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MINUTES 
j 

The ministers and delegates comprising the Eastenn Division of 
Stone Association of the, Freewill Christian Baptist Church of Christ 
met with the Columbia Hill Clmrc;h, Overton County, Tenn., _in the 
thiry-fourth annual session, at 11 o'clock, Oct. 7th, UJ21. L 

After prayer ,by Bro. E. M.,Bledsoe, the introductory was v,reached 
by Bro. W. H. Ste.pp, ,from II 'rim. 2: 2. Then the former Moderator 
beimg ,present, the delegated ,body was called, to order and proceed­
ed to organize -by electing Bro. -W. H. Stepp, Moderator, and Bro A. 
B. Phi1lips, Clerk. ,The Moderator then -called for the enrollment of 
the delegates -from the different churches, and the following respond-
ed: ,~ 

Flat Rock-E. 1\1. Bledsoe. 
Crawford-James Garrett. __ 
Center · Poin. C. Cooper. 
Indian Cree ,C. Stephens. 
Columbia H eorge Phillips, John Phillips, McKinley Phillips. 
Banner Springs-\V. R. Cook, William Black, T. R. Bicknell, Ray-

mond Norris. 
Vine Ridge-W. H. Bowman 
Union, Ridge~C. D. Phi1lips. 
Union Point-W. J. Looper, ·l\r. H. PhilUps, S. -S. Howard, Josiah 

Bowman, A. B. P!hilHps. 
Cravenstown-E. B. Almondrode. 
Hood's Chapel-J. H. Hood, A. J. Abston. 
On motion the Rules of Decorum, In the 1920 Minutes, were read 

and adopted. On motion the 14th Section was added to. the Declara­
tion of Rights, which reads as follows: 

"It shaU -be the duty of any member wishing to leave the Freewill 
Christian Baptist Ghurch, to

0 

call for a Jetter ,before leaving.'' · 
On motion, it was .voted to -change Articles of Faith, in Article 7, to 

read "6th' Chapter and 4th verse," instead of "6th Chapter and 17th 
Vfrse." 

On motion, it was voted to change the form of our church letters, 
so as to make no mention of our contributions for Home :\Ilssions or 
Pastors. 

On motion, a committee on devotional services was appointed, . 
vhich reported as follows: 

Friday night, Bro. Bill .Johnson and Bro. C. C. ,cooper. Saturd:ry 



at 11 o'cloclr, Bro. \V. H. Stepp and Bro. EJ. l\I. Bledsoe. Saturday 
night, Bro. V. V. Vaughn a)J.cJJ.:qf~f!1.]o/if l\IcCowen. •Sunday at 11 o'­
clock, Bro. G. "\V. l\IcCowan and Bro. E. · 1\1. Bledsoe. 

0111 motion the ,preachers and deiegates were assigned homes, and 

1 bh<?'l,As,s,q~/a H9P.: ,11.~JOlff,IJ.e~\ntl1i-1)!fHlh Sll,tl\l~3Y,J;at!l8 i:.a.::·ml Bini m ,, 1I'!' 
:r!hff:} 'to i!'r;IHi~) j2ljq.cn rrnU~!·rri~) ;fi[•rrilc:-rt'~I 9tfj Jo rroi1r.i~)08?.A OJTOJ~ 
!.ldl Hi ,.fll!!)T ;{.lflllo'.) !!(Jj"l')VeA Ji!NM?1' ~mr nid!i~UloD 0rl-.t !IHW j9(l[ 

The Assocfatibnlirtiet i"pJrst£aile' i'o' IJdJi;uiifrkb"n'fl JHa0 R'fte'P1H•?iyEl,i r,lJy 
j~_V.:! ~Ani{ohnsorr,;1 ,ther Iron rrif 'l(fa]egat!Jsliwa~~ callect1fh1n'.<I me il,Kss'bc1htion 
•,r,toceedetl ·ta11bu'sinessnbyl'caIHng.1fo·r-• t.1i"e',r:J!'!tters1,t'r6mHt1io dif{Jrotlt 
-Ohurchesl>m-:hicli.-nvere r-e,adsand?,rec'eived,•;ti;~,,b!J ,J!i 1. ,inc•c:mq -;irristf 

.A InVftatI6'n;Wa!Pilillifi gfvlfol''folfth'~l r~ceptloti1ot1 ~is'ter'l~rrutb'We~J aftia. 
. 'Yme;i ',Jii'gliluild;'1',vi's11 re'c~\.ved}''1ttllf[Ci'ts1 '.\lelega1H, slt'a/;~ ·HHM llstotit 

·iliit1<1DciviiPSWt'i't1~irfvHehflfo •s~ars 11tii( duf"'6JlW. <lfli H!O'l'J !,;Qlfi~lDlD!J :;UJ 
'li'l 

On motion, Bros. C. C. Cooper, Geo_rg9 r~)f.HftW_~}; '.1:P-d }J/,\~q 1:f'.pil• 
lips were appointed as a committee _on il,nrnIJC!cl,. a,nd_ re:p__QJ·tecl.)\,', ,fol-l . · _ ,,..nn tJ.d ~~u1;.1. )'i{Jj-.,, o i,_.J 
ows · 1 ,;;-,.D') .').f!io"l 1'1lrrn'..J 

"We, your committee on finance, TTIJ.~rf,~~7;:Go_,jn f$r.5Ufl:if>nfle-
!';olved that the clerk have $12.00 wor['h' :o1' minut ,ted. ancl Ji:we 

:c,q1J1:rftl ·:•d11i;,1•1it ,.-'fl!l/f:-f~l,, Hf101. ,Ett'fl!::P.1 •.J;nu-J, il 1!1(1Hu.1ULJ 
tile ualar!cer ror , us services. .. . . - . •; 
.7r.•: li,-, 0 ·f·)i:L -{ 'P :l•·F·fll ItfJ:iJ'r fl ,:inor) .IT .\1!--?;JUI1fl_~,, 't'HH',. 

· Oh ·motfon · rhe de1egarei:1 ,bouy necame a committee· on_'),' . .tstora-1 La-
bor and re1ported as fol~ows: . . . f'~~:r ·.-r(H i ... 

Flat Rocl,-,Pastor, Hilary Plulhps; ,As11y.,.,µ. l Bilbrey. . 
, _ -~nan,ner S_pri1tgs;-F:1;tstco!,r n~p B/lbffY;'1ix~st., Hilery Phillips. 
,1, •. :.1,I. n•·1,· ,,nip _,_,.t .t: , 1,.,.rlll11St .T .. , . , H1e 1age---- as or, ,v. H. - :epp. , 

Crawford~Pastor, "\V. H. Stepp. 
Cravenstown-,P,astor, · G. ,"\V. M0Cowm1; Asst., John Fritts. 
Center Point-Pastor, c; C. Cooper. 

L:-Uh13n".Ridge-Past·or, L. F. BHbrey; Asst's., Ras Bilbrey and .Joh,n 
:~.-@~f:•'' . 

Union Point-Pastor, W: H. Stepp; ·Asst's., G. "\V. tiTcCowen an:l F. 
l\I. Copelancl. ' 

Hood's Chrnpel-Pastor, K. P. Sims; Asst., "\V. n. Rimm. 
Columbia Hill-Pastor, W. H. Stepp; Asst's., Ras Bilbrey a1nd Hilery 

Phillips. 
Ind_ian Creek-P;istor, L. F. Bilbrey; Asst., Hilery Phillips. 
Hig,hland-Pastor, W. H. 1Stepp; Asst., George l\IcCowan. 
:ut. Pleasant-Pastor, V. V. Vaughn. 
On motion, it was ordered that Bro. Jolln Fritts' 1name be enrollecl 

as an ordained minister. On motion, it was· ordered that "\V. I. Peters' 
·r,ame he dropped from the list of ordaimecl ministers. 



On motion, W. A. johnson, Alvis l\Iiller and John l\Iiller · were ap-
1rninted home missionaries to the bownds of the Association. 

On motion, our next Association will ,be held with the Vine Ridge 
Church, Crawford, ·Overton CoQ1?.ty, Temn., ,be1ginning at 11 o'clock• 
on Friday before the second Sunday in Oct. 1!!22, with Bro. Ras. Bil-
ilrey to preach the int;roductory sermon. · 

Resolved, T,hat we express our' heartfelt tha_nks to the ,people of the 
Columbia Hill commwnity who so kindly took ·care or us, and that we 
u,nder to them our sincere gratitude for their great kindness and hos­
pitality duririg our stay 'with

0 

them. '. · ·· 
.On moti-on, we ,sang a so1ng ·and ·toolc the -parting hand, and the 

As'toclation was dismissed in good order, to meet again at the time 
and place appointed. 

' W. H. STEPP,, Moderator. A. B. PHI_LLIPS, Clerk. 

\._ ,. ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
Article'l. ~e believe in one'eternal God, the creator 31nid'up.Jioicter 

of all things, and in Jesus Christ, His ,son, and in the 'Holy Ghost, aml 
that these three are cme. 

Article 2.· '\.elieve the Holy Scriptures -of the Old and New 
Testaments to he '\Vord of God, and the only rule of faith aml 
practice. . . 

Article 3. We believe. that man is unable to recover himself .from 
tho fallen state that he is in, by reason of sin, only by the grace of 
God through the exercise of faith. 

Article 4. We believe that ,baptism and the Lord's Supper and the 
washing of the saint's feet are ordinances of Jesus Christ and that 
immersion is the only mode of baptism; not the putting away the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward Goel by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, . 

Article •5. '\Ve 1believ-e that no minister ,has the right to administer 
these ordinances ,except such as are regularly ordained . 

.A:rticle G. '\Ve ,believe ~n _the resurrection of .the dead, :i general 
judgment, the punishment oCthe wicked, and the joys of the right-
eous. are eternal. / 

Article 7. '\Ve ,believe according to the Scriptures-Paul's letter 
to the Hebrews 6: 4-that after a man has been made partaker of 
the Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is .impossible ever to 
renew him again rnnto repentance, or restore him unto the favor or 
God. • · 

Article 8. We receive no person into· the Freewill Christian Ba·p­
tist Church of Christ only on the -principle of their conversioi:i. 

Article 9. '\Ve believe that no persons are members of the church 
of Christ only those who have tlrn witness within themselves. 

Article' 10. '\Ve believe that all the members of the ,church of 
Christ have a right to the -sacramental table upon the principle or 
their acceptance with him, for St. Paul .says: "But let a man ex­
amine himself, and so let him eat of that •bread and drink of that 
cup." (I Cor. 11: 28.) 



1 
r 

DECLARATION_ OF RIGHTS 

Section 1. That all power of church government is innerent in tile 
people and the preachers; that is,- i1__ the churches; that they have a 
right, through their representatives to 'establish, alter or amend tllelr 
form of church government, t•.vo-thirds, agreeing thereto. 

Sec_ 2. That a Christian church is, a society of ,believers In Christ, 
and is a divine institution,, Jesus Christ •being at the ·head of the 
church and the Bible the only rule of our faith and ,practice. 

Sec. 3. · That no rule of faith and doctrine shall ever be established 
in the Freewill ·Baptist Church of ,Christ, contrary to the Bible. 

Sec. 4. No person who loves the Lord Jesus Christ and obeys tile 
gospel should ever :be deprived of church membership. 

Sec. 5; · Every member has an inalienable right to private judg­
ment in matters of religion and may speak freely of the same in a 
way that will not violate the law of God, or their country, 

or the rights of their fellowman. . . 
SE.>c. 6. :All church trials should ·be conducted o,n, gospel principles 

C!JIY, and ·no minister or member shou.Jd ,be excommunicated except 
for immorality,·• the pro'pagation of tmchristian doc:r1,n,e, neglect or 
duty enjoined ·by the word of God or th_e rules of the church. 

•Sec. 7. The church has a right to form and enfo.such rules arnl 
regulations only as are Lru accordance with the y Scriptures, 
'.~1:~ ,may be necessary to carry into eff~ct the grea , em of Christ-
1<1mty. · , 

Sec. 8. There may be three grades 'or Association established in 
the Freewill Christiam, Baptist Church-first, the Monthly Association; 
second, the Anmual Association; third, the General Association; all of 
which may, ,be established by the rules o! the church. 

6ec. !J, That the church has a right to select their leaders and 
delegates to the Annual Association. 

Sec. 10. It ,shall be the duty of every church· to elect two Deacons 
and one Cleric 

E'ec. 11. It shall be the duty of each cnurch to send delegates with 
letters in order to the Ani;rnal Conference. 

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the A>nnual Association to send to 
the General Association delegates with correcponding letter in or-
d~ . 

Sec. 13. That no minister or member be allowed to aid or abet In 
.any way, either directly or indirectly, tn, the manuracture O'r sale or 
intoxicating drinks as a ,beverage, ·,ve kno)v ,by observation that it 
is the great hindering cause in the upbuilding of the Lord's kingdom 
en earth. · 

Sec. 14. It shall ·be· the duty of any member· wishing to leave the 
Freewill Christian Daptist Church, to call rfor a letter before leavl,::i,6. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

Section 1. No complaint shall be brougiht in t.11E church agaLn,st 
t,r:msgressing mcmlJers until the aggrievrd 'varty complie·s witll the 



directions given by our Lord in St. Matthew, 18: 13, 17. 
Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Deacons of the churches to go 

to .the tram,sgressing members, talk to them, admonish them and they 
shall have until the second church meeting to make reconciliation. 
It may be the duty of the churches to J;:hoose a committee to settle 
questions of aggrieved ·causes. .-. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of Stewards to advise the church .to 
promote means to sustain the church and ,preachers. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of each· mi,nister, on receiving mem­
bers into the church, to ask the applicant the following questions: 
First, "Do you feel that you love God 'With all )'our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength?" Second, "Are you a -believer with all your heart that 
Jesus Christ is the Son ofGod?"••,Third, "Are you wi!lit!J,g to wall, in 
all his precepts?" _ · , 

Sec. 5. It. shall be the duty of all persons Who ·become members 
of the ·Freewill Baptist Churoh, who have not- been baptized by Im­
mersion, and that ,for the answer of a good conscience, to aitenu· to 
the ordi•nance of .baptism. 

Sec. G. It shall .be the duty o.f the several churches to organize a 
church treasury for the purpose of defraying church expenses. .·­

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the different church clerks to keep a 
correct minute of all their church nieetings · in a book 1rnpt rfor tlrnt 
purpose. . • • · . 

Sec. 8. Each chu . ·represented iin, the Annual Association shall 
be entitled to two r ate voters, whose membership does not 
exceed 50, and one additional for every 25 over 50. 

Sec. 9. No ,minister shall ,be ordained to the office of Elder un-til 
having ,passeu a satisfactory examination upon the subject of repent• 
ance, faith, justification, the door ionto the church, water baptism, the 
Lord's ·su:pper, ,washing the saints' feet and transacting of the church 
business in general. · 

Sec. 10. · Any one who df',sires the office of Elder shall take the 
following steps before presenting· himself for ordination. They shall 
he liberated by their churches to hold prayer meeting and comment 
o,n, the Scriptures for one year; at the ex·piration of twelve months, 
or any time thereafter, ,he shall ,go before a Presbytery' .for examl• 
nation and if fou·nd com;::etent, they shall issue license for him; af• 
ter he has had license for one year he shall go before a Presbytery 
for a second examiinatlon, if found worthy, they shall ordain him 
to the office of Elder. 

Sec. 11. That, for the purpose of rece1vmg ordained m1ms­
tcrs from other denominations who come to us -well recommend­
ed, we receive them and ratify th-eir llce!l,se or credentials. 

Sec. J 2. It shail 1ie the duty of the Presbyt,ery to give a htter of 
dismission ·ancl recommendation to any, ordained minist,ei if in gooll 
stanlHn,g wishing to leave our Association. · 



ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1 . . Cailing the delegates to order. 
2. Electing a Moder~tor and Clerk. 
3. Enrollment of the namesuf delegateA. 

4. Appointment of committe? on_ devotional services, and making 
their report. 

5. Reading Rules of Decorum. 
1: Adjournment. . 
s.'~ Calling the roll of delegates. 

9. -, Calling for and receiving letters from different chu-rches. 
10. Invitation for reception of siste'r churches. 
11. Contribution counted, printing of Minuts·e ordered. 
12. Invitation for office of Elder. 
13. Appointment, pla·ce next Association. 
14. Appointment to preach introductory. 
15. Expressing thanks. · · .. 

. . 
ORDAINED MINISTER_&, 

George McCowan, Monterey, R. 3., Yn'n. 
K. P. 8ims, Wilder, Tenn •. 
John Stowers, Banner Springs, Tenn. 
C. C. Cooper, Manson, Tenn. 
W. C. Stephens. Manson, Tepn. 
W. B. Rhum, Cook Plac·e, Tenn. 
Hilery Phillips, Monterey; R. b, 6., Tenn. 
L. F. Bilbrey, Monterey, .R. b. 6., Tenn. 
V. V. Vaughn, Monterey,,R. b. 6., Tenn. 

'Frances Gennings,. Sunbright, Tenn. 
W. H. Stepp, Crawford, Tenn. 
H. A. Johnson, Davidson, Tenn. 
Ervin Holloway, Davidson, Tenn. 
John Miller. Wilder, Tenn. 
Alvis Miller, Wilder, Tenn.' 
E. E. Miles Davidson. Tenri. 0 

-

Silvester Copeland, Crawford, R. 1,, Tenn. _ 
F. L. Copeland, Monterey, R. 2, Tenn. 
W. H. Johnson, Cookeville, Tenn. · 

·Jim Huling, Glades, Tenn. ; 
E. M. Bledsoe. Deer Lodge. Tenn. 
John_ Fritts, Davidson, Tenn. 

j 

... 

·. 



ADDRESS OF CHURCH CLERKS. 

Churches · l Clerks, F": 6. all in Tenn. 
Flat Rock ______ _ _ T. S. Adkin!i,,J),eerlodge. R. 1. 
Crawford __________ James Jones, Crawford. 

CenteF-,_ Point,:..~_!l!.[':_l G, ~-":.?o~per, M~J\lH>.nlo ,:nail 
Mt, f~tea.sarrl5:c.-=-i c. F.tanl& 21.'~nch, Allardt. I 

• -, "°)J OP O-, Q..~ • • ff i:----ba., i5 M .r:+ rrfhJrroJ 
Ind1 n C~~H,,-,-,--..., 0 '£•,-,'-{.,, H! um, · ansorr. 
Coluhi!:!i:;-J,li!~~--sw7 4.!r;ne~¾Ifhillips,Gr-awford; R. 1, Bx-40 
BanJer Sp-riogif r::-! m :~ Slbwersp-Banner Springs .. 
Vl·n,J R•1-;,----,----e, , ,-, 1 1 N-an~,, -,-v· 1ug"-·n r'rawford .... ! .-~ Y .. ~!~ r-T--: T-r _ 1 r~'-J ~ . ·n , ~ _ . • 
Um9n:~1d15~ -H-H cr,-n:Ph1lhps, Monterey, R. 3. 
Union~.I?oint.1-1_T: _ A. B. Phillips, Crawford, R. 1, Bx_ 40 A 
Cravbnst"o\\,11-~.:.~·--- _ E. B. ·Aimonrods; Craven·s. 
Freeilbm _ _; ___ ~----- John Stephens,. Glenoby. 
Hood's Chapel ______ J. L. Reaga_n,._ Wilder.· 
Highlanq.- ; __ .. _-_: _____ 0. V. Bilbrey. Booz. ·1i 

F~RM o ... LETT~~ To- THE ASSOCIATION. ~.. . .... _ 

We, tlle J'reewill Christian Baptlst Church of Christ at _-_____ County, 
Tenn., to .the Stone .Assodatlon,. when convened with the _______ _ 
Church ___ _;_~---------· County,-:Tenn,:·. 
Dear Brethren: ________ \Ve have chosen our messengers ______ to 

represc,nt Us in your -body. The statistics o! our church are as fol-
lows: Increase by baptism ____ ·;· ,by_ .professio1ni ----; by letter ____ ; -by 
recommendation ____ ; 1by restoration ____ ; our decrease by letter __ ; by 
esclusion ____ ; by death_____ ·Total in fellowship ____ . Our day or 
mF-eting is ___ ; ___ ,sunday. : Our present ,pastor is Jlro. -----· Our post 
cffice is _____ :.., County, ·Tein-n. · This is done .by unanimous voice of 
the churcl1 anci sig,;ied· by order of the same on the ____ day of -----, 
10,2 __ , · _____________ Clerk. ____________ l\Ioderator. 

FORM OF LETTER_,TO CHURCH MEMBERS. 

To All Lovers of Jesus: 9hrist: This· is to certify that the well _be-
loved ______________ is a member of the Freewill Christian Baiptist 
Church of Christ at ____________ County, State or Tennessee, and is 
hereby dismissed fro}Il us In full fellowship. This is done 1by a voice 
o!' the ei1tire church, the day of ----, 192 __ , ______ l\Ioderator. 

---------- Cle_!k. 
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