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l\IINUTES 
! :The Ministet'a a'.1:1 D~legates co.n.n;in:,; th~ Vv'-:!3~crn D~vL,ion : 

of Sto:1eABo:::iation of Fn!=will C1ri3tia.1 B.1;:>tist ~nurch of: 
G:1rist, met with Alle.1'3 C 11').Jl, P. C. f = 11., o .1 f.l'ir3:hv. be­
fo:-e th:! third S1c1'.liy in O}c;·J:!,, l'~r~.th:: (~:ty .. s·~·,.=:i::h~! .A.1-,: 
nual se33jo:i. After sin6 in6 a:d pr.:1yer by R::v: G .. D.'., M:Rev- ;-
n,:::ild,, th~ Intro::lu;to.'-y serin: ).1 w .l; t)'~el.-:::dJ. ,by .R.:!'~- · .. w. if . 
·G.!ntry. After w~1ic'.1 th.:!A;:;::i,;ia~io1 \V.1; c1l1e1 t::io:d~r ~y R.:!v ... : 
J. W. Stone, M::iderator,. an::lpro::eeded to organize by __ electii:ig 
Rev. G. B. Brown, Moderator, and Rev. Vv. E.. Richard3on. 

-fh3i3tant Ivi::derator;and Rev.· L. °F. :S:nith,' Clerk, and:.M~3 .. H . .'i, 
P. 5mith, A,sistant C ~.-.c J. W: S~o:1.:: retire::f and G. B.

1 
B:own to::>k the ch3.ir an::l the re6 alar ord=r. of b:1siness was· 
follc)wed. . . . . · ·. . . , .. ·, 

The roll 'was the:1 calle:l by church:::i·an·:l· d;leJ';te'.s name3· e~--
1·olled as follows: ~ · ';' · · ,: ' .·; :· -~ .. · 
A!len's Chapel P. C,~ J. D. Brewington, B.: M:.' Vinson_·· 

· Allen's Chapel 0, C.-· :'viarion Lofds': '- · .·. '· .. 1
_.:

1 
•• · .•• 

Board Va!ley-G. W .. ,Randolp_h. . ... · ., .· ,,; .. •·" ,. .. 
B.1~rnr's Cross' Roads_.:_by letter' .. ; · ' . .. ; . '\;: \ , . .. . .. .. . : : . ,,; : , . 
BcJ.rCov\•/ . .:...:.:R:F .. Baker· ,. -:i ... ·:, -_::.:;:,: .... ·.. . •.. , .... .. 
Ca:1e Creek-R. b. Ellis, J. F. Gentt'y, N; ··B .. : 'Bus$ell. ,·i :-, · .. . 

· Ca'.ley Fork-· G. W. Marise_ll,, _Benton Phifer .. :·: .'· ., .. ,,: ... 
Du~3on's Bra11ch-· S. H: Henle~y, Sidney Hicks · . .- _ : .. . ;,• .. 
D~ Rossett......:...C. C. De Rossett . . . . . 
l<'Iat Ro~k-James Vaµ{vinkle . 
Fee;.: Union-John L. Presley, Calvin:Putty, ~harley Brown 
Clac)e Creek-J. N. Emery · · · .. · . . . . _' :_, : . : , 
Highland-O. V;: Billhrey, D. B. Hammond

1 
J.: A, Rams.ejr 

Hensley's Chapel- . . · . · ·· · · · 
Johnson's Church-~ush Engfa1_1d; -G. T. :Wh~~er~~er.:: ···: :::;, .. 
} ohnson's Chapel-J .. L: J ~hhsori . .: . '. .. 
Johnson'~ $tand-. F,.,.W. H~l.1 . . 

, Laurel Creek--by l~~ter···. ··;,- ·. ·· :: ~- \:.' ": ...... . 
Loan Oak-·J. N. J?d•itnt, Cord l\fackc-y" I. . ... _ 

L1urel Springs-· · 

-,, .... 

Lost Creek-·.· Enoch Jfal~ 
Mt. Pk4sant---- • i· · 

. ( 



~·Ieridian-John Pugh 
Macedonia-]. B. Walker, Bui-I Jont~ 
}'vlt, Union~L. S. Roberson 
New Era:--by letter 
Hew Harmony-~ . . 
Pleasant Ridge-T. M. · Mackey, George Baker 
Poplar Springs~John Rny · ·. . 
Post Oc1.k Shade-0. I-L Kirbv1 H, W, l<.1tbl 
Poplar Grov·e-C. l~c)ha11on '•·· · ' 
Rocky Point-James Ofhcer 
Shady Grove-by letter 
Smith's Chapel-. Le.:! Page, A, A. Hlll 
\-Vatson's Chapel--. 
\Valker's Creek-·· 
Un10n Hill.-
Zion Hill-W. H, Judd, JarnesLafeVci'1 Andtetv Lafevrr 

· Sistct Cht1tthes _ 
Eastland-1\L L. Wilson 
Zion Hill c.·C.z--H. J. Vantv!nkl•!, p,. l-1 1 Nonts 

Order of business was suspended ai1<l cotrimitttu oh· devotiotla l 
services appointed viz: P,rntor and dcleg·ates of this church, 

Rules of decorum read_and Uf)f)rovcd, · · · 
Delegates· assigned homes. . . 
Report of committee on dcvotiotml cxetcises ttceivtci and read 

and approved. . ·· 
On motion we ndjoorncd to riieet ut 8 o'clock 1.;-ridaj,; inor~in-g, 

l<'R1 DAY MORNlNG · . 
The Association· met petsuun·t to adjoutnment,. Aftct sit1ging' 

and prayer by L. F. Smith the 1·011 was called and· minutes of 
Thursday rea<l and approved,·· · · 

Th<: appointment of commtttees was taken UPtHid the follow-' 
ing were appointed: Home Missions'----A; R; Mas::.t11 ch:] .. ], 
Swift, R. F. Baker. . . . . . . 
Sabbath School-H. }:'. Stnith; ch .. G. W, Rand9lph, .0, H. kirby, 
Obituaries_:_B. M. Vinson, ch: J. · N; l!t11t:ty1 L ·.s: Robinson, 

, Tempcrance-J. J. $\vifr, ch: J. F. G~ntry; A, A. Hill. 
Resoldtion~~J. t:, (~t'.1Hl\\'i ch. \V. N, !5clby1 G, D, l\kReynulds 



Ifin.rnce~'\\'. C Swifri d1, Benton PHfei-, R. D. EMiis. 
Publication and Education•'£aE, \N, Stone, J. F. Gentr~•· R •. 

F. U,tkcr. 
The reading- of church letters begun and all read that were on hand 

Pctitionarv l~tters called for and none received · 
·Corresponding letters .frorn Sister ·Associations called for and 

one re;eived and read frotn Cumberland Association. · 
On ·motion Rev.: E, S. Pruitt and Mr. and Mrs. Hi P. Smith 

were invited to sit in cnuncil vJit~1 tis. 
On oil for special committees two anf:wered. 
·r·1e committee on ·1\fonual held until Manual published~ . 

.. _ On motitH1 the Presbyter.)' was appointed to pass on work of 
Manual before -publication. . l · 

On motion the committee cm Zion Hill church be discharged 
us per repol·t, 

. . On motion we adjoumed to meet at 1. 30 o'dock. 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON , 

• I 

The Association met per:m:int adjournment. After· ;;inging and 
prayer hy W, E, Richardson,· on motion a committee be appoint­
ed to convey the title of a piece of land1 on which;Clouse's Chap• · 
,~I wa~ built, back to C. S. Gouse.. The following were ap·point 
ed on said cJ,ntnittee'. G,: W. l:_nstet\ "-.1.\.M. Shirley1 .T. M.Macky 

On tnotiort we adopt the church lr:tter form to the As~ociation· 
g-ottcn t1f) ~h\d printed by Mrs,. H. P. Stnith, and expen'ses· be ta· 
ke'n ()Ut of minute moneyl ahd a form be seht to. each church. . 

On motion \Ve adjourned to meet Saturday mornin•g, 8 o'clock. 
SA'J'ORDAV MORNING -

The Association met persuant adjournment und. after singing 
:ind ptayet by E, S. :Pruitt1 ·on .. tnotion W. S. Clouse and J. F. 
Gentry were ~ppointed a:S delegates to write arid bea.r aletter to 
Cumberlan•d · Associatiun, : , . · · 

On motion L.A. Allen ~nd M~·. S. -Wheeler; go us delegates to 
Eastern division, of Stone Association nno bear a letter .. · .. , 

On motion th~ cbmmittee on Pastork1l J:i.bor wns app·o1nt~d. 
On motion the $10 th_at A: R, Massa owes \on missions· go to 

the Publishing Company. ,<, .. 
. On motion We udjourried until; 1 o'clock, pi m,'. ,, 

__J 



The A::-sociation pct',mant to adjoL1i-r1:rter1t arid sing'ing and. 
prayer by G. D. McRcyno~ds the roll \va5 called.· On motion a ::; .ti 
board of Treasure ,vas elected whicl{consisted of V✓• :S, · Clouse • 
as ch., vV. N. Se.lby sec .. ,,·and G .. D. lvicReynolds treas. · i 

On motion we tender thanks of Asso'ciation to Bro. and Sister' ~ 
H. P. Smith for their assistance during this sitting: of A,.,;o:iation, 

On motion J ohnsons church was selected, by accliin.ation 1 as , 
the rn:xt sitting of Association and Eli Richatdscin preach the .fo ... 
troductory sermon and J. vV. Stone Alter11ate. 

The following C(?~rpittees handed in their rqorts, :-. ;c , .· 

lHISSIONS~~~ We vour committee on Home l\Iissions submit the 
following report: · We have chosen Bro. L F: Smith.1 · Pleasant·· 
Hill, Tenn., to set've 12 months as otlr ·EvanEelist and make 
reports quarterly .to the Board and rt1dnthly to the Press and ,,;e · 
solicit a hearty co-oreraiion wjth him in this great ,vork. 

· :' · · · · · · ' ·· A. R. Mas.Sa 
• ;, •►.. ' ' · ·' ... , ·:·. •.: f. J .. fnvift .. .... ,. :_:; .-:·•··· . l=:> F B k 

1-..,' ... : • . • . . : . . . . . . . . . •. "-.·.;" . " a .et ... :-~ . . ' 
Sabbath ~.7ch.Jul··~•We your comrriitte\ urt Sab.1:sat:h_ School _'\rnrk .... ·: 
would most respectfully submit the fqllowin~( Yeport': Ifolievirig . 
as we do and is often said, that the Suri.day Sohool is the. nurse~ . 
ry of the church, where the children al'e taught an·d · their· young,··: ..... 
minds and· hearts are impressed with ,\;holesome Sc1·iptt1ral less-.. 
ons tending to lead .them .ta the th'.)ught that they 'Ute immortal 
beings and that such impressions in Sun~fay Sch·ool, o:f'ten · brings 
abundant frttit in the early life, and further,' 'statistics show that 
a very' small percentage of persons who are brought up in 'Sun::- · 
day School with due care ~re evet arraig_ned before the Co,ui-ts 
of the State on criminal charges or incarcerated in: , prisons for .. 
crime. We would recommend that ever.y c:ht.1rch· ih · the .. Stone 
Association make ·eve~y ~ffortpossible to.br'ganize Sunday Schools 
in every chutch and thc:t the parents not e>t'i'l y send their- children 
but go witl- them and show that the' Sunday Scho·ol is . not·' a 
place of rec~ !'ltion but ll ph1ce where they lire I tu learh lessons 
for time and E~ernity, and God will bless the patents, · the chil-
dren and the chtitch .. Let every pastor pre11th at least· 6he ser-
mon each year ::it each of his churches on the good of Sunday 
Schools. . H. P. Smith ch, . 

G. W. Randolph 
o. H. Kirby 



. . 
Obituaries-We Your committee on Obituaries suhrr.it the follow 
ing report: wh;reas we find the last enemy, "d~ath" has vis 
ited our churches and taken from our ranks I 9 of our beloved 
m•-!mbers'. -\Ve trust they have alljoined the great Assembly a­
bove and our loss is their g,1.in. \Ve extend our prayers and 
sympathies to their bereaved families. B. ·M. Vinson 

]. N. Eme_n-
L. S. Robe1:~;on 

Temperance-\Ve your committee on Temperance beg leave to 
submit the following report. The tirne fo1: discussing the evils 
of intemperance has passed; ·as they have been so great and bur­
den,;ome that· all are now a ware that the cause · of Temperance 
in all thing,; is a question . of great importance,. not only to our 
denomination but the world at large. While_ the people of our 
lfation, both Christian an,t sinner are being aroused to the need 
of the hour and are joining the ref9rm proc.ession. · 

\Ve as Freewill I:aptist should take a front rank and proclaim 
that we are opposed to the liquor trafic in all its attenbant evils, 
and that we will never ceasl'. to war against it until they are driv­
en from .the world 

Resolved, that we help our pastors urge upon their members 
the great injury to the cause of Christ by visiting· saloons or us-
ing- Equor as a beveral-te. . . 

Resolved, that we help ter1pcrance soci-=ties and the anti-sa­
loon league in their efforts tc <:-xtcnninate the liquor · from our 
land. · J as. J. S,Yift 

J. F. Gentry 
· A. A. Hill 

Financc-\Ve your committee on Finance submit the following 
\\ihere as we find !/t,27. 26 paid in for minutes, we recommend 
that 1000 copies be printect ahd the remain~ler of saiq. _suin be 
allowed Mrs. H. P. Smith for her ser-vices as assistant c1erk. 

vV. C. .Swift 
R. D. Ellis 
I3en~on Pi-.ifer 



Publication afl.d Education-We your committee on Publication 
and Education submit the. following report. Where as a new era 
has dawned upon the Stone Association, as well as the Freewill 
Baptist in general, when in July 1912 the ''Freewill Baptist 
Messenger", a splendid religious paper was published by the 
Freewill Baptist Publishing Co. at Baxter Tenn. and sent out 
among the people and iri as much as it is a thoroughly religious · 
paper worthy qf the support of. not only the Freewill Baptist but 
all people who are religiously inclined. Therefore be it resolved 
that the Western Division of Stone Association adopt th<: ''Free­
will Baptist Messenger" as its offic_ial organ and that -they pledge 
their support in the way of subscriptions and co-operation in ev~ 
ery way possible. . 

Be it further resolved that each Minister having charge of 
churches take at least two public collections during the ) .... .ir fer 
purpose of promoting- the cause ·of the paper and that same con­
tribution be sent to Treasurer of the Publishing Co. and let the 
first contribution be sent in by the first of January and the sec­
ond by the first of June respectively and we recommend that 
each Minister see that the "Freewill Baptist Messenger" is a 
regular visitor in each home of his congregation, R. F. Baker 

.:, E. W. Stone 
]. F. Gentry 

Devotional Exercises-We your committee on Devotional 
exercises beg le2.ve to submit the following report: . . 
Thursday night-]. W. Stone, Friday II_ o'clock-]. P. Chastain 
Friday night-· E. S. Pruitt, Saturday ·1 I o'clock-L. F. Smith 
Saturday night-J. J. Swift, Sunday 1 t o'ck>ck-G. B. Brown. 

W. S. Clouse 
J. D. Brewington 
B., M. Vinson 

Special committee-' We your committee to dispose of Zion Hill 
ask leave to report that the property has not been dispo:::ed of 
and we ask that we be discharged as the property is to be used, 
for building a church again, _; • R. F. Baker 

L. F. Smith 



Re30lutio113-We yo:.ir c:)mmittee 0:1 Re..;olution~ s:_1bmit tl-ie 
following: Be it re..;olved.each _Mini:;ter appoint t,vo 'a1ents in 
each church under his charge •to take subscripticns kr the 
Freewill B:lpti:;t M~..;.;enger, and al5o one corre..;pondent, 

Resolved that thi;; Association at its present sitting create a 
Treasury board and establish a system whereby we can receive do­
nations co our churcf\ for the p_l!rpose vf extending our church 
in de:;olate places and for the promotion of other enterp'.'ises thc:.t 
.are for the upbuilding of our church and its people. . · . . 

Resolved· that this As..,uciotion at its present sitting call. a 
s1:\')rt l\Ii~i:;iterial Conference _for the special benefit of the young 
,.,LHisters, but all are invited to attend. The Editor of the 
l\-les3enger will have power to call this Conference together 
t'1:·):.1gh the_ paper. Churches de.,,iring to entertain this Confer­
enc-;! will solicit it b~r.corrnspondingwith theEditor of Mes3enger 

R::: ;o!ved .that we ten<ler thanks to Cumb•.!rland Associ<1.tion 
· for their hearty co-op~ration ill' behalf of paper. 

Resolved that we tender thanks to the Board of Trustees and 
Publ~shers of Me.,senger for their faithful work in starting and 
runnmg our paper. , 

Resolved that, as we have spent the period of this Association 
with the good people of Allen's Chapel P. C., we tender them 
our sincere and heart felt.thanks for their courtesy and hospital­

. ity during our stay in their homes and community. 

LETTER FROM CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION 
We the Freewill Chris~ian Baptist in Cumberland Association 

send greeting to the Bret_hren composing the Stone Association. 
We send our beloved Bro:,E. S. Pruitt to represent our Cumber­
la.d Associstion at Stone Asso..;iation when ,convened with the 
Allen's Chapel P. C. Terin. 'on ;fhursday before the 3rd Sunday 
h o~t. 1912. The Cumberland\;\ssociaton inet with Mt. Zion 
churches Cheatham Co. Tenn. on .. Wednesday before the 

, 1st Sunday in Oct. 1912. Was represeqted · 36 churches, about 
125 delegates 'and preachers. We had the ·most progressive 
A,7sociation W!! h,a ve eyer had._ , W ~ org~nize9' <!, school ' fo~. 

1 



Ministers with Rev. J. L. vVelch as President: This school is 
especially for our Preachers to become instructed on the Bible 
teachings. We want your hearty co-operation in this work. ~ 
We certainly appreciate )'our· paper, the Freewill Baptist 
Messenger, · and will do all in our power to make it a success. 

Our next Association meets with Shady Grove, Montgomery 
County Tenn .. on Wedn~sday before the 1st Sundav in Oct.1913 

Any info1 mation d, sired may be had by •addre~sing Rev. J. 
L. \V elch, J\Ioderator 1615 Arthur Ave. Nashville, Tenn. or 
Mrs. H'. P. Smith Clerk, Baxter, Tenn. 

Rcp·ort of Sec, Treas. of Freewill Baptist Pub. Co.­
Ammoui1t in Treas. at beginning of year 

' Ammount collected by contributions·· 
$ I 5.03 
. 83.32 
I 2 I .00 Ammourit cbllected by subscription;; for paper 

Amn1ot111t collected by job \York 
Total 

__2_1.3_:_7 6 
$363.11 

Ammount paid out for commission,· supplies, not~s, etc. $3/So, 15 
Ammourit in Treas. 2. 96 

Total 
E. vV. Stone, 

PASORAL LABOR 
· J\llci1's Chapel, P. C.-\V. S. Clouse, Elisha Henry 

Allen's Chapel, 0. C.-L. A. Allen 
Board Valley-]. P. Chastain 
Baker's Cross Roads-E. \V. Sterne 
Bear Co,·e-E. \V. Stone 
Cane Cr,-:ek-- ]. vV. Stone, G. D. l\lcRe\"11olcl.-; 

-Caney Fork__-G_ E. Pennington . 
Doclt:.;0!1'sBranch--\\''. E. Richarclso11 
DeRo;;sett-\\'. C. Swift, Isaac Tqdd 
Flat Rock-lsaac.Tocld, R. G. Lewis · 
Free Union--\\'. S. Clouse, Elisha Henn-
Clacle Creek---]. ] . S\\'ift · · 
I Iighland--D .. T. ·cantrell, Elisha Henry 

$363.11 
Sec. Treas. 



Hensley's Chapel-]. L. Hensley 
Johnson's Church-J. J. Swift.John McCulley 
Johnson's Chapel-G. D. l\IcReynotds, V. \V. Deweese 
Johnson's Stand-\V. B. Gentr,· 
Laur] Creek-·· R~ G. Lewis · 
Lone Oak-G. vV. Foster 
Laurel Springs-S. E. Knox 
Lost Creek-]. P. Chastain 

. Mt. Pleasant-]. W .. Crane 
Meridian- G. M. Green . 
l\Iacedonia-D. T. Cantrell 
Mt. Union-W. B. Gentry 
New Era-R. G. Lewis 
New Harmon_,-]. W. Crane 
Pleasant Ridge_:__G, W. Foster 
Poplar Springs-L. A .. Allen . 
Post .Oak Shade-W. S: Clouse, G. D. McReynolds 
Poplar Grove-G. D. McReynolds 
Rocky Point-]. W. StonP. 
Shady Grove-C. M. Billbrey 
Smith's Chapel-G. '\V .. Foster, J. E. Onsby 
Watson's Chapel---· 
Walker's Creek-
Union Hill-.:G. L. Garrison 
Zion Hill, P. C. J. L. -Myres, V. W. Deweese 
Eastlaand---J; E. Onesby, Isaac Todd 
Zion Hill---J. P. Chastain, Isaac Todd 

• I 
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M>NIS'l·EBS' REPORTS ---_.cc"-_-_-_-_-_ --

Ministers 

J. P. Chastain I 00 
J. L.-Myres 3 68 
W. B:Gentry I 41 
W. S. Clouse 3 47 
G. B. Brown 3 85 
M. Judd 2 58 
G. W. Foster I 45 
J. W. Stone 3 82 
R. G. Lewis 2 50 
G. F. Henry I 20 
Isaac Todd 0 18 
Elisha Henry 0 17 
M. S. Wheeler 0 49 
L. A. Allen 2 00 
J. J. Swift 2 89 
W. C. Swift 2 45 
L. F. Smith 2 lo 7 

00 00 36 17 $ 
00 00 38 33 
00 00 13 9 
00 00 IO 7 
24 00 12 8 
23 7 13 6 
00 00 18 14 
0000 13 II 

00
1
00 25 do. 

0011 4 00 01) 
0000 00 00 
oo::oc 00 00 
oo

1
oc 00

1
00 

00?02518 
ooloo 25124 
00,00 1626 
0000 IO 6 

51,73 
74,18 
28, 18 
95·55 
85,06 
4,4° 

30,05 
171, 13 

4,08 
7,00 

2 I, IO 
85, 18 
57,3 1 

,Post Office 

All in Tenri. 
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Monteiey R.1 
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Bloom'n Spr s 
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Churches 

s 
ro 

. ro 
c. 
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cr~ 

Post Cilice 

.· Alttln ,s Cnupel U Uil(),00
1

00 o~f..., oo oo v::, :;; ~o.oo 1 i.t-lillrnm, Uvenon Co. 
· Allen's Chapel P C oo'oo oo 00

1

00. oo oo 97 4o.oci 1 'Baxter, Putnam Co. 
· Board Valley 14 100 oo 4 2 oo oo 234 3o.o5 2 Sparta, White Co. R.8 
Baker's X Ro'.lds 8100 Joo 2 oo 2 fH 74. 15 2 Creston, Cumbcr.'d Co 
Bear .Cove ; 6

100 oo oo oo oo: ou 14ti G:2. lo 4 Sparta, White Co. 
Cane C1;e~k 11 loo 2 oo/ 1 oo 1 '::.)7 3J.2 3 4 ()ookevllle Putuam Co 
Caney F or1i: · ooloo oo- 00

1
00 1 1 13-1 00.00 U ,, ,, ,, 

D )~S) i's nrancb 11/ 1 2 00,00 00 . 1 218 28.18 1 " " " 
VJ L{..>3.::1ett' 00000000 2 oo oo 38 7.13

1
•2 De Ros.oett \\Thite 

Et,tland 9J12 _1300
1
00 60 oo 24 . 8.254 Eastland ,, :: 

Flat RJc k. 191 J 2 00
1
16 oo oo 91 50.00/1 Erasmus ltumb'l'd ,, 

Gl da Or eek 8 Oo 2 oo oo oo oo · 59 30,002 Ravenscroft J>ut'n ,. 
F1•c3 Un ion oolo0 oo'oo1oo 1 1 ti8 32.0512 Bloom'n SpJgs 
Hi :f1 h nd I 5 oo oo , 2100 oo oo , 44 4. ()3 1 Booz Onrton . '.: 
Johnson's Uhurch oo ·2 oo oo 2 oo 00 82 25.oo o. Monterey Putman ,, 
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Report of Presbytery 
Ta~ Pre;bytery of the We:5tern Division of Stone· Association 

met O.::t. 18th 1912 and proceedei t0 organize by electing Rev. 
L. F. Smith Moderator and Rev. \V. N. Selby Clerk. 

Where upon Bros. C. M. Billbrey, R. G. Lewis, Isaac Todd 
M. S. Wheeler, Elisha Henry came before the Presbytery for 
Ordination. Upon examination we decided to Ordain the above 
named applicants: ... . 

Also Bros. J. E. Onesby, John· McCulley, V. W. Deweese 
came before the Presb:);tery and License were granted them. 

The License of B. L. Garrison and f3. Sherrel were extended 
another vear. 

On m;tion the Pre.;bytery adjourned for the time being. 
· ·· L. F. Smith Moderator 

\:V. N. Selb\' Clerk 
1 IT. B. Gent;\' 
J. W. Sten~ 
E. vV. Stone 
L. J\. Allen 
W. S. Clouse 

Order of Business 
1 Introductory Sermon. 2 Organization. 3 Enrollment of Del­

egates. 4 Door opened for Sister churches. · 5 Rules of Deco­
rum. 6 C0mmittee on Devotional exercises. 7 Delegates 
Assjgned homes. • 8 Adjournment. 

Second day-1 Calling the roll and reading minutes. 2 Ap-
pointment of committees. 3 Reading letters from various church­
es. 4 Calling 'for corresponding letters from Sister Associations. · 
5 Hearing reports from special comrnittees. 6 Miscellaneous 
business. 7 Adjournment. 

Third day-.-1 Calling roll and reading minutes. 2 Hearing re­
porls of standing cemmittees. 3 Rejjorts of Ministers called. 4 
R~port of Treas. of.Home mis,sion board. 5 Appointment of 
Home missio:1 Board. 6 Appointmentof Corresponding delegates. 
7 Appointm~nt d .Committee on Pastoral labor. 8 Receiving 
report of committee on Pastoral labor. 9 Place of meeting of next 
Association. 1 o Thanks to churcn'and vacinity for kindness 
11 Minutes of the day read. 12 Adjournment. · 
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DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 
S. ctiou. That all power of ch urch government is inherent ir 
the people and preachers; ·that is, in the churches; that they hav 
a right, through their representative, to· establish, alter or amenc 
their form of church ·government, two-thirds agreeing th<:-reto. 
Sec. 2. That a Christian church is a societ,, of believers in Christ 
and is a divine institution, Jesus Christ ·being the 1,ead of the 
church and the Bible the on!,· ri.ife of faith and practice. ,, . . ' 

Sec.3. That no rule of faith ancldoctrine shill ever be establish 
eel in the Freewill Christian Baptist Church contary to the Bible 

Sec. 4. No pers:::>n wh;J lov<!s the Lord Jesus Christ and obey 
the 'gospel ~hould ever be deprived- of church nfrmbei·snip. 
Sec. 5. Every member ha~ an inalien~ble right to priv'ate judg­
ment in matters of religion and may speak freely of the same in a 
wa,· that will no.t violate the law ofGod, or the law of their cotint-
ry;· or the rights of their fellowman. · 

St-'c. 6. Church trials should be conducted on gospel principal 
onh·, and no minister or member should be cxcomunicated ex 
cep·t for immorality, the propagation of unchristian doctrine, neg 
ect of duty e1i.juined by the word ot Goel or rules of the church. 

s~c. 7. The church has a right to form and enfo,·ce such rule 
~nd regulations only as 2.re in accordance with the Holy Scrip­
ture~, and m1.v be necessan'. to earn- into effect the _great system 
of practical l hdstianity. · · 

Sec.8. There may be three grades of associations estblish eel 
in the Fre .will Ba,,tist Church, r st, the Monthlv Asso2iation; 2nd, 
Annual J\sso~iatio 1; 3rd, General .Association; all o; which may 
be establi-;hed b,· the rules of the church. 

Sec.9. That the church has a right to select their leaders and 
delegates to the Annual Association. 

Sec. ro. It shall be the duty of' ever): church to elect two Dea­
cons arid ,one Clerk. 

Sec. I I. It shall be;: the duty of each church t6 send up their del­
egates, with letters in order, to the Annual· Association, 
Sec.12. lt shall be the duty of the Annual Association to send 

to the General Association delegates, with. corresponding letters 
in order. 
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That no minister or member be allO\vecl to aid or abet i11 any 
way, either directly or indirectly, in the manufacture or sale ~f. 
intoxicating drinks as a beyerage. v; t; know by observation tint;:: 
is the great hindering cause to th•:,upbuilding of Christ's kingdom. 

RULES OF DECORUM 
Section I No complaint shall be brought in the church against 

transgressing members until the aggrieved party complies with 
the directions given by our Lord in St. M,.athew 18:13-17. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the rll'cons of the churches 
tn go to the transgressing m~mbers, talk to them, admonish them, 
, ad they shall have until the seco_nd church meeting to make 
1 :conciliation .. It may be the duty of churches to choosl a com .. 
1:1ittee to settle questi~ns of aggri~ved causes. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the dut; of Stewards to advise the church 
10 promote means to sustain their church and preachers. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of each minister, on receiving mem­
bers into the church, to ask the applicant the following- questions: 
Virst, '' Do ,·ou feel that you love Goel with all vour heart, soul, 
mind and st1:ength ?" Se~ond: "A re you a beli~ver with all rnur 
heart that Jesus Christ is the son of God?" Third: "Are vnu 
',1·illing to walk in all His precepts-?" 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all persons, who become mem­
bers of the• Freewill Baptist Church, who have not berm baptised 
1J,, immersion, and that for the ans,n~r of a good conscience, to 
attend to the ordinance of baptism. · 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the sever.J churches to org·an­
tze a church treasury for purpose of defraying- church expenses. 
Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the different church clerks to keep 

a correct minute of all their cb1rch meetings_ in a book kept for 
that purpose. 

Sec. 8 . Each church. reprcscnt_cd · in the Annual Association 
shall be entitled to t1Yo deleg-ate voters, whose membership does 
not exceed 50, and one additional for every 25 over 50. 

Sec, 9. That, for the purpose: oCordaining- ~:lders tht~re shdl 
convene a Pre~lwten·. Said Presbvterv shall consist of three or 
more ordained Elde;s and thev shall-ele~t a moderator and Clerk 
from among- themselves for Lhe present session. .It shall be the 
duty of said Presbytery to e :amine all applicants. tha~ .may come 
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before tht..:111 for license and ordination, and if found compct(:nt 
shall ordain them 0r set them apart for the \\·ork by prayer awl 
laying on of-hc.;nds. Said Presbytery shall have full power tot!. •~ 
ministers and d<.::acons, composing this Association, for immorai • 

1
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ity, propag·ation of unchristian doctrine, neglect c,J duty uijoinc, i 
by the \Vord of God oi· the rules of the church, on proper t.csti- · 
111O1w: tlH::ir decision to be final. Am· member of the Pre.slJ\'ten 
shalihave full power -to lvene a J°'rl'.sl·,yt.cry in extraord1nar> 
ses~ion at any time for . purpose of tr,tnsactin.1.r any official 
bustness. •~ • . · 

Sec. 10. No minister sha]Lbcord,i.ined to theofrice of Elder 
unt1l having passed a satisfactory examination urcn · the subject 
bf_ repentance, faith, justilic~ion, the door into the church, water 

tism, the Lord's supper, "ashing the saint's feet and tran:-;-
1g of church business in ger,eral. 
ec. 1 1. A1n one "ho desires the office of an Elder ~hall take 

th::- following s·teps before presenting himself for ordination. 
They shall be liberated by their churches to hold prayer meeting· 
c.tnd comment on the Scripture for one y,~ar; at. the expiration of 
t\\'elve months, or any time tht:rcafter; he shall .u:o before a 
Presbytery fat examination, an<l,if found competent, they shall 
issue license for him, after he has had license for one year he 
shall go before a i)resbytery fr,r a second examination, · and if 
found" orthy. they shall ordain him to the office of Elder. 

Sec. J 2. That for the purpose of receiving l icen ti ates or or­
dained ministers from other denomii1ations who come to us well rec­
. om mended we receive them and ratify their license or credentials. 

Sec. 1 3. It shall be the duty of the Presbytery to give a letter 
.of ·clis,nission and recommendation to all\· ordained minister if in 
good ·standing wis 11ing- to leave our Ass~ic_iation. 

Sec. I 4. It shall b e the duty of each church on sending clele-
<rates to the annual Association, to furnish them \\·ith a 
:tatecl ain·rnn tthat they will pay their pastor for his services. 
An v church or pastor failing to comply' "·ith said resolution 
sh~ll be reported to the Asi;ociation and such failure shall appear· 
in the report of CornmiHee on Support of Pastors. 



.ARTICLES OF FAITH 
Article 1. \Ve believe in one eternal Goel, the Creator and up­

holder of all things, and in Jesus Christ, His Son and in the Holy 
Ghost, and that these three are one. 

Art. 2. We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and N e,v 
Testaments to be the word· of Goel,. and the only rule of faith 
and practice. 

Art.· 3. We believe that man is unable ~-ecover. himself from 
the fallen state that he is in, by reason of JIW; only by the grace of 
God through the exercist; of faith. • . .._, 

Art. 4. We J;>elieve that baptism and the Lord's. supper and 
th·e washing of the saints' feet are ordinances of Jesus Christ, and 
that immer'sion is' the only mocleofl_?aptism; not the, putting a­
way the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God bv .the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

Art. 5. \Ve. believe that no min,~ter. has the right to adminis(~/__,:_~~~, 
these ordinances except such as are reg·ularly ordained. 

Art. 6. vVe believe in the re3urrection of the dead, a general 
judgment, the punishment of the wicked, and the joys of the 
righteous are eternal. 

Art. 7. \Ve believe accurding to t:1e Scriptures--Pauls letter to 
Hebrews 6:1-7-that after a man has been made partaker of the 
Ho!\' Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is impossible eyer to 
ren~\\' him again unto repentance, rr restore him unto the favor 
of God. · 

Art. 8. \Ve receive no person into the Freewill Christian Bap­
tist Church of Christ only on tl1f~ principle of their conversion. 

Art. 9. \Ve believe that n,J persons are members of the church 
of Christ only tho,;e who have the \Yitncss within themselves. · 

Art. 10. \Ve believe tha\. all th(· members of the church of 
Christ have a rig·ht to the s1cramental 6ble upon the principle of 
their acceptance \\'ith him,· for St Paul says: "But let a man ex­
;unine himself, and so let him eat uJ that bread and drink of that 
up."(rCor,11:28.) · 




