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. PROCEEDINGS

The fifty-ninth annual session of the Tennessee River Association of the
Free Will Baptist convened with Bumpas Creek church, in Lauderdale County,
- |Alabama, on Thursday before the third Sunday in September, 1937--11 A. M,

The introdu@ory sermon was delivered by Elder J. M. Kelsey and  was
followed by Elder H M. Richardson. Adjourned tomeet at 2:30 P.M,

Thﬁrsday Afternoon Session

Met according to adjournment with smgmg, Scripture readmg, and pray-

er by Moderator J. W, Phillips. ‘//j
Clerk being ahsent, move car;le‘ f _riﬁe{j‘ﬁxo(ﬁe{aiof/lo dppoxgg: ET:Ierk
Move carried to perpetuate the union, M . 6}4 .
isiti i inati }f/-La as{%)‘élaﬁons

substitute. . Sula Hale appointed:
Visiting brothers and sisters from other denominations ‘an
i invited to sit with us,

Bro. Roy Dickery and Bro. J. E. Martin were appointed readmg clerks.

Called for letters from various churches /3 / )
" Bumpas Creek—By letter and delegates, Bro! ]bhnn Tune, Broel&bert{ '\3

Berfson, and Sister Mary Scott. % (?Z} ~
Piney Grove—By letter and déle: wates, B by "Sh il, Bro. J. GllllSa
and Bro. Dewey Hammock,

Midway Chapel—By letter and delegates, Bro. Percy- Hallmark Bro.
Howard Pace and Sister Jennie Waldrep. _,_MN,_,M,,,/

—
Harmony——By letter and delegales/ Bro. Guy Grissom, Bro W. Z. Balen-

‘ tlue, Sister Sula Hale. - u-z.&
/ > Abbey—Absent. : ’WM” AL

* Mt. Zion—By lettebaud delegates, Bro. J “N.. Parvm and Bro ;H. Q.

Jeffreys.

Scott’s lei%f?e’—-B)Qfetter and ’r@ga es% Tom' Dxckery. Bro Leige

Dickey, and-Bro. Clyde Berry. \\
Poplar Springs—By " letter and de]egates. Bro H. L. Smlth Bro. Dean

Lambert, and Sister. Mary Smith, "

Solitude— Represented by Bro. J. E Marun J.} j/ 'g"/’w
Beach Grove—Absent,
Oak ‘Grove—Gone to another association.

-Murphy’s Chapel—By letter and delegates, Bro G w. Scott and Sister
G. W. Scott. / .
White’s Creek—By letter and delegates, Bro Bxll Wlnte and Bro. Arthur
Cassey. .
Maple Grove—By letter and delegate, Bro. U. H. Bridges.
Mt. Olivet—By letter and delegates, Bro. J. T. Jones, SisterJ. T, ]ones
and Sister Minnie Webb. .
... Panther Creek—Defunct.

Community-—By letter and delegates, Bro. H. L. Vickery, Bro, Frank
Valentine, and Bro. J. W. Hall. .
New Chapel—By letter and delegate, Elder J. E. Hueit,
Second Creek—By. letter and . delegates, Bro. Virgil Gean and Slster
Virgil Gean.

Called for petmouary letters. Received non_e.‘ R %\f‘,{“» O’i Y, ﬂﬂﬁ
_ 3 d )
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Committees Appointed 3. Rep

Devotional C)>mmittee: Bro. Henry Scott, Bro Luther Mansell Bro.' . M
Alfred Austin, and Sister Mary Scott. . ‘Rlver

Finance Committee : Bro. G. W, Scott and Bro J. T. Gll]ls : - 4 Rep

General Business Commlttee ElderB A, Hale, Elder] A. Moyer and O1
Bro. J. E. Martiu. : ]deﬁmt‘

Sunday School Coumnttee Bro Heury Scolt Bro. W. A. Pool, and Bro. ‘moref
Howard Pace. : M

l
Comnnttee on Educatlon Rev L. R. Cralg, Bro J H Tuue and Bro,’
J. H. Gillis. 3 T;"';

Temperance Committee : Bro. Robert Benson Sister ]enme Waldrep, Sls-.
ter H L Smith, and Sister Howard Pace,

Obituary Committee : Elder H. L. Smith, ElderH M. Rlchardson, and
Bro. Percy Hallmark,

. Committee of Thanks: Bro. J. W, Sherril, Bro Guy Grissqm, and Bro.
Liege Dickey. : ‘
Move carried to ad]ourn unlll 8:30 Fnday mormng

The stand was filled Thursday night by Rev. L. R C;'axg. and followed by
Elder J. W. Phillips.,

Friday Morning Sessmn

Met accordmv to adjournment by singing and Scnpture readmg by Mod-'
eratorJ. W. Phtlhps and prayer by Elder W, C. Jones.

Proceed to business by retiring for committee work
Called to order by singing,. . . o i
Le&ure on Temperance—W, A, Pool, - o -
Move carried to adjourn uatil 2:30 P.M. . B o
The stand was filled by Elder J. A. Moyer, Friday, r1:00 A.M. »

Fnday Afternoon Session BRI

" Met according to adjournment by smgmg and Scripture reading by Mod-
erator J. \V. Phillips and prayer by Flder] . Hueit.

,6. Ge

Proceed to business. 1
Various commlttee reports. @
L C R T on Fi1
ommittee eport on Treatise— closel

After carefully examining and comparmg the Treahce of Fallh adopted by,
the National Association at Nashville in 1935, with the original Treatise of
Faith used by the Free Will Baptist. before the Division of the Free Will;
Baptist and the Free Baptist facion, we find them to be the same, except a
few minor revisions. We therefore recommend the adoption of the above
named Treatise by this Association, Elder W. C. Jones, Chairman,

Move carried to adopt the report. . ' (

2. Report of Trustees— ) in tl:‘e
We have sold lot known as Mascedonia Church, on Brush Creek, for lhel

sum of $20.00, less $7.00 expense, leaving a total of $x3 00 turned into the Fund

treasury. Bro.]. H. Gillis, Chairman, ental
Move carried to adopt report. = f as ma
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3. Repott “of Investrgatron of Oak Grove Church—

Move carried to receive Bro. Roy Dickery's report and the Teunessee
River Association drop Oak ‘Grove church. ;

“ 14, Report of Home Mission Board— : '

On the acconntof not having sufficient funds to begin and ‘maintain a
definite program in the field, we have, therefore decided it best to wart until
more fund accumulated. Elder B. A. Hale, Charrman.

Move carried to adopt report
5. Treasurer’s Report— /- '

The following amounts were contrrbuted to the treasury by

“Abbey Church ‘ . ' ccoreeecne$ 5.05

. Bumpas Creek Church S ' 5.00

Harmony Church e 5.00

Midway Chapel ... : : 5.00

Scott’s Chapel 00 5.00 .

Church Lot .2 ... - ' cormens 13.00

Public Offering ....... - ‘ : 6.75

’ - : $44 80
AMOUNTS DISBURGED. ) .

" Writing of Bond .t e - %250

. Treasurer’s Book fev eevaren .25
- Supplement to Minutes........ ... et 135

Money Order Fee ..o iumemioiinis ce cousiiceia on 13

Minute Record Book...... teneerien cenrieniens s - 1.83

: $ 6.06

Balance in Treasuryc......... S— $38.74 .

| EDGAR MCCORMACK, Treasurer, Lerghton Ala. Router
+Move carried to adopt the report. A

6. Gerreral Business Committee —

(r) We recommend that we retain in our mmutes the present resolution
on Fmance, with an urgent request that our churchea, as a whole, be more
closely conformed to all financial duties of the churches. As the need of
finance grows more urgent every day, and our ministers apparently overlook
the importance of the daty of the finance to the church, Be it resolved, That
we request all of our pastors to preach at least one message a year to each of
their churches on the duty of finance, and urge the adoption of some system,
preferably ‘the budget system, as a base on which to work,
= {2) Wealso recommend the retension of resolutron No. 2 on finance as
in the 1936 minutes for the support of Home Mission .work, as follows : )

Be it resolved, That each church be requested to raise an Associational
Fund or Budget of $5.00 to be placed in the treasury to take care of suchinci-
dental expenses as may be leg ally incurred, with such Home Mrssron work
as may be directed by the Board.”

s
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~W, C. Jones,
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(3) We recommend the adoptron of tlus resolution, seemg the need Of\
definite preaching program for each session of our association. Be it resolvec |
That we make it a rule to ele& or appoint a committee at each association { t
advance, to arrange a suitable program for Devotional and Preachmg service|
—a committee of at least three to arrange this program. - - S 10

(4) We recommend the elef@ion of an associational pastor, instead  of al
associational evangelist, to take care of the churches of our association whic, feP
are without pastors, and to work with and under the - Home -Mission ~Board nin
And we further recommend that we retain our p-esent Home Mission Board “B

(5) We furthermore recommend that it be resolved, That the clerks of a] “’ﬂ
our churches include in their letters the names of all deaths, with the numbe the
of deaths. Elder B. A, Hale, chairman,

Move carried to adopt report as read. A i : : 11

7. Sunday School Committee— - . i
We, your committee on Sunday Schools, submit the report that we find}|
decrease in the number of church schools. We find sixteen churches wit]

over 1200 members, with only five Sunday. schools, with a total of 33!
membership. . i

We recommend that the clerk of this association add another column tt
the table of statxstlcs sho\ung number of members of Sunday schools in then
churches. :

We also recommend that the pastor, together wrth the messengers elttmg
in this body, organize a Sunday school, on return home, at the church 01
churches having no school.

. Elder H L Smrth, Chairman. J
Move carried to adopt the report. ~i

8. Temperance Committee— . .

We subinit the following : We recommend tbat all of our members abstain
from all strong drinks, aud that we do ail "we can against this great ev1l_
Teach our children to abstain from strong drinks and be temperate in all
things. We recommend that our ministers preach against this evil. We are ea

“all bitterly aguainst strong drink, bezause it has wrecked many a sweet home:f

Sister Jeunie Pace, Chairman. |
i 12

We, the committee, beg to submit that the entire membershxp read tbe ;:i
Bible daily, and any other good literature, Be sure that the literature to be'
read does not tnislead anyone, for much of it seems to compare with the Bible,;
but when carefully studied it does not compare with the Bible, We urge our,
membership to be careful what they read. Rev. L. R. Craig, Chairman,

Move carried to adopt report, ‘ fu

Move carried to adopt the réport.

9 Education Committee— v

Move carried to adjourn until 8:00 A.M. Saturday. ' |
The stand was filled Friday night by Rev J. B. Harper followed by Elder

6
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Saturday Morning Session , :
Met according to adjournment with singing and Scripture reading by

| Moderator J. W, Phillips and prayer by Elder H. L Smith,

Resumed hearmg of committee reports,

10 Obituary Committee— -

We, the committee on obituary, beg to submlt ‘with sadness the fo]lowmg
report : We find, since our last association, death has taken from our midst
nine of our beloved members.." We realize "that our loss is Heaven’s gain,
“‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, sayeth
the Spirit, that they may rest from their laboars ; and their works do follow
them.” Rev. 14:13. Elder H. L. Smith, Chalrman

Move carried to adopt report.

11. Finance Committee—
Bumpas Creek
Piney Grove .. C‘“(
Midway Chape] ........... .
Harmony ....... :
Scott’s Chapel i o ceoemevimsssensinae
o b5 (2 Y R
‘ Poplar SPrings .. eeevess ceesen
Murphy’s Chapel... .
White's Creek . voeromncsioans vaiuee
“Maple Grove .
Mt. Olivet.......
Second Creek ... seciecvecinni e 2,85
Community RN '2.65
New Chapel ST R L. 2.00
Free Will Offering...... cveee. ccorveceame 6.63
Offering for Ministers® Cards.......... ' '3.50

We, the commxttee on finance, recommend that the clerk send minutes to
each church according to contribution paid by each church.
’ . J.T. lehs Chairman.
Move carried to adopt report,
12. Resolution of Thanks— -
" 'We, the committee on thanks, beg to submlt our heart- felt thanks to

“1"the people of Bumpas Creek, and its surroundmgs, for their hospitality and

kindness shown us during this association.  May God’s richest blessings rest
and abide thh these people until we meet in Heaven.
. Bro. Leige Dxckey, Chairman.

Move carried to take up free will oﬂermg Received $6.48 for minute
funds. '
Ele&ion of Assocxanonal Pastor—Rev. J. A, Staggs.
Move carried to strike out Article No. 3 in the new constitution and .in-
sert Article No. 5 of the old constitution. ~ :
, 7
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Eleéion of Moderator—Elder B. A. Hale. Assxstant Moderator—Rev. ] New

A. Moyer, for a term of two years, l)egmnmg next assocxatlon. ; M
Elecion of Clerk—Sula Hale, for a term of two years, begmnmg next be ord
association. Assistant Clerk—Edgar McCormack, } . ) M

Ele¢tion of committee to arrange the devotlonal program for the ngxttwelve
association—Bro. J. E. Martin, Bro. J. N. Parvm and Bro. R. T. D.ckey.

Move carried to adjourn unul 2:00 P M. ) .
The stand was ﬁlled by Rev. J. A. Staggs Saturday at 11:00 A. ML *

Saturday Aftemoon Session s . |

Met accordmg to adjournment by singing. - ‘Scripture readlng by Moder
ator J. W, PllllllpS and prayer by Elder W, Baggett..

Proceed to business. Called for ministers’ reports. = ..~ o {

Elder B. A. Hale— Sl ‘
Pastor of 2 churches~ held 3 revivals; received into church, 22; baptized
19; wmarriages performed, 4; funerals held, 4; / preached to 3 sister churches;

received to date for ministerial service, $92 76.. N !

Elder H. L. Smith—' ~ S R
Sermons preached, 10; public prayers, 25; fuuerals held, 3; visited slck]
20; baptized, received into-church, 2; commumty sermons, 2,

Elder J. A. Moyer— .
Sermouns preached, 2c0; public prayers 400' traveled 1,500 miles; recelv-}

ed into church, 12; baptized, 7; visited sick, 25;:lessons to children, 1004

pastor of 4 churches; received for pastoral care, $138.60; expense, $4o. oo,

held revivals, 12; org'\mz*d 2 Sunday schools;. helped ordain 2 deacons;

conference held, 8; communion services hell, 7; pray ers and short talks over M

W.M.S.D., 5, S n

Elder J. M. Kelsey—. -~ SR - phm,
Serutons preached, 52; v1s|te«l sick, 21; miles traveled, 81; mlmsterlal
service, $11.10; expenses, $6 10; cunversions, 3, baptlzed 1.

. S l
Elder W, Baggett— ' o S ' o
Sermons predched 24; public prayers, 40; received ianto church,” xo, v15-
ited sick homes, 14; conducted prayer meetings, 20; attended bunday schools,Farmz
18; miiles traveled, 500; money received, $20. 00; married couples, 3., N t, Zi
Nhite’

Move carried to take up free will offering to pnnt cards of &tandmg ‘for!

|

nnmsters. Received $3 50. . :ecol:(

~ The next association will convene thh White's Creek church Wayney, e

county, Tennessee, on Thursday A M. before the third Sunday in September. iIurph
.Move carried to adjourn to the Presbytery session, « - iney

: : . o . Jumpa

) Presbytery Session. Midwa

Move carried to retain the Ordaining Council. : >oplar

-Unfinished Business—-- - ’ : i Al‘“’ o1

Granted Bro. Jake Sweeney Free Wlll Baptlst credeuna.s Co s Jew

8 jommt

, |



Rev. J. | New Business—

E Move carried that Bro J B Harper, Bro ] Staggs and Bro, L R, Craig
ng next|be ordained for the ‘ministry.
. “ Move carried for the body to grant Bro. ‘Geo, ngle hcense to preach “for
the next|twelve months.

ey " Ministers Granted-Card- of Standmg
e W. C. Jones ............ .....;...«Card granted .
B. A, Hale ettt Catrd granted -
S Mrs. L. T. Lowery.. ...Card granted
L “a % T, W. Phillips ceceseers coneneneiee Card granted
y Moder- R. A. Johnson ......... ... Card granted
' ' "~ J. A. Moyer ...Card granted
L.T. Tlllman eariracnas sesssnereres Card granted
7. M. Kelsey ......................... Card granted

..Card granted
...Card granted
. Card granted
..Card granted

e ...Card granted
ted sick, H. M. Richardson .. Card granted

: ] C. McClannahan..
A H. Sweenney.......
I.R. Cfalg

baptized
churches;

W. Baggett .-Card granted
) H. L. Smith'... ... Life-time card
s; receiv- L. M. Mansell ...eieenen. Life-time card

ren, 100} R\. P, Owens il o coneee Gone
, $40.00; E;L. Peeples ... ..Card held
deacons; c. L. Montgomery iueenas sensensase. Card held

tks over . s - .
atks Move carried to adjourn uatil next association at White's Creek church.

The stand was filled by Reyv, J. c. McClannahan and followed by J.. W.
Phillips Saturday night. -

Sunday morning at g:30 Rev I A Moyer gavea leélure on Sunday school.
“The stand was filled Sunday 11:00 A.M: by Elder B. A, Hale.

1inistei‘ial

“10; vis-| Church Clerks and Their Addresses
y schools, Harmony -.Clande Lowery, Leighton, Ala.,R. I.
N ML, ZION.: comer censeensie, sirencei ariois wioesens. Earleen Jeffreys, Town Creek, Ala., R. 1,

nding ‘fc;ri hite’s Creek ....Flora Weatherford, Gillis Mills, Tenn.
Maple GIOVE e eerscrsses cmomesrasssssnas - U. H. Bridges, Madison, Ala., R. 3.

Becond Creek Dora Hinton, Waterloo, Ala., R. 1.
» Waynegeoit's Chapel, o coem meeeomams cosee Ethel Jackson, Cypress.Inn, Tenn.
tember.  hyrphy's Chapel Maudie Young, Cloverdale, Ala,
iney Grove...... . W. T. Banks, Lutts, Tenn., R. 2
umpas Creek. i e weicivceens eeerees secceeeenr . Mary Scott, Waterloo, Ala., R. 1.
lidway Chapel - ~-L. T. Kidd, Leighton, Ala.. R. 1.
Oplar SPrifgs.. eereenis. cearens encs vecsasen .. Dean Lambert, Tuka, Miss., R. 4.
It. Olivet ' W. C. Jones, Waterloo, Ala., R. 3. -
" New Chapel.. nseeerunie e eeneuerane sevemens . Irene Robinson, Counce, Tenn.

ROMMUNI LY ecumore veecenes ' . J. W. Hall, Florence, Ala., R, 3.




‘ Church Pastors and Their Addresses
Harmony :

Mt, Zion
White's Creek -~

-M' ] A. Moyer, Town Creek, Ala., R. 1
-*f}’///‘ £.20.]. B. McGee, Florence, Ala., R. 4

Maple Grove .02 (L A ’“'"7* a-J. A Staggs, Waynesboro, Tenn|
Second Creek o - - o " "]’ﬁ.} McGee, Florence, Ala,, R. 4,
Scott’s Chapel TN L YA e £, Willie Daniels.
Mll!'phy s Chapel____ l’f«, f"-‘ o (A1A (3 : I\ N

Piney Grove AR e Jo G McClannahan, Florence, Ala., R. 4.

Bumpas Creek W -
Midway Chapel....
Poplar Springs

-....B. A. Hale, Leight~n, Ala,, R. 1,
-] A. Staggs, Waynesboro, Tenn,
H. L. Smith, Inka, Miss., R. 4.

Mt. Olivet ..o coveenen. s cesonan sesssemssorsannss ameneeees Wo' C. Jones, Waterloo, Ala ,R. 3
New Chapel see csensunesasssmnanen: bemsssus rasecnsetess
Community J C. McClaunahan Florence, Ala., R. 4.
Ordamed Ministers and Addresses
W. C. Jones.... vt veeeuree Waterloo, Ala,

B. A. Hale ... ..... ............Leightou, Ala,
. J. W. Phillips .. Iuka, Miss,
 H. L. Stiithu. ceee e e ieeveneen Iuka, Miss.
Mrs. L. T. Lowery ... Leighton, Ala.
L. M. Mansell.. ..... .Waterloo, Ala.

R. A. Johnson.... ccimcen. Iuka, Miss.
H. M. Richardson........... Cloverdale, Ala.
J. A Moyer ......... ...Town Creek, Ala,

L. T. Tillman .. ~.-.Stanville, Tenn,
J. M. Kelsey ... .. Waterloo, Ala,
J. C. McClannahan .......... _Florence, Ala,
J. Harper ...... .......Cypress Inn, Tenn,

B.
J. A, Staggs ... Waynesboro, Tenn,

L. R. Craig e ccesrmernenn Leighton, Ala,
" QL. Montgomery ..... ... Sheffield, Ala,
E, L. Peebles ... ... Wheeler, Ala,
. J. H. Sweenney' ................. Canaan, Miss.

Licensed Ministers and Addresses

Geo, Tingle e censeses coveae Floreuce, Ala, I ‘

10

... ... B. A, Hale, Leighton, Ala., R il
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- IBY-LAWS i

1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their absence the senior ‘minister in

years, should call-the Association into.conference, and if a quorum s present
the moderator, or in hls absence the assistant moderator, shall take charge;
and if neither of them is present the senior minister in years shall. a& as
moderator, .

2. All persons declared by a committee on credentxals to be duly entltled
to a seat in this Association are hereby "made constituted members of this
Body, and are authonzed to'ad in all respe&s according to the provisions. of
constitution, .:;nd by-laws under which this Association is organized, .

3. It shall be the duty of every Body . belonging. to this Assocmtlon to
send a letter to the annual session of this Association, repomng to the same
its spiritual condmon benevolent work, and its statistics. Any Body whlch

belongs to this Association, which fails to report for two successive sessmns» )
‘may be dismissed from the Association by a two-thirds vote of all. members

present..

4. Each meeung shall be opened by readlng a portlon of the Blble and by
prayer, and shall be closed with prayer. . .

, 5- By a two-thirds vote of all members present a rulmg of the moderator

can be'over ruled.

6. This Association may correspond by messengers or otherw:se wlth
other religious bodies.

7. The Association shall sit thh open doors, except when it shall go 1nto
a committee of the whole. .

8. Any person not a member of this Assoc.ahon may be allowed. to take
part in its discussions 'by obtaining permission from the moderator. ]

g. It shall be the duty of all the members of this Association to be present
at the time appointed for each meeting, and anyone, wrshmg to retlre shall
‘first obtain leave of the moderator.

10.' No member shall absent himself from the Assocratxon dnrmg its meet-
ing without first obtaining permission from the moderator,
11, No person shall be allowed to nominate more than one member of auy
committee, provided the person nominated be ele@ed. ’

12. ‘The moderator shall not allow discussion wheu’ not carrxed on .in
Chnstran spmt or when he thinks it wxll cause discord or division. . .

13. Anyone desiring to speak shall rise to his feet and address the mod
rator by appellatron, ‘*Bro. Moderator.” but shall not speak furtl]er nntil
recognized by the moderator,

.- 14.; The ‘*Yeas' and “Nays' may be taken on any questlon by request
of one-ﬁfth of the members present.

15. No member of this Association’ shall be allowed to speak ‘more than
ten minutes, nor twice ou tuc sameé subjed. without permlssxon of the moderator.

16. It shall be the duty of the moderator to seat the delegates in a body

in a designated section of the assembly room at the begrnnmg of each bus- ‘

iness session.
17. These by-laws may be altered or amended at any regnlar or ad]oumed
session of thrs Assocrauou by a two-third’s vote of the members present.
11 »




ARTICLES OF FAITH
1. The Bible— -~ - : :

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were ngen by mspxratxon
‘of God, and are our mfalhble n.le of falth and praétice.

‘2. God— :

There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as a Creator, Pre-
server, and Righteous Governor of the universe: and in the Scriptures as
' Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, mﬁmtely wise and good, whom
all intelligent creatures are supremely to’ love, adore and obey. -

3. Christ— = ° &
B Christ is God manifest in the ﬂesh in His divine nature truly God, in
‘His human nature truly man. The Mediator between God and man ;. once

crucified;, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever-present Savxour and
Lord.

4. The Holy Spirit— ,‘ ‘ -

The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes of God "He'is
the Reprover, Comforter, Guide and Sané‘tlﬁer of men, ’ )

5. The Government of God— )

God exercises a wise and benevolent providence over all beings by main.
taining the constitution and laws of nature, Healso performed special Aéts
of Grace, not otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of man requxres.

6. The Sinfulness of Man—
Man was created innocent, but by disobedience fell into the state of sin
- and condemnation, His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature of such
tendencies that all who come to years of accountabxhty sin, and becomte
guilty before God.
7. The Work of Christ— v .

The Son of God, by His incarnation, life, sufferings, death and resurrec-
tion effe@ed for all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the
ground of salvation by faith.

8. The Terms of Salvation—

The conditions of salvation are: 1. Repentance, or sincere sorrow for sin
and hearty renunciation of it. 2, Faith, or the unreserved committal of one’s
self to Christ as Saviour and Lord, with purpose to love and obey Him in all
things. In the exercise of saving faith the Soul is renewed by the Holy
Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin, and becomes a child of God. 3. Con-
tinnance in faith and obedience until death.

9. Election— o :

God determined from the beginning to save all who should comply thh
the condmons of salvation. © Hence by faith in Chnst men become Hxs eleét.
10. Fteedom of the Will—: .,

The human will is free and self-controlled having power to yield to the
influence of the truth and the Spirit, or to resxst them and pensh
11. Salvation Free—

God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spint
strives with all and whosoever will may come and take the Water of foe

freely.
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12.: Persevetance— : :

. All believers in Christ, wuathrougb grace persevere in holiness to the
end of life, have promise of, eternal salvatxon. ) ; .-
13. Gospel Ordinances— e ] ' D

Baptism, or the immersion of believers in water, and the Lord‘s Supper,
are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel feet washing, an ordinance
teaching humility, of universal obllgatwu and to be administered to all true
helivvers. .
14. The Christian Sabbath—

The divine law requires that one-day-in seven be set apart from secular
employments and amusements, for rest, worshlp, holy works and a&xvmes,
and for personal communion with God. -

15. Resurrection, Judgment, and Final Retrxbutxon—— L

The Scriptures teach the resurre@ion of all met1 at the same tlme. They
that have done good will come forth to the resurre@ion of life and they that
have done evil unto the resurre@ion of damnation : then the wicked will.*‘go
away into the eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” .

CHURCH COVENANT

Havmg given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and adopted the - Word
of God as our rule of faith and pra@tice, we now nge ourselves to one auother
by the will of God in this solemnn covenant? ...

"We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all
appearance of evil, to abstain froin all sinful amusements and unboly con-
formity to the world, from all sanétion of the nse and’ sale of mtoxxcatmg
beverages, and to *'provide things honest in the sight of all men,"’

We agree faithfully to discharge our obliyatious in reference to the study
of the Scnptures, secret praver, family devotiouns, "and social worship ; and by
self- denial, faith and goo! works endeavor *'ta grow in grace and the kuowl-
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” i

We will not ‘orget the assembling of ourselves together for church confer-
ences, public worship, and the observance of the ordinaances of the GOSpel
nor fail to pay according to our ablhty for the support of the church, -of its
poor, and all its benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admomtmu and reproof with meekness, and
“to watch over oune anotler in love, endeavoring to -‘keep the’ unity of the
Spirit” in the bonds of peace, to bz careful of one another’s - happiness.and
reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the aflifted, admon-
ish the erring, and as far as we are able promote .the success of the church
“and of the Gospel.

We will every where hold Christian prmcxple sacre(l and Chrlstlan obhga-
tions and enterprises supreme ; counting it our chief business in life to ex-
tend the influence of Ch-ist in society ; ¢onstautly praying that the Kingdom
of God may come, and His will be done on earth as it i» in Heaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and de-
nominational enterpn:es, the suoport of missions, the success of Sunday
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world, Aud may the
God of peace san&ify us \vholly, and preserve us blameless unto. the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Form of Letter of Dismission

‘  {+ JUSTOT——

This certifies that . ccoreeeceme e ienee seaeee " is a regular member of the
Free Will Baptist Church at e ccevceeees eeee , in good standing as such.
We recommend ....... cooeceeee to the fellowship of God's people, and when we are

informed that.
shall consider

bas united with some other evangelical church, we
regularly dismissed from this church, In behalf of

the Free Will Baptist Church at.. . .

: . : O Pastor.

S _ et veeemmeeeeasans .Clerk,
Form of Church Letter to the Association

"We, the Free Will Baptist Church at . e 560 greetings to
the ministers and messengers composing the Teunnessee River Association. of
the Free Will Baptists, when convened with ocencenicesions ooae . church.  We
send our beloved, to-wit : to sit with you in your

deliberations, and help to transact any legal business that may come before
your honorable Body. The statistics of our church are as follows :

" Received by profession of faith and baptism ... ceee « wneiveeen ;. by letter
enmsaasans saces - ; by experience S ; restored by confession
..... ; dismissed by letter v vnccccces coennenen. § €Xpelleduiionnini;
dead : ; total membexship .. ... . ; contribution

...... . ; number of students in Sunday SChoOlu e eecreconann}
number of classes in Sunday sCHOOLuu i cs coerrenscerssarener meseresinse —

We have eleCted Elder v ceervcvinenens to the pastoral care of our
church for the ensuing year; number of deacons ' ; number of
licentiates ; church property $.... e ; amount
given pastor $..... coeecrciieninncnee ; amount given evange]xst O '
amount given home missions § ; meeting days.... e
pastor. wivien ) ClerKanens e .

Form .of Church Conference

1.—Call church to order.
2.—Call for the peace of the church.
3.—Invite visiting brethren and sisters to seats thh us.
" 4.—An opportunity for reception of members. .
5.—Reading minutes of previous conference,
6.—Call for unfinished business.
7.—Call for new business.
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THE CONSTITUTION

Article 1.—This Association shall be called The Tennessee River Associa-
tion of the Free Will Baptist, and shall be composed of such: consistent, well-
regulated Free Will Baptist churches as shall unite in this compa&, and
agree to this constitution.

Article 2.—The acting members of this Association shall be such as are
chosen by several churches of which the Association is composed, to represent
them in this Associstion, every church being entitled to one delegate, every
church containing fifty members to two delegates, and one additional dele-
gate for every additional twenty five members.

Article 3.—The officers of this Body shall be a moderator, a treasurer,

corresponding and recording secretary, who shall be elected for a term of two

. years, and said election to take place one year prior to their entering upon
the duties of said office.” :

Article 4.—Any regularly organized Free Will Baptist Church, maintain-
ing Gospel order, agreeing with the denomination in doctrines and practices,
and in favor of the bemevolent enterprises, as Sunday schools, missions,
temperance and education, may be received into their Association on applica-
tion, by the vote of the Association to which such application is made or
referred.

Article 5.—This Association shall have power to discipline its churches
for unchristian conduct, a want of conformity to Gospel order, or a violation
of the conditions of this compact, and expell them in case of unsuccessful
.labor; to license and ordain ministers such as give evidence of being qualified
and called of God, by request of churches to which such persons belong; to
settle such questions of discipline and doctrine as the churches may refer to
them, and transact such other business as may be necessary for the benefit of
religion, consistent with the liberty and independence of the churches,
according to the usage of the Free Will Baptist deuomination, and not
repugnant to the regulations of the yearly meeting, with which this Associa-

tion may be connected ; and to make any by-laws necessary to its regulation

not repugnant to this constitution.

Article 6.—The session of this Association shall be on1 the . nconenercenny
when it shall be the duty of all the churches of which it is composed to rep-
resent themselves by letter and delegates,

Article 7.—This constitution may be altered or amended by a vote of any
session of this Association, notice of such intended alteration having been
given in writing at the next previous session of the Association,
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