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The next session of The State Line Free Will Baptist 
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PROCEEDINGS ~( .~ 
The Sixty-Second Annual Session of the Mississippi - Alabama Sta'.e Line {(l,~ .\ 

Association met with Love Joy Church on Friday, October 7, 1966 and wi;h 
Cooper Church on Sa'.urday, Oc:ober 8, 1966. 

Service was opened with a song led by Rev. L. V. Collier. Prayer by Rev. 
Willard Wes:brooks. Rev. C. D. Paden read from 14th Chap:er of St. John 
before introducing new moderator Rev. Jimmy Howell. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 
Association was called to order by Moderator. 
Readin~ of Consti:u'.ion and Rules of Decorum by Moderator. 
Assistant Moderator appoin:ed Bro. James M. Howell to replace Bro. Linwood 

Clark on Credential Commit;ee. • 
Appoin ting of Finance Committee: Bro. Burton Frederick, Rev. Willa!"d 

Wes tbrooks, Rev. William A:kins. 
Appointing of Devotional Committee: Deacons of Love Joy and Cooper 

Churches and Bro. J. D. Kelley. 
Rocky Top Church extended the invi'.ation for church membership receiv~d 

1, Rev. William Atkins. Move in order by Rocky Top Church to receive him 
in:o full fellowship of the church. 

Sea:ing visi ting Minis,;ers: Rev. Jim Godsey, Rev. William E. Atkinson, Rev. 
James Walden - Jasper Associa :ion: Rev. G. P. Perkins - Nor'.heast Miss. Asso
cia:ion: Bro. & Sis;er Jack McDonald, Vernon Asso~iation. 

Appointing Reading Clerks: Rev. Howard Simmo[ls, Bro. W. A. Green. 

INTERMISSION 
Song led by Rev. L. V. Collier; prayer by Rev. Louie Nix. 

REPORT OF DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE 
Friday morning devotional: R ev. Howard S:mmons; 11:00 O'clock message, 

Rev. J immy Howell; Friday nigh '. devo:ioml Rev. Marvin Winsett; Fr:d.'ly 
night mesnge, Rev. Herdis Sullins; Sa :urday morning devo:ional Rev. B'.lb::iy 
Jeffreys; 11:00 O'clock message, Rev. C. D. Paden; Sa:urday night devo'.ional 
Rev. L. V. Collier. 

Move in order to receive r-eport; carried. Modera'.or appointed Rev. William 
Atkins to bring message Sa:urday night. 

Friday morning devo tional by Rev. Howard Simmons; Scripture 23rd Psalm. 
Son~ led by Rev. L. V. Collier. 11:00 O'clock message by mJderator Rev. 
Jimmy Howell. Scripture: James 1-24. Dismissed for lunch by Bro. J. C. Hood. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Song led by Rev. L. V. Collier, prayer by Rev. W. E. A:kinson. 

REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 
We, your Creden'.ial Committee, repor'.s as follows: We have exam:ned aa 

church let'.ers and all in good s '.anding. We also recommend tha t the associa
tion ordain Bro. Edward Pucke:t to preach the gospel at this session. 

We recommend tha : all minis '.ers receive a card of good standing for the next 
associational year. All presen t excep:: Rev. Wal ter Coburn, Rev. Jimmy Mar tin, 
Rev. Wayne Martin, Rev. Will iam Martin. 

Move in order to receive report. Carried. 
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READING OF CHURCH LETTERS 
AND 

SEATING OF DELEGATES: 
ANTIOCH - Sis. Jessie Howell, Sis. Julia Terrell, Sis. Susan Temple:on. 
BARNESVILLE - Bro. Ivan Boye:t, Sis. Myr:le Powless, s :s. Gus Ferguson. 
COOPER - Sis. Ruby Finch, Bro. Robert Peop1es , Sis. Robert Peoples, Sis . 

Willodean Spra :in. 
FAIRVIEW - Sis. Jewell Williams, Sis. Alice Car:er, Bro. Clabe Abbo:t, Bro. 

Grady Will iams. 
FREEWILL CHAPEL - Bro. Bel'.on Smi'.h, Sis. Edna Smith, Bro. L. D. Hall. 
LIBERTY - Sis. Ermarie Childers, Sis. J onna'l Childc:rs, Sis. Brenda Pharr. 
LOVE JOY - Sis. Ludia Avery, Sis. Chlee Emerson, Sis . Betty Gidd ie. 
MT. HOPE - Sis. Verd ie Purser, Sis. Velma Lynch, Sis. Dicie Anglin. 
NEW BETHLEHEM - Sis. Dorothy Duncan, Sis. Velma Jeffn:ys, Sis. Mae Hayes. 
NEW CENTER POINT - S:s. Pearl Brown, Sis. Beatrice Scot:, Sis. Lillie Ta '. e. 
NEW HOPE - Sis. Verda Dobbs, Bro. & Sis. Calvin Pearce. 
NEW SALEM - Bro. Bunyan Harp, Bro . W. D. Walton, Bro. Daird Gill ian. 
PLEASANT RIDGE - Sis. Vernie Williams, Bro. W. A. Green, Sis. Magg:e 

Sue Giddy. 
PLEASANT SITE - Bobb:e Kerr, Sis. Eva Lou Wa '.son, Sis. Bet'.y Ann Wa '.son. 
ROCKY GROVE - Sis. May Parker, Sis. Ma:ie Thomas, Sis. Verba Hamil:on. 
ROCKY TOP - Sis. Bobb:e King, Sis. Viva Frederick, Bro. Allen Davis. 
SPLUNGE - Bro. John Harris, Bro. Frank:e Camp, Bro. Wayne Hall. 
SULLIGENT - Sis. Dennis Boye:t, Bro. Ted Boye'.t , Bro. Lemuel Boyett. 
UNION RIDGE - Bro. Clarence Johnson, Sis. Nora Bell Johnson, Sis. Emily 

Gibbs 
1ST F. W. B. CHURCH OF GREEN ROCK 

Move in order to receive church le '.;ers as read and seat the delegates. 
Carried. 

APPOINTING OF COMMITTEE 
Ordaining Council: R ev. L. V. Collier, Rev. Gurlie RerLer'.s, Rev. Clay Shot1.s. 
Deceased Members : Sis. BcJbbie King, Sis. DYbbs, Rev. Berryhill . 
Temperance: Rev. Wes:brooks, Rev. Hudson Burleson, Rev. Louie Nix. 
Apprecia :ion : Sis. Chloe Emerson, Bobbie Kerr, Sis. Eva Lou Wa :son. 
Sunday School Committee : Bro. Ivan Boye::, Rev. Howard Simmons, R8v. 

L. V. Collier. 

REPORT OF ORDAINING COUNCIL 
We, the ordaina:ion committee, have exammed Bro. Julius Edward PuckPtt 

and recommend he be ord3ined. Move in order ·:3 rece·ve l'le ~epJrt. Carried. 
Charge given by Rev. Gurlie Roberts, prayer by Rev. L. V. Collier. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 
We, your Commit:ee on Finance, received $225.75 for minu:e and associa

tional fund and Children's Home. We find on hand $745.75. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES 
DECEASED MEMBERS: 

We, your comm:::ee on deceased members, find that dea '.h has called 
from our churches ten members. We feel our ;oss is Heaven's gain . 
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APP RE CIA TION: 
Read move in order to table report un;il Sa'.urday Session. 

TEMPERANCE : 
We, your committee on temperance, find it commanded by the word of G3d 

that we should be temperate in all things. Ti'.us 2-11 and 12, looking for th:1t 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great God anc our Savior Jesus 
Chris:, Titus 2:13. 

Move in order to receive reports and discharge commi'.tees. Carried. 
Appoin:ing of Business Committee: Modera:or, Assis:ant. Moderator, Clerk, 

Rev. William A:kins, Rev. C. D. Paden. 
Dismissed un:il 7:00 o'clock, prayer by Bro. J. C. Hood. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 
Song led by Rev. L. V. Collier, prayer by Rev. C. D. Paden. 
Devo:ional by Rev. Marvin Win5e;:. Message by RE'v. Herdis Sullins; text -

"Our Passover"; Scrip:ure 1st Cor. 6:7 & 8. There was abou; 50 took part in t'1e 
communion and feet washing service. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 
Song led by Rev. Roy Barnes, prayer led by Rev. William A'.kins. VisEing 

ministers seated. Rev. Roy Barnes, Vernon Associa:ion; Rev. J. W. Spencer, 
Jasper Association. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT 
We beg leave ;o report as follows: we find all the churches have Sundw 

School, ex::ep: 2. We recommend all our churches have Sunday School and 
that they use Freewill Baptist Li terature. 

EVANGELIST REPORT 
I visi'.ed all churches except one (Sulligen:). I regret I didn' t get to visit 

it. I received $225.75. I thank each of you for ;he fellowship you ex:ended me. 
My prayer is for each of you. Move on for the Lord. 

R ev. Hudson Burleson. 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE REPORT 
DOCUMENTS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS 

We, your commi:tee on documents and order of business, recommend we 
adopt I:em 1 thru 15 as la:d down it our minute. We recommend we adopt I :em 
16 :o read: "We recommend we abide by :he Na:ional Trea:ies. " 

We recommend we drop i'.em 9 of our Cons:itu:ion in our minute and ado;lt 
item 9 of our National Trea:ies. 

We recommend that our Quarterly Fellowship meeting be handled by a 
modera:or and program commit'.ee. The modera:or to be e'.ec:ed for one year. 
The program committee :o make our program and notify :he minis:ers w:n 
are :o preach at least two weeks in advance. To have devo tional and 'Jne 
message in the morning and not over four speakers in the af:ernoon and :o 
ro:ate the minis:ers in this association. 

Move in order :o receive r eport. Reread and adopt item by item; carried. 
Item 1. We recommend tha: the clerk be paid ~30.G0; the modera:or $15.'J0 ; 

assistant moderator $10.00; treasurer $5.00; asssis::mt c;erk $10.00 for their 
services; the clerk to superintend the prin:ing of the m inutes and distribute :hem. 

I :em 2. We recommend :ha: the mod erator preach the in:roduc:ory sermo;i; 
the assis:ant moderator preach the Friday night sermon and holy communion 
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service with feet washing. Also, that we have communio:i. and feet washing 
services on Saturday night and that the modera '.or appoint the preacher to 
preach on Saturday night. 

Item 3. We recommend that the body decide where the next associa:ion 
shall convene. 

!:em 4. We recommend that our Friday session convene at 9:00 o'clock. 
I '.em 5. We recommend that no money be paid out of any fund except by 

order of the Association. 
Item 6. We recommend that all pastors explain the value of tithing to 

various churches. 
I '.em 7. We recommend tha t we go on record opposing all liquor traffic and 

legaliz ing of intoxication beverages. 
Item 8. We recommend that our pastors preach one doc:rinal sermon a year 

in each church. 
Item 9. We recommend that the Association grant each ordained minis ter 

a card of good standing each year. 
I:em 10. We recommend tha t we go on record against the integration of the 

races in our churches and Assoc ia:ion. 
I :em 11. We recommend that we do not ordain any minister with two living 

wives nor his wife wi:h two living men. 
Item 12. We recommend tha t any m inister for two years failing to repre

sen t himself in person or by letter to the Associa:ion, his credentials will be 
canceled. 

Item 13. We recommend that each church letter to the Association remain 
the same as was adop ted in church conference. 

Item 14. We recommend our Friday and Friday ni<rht assoc iational servi~e 
convene at one church of our associa :ion and the Sa '.urday service convene at 
ano:her church of our assoc iation. 

I :em 15. We recommend that we adopt the Robert's Rules of Order as tli.e 
Rules of Parliament of this Association. 

Item 16. We re~ommend we abide by the Na :ional Trea'. ies. 
Move in order :o prin; :his in the minu:e with no :ic e tha : it will be ac':>d 

upon at the next annual s-ession; "We recommend we drop I :em· 9 of our C'.in
s :itut'on in our minu :e and adopt I :em 9 of the Cons:itu:ion Of our National 
Trea '.ies-." ; 

Move in order to leave saving account as is; carried. · 

INTERMISSION 
Song led by Rev. Roy Barnes; prayer by Rev. W. C. S'io '.ts. Devo:ional bv 

Rev. B'.lbbie Jeffreys; 11 :00 o'clock message by Rev. C. D P aden. Scripture; 
1st Tim. 1-19. Dismissed for lunch wi:h prayer by Bro. J. C. Hood. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Song led by Rev. Roy Barnes; prayer by Rev. L. V. Collier. 

APPRECIATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
We thank God for the blessings he has blessed us with during :his session. 

We appreciate the wonderful fellowship of the host churches. We :hank !!1e 
Pas:ors, their wives and everyone who prepared :he go'.ld food and the warm 
welcome ex:ended to all. Move in order to receive re;>0rt and discharge com
mi ttee; carried. 

Move in order to discharge Devotional Committee; carried. 

NEXT ASSOCIATIONAL SESSION 
The next session of the S'.ate Line Freewill Baptist Ass'.lcia '.ion wilI convene 

with Splunge Church on Friday and Friday night before the 2nd Sunday i1, 
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Ocbber 1967, and wi'.h New Salem Church on Saturday and Sa :u,day night. 
S;anding Credential commi;:ee: Bro. D. L. Brown Bro. J. M. Howell, B;-o. 

W. L. Frederick. · 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Rev. Herd is Sullins Modera tor 
Rev. William Atkins Assistant Moderator 
J. C. Hoad Clerk and Treasurer 
Linda F. Kelley . _J , Asst. Clerk and Treasur_e: 
Rev. C. D. Paden ';Lelu.01- EvangeLs. 

Move in order to ordain Rev. Jimmy Howell as trus '.ee to Children's Harne; 
carried. 'f. Delegates to Sta:e Assoc iation : Sis. Verda Dobbs, Sis. Manella Brown, Sis . 
H:>1vard Simmons, Bro. W. D. Walton. 
)( Move in order for clerk to wri'.e check for state fees; carr'.ed. 

Move in order to adjourn until Friday before second Sunday in Oc:ob~r 
1967; carried. 

SATURDAY NIGHT SESSION 
Song by the Collier children; prayer by Ero. Hubert Peoples. Devo '.ional by 

Rev. L. V. Collier. Scrip '.ures: 23rd Psalm. Spec:al song by Mrs. P arker a:1d 
Mrs. Rye. Message by Rev. William A'.kins. We heard a wonderful message 
and 34 took part in communion and fee ; washing service. 

CLERK'S FINANCIAL REPORT 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

Paid Rev. Jimmy Howell (Moderator) 
Pa id Rev. Herdis Sull'.ns (Assis '. ant Moderator) 
Pa id J. C. Hood (Clerk and Treasurer) 
Paid Linda Kelley (Asst. Clerk and Treasu:-er) 
Se:1 t '.o Children's Home (received in church le::ers) 
Printing of minu '.es (Es;.) 
S'.ate Associa '.ion Fees 

TOTAL DISBURSE:.VIENTS 
Amoun: in bank Oc:ober 1966 (Savings and Checking Account) 
Amount received 

TOTAL 
PAID OUT 
BALANCE 

CLERK: J. C. Hood, Rt. No. 1, Hackleburg, Alabama. 

$ 15.00 
10.00 
35.00 
10.C'O 
10.00 
80.1!0 

100 .00 
$2f:0J10 
$576.:J'l 
225.75 

$802.12 
260.00 

$542.12 

A6 Jr PREACHING DAYS OF THE ~HUR CHES 
ANTI◊CH: 2nd & 4th; \ BARNESVILLE : 3M' Iii' ltll; COOPER: ls: & 3rd; 
FAIRVIEW: 1st & 3rd; ' FREEWILL CHAPEL(_2nd & 4'~ LOVE JOY: 2nri 
& 4:h; MT. HOPE: 2nd & 4;h; ~ETHLEHEM: 3rd; NEW& E : 
1st & 3rd; PLEASANT RIDGE: ; . PLEASANT SITE: ii~ h, 
ROCKY GROVE: 2nd & 4th; ROCKY TOP: ls : & 3rd; SPLUNGE: l!IQ Ot 11 
UNION RIDGE: 1st & 3rd; GREEN ROCK: Full Time. ,c-. T:"' 

NAMES OF DEACONS 
ANTIOCH - Bro. J. M. Hawell, Bro. Charles Hawell, Bro. J . T. Sat'.erwhi'.e . 
BARNESVILLE - Bro. Exel Brown, Bro. Else Avis, Bro. Charles Palmer, Bro. 

Lynwood Clark, Bro. Gus Ferguson, Bro. Fred S'. idham. 
COOPER - Bro. Russell Cooper, Bro. Lowell Parker, Bro. Hubert Peoples, 

Bro. Burley F inch. 
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FAIRVIEW - Ero. Sam Carter, Bro. Ira Triplett, Bro. J1ck Lindsey. 
FREEWILL CHAPEL - Bro. Roy Franks, Bro. Edward Barnes, Bro. Ed.,il 

Gedion. 
LIBERTY - Bro. O'Neal Childers, Bro. Odis Childers. 
LOVE JOY - Bro. Blanch Green, Bro. Delton Giddie. 
MT. HOPE - Bro. J. D. Kelly, Bro. Y. D. Howell, Bro. Huber: Cochran, Bro. 

Odis Mi :chell. 
NEW BETHLEHEM - Bro. Hicks Hes:er, Bro. Troy Duncan. 
NEW CENTER POINT - Bro. Cur:is Scott, Bro. Ausie Tate, Bro. D. L. Brow,1. 
NEW HOPE - Bro. B. R. Arthur, Bro. Malone Tice, Bro. Delbert Lee DDbbs, 

Bro. Bobby Duncan. 
NEW SALEM - Bro. Neb McPherson. 
PLEASANT RIDGE - Bro. J. M. Sanderson, Bro. Cal Pearce, Bro. Claude 

Winse:t. 
PLEASANT SITE - Bro. Archie Satterwhi :e, Bro. Vester Watson, Bro. J. R. 

Karr, Bro. Marshal Watson, Bro. Paul Nix. 
ROCKY GROVE - Bro. J. G. Sanderson, Bro. J . E. Harris, Bro. Claborn 

Thomas, Bro. Larkin Townly . 
ROCKY TOP - Bro. Burton Frederick, Bro. William Frederick, Bro. Leonard 

Howell, Bro. Huey Webb. 
SPLUNGE - Bro. Delma Thompson, Bro. Clyde Palmer, Bro. Edward Pucke'.t, 

Bro. J . D. Blaylock. 
1ST FWB OF SULLIGENT - Bro. L. G. Boye:te, Bro. Judge Frye, Bro. 

Dennis Boyett. 
UNION RIDGE - Bro. Johnnie Myers, Bro. Archie Turman, Bro. Troy Clif:on. 
1ST FWB OF GREEN ROCK, ILL. - Bro. Basil Mar:in, Bro. John T:dwell, 

Bro. Clyde Lawrence, Bro. Wallace Sanderson, Bro Clyde Wa tes , Bro. 
Norman Conner. 

CHURCH CLERKS AND ADDRESSES 
--ANXIDCH-

R ay Howell 
~ 

Ezma Hall 
~ 

Burley F inch 
FAIR1lIEVi 

33.ck Lindsey 
_Ji!REEW.fLL CIIAPEb 

Georgie Lee Hall 
LIBERT-¥: 

Brenda Pharr 
l:frVE JOY 

Wendell Giddie 
M1'. HOPE 

D,mny Ball3rd 
NEW BETHLEHEM 

Lind;::i Jeff~ 
NEW CENTER POINT 

Les ;er Ford 

Rt. 3, Hamiton, Ala. 

R t. 4, Bo:x 98, Hamilton, Ala. 

Rt. 1, De:roit, Ala. 

Rt. 1, Bexar, Al.1. 

Rt. 2, Sulligent, Ab. 

R:. 1, Vina, Ala. 

R:. 2, Box 307, Ham ilton, Ala. 

R t. 2, Hamilton, Al.1 . 

Rt. 1, De;roi:, Ala. 

Gree nwood Springs, Miss. 

6 



STATE LINE FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

!NEW-HOPE 
Delbert Dobbs Rt. 2, Guin, Ala. 

-NEW-sAtEM-
David Gilliland Bexar, Ala. 

-FtE-ASAN'I' RIDGE 
John L. H:>well Box 421, Hamilton, Ala. 

·PbE-ASA-NT-SITe-
S :anfo rd Nix 1901 4th Ave. S., Irondale, Al11. 

~VE-
J. E. Harr:s Rt. 4, Hamilton, Ala. 

ROCKY TOP 
Linda Kelley Hackleburg, Ala. 

-SPLUNGE 
Addie Harris Rt. 1, Greenwood Springs, Mi$S. 

1ST FWB· f:HURCH OF SULLIGENT 
Ted Boyett Box 248, Sulligen:, Ala. 

1ST FWB CHURCH OF GREEN ROCK, ILL. 
Reba Lawrence Rt. 2, Box 309C, East Moline, Ill. 

UNION RIDGE 
Sonny Williams De:roit, Ala. 

MINISTERS NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

Rev. William A:k ins IJ/ Rt. 2, Guin, Ala. 
Rev. C. C. Berryhill · Greenwood Springs, Miss. 

Rev. HudscJn Burleson Yj Rt. 3, Hamiton, Ah. 

Rev. Wal ter Colburn V R:. 4, Hamilton, Ah. 

Rev. L. V. Collier t/' Rt. 2, Hamil :on, Ala. 

Rev. Huber t Gardner t,f' 
Rev. 0. S. Gardner // 

Rev. J immy Howell 

Rev. Bobbie J eff reys ✓ 
Rev. J immy Mar:in 

Rev. Wayne Mar:in 

Rev. William Mar:in 

Rev. Louie Nix ;/ 

Rev. C. D. Paden V / 
R ev. Ot:is Parmer V 
Rev. Gu rlie Rober ts V 
R ev. Cl ay Sho :ts 1/ I 
Rev. H:>ward Simmons V 
Rev. Herd1s Sull ins // / 

Rev. Willi am Wes :brooks //' 

Rev. Marvin Winse:t 

~11 f/111 A/UJ pue, 1)/{I 
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Rt. 4, Hamilton, AL1. 

Hackleburg, Alc1. 

Phil Campbell, Ala . 

R t. 1, Detroit, Al;i. 

Rt. 1, Colona, Ill. 

Rt. 2, Box 400, Colona, Ill. 

Rt. 2, Box 400 Colona, Ill. 

Rt. 1, Greenwocid Springs, Miss. 

Rt. 1, Red Bay, Ala. 

Winf:eld, Ah. 

Rt. 1, Detroit, Ab. 

Hamilton, Ala. 

Hamilton, Ah.. 

Hackleburg, Ah. 

5122 8th Ave., Moline, Ill 

Hamiton, Alc1. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 
Having given ourselves by faith in Christ and adopted the word of God as 

our rules of fai '.h and prac '.ice, we now give ourselves to one ano'.her, by t!-ie 
will of God in this solemn covenant, we promise by his grace to love and obey 
him in all things, to avold all appearances of evil, '.o abs'.a:n from all sinful 
amusemen'.s and unholy conformi'.y in the world, from all sanc'.ion of the use 
and sale of in'.oxicating beverages and to provide things hones t in the sight 
of all men. 

We agree fai '.hfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the study 
of scrip'.ure, secret prayers, family doc '.r ines and social worship and by self 
denial, fai '.h and good works, endeavor to grow in grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Chris t. 

We will no : forge '. the assemblin <s together for church conference, public 
worship and the observance of the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to pay 
according to our ability for the support of '.he church, of it3 poor and all of its 
benevolen t work. 

We agree to accep'. Chris'.i.an admon ition and reproof wi'.h meekness a:1d 
watch over one ano;her in love, endeavoring to keep the u ni'.y of the spirit, m 
the bonds of peace, to be careful of one ano:her's happiness a:id repu '.a'.ion, 
seek to s'.reng'.hen '.he weak, encourage the afflic'.ed, admonish the erring, and 33 
far as we are able, promo'.e the success of '.he church and of the gospel. 

We will everywhere hold the Chris'.ian principles sacred and Christian Jb
liga tions supreme, counting i'. our chief business in Efe '.o extend the i:lf1uence 
of Chris'. in society, cons·'.an'.ly praying and toiling that ~he kingdom of God m1y 
come and his will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promo '.ion of education and denomi
na '.ional en'.erprise, support the mission, '.he success of the Sabba '.h School a:1 d 
evangelis '.ic effort for salva'.ion of souls and conversion of tte world, and m '.➔ Y 
the God of Peace sanc'.ify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 
1. Call the Church to order by the Modera tor 
2. Call for the Peace of the Church 
3. Opportunity for members 
4. Invi '.ing B~o'.hers and Sisters to sea·t wi'.h us 
5. Reading of the minutes of the last Conference 
6. Is there any reference? 
7. Appoin ti n<s of commi'.'.ees 
8. Any acknowledgements? 
9. Report of committee 

10. Unfinished business 
11. New business 
12. Dis '. ressed members 
13. Adjournment 

RULES FOR THE PREACHERS 
1. All minis '.ers wishing to become a member of the Assccia'.ion will be ~e

quired '.o go befo~e '.he Credentials Commit '.ee wi '.h a recomme:1dajon from 
the church of which they are a member, and also be called upon to presP11t 

<their creden'.ials for examina'.ion and answer satisfactorily such ques '.ions 
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as they may ask of them. 
2. All preachers shall attend all business meetings unless providentially hiil• 

dered. 
3. Any minis '.er who behaves himself unbecomingly to his high and exalted 

calling shall be repor:ed by the creden:ials committee to the Associa•'.ion, 
who shall deal wi'.h him. 

4. All minis:ers will be r equired to strictly adhere to the teachings of the 
Free Will Bap:is'., according '.o the Articles of Fai '.h. 

5. All min is'.ers shall be required ~o suppor'. and s'.and by all boards and 
committees appoin~d by this Association and do their u:most to make 
them a success. 

6. No minis '.er shall speak slanderously or cast personal reflec'.ions upon 
ano'.her minis '.er :ha t will hurt his influence or m inis:e rial s:anding. 

7. Any minis ~er who draws his letter from the church to which he belongs 
automa:ically cancels his creden'. ials un :] he joins some o:her chu~ch 0f 
the same fai'.h and order and he is not allowed to minister any righ'.s th:1t 
is allowed the minister of the gospel to perform. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. We believe that there is bu t one true Eternal God, the Fa ~her of whom 

are all things, from everlas'.ing, glorious and immutable to all his at· 
tr'.butes. 1 Cor. 8:6; Isa. 40:28. 

2. We believe tha '. there is one Lord J esus Ohrist by whom are all things, 
the only bego'.'.en son of God, born of ~he Virgin Mary, whom God free'.y 
sent in:o t'.1e world, bec:rnse of the grea t love where with he loved the world , 
and Christ as freely gwe himself as ransom for all. lasting dea '.h for 
every man, who was buried and rose again '. he third day, and ascended 
in '.o Heaven, from when we look for him the second '.ime in the clouds ,,f 
Heaven at the las '. day, to judge the qu'ck and '.he dead. 1 Tim. 2:5, G; 
Heb. 2; John 3; 16, Rev. 1:7; Ac ts 24:15; 1 John 2:2. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghos'., the Precious gift of <the Father 
through his dear snn, un '.o :he world, who quickeneth and draweth sinners 
home '.o God. St. John 16:7, 8; Acts 2:4 ; Eph. 2:1; Eph. 4:4, 6. 

4. We believe tha'. in the beginning God made man uprigh'., and placed him 
in a s'.ate of glory withou'. the least mix :ure of m isery, from wh:ch he 
volun :arily, by transgression, fell and by tha,t means brought on himself a 
m:se~ab!e and moral s'.a:e subjec'. to dea:h. Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish. but that all should 
come :o repen'.ance and :he knowledge of '. ru :h, '.hat '.hey might be saved, 
for which end Christ has commanded the gospel to be preached among 
all nations and b every crea:ure. Mark 16:15; John 3:15, 17; Tim. 2:4. 

6. We believe tha '. no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ, who died for 
him, but as :he scripture has said, for denying '.he Lord '.ha '. brough '. '.hem. 
because they believe not in the name of the ho!y bego;ten Son of Gr:>d, 
u:ibelief, therefore, being the cause why :he just and righteous God ()f 
H eaven will coademn the children of m en, i'. follows agains'. all con'.ra
dic:ions tha'. all men at one t:me or ano:her, are found in suc'l a capac;:y , 
as that thought the Grace of God they may be saved. Ac :s 17:30; Mark 6:li; 
Hebre,vs 3:10; I J ohn 5:10. 

7. We believe the who'e scrip'.ure is infallibly true, and tha t they are the 
o:ily ru!es of faith aad prac:ice. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. 

8. We believe in :he doctrine of general provisions m1de or G::>d in Chr is'., ftJr 
the benefi'. of all mankind who repent and believe the gospel. Luke 14:15, 
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20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 13:3, 5; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15. 
9. We believe '.hat sinners are drawn :o God, :he Fa :her, by :he Holy Gl-io, t, 

through Christ, his son, and that the Holy Ghost offe,s his divine aid tu 
all '.he hum ,rn family, so as they all m ight be happy, would they give place 
to his divine teaching, whereas such as do no'. receive '.he divine impres
sions of his Ho:y Spiri'. s:i.all a'. a fu'.ure day own their condemnation just, 
and charge themselves with their own damnation for willfully rejecting the 
offers of sovere'.gn grace. Mat'.. 11 :27; S'.. John 6:44, 65; Psalms 1:1; Ti t. 
2:11, 12; Jef. 22 :29. 

10. We believe '.hat me:1, no'. considered simply as men, but ungodly men, were 
of old ordained to condemna'.ion, considered such who turn '.he grace of God 
in '.o lasciviousness, denying the only Lo ~d God, Jesus Christ, who brougM 
them, and therefore, shall bring upon :hemselves swif'. des'.ruc'.ion, but we 
observe that they are and such the Apos'.les saye:h because they rece:ve 
not the love of the tru'.h. That :hey m igh '. be saved herefore, t he indigna'.ion 
and w:-ath of G:id is upon every son of m an '.hat do0'.h evil, living and 
dying :herein, for there is no respect of person with God. Jude 1:4; 2 Pe '.er 
2:1-2; 2 Thes. 2:11-12; R om. 2:9-11. 

11. We believe '.ha'. all children dying in infancy, having no'. actually -trans
gressed ag::iinst the law of God, in their own persons, are only subject to the 
firs'. dea '. h, which was brought on :hem by the fall of the Adam and '10 t 
tha'. any one of them dying in '.he s :a :e shall suffer pu:1ishment in hell by 
the guilt of Ad::im's sin, for such is the Kingdom of God. I Cor. 15:22; Mat:. 
18:2, 5; Ma~k 9:36, 37; Matt. 19 :16. 

12. We believe tha'. good works are the frui'.s of saving fai'.h and that in the 
use of '.he me::ins of the grace and no'. ou'. of the use of those means, 
eterml life is prom'.sed to men. Rev. 22:14, 15; Isa 1:19, 20; M::i :t 7:8; 
Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34, 35. 

13. We believe tha '. no man has any warran'. in the holy scrip'.ure for jus·i
ficiation before Gad ;h~ough his own works, power or ability wh:ch he has 
in and of himself, only by the grace is made able to came to G:id '.hrou..(h 
Jesus Christ, be:iev:ng '.he righ:eousness of Jesus Chris'. to be imputed 
to all believers for their e'.ernal accep:ance wi'.h God. Rom. 4:24; Ac;s 
8:20, 21. 

14. We believe tha'. all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God so :hat Gad 
knowe '.h whatever can or cannot come '.o pass upan all supposed co:idi'.ions, 
bu '. not having decreed any person to everlas'.ing life, ou'. of r espec t or 
mere cho:ce, ra:her '.han he hath appain'.ed '.he Godly unto life, and :he 
ungod ly, who di ed in sin unto death. Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22, 31; Ma '.t. 25:31, 46. 

15. We, believe as touch:ng gospel ordinances, in believers. baptism, laying c,n 
the hands, receiving of '.he sacramen'., in bread and wine, washing the 
saint's fee '., anointing :he s:ck wi '. h oil in the name of the Lord, fasthg 
praye .', sing:ng praise to God, and the public m inis '.ry of :he word, wi'.h 
every institu:ion of :he Lo rd we shall find in :he New Tes'.am en'. . Ma~k 
16:15, 16; Ac '. . 8:17; Act. 19:6; Luke 22:19; John 13:5; J ames 5:14. 

16. We believe :he gospel m ade of water bap'.ism is by immersion, and :h1t 
believers are the only subjec:s for bap'.ism. Mat t. 3.16; Mark 1:9; 10; 
Ac ;s. 2:38, 39; R om. 6:4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We believe in a general resurrec'.ion of the dead and a final judgment 
at the last day. John 5:28; 29; 2 Cor. 5:10. 

18. We believe the happiness of the rig:iteous is e:ernal and the tormen:s of 
the wicked are end:ess. Mat:. 25:46. 
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CONSTITUTION 
1. The Association shall be known as the S~ate Line Free Will Baptist As

sociation of Alabama and Mississippi. 
2. This Association shall be composed of Ministers, Deacons and Delega:es Jf 

different churches forming the same. 
3. All ministers and churches wishing to become members of this body must 

willingly submit to the Articles of Fai'.h, Constrtution and Rules of the same. 
4. Each church in this Association shall be entitled to three delegates for :he 

first hundred members or frac~ions ,thereof and one delegate for every 
addi'.ional fifty members. 

5. This Associa'.ion shall have a standing Credentials Committee composed of 
three members, which shall be composed of deacons. The oldes: membP:s 
shall be dropped each year and a new one appointed by the Moderator. Their 
duty shall be to examine all church letters and applications for member
ship, bo:h churches and ministers, and make report of same to the bodv. 

6. Officers of this Association shall be a Modera~or, Assis'.ant Moderato~, 
C~L ~nd Treasurer,. who shall be elected by ballot at each regular session. 
{~a.,r- -7.-Thls ~all meet on Friday and Saturday before the seco:id 

Sunday in Oc~ober of each year and shall not adjourn un'.il all business 
is transac'.ed. 

8. The Association shall vo'.e on where ,the next Association shall be held, 
until one church gets the majority vo tes. 

9. The Cons'.itution, By-Laws, may be al:ered or ame:1ded by a majori:y 
vo '.e of any regular mee:ing and approved by that b:Jdy and published in 
the minu '.es wi:h notice that it will be acted upon at ,he nex: mee :ing. 

10. No minis :er, deacons, or delegates shall be sea '.ed in tnis body unless they 
agree to s '. ay throughout the session they are provider.tially hindered. 

11. Each church represen :ed in this Assoc ia '.ion shall be rE-ou ired to bring a:i
nually 5 per capi '.a as an Associa'. ion Fund for the purpose of printing the 
minu :es and associational expense. 

12. All m inis ters pastoring churches in the Mississippi-Alabama Association 
shall abide by the Rules of the same. 

CHURCH RULES 
1. We agree as members for the S:ate L ine Associat ior, of the Free w:11 

Bap '.ist to cooperate in every move for the be :termen: of our denomination 
and the extension of God's Kingdom throughou : the world. 

2. We a 1ree to meet in conference quarterly, or of tener, if necessary, '.o 
transac : the business of the church. 

3. The Modera'.or shall be chosen by the suffrage of the church in the absence 
of :he pas:or. The Modera-:or shall observe good orcler and exolain ,'] 
ques tions before he takes the voice of the church on them, and shall have 
the liberty of speech as any o'.her, but not vote unless there be a tie, wh0n 
he shall give the dec iding vo:e. 

4. I: shall be the du :y of :111 members to fill their se:1ts in conference a,1d 
bear their part of the expense. 

5. No member shall leave their seat during conference without permission fro:n 
the Moderator. 

6. No member shall arraign another before the Church for any grievance wi'.'1-
out taking gospel s'.eps. Matt. 18:15, 16, 17. 

7. All business brough'. before the church by mo'.ion and second, and :n 
gospel-like order, shall be attended to by the church, unless withdrawn 
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by mover. 
8. Any person wishing to speak sh:111 arise and address the Modera:or, and :f 

two arises at :he s1me :ime, :he Moden :or sh:111 decide who sh:1!1 spe'l.k 
first, and no member while spe:1king shall cast any reflection on any person, 
bu: shall adhere strictly to the subject under considera'.ion. 

9. No member shall speak twice on any subject wi '.hou: permission from the 
church and no: more th1n five minu'.es at the time. 

10. I: shall be '.he du '.y of all churches members to be present at all church 
mee '.ings, to vo:e on all ques '.ions th1t come before the church when c1ll~d 
on bv the Maderator, or anv member of '.he church who desires to ob :a:n 
the mind of the whole church. 

11. If any member shall remain silen: during the transac~ion of any business 
of the church, and af:erward complain of what was done the same shall ':le 
deemed disorderly, and the member so offend'.ng shali be dealt wi:h ac
cordingly. 

12. The members of :he church s'nll not :alk about one ano'.her slanderousl•1, 
nor shall g've any report of circula:ion that may arise ag1in at any church 
mee:ins bu ' sh3.ll make it knawn '.o the one '.he repor '. i~ ag'lins'. and :o no 
one else, and any member doing otherwise, shall be de3.!t with accordingly. 

13. We agree :o da al! business by a m3._iority of the m embers presen'., a: a:w 
regular or called conference, provid ing a quorum is p•·esent, said quorum 
being seven (7) members or mare. 

14. Any member or minis '.er of :he church who talks abou'. his brother or 
sis '.er slanderously shall be dealt wi '. h according as the church sees fit. 

15. No business C3.n be '.ransacted in a church as long as there are members 
out of fellowsh:p in the church until an effor: has beeu made in that cori
ference to bring i t to peace. 

16. These ru:es sh3.11 be read at the opening of each conference, and s'.ric:ly 
enforced by the Modera:or. 

17. Any member desir in ~ :a move h's membersh'p from one church to ano'h"r 
in the Association mus t have a letter. Failing to do so he is taken under 
the wa :ch care of the church un:il he presents ,the letter. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. This Associa '.ion shall be opened and closed with singing and prayer. 
2. The offlcers elec t a: the previous session shall begin their administration 

at the opening of e3.ch reguhr session. 
3. Only one person shall speak at a time. He shall arise and address the 

Modentor and when recognized he shall proceed. 
4. No person shall be in :errup '.ed while speakir.g by anyone excep'. by the 

M'.ld erator and no: by :he Moderator unless he brec1ks t:ic rules of order . 
5. The person speaking mus t adhere to the subject in question and shall not 

use words of personal reflec'. ion. 
6. No person shall speak more than twice on the same subjec'. wi:hout leave of 

the Association, and no: more '.han five m inutes each t'.me. 
7. No member shall laugh or whisper in time of public speaking. 
8. No person shall address another execpt by the appellation of brother er 

sis:er. 
9. No member shall absen: himself wi'.hout leave of the Modera tor. 

10. The names of all minis ters , deacons, and delegates shall be enrolled by 
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the clerk, and called as of'.en as deemed necessary by the Moderator. 
11. Every member of this body shall vote for or agains: every move '.h3'. comc•s 

before it, ;hose failing lo do so shall be reprimanded by the Modera:or. 
12. Any person who shall knowingly break any af '.hese ru'.es shall be reprowd 

by the Modera :or, according to direc:ions of ;he Association. 
13. We recommend '.hat each church in this Association have as many as two 

Sunday services each month. 

FORM OF CHURCH LETTER 

S'.ate of -----, County of ----------

This is to certify tha t our beloved ---------- is in full fellowship 

with us and is thereby dismissed from us when joined iri SDme o;her church. 

This done by order of church in conference at 

This ---- day of ------ 19--. 

-----------Modera:;or 

-----------Clerk 



\., 

/ 

\! 
tJ 








