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~INUTES. 

'!'he Delegates comprising the Fourteenth Anni­
versary of the Ston~ Association assemblecl at the 
Laurel Creek Church, Cumberlancl Co_unty, Ten­
nessee, on Friday, the 3d day of October, A. D., 
1870. 

After prayer by Elder John Kir.naird, the Intro­
ductory Ser.mon was preached by Elder John 
Brewster, from the 15th Chapter of the Gospel re­
corded by St. John, and first clause of the 5th verse, 
"~ am the vine, ye are the branches." 

'l'be delegates from the clitlcrent Churches being 
called, came forward and took their seats. The As­
sociation then proceedetl to organize, by electing 
Elder Benjamin Clouse, Moderator, and Bro. R. 
L. Gentry, Clerk. 

Letters from the different Churches were then.-
called for and were read and received, 

'l'he door to admit sister Churches as members of· 
the Association was then opened, when there were 

_ two presented themselves by their delegates-'!'. C. 
Peek and John Brewster, duly appointeu, and were 
received in due form, they having presented peti­
tionary letters, which letters were read and re­
ceived. ·-

On motion, the Association atljourncd until 4 · 
o'cioek P. 111. 

AFrERNO0N SESSION-Met pursuant to adjourn"'. . 
ment, and after prayer by the Mouerator, proceeded 
to business. 
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Corrc~pon11i11g letters wc1·c then callc1l t'or, wT1cu 
one from Xcw Union Association of Uuitell Baptist· 
was presented by its <lclcgntcs, tl11ly appointed, to• 
wit: A. D. Jones, ,villiam l\[assa, J. H. Hr:mnum, 
llL Curtis nn1l W. II. 'l'rnn1mcl, which letter was 
read and received, aml the delegates invited to scats; 
they being prcsc11t, came forward and took their 
scats. · 

On motion, th<J Association a1ljour11cd imtil Satur-
day morning, 8 o'clock. · 

s~TUJrnAY-'l'hc Association met pursuant to ad­
journment, :111tl, after prnyer by Elder 'l'. J. Cionsc, 
·proceeded to bnsl11css. • · 

On motion, autl in pu1·suance of Scctil>n !J of the 
Declaration of Rights, there were appointCll as Pres-.· 
l>yters, Elders 'l'. J. Clouse, .Tohn Brewster, .Toseph 
A. llloycrs, G. L. llloyers, Lewis Howell, James A. 
llloycrs and John Stowers for the next associational 
year. 

On motion, the ministers were appointed to at-. 
tem1 the several churches as pastors thereof, to-wit: 

Antioch-Willis Bush and John Fnquay. 
Board Valley-Benjamin Clouse and E. Penning­

ton. · 
Bl:wklmrn's Forl~-.Jesse Allen :mcl· .Tolin Kin-

uaird. 
Ilcthcl-'l'. ,J. Clouse. 
Calf Killer--Hcnjnmi11 Clouse. 
Canoy Fork-}}. Pennington and Lewi~ Howell. 
Crooked Creck-W. P. Brown and .Tohi1 Brewster. 
Cane Creek-Willis Bush nncl John Fuquay. 



Copelantl Creek-G. L. 1\Ioyers, Joseph l\ioyers 
ancl ,John Stowers. 

Chapel Hill-Lewis Howell ancl Benjamin Clouse, 
Dotlson 'i;: Ilrnnel1~-.Je8$e Allen and Nathan Jndll. 
Englan<l Cove-E. Pennington ancl Benjamin 

Clouse. 
Jlighla1Hl-,Tohn Kinnair1l nncl J. ,J. Speck. 
llil!h Uock-11I:1thias ,Tucld and John ,Jrnl<l. 
Imli:rn Crcek-C. All'etl nml W. Y. 'l'inch.' 
Lame] Creek-G. L. l\Ioyers arn] ,Joseph A. l\Ioy-

crs. 
Liherty-- W. n. Isqcll. 
::\facr1lonia-Nathnn Jml«l :mcl Mathias J111ltl. 
l\l t. Pisgah-Joseph A. l\foyer~ an<l ,John Brews·. 

ter. 
Sha1ly Grovc-,Tohn Kinnaircl and J.\T, Speck. 
Viola-'1'. J. Clouse and l\Iansficld Howell. 
Zion Hill, P. 0.-Bcnjamin Clouse, l\Ianstiel!l 1 

Howell n111l n. L. Gentry. 
Zion Hill, C. C.-Joscph A. l\Ioyers and G. L. 

l\foyers. 
Elder Jnmcs A. l\foycrs, at his 

released from pastornl laho1· for 
tional year. 

I 

own request, was 
the next associa-

Elcler W. E. Smith, 11po11· the l'Qport of the Board 
of Presbyters, was 1lis111i~~etl from the Association, 
Hllll his ere1lcntials clcclarecl null and volt]. 

On motion, it was agrcecl that we ha,·c correspon-
1lcnce with New Union Association of United Rap-' 
ti~t, ancl one Messenger from each Church from this 
Association was appointed, to-wit: John Fuquay, . 
Benjamin Clomu,, n. F, Pippin, Robert Horn, John .• '. 
A. Brown, ,Tohn Brewster, James A. l\Ioyru-s, Wm.· 
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Raisley, Lewis Howell, ,Tcsse Allen, ,vm. Emery, 
James Crabtree, Center Alred, G. L. :i\Ioyers, 
Joseph ,Vhiteaker, Jackson Lee, ,Tr.; Joseph A. 
llloyers, 'l'homas Neal, R. L. Gentry, l\Iansfielcl 
Howell, John ,Tuud, 'l'. J. Clouse :mcl ,v. Il. Isbell, 
and that this Association scud up a letter of corre­
spollllence to New Union Association, when con­
vened with the lnclian Creek Chnrch, DeKalb Coun­
ty, Tenn., on Friday before the second Lord's Day 
in September, 18S0. 

On application of R. L. Gentry, and J. J. Speck, 
::mcl they being recommended ns candillates for the 
l\Iinistry, and heing declared qnalifiecl by the Board 
of Presbyters, they were ordainl:tl to the ollice of 
Elller by prayer and the imposition of bonds. 

On motion, it was resolved that the next Associa-_ 
tion he helll with the Chm·c,h at Zion Hill, Pnmam 
County, '.l'ennessee, commencing on· Frillay before 
the thircl Lord's Day in October, 18S0, and that 
Elller G. L. l\loyer be appointed to pre~ch the intro­
ductory sermon, and Elder Benjamin Clouse his al­
ternate. 

Resolvccl, 'l'hat the following be the form of letters 
of correspondence to the Annual Association, to­
wit: 

We, the Uhristian Iliiptist Chnrch of Clu·ist, at 
__________ county, Tenn., to tire Stone Association. 
Dc:u•'llrethrcn: ,v c have chosen onr Messengers, 
-------------------·------, to reprc~cnt ns in your 
bocly. 'J'hc statistics of om Church arc as follows: 
Increase by baptism, .. -----; by letter,------; by 
rcstomtion,------· Our decrease by letter, -----·; 
by expulsion, _____ ; by clcath, _: ____ , 'l'otal in • 
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'· fellowship, -----·· Our llny of meeting is the. ___ _ 
Sabbath. We senu contribution,-$----· -

________ ·--- ----, ~loderato1·. 

----------------,Clerk. 
Agrectl that we have 700 minute~ prlnle<l in pam-. 

phlct form. 
On motion, it was rcsolvcrl that we tender otii· 

thanks to the brethren anu friends of the L:umil 
Creek Church for the kind treatment extended to tis 
<luring 0111· stay with them. 

'l'he Association was then dismisscu in 01·der until 
the next Association: 

llENJ. CLOUSE, l\[oclemtor; 
R. L. GttNTHY, Vierk. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 
SECTION 1. That all power of Chnrd1 Government 

Is inherent iu the people and the Preachers, that is 
the churches; that they have a right through their 
representatives to establish, :1ltcr or amend their 
form of Chmeh Governmc:•t, two-thirds agreeing 
thereto. 

::iEC. 2. That a Christian Chnrch is a society of lie­
lievers in ,Jesus Christ, aml Is a- llivine institution,, 
Christ ,Terns being tho-hcml of the Church, and t):ie. 
Ilible the only rnle of faith nncl practice. 

SEC. a. That no rule of faith antl doct1·ine shall 
ever be established in the Christian Baptist Church 
contrary to the Bible. 

SEC. 4. No person who loves the Lorcl Jesus Christ 
ancl obeys the Gospel, ought to be deprived of Church 
mcm berl'hl p. 
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1:iEc. ,i. Ev(•ry man has an inalienable right to 
JH·iv:tte j11dgmcn t in matters of ruligio11, and mny 
speak freely of the same in a way that will not vio­
late th" law of Goel, or the laws of his country, or 
the rights of his fellow-111e11, 

SEC, G. Chnrch trial;; ,;Jiott!ll be co11ductcd on Gos­
pel p1·i11ci11le.,; only, arul 110 minister or member 
shoulrl be cxco1n1111111ic:1tc<l except for immorality, 
or the propagation of n11c_hri>tia;1 doctrine, 01· neg­
lect of 1luty c11joinetl by the Won! of God, or the 
rules of the ch11rch. 

SEC. ':. The Church has a ,right to form and en­
forec such rull'S and regulations only, as. are in :1c­
cord,111cc with tl1e Holy Script11re.~, .-:till! may be 
ucccssary to carry into eliect the great system of 
practical Chrbtian ity. 

SEC. 8. There may he three grades of Associations 
e~tablishe<l in the Christian Baptist Church. 1st-The 
::lfontlily A~sociation. 2tl.-The Annual Associa­
tion. 3!1.-The Gene1·al Association, nll of which 
may he established hy the rnles of the ch ttrch. 

Sr,:c, D. The Annual Associ:1tion has the l'ight to 
elect Presbyters for the purpose, nucl with the power 
lo or<lain camli<lates to the ministry, nnd to pass 
u11on nnd declai·c tl1c cre!lcutials of :my :Minister 
not fonll(l worthy or qualifiell for the ministry, null 
aud vohl. 

8J.:c, 10. '1'l1at the Church has the right to,elect 
their leaders an<I delegales to the Aunual Associa­
tion. All the memLcrs are entitled to a vote in the 

;J elections and church trials. 

· :1 SEC. 11. It shall 1.Jc the duty of every church to 
it elect two Deacons and one Clerk. :j 
i[ 
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SEc. 12. It shall be the duty of each chnreh to send 
up their ~lelegates with letter;; In order to the Annual 
Association. 

S1ic. 13. It shall be the d11ty of the Annual .Asso­
ciation to send to the General Association, delegates 
with corresponding letters iu orde1·. 

RULES OF DE0ORU"L 

We, the Chri~tinu Baptist Church of Christ, be-· 
lieving it to be om· duty to convene ourselves to.-

.'... gethcr in an associated capacity, in order to set forth 

'

~---. --·..:ur 1irinciples, an11 also Rnles .of Decornm for the 
) ch~1·ches to he governed by in the future, the fol-
- lowing rules shall be our decorum: . 

, ls-r ,:_'!'he Association shall he composeil of the 
1 memhers chosen from sister churchc~ of the same • f faith nn1l order. · 

.! 21m.-This Association shall be openeu by prayer t to Almighty God. 

f 31m.~One of the members of this Association 

JI shall ·be chosen to prc.sitle, who shall be addressed by 
tlie name of llrother ;\fouerator, and to him every 
speech shall he directe1l, am! he shall not J1ave the 
liberty of discussing any subject unless the chair 
is filled hy souie one else.-

4TII.-And we slrnll have the liberty of choosing 
our own Clerk, :tnd there shall be a uoor open for 
sister churche8 into the Association. 
· 5ru.-No complaint shall be brought into this 
Association against tmnsgressing churches, until 
the aggrieved party comply with the directions 
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given by onr Lord, in St. l\Iat. 18th chapter, 16th, 
lGth, mul 171h verse~. 

llTn.-Every motion malle and seeonded, shall 
come 111Hler the consideration of the Association, 
unless withdrawn by those who made it. 

7Tn.-If the minority are at any time grievml lJy 
the majority, tJ.iey arc herehy directed to make the 
same known immelliately to the Assodation, and if 
satisfaction cannot be obtaine1l, it may he necessary 
in that case to call help from other Associations. 

Snr.-If at any time the Association shonl ! deem 
it necessary to make :uuendments, it may lJy done, 
provided two-thirds of the Association he •in favor 
of it. 

!lnr.-All the hnsincss of the Association shall be 
reconlc1l by the Clerk, arnl i1efore the Association 
rises, the same shall !JC read and corrected, if need lJe. 

lOnr.-It shall lJe the 1lnty of the delegates of the 
different ehnrches, who have been elcct;ill, to bring 
up letters in or1lcr to the Annual Association. 

llTII.-lt shall be t,he d nty of the Deacons of the 
chm·cl1cs to g-o to transg-rcssing members, talk to 
them, a,lmonish them, aiHI they shall have until the 
sceon,1 chnreh m<?cting- to make 1·cco11ciliation; it 
may be the linty of the church to choose a committee 
to settle qncstions of aggrieved case~. 

12nr'.-It shall be the duty of the deacons to ml­
vise the church to promote means to sustain their 
churches and preachers. 

13nr.-It shall be the duty .of each minister on 
receiving members into the church, to ask the ap­
plicant the following questions: 1st, Do you feel 
that you love God with all your heart? soul, mind 

.... ·---------------~--.--_ -. ,.._ .... , ----~ 
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111111 stl'cngth. :.>ti, Are you a bclieve1· in Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of God. 3d, Are you deter­
mined to wall, In all his precepts. 

1-ITn.-It. shall be the duty of nil persons who be­
come members of the Christian Baptist Ch,urch to 
attend to the Ordinance of -Baptism. 

liiTu.-Each Annual Association shall elect a 
'J'rcasu1·er, whoso duty it shall be to hold all the 
fnntls which shall come into the 'l'rcasury. '!'here 
shall also at thu same time be a Clerk electetl, whose 
duty it shall he to rcco!'ll all the business of saltl 
'l'reasury. All moneys paid into the Treasury 
shall be subject to the order of the Association. 

lGTir.-It shall be the dnty of the several Churches 
of this Association to organize a Ch11reh 'l'reasury 
iu like manner to Rule 15th, to llefray Church ex­
penses. 

AR'l'ICLES OF FAI'l'H-CIIRlS'l'IAN IlAP'l'IS'l' 
CHURCH. 

Aiticle 1.-We believe the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old anu New 'l'estament to be the Woru of God, 
and the only rule ot faith and practice. 

Art. 2.-Bnt to us there is but one Gotl, the Father, 
of whom arc all things, and ~ve in Him, anti one 
Lord ,rcsus Christ, by whom arc all things, and we 
by Him. 1st Cor., ~ chap. and Gth verse. 

Art. 3.-We \Jelieve that man is una\Jle to recover 
himself from ·the 

1

fallen state that he is in by reason 
of sin only by the grace of God, through the exer­
cise of Faith. 

Art. 4.-Wc \Jelieve Baptimi and the Lord's Snp-
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. pm· and the washing of t.he saints' feet, are ordi­
nances of Jesns Christ, and that Immersion is the 
only true water haptism, not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, lrnt the answer of a good con­
science toward Goel by the res11nection of Jesus 
Christ. 

Art. 5.-'--We believe that 110 ministel' has a right 
to :ul111i11isttir these 01·,liua11ces except snch. as are 
legally onlainell. 

A1-t. ().-We bcliev,i n the Resurrection of the 
dead, am] a geuernl ,Jmlgmcnt, the punishment of 
the wicked and tho joyg of the righteous nre eternal. 

Art. 7.-We reeeh·e no persons into the Christian 
Baptist Church of Christ only on the principle of 
their conversion. 

Art. 8.-We believe that no Jll'rFons are members 
of the Church of Christ, only those that have the 
.witness within themselves. 

Art. !l -We believe that all the members of the 
Church of Christ have a right to the Sacrament 
table, upon the principlo o( their acceptance with 
Him, for St. Paul says, ''Bnt let a man examine 
himself and so let him eat o ( that bread and drink 
of that cnp." 1st Cor., 11th chap. 28th verse. 
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CHURCHES. ~ NAMEf; OF DELlWAT.ES. ~~ .... c.:, s:~ <) i t.1;:::i ~~ 
~ 

e, ,., 0 c ::: ,C .... ,.., A ;,q ~ 

A1(tl◊.:::hi··········:·....... Smith nrynut. Georgn Rodgers ................. . 
llo::trd \ nlley........... Bcnj. Clouse, F. 8. Robinson ................... ; 
B!aeklmms Fork..... Luf<tycttc llycrs, D. G. llrndiord .............. . 
llethcl .............. ,..... T. C. l'cck ............................................... . 
Gllli Killer ...... ;........ T. J. Clouse ................................. : ........... . 
Cunt?Y :For_ k ... ~ .......... 1 ·Tnylor lludgens· .. ~!.._• .. ••••·••••• .. ~· ..... _ .. _ ................. . 

Crooked Creek......... John BremHer ............. ,oc ......................... . 
_C,nw Crcc1~.............. .Tfls. A. )loyers. J. L. \Yekh .................... . 
Copclallll Creek ...... ; l Wm. Dai,Jcr, llcnj. Clouse .••• _ ....... ;; ...... .. 
Ch,ipel Hill.............. • ...................................................... : ....... .. 
Dodson's Brnneh .... . 

o I: o o o o o i r,G Is r,n 
ll O O O O O 1-12 1 ll0 
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1
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11 l O O . ' 1 1 7., I, _ 1 20 -
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7 o o o i 2 1 u, l s;; 

• 

L'n;:land Oove ....... .. 
llighrock ................. . 

~!iJt:::'c~~;,i::~::::::::: 
L,mr~l Creek .......... . 
Lllmrtr .................. .. 
MaceLloni:i ............. .. 
.Mount Pisgah ........ . 
Shudy Grove ............ · 
Viola ..................... .. 
Zion Hill l'. C ....... .. 
~onlilll C. c ........ . 

0 0 0 01 U O 2ti ~ 
U O O 1 I O O -!i ' f,0 
4 o o o o o rn: ;;;, 
U 2 0 :: 1 0 '.'0 , ....... .. 
0 1 0 2 0 1 28 : 1 70 
0 15 0 0 0 0 15 1' ........ . 

9 0 0 •O O O H .2~ 
Jolm Jndd................................................ 1 Cl I O 1 1 2u ! , 20 
E. H. Henry ................................. :........... o o o o o 2 41 I 7ll 
..R. L. n~ntry, ~- L. Crawlc;r-~r.................... t, 5 o o o o 27 ' !10 
J.V.111artin,A.W.Tillev ........................ 1 o O O 2 r; l:.!2 lOO 
Jns. E. Vanwinkle, G. L::i.royers............. 0 0 0 0 0 O ~:.! i 60 

Elijah Englaud, Johu Dubois ..... , .......... '.. 

3o~~ ~;~~;t,;r ...................... : .. , ............. .. 
Jos. A. )foyers, Wm, Brewer .................. . 
Jolm llrewster ......................................... . 

Total.. ................... 1111 76 1 6 16 15 lOl•l sm ~1 
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