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Minutes 
OF'THE 

Fifty-first Sessi~n of· the Western Di­
vision • of the Stone Association of 
Free Will Baptist Ch,urch of Christ . 

.. 

Held with the .Rocky Point Church,. Putnam County, 
Tetttt. · Beginning on Thursdny, before the 

Third Sunday in October, 1916. . . 

Thursday 
The Minist"!rs and Delegates comprising- .the Western Division 

of the Stone Associaticn of the Freewill Christian Baptist Church 
met with the Rocky Point Church, Putnain county, 'f enn.essee, on 
Thursday before the third Sunday in October, 1916, in its fifty­
first animal session; and after singing by the class, devotional ex­
ercises were c~nducted by Rev. Isaac Todd, and _the Introductory 
Sermon was preached by Rev. w. B .. Gentry,. from 1 . Cor. 3; I I; 

after which the Association was called to order by the moderator, 
Rev. G. E. Pennington, and proceeded to organize by electing 
Rev. Isaac Todd, moderator, and W. M. He~ry, clerk. Rev. G. 
E. Pennington retired and· Rev. · Isaac Todd took the chair. The 
regular order of business was taken up; and a committee.on De- · 
votional service was appointed by the moderator, as follows,_: 

Revs. ,G. W. Foster, G. B. Brown, Delegates J. H. Miller, 
Dave Finley. The committee reported as fo1lows : 

Thursday nighi-Revs. Isaac Todd and D. L. Davis. Friday; 11 a. m. 
Revs. E.W. Stone and M . .Judd; night, Revs. W. :2. Rhum and T; .T. 
Bostain .. · Saturday, 11 a. m. R~v. W. S .• Clouse; night, Rev. M. S. 
Wheeler. Sunday, 11 a. m., Rev. L. F. Smith. 
! . . 

The roll was called by churches, and Delegates names enrolled 
as follows: 



i 

I 
I 
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Allen's Chapel [Putuan county], M H McBroom, KM Dalton 
Allen's-ChapeiaOverton county] No representatives-: 
Board~Valley-G~W Randolph, J Brown . "·'--. 
Bakeris dross Roads;--J W 3pencer ,' 
Bear Cove-J D Swift, A E Swift 
Cane Oreek-:--Oliver Bussell, R L Montgomery, W .w England 
Caney Fork-George Mansell 
Dodson Bra.nch-Jas Mayberry, Sam Hensley, Thos Philips, R Hardy 
Derossett---No repri::sentative 
Eastland--·EBton Irvin " 
Flat Rock---No representative 
Free Union---John L Pressley, Tilden RodljCers 
Glade Greek---C1 W Lockwood 
Hensley's Chapel---W Bilieu, H B Kelsey 
High Land---J P Ledbetter.· 
Johnson's Chapel---No representa_tbe 

• Johnson's Church-.-Rush England, G 'I' Whitaker ,. 
. ~. 

Jonnson's Stand---A M Lee, Mary Lee 
Laure{ Creek---by letter 
Lone Oak __ M_ Judd 
Lost Creek __ lCnoch Hale 
Macedonia __ W M Henry, Burl .Tones 
Mount Union __ WW Welch, WA Welch 
New Era __ J E Davis, E Davis · 
New Harmony .. by letter 
Ozion __ Andr~w Lafever, J. W. Dunn 
Pleasant Ridge __ c S Clouse, M. C Henry, J Willlite 
Poplar Grove __ S Bohannon, W T Brow!! 
Poplar Springs._ G W Phillips , 
Post Oak Shade __ O H Kirby, JC Pippin· 
Rocky Point __ Dave .. Finley, J H Miller 
Shady Grove .. SD B_uck~er, Jamei, Blaylock 
Smith's <Jhap~l-_Fa:te Kidwell, JO Seagraves, AL Seagraves 

, Yankee Town __ ,Frank Pennington, WR Copeland . 
Zion Hill __ Irvin Burgess, J W Burgess, Perry Vanwinkle 
Mount View __ Newton Gentry · 
Douglas ChapeL_C L 'l'allant, A J Billberry 
West Chapel, Walker's Creek, and Watson's Chapel, No representative. 

The ·Rules of Decorum were then ·read and adopted. Delegates 
were assigned homes and, on motion, the Association adjourned 
11i1til S o'clock Friday morning. 
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Friday Morning . . 
· Opened with singing by the class and prayer by 1{ev: Ii·virt 

Burgess, after. which the roll was called. · Rev .. W. B. Rhum was 
invited to a seat in the Association. .An opportunity was then 
given for the reception of new churches. No application made. 

The Moderator appointed the followif1g committees: Obituary, 
Publication, Education, Finan~e; Sabbath schools, Temperance, 
Plans on extra business session~--The Presbytery was·called to­
gether by t.he moderator, and rdtired for bu~iness.--Letters were 
then called for from the various churches, read and received.---+ 
Corresponding let~ers were then called for from Sister Associa­
tions; whereupon F. _M. Copeland and W. C. Stephens came for­
ward bearing a letter from the Eastern division of Stone Associa­
tion ,vas, read and .received.-·-Bro.-M. Judd asdecf the Associa~ 
tion to release him from pastorial ,vork next yea; request granted. 

On m;tion, adjourneci until I o'clock p. m. _ 

FRIDAY E\ENING 

After singing by the clc1ss and prayer by Bro. Wheeler, the reg­
ular. order of business was takeri up.--On motion the clerk was 
instructed to have printed and furnish to each church a blank forin 
of church letter.--Rep~rt of Committee on Obituaries w&s read 
and approved. It was as follows: _ ' 

Whereas, we find that the last enemy, deatl~, has visited our. 
churches, and taken from our ranks 3 I of our members. We trust 

· they have joined the assembly abov~. and that our loss is their 
· gain; , vVe extend our prayers and symathy to their families. 

' R. L. Montgomery, G. T. \\7hitaker, \\?. B. Rhum. 
Report of Committee on Finance was accepted. -It follows: 
We find '$25.30 paid in for minutes; and recommend that $4.50 

of this be paid to Bro. Henry for service as clerk, and the balance 
be paid the Freewill Baptist Pablishing Co., for printing minutes. 

1 
J. D. Swift, F. M. Copeland, W. H. McBroom. 

Report of the Committee oq Temperance, adopted as follows: 
Whereas, the temperance 'rriovement is affecting· both church 

and state and we, as a denomination, heartily indorse the stand 
taken, and the patriotic spirit manifested by the state officials in 
their efforts to, exterminate the liquor traffic, and especiallf d::> we 
commend the action. of our governor in his effort to inforce the 

. 3 

► 

.. 



teinperance iaw. . We further recommend that o r ministers make 
a united effoi·i: to ptit down intemperance, and 'that each pastor 
preach.afleast one sermo·q ag~i~st ·intemper~nce to their_ various 
churches, and 'that both preacher _and layity unite their efforts to 
exterminate the curse of the rum traffic from our fair land. 

; ':· · · 1\1. Judd, James J. Swift, John W. Spencer. 
Report of 'C;mmittee on Sabbath Schools adppted, as follows: 
Believing that the Sunday school is the nursery of the church, 

where the childre.P.:,;~re taught and their· h~arts and mi,11ds are im­
presseµ wit~ whol~9me:_Sci:ipturalJessons tending t9 lead them to 
tJie knowledge that they are immortal beings, and such impressions 
made in Sunday school often bring abundant fniit in early life arid 
"further, statistics shoyv that a very small .per. cent of th'osP brought 
tip in Sunday school _are evPr arrained before the courts of the 
state oi1 criminal charges, or imprisoned for- crime, we recommend 

, that every cliurch in qur Asso::iation make every effort possihle to 
9rganize a Sunday sc:100! at their .place of wor~hiP, and that par­
ents not only' send' their children, but go with them, and prove to 
them that the Sunday school is not a place of' recreation, but a 
place where they are to learn for time ·and etehiity, and God will 
bless the parent, the child an.'d the church. Let each pastor preach 
at least one sermon a year on the good of the Sunday school, and 
each school hold an ~lection for superintende-ntr:and teachers,· and 
the time for said election shall be the first Sun<;fa'y in A pail, or as 
soon thereafter as possible; ·· · · · · ' . )W"·:· ' . ( 

· · OlivetBussell, _A. l :' Seagrave, t~'~!vV. I{andoiph. 
On riiotion, adjou'rned to Sat~rda}; at 8-o'clock a. m . 

.. ,-~,,:St1tltrday. Morning. 
The Associatio1{niet pursuant to adjournmerit; and after s.ing­

ing by the' class ari~Lprayer by Rev. J. V..!: St')ll('! the ro.11 was call­
ed, minutes of Frid'ay read and approved; 'The Re11ort of the 
Home Mission Bo~id was -r~ad an.cl approved, as follo,~s : 

We ydur Com~ffree s-ib~it our report: .\Ve bave chosen Rev. 
L. F. Smith of Pleasant Hill, and Rev. G. B. Brown of Hoatd 
Valley; to serve fot one year as ·evangelist andJiome missionary, 
ahd we request them tu make quarterly reports to the hoard, and 
monthly reports tc>'"the MESSENGER at Baxter .. They may take col­
lections when neces3ary for their support; and we earnestly solicit 
the cooperation of our people with them in their· work, 

·· . · · - · · · ... • · . R. F; Baker;''W. S. Clouse. -
Repoat of· Cominittee on Education and Publication, adopted : 
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'We recommehd the FR1'.:EWl.!,.L B~n:Hrr'MJ$~NQ~K ~- the .b8icw 
organ of aU F~ewill Baptists; and ask that .each. qien;1,oerof our 
denominatioa lend Jt their utmost support.--. We also recom­
inend· the Freewill Baptist literature published at Ayden, N. C., 
for use in our Sundav schools ; we further recommend that the 
Freewill Baptist Publishing Co., of Baxter, Tepn., prin,t,' at ~P 
early date, our church literature.--Seeing the great need of ed­
ucatiot1 among our people, we rec;ommend th;it the Free'"'ill B.~p­
tist of Tennessee, and more especially the Stoner Association, in­
augurate a plan whereby we may establish an.d mainta~n a school 
for the education' of our people .. - -We also recommend that our 
ministers avail themselves of every opportunity to acquire an edu-
cation, especially our young ministers. · · 

E. vV. Stone, R. F. Baker, \\'. N: Selby. 
Repbrt of Committee. on Extra B~sintss Se$sion receiveµ, a~d 

read as follows : . · ' · . . . 
We suggest that this As~ociation dispense ,with the regular <lr­

der of busine<,s from 9: 15 to 1 o o'clock for a general discussion of 
the problems of the church. 

E. \\\ Stone, L. F. Smith, '"!. B. Gentry: 
N exi: in order was reading Reports of Ministhrs : 
W. B. Gentry, Cookeville, 3 churche!I, 46 sermons preached, 1 baptised, $99.9: to.• 

tal amount received for services. G. E. Pennington, Cookeville, (R. 6), 3 churches, 
49 sermons, 25 confession, witnessed, 7 .received into cJmreh, 6 baptised; $77.00 t!)~al 
amount received for. services. G. B. Brown, Sparta (l< .. 8),.52 ■ermons preacqe<1, 2 
received into church, $(\4.54 total amount received for services. W. S. Clouse, Cook­
ville i R. 2), 3 churches, 60 sermons preached, 93 co,afesllions witnessed, 68 received i11to 
church, 41 baptised, $84.55 Iota! amount received for servicPS, J. L,. Myers, Ba,~ter, 
(R. 2) 3 churches, 44 serm_on■ preached, 15 cqnfessions whnessed, 5 received into the 
church, 4 baptised, $l!l7.89 ,total amount received for services. M.' S. Wheeler, 
Bloomington Springs, 2 churches-, 36 sermona preached. 47 conversions, witaessed, -.i7 
received into church, $36.00 total amount received for services. J. W. Stone, B_loo.-i• 
ington Springs, S churches, 60 sermons preached, 32 confesaiona witne11sed, 18 reeeived 
into ehurch, 15 baptised, $116.05 totatamount received-for services. · ·--

Report of Committee on Church Dev~lopme-nt was read and 
received, as'follows: · · · 

Bealizing the 1reat need of, growing enthusiasm, and knowing the enrrgy .and i1141u• 
ence of our sisters in the various churllbes, ~e reColJlmend. tbllt this 4~ocjation. c·re~e 
a Wo:nans' Missiona.ry Board, and Ladies' Aid Society, for the purpose of taking care 
of, and looking after the interest of the churches of Freewill Raptist in the Western Di­
vision of the Stone A1sociation; an~ in order. to carry on their work, we recommeµd 
that in eacL church comprising this &s1ociation, our sister!! organize a Womans• Aux• 
iliary, and that they be &88isted by the.ir pastors and deacons. Keep a record of their 

. . . ' \ , . . 
work, and that the work be reported at the annual meeting of the Womans' Missio11ary 
Jfoard; whicl, shall meet at the·same time,and place and 'in conjunction with the 
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' 
b;ethren of the Wester.n l>ivisi.on of the Scone Associatio11 ~fFree~ill Baptist .and tht: 
.Board shall communicate the .work of this organization to the Association. We would 
also recommend that the Association appoint one sister as a field lrw.orker to assist the 
society in the various churches in the Stone Association in organizing 'the societil'B and 
bringing about the result that is PO greatly needed: The board shall· be composed of 
five sisters from our churches and that the first named shall be the president and field 
wsrker of the Woman•' Missionary Society, ·and that annually thereafter the:, shall elect 
thair president from among themselves. · 

W. N. Selby, D. L: Davis, T. J. Bostain. 

On motion, ihe M_o9erator appointed a committe~ of five to as­
sist in arranging plans for a Womans'. Missionary and Ladies' Aid. 
Society. Following are the names of the committee: E.: W. 
Stone, J. F. Gen_try,. 'v\T. N. Selby,· R. F. Baker, D. T. Cantrell. 

The Report of the Manager of tht: Freewill Baptist Publishing 
Company was read and received·: · . 

The Report of the Home Mission Board was ~a)'!ed for and re­
ceived. The Association reappointed the old committee to serve 
during the coming >ybar. Following-. is the c.omrti'iuee: H. M. 
-Welch, R:-F. Baker, W. S. Clouse. 

. Theap;:)Ointment of. Corresponding Delegates· to the Eastern 
Division of thP. Stoile Association was .t~kenup a~d the following 
were appoi1ited: J'. J. Swift, D. ·-L. Davis; D. T: Cantrell. 

The appo,ntment _of . Corresponding Delegates to the _Cumber~ 
land Association \va,s ~akcn up, .and the folbwin~·were appointed : 
E. w·. Ston.e, Vl. S:

1
.·~ClOuse. -,:::,.~,~-

The Report of the ·sta!}dlng Committee was called for, and the 
committee on Zion Hill property· not being . able io report, was· 
continuecf fur a110t!it/ryear. _Follo\ving- is the corriru'ittee: . J.· H. 
Vanwinkle, Irvin Burgt>ss; 0. W. Burgess .. 

Report of the £reshytery 'read aqd approved ... 
The Committee on Board of Womans' l\li;;sionary and Ladies' 

Aid Society report adopted, and members elected as follows : 
Miss Bessie Selby, president, Cookeville; Mrs. J. F. Gentry, sec­
retary; Cookeville;· Mrs. J. W. Stone, Bloomington Springs: 
Miss Mai Brown, Sparta, Route 8 ; · Miss Winefred Smith, Pleas-
ant Hill. · · · .·. · · ··· .. · · .. , · · · · 

The Committee on Pastoral-Labor was appointeti, and sent out. 
Up~n motion!: the As~ociation adj~urned for pre.aching service, 

which was g-reatly enjoyed by the. delegates and visitors present. 
-6· . ;., 



After preaching~the busin_ess of the A~sociati?n ~as tak~n ~P· 
Hoard Valley and/Free Union were put m nom111at1on as smtable 
places to hold the 1917 Association. The result of ,the balloting 
show~d.92 for Bpard Valley and 36 hr Free_Unioi1, whereupon 
the moderator announced that t~e 1917 session of the A_ssociaticn 
would conv~ne at Board Valley, beginning on Thursday before 
the third {3d) Sunday in October, 1917, at II. o'clock, a. m;; Rev: 
W. S. Clouse to preach the introductory .sermon ; Rev. G. E, 
Pennington, altf~rnate. 

Report of Committee or: Pastoral Labor. 

Allena Chapel, P. C., M .. S. Wheeler: 
Allen's Chapel, 0. C., L. A. Allen 

, Baker's Cross Roads, L. F. Smith 
Btlar Cove, L. F •. Smith, l. 
Board Valley, G. W. Foster 
Caney Fork, J. W. Stone 
Derossett, T. J. Bostain · 
Dodson's Branch, W. S. Clouae 
Douglass Chapel, D. T'. Cantrell 
Eastla1id, Isaac Todd 
Flat Rock, Isaac Todd . 
Free Union, J. W. Stone 
Glade Creek, J, J. Swift·· 
Hensley's Chapel, Isaac:Todd 
Highland, J. R. Hammond 
Johnson's Chapel, J. L. Myers 
Joh11son1s· Church, 'G. W. Foster 
Johnson's Stand, L. F. Smith 
Laurel Creek, D. L. Davis, T. J. Bostain 
Lauiel Springs, vacant · 

Lone Oak, vacant 
Lost Creek, J.P. Chastain 
Macedonia, D. T. Cantrell 
Mount Union, J. L. Myers 
New Era, T. J. Bostain 
New Harmony, D. L. Davis 
Ozion, W. S. Clouse 
Pleasant Ridge, J. Peters 
Poplar Grove, J. L. Myer, 
Poplar Springs, W. S. Clou3e 
Post o·ak Shade, J. W. Stone 
Rocky Point, G. W. Fo.ster 
Shady Grove, T. J. Cantrell 
Smith's Chapel, Isaac Todd 
\1 est Chapel, W. N. Selby 
W!,llker's Creek, vacant 
Watson's Chapel, L. Hensley 
Yankeetown, J. J. Swift 
Union Hill, D. L, Davis, J. Peters, assi■tant 

· Mount View, Henry Kelsey .. 
Cane Creek, W. S. Clouse. 

Rcport:of L. f'. Smith, Ho.me-Missionary. 

· White Hall, I vist.it, I sermo_n, 95 cent■ received. , Dodson's Branch, l visit,' 1 se~~ 
mon, $6.34, Highland, 1 vieit, J2 sermons, $4.55, ln9-ian 9reek, I visit, I sermon,. 
$3.60. Craventown, I visit, I sermon, $2.71. Cooktown, I visit, I sermon, $2.00. 
Crawford, t visit, 2 sermons, 85 c. New .Era, 4 visits, 4.sermons, $2.25 .. New Harmo• 
ny, 3 visits,·8 sermons, $14.00'. Baker's X Roads, i' visit, l sermon, $2.90 •. Stoney Pt., 
I visit, I sermon.. Cherry creek, 1, visit, l sermon (LO.O.F • .) $5.00. Bear Cove, 4. vis­
its, 14 serinons,'f2 members rec., 12 baptieed, 37 converts, $24.15. Cedar Grove, 3 vis­
its, 11 sermons, I rec;, I bap., I con., ,-2,50; Meridiani 1 visit,' sermon. Smith's chap­
el, I visit;:. I sermon. (For J. W. Crayn1, at .Indian.creek, $3.60; at·Bear cove,.$L'>.15): 
Tota!R .:...:2s visits. 62 sermons .. 14 ,received. 13 baptised. 3s' converted. $75.76 received . 

.. ·.:. '·, ..,- :~ . 



FoHewing,is· the Rep&rt of the ·Presbytery : 
Th~ Presbyt~ry. of· the Western Divlsion oL the Sto~e A.Jso-

e- ciatiori mctwith·Rocky Point church, October 13,\'.19161 and pro­
ceeded to organize ·by the election of Rev. W. · S. Clouse, moder­
ator, and Rev. E. W. Stone, clerk. Brothers H. H. Kelsey, J. 
R. Homm.ons and C. W. Loclcwood came before tl1e Presbytery 
for examination for license and, after examination, license were 
granted each of,them, also the credentials of F. A. Carter were 
received, also W.' J. 1 Pt-ters with license from the Pentecostal 
Church of the Nazarine, were received, also E. W. Johnson was 
examined and his licen~e extended another year, as were also the 
license of Brothers D. L. Davis and Irvin Burgess. 

Motion carried that this Presbytery take _immediate steps to •en­
force the latter clause of Section 16, Rules of Decorum, relative 
.to some of our ministers neglecting their duty as ordained minis­
ters, and some of .them refusing to take pastoratw0rk and be loyal 
to the church, its needs and demands.·· 

W. S; C:lou~1~, moderator; E. W. Stone, clerk; L F. Smith, 
G. E. Pennington, J. _W. Stone, G. B. Brown .. · 

Beport of Church Bxten1ion Hoard. 
Cane <1reek, ~id_ - - - - - _, _______ . ~ _. ~ _ .. __ . __ :;. __ . _ _ _ 81 15 

-~-;,-~~ :: : : : : : : :: : : : : :: : ·:::::: :~ :::/:::: I E 
J. F .'Gentry ____ ; .... : .. __ ~. ___ .... _ .... _. ________ · 1 00 

.. C. Bohannon; Popfar Grove~ ____ : _____ :-~-~·~- ..•. "1 00 
·s.Bohannoii,.: " " ·------- ---·------~-- 100 
John Bohannon," " ___ ·; __________________ l 00 

M,1vinH1der;, " "
1

· --···-·-·. -----------· 1 00 
E. E. Wa.ller, Free Union __ .. ·-------·· ______ 1 00 

~ S. B. Presaley, '' - '' · .. _ .. _ . __ . _____ ... _ _ _ 1 00 
: Caney Fork Church. . . _.. . . . . . __ . ____ . _ 1 00 
Dodson'• Branch __ . __ .. ____ ...... _ . _ .. _. ___ ~ _ i. : • _. 70 

'. • J . 

Bear Clove . _ . . . _. __ . _ . _ •. - _, __ ... -~ ... _ •. __ ... _ •. _ . 4 50 .. 
Baker's X Roads ... ~----- c: ••• -~ __ •• ____ ••• 0 ,. • • 70 

Amount collected, les■ 25c, for-ledger __ .. _.. $16 60 
. Amoun, on hand last year....... . _ .. ___ .. ~-. 21 20 

.:Mneunt in ba11k1 Oot'o 14-, 1916: ... ~--·- ____ ::·; ___ $8'1 ·80 
J.·w. STONE; Treasu~~r. 
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. 
CHURCH~S 

Allen's Chapel, P. 
Allen's " · O.C. 
Board Valley 
Baker's X Roads 
B.iar Cove 
Cane Creek:,, · 1 

CaneyFork-. ,. -' 
Dcidsori's Brari'ch . 
Derossett 
Douglass Chapel 
Eastland 
Flat Rock 
Free Union, 
Glaue Creek 
Hensley's Chapel 
Highlan~ 
Johnson's Chapel 
J ohrison' s Church 
Johnson's Stand 
Laurel Creek 
Lone Oak · 
Lost Creek 
Macedonia _ 
Mount. Union 
Mount View· 
.N'ew Era 
New Harmony 
Ozion 
Pleasant Ridge 
Poplar Grove 
Poplar Springs 
Post Oak Shade 
Rocky Point 
Shady Grove 
Smith's Chapel 
West Chapel 
Walker's Creek 
Watson's Chapel 
Yankeetown 

' . 

CH STAtlStlCS FOR 1916. 
' . 

POST ()F.FICE 
AND COUNTY, 

(all iD Tenn.) 

5 

13] $2~ 00 $ 55 Baxter, Putnam. 35 
Hillharri;Overt'n 
Sparta, White 
Creston, CJum'd. 
Sparta, White 

-Cookeville, Put. 
Hi 
13 \ 
6. 

17 

2 2 1 
3 1 

6 1527 2{'42 
1 65 57 38 
1169 85 07 
5 298 46 10 
4214 44 10 

1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
115 

. 1 00 
l'()() 

. " 
' " 

,White Counly, 
Bwherton 
Wliite Co11nty 
Cumberland Co. 
Blqcimington, P; · 
Ravenscroft 
Sparta; White ' 
Booz, Overton 
Silver Point, P. 
Monterey, Put. 
May-land, Cum; 
Winesap, " 
Cookeville, Put. 
Greentree, White 
Brotherton ' 
·Monterey,· Put. 
Sparta, 'white 
Grapevine 
Bledsoe 

·Silver Point 
Sparta, 'White 
Cookeville, Pu$. 

" 
" 

' " 
Monterey, Put .• 
Ravenscroft 
Algood, Putnam 
Brush Ck, Smith 
Sparta, White 

" " 

7 224 
3 5 2 

6 

7 

4 
2 

3' 

5 7 
2 ·1 

1 
2 

4 
8 
8 

1 1 268 59 90 

46 19 05 _8() 
3 

1 

1 82 3;'39 1 l 00 · 
,·-::: 

74 46 50 , 1 00 
1 71 500 

86 . 64 
3 1 50 70 

76 8 10 
60 29,55 
46 18 70 

60 
1 00 

57 
4 74 

2 80 
2 1 75 

27 
1 50 
1154 

5 2151 
I 229 

48 
2 2 2117 

1 3 3 2112 
137 

2 83 
1109 

J5 07 
21°95 
80'67 

50 
60. 

,·1 05 

7 10 59 
75 

11,99 .100 
58 _67 . · 75 . 
606·''60 

23 50 · foo 
rn .. ~-·-i88 
21·00 70 
21 20 35 
21 07 , 75 

2 2 40 12·50. 40 
U:..::n.:.:i_:_on'-'--H_i_:_11:._:__ __ _:_E_ra_s_:n_u_s ___ __:__:_ , 39 23 33 · 75 

t:::, 
,!; 

fe. .,.. 
5· 
f 
', 

3 
! 
2 
2 
s 
4 
:J 
1 

1 
4 

2 
2 

i 

3 
3 
1 

2 
,2 

,::} 
•· 2 

3 
3-
1 ' 
1 

. ~1 
3 
3 
:4, 
i 

4 
4 

Paid for Hom~ ·Missions: Baker's Cross "Roads, '$1. 7o: Bew 
Cave, $9.00. . 

Totals : Professions,· 149; Letters, 10; Recommendation■ 1 ag; Rea~ 
torations, 7, increase. Lett.er&, 19; Exclusions, 21; Death, 28, decr-,a.e.., 
Total fellowship,.3,25~. ;, 

9 

- -



RepGrt o~ E. W:St~nc, Sec'y, F. e)p. Co; 
To balance; Octobe·r 15, 1915 _____ · __ ------ ____ .' ... $ 5 50 

. Collected from all-sources. ___________________ ·:-_ 275. 00 

Total amount collected ________ -~ _____ :_.. $280 50 
Tot~l disbursem~nts ____ :_ ________________________ 2 70 00 

Balance· in treasurY---------------~------- $10 50 
. E. W: STONE, Secretary and Trea!mrer. 

A res~luti~n of thanks was th.en tendered to the good people 
of_· Rocky Point for their k~r1dness during our :stay' among them. 
The parting_,.,hand was taken_ to meet ·at the above name d place .. 

·: Declo.ro.Hott. of Rights. 

. SEC. t. That all power of church goyernment is inherient in the 
people and preacher; that is, intbe churches; that they have a right 
through their representatives, to_ establish, alter or. amend their 
form of church g-nyerninent-two-thirds agreeing thereto. . . · 

2. '.That a'C.hristian chuach is a society of believers in Christ, 
a'hd is ·a divine institution. Jesus_ Christ being the head of the 
church, and· the bible tlw only rule of faith_ and practice. 

'3. ·No person ivho loves the Lord Jesus Christ and obeys the 
the gospel should ~ver be d!~prived of church membersh:p. . 

. 4 Every memb9r· has an iaalienable · right to-private .judgnie11ts 
iri matters of religion, and may speak freel~ of the same in a wa~• 
that will not·violate the law of G0d, the countr,:,1 or the rights of· 
"their'fellow men. · . . .. , 

5. _ The church has a ri[;ht to form and enforce, si.1ch rules and 
regulations only;, as are in accordance with the holy scriptures, and 
may be necessary' to carry into effect the great system of practical 
Christianity. . .:· . . . . I . ' . 

• ·6. That the d1~n-ch has a· rig-ht to_ selec_t their delegates to the· 
annual association. · 

i .. 
Qules of Decorum. 

. ' 

SEc. 1. There· may be three grades of associations established 
in the Free'will Christian Baptist" Church .. First, monthly associa­
tion; sei;:ond, annual association; third, general association, all of 
which may be established by the nil es of tlie church. 

2. It shall be the duty of e;ich church· being a unit in the annual 
assQciado·n to elect from their number, two deacons and.one clerk. 
-· 3; It'shall be the duty o~ ~ach church to send up their delegates 

.with letter in order to the annual association. ', ··· · · · 
' 10 ;· 



• 
4. No ministei· ;~ memb.ei- shall be aH~,ved to aid or abet in any' 

way, either directly or indirectly, in the manufa::ture or sale of 
intoxicating drinks as a· beverage. . . .. ·. 

5. No complaint shall be brought into the church ,against tdns­
gressing members until the aggrieved party complies with direc-
tions given by our Lord in Matt. 18:13-17. · · · , 

· 6. It shall ~e the duty of the deacons. to go to transgressing mem­
bers, talk to them, admonish them, and they, shall have until the 
second church meetfng to make reconciliation. · ,It may be the du" 
ty of the churchs to ~.hoose a committee ta settle questions or .ag• . 
grieved ca.uses. - · 

7. It shali be the duty of the stewards to advise the church to 
promute ~neans to ·sustain their church and preachers. · 

8. It shall be the duty of eaeh minister on receiving members 
into the church, to ask the applicant the following question: first, 

·. Do you feel that you love God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength? ~econd, Are .y_ou a beliew~r with all your heart .that 
Jesus Christ is th·e ~on of God? third, Are you vdlling to· walk fr1 
aH his precepts.' _ _ · . · _ . 

9. It shall be the duty of •au persons who• bi-ome members of 
the Freewill Baptist church, who have not bee baptised by im-. 
mersion for the answer of a good conscience, t ttend the ordi• 
nance of baptism. . ·. · ' • 

10. It shall be the duty of the several churches to organize a 
church treasury fo~ the purpose of defraying church expenses. 
_ 1 ~- It shall be the duty of the different church clerks to keep a 

• minute of all church meetings irLa book kept for that purpose. -
-· 1 2: No rule of faith and doctrine· shaH ever be established in the 
Freewill _Christian Baptist church contrary to the b;ble. 

13. Church trials shall -be conducted on gospel principals onlv, 
and no min.ister or member shall be excommunicated except f~r. 
immortality, the p1opagation of unchristian doctrine or the neglect 
of duty enjoined b}'the worJ of God or the rules of the church. . 

14. Each church represented in the annual _asssciatjon shall be 
entitled i:o two delegate voters, whose ·membership does not ex­
ceed fifty, and one vote additional for every 25 not over 50. 

15. It may be the duty of the annual asso~iation to s!;!nd to the 
general association delegates with correspondin'ii' letters in order. 

16. That for the purpose of ordaining elders there shall 'convene 
a pre"sbytery. Said presbytery shall consist of three or more or­
daint:d ehiers, and they ele-ct a moderator a~d clerk from among 
themselve~, for the present sf'ssion. It shall be the duty of said 
presbytery to examine all applicants that shall come -hefoi•e them. 

11 
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for license a~d _o;dination_ and if found· c{Jpetent, shall ordain 
them or set them apart for work hy prayer: and faying on· of hands. 
Said presbytery shall have full p'.>wer io try ministers and,d':!acons, 
composing, this association for immorality, propagation of unchris­
tian doctrine, or, neglect of duty enjoine<l by the wortl of God, or. 
the rules of the church,' on proper te!"timon y; "their decision to be 
final. Any member of the presbytery shall have full power to 
convene a presbytery in extra session at any time.for the purpose 
of transacting any official business.· . · 

17. No minister-shall be ordained to the office of elder without 
having passed a satisfactory, examination' upon the. subject of r.e­
pentance, faith, justification; the door into the church, water bap­
tism, the Lord's supper, washing the saint's feet, and transac~ing 
church business in general. -

· 18. Any_one ,vho desires the office of ,!-11 elder shall take the 
, following steps 9efore presenting himself for ordination: . He ~hall 
be liberated by his church to hold pr?,yer meeting and comment on 
1the scriptures fcfr ·one; at the expiration of twelve months or any 
time thereafter,: he shall go before a presbytery for a examina­
tion, and if foui·d co·m. petent, they shall is.me license to hirri, after 
he has h2.d lii::e 'C;.. for one year, he shall go before a presbytery 
for a second exc1 ilnation, and if found worthy, they shall ordain 
him to the office of elder. · _ _ . . · 

19. That for 'the purpose of receiving licentiates or ordained 
ministers from other denominations, who come· to us well recom­
mended, wii receive them anq ratify their license or credentials. 

20. Itshall be the duty of the presbytery to give a letter of dis- · 
mission and recommendation to aajr ordained minister, if iil good 
stand;ng, wishing.to leave our associatioa. . 

21. It shall b~ the duty of each church, on sending delegates 
to the annual association, to furnish them with a stated amount 
that they ,vill p:iy their minister for his services. Any church or 
pastor failing to ~amply with said resolution shall be reported to 
the association, and such failui·e shall appear in the report of the 
committee o'n the support of pastors. . ·. , · 

Articles of Faith. 
ARTICLE I. We belie.Ve in one eternal God, 'the creator and up­

holder of all things, ·and in Jesus Christ, His son; and ic. the Holy 
Ghost, and that these three are one. • 

2. We believe the Holy scriptures of the Old and New Testa~ 
men ts to be the word of God, and t1'e only rule of faith and practice. 

3. \\T_p believ~ that man is unable to recover h{mself from the 
12 



fallen state that he is in by reason of sin, only by the grace of God 
through the exercise. of faith. 

4 \Ve believe that baptism and the Lord's supper and the wash­
ing of the saints' feet are ordinances of Jesus Christ, and that im­
mersion is the only mode of baptism; not the putting away the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

5. \Ve believe that no minister has the right to administer these 
ordinances except such as are regulaTl) ordained. 

6. \Ve believe in the resurrection of the dead, a general judg­
ment, the punishment of the wicked, and the joys of the righteous 
are eternal. 

7. \Ve believe according to the scriptures-Paul's letter to He­
brews 6: I -7-that after a man has been made partaker of the Hol v, 
Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is impossible ever to rene~v 
him a~:\in unto repentance, or restore him unto the favor of God. 

8 .. \Ve receive no person into the Freewill Christian Baptist 
Church of Christ only on the principle of their conversion. • 

9. We believe that no persons are me hers "- < the church of 
Christ onl \' those who have the witness elves. 

10. We· believe that all the members ot urch of Christ 
have a right to the sacramental table upon thr i: . ciple of their 
acceptance with him, for St. Paul says: ''Rut let a. man exa'mine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.• 

form of Letter to the Association. 
We, tl,e Freewill Baptiet church at........... ..... .. County, Tennessee .. ........ ...... .... .. . 

to the Stone Association ?,hen conveined with ................... ............... _ . Gounty, Tennessee. 
Dear brethren: We have chose11 measengere ............ - ..... to represent ue in your body. 
The etatistics of our church are as follows: Increase by profession .... _ , by letter ....... , 

by recommendation . . , l y restoraticn ... ..... , our decrease by letter , by exclusion 
.. , by death ... , onr total to date ........... . We h1n·e paid our paetor, •---·····• as~iet-

auts, $ ... .. , for revival work$. ...... , total$ ...... , paid for home mi!lsion work $ . ........ , 
we send contributions for minutes$.... . , our day of meeting is.. . Sabbath in each 
mQntb, our present p11,stor ie Bro ........... , send minutes to ......... , address .. ...... - •.... Tenn. 

This is done by a voice of thP. cl.nrch and signed by order of the same on. - -····· .. 191 .. 
... .... .. .• ...... . .. ... . ...... ....... ...... Clerk. _ ....... ... . .... .• ·-··-•··· Modern or. 

• lform of Churtb LflttM . 

To all Lor,,rs nf Jesus ('In ist: 
This is to certify t.hat the well beloved_......... . , i1 a member of trie Freewill Chris-

tian Baptist Church of Christ at._ ....... , county, Tenn., and is hereby dismissed from 
us in ful, fellowship. Thie is done by a voice of the church the ....... -· day of 191 .. . 

. ..•. .. . .... .. . .. • ... ·--· Clerk. . -···-··· ... --· . •.• ... ... . .. Moderator. 
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