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PROCEEDINGS • 

Of the Forty-third annual session of the State· Line Free Will Baptist 
• 

Association, convened with Antioch church, four m:Ies east of Hamil-
ton, in Marion County, on Friday and Saturday, before the second 
Sunday in October, 1947. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 
'I'.he congregation assembled at 10:00 o'clock with song by con

gregation. Prayer by Rev. Joe Frederick. 
Devotional conducted by C. R. Puckett, who also read soul-insp:

ration'al scriptures, after which many fine testimonies were heard. · ' 
The Moderator, Rev. V. L. Woodham, brought a very inspiring 

message at the 11 o'clock hour, using 148 Psalms, 4th verse, for his 
text. A' good old-time hand shake among the congregation and then 
adjourned for a bount:ful dinner. · 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SE~SION 
Met back at 1 :00 o'clock. ' . 
Opened the Association with song by the congregation. 
Prayer by Rev. Marvin McColl. 
Special Song. 
The Moderator declared the house in order and ready· for busi-

ness. 
Regular moved and second we proceed with the business of the 

association. Carried. 
Regu!ar moved and second that Rules of Decorum be read.· Car

ried. 
Bros. W csley A. Green and Clay Chotts were appointed reading 

clerks. 
Call for church letters and seating of delegates. 
Antioch-Taylor Peoples, Calvin Howell, Floyd Winsett. 
Barnesville-Emmit Hall, Flint Farris,· Marvin Winsett, Dewey 

Allen. 
Fuirfield-Clabe Abbott. 
New Hope-F. F. Terry, F. l\I. Tice, Sister Evie T:ce and Flossie 

Ballard. 
New Salem-,-Bro. Neb McPherson, Bro Curtis Palmer, Sister 

Ncb, Mrs. McPherson. · 
. New Pleasant Hidge-Bro. Dallas Sandlin, Verlon Camp, John 

N. Harris. 
New Center Point-Bro. Velmon Carter, Bro.- William Green 

Puckett, Bro. Grover McCool. .. 
Freewill Chapel-Bro. Clayton Haskett, · Charlie Elliott, L. D .. 

Ihll. : 
Pleasant Ridge-Bro. and Sister Archie Armstrong, Sis. Hester 

Wiginton, Sis. A. C. Winsett. 
Rockey Grove-Bro. George J. Sanderson, 

son, Odie Taylor, Sis.' Am'lie Taylor. 
Sis. Geneva Sander-

• 

' ' " .. 
Siloam-Bro.· Oscar Jeffreys,. Phelon Smith, Jim Jeffreys. 
Union Ridge-Bro. ·willie Carruth. 

• 

.. 
' 

,'' '. . 
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Evans Chapel-;- Jeffie Bl:ss, Oscar Call, Filon Terrell. 
., Community-Not represented. . ... ' 

Pleasant Site-Bro. R. J. Anthony, Bro. Ben . Aldridge, Archie 
Sadawhite. . . 

Piney Grove-Bro. and Sister A~len, Sister Bishop,. Bro. Miller. 
New Bethlehem-Bro. Bunk· Head, J. A. Woodham. 
Regular moved and second that the church letters be received 

' and the delegates be seated. Carried. 
, · .. Regular mpved and second visiting delegates from the JaspC1 

Association be· seated among the body, name:y: Rev. 0. S. Gardner, 
.Joe L. Frederick, .J. A. Frederick, J._ A. Godsey. Canied. 

' . -----
• 

· APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 
Devotional-Bro. A. C. Win~ett, John Woodham, J. E. Alvis, with the 

Deacons of Antioch Church. · · 
Docunwnts and Order of Business-Revs. Sam Howell,. G. R. Puckett, 

I. K. Boyett, Bro. John Carter, L. V. Collier, 0. S. Ga<"dncr, J. A. 
Frederick, Dallas Sandlin. 

Finance-Bros Sam Carter, F. U. Tice, .Joe F'redcrick, · J .. A. Arm-
. ·strong, Floyd· Winsett, Clayton Haskett .. · . 

Sunday Schools-Sister Sam Howell, Sister Gmm, Sister S:mderson, 
Bro .. Bobbie Jeffreys, J. A. !:ea:s, W. G. Puckett, Jeffie ·miss. 

Literature-Bro. Jim Jeffreys, Junior Sanderson, Rev. Marvin McCool, 
-: 'w.: . C. Shotts, . Roy Barnes, Bro. Clabe. 

Deceased Members-J. G. McCool, D. L. Brown, Bro. Bishop, 'l'.t~·lo:r·. 

Peoples, Bro.· Allen, Emmit Hall. 
.O•·dination-Bro. F. F. Terry, Rev. I. K. Boyett, Rev. J. A. Godsey, . 

Rev. C. R. Puckett, Bro. Ausie Tate, Bro. 'Ira Triplett; 
Regular moved . and second that the ordinntion committee exam

hie Bro. Collier and Bro. lhrnes. The report being· favorable, :it cWW:l 

regular moved and second that they go· through with the ordination .. 
Bro. L. V. Collier and Bro. Rojr Barnes came forward and were ·· or
daihed to go forth 'into the world and preach the gospel to sinful pC'o-

. 
p.e. 

· · · ·TiegU:Ilir 'moved· arid second report of the Devotional Committee 
he· received and committee discharged. Carried . . ,. ,. . . ' 

:' · · We,· your con1mittee· on Order of Business recommend that Rev. 
0. S. Gardner preach tonight and Rev. J, A. Godsey conduct -the De-. 
yotional service; Rev. I. K. Boyett preach tomorrow at eleven o'clock 
Rev. llobbie Jeffreys pre:.:.~.l tomorrov; nir;ht, nr·o. A. A. l'ec-pl::-::; cc!!-·". . . . duct .the DevotiOnal service.· 

G. W. Cantrell, Chairman. 
· ';;Assignment of Delegates to homes. 

Regular moved and second that we sing- u song' and adjourn until 
Saturday morning: · Carried. 

----- • 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
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·Met back at 7:00 o'clock,· with song and prayer. 
Devotional was conducted by ·Rev. J. A.·Godsey. 
The Rev. 0. S. Gardner brought us a very inspirational mcs;mge, · 

which aroused the christian spirit in all its sincerety. 
Closing prayer by Bro. Godsey. 
Dismissed by Bro. Boyett. 

·-----
SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

The body reassembled at the church at 9:30 o'clock. 
Song, directed by Bro. Marvin \V:nsett, with prayer. 
Devotional was conducted by Bro. J. A. Godsey at which time 

many good testimonies were heard . 
• 

Song by congregation. 
Prayer by Rev. Sam ·Howell. · 
It was regular moved' and second that the body allow Rev. W. H. 

Ryland, Supt., of the Eldridge Orphans Home, 30 minutes, who ga\ e 
a good talk on the ·home and the plans, how to maintain the home, etc. 

Song by the congregati<,m, at which time an offering was taken 
for the Home and the neat sum of $75.00 was donated by the body, 
besides approximately the same amount was pledged by various ones. 
'Ihe cash was turned over to Bro. Ryland. 

Song by the congregation. 
· Message by Rev. I. K. Boyett, in his usual good old time way, 

brought a soul stirring message that sank deep into the hearts of inen 
and wonien. 

Adjourned for lunch. 
.. 

• 

SATURDAY AFFTERNOON SESSION 
The congregation gathered back at 1 :00 o'clock with singing by 

congregation. · 
Prayer by Rev. ·c. R. Puckett. 
The Moderator, Rev. · V. L. Woodham took over and by consent 

of the body, gave Rev. H. A. Pitts, Moderator of the State Association 
a· few miriutes to speak in behalf of the Association. · 

Regular moved and second that we seat· as Corresponding Dele
gates from Jasper Association, Revs. W. H. Ryland, H. A. Pitts, aRd 
Bro. Reno, who is in the field in behalf of Temperance. 

Roll Call of Delegates. "·· 

• 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES 
• 

Documents and Order of Business: 
We, your committee on Documents and Order of Business recom

mend that all sections as shown in Minutes be adopted except Sectiou 
4, wherein 've Tecom'mend that the following be inserted as amended, ... 
to create.a Home Mission Board of 3 members, to be appointed in 
each church 'of the Association for the purpose of taking up an offer
ing .for I_Iome Mission, and be disbursed by said Board as they deem 
necessary. No act:on by the body. 

· · · · · ··sam· Howell, Chairman . 

• 

• 

• 
' 

• 

• 
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: ( Regular moved and second the report be' accepted as;, amended 
: . and committee discharged •.. Carried. 
.• Sunday School: .·. 

I • • 

We your committee on Sunday Schools, report that we find that 
ten of our churches have Sunday Schools and five that do not have a 

. Sunday School, and those that do not have a sunday school, shou.d 
. . . 

. organize .one immediately, and cuse smly .Free Will .Baptist. literature • 
. ·· .,_ Mrs. Sara. Ho;vell, Chairman. 

Regular mo.ved and second that the. report be accepted as .. r.ead 
and committe.e discharged .. Carried, 

• 
Literature: 

We,· your committee on Literature recommend that all churches 
use the Bible in prayerful study. Also the use of Free. Wi.l .Baptist 
Literature in our .Sunday Schools anc;l :J;,_eague,. · W.e also .. recommend 
that every home use religious literature. . 

. George J. Sanderson, Chairman. 
· Regular moved and. second the. report be accepted as read and 

committee discharged.. Carried, · . - . ' . 
Deceased Members: 
. . . ' 
' . We your committee on decesed members )eg .. leave to .report as 

. follows: · · 
... That Bro. J. B.. Watt~ .. and Bro. Jim Goo per. have .. been called 

home from, the B:trnesville church, we feel that our loss is heaven's 
1 .• - ' 
··~ . - . . . ' 

. . gam. . " 

' 

. . . 
L. E. Hall, Taylor Peop:es, C. R. Allen, J. G. McCool,. M. R. lli~hop. 

. Chair!nan. · 
P. S. We did not have the letter from Plea:>ant Site, we find that 

• 

Bro. C. P. Thompson, has passed away an,d.gone on. 
• 

' Credentials: 
• • 

. W.e, your committee on Credentia:s, report as follows: We find 
. all ministers in good standing, so far as we know . 

. , .A. L. Bro;wn, James M. Howell, J. E. Alvis . .. 
' Finance: . . ' . 

We,·your committee on.Finance, beg leave to report as follows: 
\. l\' e find . associatipnal fund .. from, last year.·-------------------------------$65.31 

' - . . . . . 

Collected this year ------------'------------------- ------------------------------------- $55.88 . . . 

T 0 TAL ---------------------------- ---------------------------- $$121.19 
Unified Pro gram ______ ------------------------------------------------------ ---------·- $3.00 

, Associational Fund ---------------------7·------------------------------------~- $54.13 
Orphan's Home ------------------------------------'-.. ·------.. ·--------------------------- $2 9. 6 0 

L. G. Carter;. Chairman. 
• • 

Regular moved and second that the report be received and the 
committee discharged; . Carried. 

· R_eport of Evangelist to the Association, Rev. . C. · R. Puckett. 
: -. Letter follows. 

LETTER TO ASSOCIATION . • . 
Greenwood Spring'S, ~~liss. 

Oct. 11, 1947. 
. . 

... 'Ihis .is a report of my. work ... I .have. visited all oui· churches in >the 



• 

5 

A::soCiation. I have' preached 12G sermon::: this year. I have held four 
funcralt, run three revivals. I have had a number of souls saved 50 
or more. I have baptised 40 people or more. I have• have had 45 to 
join the church. I have organized 1 church with lG members. I have 
had the pleasure of visiting and working" in foregn fields in this work. 
I 'have drove my car 4,658 mi:es. I have received for Evangelistic 
work, $1G5.9G . Also for pastoring churches, $285.57. A total of 
$451.53. I have enjoyed the years' work as Evangelist for our Associ
atiGn. I haven't done all I would like to have· done. My prayers for 
this ne"~t year regardless of who is Evange:ist, that our churches will 
s~and by him. May God bless us all in our As-sociation. 

Your Brother in· Christ, 
C. R. PUCKETT, Evangelist. · 

Regular moved and second that the report and letter as read, be 
received. Carried. 

By a vote of the body the next session of this Association will 
meet with New Bethlehem Church, near Henson's Springs, about 10 
miles south of Hamilton, on Friday and Sa:urday bet(;." , .. e ;;,xouJ 

Sundny in October, 1948. 

Dele!:'ates to Sister Associations • 
. TUPELO-Bros. I. K. Boyett, Bobbie Jeffreys L. C. Wright. 
VERNON- Bros. Troy Barnes and Clayton Haskett. 
JASPER-Rev. Sam Howell, V. L. Woodham, Bro. Collier. 
STATE-Bros. C. R. Puckett, I. K. Boyett, Marvin McCool. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Regular moved and second we enter into the election of officers 

for the ensuing associatonal year. Carried • 
. By the vote of the body, Rev. I. K. Boyett was elected Moderator 

and Rev. Sam Howell Assistant l\Ioderator. · 
On m.otion and second of the body, L. C. Wright was re-elected 

Clerk, Ira Triplett, Treasurer, Claude Winsett, Corresponding Secy., 
and C. R. Puckett be retained as Evangelist for another year. Carried. 

Regular moved and second we give the 40 per cent old age fund 
to Bro. I. K. Boyett,. which amounted to $21.65. 

CLERK'S REPORT 
Balance Minute Fund from last year -----------------------------. . 
Minute fund collected this year --------------------------------------
Public col:ection, Minute fund ______________ c _____________ ::,.. ________ _ 

Associ n tiona 1 fund _______ .. _________________ ......... ______ ----~----------------

Unified Program ------------------------------------------------------------
0 rphan' s Home _______________ ..... --------- ____ ------------------.. --~- --~-----

'1 '0 TAL __ ·--·---------------------__________ ---------·-----------------
PAID OUT: 

Turned over to •.~,•,·easurer --------------------------------------------
I 'a1'cl .. l\Ioderator · · ~--_ ..... ________________________________________ ,.. ________________ _ 

. $4.15 
$51.75 
$11.30 
f54.13 

$3.00 
$29.60 

$153.93 

$ 33.88 
$10.00 

I 

• 
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Paid Clerk --------------------------~--,---------·-------------·------------------- · $15.00 
Paid for Minutes --------------------------·------------------------------- $40.00 
Bro. I. K. Boyett (40 per cent old-age benefiit) __________ $21.65 

. 0 rp han's . Home ______________________________________________ : __________ c___ $2!) , G 0 

U n:fied Program --------------------·--------------------- ~----'---------c __________ ,______ $3. 0 0 

. T 0 TAL ---------------------------------------------------------- $15 3.13. -
Balance on hand ------- --------------------- ------------------·-------------------------- · • 8 0 

By a unanimous vote of the body, we· hereby extend to Antioch 
Church and the surrounding community, our heartfelt appreciation for 
the splendid cooperation and entertainment in their homes during this 
session of the Association. May God's richest blessings be with you 
all. 

Regular moved and sc~ond we adjourn by singing and taking the 
parting handshake .. 

' . ' 

V: L. WOODHAM, Moderator. 
L. C. WRIGHT, Clerk. 

CLERKS AND POSTOFFICES 
ANTIOCH James l\L Howell, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 3, Box 147. 
BARNESVILLE- Charlie Parmer, HamEton, Ala., Rt. 4 . 
..;'AIRVIEW-D. B. Stone, Baldwin, Miss., Rt. 3. 
NEW HOPE-:-Ben R. Arthur, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 3. 
NEW SALEM Jewel Stone, Bexar, Ala. 
NEW CENTERPOINT-D. L. Brown, Greewood Springs, Miss. 
NEW PLEASANT RIDGE-Fleeta Palmer, Greenwodd Sprin~~
FREEWILL CHAPEL--Dorothy Barnes, Vernon, Ala., Rt. 1. 
PLEASANT RIDGE-Wesley A. Green, Hamilton, Ala. Box 3l!l 
PLEASANT SITE-Don't know. . 
ROCKEY GROVE-Mrs. J. G. Sar..derson, Hamilton, Ala. Rt.4. 
SILOAM-Mrs. Michael Rye, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 1. 
UNION RIDGE Johnnie Myers, Sulligent, Ala. 

·EVANS' CHAPEL--Oscar Cole, Hackleburg, Ala. 
COMMUNITY-Not represented. 
PINEY GROVE-Carlie Miller, Brilliant, Ala., Rt. 1. 
NEW BETHLEHE~1-Florence Mason, Su:Iigent, Ala., Rt. 4. 

--:----
CALL FOR REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

Documents and Order of Business. 
' 

1. We recommend that the Clerk shall have $15.00 for his \Vorl> 
and that he superintend the printing of the minutes, and that the Mod
erator shall have $10.00 for his work in the Association. Carried. 

2. We recommend that the Moderator preach the Introductory 
Sermon at the next A:;sociation. Carried. 

3. _We recommend that the body decide where the Association 
shall convene another year. Carried. 

Sec. 4. To create a Home 1\lission Board, composed of three 
members to be appoointed in each church ofths Association, for the 
purpose of taking up an offering for Home Mission, and be disbursed 
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b~· said Board as they deam necessary. 
5. We recommend. that each church take up a public offering as 

much as twice a year for Associational funds to be used as follo>vs: 
·10 per cent to be med for Old-Age Ministers; 40 per cent for charitable 
funds and 20 per cent for Church Extension Work. Carried. 

6. We recommend that no money be paid out of any fund, except 
by order of the Association. Carried . 

. 7. We recommend that our pastors c":plain to the various churches 
Ti~hing and giving according to the teachings of the Bib:e. Carried. 

RULES OF THE PREACHERS 
l. All ministers wishing to become members of the Association 

will be required to go before the Credentials Committee with a recom
mendation from the church of which they are a member, and also be 
called upon to pre3ent their credentials for examination and answer 
sat,isfactorLy such questions as they may ask of them . 

~ 2. , Any minis:er who behaves himself unbeco:nin.:;ly to his high 
:md exalted calling shall be reported by the credentials cJ;nmittce to 

• 

the AsJociation who shall deal with him. 
4. All ministers wiil be required to strictly adhere to the teach

ings of the Free Will Baptist, according to the Artic:es of Faith. 
5. All ministers wil~ be required to sRpgort and stand by all 

boardJ and committees appointed l:.y the Association and do their ut
most to make them a success. 

G. No minister shall s:r;eak slanderously or cast personal reflect
io:1s 11pon a;qtl}e~ .min;l;~er .that Will ht{l·t his. influence. Or minsterinl 

--~--- --~- ---- ··-·· 
standing. . ·. 

7. AJ h1inisters arc requested to make an ·annual report of the 
work done by h'im and submit the report to the Association at the reg-

! • • ' . . 
tL.:.1r session.!.;. --. s . · 9~ 

8. Any minister who draw:. his letter fr.om the church to which 
he belongs al'ltomatically' cancels his credentials ·until he joins some 
other church. of the same faith and order and he is not allowed to min
ister any 'f~g\J_t{that is allowed the minister of the gospel to perform. 

9. ·No minister shall receive any members in the different church" 
cs of the State Line Free Will Baptist Association except by a move. 

. . and second 'in the different churches . 

. , . FORM OF CHURCH CONFFERENCE - • 

!l. Ca._ll the Ch11rch to order by the Moderator. 
-~--

.... ' 

Call for the Peace of the Church. · -2. 
• 

3. Opportuity for members .. 
4. Inviting Brothers and Sisters to seats with us. 
5. Reading of the Minutes of the last Conference. 
G. Is there any reference? 
7. Appointing of committees. 
8. Any acknowledgements. 
9. Report of committees. 
10. Unified business. 
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11. Unfinished business. 
12. Distress members. 
13. Adjournment. 

CHURCHES, PASTORS AND POSTOFFICES 
AN'I'IOCH-V. L. Woodham, Bexar, Ala., Rt. 2. 
BARNESVILLE-Grady Hudson, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 4. 
FAIRVIEW-0. S. Gardner, Hackleburg, Ala., Rt. 
NEW HOPE J. A. Godsey, Hamilton, Ala., Rt. 3. 
NEW SALEM-G. 0. Parker, Tremont, Miss. 
NEW CENTERPOINT-Marvin l'l'lcCool, Sulligent, Ala. 
NEW PLEASANT RIDGE-C. R. Pucke~t, Greenwod S;win!!:il, 
Mis3., Rt. 1. 
FREEWILL CHAPEL- C. R. Puckett, Greenwood S1rin~s, l\I:ss. 
PLEASANT RIDGE-V. L. Woodham, Bexar, Ala., Rt. 2. 
l'LEA:JANT SITE--Dobb:e Jeffreys, Eamilton, Ab., Rt. 2. 
ROCKEY GROVE-"-0. S. ·Gardner, Hacl;leburg, Ala., Rt. 

' ' SII;OAM-Eobbie Jeffreys, H<:mi!ton, A: a, Rt. 1. 
UNJON RIDGE-C. R. Pusl-::ett, Greenwood Springs, Miss .. Rt. 1. 

~ . ' -. 
EVI\NS' CHAPEL-I. S. Frederck, Hacklehurg, Ala. 
CO.l\fMUNITY -Not represeitted. .: 

- - ' 
PINEY GRqyE-C; R. PuCJ;;)tt, Greenwood Springs, Miss. Rt. '1. 
NEW BETHLEHEM-Bobbie Jeffreys, Hamilton, Ala., Ht. 1. 

:. OTHER 0::-!DAINED MINISTERS ADDRESSES 
FAIRVIEW-Rev. W. C. Shotts, Bexar, Ala., Hev. Sam Howell, 
Be,:ar, Ala., Rt. 2. 

ARTICLES· OF· FAITH , ~; . .. . . ' 
1. We believe that there· g biit oJ1e truil E~ernr.l God, the j?a~h'cr 

' ' ~· . 

of whom all things, from everlasting to everlasting, glodous and immu-
tible to all his attributes--,1 Cor. 8:6, Is::). 40!26. ,, 0 , ,. . - . . 

2. Wfr. believe that therQ in one ,I;lor_d Jesus Christ, by whom are 
all things, t4.e only begotten son· M God, born of the r Vir;_;in 1\Iary, 
whom God freely sent into the world, b_e_caus~,of the great Jove where- . 
with he loved the world, and Christ as free:yJ gave ~msel£., as ransom 
for all, tasting death for every· ~an, .who was buried .'and rose again· r

the third day, ascended into Henve·n, from where we look for Him the 
second-time_in the.clouds of Heaven at the last day, to judge the quick 
and the dead. l Tim. 2 :5-6; He b. 2; John 3 :16; Rev. 1 :7; Acts 24 :15-1 
John .2,.:~.,. • . · 

::!. We believe th'at there is ono Holy· Ghost; -the precious gift·of
the Father through his dear son, unto the world, who quickeneth and 
draweth sinners h•>me to God. St. John 16:7-8; Acts 2:1; Eph. 2,1-4-4-6. 

4. We be:: eve that in the beginning God made man upright 
and placed him in a state of glory without the last mixture of misery, 

' ' from which he voluntarily, by transgression, fe:J, and by that means 
brou:;ht on himself a miserable r.nd mortal state subject to death. 
Gen. 2:17-3-lD. 

' • 

' ' 
' 
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' 
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5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish, but 

that all come to repentance and the knowledge of the truth, that they 
might be saved for which end Christ had commanded the gospel to be 
preached among all nations and to every creature. Mark 15:16; John 
3:15-17; Tim. 2:4. · 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ, 
who died for him, but as the· scripture ha& said, for denying the Lord 
that brought them, because they believe not in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God, unbelief, therefore being the cause why the just 

. and righteous God of Heaven will condemn the children of. men, it fol
lows against all contradictions that all' men of one time or another, are 
found such a capacity, as that through the furnace of God they must 
be saved .. Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; John 5:10. · 

·7. We believe the whole scriptures ;nfalibly true, and that they 
· are the only rules of faith and practice. 2 Tim. 3: 16-17. 

-

8. We believe in the doctrine of general provisions made of God 
in Christ for the benefit of all mankind who repent and beleieve the 
gospel. Luke 14: 16-20; Matt. 28:19-20; Luke 13:3-5 Luke 24:47; 
Acts 3:19; Mark 1:5. 

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God the Father, by tht:: 
Holy Ghost, through Christ, His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers 
His div ne aid to all the human family, so as they all might be happy, 
would they give place to His divine teachings,· whereas such as do no~ 
receive the divine impressions· of His Holy Spirit shall at a future· day 
own their condemnation just, and charge themselves with their own 
condemnation for willful rejecting the offers of soverign grace 
Matt. 11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11-12; Jef.22 :29. 

10. vVe believe that men, not considered simply as men, but un
godly men, were of old ordained to condemnation, · considering sue], 
who turn the grace of God into Jasciviousnes>:, denying the only Lord 
God, Jesus Christ, who brought them, and therefore, shall bring upon 
themselves swift destruction,,but we observe that they are and such the 

' ' Apostle sa)ieth because ·they' receive not the love of the truth. That 
' 

they might be saved therefore, the,,indignation and wrath of God is 
upon every son of man that -~.9~th evil, living and dying therein, for 
there is no respect of person with God. Jude 1:4; Pet. 2:1-2; Thes. 
2:11-12; Rom. 2:9-11. . 

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not ac
tua]y transgressed against the law of God, iri- their own persons, a1 c 
only subjct to the first death, which was brought on them by the fuJI 
of the first Adam, and not that any one of them dying in the state 
shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's sin, for such is 
the kingdom of God. Cor. 15:22; Mat. 18:2-5; Mark 9:36-37 Mat 19:16. 

12. We believe that good works are fruits of a loving faith and · 
that in the use of the· means of grace and not out of the use of those 
means, Eternal life is promised o men. Rev. 22:14-15; lsah 1:19-20; 
Matt. 8:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34-35. 

• 
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13.- We believe thd no man has any warrant in the holy scrip
tures for justification before God through his own work, power or abil
ity which he has in and for himself, on·y he by grace he is made able 
to come to God through Jesus Christ, believing· the righteousness of 

' 

· Jesus Christ to be imputed to all belivers for their eternal acceptance 
with God. Rom. 4:24; Acts S :20-21. 

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God 
so that G<?d knoweth whatever can or cannot come to pa!:>s upon all 
supposed conditions, but not having-decreed any person to everlasting 
life, out of respect or mere choice, farther than he hath appointed the 
Godly unto life, and the ungodly, who' die in sin unto death. He b. 4:13; 
Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 25:31-46. 

15. We believe as to touching gospel ordinances, in be:ievers, 
baptism, laying on the hands, receiving of the sacrament, in bread and 
w'ne, washing the ~aints feet, annointing the sick with oil in the name 
of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise to God, and the r.uh'ic min
istry of the word, with every institution of the Lord, we shall find in 
the new testament. Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 9:6; Luke 19:22-
9; John 13:5~7; James 5:14. 

16. We believe the gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, 
and believers are the only subjects for baptism. Matt. 3 :16; Mark 1 :9-
10; Isaiah 2:38-39; Rome* ,4; Col. -2:12. 

17. We believe in a ITenernl rP."urrection of the dead and a final 
judgment at the last day. John 5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:10. 

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the 
torments of the wicked are end:ess. Matt. 46:25. 

CON ;TITUTI<VI 
1. This Association shall be !mown ·as !he S~ate L'ne F:·ee Will Baptist 

Association of Alabama- and Mississippi. 
2. This Assocation shall be composed of m:nlsters, deacons and dele

gates of different churches forming the same. 
3. All ministers and churches wis4ing to become members of this body 

m1.:.st, willingly, subm t to the Art:clcs of Faith, Cons~itution and Ru es of 
same. 

4. Each church in the Associa~io:1 f;hall !>e ent tied to three dele~atcs 
for the first hundred members or fraction thereof and one delegate for every 
additional fifty members. 

5. The Association shall have a Creflentin~ Committee <'omnosed of 
tht·ee members who shall be appointed by the Moderator at the convening 
of each regular session, whose duty will be to examine all church letters and 
application for membership of both ctlurches and ministers and make report 
oi same to the body. 

6. ' Officers of the Association shali be a Moderator, Ass'stant Moder
ator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be elected by baJot at each regular ses-

• • 
StOll • 

7. This Association shall meet on Friday and Saturday before the 
s~cond Sundey in October of each year and shall not adjourn until all busi
ness is transacted. 

• 
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~- 8I Tfie·Consti'tution; By-Laws,.may'bc.altered ~r am'ende!} by a ,ma~or
. ity vote of any regular meeting and approved by that body and published ,n 

the l\Iinutes with notice that it will be acted upon at the next meeting. 
9. No ministers, deacons or delegates shall be seated in this body un

less they agree to _stay throughout. th11 session unless ~hey arfi) provid~ntly 
.. hindered. - · 

. ,10 .. Each .. church. represented in this Asociation shall be _required to 
bring annually 5 per cent per capita as an assoc.ational fund for_ the purpose 

_ . pf printing the. m.nutes and. asso.eiational_ expense.· 

.. 

. ' . - ------'- • 

.. CHURCii COVENANT 
Haying given ourselves to God by Faith in Uhr:st and 1tdopted the Word 

of God as our rule and faith and practice, we no_w give.oursclves to ... one 
another, by the wi!l of God in this solemn covenant, we prom.s~ _by His grace 
to Jove and Qbey.Him in a<l things, to avoid all.appearance of ~vii, to abstain 
from all sinful amusements and unholy conform. ty in the worLd, from all 
sanctions of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages and .to pro:vide things 
honest in the sight of all men. 

We agree faith~ully to d:scharge our. o.bligations in reference to ... the 
study of scripture, secret prayers, 'family doctrines and social worship .. and 
by self".deniai,. faith and good works, endeavor to grow Jn grace and knowl

~ . edge of- our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Chr.st; we will not forget. the assemb
ling together for church conference, public worship and the ·observance of 
the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail. to pray according to our ability . for 
).he support of the church, of -its poor and all of .ts benevolent work; we 
agree to accept Christian admonition and· reproof with meakness and watcn 

• 

' 

' 

• 

• 

• 
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ovf'r. one another in. love, to be careful of .one another's happiness and rep-
utation, seek to· strenghen the· weak, encourage the afflicted, admon.shc the 
eJ·ring, and,· as far as we are able, promote the success of the <;hurch and of 
the gospe;; we will everywhere hold the· Christian princ:plcs sacred and 
Christian obligations. supreme, counting ;t our chief business in life to ex
tend the nfluence of Christ in society,. constantly praying arid toJing that 
the Kingdom of .God .may. come and .. His will be d1me on earth as it· is. in 
Heaven; to this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational 
and denominational enterprise, support. the. missions, the . success of the 
Sabbath Schoois and evangelistic effort for salvation:ofsoulsand conver.sion 

• ~· -1 -·~:. 

of the world, and may the God of peace sanctify us wbcilly and preserve us 
blr.meless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. ' ··." :·: ' 

',· . ' .. ' 

' 

. . . -' ~ 
·' 

RULES OF DECORUM • 
' 

·1. This Associat.on shall open and close by singing and ,prayer. 
2. The offic'ers elected at the previous ses•ion shall, begin· their 

· administration at the opening of each regular session. · 
, ' 3. Only .orte person' shall speak at a t:me. He shall · arise and 

address the :Moderator, and when recognized he shall ;proceed. 
,. . 

4. No perso'n. sha:l be interrupted while speaking, bY, .any one 
. except the Moderator, and .not by the Moderator. unless he breaks the . 

rules of order. 
. ' . -· 

/ 

• 

• 

• 
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5. The person speaking must adhere to the subject in questiou 

. and shall not use words of personal reflection. 
6. N<Fperson shall speak more than twice on the same subject 

without leave of the Associat.on, and not more than 5 minutes at each 
time. 

7. No member shall laugh or whisper in time of public speaking. 
8. No person shall address another except by the appilation of 

brother or sister. 
9. No member shall absent himself without leave of the Moderator 

. 10. The names of all. the ministers, deacons and delegates shall 
be enrolled by the clerk, and called as often as deemed necessary by 
the Moderator. 

11. Every member of this body must vote for or against every 
move that comes before it; those failing to do this shall be reprimand

. ed by the Moderator. -
12. . Any person who knowingly break any of these rules shall 

be 11eproved by the Moderator, according to direct:ons of the Associ
ation. 

CHURCH RULES 
We agree as members of the State Line Association of the Free 

Will Baptist to cooperate in every move for the betterment of our 
denominat.on and the extension of God's Kingdom throughout the 
wor:d. 

2. We agree to meet in conference quarterly, or oftener, if 
necessary, to transact business of the church. · 

3. · The Moderator shall be chosen by the mfferage of the church 
in the absence of the pastor; the Moderator shall observe good. order 
and explain. all questions before. he takes the voice of the church on 
them and shall have the liberty of. speach as any other, but not vote 
un!ess there be a tie, when he shall give the deciding vote. 

4. It shal be the duty of all members to fi] their seats in the 
confert'nce and bear their part of the expense. 

5. No member shall leave their scat during conference without 
permission from the Moderator. 

6. No member sh:lll arraign another before the church for any 
grievance without first takng gospel steps. See Matt. 18:15-16-17. 

7. All members brought before the church by motion and second. . ' ' ' - . . 
ancl in gospel-like order, shall beattendcd to by the church unless 
withdrawal by mover. 

8. Any person wishing to speak sha·l arise and address the Mod
erator, and if two arise at the same t:me, the Moderator shall decide 
who shall speak first, and no member while speaking shall cast any :re
flections on any person, but shall adhere strictly to the subject without 

. ' 
permission from the church and.not more than five minutes at the tln.e . 

. U. It shall be the duty of all church members to be present at all 
church meet ngs, to vote on a] questions that come before the church 
\vho desires to obtain the mind of the whole church. 
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10. If any member shall remain silent during the transaction Of 
::ny b::smess of the church, and aft~rward complain of what was done 
the s::~me shall be deemed disorderly,· and the member so offending 
,;hal! Lc dealt w. el accordingly. 

11. 'l';1e members of the churc:1 shall not talk about one anothel' 
. slanderously, nor shal give any report of circulation that may arise 

with any church member, but shall make it known to the one the re
port is. against and to no one e;se, m:.d ';my member doinz .otherwise, 
si1all be dealt w;th accordingly. . · · : ':· 

12. \Ve agre::: to do aL bu::::ncss by a majo:ity of the membm·:; 
present, at any regular or c.J.Jed · coafercncc, providing a quoi·um i8 
present, faid quorum being seven mcmten.; or more. 

13. These rules shall be read at the opening of each conference, 
strict:y enforced by the Moderator. 

14. Any member or min.ster of the church who talks about his 
' r ' • • • ' • 

brother or sister, slanderously, shall be dealt :with · .. according as· th8 · 
church· sees fit. 

. ' . -

' . 
FORM OF CHURCH LETTER 

. ' . 
' ' 

' 
,, . 

State of --·-----'--'--. ·-·. ____ ------· ------, County of ·--'-----'--~-'--------------------------·---· . . - ' 

This is to certify that our beloved ------------------------------------,--cC---'---'----'---. . ' ' . 

is in full fe:lowship w.th us and is hereby dismissed from us when 
joined in some other church. 'l'his done by order of church in Con-

~ ' ' ' ·" .. ·, ·. :·. d 
f C'rence U t ------------- _____ : ____ ;·-----------'----· --'---. ---------------------. ----------------~----C an . 

:::igned by ortler of same. This _______________________ c __________________ __ :~~~- day· of 

I . ' . ---------- ·------------------ --------------------·. 
• 

- . ' . • 
I • • • ·. 

. . 
---·------ _______ ------- . __________ L:_~ _________ :____ ___ Mod era tor 

. ' . • • 
• • 

. . · · Clerk. ---- --- ---·-- --·- ----- -------- ~---- ------------------------------• ____ .:_ 
• • • 

. ·' -
. .. .. 

. 
• ' ' ., 

' 

' 
I i · ' .. 

- • . . ' . . 
. . ' ' 

• 

' . . •, - . 

' 

• 

• 

I 
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CHURCH LETTER TO ASSOCIATION 

• 

State of --·------------------··-------------• County of ----------------- -----------------

We, the church of Christ, of the Free Will Order of --------------------. . 

------------------------------·------------------• send Greetings to the Ministers, Mess· 

engm·s and Delegates, composing the ______ ·--------------------·------:·~--c annual 
sess:on of the State Line Free Will Baptist Association. 

We send as Delegates -------------------------------------------------------------- ------

-- M --- • --- -- ••• 0 ---- o•• - --- ---- --------- ---- • ------ --- • ------------------- -------------------------- --- -~ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
whom we deam worthy to sit with you in your deliberations. Our 
statistics are as follows: 

ReceiYed by confession ----------------• by letter ___________________________________ _ 

by restoration ---------------------• by recommendation ------------------~-----------------

diEmissed by letter --------------------------------• Died ____________ , expelled ___________ _ 
We send as Minute fund $------------· Associational fund $ ----------- Orphans 
Home $----------------• Unified Program $ _____ c __________ , No. ordained ministers 

and their p o s tof fi c es ----------------------- _ ------- --------~~--------------- __ ... ·----------------

- . -------------------------------------·-------------------------------------------------------------------
Former Pastor ___ -----------------------------, Present Pastor ------------------------------

His address ________________ ---------------_ ---- __ ----------_____ -------__ ----------

'I'o tal· membership __________ -----------------, Active --------------------------------------------

Value of church property $---------------------------• Improvements done on 
church $---·---·-----------• Paid Pastor $----------------------• Paid Evangelistic 
work $ ____ , ________ -----------, Mission $ ---------------------- __ , Value of Parsonage 
$ __ .. -----------------, No. in Sunday Schoo!__ ______ , Supt.-----------------------------------
No. teachers ___________________ , Auxiliary members ________________ , Prayer meet-

ing ------------------------• League -----------------------------· 
. We petition for the Association to meet with us at _______________________ _ 

------------------------- _ --------------- ___ church. 
Remarks 

--- --------------------- --------- -------------. ------------------·------- -~--------- ---------

------------------------------ ·----------------------------·------··-----------·-------- --------
This done by Order of Church in Conference and signed by Order 

of same. 
--·- ___________ ---· ---------------------------------------·------- ___ l\f o d era tor 

--- • --- ·--··---··---· ---------.-----. ·--- "< • - ·--- ••• ····- --··- -·-··- -- ---- ·--- ----· ----·--
c:erk.' 
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