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MINUTES.

The ministers and. delegates compmsmg the Western Divi-
sion of Stone Association of Freewill Christian Baptist Church
-of Christ met with the Baker’s X Roads Church, Cumberland
-County, Tenn., on Thursday before the third Sunday in Octo- .
ber, "1910, in the forty-fifth annual session.. ~After singing

" “and prayer by Rev. W. C.-.Swift, the introductory sermon was

‘preached by Rev. W. B. Gentry, text: 1st Peter, 1st chapter,
- 25th verse: “But the word of the Lord endureth forever, and
this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

. After which the Association was called to order by Rev. J. W,

Stone, Moderator, and proceeded to organize by electing Rev.
W. B. Gentry Moderator and Rev. G. B. Brown Clerk.

The roll was then' called by churches and delegate’s. names’.

- enrolled as follows:
Allen’s Chapel, P. C.—J. D. Brewington, J. F'. Scarlett.
Allen’s Chapel, O. C.—W. L. Carwile, S. A. Gentry.
. Bear Cove—F. B. Swift, O. B. Hudgens, J. C. Haggard
* "Board Valley—G. W. Randolph, N. Selby. ‘
- Baker’s X Roads—W. J. Johnson, J. R. Taylor.:
“Caney Fork—H. Brown, J. L. Lee. .
Cane Oreek——-J W. Randolph J. T. Price, R. L. Montgom :
ery.
Dotson’s Branch—W. S. Allen, J. M. Smlth
DeRossett—C. C. DeRossett. .
- Free Union—J. K. Flatt, John Goolsby.
Flat Rock—J. S, Vanwmkle, J. S. Lowe, H. J Vanwmkle
Hensley’s Chapel—M. M. Armstrong. ‘
Highland—J. P. Ledbetter.
Johnson’s Stand—A; M. Lee, A. Lee.
Johnson’s Chapel —Wm. Edmonds.
Johnson’s Church—J. Angel, G. F. Henry. -
Lost Creek—W. T. Hale,” W. Johnson.
Laurel Creek—By letter.
Macedonia—Isaac Beasley.
"~ Meridian—John Pue, H. Cry.
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‘Mount Union—W. W. Welch, T. A. Welch.
"New Era—C. V. Davis. .
New Harmony—J. A. Rigsby, H. J. Sullivan. .
~Poplar Springs—T. B. Lankford, G. W. Ph1lhps
Post Oak Shade—O. H. Kirby.
Poplar Grove—C. Bohanon.
Pleasant Ridge—J. H. Poston, E. Trapp
"Rocky Point—C. Randolph.
. 'Shady Grove—S. T. Walker, S. D. Buckner.
b Smith’s Chapel-—John McCulley, J. J. Burgess J. F Du-
ois.
Watson’s Chapel—By letter.
The following churches made no report: Mount, Pleasant
Laurel Springs, Union Hill, Walker’s Creek, Zion Hill. ‘

The rules of decorum were read and approved by the As-
sociation. The Moderator appointed the pastor and delegates -

of Baker’s X Roads church a committee on devotional services
which made the following roport:’ Thursday night M. Judd.
Friday at 11 o’clock, W. S. Clouse, Friday night, G. E. Pen-
ington, Saturday at 11 o’clock, 8. Tollett, Saturday night, G.

~B. Brown. Sunday at 11 o clock L. F. Smlth An invitation
.was then given for the recepmon of new churches'into the

Association, ~whereupon DeRossett church was presented
with letter and delegate in order.
The delegates were then assigned homes and the Associa-
tlon adgourned until 8 o’clock Friday morning.
/ FRIDAY MORNING. ’
The ' Association met pursuant to ad]ournment After

singing and prayer by the Moderator, the roll. was called and

minutes of Thursday read and approved.

The Moderator appointed the following committees: On
Home Missions, Sabbath Schools, Obituaries, Support of
Ministry, Temperance, Resolutions, Finance, Publication.

Letters from the various churches were called for, read

~and received. On motion Flat Rock, W. C., church was

dropped from the roll.
. A memorial service was then held in memory of Revs S.

P ,—-—...—.—&‘.;__1;;4.{

PR
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P. Stmrt B. Haney, J. M. Fuquay, &nd the clerk was in-

. ‘structed to write the bereaved families

AdJourned till 1 o’clock.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON )

The Assocmtlon met pursuant to adjournment After
singing and prayer by Rev: G. E. Penington, a committee of
D E Smith, W. J, Johnson and A. Lee were appointed to-
look after and dispose of the property deeded to this Assocm-

"~ tion by A. V. Horn

The following commlttees reported as follows '
We, your Commlt’cee on Home Missions, submit :the fol-

o Iowmg report: That we:believe the work is badly needed and -
- we recommend that the churches and pastors work as they -

have during the last year and try to put the mission work on

‘a hlgher plaln and do more for the Lord’s cause if possible.

W. S. CLOUSE, |

"W. C. SwIFT,

J. L MYERS,
Comml‘otee

We, your Home Mlssmn Board, submit the following re-

”“‘,port We find $40.88 in the treasury out -of which we pay
Bro. G.E Penington $36.45, balance on settlement for last

year’s work. " Balance in-treasury, $5.93.

Report of Rev G. BE. Penington, Missionary Preacher: No.
of ‘sermons 80, members received. 3, conversions 40, days"
‘worked 75, contnbutlon, 864.55  We selecb Rev. W. B. Gen-

- try, Oookevﬂle, Tenn., as’ Mission Preacher to work under

the direction of said Board and that he be required to take

'up collections where he works and try to promote the mis- -

sion cause and make settlement with the Mission Board.
: R. F. BAKER,
H. M. WELCH,
: : J. W. RANDOLPH.
The Commlttee on Sabbath Schools submit the followmg

We, the members of the Assocmtalon, believing that the

" Sunday School is necessary inTthe work of saving. the chil-
dren, would recommend that the ministers and deleoates of
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this Assomatlon labor to promote and build up an interest in
Sunday School work in their respective churches and in ev-
ery locality where possible to do so, and that they use the
Freewill Baptist literature published at Ayden, North Car-
olina, as far as possible. J. L. HENSLEY,
- J.,W. RANDOLPH,
J. F. DuBois

We, your Gommlttee on Temperance, submit the iollomno
report:

The time for dlscu551n0' the evils of 1ntemperance has pass-
ed, as they have. been so Great and burdensome that all are
now aware that the cause of temperance jin all thingsis a
question of great importance, not only to our denommatlon
but the world at large.. While the people of our nation, both
christian and sinner, are being aroused to the need of the
bhour and are joining the reform procession, we,as Freewill
Baptists, should take a front rank and proclaim aloud that .
" we are unqualifiedly opposed to the liguor traffic in.all its at-
tendant evils, and that we will never cease to war - against 1t~
until they are driven from the world. _

Resolved, That our pastors urge upon their members the
great injury to the cause of Chr ist by v1:1t1n0 saloons or us-
ing liquor as a beverage. -

Resolved That we help all temperance societies and the
Anti-Saloon League in their efforts to exterminate the liquor
traffic. , ’ J. W. STONE,

' : L. A. ALLEN,
‘ S. L HUDGINS. _
*We, your Committee on Obituaries, submit the following
report: Whereas, we find the. last enemy, death, has visited
our churches and taken away twenty-eight of our beloved
members, of which three were ministers— Revs B. Haney,

8, P. Stuart and'J M. Fuquay. We trust they have all joined
the great assembly above and our loss is their gain  We ex-
tend our prayers and sympathy to their bereaved families.

C. BOHANON,
J L LER,
G. F. HENRY.
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We, four Committee on Finance, submit the following:
Whereas, we find $24.48 paid in for minutes. We recom-
mend that 1 200 copies be printed and the remainder of said

D. T. CANTRELL,
- C. 8. CLousE,
o JUH, POSTON.
‘We, your Commlttee on the Support of the Ministry, ree-
ommend a strict adherence to section fourteen of the Rules

~ of Decorum and insist that all our churches comply with said
. section ~ We also insist that each pastor attend the churches:
- over which he has charge as regular as possible.

E. W. STtoNE,
.G, D. McREYNOLDS.
. G. W. FOSTER. ’

We, your Coxnml‘otee on Publication, submit the following:

Feeling the .great need of a pubhshlno company of our
own, we therefore recommend that this Association appoint
a commlttee to investigate a'plan by which we may have a
publication of our own. We further recommend the follow-
ing plan: That "we as preachers and delegates subscribe
means to purchase a plant and putit in operation, and that
we do this at once. - Let the plant be sufficient to . publish a

/

~church paper and do all kinds of job work and-all printing
"that is needed by this body or its members, and that this

plant be governed by trustees, elected by thls Association
And that all profits, if any, derivived therefrom go into the
treasury to be owned and controled by the Western Division

- of Stone Association. : G, E. PENNINGTON,

, D, T. CANTRELL,
- o G F. HENRY,
E W STONE
. On motion R F: Baker E W. Stone and J. F. Gentry were
elected trustees to purchabe and operate a printing plantand
all ministers are appointed agents and required to help sus-
tain the same. v
M 1nlsters reports called for and read




7 MINUTES OF STONE ASSOCIATION

The Moderator appointed a Home Mission Board for next

year as follows: A. R. Massa, R. F. Baker, J, W Randolph,

M. Welch, C, Bohannon,
Ad]ourned until 8 o’clock Saturday mornlno'
SATURDAY 'MORNING.

The Association met pur suant to adjournment after sing-
ing and prayer by Rev. M Judd. The roll was called

The Presbytery of the Western Division of Stone Associa-
tion met on'Oct 14, 1910, and proceeded to organize by elect-
ing Rev L. F' Smith Moderator and G. E. Pennington Clerk.

Proceeded to examine Bros. G. D McReynolds, R G. Lewis
and G. F. Henry, and having passed a satisfactory examina-
tion proceeded to ordain Bros. G. I. Henry and G. D. Me-
Reynolds to the . office of Elder. Also granted Bro. R. G.
Lewis license for one year and ordered that the licenses of

Bros. B. L. Garrison, B. bherrell and M. Gist be extended .-

another year. : - L. P SMmitH,
: . G. E. PENNINGTON, .+ W. S. CLOUSE,
J. L. KINIARD, E.'W. STONE,
M. Jubpp, J. W. STONE
The Committee on Pastoral Labor ‘made the follov)vmcr re.

port:

Allen’s Chapel. P c—W S Clouse Laurel Springs—J W Crain

Allen’s Chapel, 0 c—L A Allen Mount Pleasant—J W Crain

Board Valley—G W Foster . Meridian—L F Smith

Baker’s X Roads—J W Stone Macedonia—M Judd

Bear Cove—L F Smith : Mount Union—J W Stone . -

Cane Creek—W S Clouse . New Era—G. Lewis

Caney Fork—E W Stone New Harmony—L F Smith

Dotson Branch—G D McReynolds Pleasant Ridge—G W Foster

DeRossett— W C Swift - Poplar Springs—J W Stone

I'laut Rock— J P Chastain : PoplarGrove-GD McReynolds

I'ree Union—W 8 Clouse o Post Oak Shade—W S Clouse

Highland—D'T Cantrell i Rocky Point—G W Foster

Hensley’s Chapel—.J L Hensley - Shaly Grove—-D T Cantrell

Johnson Church—G B Brown Smith’s Chapel—L F Smith

Johnson’s Chapel—W C Swify’ Union Hill-—-S E Kunox

Johnson’s Stand—G B Brown . | Walker’s Creek-GIE Penington
" Laure! Creek—G Lewis - Watson’s Chapel--J J Swift

© Lost Creek—J P Chastain | Zion Hill--J L Moyers

>
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Moved and carried that our next annual Association be held
with the ‘Bear Cove church, two miles’ east of Sparta, com-
“mencing on Wednesday before the third Sunday in - October,
1911, Rev. W S Clouse to preach the introductory sermon
and Rev. D. T\ Cantrell, alternate, ° ’
A resolution of thanks was:-tendered the church and vicin-
ity for their kind treatment during our stay with them A

- song was then sung and -the brethren gave each other the

parting hand to meet at the above-named time and place.

W. B. GENTRY, Moderator.
. B. BROwN, OIelk

DECLARATION ON RIGHTS,

SecrioN 1 That all power of church government is inher-
- ent in the people and the preachers; that is, in the churches;
that they have a right, through their representatives, to es-
tablish, alter or amend their form of church government,
two- thlrds agreeing thereto
"SEC. 2. That a Christian churchis a soclety of believers
. in Christ, and is a divine institution, Jesus Christ being the
. head of the chureh and the Bible the only rule of faith and
. practice’ ,
- SEc. 3. That'no rule of faith and doctrine shall ever be
- established in the Freewill Christian Faptlst Church contra-
- ry to the Bible.: .

SEC. 4. No person who loves the Lord Jesus Christ and
obeys the 0*ospel should ever be depmved of church member-
shi ~

SpEC 5. Every member has an inalienable right to private
Judgment in matters pf religion and may speak freely of the
same in a way that will not viclate the law of .God, or the law
'of their country, or the rights of their fellowman
" 'SEc 6. Church trials shoulq be conducted on gospel prin-
‘ciples only, and no niinister or member should be excommu-
nicated except for immorality, the propagation of unchris-
tian doctrine, neglect of duty enjoined by the words of God
or the rules of the church :
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Swc. 7. The church has a ‘r'ight_to form and enforcé such

. rules and regulations.only as arein accordance with the Holy

Scriptures, and may be necessary to carry into effect the
great system of practical Christianity.

SEC. 8. There may be three grades of Association estab-
lished in the Freewill Baptist Church—first, the Monthly

Association; second, the Annual Association; thlrd the Gen-
eral Association; all of which may be ebtabhshed by the
rules of the church.

“SEc. 9 That the church has a right to select their leaders
and delegates to the Annual Association .

Skc. 10. It shall be the du’ey of every church to elect two
Deacons and one Clerk.

SEc. 11. It shall be the duty of each church to send up
their delegates with letters i in order to the. Annuval Associa-
tion »

SEc. 12 It shall be the duty-of the Annual Association to

_-send to the Geueral Association deleuates with ¢orr ebpond
- ing letters in order..

Skc. 13. That no minister or member be allowed to aid or
abet in any way, either directly or indirectly, in the manu-
facture or sale of intoxicating drinks as a beverage. We
know by observation that it is the great hindering cause to
the upbuilding of Christ’s kan'dom

, RULES OF DECORUM,
SEeCTION 1. No complaint shall be brought in the chur ch
against transgressing members. until the aggrleved party
complles with the dir ections glven by our Lord in St Mat-

- thew 18:13-17

SEC 2. It shall bethe duty of the Deacons of the churches
to go to the transgressing members, talk to them, admonish
them, and they shall have until the second church meeting
to make reconciliation. [t may be the duty of churches to
choose a committee to settle questions of aggrieved causes.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of Stewards to advise the
church to promote means to suatam their church and preach-
ers.
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SEc. 4 It shall be the duty of each minister, on receiving
members into the church, to ask the applicant the following
questions: First, ‘Do you. feel that you love God with all
_your heart, soul, mind, and strength ?”’ Second, “Are you a

" believer with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the son of
.God?" * Third, “Areé you willing to walk in all his precepts ?”

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all persons who become
members of the Freewill Baptist Church, who have not been
baptized by immersion, and that for the answer of a good
conscience, to attend to the ordinance of baptism.

Sec. 6 It shall be the duty of the several churches to or-
ganize a church treasury for the purpose of defn aying
church expenses ‘

SEC 7 - It shall be the duty of the different church clerks

. -to keep a correct minute of all thelr church m(,etmos in a
book kept for that purpose -~

SEC. 8 Each church represented in the Annual Associa-
tion shall be entitled to two delegate voters, whose member-
ship does not exceed 50,and one additional for every 25 over 50
. SEC. 9. That, for the purpose of ordaining Elders there
shall convene a Presbytery. Said Presbytery shall consist

~ of three or more ordained Elders and they shall elect a Mod-
erator and Clerk from among themselves for the present
session. It shall be the duty of said Presbytery to examine
all applicants that may come before them for license and or-
dination, and if found competent shall ordain them or set
them apart for the work by prayer and laying on of hands
Said Presbytery shall have full power to bry ministers and
- deacomns, composing this Association, for immorality, propa-
* gation of nnchristian doctrine, neglect of duty enjoined by.
the Word of God or the rules of the chur ch, on proper testi-
mony; their decision to be final. Any membel of the Pres-
. bytery shall have full power to convene a Presbytery in ex.
traordinary session at any tlme for the purpose of transact-
ing any official business

SEC. 10, No minister shall be ordained to the ofﬁce of Kld-
er until having passed a satisfactory examination upon the
subject of repentance, faith, justification, the door into the
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church, water baptism, the Lord's supper, washing the
saints’ feet and transaction of church business in general.
SEc 11. Any one who desires the office of an Elder shall
take the following steps before presenting himself for ordi-
nation. They shall be liberited by their churches tohold
prayer meeting and comment on the Scriptures for one year;
at the expiration of twelve months, or any time thereafter, .
he shall go before a Presbytery for.examination, and if found
competent, they shall issue license for him, after he has had
- license for one year he shall go before a PreQbytery for a-
second examination, and if found Worthy, they shall ordain -
him to the office of Elder
SEc 12. That, for the purpose of receiving licentiates or
ordained ministers from other denominations  who come to
_ us well recommended, we receive them' and ratify their li-
cense or credentials
SEC. 13. It shall be the duty of the Presbytery to give a
letter of dismission and recommendation to avy ordained
minister if in good standing wishing to leave our Association.
Skc. 14 I'ﬁ shall be the duty of each church on sending
delegates to the annual Association to furnish them with a
stated amount that they will pay their pastor for his service.
Any church or pastor failing to comply with said resolution
shall be reported to the Assoolatlon and such failure shall
appear in the report of Committee on Support of Pastors.

i
ARTICLES OF FAITH.

Article 1. We believe in one eternal God, the creator and -
~upholder of all things, and in Jesus Christ, His Son, and in
the Holy Ghost, and:that these three are one.

Article 2. ' We believe the Holy Seriptures of the Old and
New Testaments to be the word of God, and the only ruleof
faith and practice. ’ J

Article 8. We believe that man is unable to recover him-
self from the fallen state that he is in, by reason of sin, only
by the grace of God through the exercise of faith

Article 4. We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper
and the washing of the saints’ feet' are ordinances of Jesus
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AChI‘lbf; and that immersion is the only mode of baptism; not
the puttlnv away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a

" good conscience toward God by the resurrection of Jesus’

Christ.

" Article 5. . We believe that no minister has the rightto ad-"

minister these ordinances except such as are regularly or-
" dained.

Article 6, We beheve in the resurrectlon of the dead, a
general judgment, the punishment of the wicked, and the
joys of the righteous are eternal.

Article 7. We believe according to the Scrxptures——Paul’ ‘

letter to the Hebrews 6:1- 7—that after a man has been made
partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is
impossible ever to renew him again-unto repentance, or re-
store him.unto the favor of God. 7
. - Article 8. We receive no person into the Freewill Christian
Baptlst Church of Chrlst only on the principle of their con-
version.

Article 9. We believe that no persons are members of the
church of Christ only those who have the witness within
themselves.

Article 10. We believe that-ail the members of the church
of Christ have a right to the sacramental table upon the prin-
ciple of their acceptance with him, for St. Paul says: “But

.let a man examine himself, and solet him eat of that bread
and drink of that cup "(1 Cor, 11:28.)

4
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ORDER OF BUSINBSS--FIRST .DAY.

1 Introductory Sermon. 2. Organization,
3. Enrollment of Delegates.. 4. Door Opened for Sister Churches
5. Rules of Decorum, - * 6. Committee on Devotional Services

7. Delegates Aamgned Homee. 8. Ad]ournment

sECONo DAY,

1. Calling the Roll and Reading the Mmutes.
2. Reading Letters from Various Churches.

3. Calling for Petionary Letters.

3, Calling for Corresponding Letters from stter Assocmtlons.
5. Hearing Reports from Special Committees. . :
- 8. Miscellaneous Business, R

7. Ad]ournmenb. . » R '

-

v

THIRO DAY,

1 Callmg the Roll and Reading the Minutes. .
. Hearing Reports of Standing Committees.
3 Reports of Ministers Called.

-4, Report of Treasurer of Home Mission Board. }
5. Appointment of Home Mission Board, . o :
6. Appointment of Corresponding Delegates, S o
7. Appointment of Committee on Pastoral Labor, - ‘

© 8,-Receiying Report of-Committee on Pastoral Labor.

9, Designating the Place of Meeting of Next Association.

10. Thanks to Church:and Vicinisy for Kinduness;

11. Minutes of the Day Read.

12. Adjournment.. L -

FORM OF LETTER TO THE ASSOCIATION.

We, the Freewill Christian. Baptist Church of Christ at .....County,’
Tenn., to the Stone Assaciation, when convened with the...........
Church,........ County, Tenn,; ]
Dear Brethren:........ We have chosen -our messengers.......,..to:

represent us in your body. T'he statistics of our church are as fcllows:

Increase by professxon <..3 by letter....; by recommendation....; by

restoration ...; our decrease byletter..; by exclusion ...; by death..,

‘Total in fellowship ... Our day of meeting is....Sabbath. We send

contributions. ., for‘ home missions .. Paid pastor...,Our present
“pastor is Bro. ..... Our post office is........ County, Tenn.- This is
done by the voice of the chuxch and signed by order of the same. on

t,he... day of......191.. Modera.tox. .



- OF FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH . 14

FORM OF LETTER TO CHURCH MEMBERS.
To All Lovers of Jesus Christ: This is to certify thas the well be-

P

lovea,...,..... {s a member of the Freewill Christian Baptist Chureh
of Christ at ............. County, State of Tennessee, and is hereby
dismissed from us 1n full fellowship. _This is done by a voice of the
church, the...day of... 191., . ... ..., Modera.tor.
............ Clerk. . .
i Pa e a a o oV 1
MINISTER’S . REPORTS.
AR EERE)
® ‘é %k? ff el ;_§ v
e |39 Fw =
MINISTER g 2 S gl1zl§] & - POST OFFICE | coynty
: 3l o= &, 8, 8'3 =1 - L
= I-0 R £-% ol baul LIRS N
:'E a- 0 (:z . . . .
@ P R R A
B i ,
"E. W. Stone..... 1| 40[ 1201 2{ (8108,35||Baxter....... ... Putnam”
W. B. Gentry ...l 3} 61 21716 89,71/lCookeville, RR 9 |Putnam -
D. E. Smith...,. 1|47 |22 27.05(|Mayland...... ...{Cumberl d
L. A. Allen..... 1| 30 [38/1818] 8.60||Hilhbam,RR 1... {Overton
J. L. Kinnard.... 15 | 4 12.95{|Sparta, 'RRS..... White
B. F. Sloan...... '6.00{|Cookeville, R R 6{Putnam
G. W. Foster.. .| 1| 80} [76/50(61] ~10.00||Monterey, RR 1 |Putnam
W. C. Swift...... 2 - [10(23{11} 41.98/|Sparta........... White -
-J. L. Hensley....| 1| 80} [7052{43] 47.30 Sparm RR 4....|White
J. J. Swift....... 1| 6] |51 29.75||Sparta... ....... White -
W. S. Clouse... | 2| 70 [33]23{14| 52.64|{Cookeville, R R 2/Putnam
J. L Myers...... 3| &5 2] -| 50.68/|Baxter, R R 2....|Putnam
‘G. B. Brown..... 2| 62114 17 5} - 59.97||Sparta, RR 8 ...[White
J, W. Stoce. ...| 3]106{20[45(34i23] 171.10(|Bloomingt’n Spgs|Putnam
L. F. Smith...... 4[114] 150/34|21; 203.30||Pleasant Hill....[Cumberld
G, F. Henry. ...[ | 24 13 21 00f{Monterey, R R 1..|Putnam
S. E. Knox...... 1] 12)15{ - Verdie. ...... ... Cumberld
M. Judd...... .. 12 8110 : Cookeville, R} R 2|Putoam

" MINISTERS WHO MADE NO REPORT.

G, A. Myers, Cave; D. T. Cantrell, Windle; J. P. Chastain, Ra-
veuscroft, R1: J. W, Clouse, W. N. Selby, Spa,rt,a, R 6; C. S. Clouse,
Sparta, R 8; W. E. Richardson, Baxter, R 2; J. W. Crane, Dayton,
R 4; G. D. McReynolds, Cookevl]le R Y. : .

Licentuates—B. L. Gar rmon, Grandvxew, B. Sherrell, Spring City;
M. M. Gist, Sparta, R 4; R. G. Louis, Clifty.







