
Minute• 
of the 

Seventy 1st Annual Session 
of the 

State Line Free Will 

Baptis·t Association 
of 

Mississippi - Alabama 
Held With 

SPLUNGE CHURCH 
friday, October 10 , 1J75 

and 
PLEASANT SITH 

Octobe1- 21 • 1975 

Rev . Herdis Sullins 
Rev . Bobby Duncan 
Bro . J . C. Hood 
Sis. Shirley Black 
Rev . Charles Lindley 
Bro . Harold Shotts 

OFFICERS 

Node1-alor 
Assistant Moderator 
Clerk and Treasurer 

Assistant Clerk and Treasurer 
Associational Pastor 

Trustee t o Ch i ldren rs Home 

The next session will be hel d wi t h Cooper on Friday 
an d Fri d~y nieht and with Mt . HoPe on Sa turda y before 
the second Sunday in October 1 0 76 . 
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PROCEEDINGS 
Session oPened with a sane led by Bro. Bo bby Duncan. Prayer by 

Bro. Jack Harder. 

FRIDAY NORNING SESSION 
Association called to order by Moderator Rev. Duane Taylor. 
Readine of Const i tut ion and Rules of Deco rum by Moderator. 
Appointine Bro. Gary Yeilaine on Credential Co11U11ittee in Place 

of Bro . Calvin Pearce. 
Appointine Bro. Jimmy Avery to Jill Bro. Edsil Gideon on Crede

ntial Committee. 
Appointine Finance Committee-Bro. Hubert Gardner, Bro . Hon How

ell, Bro. J. Iv. Vann. 
Visiting Hinisters-Georee Paee, Bear Creek, Roy Barnes, Vernon. 
APPointine Devotional Commi t tee-Bro. Harol d Shotts, Bro. Burton 

Frederick, Bro. Danny Millican. 
Readine Clerks-Sis. Bea Harris, Sis . Gwen /)µncan . 
Sone l.ed by Bro . Bobby Duncan. 

INTERNISSION 
Sane led by Bro. Bobby Duncan. 

REPORT OF DEVOTIONAL CONHITTEE(PARTIALJ 

Friday mornine devotional Bro . k'. C. Rayburn, Friday morning 
messaee, Bro. Duane Tayl or, Friday nieht Devotional; Friday night 

messaee, Bro. Otis Palme r. Saturday mornine Devotion, Bro. Jack 
Ha1·der. Saturday mornine messaee, Bro. Bobby Duncan. Deceased Ne
mbers-Rro. Ho1J.XLrd Simmons. 

Hove in order to accept as a partial rePort. 

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (PARTIAL) 

We have examined all lette rs and we finJ all in order exctf,t New 
Hope. We recommend all except New Ho Pe be read & seat Dtlegates. 

Nove in order to accePt. 

READING OF CHURCH LETTERS 

AND 

StATING OF DELEGATES 
4NTIOCH-Bro. Dank Winsett , Bro. Tayl or PeoPles, Sis. Jessie Howell, 

Alt. Sis. Eula Winsett. 
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/Jlll,L~Bro. Leon Pufh, Sis. Judy Pufh, Sis . Pat Gardner, Bro . Dick 
Gi l l i land, Alt . 

BARNESVILLE-Bro. Ivan Boyett, ~is. Jo Ann Williams, Sis . Nanilla Br
own. Alt. Fannie Bell Boyett . 

COBB TOWN-Sis .. Scereda Bostick, Sis. Rudy Finch, Sis . ivillodean Sp
ratlin, Sis. Flara Warren, · Bro. Clint on Warren, Bro . Harvey Otts 

COOPER-Bro: Grade Green, Sis. Stella Mae Green, Bro. Ronnie Woods . 
FREEWiLL ·cHAPE!rDan Crossley, L. D. Hal l, Belton Smith , Edna Smith, 

Buddy Gideon: 
JJBERTY-Lucille Childers. Donnie C~le, Lil Childers, Stella Lynch, 

Bertha Childers. 
WVE. JOY-Bro. Gip McKinley, Sis. Pearlie McKinley, Si s . Mae Parker, 

$is, Verla Giddie, Sis. Odell Pete rson , Alt. 
NT. HOPE-=Pro. Johnny Reed, Lowell Yeildinf, Hoyt Cook, Sis . Verdie 

Purser, Eura Mae Mitchell, Vern Ball, Alt. 
NEW CENTER POINT-Sis. Ruth Vann, Mildred Tat e, Gail Tate, Marilyn 

Puckett, Bro. Wade Vann, Charles Cli fton. 
NEW HOPE-Sis. Oval~en Avery, Sis . Velma Terry, Sis. Evelyn Willi

ams, Alt. Sis. Gene Goosey. 
NEW SALEN-Sis. Ellie Lindsey , Bro . Ralph Gilliland, Sis . Verna Lou 

Gilliland, Sis. Jewel Stone, Alt. 
PLEASANT RIIXJE-Bro. Arlie Green, Bro . Gene Avery, Sis . Verdie Do bbs, 

Sis. Beatrice Barris,· Al t. 
PLEASANT SITE-Bro. Dwirht Ervin,' Bro. Danny Millican, Bro . Bobb y Cr

owe, Alt. Sis. Leatha Mills. 
ROCKY GROVE-Bro. Oscdr Pufh, Sis. Pearl Trip[ett, Sis. Stidham, Alt. 

Sis. Thorrrf>son. 
ROCKY TOP-Sis. Teresa Black, Sis. Reienia Robinson, Sis . Lydia Ho

well, Bro. Ronald Hood, Alt. Sis . Viva Frederick. 
SPLUNGE-Sis. Carolyn Vann, Sis . Faye Blayloch, Sis . Nell ThomPson , 

Alt. Bro. Jae Norlhiniton. 
ONION RIEGE-Sis. Rushie Boyett, Sis . Lillie Nae Franklin, Sis . Wy

nette Knifht, Bro. Lynn Knifht, Bro. Mathis Franklin. 
Hove in ofder to accept letters as read and seat delefates . Car

ried. 

APPOINTING OF ORDAINING COUNCIL-Jach Harder, Marvin Win'-' 0 +.t, Edu.Xl
rd. Puckett. 

SEATING VISITING HINISTERS-Bro. T. C. Barnes, Bro. Gurley Roberts, 
Jasper. 
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Friday Norninr Devotional Bro . W. C. Rayburn- Psalm 2i. 
Friday Norninr Nessare Bro . Duane Taylor 
Luke 14 : 25 "Count inr the Cost 11 

Natt, 1.i : 44 
Phillipians i:8 
Di smissed for Lunch by Bro. Calvin Pearce. 
Sonr led by Bro. Edrar Childers. 

We the Church of Freewill Chapel havinr met in a Called confe re'
nce on SePt. 21, 1971 to vote chanrinr from St. Line Association to 
Vernon Association and havinr voted to make the chanre, do hereby 
re1uest a letter of recommendation from St . f,tne Association to Ve.
man Association. 

Nove in order to rrant letter. Carried. 
Move in order to acceM Bro. Georre Pare in this association. f":a

ffied. 
Nove in order to rrant Bro. A. G. Lacey a letter in rood standini 

to the South Eastern Association. Carried. 
Move in order to accept New Hope letter & seat Delerates. Ca rri ed. 

APPOINTING OF CONNITTF:ES 

APPRECIATION COMMITTEE-Sis. Jo Ann Williams, Sis. Mildred Tate, Sis. 
Ve rd.a Lou Gilli land. 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE-Bro. Dick Gilliland, Bro. Harvey Otts, Bro. Ge-
ne Avery. 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE- Bro. Bobby Duncan, Bro. Charles Yeilding. 
SUNDAY SCI/OOl-Bro. Arlie Green, Bro. Edrar Childers, Bro. J. E. Cheek. 
DECEASED NF.MEERS-Sis. Ova Line Avery, Sis. Ruth Vann, Bro. Ivon Boy-

ette . 
Nove in order to rrnnt letter to Bro. Joe Ledlow to Ve rnon Asso

ciation. Carned . 
Move in order to accePt Bro. Herdis Sullins f rom JasPer Associa

tion . Carried 

DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Bro . Marvin Winsett t o h<rve Friday night Devotional. 
Move in order t o accept report as read and discharge corr,nittee~ 

Carned 
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APPRECIATION CONMITTEE REPORT 
· We a#reciate being, in this /l,Ssociation and the fellowship of all. 

We thank God for his love and the many blessings he has given us i n 
life. We thank 5Plunee .Church for asking for the association and f or 
the wonderful meal. 

Hove in order to table report to be reread tomorrow. Carried. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL REPORT 
We the Ordainine Council have examined Bro. Doyle Chandler and 

Bro. Nike Lindley and we recommend that they be ordained to Preach 
the Gos-pel at this session. Re,.,uested that Bro. Jack Harder give the 
charee, 

Hove· in-order to accept report as read and -Proceed with Ordi
nation. Carrie< •• 

Bro. J~ck Harder eave the charge. Prayer by Bro. Marvin Wrnsett, 
St. Hett 10:1 Timothy Laying, on of Hands. 

Prayer by Bro. E<ha:Lrd Puckett. Right Hand of Fellowship by body . 
.Dismissed by Bro. Larry Shotts. 

,FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 
. Thirty-five were Present. Devotional Rev. Mar:vin Winsett. Message 

by Bro. Calvin Pearce. Scripture: Luke 2r7, Thirty-one took part in 
feet washing service. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 
Song led bv Bro. Calvin Pearce. Prayer· by Bro. George Page. 

1 EHPERANCE COHHITTM MJJUkl 
We the Conrnittee or. Temperance find it more commanding and neces

sary that our Preachers Preach more on temperance. Gal. .5:2r2q But 
the fruit of the sPirit is love, joy, Peace, longsuffering, gentle
ness, faith, meekness, temperance against such ther·e is no lCM. 

Hove in ord,.e.r to accept report as read and discharge committee. 
Carried. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

We your finance committee report. We find in Associational-Minute 
Fund $49~.oo on hand $q2.oo , Total $521.oo 

We recommend that each church send not less than $25.00 for ex
Pense of the Association. 



Move in order to accept report as read and discharge committee. 
Carried. 

DECEASED MEMBERS REPORT 

We the committee on deceased members have checked the records and 
find ten members from our Association have gone to He(Il}en. Our less 
is Heaven's gain. 

Move in order to accept rePort as read and disc harge committee . 
Carried. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT 

We the Sunday School Committee think that it is wonderful to have 
in our church a l<Xl,y of God ' s word being taught. That is through the 
medium of Sunday School . We find this done in all St ate Line Church

es, but 1.oe suggest that each church strive for better attendance. 
Now in order to accePt report as read and disc harge commi tt ee. 

Carn ed. 
Short message by Bro. HoWlrd Simmons in honor of our deceased Me

mbers . Prayer by Bro . Ottis Palmer. 
SEATING VISITING NINISTERS- Bro . Randall Tice-Bear Cree·k Associa

tion, Rro. Lester Hood-Rear Creek, Bro. Oscar Smith- Bear Creek. 
Song leJ by Bro . Calvin Pearce. 

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Bro. Ottis Parmer re west coming into this Association with forth
coming letter· from the Vernon Association. 

We tile Credential Committee recommend we grant this re-,uest. 
Nove in order to acce-f>t Bro. Parmer. Carried. 

BUSIAESS COJ,iNITTEE REPORT 

We your committee on documents and order of business recorrrnend 
z,,e ado t,t I tems 1 thru 17 as laid down in our minute~. We recorrrnend 
we have a standinfi Ordain ing Council to be aPPoinL.J. at the close 
of each ses ion . We recommend we change the wordi ng Credential Corrt

mittee to read Or-darning Co uncil i n Items 1 & 1 of rules for Preach
ers . We reccmunend we change th~ word tuine to Fruit of the Vine in. 
Ite m 1 1 of Art . of Faith. l11e recommend we abide by the Nati onal Tre
aties . We recommend we suspend It em 7 of rules for Preachers for t he 



express . Purpose of !frantin!f Rev. Larry Shotts a card of !food stand
ing. 

J,/ove _in order to accept Bus iness Committe e rePorl as read and 
discharge committee . Re-read and adopt Item by Item. 

Item 1• We reco111Tlend that the clerk be ·paid $10.00 Plus expenses 
for Printin!f of minut es and Posta!fe for associational mailin!f; the 
moderator, $15.00; assistant moderator, $10 . 00; treasurer, $5 . oo; 

assistant clerk, $10 . 00 for their se,rvices. The clerk will superi n-
tend the Printin!f of the minutes and distribute them. 

Item 2• We recommend that the moderator Preach the introductory 
sermon , -th~ assist ant moderator Preach the Friday nig-ht sermon and 
h·oly commu'tlion service with feet washin!f. 

Item 1. We recommend that the body decide where the next associ
at ion sharl convene. 

Item 4 • We recommend that our Friday session convene at 9 o 'cl ock. 
Item 5 · We recorrunend that no money be Paid out of any f und except 

by order of the assoc i ati on . 
Item 6- We recommend that all Pastors explain the value of tfttt

hin!f to various churches_ . 
. Item. 7. We recommend that we lfO on rec ord •!PPosi n!f all lquor 

traffic and le!falizin!f of intoxicatin!f bevera!fes. 
Item 8. We recommend that our ·pastors Preach one doct1·inal ser

mon a year in each church. 
Item 9• We recommend that the Associati on !frant each ordained 

minister a card of !fOOd standin!f each year. 
Item 10· We TE commend that we lfO on record a!fainst the intergr-

ation of the races in our churches and association. 
Item 11 • We recommend that we do not ordain any minister with 2 

livin!f wives nor his wife with two living- husbands . 
Item 12• We recommend that any minister fo r two years failin!f to 

represent himself in Person or by letter to the Association his cre
dentials will.be cancelled. 

Item 1_1. We recommend that each ·c hurch letter to the association 
remain the same as w:zs adopted in church conference . 

Item 14 • We recommend that ou-r Friday and Friday rzifht associat
ional se rvice convene at one church of our association and the Sat
urday services convene at another chu rch of our associati on . 

Item l'; • We recommend we abide by the A"at1onal Treaties . 
Item 16. We recommend we adof>t the Roberts Rules of Order as t,ar-
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limentary Procedure of this association . 
Item 17. We recommend that all churches separate· their finance 

and church letter to the associat ion and hand finrmce tn t o the f 1-

nance committee and the church le tter be handed t o credentrnl c,:m
mittee and mark their finance the same as their churc h le tter but 
seParately. 

Item 18, We recommend we have a st anding Ordai ning Council to be 
appointed at ':he clos,e of erich session . 

We recorrnnend we change the word wine to read fruit of the vine 
in Item u j Articles of Faith . Move in order to make th1s chanre . Cn
ried. 

INTERMISSION 
Special songs by Sis . Barbara Taylor & children. Oevotiona l by 

Bro . George Page. Message by Bro . Bobby Duncan . Matt 7: "I'ayJay 
Someday!" 
Obediah 1 : 

1 Thess. 4: 

Dismissed for lunch. 

SATURDAY AFI'HRNOON Sf:SS!OA' 

Song led by Bro. Narshal Watson, f,rayer· hy Rm . 
Visiting Ninisters: Bro. Bonnie Hughes, Jasf>e r .- lssnciation . 

APPRECIATION COMN!TTfE RrJ'lWT 

Re-read. Move to accePt rePort as read and discharge committee. 
Carn ed. 

CREDENTIAL COMMITTE/:,' REFDRT 

We your Credential Cammi ttee have examined all Ministers and re
commend that they be given a card of good standing. 

Absent at this session- Bro. C. C. Berryhill, Oscar Gardner, Ji mmy 
Houie. ll, Williard West brook, Dallas Gt ll il and, Gary Gardner. 

Move in order to accef,t rePort as reru:i. CarneJ. 
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ASSOCIATIONAL COMMI'ITEE REPORT 

· I really have enjoyed beinf y9ur Assnr,iational Pastor this year. 
I want to thank you for eivine me this 6ppo.rtunity to visit all the 
churches •in the State Line Association. They have been real nice. En
joyed every minute of it. Visitine with all you eood Christians. I 
will never forget you for givine me this oPPortunity and have that 
much confidence in me. Hay God Bless and be with you. I enjoy doine 
God 1s work. I have rece ived in offerings approximately $768.00. 

Hay God Bless you again. 

Charles Yeildine 
Nove in order to accept. 
Carried. 
Hove in order to give Sis. Sue Collier a card of eood standine. 

Carried. 

OFFICERS OF ASSOCIATION 

Moderator 
Asst. Moderator 
Clerk & Treasurer 
Asst. Clerk & Treasurer 
Associational Pastor 
Trustee to Children' Home 

Bro. 
Bro. 
Bro. 
Sis. 
Bro. 
Bro. 

1terdis Suliins 
Bobby f)uncan 
J. C. Hood 
Shidey Black 
Charles Lindley 
Harold Shotts 

Next Associational Session t,_iill convene with Cooper on Friday and 
wi.th }It. }luf,e or. Saturday. 

Deleeates to Vernon_ Association-Bro. Jack Pallard, Coof,er 
Bro. Gary Yeildinf , Mt . HoPe 

Deleeates to State Association-Sis. Verdie Dobbs. 

STANDING CREDENTIAL COJ,f}fl'JTEE 
Gary Ye~lding, Iris Hills and Jimmy Avery. 
Hove in order to er,rfJower Moderator to appoint Ordainine Council. 

Carried 

STANDING ORDAININt; COUNCIL 

Bro, Jac k Harder, Bro. Edward Puckett, and Bro. Marvin Winsett. 
Hove in orde r to emPower clerk to write necessary checks for the 

ex-Pense of the association . Carried 
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Move in order to dis charge Reading Clerks . ,Carried 
. !.fove in order to adjourn this session until z,,e meet next yea r 

r,. i th Coo,Per. Carried 

CURK 'S Ff.\'.U'CI.U. Rt.PORT 

Moderator & Asst . Nodemtor Donated their fiay to Assnci ,it,nn. 

Paid Rev. Duane Taylor Otoderntor) 
Paid Rev. William Atkins (Asst . Noderator) 
Paid J. C. Hood (Clerk & Treas.) 
Paid Shirley Black (Asst . Clerk & Tre as . ) 
Printing of Minutes (Est . ) 
State Fees 
F,xpense 

TOTAL DISBURSENENTS 
.4'noun t t n Bank 
Association & Ninute Fund 

TOTAL 
!,ess Disbursements 

B.4LANCE 

NAMES OF Df:ACOh'.). 

None 
.\'one 

,'·, . Ov 

10 . Ot' 

.._' l)l ) • ~)() 

.... ) .... {Jt) 

$ ..,•6~ • l'l' 
-.,'._' . L)l) 

.J l) J • l 'tl 

$ ,-., _, .) .l )(1 

;6i-., . ,l<J 
$1 1,f( 0 0 

ANTIOCH: Bro. J. M. Howell, Bro. Charles Howell, Bro. Ray St1J-
ham. 

BALLARD: Bro . J. R. Kerr, Bro. Iris Mills. 
BARNESVILLE: Bro . Exel Brown, Bro . Else Alvis, Bro. Charles Palmer, 

Bro. Lynz,JO od Clark, Bro. Gus Fergerson , Bro. Fred Stidham, Bro. 
1),.,ayne Rye, Bro ,_';layne Williams, Bro. Han se l Taylor. 

(J)()PER: Bro . Burley Finch, Bro. Edward Gilmore, Jerry Ray Coof>e,;_ 
CXJBBTOWN: Bro. Bill Colburn, Hubert N_ays, Ronnie Woods. 
FAIRVIEW: Bro. Jack Lindsey, Bro. Denver Shotts, Bro. Talmadge Shot

ts, Bro. Hugh L. Carter, Bro . Harold Shotts, Bro. Bernice Sh otts, 
Bro. Ira Tri-Plett. 

LIBERTY: Bro. John Lynch, Bro. Odis Ch ilde rs. 
WVE JOY: Bro. Marvin Pearce, Bro. Wendell Giddy, Bro. Wa llac e !'et

erson, 
MT. HOPE: Bro . J . D. Kelly, Bro. 0 . C. J,fitchell, Bro. Hubert Coch

ran, Bro . Garv Yetldtnf!. 
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NFi CENTER POINT: Bro. C. L. Scott, Bro. D. L. Brot,JZ, Bro . Ausie Ta-
~e . . 

NEW HOPE: Robert Avery. 
NEW SALEN: Bro. C. D. Stone, Bro. W. D. Walton, Bro. W. W. Gilliland. 
ltEASANT RIXE: sro. Elma Hue Taylor, Bro. Golden Harris, Bro . Dewey 

Crowe, Bro. Alfred Jones. 
PLEASANT .SITE: Bro. Archie Satterwh ite, Bro. Ve st er Watson, Bro . Ma

rshall Watson, Bro. Sam Nix, Bro. Don Nix, Hudon Stone, Orville 
Scoeeins. ' 

Fl>CKY GROVE: 3ro. J. C. Sanderson, Brd. Travis Hall, Bro. Robert Bu-
rleson, Rro. Redus /r/cKay. 

RDCKY 1UP: liro. Burton Frederick, Bro. Le'onard Bowell, Bro. Royce 
CooPer. ·_ 

SPLURGE: Bro. Delmo Thorrrpson, Bro. J. C. Palmer, Bro. Clovis Blay_ 
lock, Bro. J. W. Vann. 

UNION RIXE: Bro. Johnnie Nyers, Bro. Archie 'furman, Bro. Troy Cli 
ft on. 

ANTIOCH 
RaY Bowell 

BALLARD 
Danny Roberts 

BARNESVILLE 
Jay Nell Nix.on 

CXJOPER 
Burley Finch 

COBBTOWN 
Elizabeth Bead 

FAIRVIE"tl 
Jack Lindsey 

LIBERTY ., 
D,mnie Cole 

LOVE JOY 
Wendell_ Gi dd i e 

lff. HOPE 
Charles Cochran 

NEW CENTER POINT 
Nrs. J)J.l e Ford 
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Rt . '3 ' Hamilton, Ala. 

Rt. 4, Hamilton, Ala. 

Rt. 4, Hamilton , Ala. 

Rt. 1, Detroit , Ala. 

1611 31st St . Haleyville, Ala. 

Rt . 5, Hamilton, Ala. 

pt. 1, Lot 20 Aldridfe Tr. Pk. 
Co.ttondale , Ala.. 35453 

Rt . 2, HQJf'l ilton, Ala. 

Rt. 2, Hamilton, Ala. 

Greenwo od SP rtnfs, Miss. 



NEIi' HOPE 
Bea Deland 

NEl1; SALFM 
£lots LoJen 

I'!,EAS.4NT RI [A;f:· 
Dewey Crowe 

PLEASANT SJTF, 
!vi l/.a Jean Nill s 

ROCH r;ROVE 
Robe rt Rurleson 

ROCKY TOP 
Bonnie Coot>er 

SPLUNGE 
Faye Northington 

UNIO,\' RJ[X;F, 
Billie Joyce Clifton 

Rt . _., //cunt I t on, Al a. 

/;it . 2 , Hamil t on , Ala . 

Rt. 1, Rox 71, Detroit, Al a. 

f,'t . .c, !/amt I ton, .11 .i . 

NI/v'JSTERS t.;ANl:'S 0 .1/l!!NFSS/:S 

Rev. Willi am Atkins 
468- 242-:, 

Rev. C. C. Be rryh 1 l l 
256- 8225 

Rev. Hudson Burleson 
921 - 2471 

Doyle Chandler 
Rev. Edgar Childers 

Rev. Hub ert (,ardner 
921-2008 

Rev.- Oscar Gardner 
Rev. Redus Hall 
Rev. Jack Harder 

921--:,711 

Rev. Jimmy Hou1ell 
Rev. Robby Jeffreys 

021-1146 
Rev. G. C. Laiurence 

487- 6,;oo 
Nichael Lindle y 
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Ht. 4, /!amt l to n, Al a. -;•, ;-;70 
A't. .1, /!11ckleb1LT"g , Ala. 1<i'i64 
Tuscriloosa, .-'ll abama 

H(ll11t I ton, .-11 a. -i""70 
f(acklebur,,', _. 1/a. 1,;..:64 

~·1n f ielJ, Ala. 
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DECEASED MINISTERS 

Rev. Noah Roberts0n , Rev. J . D. [k;ve, Rev. w. G. Howell, Rev. c. 
R. Puckett, Rev. J . B. Watts, Rev. I. K. Boyette , Rev. ·,'1. L. Nicho
ls, Rev. U. G. Howell, Rev. Walter Colburn , Rev. L. V. Collier. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves by faith in Christ and adopted the !,.,Ord of 
God as our rules of faith and Practice$., i,,1e now give ourselves to 
one another, by the will of God in this solemn covenant, we Promise 
by his grace to love and obey him in all things, to avoid all aPPe
arances of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy· 
conformity in the M)rld, from all sanction of the use and sale of 
intoxicating betJerages and to Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. 

We agree faithJully to discharee our a,bligati ons in reference to 
the study of scripture, secert Prayers, iamily doctrines and social 
M)rship and by self denial, faith and good z..,orks, endeavor to grow 
in grace and knowledge of our lord and Saviour·, Jesus Christ. 

We will not forget the assembling togethe~ for church confe rence , 
Public i..,orshiP and the observance of the ordinances of the gosPel, 
nor fail to t,ay according to our ability for the support of the chu
rch, of its Poor and all of its benevolent !,.,Ork . 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reProof wi th meekness 
and watch over one another in love, endeavo rinf to keep the unity of 
the sPirit, in the bonds of Peace, to be careful of one another's 
haPPiness and reputation, seek to strenethen the u~ak, encourage the 
afflicated, admonish the erring, and as fa r as u~ are able, Promote 
the success of the church and of the gospel. 

,.-e will everywhere hold the Christian PrinciPles sac,·ed and Chri
stian obligations sut,reme, coun ting it ~ur chief business in life to 
extend the influence of Christ in society, constantly Praying and 
toiling that the kingdom of God may come and his will be done on ea
rth as it is in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor f or the Promotion of education and 
denominat i onal entert,rise, suPPort the mission, the success of the 
Sabbath School and evengelistic effort for salvation of souls . G7ld. 
conve rsion of the i,,orld and may the God of Peace sanctify us Jolly 
~nd Preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. call the Church to order f;y the Moderator. 
2. Call for the Peace of the Church. 
3· Of>Portunity for members. 
4· Jnvitine Brothers and Sisters to seat with usl 
5. Readine of the minutes of the last conference. 
6. · Is there any reference? 
7. APPointine of committees. 
8, Any acknowledeements? 
9. Report of committee. 

10. Unfinished business. 
11. New business. 
12, Distr:essed members. 
13, Adjournment. 

RULES FOR THE PREACHERS 

1. All ministers wishine to become a member of the Association will 
be required to eo before the Ordainine Council with a recommen
dation from th.e church of which they ard a member and also be 
called upon ~ to :Present their credenti als for examination and 
answer satisfactorily such 1uestions as they may ask of them. 

2. All Preachers shall attend all business meetines unless Provi
dentially hi"ndered. 

3· Any minister who behaves himself unbecominfly to his hieh and 
exalted call ine shall be ·reported by the Ordain inf Council to 
the Association, who shall deal with h!m. 

4· All ministers will be required to strictly adhere to the teac
hines of the Free Will BaPtist,, accordine to the Articles of 
r.'r1i th. 

5, All ministers shall be required to suPPort and stand by all boa
rds and committees appointed by this Association and do their u
tmost to.make them a success. 

6. No minister shall sPeak slandeFOJJsly or cast Personal reflectio
ns uPon another minister that will hurt his influence or minist
erial standine. 

7. Any mi ,,; , ter 1.<iho drm,1s his ietter from the church to which he 
belon6 ·• torr·tinl/.y cancels his credenti als until he joins 
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some other-church of the same faith and order and he is not al 
lowed to minister any rights that is allowed the minister of the 
gosPel to Perform. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe that there is but one true fternnl GoJ, The Father of 
r,,hom are all things, from everlasting, glorious and immutable to 
all his attributes. I Cor. 8: 6; Isa. 40: 28. 

2 . We believe that there is one l,ord Jesus Christ by 1,1hom are all 
things, the only begotten son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, 
whom God freely sent into the world because of the great love 
where with he loved the world, Christ as jr-eely gave himself as 
ransom for all lasting death for every man, r,,ho r,as buried and 
rose again the rhird day and ascended into Heaven, from whe1-e iue 
look for him the second time in the clouds of Heaven at the I ast 
day to judge the 1Uick and the dead. I Tim . 2:..;-6; Heb. 2; John 
-.:r 16; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24: Vi; I John 2:2 . 

3· We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the Percious gift of 
the Father through his Jear son , unto the 1,vrlJ, z,,ho 1uickenelh 
and dmweth sinners home to God . St. John 16:7-8; .-1cls :..•:4; l:'f•h . 
2: 1,- 4:r6-

4. We believe that in the beginning GoJ made man upright anJ Maced 
him in a state of glory without the least mxture of misery, 
from which he voluntarily, by transgressi on, Jell and by that 
means brought on himself a miserable ani moral state sub_jecl to 
death . Gen . 2: 17; 3: 10. 

5. We believe that God is not i. 1illingr that any s 1•0uld f>ensh, but 
that all should come t o ref>entance anJ the knowledi(e of truth, 
that they might be savei, for 1;1hich end Christ has rommanded 
the gosPel t o be PreacheJ among all nations nnd to every c rea
ture . f,fark 16: Fj; John 3: 1:,, 17: 51m. 2:4 . 

f . We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for 1£nt of a Christ, 
who died for him, but as the scripture has said, for denying the 
Lo rd that brought them, because they believe not in the name of 
the Holy Begotten Son of God , unbelief, therefore, being the 
use why the Just and righteous God of Heaven will condemn the, 'z
ildren of men, it follo1,1s against all contradictions that all 
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11U:n at one time or anuther, are found in such a capacity, as that 
through the Grace of God the7 may be saved. Acts 17; 30; Mark 6: 6; 
Heb. 3:10: I John 5:10. 

7. We believe the whole scripture is infallibly true and that they 
are the only rules of faith and Practice. II Tim. 3:16-17. 

8. We believe in the doctrine of general Provisions made by God in 
Christ, for the benefit .of all mankind who repent and believe the 
gospel. Luke 14: 16, 20; Matt. 28: 19, 20; Luke 1,:,, 5; Luke 24 :47; 
Acts 3:19; Hark 1:15. 

9. We believe that sinners are dra.tJ.m to Gid the Father by the Holy 
Ghost through Christ his son and that the Holy Ghost offers his 
divine.aid to all the human family, so as they might be happy 
would they give Place to his divine teaching, whereas such as do 
not receive the divine imPressions of his Holy SPirit shall at 
a futitre day owe their condemnation just and charge thems.elves 
with their 0""1 damnation for willifully rejecting the offers of 
sovereign grace; Matt. 11.·27; St. John 6:44, 65 : Psalms 1: 1; 
Tit. 2:11, 12; Jef. 22:29. 

zo, We believe that men, not considered simPly as men, but ungodly 
men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered such who 
turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord 
God, Jesus Christ, who brought them and the'refore shall bring 
upon themselves swift destructiin, but we observe that they are 
and such the APostles sayeth because they receive not the love 
of the truth. That they mjght be saved herefore, the indignation 
and wrath of God is upon every son of man that doeth evil, lin-

ing and dying therein, for there is no respect of Person with 
God. Jude 1:4; II Peter 2: 1-2; II Thes. 2:11-12: Rom. 2:9-11 . 

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not act
ually t ransgressed against the law of God, in their own Persons, 
are only subject yo the first death, which was brought on them 
by the fall of Adam and not that any one of them dying in the 
state shall suffer Punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's 
sin for such is the Kingdom of God. I Cor. 15:22; Matt. 18:2, 
5; Nark 9:36, 37; Matt. 19: 16. 

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faittt and 
that in the use of the means of the grace and. not out of Oie 
use of those means, eternal life is Promised to men. Rev. 22: 14, 
15: Isa. 1: 19, 20: Hatt. 7:8: Jer. 6: 16; Luke 11:14, ,'i· 
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11 . We believe that no man has any uxzrrant in the holy Scripture for 
justification before God through his own works , ·power or ability 
wh ich he has in and of himself, only by the grace is made able 
to come t o God through Jesus Chri st, Believing the Righteous -
ness of Jesu s Ch ri st to be ir,r/>uted to all believers for their e
ternal acceptance with God. Rom. 4:24; Acts 8:20 , 21 . 

14 · f!le believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God 
so that God knoweth whatever can or cannot come to Pass upon su
PPosed conditions, but not having decreed any Person to everlas

ting life out of resf,ect or mere choice, rather than he hath app
ointed the Godly unto life and the ungodly who died 1~ sin unto 
death Heb. 4:1 1; Prov. 8:22, 11; Natt. 25 : ·,p , 46 . 

15. we believe as touching gospel ordinances, in believers , bap ti sm, 
laying on the hands, rece ivi ng of the sacrament, rn bread and 
Frnit of The Vine, 4ashing the saint's feet, annointing the sick 
with oil in the name of t he Lord, fasting Prayer , singing Pra
i se to God and the Public ministry of the word with every insti
tution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament. Mark 16:-
15, 16; Acts 8: 17; Acts 2:18, 19; Luke :7 •. : 19, Joh n 11:5; James 

5: 14• 
16. fve belil've the gosf,el made of uxzter baf,ti sm is by immersion and 

that believers are the only subJects for bat>ttsm. Matt. i: 16; 
Mark 1:9, 10; .4cts 2:18, 19; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2 : 12. 

17. rve believe in a gene ral resurrectiori of the dead and a final Ju
dgement at the last day. Joh n ,,: 28, 29; II Car . 5: 10. 

18. We believe the haf>Ptness of the righteous i s eternal and the to
rments of the wicked are endless. Matt. 25 :4 6-

C0ASTITUTI0N 

1 . The Association shall be known as the state line Free Will Bapt
ist .4ssociatton of Alabama and Niss issiPPt. 

~- The Association shall be com-/>osed of ministers, deacons and del 
egates of different churches forrnng the same . 

1. All minis t ers and churches wishing to become members of this bo
dy must willingly submit to the Articles of Faith , Constitution 
and Rules of the same . 

4 . Each church in th i s Association shall be entitled to three delee
ates fo r the f irst hundred members of fractions thereof and one 
delegate fo r every additional fifty members. 
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5. This Associat i on shall hav e a standing Credential s e ommi t te e co
mPosed of three members, which' s hall be co,rr/Josed of deacons. The 
oldest member shal.l be dropp ed each year and a new one appoi nted 
by the Moderato r. Their duty shall be t o examine al l church l et
ters and appli cat i ons f or membershi p ,· both churches and minist
ers and make report of same t o the body. 

6. Offi cers of thi s Association shal l be a Moderator, Assistant Mo 
derato r , Cl e rk and Treasure r, Assistant Cle rk and Treasurer who 
sha l l be el ected by ballot at each · regu lar sess ion. 

7. Th i s Associ at i on shall mee t on Friday and Saturday before t he 
s econd. Sunday in Oct ober of each year and shall not adj(lurn un

til all b1is i ness is t ransacted. 
8, The Assoc iation shall vote on whe r e t he next Associ at i on shall 

be he ldJ,tnt i l one church gets t he majo rit y vo t e . 
9. The Consti tution by- laws may be altered or ame ndedat any regul a r 

s ession of th i s Assoc i ati on by a maj ori t y vo t e of t he members 

Present. 
10 , No mi niste r, deacon or de legate shall be seated in t his holy un

l ess the y agree to stay throughout t he s ession unl ess they are 
.Provi dent iall y hi ndered. . 

11. Each church reP re esented i n the Assoc i ation shall be rc:ui1-ed to 
bring annua l ly 5 per cap i ta as ' an Assoc iat i on Fund fo r t he Pur
pose of Pri nt ing t he minute s and ass (lc iat ional ex.P ence . 

12. Al l minist ers Pas t ori ng- chun;hes in the Al abama Miss i ss i Pfn Ass
oc iat ion shal l abide by rule s of the same . 

CHURCH R{ILES 

1 . We agree as me bers f r the State J,ini:; Assocwtior. of the Fr-ee 
Wil l BaPtist to cooperate in eve ry move for· the betterment of 
our denominat ion and t he extension of G0cf 1

, Kingdom through nut 

t he world . 
2, We agree t o meet ii'! conference as often as necessary to transact 

the bus ir.i s s of the church. 

3
• The Moderator shall be chos n Q)' the suff erage of the church in 

the ab sence of t he pastor. he NoJ.erato1· s/,al l observe good or
der and e:rf) l ain all 7uestions befo re he takes the vnice of the 
church on them and shal l have the libe rt y of Peech as any 0th
.er, but not vote unl es s there br a ti. e , z.,hen he shall rive t he 

de cidi ng vo te . 
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4· It shall be the duty of all members to fill their seats in con-
ference and bear th ei 1- Part of the ex-fience. · 

5· No member shall leave thei1- seat dunnf confe rence z,,ithout f,er
mission from the Noderator. 

6. No member shall arraifn another before the Church for any 
frievance without taking gos1Jel steps. Natt. 18: 15, 16, 17. 

7. All business broufht before the church by motion anJ seconJ and 
in fosbe l-li ke order shall be attended to _by the church , unless 
withdrawn be attended t o b¥ the church, unless 
withdrawn hv mover. 

8. Any Person wishing to sPeak shall arise and address the ,\/odera
tor and if two arise at the same time ti«:. Moderator shall Jeci
de ivho shall sj)eak first and no member u•hi le s f,eak ing shall cast 
any reflec t ion on an y Person , but shall adhere stnctly to the 
subject under considerati on. 

9. No member shall sPeak t«•ice on any subject «11th ou t f,ermiss1<1n 
from the church and not more than five minutes at the time. 

10. It shall be the duty of all churches' members to be Present at 
all church meetinfs , to vote on all '1uestions that come befo1·e 

the churc h 1<.1hen called on by the NoderatfJr or any member of the 
church who desires to obtain the mind of the t< •hole church . 

11. If any member shall rematn silent during the tran saction o) any 
business of the church and afterward comf,lain of t< •hat l<XlS Jone, 
the same shall be deemed disorderly and the member so offerinf 
shall be dealt with accord ingl y . 

12, Th e members of the church shall not talk about on e another sla
nderously, nor shall give ref,ort of circulation that may arise 
again at any church meeting, but sha ll make it known to the one 
the rePort is against and to no one else and any member doing 
otherwise shall be dealt with accordingly. 
We agree to do all business by a majon ty of the members f, resent 
at any regular or· called oonfenmce, f,roviding a 1uorum ts f, re s_: 
ent, said 7uorum being s even (7) members or more . 
Any member or minister of th e church who talks about his broth
er or sister slanderously shall be dealt wit h acco rdi ng as t he 
church sees ft t . 
We recommend that each churc h i n th i s Associ at i on have as many 
as t!<X) Sunday se rvices each mon t h. 
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16. These rules shall be read at the oPenine of each conference and 
s·trictly enforced by the J,foderator. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. ·This Association shall be opened and closed •with sineine and Pr
ayer, 

2• The officers elected at the Previous session shall beein their 
administration at the oPenine of each reeular session. 

3, Only one Person shall sPeak at a time. He shall arise and add
ress the Moderator and tdien recoenized he shall Proceed. 

4· No-Person shall be interrupted while sPeakine by anyone except 
by . the Noderator and not by the Moderator unless he breaks the 
rules· of order. 

5. The terson sPeakine must adhere to the subject in 7uesti en and 
shal~ not use words of Personal reflection. 

6. No Person shali sPeak more than twice on the same subject with
out leave of the Association and not mo~c than five minutes each 
time. 

7 No member shall·laueh or whisPer in time of Public sPeakine, 

B. No Person shall address another except by t~e aPPellation of br
other or sister. 

9. No member shall absent himself without leave of the Moderator. 
10, The names of all ministers, deacons and deleeates shall be en

rolled by the clerk and cdlled as often as deemed necessary by 
the Hoderator. 

11, Every member of this body shall vote for or ag,ainst every move 
that comes before it. Those failine to do so shall be repriman
ded by the Moderat or. 

12, Any Person who shall knowinely break any of. these rules be re
Proved by the Moderator accordine to di rections of the Associa
tion. 
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FORN OF-CHURCH LETTER 

State of __________________ , County of 

Th is ts to cert ify that our beloved _____________ _ 

1.s in full fellowsh ip with us and is thereby dismissed from us when 

jo ined in some other church . 

Th is ___________ .,..ay of _________ __, 19 __ 

Moderator 

Clerk 










