposes $1 00. Home Mlssmn |
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~ OTHER DISBURSEMENTS

.....

e CORINTH-—-—Heme M1ss10n $1000 Orphanage $29 90 Camp Fund $10 53
e Revwal Helper $25 00 - -- - -

NEW HARMONY—Forewn Mlsswn $16 46. Orphanage $900

PLEASA.NT RIDGE—-Fcrelgn MISSIOHS $2 00 Orphanage $'ﬁ 00

- ':Church $40 55

itk

R -‘$27 20. Revwal Helper $75 00. Lecal Church $45.44.

IS -~$27 00 ‘Local Church $64.50

| '_Revwal Helper $5O 00

© . PITTMAN CREEK-—Orphanage $15 oo
* SPRING I-IILL—Orphanage $18 40

SUNDAY SCHOOL DISBURSEMENTS FOR 1946

- __'.-"ments $9.11 for Bible. $5.00 for Pastor. |
L PROSPECT————Orphange $40.00. Mlssmns $35 00 Bulldmg Fund $4000

o IISIOIIS $55.15.
SHILOH—-—$7 61 fer Seng Boeks $7 00 fer Church

" — .

F W B LEAGUE DISBURSEMENTS FOR 1946

T

B - -
'Q-tk"" . ‘h'hl .

| .-fer Church Upkeep | R e

IADIE‘S MISSIONARY~SOCIETY DISBURSEMENTS FOR 1946

"—-.-u,\__

Mlssrcn $13.79 te the Needy $2 (}0 fer Assocmtlenal Purpeses

-l i

UNION SPRINGSHI“crelgn MISSIOH $6 10 Orphanage $45 60 - Re\fivai'..'_3'
_}‘:__Helper $42.00. | - S o - - S

SPRING FIELD—-—Ferelgn Mlssmn $7 00 Orphanage eM.’fOl i 'Camp Fund :_::
"-_?-'$11 25 Remval Hellper $20.00. Local Church $470 T

PROSPECT~Fere1gn MISSIOIIS $15 00 Orphanage $24 00 Revwal Helper_:_} '5
S "..-_'-$70 00 ‘Local Church. $216 00 | |

I—IOWARDS GROVE——Fcrelgn MIS.:IOIIS $13 00 Heme Mlselens $18 a4 Or-

ST phanage $120 85. - Local Church $42 65. - = T oL
S CEDAR GROVE-——Ferelgn Mrssmns $2 00 Hfime _-_MiSs_iolis' . $2'00' Lccal

I—IICKORY GROVE—eForelgn MISSIOHS $143 83 Educatlon $43 83 Orphanage‘.'_'_ :

MAGNOLIA—Forelgn MISSIOHS $16 00 Heme MISSIOHS $11.16. 'Orphauage ::_ﬁ

SHILOI-I-—-FcreIgn MISSIOHS $9 15 I—Ieme Mrssmm. $5 28 O'rp'hana'ge ‘325_00" |
SPRING FIELD-:B5 00 fer Asscmatlonal Purpeses $1586 Church Improve-"_ 1 '

HICKORY GROVE—~Orphanage $5.00. Forelgn MISSIOHS $25 00. Hcme Mlu-.?..-:..

- PROSPECT'—$5 00 for Blble College $10 00 fer Summer Blble Camp $11 25

SPRING F’IELD-—-—$68 10 for Church Improvement $5 00 to Pa.stor $10 00 fo.r;-}.:-
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