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Associational Officers and Their Addresses 

Rev. B. H. Southerland, Mode:·ator ____________ Savannah, Tennessee 
Rev. J. B. Harper, Assistant Mod~rat~r. . ~-..:-~----- ___ Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
Bro. \V. W. Berry, Clerk . ., · · Cypress Inn, Tennessee 

Home Mission Board 

Bro. G. J. ,Farrell,. Chairman ;......-'--------'-------'Adarrisville; Tennessee 
'Bro. Anderson )ones, Secretary .. 'Stantbnsville, Tennessee 
Bro. Roy L. Harper, Treasurer Cypress Inn, Tennessee 

Rev. V. H. Gean 
. Associational Pastor 

·;: ,.., , ; ; L-; 
___________________ Waterloo, Alabama 

Examining Committee 
Rev. J. B. Harper, Cypress Inn, Tennessee; Rev. Lige Dickey, Cypress Inn, 

Tennessee; Rev. Elton Cotner, Adamsville, Tennessee 

Officers of Fifth Sunday Meetings 

Rev. L. L. Wilson, Moderator ____________ Adamsville, Tennessee 
Rev. Lige Dickey, Assistant Moderator Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
Bro. R. L. Harper, Clerk Cypress Inn, Tennessee 

Board of Trustees 

Rev. V. H. Gean, Waterloo, Alabama 
Rev. B. H. Southerland, Savannah, Tennessee 

Church· Clerks and Their Addresses 

Harmony-Claude T. Lowery, Leighton, Alabama, Route 1 
Mt. Zion-Mrs. Gladys Jeffreys, Town Creek, Alabama, Route 1, Box 40 
Midway-Lela Hall, Leighton, Alabama, Route 2 · 

Murphey's Chapel-Sister Vernette Ford, Waterloo, Alabama, Route 2 

Second Creek-Mrs. _Vernon Scott, \Vaterloo, Alabama, P. 0. Box 35 
Bumpas Creek-Mrs. Robert Benson, Waterloo, Alabama, Route 1 
Piney Grove-Bro. Frank \Vright, Lutts, Tennessee, Route 1 
Mt. Olivet-Sister Artie Jones 
New Chapel-Sister Irene Robinson, Counce, Tennessee 
Solitude-Mrs. Mary Finley, Adamsville, Tennessee, Route 4 
Meek's Grove-Bro. Austin Kemp, Stantonsville, Tennessee 
Shady Grove-Mrs. Clairce Franks, Olive Hill, Route 2 
Scott's Chapel-Bro. Roy L. Harper, Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
Fairview-Sister Thelma M. Dixon, Iron City, Tennessee, Route 1 
Maple Grove-Miss Fleta Lowery, Madison; Alabama, Route 3 
White's Creek-Mrs. Ora Stricklin, Lutts, Tennessee 
Lutts-Bro. Grady Sinclair, Lutts, Tennessee 
Rayborn Chapel.,--Mrs. Effie Sherrill, Lutts, Tennessee; Route 2 
Liberty-Mrs. \V. E. Horton, Waynesboro, Tennessee, Route .4 



Popular Springs-Unkown · , , 1 

New Pleasant Grove Church, at ·savannah-Yvonn·e \Vilsori, Adamsville, Tennessee 
New Home Church-Mrs. Ethel Davidson;· Henderson, Tennessee, Route 4 
Pleasant Hill-Mrs. Minn'ie''Bell Lamb, Cherokee, Alabama 
McGlamery-Mrs. Arlie Hanback, Collinwood; Tennessee· 

Ordained I\-linisters '. and Addresses 

J. ,v; Phillips, Corinth, Miss:ssippi Nick White, ·Savannah, Tennessee· 
W. C. Jones, Waterloo, Alabama· G: W. Arnold; Unknown 
J. B. Harper, Cypress Inn, Tennes.see L. J. Vandiver, Leighton, Alabama 
V. H. Gean, Waterlo.o, Alabama · · Curtis Bril~y, Town Creek, Al;bama, 
L. L. ,vilson, Adamsville, Tennessee Rt. 1 · 
Dewey, Stults, Cypress Inn, Tennessee· 'Lige, Dickey, Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
L. L. Moore, Mm:ris Chapel, Tennessee J. C. McClanahan; Florence, ,Alabama 
Elton Cotner, Adamsville,. Tennnessee , , Rt. 4 
R. P. Owen, Adamsville, Tennessee __, J. M. Harbin, Cherokee, Alabama, Rt. 1 
B. H. Southerland, Savannah, Tennessee Burlon Jones; Florence, Alabama 

W. M. Briley, Hillsboro, Alabama· Licensed Ministers 
Earnest Wood, Iuka, Mississippi Earl Dickson, Waterloo, Alabama 

P~stor and Assist~t Pastor of Each Church.and Their Addre;s~~ 

Harmony-Rev:. C. C. Kimbrnugh, Phil Campbell, Alabama, Route 1 
Mt,' Zion:....Rev. W. M .. Bdley, Hillsboro, Alabama . , ' 
Midway-Rev. Earl Dickson, Waterloo, Alabama 
Maple Grove-Rev .. C. C. Kimbrough, Phil Campbell, Alabama, Route 1 
Second Creek-Rev. L. L. Wilson, Adamsville, Tennessee 
Murphey's Chapel-Rev. Hollis Southerland, Savannah, Tennessee, and Rev. J. C. 

McClanahan, Florence, Alabama, Route 4, assistant pastor. 
Bumpas Creek-Rev. Nick White, Savannah, Tennessee, and Rev. Earl Dickson, 

Waterloo, Alabama,' assistant pastor. . 
Piney Grove-Rev. Nick White, Savannah, Tennessee 
Mt. Olivet-Unknown· · · 
Popular Springs-Unknown 
New Chapel-Rev. Hollis Southerland, Savannah, Tennessee 
Solitude-Rev. W. M. Briley, Hillsboro, Alabama 
Meek's Grove-Rev. Lige Dickey, Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
Shady Grove-Rev. Elton Cotner, Adamsville, Tennessee 
Scott's Chapel-Rev. J. C. McClanahan, Florence, Alabama, Route 4 
Fairview-Rev. Lige Dickey, Cypress Inn, Tennessee 
White's Creek-Rev. Elton Cotner, Adamsville, Tennessee 
Lutts-
Rayborn Chapel-Rev. Elton Cotner, Adamsville, Tennessee 
Liberty-
New Pleasant Grove at Savannah-Rev. L. L: Wilson, Adamsville, Tennessee, and 

Rev. Lige Dickey, Cypress Inn, Tennessee, assistant pastor. 
New Home:...Rev. B. H. Southerland, Savannah, Tennessee 
Pleasant Hill-Rev. J. M. Harbin, Cherokee, Alabama 
McGlarnery-Rev. B. H. Southerland, Savannah; Tennessee 



PROCEEDINGS. 
Introduction sermon, was delivered by the moderator, Rev. B. :fl. Southerland, 

Savannah, Tennessee. Adjourned to meet at one o'clock. · 

Friday Afternoon Session 

Met according to previous adjournment with singing and Scripture reading by 
Rev. J. B. Harper, reading Psalm 119, and prayer by Rev. V. H. Gean. 

After reading of names of the associational officers, visitors were invited to 
sit with us. 

Reading clerks appointed: Brother Wayford Berry and.Brother Emerald Bailey. 

Finance committee appointed by moderator, Rev. B, H. Southerland: Brother 
George Geans, Brother U. G. Lowery and Rev. Elton Cotner. 

Called for letters from various churches: 

Harmony-By letter and· delegates: Brother Hoyt Fretwell, Sister Rachel Fretwell 
and Brother John H. Lowery. 

Mt. Zion-By letter and delegates: Brother Clarence Jeffreys, Brother Connie Frost 
and Brother Frank Winningham. 

Maple Grove-By letter and delegates: Brother U. G. Lowery and Brother Jake 
Craig. 

Midway Chapel-By letter and delegates: Sister Anna George, Brother Richard 
Poston and Sister Lela Hall. 

Solitude-By letter and delegates: Sister Mary ·weeks, Brother Shannon ,veeks and 
Brother Oddie Hanna. 

Second Creek-By letter and delegates: Brother Billie Hinton and Brother Virgil 
Hinton. 

Murphey's Chapel-By letter and delegates: Brother Clifford Ford and Brother 
Tommie McClannahan. 

Bumpas Creek-By letter and delegates: Brother Jess Scott and Brother Hamp 
Tune. 

Piney Grove-By letter and delegates: Brother Nolie Banks, Brother Ira Gillis and 
Brother Lonzo vVright. 

Mt. Olivet-By lett€r and delegates: Brother Dallas Jones and Sister Cloteel Jones. 

New Chapel-By letter and delegates: Brother George McKinney, Sister Grace 
.1\lcKinney and Sister Ruth Phillips. 

Scott's Chapel-By letter and delegates: Brother Thurman Stults and Brother Roy 
Brewer. 

Shady Grove-By letter and delegates: Brother Bud Hubbard, Sister Sarah Sheppard 
and Sister Rosalee Clay. · 

Meek's Grove-By letter and delegates: Brother Austin Kemp and Brother Vandiver. 
White's Creek-By letter and delegates: Brother Eldredge Wea_therford and Brother 

Leroy' Thompson. 
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Popular' Springs.C..:By· letter and 'delegates: Brother E. B. Smith arid· Bro.ther Bob 
.. Jaslin.. . 

Fairview.:.By letter a~d 'delegate: Brother Emerald, Bailey. 
Li.iiis...::13y l~t~er and' delegate:. B~other John: C. Warrington.. : 

Raybom's Chapel,-By letter and delegates: Brother Thomas ·Earl Reathiford and 
,_Sist~r Myrtle Bratcher. 

Liberty-By letter and delegate: Brother·Bill Horton. 
New Pleasant Grove at ,Savannah-By letter and delegate: Brother Henry Scott. 
New·Home-By·letter and delegates·: Brother Joe·Carner and Brother Brooks Burk-

head. ' · · ·· 

Pleasant Hill.:....By letter·and delegate: Brother J. M. Harbin. 
McGlamery-By letter and delegates: Brother Edgar Robertson and Brother Ar-

· ·nett Butler. Petitionary letter. ' . 

Ap11ointing of, Various ,Committees 

General Business-Rev. W. M. Bril~y, Rev. J. B. Harper, Rev. Nick White, Rev. 
J. _C. Mc:Clanahan and Rev. V. H .. Gean. Appointed by Rev. B. H .. Souther-

.land,' moderato~. · . 

Sunday School-Brother. George McKinney, Sister Grace McKinney and Sister Mat­
. tie' .Ruth Phillips. Appointed by Rev. J. W. Phillips. 

Educational-Brother Edgar- Robinson, Brother Ira Gillis, Brother John H. Low­
rey, .B-~other J. C. Frost and Brother Lonzo Wright. Appointed by Rev. B. 
H. Southerland. 

Temperance-Rev. Earl Dickson; Brother Dciyle Michael, Reverend J. M. Harbin, 
Brother John Warrington and Brother G. J. Farrell. 

Obituary-:-Brother Oddie Hanna, Brother Brooks Burkhead, Brother Virgil· Hinton, 
Brother Frank Winningham and Brother Jess Scott. 

Resolution of.Thanks-Brother Jake Craig, Brother James H. Vandiver and Brother 
Anderson Jones. . 

Benevolence-Brother Alf Layton, Brother Herbert Clay, Brother Clarence Strick­
land, Brother Alfred Austin. and Brother Arlis Garner .. • 
Business adjmirn~d until Saturday. mor~ing at eight-thirty o'clock. 

Friday. Evening 

Friday night's ~ervice opened with singing 'and prayer by R~v. Dewey Stults 
and Rev. L. i.. Moore.· 'Preaching by' Rev. W. M. Briley and Rev,·v. H. Gean._ 

, · Saturday Morning Session 

Met according to previous adjournment by singing and Scdpture reading by 
Rev. Curtis Briley, reading 1 . Corinthians,. 8th chapter, followed with prayer by 
Rev. J. B. Harper and Rev. James H. Vandiver .. 

. . . ,_· ·, ' ·,. ·- ,' ... : '•.·· :, -··.' .. 
, . General Business . Report 

:we; you'r committee on g·eneral business, recommend that' each church serid 
$25.00 or more to the home missiom( board. ·we also' ·recommend that it be 
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sent in by the first of 'the year. \Ve recommend that each preacher pay the tenth 
out of money he r'eceives for ministerial work to home missio~s board. We. also 
recommend that it be paid quarterly. We recommend that we continue the 
election of an associational pastor each year and that we get behind him with 
our finance and with our prayers. \Ve recommend that any that is recommended 
by his church to preach, be licensed for twelve· months, then if his church further 
recommends him to the ordaining council at the end of twelve months, arid if he 
is qualified, that he be ordained as a minister. 

We recommend that deacons to be ordained be appointed for one year, then 
be recommended to the ordaining council for ordination. We also recommend 
that they be granted a certificate of ordination when ordained. 

\Ve recommend that we retain an examining committee and place their names 
in. the minutes. 

\Ve also recommend that any ordained minister with a quorum organize 
churches as he sees fit by the authority of the Tennessee River Association. 

We recommend that each church gets its letter in the association on Friday. 

'We also recommend that officers of the fifth Sunday meeting b'e' elected, and 
the meeting place of each fifth Sunday meeting, at the last fifth Sunday meeting 
before the association. 

We also· recommend that. we pay our fifth Sunday meeting clerk $25.00 for 
service and pay him out of the home mission treasury. · 

Rev. J. C. Mcclanahan, Chairman 
Report adopted. 

Sunday School Committee 

\Ve, your committee on Sunday schools, beg to submit the following: 

\Ve have 19 churches 'with an enrollment of 1,048 and the average of 55 
regular attendance. \Ve have 4 churches without Sunday schools. 

We recommend these churches to organize a Sunday school, if possible. 

We recommend that pastors and deacons of each church encourage the Sun­
day school. 

We recommend that the parents go 'to Sunday school and carry their children 
that they might be more attentive to the Word of God. · 

\Ve recommend that leaders of the Sunday school be true Christians, in­
viting everyone to attend and encourage the young people. We should pray ear­
nestly for the upbuilding of our churches and Sunday schools, and encourage the 
uplifting of God's Kingdom while in this world. 

Brother George McKinney, Chairman 
Report adopted. 

· Educational Committee 

We, your committee on education, wish to ~ecommend the following: 

We suggest that parents and leaders in our churches .and homes study the 
Bible . and Christian literature more, so they will be . more l?repared to teach in 
our Sunday schools and Christian worship. 
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vVe recommend that parents visit our schools more often and co-operate with 
the teachers as long as it is not against the teaching of the Bible and stand 
against that which is wrong. 

We find the Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth." 

Brother John H. Lowery, Chairman 
Report adopted. 

Temperance Committee 

We submit the following: We find the word temperance in regard to such 
things as beer, wine and whiskey to mean total abstinence. 

vVe should be temperate at home, at church and at business. We find the 
Bible says in 1 Corinthians 9:25, "And .every man that striveth for the mastery 
is temperate in all things." vVe find temperance, added to the things that are 
unto godliness, in 2 Peter 1:5, 6: "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience godliness." 

Let us be willing to study the many other Scriptures which teach temperance. 

Rev. Earl Dixon, Chairman 
Report adopted. 

Obituary Committee 
\Ve, your commitee on obituaries, beg leave to report with sadness that death 

has taken eight of our members since the last association. White's Creek-I, 
Oveda Strickland; Popular Springs-I, Brother John Arnold; New Home-2, Brother 
Ben Coupples and Sister M. E. Crouse; Midway Church-I, Brother Lilbern Kidd; 
New Chapel-I, Mrs. Fannie Pyron; Piney Grove-I, Mrs. Sarah Jane Horton; 
Rayborn Chapel-I, Brother Tom Stricklin. 

\Ve pray our loss is heaven's gain. 

Brother Frank Winningham, Chairman 
Report adopted. 

Report of Benevolence 

\Ve, your committee on benevolence, recommend that each church give liber­
ally to the support of each church, according to ability, and also, to the support of 
orphans. According to Scripture, visit widows and orphans in thek affiictions, and 
keep yourself unspotted from the world. This is undefiled religion before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Report adopted. 

Brother Alfred Austin, Chairman 

Clerk's Report 
Received 

Amount Paid in by Churches _______ $111.84 
Turned in by Clerk Last Year ____ 1.30 
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, Total Received -,-------------$113.14 

Disbursed 
Printing Minutes --------------~~----$ 82.00 

. Paid Clerk•·-------------- 25.00 · 
2.46' Mailing Expenses __________ _ 

Total Paid Out _____________ 109.46 

Balance in Treasury _____________ $ 3.68 

Report . accepted. 

Rev.' L. 'L. \Vilson, Clerk 
Adamsville, Tennessee 

Report of Home · Mission Board . 
Amount Brought ·Forward ----------$· 98.75 
Harmony ________________________ _ 
Mt: Zion ________________________ _ 
Midway ________________________ _ 

Murphey's Chapel -~--------~- --~----­----------
Second Creek 
Bumpas Creek _______________________ _ 

Piney Grove 
Mt. Olivet 
New.Chapel ---------------~-------­
Solitude 
Meek's Chapel ·-----------~-----~-----­
Shady .. Grove 
Scott's Chapel 
Fairview 
Maple Grove ---------------------~-­
White's Creek 
Lutts 
Rayborn Chapel 
Liberty ----------------
Poplar Springs . ---------,--,-------'-------­
New Pleasant Grove. at Savannah 
New Home 
·Pleasant. Hill 
McGlamery ----------------------~-~­
Freewill Offering for. Children's Home·--------------

Total Paid In 
Total Paid Out 

None 
··25,00 
10.25 
35.00 
32.00 
None 
25.65 
None 
35.00 
35.00 
35.00 
21.15 
35.00 
35.00 
25.00 
None 
25.00 
11.00 
None 

- None 
35.00 
16.78 

, None 
None 
10.00 

$545.58 
536.65 

Balance ~--------~~-----------$ 8.93 
With Agreement- with the Associational Pastor; Paid· ~Ii Tent ____ $315.20 
Amount Paid Associational Pastor ______ 160.00 
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Amount Paid Fifth' Sunday Meeting Clerk ___________ 25.00 
Amount Sent to •Children's Home 10.00 
Amount Paid for' Piano Covering -------'---'--------'-- 16.45 
Amount Paid for Treasurer Fee .. 10.00 

Total. Paid Out ____________________ .$536.65 

Roy L. Harper, Treasurer 
Cypress Inn, Tennessee 

Report adopted. 

Finance Com_mittee Report 

Harmony ~--------------------$ 5.00 
Mt. Zion 
t.Iidway Chapel 
Scl:tud~ 
Second C:e~k ______________________ _ 

Maple Grove 
Murphey's Chapel •--~--------~'--~------~ 
Bumpas Creek 
Piney Grove -------------------------------
New Chapel ___ _ 
Scott's Chapel ________________________________________ _ 

Shady Grove 
Meek's Grove 
White's Creek 
Poplar ,Springs --------~-------------~ 
Fairview 
Lutts 
Rayborn Chapel 
Liberty 
New Pleasant Grove at Savannah 
New Home 
Pleasant Hill 
McGlamery 
Mt. Olivet 

7,25: 
4.00 
7.00 
4.00 
5.25 
6.00 
6.50 

. 4.85 
15.15 
-8.55 
4.00 

.5.05 
4:00 
5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.60 
3.00 

-7.81 
6.00 
2;00 
4.20 
3.50 

Total -------------- ---------$'127.71 
Re~. Elt,'ori Cotne.r, Cbai~an 

Report adopted. 
. . . . 

·.• '•, ... 
Ordained . Ministers and Their Reports . 

Rev. \V. M. Briley-Pastored 2 churches, held 2 revivals/-received in church· 
4, held 2 communion services, held 1 conference, held. 3 funerals, •preached 100 
sermons, received $696.40, expenses unknown, mileage unknown, assisted in 2 re-
vivals. , , .. • •. · . , ,, .. '. ' · .1. ,,.. , " 

.Rev. J. W .. Phillips-Verbal.. ; 
Rev. L. J. Vandiver-Absent.' ,J.,· 
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Rev. V. H. Gean-Pastored 1 church half-time, received in church 1, baptized 
1, held I communion service, held 1 conference, conducted 2 revivals and assisted 
in 1, conducted 4 funerals and assisted in 2, money. received $319.04. 

Rev. W. C. Jones-Absent. 

Re~. Elton Cotner-Pastored 3 churches, held 3 revivals and assisted in 1, 
held 3 communion services, held 4 conferences, conducted 2 funerals, preached 81 
sermons, money received $463.56, expense unknown, miles traveled unknown. 

Rev. L. L. Moore-Verbal. 

Rev. J. C. McClanahan-Organized I church, pastored 1 church, conducted 
5 revivals, received in church 2, baptized 2, conducted I communion service and 
I conference, offering, $113.67, received from home mission board $160.00, for 
pastoral work $98.16, total received $371.83. 

Rev. G. W. Arnold-Absent. 

Rev. J. B. Harper-Pastored 3 churches, conducted 3 revivals and assisted in 
two· revivals, held 2 communion services, held 2 conferences, money received 
$1,255.03, expenses unknown, paid to church which pastored $145.31, paid home 
church and other causes $50.60 . 

.. Rev. Dewey Stults-Verbal. 
Rev. Ernest Wood-Verbal. 

Rev. R. P. Owen-Absent. 

Rev. L. L. Wilson-Pastored 3 churches, conducted 3 revivals, held 4 confer­
ences, conducted 3 communion services, assisted in 2 communion services, con­
ducted 2 funerals, received in church 8, baptized 1, money received $641.78, 
preached 118 sermons, traveled 6,711 miles to and from services, expenses un­
known. 

Rev. B. H. Southe:rland-Pastored 3 churches, pastored 1 church half-time, 
conducted 3 revivals, assisted in 6 revivals, received 29 in church, baptized 15, 
conducted 3 communion services, conducted 2 confer~nces, conducted 3 funerals, 
assisted in I funeral, money received $1,543.47, miles traveled unknown, expenses 
unknown. 

Rev. Curtis Briley-Verbal. 

Rev. Nick White.:..Pastored 3 churches, held 4 revivals, assisted in 1 revival, 
witnessed 3 conversions, baptized 1, received in church 7, held 1 funeral, held 
3 communion services, money. received $394.57. 

Rev. Lige Dickey-Verbal. 
Rev. Burlon Jones-Pastored 1 church, held 1 revival, held. 1 conference, held 

I communion service, preached 37 se.rmons, niiles trav~led 2,521, money received 
$71.80, expenses unknown. 

Rev. J. M. Harbin-Verbal. 

Licensed Minister's Report 

Rev. Earl Dixon-Assistant pastor of 1 church, assisted in -2 revivals, bap­
tized 8, money received $126.23, expense unknown. 



Moved' to elect associational pastor. Elected Rev. V. H. Gean, Waterloo, 
Alabama. 

Officers of the fifth Sunday meeting were elected at the last fifth Sunday meet­
ing before the association. They are as follows: Rev. L. L. Wilson, moderator; Rev. 
Lige Dickey, assistant moderator; Brother Roy L. Harper, clerk. 

Re-~lected Rev. B. H., S01,1therland, moderator; Rev. J. B. Harper, assistant 
moderator; elected Brother W. vV. Berry, clerk. They hold office for two years. 

Minutes of fifth Sunday meetings were read by clerk, Brother Roy L. Harper, 
and turned in to go in the minute of the association. 

Elected home mission board: Brother J. G. Farrell, re-elected Brother Art­
derson Jones and Brother- Roy L. Harper. 

It was passed by the body for the trustees to investigate sotile property near 
Dyersburg, Tennessee, to see if it legally belongs to the Tennessee River Associa­
tion. 

Adjourned the business session for a few minutes rest. 

Rev. Burlon Jones and Rev. L. L. Moore brought the Saturday morning mes­
sages at the 11 o'clock hour. 

Saturday Afternoon Session 

Met according to previous adjournment by singing and Scripture reading by 
Rev. J. C. McClanahan, reading 1 Corinthians, 13th chapter, and prayer by Rev. 
M. J?. Seago. 

Moderator of fifth Sunday meeting, Rev. L. L. Wilson, took charge of the 
presbyterial session. 

Move and second to retain the same examining committee. In the absence 
of Rev. Lige Dickey, Rev. V. H. Gean was appointed to serve in his place. They 
examined one man to be ordained for a deacon. The committee made their re­
port. They found Brother Daulton Bratcher to be qualified for a deacon. Rev. 
J. C. McClanahan read the qualifications and duties of a deacon. 

Ministers' Cards Granted: Revs. J. W. Phillips, W. C,' Jones (card held), J. B. 
Harper, B. H. Southerland, L. L. Wilson, Dewey Stults, L. L. Moore, Elton Cot­
ner, R. P. Owen, V. H. Gean, W. M. Briley, Curtis Briley, Nick White, J. C. Mc­
Clanahan, Lige Dickey, J. M.' Harbin, Burlon Jones, L. J. Vandiver, George Ar­
nold and Ernest Wood. 

The next association will convene with Murphey's Chapel Church, about 
one-half mile east of highway 69, North Alabama, on Friday before, the third 
Sunday in September, 1956, at 11 o'clock. 

Fifth Sunday Meetings for the Ensuing Year 

The committee appointed to place fifth Sunday meetings were: Rev. L. L. 
Moore, Brother Ben Brown, Brother Anderson Jones, Brother Wayford Berry and 
Brother Roy L. Harper. 

Their Decisions are as follows: 

I-October, 1955 -------------------- Meek's Grove 
2-January, 1956 Scott's Chapel 
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.S~April, 1956 New,Chapel 
·4-July, 1956 _______________________ Fairview 

Adjourned unt_il Saturday night. 

-Saturday _Night Service· 
Opened with" singing and. prayer by Rev: Lige Dickey. Rev. Elton· Cotner 

conducted a devotional service, then "the service' was turned over to Rev. Dewey 
Stults, followed by Rev. J. C. McClariahan, bringing some good messages. • 

Resolution of Thanks 
. . 

We, your committee, beg leave to· report to this. body as assembled together, 
and to express "our heartfelt thanks fo~ your hospitality and your love for God 
that has taught you to sacrifice for our corrifoit. 

May the grace ~f God and the c~m~union of the, Holy Spirit abide· vyith 
us forever. If we never meet again ~n earth, ·may we meet in heaven in _one 
eternal gathering together. 

Brother J a~es H. Vandiv~r, Chairman 

Sunday Morning Session 
Opened with singing and prayer by Brother Clifford Ford, preaching by Rev. 

J. B. Harper and Rev. Earl Dixon, reading 2nd chapter of 1 Corinthians. The 
association closed with an old-time._ hand shake and. everybody happy. 

Minutes of the f_ifth Sunday ._Meeting 
AT BUMPAS CREEK CHURCH, OCTOBER, 1954· 

· · Saturday Morning Service 

Opened with singing and pr;yer by Brothers Edwin ·Smith,, B .. H. Southers 
lancl and J. M. Harbin. The opening messag~ vyas delivered- by. Brother Nick 
White, reading Deuteronomy 8, followed by Brother Lige Dickey, taking up the 
subject "Chastising." Services were closed with an old-fashioned hand shake. · . . . . . . 

Dismissed by. Brother Floyd Michael. 

· ' Saturday Afternoon Service . ' 

Called together by· singing and prayer by Brother Edwin and Brother Ben 
_Brown. . Preaching by Brother L. L. Moore, reading a part of the 4th chapter 
of Timothy, bring ·a wonderful mess~ge. . . . . . . . 

G~i~g into the business s~ssi~~ we h~d 11 ~hurches represented ."with 6 dea-
cons and 9 preachers present. · · 

Called for unfinished busi~ess: :A committee ~as appoint~d ~t the association to 
visit. Brother Earnest. Wood and report·-·at the, fifth· Sunday meeting. , The :com­
mittee. recommended that he be .granted• a . .card ... A, move was ·made by' Brother 
J. M. Harbin and seconded by· Brother B. H. Southerland, to- grant him a-.card. 
The committee was released . 

. Ne~ business: A committee was appointed as follows to arrange a program 
for the fifth S_unday meetings: Rev. B. H. Southerland, Brother A., C. Lay,ton. ancl 



Brother Ben Brown. Nothing more came .before. the .body so, the. business session 
closed by a move and second.· · 

Dismis~ed, by Brother_]. M,, Harbin ... 

. Saturday Night Service . 
Calle<l' t~gether ~ith singing and prayer· by Br~ther Elton Cotn~r and Brother 

J. C .. McClaiiaha~ .. Preaching by. Broth~r J. B·.· Harper, reading 1,uk~. 6:21-31 
and using the 'subject; "Hi.ingry to Walk Side by Side'," This wa~ followed' witli'.'a 
message by' Brother_ L. L. Wilson, reading Isaiah 55 and bringing'• a 'Yonderf4l 
mess:ige. 

Dismissed by Brother G. J. Farrell. 

Sunday Morning· Service· 

Call~d together with singing· a'~d p;ayer by B~oth~r Charlie _Robbins and 
Brother V .. H. Gean .. Preaching by_' Brother B. H. Southerland, reading Revela­
tion 21:7-27 a~d bringing a wo~derful .mess~ge. Closing wit!~ a~ old~time hand 
shake. ·· · · · · · · · · 

Dismissed by Brother G. J. Farrell.· 

Sunday· Afternoon Service 

Called together with singing and. prayer by Brotper Wayford Berry. Some 
short talks· we~e made by .the remaining preachers present: Brother J. C. McClan­
ahan and four visiting ministers: Brother Edwin Smith, Brother Hilf Brother 
Lonnie Bishop and Brother Evans. Brother J. M. Harbin then anno~n'\:ed Broth: 
er Earl Dixon; _who· announced himself as a young minister and gave a good talk. 

Dismissed by' B~other Lonnie Bishop .. ' ' . : 
- , .. ' . ' . ' 

Rev; L .. L., Wilson, .Moderator, Adamsville, Tenn. 
Rev. V; H. Gean, ·Assistant Moderator, Waterloo, Ala. 
Roy L. Harper, Clerk, Cypress Inn, Tenn. 

Minutes of th~:;•Fif.th. Su.nday. Meeting 
' .· : AT: NE'\1/ HOME. C:EIURCH, JANUARY;· 1955'. 
. , - . . . . ,· - . 

Saturday Morning Service 

Opened with singing and prayer by Brother L. L. Moore. The opening mes­
sage was delivered by Brotliei' 1L:L. Wilson, reading Psalm 50:14-23, followed 
with a message by Brother. Earl Dixon; reading Ezekiel. 7. • 

Dismissed ·bY· Brother Elton Cotner. .., · · ·· 

Sa~rday A,ft1:~on S~i:vfce. 
Called together with singing and prayer. by ~rother :El_ol?b.ins. Spripture read­

ing by Brother L. L. Moore, reading Ezekiel 33:1~9. · ·Preaching by Brother Lige 
Dickey, bringing a short message; followed with· h niessage by Brother Elton Cot-
ner. ... '. '~ ; 

The business session was called lto- order by ,the moderator with 9 churches 



rnpresented: and 7 preachers and 3 .deacons present. The minutes .of the last 
meeting were read. There was no unfinished business. 

New business: A committee was appointed to arrange a program for the next 
fifth Sunday meeting with the following put on the program: Rev. L. L. Wilson, 
Brother G. J. Ferrall and Roy· L. Harper. ·A le-tter from Murphy's Chapel Church 
recommended that Brother · Earl Dixon be licensed to preach. A letter from 
New H.ome Church requesting that-Brother W. E. Smith be granted credentials 
to preach. Brother Smjth not being present, action was de_layed to a later hour. 
The examining committee examined Brother Earl Dixon and made their report 
that they found him qualified. He was granted license for 12 months. Brother 
B. N. Southerland made a statement that• Brother ·Eargon Warren requested that 
the body drop his name from its list. A committee was appointed to contact 
Brother Warren, in person or' by mail, and report at the next fifth Sunday meet­
ing. The committee was composed -of the following: Brother V. H. Gean, Brother 
;Elton Cotner and Brother J. B. Harper. Nothing more came before the body so 
the business closed by a move· and second. · 

Dismissed by Brother Anderson Jones. 

Saturday Night Service 

Called together with singing and prayer by Brother Lonnie Bishop. Preach­
ing by Brother L. L. 'Moore and· Brother V. H. Geans, Scripture taken from Mat­
thew 16:13-21. 

The business session was called together again on Saturday night to deal with 
Brother W. E. Smith. The examining committee examined Brother Smith and 
reported that it would not recommend him to the body. A move was made by 
Brother V. H. Gean, and· seconded by Brother Brooks Burkhead, that the body 
drop this discussion at this time. The business session closed by a move and 
second. 

, Sunday Mo_m/ng Service. 

Opened with singing an'd prayer by Roy L. Harper. Devotio'ns were conduct~ 
ed by Brother Nick White, followed with preaching by Brother J. B. Harper, read­
ing a part of Matthew 19, beginning with the 16th verse and using the thought 
"A Great God." 

. Sunday Afternoon Service 

Called together with· singing and prayer by Brother Fry. Preaching was by 
Brother B. N. Southerland, reading John 19:1-15 and using for a thought "Be­
hold the Man," bringing a wonderful message. Short talks were made by Brother 
Wilson and Brother Edwin Smith; closing with an old-time hand shake. 

Dismissed by Brother Lonnie Bis~CJp. 

Rev. L. L. Wilson, _Moderator, Adamsville, Tenn. 

Rev. V. H. Gean; Assistant Moderator, Waterloo, Ala. 

Roy L. Harper, Clerk, Cypress· Inn, Tenn. 
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Minutes of the Fifth Sunday Meeting· 
AT PLEASANT HILL CHURCH, MAY, 1955 

. Saturday Morning Servi~e 

Opened with singing and prayer by Brother Floyd Michael. Opening mes­
.sage was delivered by Brother L. L. Moore, .reading -a part of the $rd chapter of 
·Genesis, bringing a good message. Brnther Floyd Michael. also gave a short talk. 

Dismissed by Brother Anderson Jones. 

Saturday Afternoon Service 

Called together with singing and prayer by Brother Emerald Bailey. Scripture 
reading by Brother Burlon Jones, taken from Galatians 3, followed with preach­
ing by Brother Earnest Wood and Brother Edwin Smith, using as thefr subject 
"Prayer" and bringing wonderful messages. 

Business session was called to order by the moderator, Brother L. L. \Vilson, 
with 12 churches represented, also 4 deacons, 10 preachers and 2 visiting preachers 
_present. 

Unfinished business: The committee that was to contact Brother Eargon War-
.ren, not being present, this was put off until a_ later date. · ' 

New business: A committee as follows was appointed to arrange a program 
for the next fifth Sunday meeting: Rev.,L. L. Wilson, Brother Anderson Jones 
and Brother Wayford Berry. The business session closed with a move and second. 

A freewill offe~ing was taken on Sunday• for the. tent top, ~ece1ving $48.00, 
which was appreciated. 

Saturday Night Service 

Called together with singing and prayer by Brother Hill and Sister Maxine 
Smith. Preaching by Brother Earl Dixon and Brother J. C. McClanahan, having 
.a good service. 

Dismissed by Brother George McKinney. 

Sunday Morning Service 

Opened with singing and prayer by Brother Curtis Briley and Brother Earl 
Dixon. Preaching by Brother B. H. Southerland, reading Philippians 2:1-15 and 
using the subject "Reverence God." Following this Brother Lige Dickey brought 
a message, using as his subject "Obedience.''. Closed with an old-time hand shake; 
having a wonderful service. 

Dismissed by Brother L. D. Evens. • 

Sunday Afte~oon Seryice 

Called together with singing. and 'prayer by Sister Ida McClanahan. Devo­
tions were. conducted by Brother · J. W. Phillips. Short talks were made by the 
following: Brother Massengill;, Brother L. D. Evens, Brother Lonnie Bishop, Broth-· 
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er Ag~s and_ ~.rother Hill, all _being visiting preacher~. ·closed with an old~time 
hand _sh~ke·_. ..... : · · ~ ·' ~ -~ · ·: · · :- ·: .: · 

Rev, L. L. _ Wilson; Modt,Jrator, Adamsville, Tenn. 

Rev. V. H. Gean, Assistant Moderator, Waterloo, Ala. 
Roy L. Harper, ·Clerk;. Cypress Inn, Tenn. 

Minutes of the· Fifth Sunday Meeting 
AT SECOND CREEK CHURCH, JULY; 1955 

Saturday Morning Service 

.Opened with singing· and· prayer by Brother Emerald Bailey. Opening mes­
sage was delivered by Brother Burlon Jones;: reading Romans 5:16-21 and using 
for a subject "Sin." This was followed with a short talk by Brother J. W. Phil-
~L . . 

Dismissed by Brother. Lige Dickey. 

. . Saturday' Afternoon Service 

Called together with singing and prayer by Brother J. C. McClanahan. 
Preaching by Brother J.''M; Harbin, reading·Gene"sis 4:3 and a part of Revelation 
20, using the subject "Rejection ~{ God." ' . . . . 

:The business session was -called to- order' by the moderator with 12 churches 
represented : and 9 preachers and 5 deacons present.· The rtiim.ites of the last 
meeting were read. • ' · · 

Unfinished business: The committee reported they had contacted Brother 
Eargon Warren by mail but didn't think anything could be done until the associ­
ation met. A move was made by Brother B. H. Southerland, and seconded by 
Brother J. M. Harbin, that this be ·taken care· of ut ·the association. 

New business: A committee was appointed-as.follows to •place the fifth •Sunday 
meetings for the next year: Rev. L. L. Moore, Brother Ben Brown, Brother Ander­
son Jones, Brother Wayford Berry and Brother Roy L. Harper. The fifth· Sunday • 
meetings will meet as follows: October,, 1955, Mee.k's Grove Church; January, 
1956, Scott's Chapel Church; April, 1956, N~w Chapel Church; July, 1956, Fair 
View Church. 

A committee was app_ointed as follows to arrange a program for. the. next fifth 
Sunday meeUn_g:. Rev: J., C.: McClanahan, Brother Ben Brown and Roy L. Harper. 

Officers were elected for the new year as follows: Rev. L. L. Wilson; Adams'­
ville, Tennessee,· moderator;· Rev. Lige· Dickey, Cypress Inn,- Tennessee, assistant 
moderator; Roy L. Harper, Cypress Inn, Tennessee, clerk. 

The business session closed with a move arid .second. • 

Dismissed by Brother Ben Brown. 
,, . /; • ,;: • i · .. '. / ,· ··:, •• : .. 

,.,,, , ... _Satu~clay _l'Jight _Service... _.: ,. . , 

Called together with singing and prayer by ·Brother Earl Dixon •and Brother 
L. L. Moore.,. Preaching.by Brother V. •H .. Gean,•reading· Exodi1s· 20 and:using·for 

16 



a text "And I give unto them titernal life; and they, shaH I1tiver perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my-hand" (Johh· 10:'28): He brought a wonderful mes­
sag~. 

Sunday Morning Servi~e · 

Called together with singlng an'd . prayer by Sister Ida . McClanahan and 
Brother Homer Scott: Preaching by Brother J. C. McClanahan, 'reading Hebrews 
11 and u~ing as his subject "Using Faith," · He brought a wonderful message .. 
Closed with an old-time hand shake. . ' -

Dismissed by Brother Messengill. 

Sunday Afternoon Service 

Called together· with singing and prayer by Brother Ed\Vin Smith. Preaching 
by Brother Earl Dixon, reading Romans 

0

6, followed by Brother L. L. Wilson; 
having a good service. Closed ·with an old-time hand shake. 

Dismissed by . Brother James Price. 

Rev. L. L. Wilson, Moderator, .Adamsville, Tenn. . . 
Rev. V. H .. Gean, Assistant .Moderator, Waterloo, Ala. 

· Roy ·L. Harper, Clerk, Cypr{lss Inn, Tenn. 

FORM OF CHURCH.CONFERENCE 
· 1-:-Call church to order, -. 
2-Call for peace of the church. 
3-lnvite visiting brethren and· sisters fo take seats with tis. 
4-An opporh;,nity to reception ·of members. 

· -5-Reading minutes of previo~s conferences. 
5.:..call for unfinished business. · 
7..:.:call for new busi~ess: . 

17 



The Con_stitution 
Article 1. This association shall be called the Tennessee River Association of 

Free ,vm Baptists, and shall. be. composed of such. consistent, well regulated Free 
Will _Baptist churches as shail unite in this compact, and agree to this constitution. 

Article 2. The acting members of this association shall be such as are. chosen 
by several churches of which the association is composed, to represent them hi 
this association, every church being entitled to one delegate, every church con­
taining fifty members to two delegates, and one additional delegate for every ad­
ditional twenty-five members. 

Article 3. The officers of this .body shall be· a moderator, a treasurer, cor­
responding and recording secretary, who shall be elected for a term of two years, 
and said election to take place one year prior to their entering upon the duties of 
said office. · 

Article 4. Any regular organized Free Will Baptist Church, maintaining 
gospel order, agreeing with the denomination in doctrine and practices, and in 
favor of the benevolent ·enterprise, as Sunday schools, missions, temperance and 
education, may be received into their association on application, by the vote of 
the association to which such application is made or referred. 

Article 5. This association shall have power to discipline its churches for 
unchristian conduct, a want of· conformity to· gospel order, or a violation of the 
conditions of the compact, and expel them in case of uns~ccessful labor; to license 
and ordain ministers such as give evidence of being qualified and · called of God, 
by request of churches to which su~h persons belong; to settle such questions of 
discipline and doctrine as the churches may refer to them and transact such other 
business as may be necessary for the _benefit of religion, consistent with liberty and 
independence of the churches, according to the usage of the Free Will Baptist 
denomination, and not repugnant to the regulations of the yearly meeting with 
which this association may be connected; and to make bylaws necessary to its 
regulations not repugnant to this constitution. 

Article 6. The session of this association shall be on the ________ _ 
when it shall be the duty of all churches of which it is composed to represent 
themselves by letter and delegates. 

Article 7. This constitution may be altered or amended by a vote of any 
session of this association, notice of such intended alteration having been given 
in. writing at the next previous session of association. 

Bylaws 
1. The clerk and as~istant clerk, or in their absence, the senior minister in 

years, should call the association into conference, and if a quorum· is present, the 
moderator, or in his absence, ·the assistant moderator, shall take charge, and if 
neither of them is present the senior ·member in years shall act as moderator. 

2. All persons declared by a committee on credentials to be duly entitled to a 
seat in this association are hereby made· constituted members of this body and are 
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authorized to act in all respects according .- to, the provisions of constitution and 
bylaws under which this -association is organized. · 

3. It shall be the duty of every body_ belonging to this association to send a 
letter to the annual session of. this association; reporting to the same its spiritual 
condition, benevolent work and its statistics.· Any body which belongs to this 
association, which fails to report for.two successive sessions, may be dismissed from 
the association _by a two-thirds vote of all members present. · 

. 4. Each meeting shall be opened by reading a portion of the Bible. and by 
prayer, f1Ild shall be closed by prayer. · 

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present, a ruling of the m_oderator 
can be overruled. 

6. This association may correspond by messengers or otherwise with other 
religious bodies. 

7. The association shall sit with open, doors, except when it shall go into 
committee of the whole. 

8. Any person not a member of this association may be allowed to take part 
in its discussions by obtaining permission from the, moderator. 

, 9. It shall be the duty of this association to be present at the time appointed 
for· each meeting, and anyone wishing to retire shall first obtain leave of the 
moderator. 

10. No member shall absent himself from the association during its meeting 
without first obtaining permission from the moderator. · 

11. No person shall be allowed to· nominate more than one member of any 
committee, provided the' person nominated he ele.cted. · · · · · 

12. The moderator shall not allow discussion when not carried on in· Christian 
spirit or when he thinks it wiU cause "di_scord or divi;ion. . . . . 

13. The "yeas" and "nays" may be taken on any question by 'request of 
one-fifth of the members present. 

14. No member of this association shall be allowed to -speak more than ten 
minutes, nor twice on the same subject without permission of the ·moderator. 

15. It shall be the duty of the moderator to seat the. delegates in 'a body in 
a designated section of the ass.embly room at the beginning. of each business ses-
sion. . 

16. These bylaws may' be ait~r~d ~r amended at .any· regular or adjourned 
session of this .associatio_n by a t"'6-i:hirds vote of the •members present. 

Articles of Faith 
1. The Bible-The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments-were given by 

inspiration of _God, and are our infallible rule of faith and practice. , 

2. God-There is one living· and true God, revealed in nature as a Creator1 

Preserver, and righteous Governor of the universe; and in the Scripture~ as Father, 
Son· and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all intelli• 
gent creatures are supremely to love, adore an'd obey. 
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1.: · 3,· Christ-Christ •is manifest• in ·the ,flesh;•,in His, divirie nature truly- God, in 
His human nature truly man. The Mediator between· God 1ancl. man;· once cruci­
fied, He,is-now-risen and glorified, .and .is. our ever-present Saviour.:· 

4 .. The Holy Spirit-The Scriptures assign to 'the Holy Spirit' all the attributes 
of God .. ·He is the Reprover, Comforter,· Guide and Sanctifier· ·of men. 

'5. The· Government of God-_God exercises 'wise· and bene;ol~nt providence 
over all beings by maintaining the 'constitution ·and laws of nature.· He' also per­
forms ·special acts of grace, ·not otherwise provided f~r; as the•highest-welfare of 
man requires. 

· 6. ·The· Sinfulness" of Man-Man w~s created. innocent; but by disobedience 
fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity therefore, inherit a fallen 
nature of such tendencies that all who come to years of accountability :sin; and 
become guilty before God. 

7,,The Work of·Christ-The.•Son of·God, -by His incarnation, life, suffering, 
death and resurrection affected for all redemption from sin . that is full · and free 
and is the ground of salvation l;>y faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation~ The . conditions of salvation are: , 1. Repentance, 
or sincere sorrowJor sin, and hearty renunciation of it. 2. Faith, or the unreserved 
committ~l,of one's self to Ch~ist as Savi~ur and Lord, with the.purpose.to love and 
obey Him in ~II things: In the exercise of saving faith, the soul is re.newed by 
the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin ;md .becomes. a• child of God. 3. 
Continuance of faith ~rid ob~dience until death. . . 

9. Election-God determineq from the begi~~i~g ._ to sa~e aU who should 
comply with the conditions 'of ,sa1vation. Hence by faith i~ Christ men become 
His elect. · · · · · · ' · · 

10. F~~edom ~f the wm-The' human wili. is . f~e~ and s~lfccontroHed, having 
power to yield to the influ~~ce . of the . tr~th and . the· spirit, or. to resist them and 
perish. · ' ' · · · 

IL Salvation Free-God desires the salvation ~f all,, the gospel i;ivites all, the 
Holy' Spirit' strives with all and whosoever will may come and take tlie water of 
life freely.' "· · · ··_" ·. ,,·. · · ·· · · · ' · · · , 

12: Perseverance:__All believers in Christ: who through ·grace preserve in holi-
ness to· the end of life, ·have promise of eternal salvation.. . ' 

13. Gospel Ordinances-Baptism, or the ,immersion of believers in :,,yater, 'and 
the Lord's Supper_ are o:rdinanc1;;·

1 
to' be p~rpetuated under the 'gospel; feetw:ash~ 

ing is an ordinance teaching humility or universal obligation, and they be admin­
istered to all true believers. 

14. The Christian ·sabbath__:The''divine law.r~quires that'.one day in seven be 
set apart from secular. erriplori'uents and, amusements, for rest, worship, holy works 
and .activities and- -for personal ·communion with God. · · ·,': •., ·' '· 

15. Resurrection, Judgm~nt · and · Final R~t~ibutiori-The'. Scriptures teach 'the 
resurrection of all men at' the last da:y.• They-that.have done·good will come forth 
to· the'. resurrection ·of· life,' and· they. that have done evil unto· •the I r'esurrection. ti£ 
damnation; then the wicked will ·"go ·away into 'eternal punishment, but 'the right-
eous into eternal life." ' · ·•' • · ,;.,... · 
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Church Covenant 
Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the \Vord of 

God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one another by 
the will of God in this solemn Covenant. 

\Ve promise, by His grace, to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all 
appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity 
to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages, and 
to "provide things honest in the sight of all men." 

\Ve agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the study 
of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions and social worship; and by self­
denial, faith and good works endeavor to "grow in grace· and the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together for church confer­
ences, public worship and the observance of ordinances of the gospel; nor fail 
to pay according to our ability for the support of the church, of its poor and all 
its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, and _to 
watch over one another in love, endeavoring ·to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in 
the bonds of peace. To be careful of one another's happiness and reputation, and 
seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the errin·g, and as far 
as we are able, promote the success of the church and of the gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian obligations 
and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in life to extend the in­
fluence of Christ in society, constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom 
of God may come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.· 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of education and denomina­
tional enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sunday_ schools and evan­
gelistic efforts for the salvation of the world. And may the God of peace sanctify 
us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

21 



. FORM LETTER OF DISMISSION 

-----------, 19 _______ _ 

This certifies tha.__ _____________ __.·s a regular member 

of the Free \viii B~ptist Chur~h .a in .good 

standini as such. · We recommen to the fellowship of 

God's people, and when. we are informed tha,..__ _________ __;__.uas 

united. wi.th some other evangelical church, we shall 'consider _______ _ 

regularly dismissed from this church. In behalf or the Free Will Baptist Church 
at _________________ _ 

---------------------, Pastor 

-----------·---------, Clerk, 
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, FORM OF CHURCH LETTER TO '.fHE ASSOCIATION 

We, the Free Will Baptist Church: of Christ, a...._ __________ _ 

send greetings to the ministers and messengers composing the Tennessee River 

Association; when convened wi~~---------------Church. We 

send our beloved toawi.._ ____________ ---'to sit with you in your, 

deliberations and ta" help transact ~n{ iegal bu~iness that may come before your 

body. The statistics of our church are as follows: 

, · Received· by profession of faitJ:i and baptism ___ .~·, ~by letter ___ _, by 

experience ____ , restored by confessinnc..·--~-. dismissed by letter ___ __, 

withdrawu ____ , expellPd.._ ___ _,; dea ... d ___ __,, total membership ___ _ 

Number of students enrolled in Sunday schooL _____ , average attendance ______ , 

number of deacon~---·_., numb~r of ordained minister,._ __ ___, number of 

licensed ministers ___ _ We have elected Rev. 

Address _________ , __________ to pastor our church for the 

ensuing year. Valuation of church ·house and property $----· Contribution 

paid pastoI $----, pastoral help $ ___ __, given to home missions $·---

minute funds $---

Moderator ______________ _, Addres,.,_ ________ _ 

Clerk -----------------, Address _________ _ 
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