
Minutes 

of tbe 

Seventy-S~ Annual Sessiou 
(U.Sl"ll&N DIVISION) 

of the 

STONE ASSOCIATION 

of the 

FREE WILL CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF CHIRST 
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* * * 
,_00_. ~ -·····--·--·---

OO'l'IIJ, .wt., Moderator -·---~ a .... _____ _ __ ......,. atl:D:lillly, 

-cJert ·--- Ol'olmlle, 



SE 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

BIBLE COLLEGE 

Presented by 

Rev. Wilburn Phillips 

THIRD DAY: 

Committee Reports: 
1. Report of Evangelist. 
2. Report on Temperance. 
3. Report on Sunday Schools. 
4. Report on Resolutions. 
5. Report on Obituaries. 
6. Report on Prayer Meeting. 
7. Contributions counted; Minutes ordered. 
8. Appointment for next meeting place. 
9. Expressing thanks. 

10. Adjournment. 



•;,,;;,:.c, ':,: :,J:;i,,;L' . .-:-"~1.:i.·;_ ::.:,MINUTES: La: __ :_· .. :·:-•.. :::;. _; .:. :: .• , .• 

~ :.·'-. ':rlie ~e-;entff-se~onk~iiua1·:se:Ssion of the Eastern ·n1visfon ·of·· t:he 
St~~~:. kl;~~ia.ti~~' ;;i. the- -F~~e;i1i Chr~tian Bapt~t Church of Cl,lr_lll~ 

met with the. . .H~O... l'Pint p~1.p;c;h,. Morgan CQ,. .State. of Tennessee, on 
;,.:,/~--;.,· .. :~ . ..:.·:, ,..;,·),.;·,. .. •.~,~- · .. : ... : .. ~- .: .:., .. ,.. .. . .. 

Oct.,_ (1-7-8, 1955. The forml)r Moderator, Rev. Omer Allred being present 
·d~ii~i thJ. hous~· to: o;d~r.;· After ii~gin~ and ;rayer. proceeded to organize 
~Y'.:~!~c,ti~tii'~~,.;n~ily_ Norrod, '.Mode.rator;'.~nd ·Rev. H~i:man ·H~oten, 
Asst. Moderator; and Rev. Omer Allred Clerk, and Rev. Barney.Cooper, 
Asst.- C1eik: ·:.-: ~~;,- - ... ., _,. 

·· ·DELEGATES 

After Calling the :fo1fofcliurches:the foliowing del~gates represent­
.ed:the:.following Churches:·.·:.·. 

Allardt-Floyd Beeler. 
t~:.:· . .'.".Barinel'. 'Spring~Loyd ·.· stowers:1 

Cooper Chapel-Miss Fay Boles and Fay Choat.·. · . : · ·: ~ -
· .. <eenter :pofn~Leamon.: Cravens, Virgil· Cravens. 

Crossroad Chapel-Mitch Wright. · 
;., : ,·calvary....;;Ova:,Key, .Martha Harris, Aibert Key. . . 

Highland-S. B. Hood, Mrs. Louis Hood and Scil Smith, 
-~ ,/::Hoover•· Chapel~Louririia Copeland; Ridley ·Copeland.· . 

High Point-Mary Bell Robbins, Maxine ·Hall. 
, ·;. S Jonesville::2Wiila'rd~·J'ones; Om.el us Englarid. . 

Mt. Carmel~Mrs. Tonzie Cooper, Mrs. Lola Stephens and Mrs. 
-Hazel,:siriJ.s. : 
"' --Tirich'.'rown-by letter. · ,: 

•Martha :washington....:...Burton· Miller and Eliza Miller. 
Rennie-Mrs. Letha Harvell, Bates Manis. 

·,•; . .-::unfon',arove::.:..cifrsciil,Howllrd, Att .. -Looper . 
. . ,unron· Poin~Perry, Mccowan, Lula Mccowan .. 

Union Ridge-Joe Human, Estel Bilbrey. 
Stockto;11 Chapei2Efiiest Crabtree, Saree ·cooper .. 
W0bdy•:•co'mmuhitf::2n•ot ~represented; .· . 
Anderson-Ralph Burks, Arrie Hinson: · 
Boyer Chapel-Faris Cook, ··Roy· Stuits .. · 
Mineral Springs-by' letter. · · "· · · · ·'" · · · 

............ • ···.' .... 
Adjourned at 11 :oo a.m. for preacpJng: service._ Song by the body. 

Introductory sermon was preached by Bro. Bill McCowan;•readlng .. from 
John's gospel, 15th Chapter, 1st verse'.through:the: 21st;· subject• .. J'God 
loves and cares for you,". followed by Bro.':Thurmaii Key, reaci.ing~from 
2nd Timothy. ·. ..:.·;,:·.:,.:·;: :,;;;,;:= • '· ... · . ,· 

., ........ ~:1· . .; .• ,: ....... · .. :: ·:.~:: .':,· :: .. :··.· ...... . 



Met at 1 o'clock. Called to\o.rdef ,by Moderator. Singing by congre­
gation. ~c;-ipt:qre _ rea,di_ng J.)y ._~{!~er~tQr. fro~ _the __ 5th Chapter of Mat­
thew"s gospel;lst verse throtigh·the· 5th·verse. Prayer by Bro. Willard 
Norris. .. . .. . . . 

... COMMITTEif ON DEVOlIQNAL REPORTS 

Thursday night, 7 o'cl~ck-Rev. Herman Hooten, Rev. Gilbert Matta. 
Friday at 11 O'clock-Rev: Wilburn Stepp. and Rev. Barney Cooper. 
Friday night at 7 o'clock-Rev. Willard Norris and Rev. Hershel 

Phillips. 
Saturday at 11 o'clock-Rev. Charlie Wright and Rev. Dally Norrod. 
Saturday night at 7 o'clock-Rev. Luther Cox and Rev. Omer Allred. 
Tommie Adams, Chairman, Omelus England, 0. B. Manis. 

APPOIN~EU .COI\IMITTEES 
Committee on Temperance: Bro. Herman Hooten, Chairman, Bro. 

Barnie Cooper and Bro. Wilburn Stepp. 
Committee on Sunday School: Mrs. Mary Bell Robbins, Chairman, 

Mrs. Letha Harville ~nd Mrs. TonzieJJ09per. 
Committee on Resolutions: .Bro.- Thurman Key, Chairman, Bro. 

Bill Mccowan and Bro. Willard Norris. 
committee on Obituary: Bro. Loyd Stowers, Chairman, Bro. Burton 

Miller and Bro .. Corbet England. -
Committee on Prayer Meeting: Bro, Luther cox, Chairman, Bro. 

Gilbert Matta and Bro .. Charlie Wright. 
Committee on Finance: Bro. Ike Young, Bro. Arie Kinson and Bro. 

Ralph _Burks. 
Motion made and seconded to adjourn to meet at 9:00 a.m. Friday. 
Met 9:00 Friday. Called to order by the Moderator. Singing by body 

"I'll be Satisfied".· Scripture reaqing, one hundredth Psalm. Prayer by 
Bro. Cordell Hargis. 

Presbytery was appom,ted. B,;w O!:ner Allred, Chairman, Bro. Luther 
Cox, Bro. Buss Beaty, Bro.- Charlie_ Wright, and Bro. Wilburn Stepp. 

CH;URCH · LETTERS CALLED 

The Moderator· called for church lf;ltters from various Churches. 
Allardt-Read and Passed ... · 
Banner Springs-Read and · Passed. 
Cooper's Chapel-Read and· Passed. 
Cross Roads Chapel-Passed. 
Union RidgC-'--Read and Passed. 
Calvary--,Read ·and Passed. 
Highland-Re1td anci :Pas(led, .· :.• 
Hoover's Chapel--,Passed. 
High Poin~Read · and Passed; 
Adjourned for 11 :00 a.m.. Preaching. 
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.. 1 :30 p.m. Friday. Called together by singing "Victory" in Jesus'!. by 
Bro. Charlie Wright. The Moderator read scripture from 2nd Peter; 
3rd chapter, beginning with the 8th verse.· Prayer was rendered by Bro. 
Oliver Mccowan.. . 

Reading Church letters continued. 
: Jonesville-Read and Passed. 
Mt. Carmel-Read and Passed. 
Tinch Town-Read and Passed. 
Martha Washington-Passed. 
Rennie-Read and Passed. 
Union Grove-Read and Passed. 
Center Point-Revised and· Passed. 
Union Point-Read and Passed. 
Stockton's Chapel-Read and Passed. 
Anderson Church-Read and Passed. 
Boyer Chapel-Read and Passed. 
Mineral Springs-Read and Passed. 
Invitation for office of Elder. Bro. Thurman Key, came forward and 

went before the Presbytery and passed a satisfactory examination and 
was ordained, also Donald Whittaker, James Oliver Mccowan, Gilbert 
Matta and Cordell Hargis; all of whom passed examination and were 
ordained in the past year. All were accepted in the Association and 
for their names to be placed in the Minutes. 

Motion made and seconded and voted on whether we hold the 
Association three days or two days. Vote carried by majority to hoid 
three days. 

Motion made and seconded that we transact our business next year 
as it is in our Minutes, the first, second, and third day. 

Motion made and seconded that we adjourn till 9:00 o'clock Satur­
day. 

SATURDAY 9:00 A. M. 
Called together by the Moderator. 
Ministers and delegates called to order for Business. 
Song led by Bro; Bennie Allred, "I'll Be Satisfied." 
Prayer by Bro. Donald Whittaker. Scripture read by the Moderator, 

James first Chapter beginning with the 22nd verse through the rest 
of the chapter. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
REPORT OF EVANGELIST 

I have found it a great pleasure to visit all the Churches in our 
Association. I have enjoyed it very much. I have pastored one church 
in Ky. I have helped conduct four Revivals, witnessed a number of 
souls-saved. I have preached seventy sermons, preached,fpur·~tunerals, 
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Received for Evangelistic work $152.69. For Pastoral and Revivals $121.66 
Total for the· year. $274.35. 

REPORT· ON TEMPERANCE . 

Bro. Herman Hooten, Chairman, made a nice talk cin Temperance. 
Subject, Be Temperate in all things. Bro. Wilburn S~epp made a short 
talk and Bro. Barney Cooper made a short,talk and that the committee 
ordered that it stands as in our Minutes. 

We your Committee on Temperance beg to advise our P:r;eachers 
and Members to not only admonish temperance in intoxicating drinks 
but also in their talks or anything whereby our brethren might be 
offended. 

Rev. Herman,Hootep, Chairman,. 
Rev. Wilburn Stepp, 
Rev. Barney Cooper. 

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We, your Committee on Sunday School, believe that the Sunday 
School is the most wonderful organized program in the Church. For in 
this cause you can reach so many with God's Word that you can't reach 
otherwise. It sure backs up the Church. 
· · Mrs. Mary Bell Robbins, Chairman, 

Mrs. Letha Harville, 
Mrs. Tonzie Cooper. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTION 

We, your Committee on Resolution, beg to report as follows: We 
agree to stand on the former Resolution, and ask the Association to 
adopt this Resolution and make it more resolute in carrying our Church 
Work. 

Bro. Thurman Key, Chairman, 
Bro. Bill Mccowan, 
Bro. Willard Norris. 

REPORT ON OBITUARIES 

We, your Committee on Obituaries, find that six of our members 
· have passed away in the past year. 

Bro. Sherdon Wilson of Jonesville. Bro Sim Carr of Highland. Sister 
Ester Cooper of Cooper· Chapel. Sister Gertie Blair of Tinch Town. 
Sister Etter Cooper of Center Point and Sister Tina Cooper of Center 
Point. 

Bro. Loyd Stowers, Chairman, 
Bro. Burton Miller, 
Bro. Gorbet England. 

REPORT ON PRAYER MEETING 

We, your Committee on Prayer meeting. We urge and insist that 
each Church member:: of our Churches hold regular meetings in the 
Churches and Communities for we feel that· prayer is the Key that 
unlocks Heaven"s door. 

Rev. Luther Cox, Chairman, 
Rev. Charlie Wright, 
Rev. Gil'ber~ Matta. 

:Motion made ·and Seconded to·Actjourn f0r 11:oo·o•c16ck'preaching. 
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, ,..:.,.,,,;; SATURDAY,,EVENING, ,,;. 

Called together by singing "In the.- Sh a d O ~,: of 'the Cross," The 
Mciderator :caned -:the: Ministers' and'' delegates to orcier,: reading the 
scripture Mark 9th Chapter, 46th through the 50th Verses .. Prayer" by 
Bro>Omelus· England'.: · ·- · ·· · 

··· Report from quarterly Ccinference was read and accepted . 

. FINANCE. REPORT . 

We, Your Committee on Finance finds $106.13 for the Freewill 
Baptist Home for.Children,.and $83.78 for minutes: We recommend that 
the Clerk have $60.00 worth of •minutes· printed· arid' "that he keep the 
balance of $23.78 for his expenses. 

Bro. Ike Young, Chairman; 
Bro. Ralph Burks, 
Bro. Arie Henson. 

Bro. Gilbert Matta was appointed for our traveling evangelist ·.for 
the year _1955 and-1956. ·.· . . . . . 
. Moveci . tl1at , we make an ~fferl~g for Freewill Baptist Hom~ for 
children. Freewill offering was made $14.85. 

It was voted that_ otir next Association be held with the Banner 
Springs Church at:Banner Springs, Fentress County, State of Tennessee. 

EXPRESSING THANKS 

· · We,· the Ministers and Delegates wish to thank the good people of 
Highpoint for the good food and lodging furnished us during our stay 
with. them. We ,h!)PEl to see you all at Banner Springs next yEJar. _;May 
God bless you .. all is our prayer. 

Our work ·b•e'ing ended, motion made and seconded that we adjourn· 
until the time and place appointed above. · 

\ ~. 

MINISTERS'REPORTS 
I was pastor of one Church. Helped in three revivals. Witnessed 

twent:Y s0uls saved. Preached thirty-eight sermons. Baptized 9. Received 
14 into the church. Helped conduct 2 funerals. Married 3 couples. Of­
fering received from the Mt. Carmel. church at Grimsley. $112.29; other 
offerings ·$15.00;-Total $127.30. .- -
' · · · ·' · Rev. Buss Beaty, 

Grimsley, Tenn. 

I was pastor of one Church. Received 8 members into the Church. 
Helped in several revivals. Preached 62 sermons. Received for the year 
$337.29. Had a_ wonderful time in the Lord. I desire thif prayers of all 
God's people: ·-· . . . . . - . .. 

Rev. Luther Cox, 
CrossviUe, Tenn., Route 3. 

I have held 19 revivals the past year. Witnessed 216 professions, 
,Baptized 33;; Held 4·;funerals. Married 3 couples; I-have·nad a wonderful 
time in the Lord. · · -· -- ·· · ·· 

Rev. Oliver England. 
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Rev. Daily Non-od pastored five churches. Preached 140 sermons. 
Helped_ in 11 Revivals. Witnessed -142 Conversions. Baptized 20. Con­
ducfoted -ifuee funerals .. Received 28 members into the church. Received 
as:offering $882.36: : - -. . - . . . -

Report of Herman Hooten's Church work for the past year. Pastored 
one church, Assisted pastor one church. Preached 80 sermons. Received 
6 into the Church. Baptized 13. Received offering $600.00. Preached 2 
funerals. Married 2 couples and held 4 revivals with 24 conversions. 

_ - •- -PASTORAL LABOR FOR 1955-56 

Allardt-Rev. Barney Cooper, Pastor. 
Banner Springs-Rev. Daily Norrod, Pastor. 
Center Point-Rev. Travis Conatser, Pastor; Rev. Hershell Phillips, 

Assistant Pastor. 
Crossroads Chapel-Rev. Travis Conatser, Pastor; Rev. Willard 

Norris, Assistant Pastor. 
Cooper's Chapel-Rev. Travis Conatser, Pastor. 

. Calvary...:.Rev.. Oliver England, Pastor; Rev. Talmadge Phillips, 
Assistant. . 

Hoover's Chapel-Rev. Joe Hicks, Pastor. 
Highland-Rev. Omer Allred, Pastor; Rev. Daily Norrod, Assistant. 
High Point-Rev. Omer Allred, Pastor; Rev. Daily Norrod, Assistant. 
Jonesville-Rev. Buss Beaty, Pastor; Rev. Oliver England, Assistant. 
Mt. Carmel-Rev. Luther Cox, Pastor; Rev. Buss Beaty, Assistant. 
Tinch Town-Rev. Hershell Phillips, Pastor. 
Martha Washington-Rev. Buss Beaty, Pastor; Rev. Daily Norrod; 

Assistant. 
Rennie-Rev. Clayton Padgett, Pastor. 
Stockton ·chapel-Rev. Oscar Smith, Pastor; Rev. Omer Allred, 

Assistant. 
Union Point-Rev. Oliver England, Pastor. 
Union Grove-Rev. Luther Cox, Pastor; Rev. Donald Whittaker, 

Assistant. -
Union Ridge-Rev. Oliver England, Pastor; Rev, Clayton Padgett, 

Assistant. 
Woody Community-
-Anderson, Ind., 'Rev. 'Thurman Key, Pastor; Rev. Oliver Mccowan. 

Assistant. 
Boyer's Chapel-Rev. Daily Norrod, Pastor; Rev. Oliver England, 

Assistant. 
---. --.Mineral Springs-:,,-Rey~_Dally Norrod, Pastor; -Rev. Bill M~owan, 
Assistant. - · · ::- i- -
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Ras. Bilbrey, Monterey, Tenn. 
Daily Norrod, Clarkrange, Tenn. 
R. s. Hall, Banner Springs, Tenn. 
s. J. Hall, Banner Springs, Tenn. 
Wilburn Stepp, Banner Springs, Tenn. 
Claude Smith, Crossville, Tenn. 
Foyster Harris, Monterey, Tenn. 
Barney Cooper, Crossville, Tenn., Rt. 1. 
Hillary Phillips, Monterey, Tenn. 
Omer Allred, Grimsley, Tenn. 
Herman Hooten, Algood, Tenn. 
Oscar Smith, Allardt, Tenn. 
L. F. Bilbrey, Crawford, Tenn. 
Willie Norris, Roslin, Tenn. 
E. H. Phillips, Monterey, Tenn. 
Charlie Wright, Grimsley, Tenn. 
Joe Hicks, Jamestown, Tenn. 
Talmadge Philips, Monterey, Tenn. 
Travis Conatser, Jamestown, Tenn., R~. 3. 
Willard Norris, Grimsley, Tenn. 
Luther Cox, Crossville, Tenn., Rt. 3 
Oliver England, Crossville, Tenn., Rt. 1 
Bill Mccowan, Monterey, Tenn., Rt. 3. 
Buss Beaty, Grimsley, Tenn. . 
Donald Whittaker, Monterey, Tenn., Rt. 3. 
James Oliver Mccowan, 2230 West 27 St., Anderson, Ind. 
Gilbert Matta, Satat Road 236, Box 351 Rt. 4 Anderson, Ind. 
Cordell Hargis, Monterey Tenn., Rt. 3. 
Thurman Key, 3702 Clark St., Anderson, Ind. 

OHUROH CLERKS AND ADDRESSES 
Allardt-Rosan Beeler; Allardt, Tenn. 
Banner Springs-Loyd Stowers; Banner Springs, Tenn. 
Center Point-Frank Cooper; Manson, Tenn. 
Crossroads Chapel-Nova Wright, Jamestown, Tenn. 
Cooper Chapel-Bonnie King; Jamestown, Tenn., Rt. 3. 
Calvary-Euora Howard; Crawford, Tenn., Rt. 1. 
Hoover's Chapel-Sarrah Hoover; Jamestown, Tenn. 
Highland-Florence Ledbetter; Livingston, Tenn;, Rt. 3 
High Point-Maggie Adams; Deerlodge, Tenn. 
Jonesville-Marie Beaty; Deerlodge, Tenn., Rt. 1. 
Mt. Carmel-Lyda Wright; Grimsley, Tenn. 
Tinch Town-Lillie Guffey; Jamestown, Tenn. 
Martha Washington,;,,_Golda Stepp; Clarkrange, Tenn. 
Rennie-Virgil Beaty; Crossville, Tenn., Rt. 
Stockton Chapel-Sylvia King; Jamestown, Tenn., Rt. 1. 
Union Point-Wilburn Phillips; Monterey, Tenn. 
Union Grove-Mrs. Paul Phillips. . 
Union Ridge-Mrs. Arley Phillips; Monterey, Tenn. 
Woody Community-Macie Richardson; Crossville, Tenn. 
Anderson-Mary Sue Mccowan; 713 Louise St., Ande1son, Ind. 

. Mineral Springs-Dimple Key; Monterey, Tenn. . 
Boyer Chapel-'-Maud Cook; Wilder, Tenn. . ... _,. ....... _ . 7 . 



RULES OF DECORUM. 
Section 1-No complaint shall be brought in the church against 

transgressing members until the l aggrieved party complies with the 
direction given by our Lord in St. Matthew.18:13-17.· 

Section 2-It shall be the duty of:the-deacons of the.church to go 
to the transgressing members, talk with them, admonish them· and they 
shall have until the second church meeting to make reconciliation. It 
·may be the duty C>f the church to choose a committee to settle aggrieved 
causes. It shall also be the duty of the deacons of the church to look 
after the widows in their daily ministrations. 

Section 3-It shall be the duty of all.persons who become members 
of the Freewill Baptist Church who have not been baptized by immer­
sion, and that for the answer of a good conscience, to attend the or­
dinance. 

Section 4-We receive members into the Freewill Baptist Church by 
conversion and by letter and recommendation. It shall be the duty of 
each minister on receiving members into the church to ask your ap­
plicant the following questions: First, do you feel that you love God 
with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength? Second, are you a be­
liever with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God? Are you 
willing to walk in all his holy precepts? 

Section 5-It shall be the duty of the stewards to advise the church, 
to promote means to sustain the church and preachers. 

Section 6-It shall be the duty of the different church clerks to 
keep correct minutes of all their church meetings in a book kept for that 
purpose. . 

Section 7~Eachchurch represented in the Annual Association .shall 
be entitled to two delegate votes, whose membership does not exceed 50, 
and one additional for every 25 over 50. 

Section ~No. minister shall be ordained to the office of Elder until 
having passed ·a· satisfactory examination upon the Subjects of repen­
tance, faith, justification, the door to the church, water baptism and 
washing the saints' feet, the Lord's supper, and transaction of the church 
business in general.· 

Section 9-No minister shall be ordained in the Freewill Baptist • 
Church of Christ without first being licensed for a period of twelve 
months. Any ordained or li~ensed minister, who wishes to come to us 
well recommencled by· letter· from association or conference, we will 
receive them a_nd ratify their _credential or license.·· 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
Article 1-We believe in· one eternal God, the creator and upholder 

of all things and in Jesus Christ, His Son, and in the Holy Ghost and 
that these three ·are ·one. · 

Article. 2'7:'We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Test­
aments to be the Word,Qf God, and.the only rules of faith and practice. 

Article 3-We believe that man is unable to recover himself from 
the fallen· state that he is in by reason of sin, only by the grace of 
God through the exercise. of faith. · · .. 

Article'.·µWe'·betieve tliat baptism and .the Lorcl'.s .supper. and the 
washing of the saints'' feet' are ordinances of Jesus Christ and that 
immersion is the only mode of baptism, not the putting away of the 
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filth·. of. the flesh, but the answer .of a good conscience -toward .. God by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. · · 

Article 5-We believe that no minister has the right to administer 
these ordinances except such as are regularly ordained. 

Article 6-We believe in the resurrection of the dead, · a ·general 
judgment, the punishment of the wicked, and joys of'the righteous are 
eternal.. · · 

Article 7-We believe that no persons are members of the Freewill 
Christian Baptist church of Christ only those -who have the witness 
within themselves. 

Article 8-We believe that all Christians have a right to the sacra­
mental table upon the principles of theiir acceptance with him for 
Saint Paul says: "But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup."-l Cor. 11:29. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 
Section !_:_That all power of church government is inherent in the 

, people and the preachers; that is, that they may have a right through 
their representatives to establish, alter or amend their fcimi" of church 
government, two-thirds agreeing thereto. 

Section 2-That a Christian Church is a society of believers in 
Christ, and is a divine institution, Jesus Christ being at the head of the 
Church and the Bible the only rule of our faith and practice .. 

Section 3-That no faiith and doctrine shall ever be established in 
the Freewill Christian Baptist Church contrary to the Bible. 

Section 4-No person who loves the Lord Jesus Christ' and obeys the 
gospel should ever be deprived of church membership. 

Section 5--Every person has inalienable rights to private judgment 
in matters of religion and may speak freely of the same in a way that 
will not violate the laws of God, or their country, or the rights of their 
fellowmen. 

Section 6-All church trials should be conducted on gospel prin­
ciples only, and no minister or member should be ex-communicated 
except for immorality, the propagation of an un-Christian doctrine, 
neglect of duty enjoined by the Word of God; or the rules 'of foe ·church. 

Section 7-The church has a right to form and enforce such rules 
and regulations only as are in accordance with the· Hol:( Scriptures as 
may be necessary to carry into effect the great system of Christianity. 

Section 8-There may be three grades · of Associations established 
in the Freewill Christian Baptist Church of Christ: First the Monthly 
Association; Second, the Annual Association; Third, the General Associ­
ation; all of which may be established by the rules of the church. 

Section 9-That the church has a right to select their leaders and 
delegates to the Annual Association. 

Section 10-It shall be the duty of every church to elect two Deacons 
and one Clerk. 

Section 11-It shall be the duty of every church to send delegates 
with an order to the Annual Association. 

Section 12-It shall be the duty of the Annual Association to send 
to the General Association delegates with corresponding letters in order. 

Section 13-Be it resolved, that no minister be allowed to aid or 
9 



o,bet ·.either directly or indirectly, in the manufacture of intoxicating 
drinks or to indulge in the sale of them. We .know by observance that it 
i~. a _gz:ea;t hindering ca11se in the up building of God's E;ing_dom on earth. 

A-Be it further resolved,. that no minister or member. of the Free­
will Baptist Church- be allowed to dram drink. . • , . ·· 
. i ~Be it further resolved; that no; member of this church shall 
tolerate the sale or manufacture or use or sale of intoxicating drinks, 
such as liquors, wines or beers in their homes or on their premises. · 

: Section 14-,-It shall be the duty of any member wishing to leave the 
Freewill Christian Baptist Church to call for a letter before leaving. 

FO_RM OF LETTER TO CHURCH MEMBERS 

'.1'0 THE LOVERS OF JESUS CHRIST: 

This is to :certify. that the beloved ...................................... _ ...... - ... - ........... - ... .. 

---... - .......... - ............... , ..... is a member of the Freewill Christian 

Baptist Church of Christ at ................................................................... - .............. - ......... , 

... - .. ; ... ;;._ ........ : ....... _ ...... - ... --county, State of Tenn., and is hereby dismissed 

from us. in full fellowship. This is done by a voice of the entire church, 

the ...... , ____ ............... _ ........... _ day of .............. ___ ....... -·-·· .. -, 195--... 

•·······--....... __ .......................................... - ............ ----, Moderator 

.... _.· ........ -.-.............................. - ..................... ____ .......... - .... -, Clerk. 
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