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The Fi xrst Annual Meetmfr of the. Terntorlal
' Assoczatxon of Frce Wil Baptlsts, '

. — . ; |
Held at l\ubbmg Ridge Gchool House, Au'-ust 3t to %ptcmber 1, |894.
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T : Au,l'sr 30, 1804.—Aceording to pw\loua :ll‘lﬂl\(*eul(‘llt‘i, g :E
i, we Frees Will Buptist ministers .m(l deacons and delegates A

from the differeut churches fu the Cherokee and Choctaw
nations met at ihe time and plice appointed, at Nubbing
Ridge school house, for the purpose of organizing a Terri-
tovial Association of Free Will Baptists. - \Iel ar carly candle
~lighting prayer by Bro. Brown, .1flu' which nd]ournod to
¢ meet at 11 amy, Augus( S1st. o
SR Met at'l1 a. m,, pursiaut tord .ldjomnment Pre:whing ‘ W
by Bro. Brown, Gth chapter, 33d verse of St. Matthew.” Ad-. .
journed.to meet at 4 p. m. ' ’

e il

‘ Met at' 4 p..m. Iouse (’.l”(’(l to order by singing. .

o Prayerby I MM&H‘ which procecded to eleet - E

“’“ C L a chairan iy “Elder.O. I l.xvlox’)\a\ cloctvd chairman. Next -
0 qhere xdmw T»‘f"ﬁﬂ'ét"drffuout mmuleﬁ of Articles of FFaithy L ;

and we adopted the Arkansas minute. * Moved and seconded
“to adjourn to meet at Y a. i, Sept. Ist, 1894.
~ 7 Met at 9 a. m.  House ealled to order “hy singing.
Praver by Elder:D. L. Bearden; after which mation and sec- b
~ond we proe ovdod to elect a Moderator and Elder A. Barnhill ~ - 41
was elected for the ensuing vear, and Elder 0. . Taylor was ‘
elected .n\sl.st‘mt Then we proceeded to elect a Clerk by s
mnotion and a ‘ﬁtscomi,' and J. W. Graham sas duly elected
Clerk for the ensuing veur. N(lx_t was to eleet o Treasurer; &
motion wid second to cleet Bro, J. M. Dunn, and he was duly
eleeted ‘Treasurer for the ensuing ve: w. - Motion and :;(cond‘
“to elect Elder D! L Bearden as Assistant (‘I('rl\, and he was
‘ ldul.\' elm‘((‘?d.
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the mm(l ('()rruptm(r thL mm.lh “and deudenmv,thc Seiisibil:
ity of lmth young and. nld age,. mal\m" wudow-: of . h.xpp\ o
wothers and : mendie: nts of urph'm c!nldle‘ It wreeks ¢
happy h\ea and, f'umhes nnd langhsat the Tuin'it has wrou"ht e
It oorruph the’" Bar. the B(-nch dﬂd ‘thie’ L’lulpxt the State
‘ Lemslature und the l{‘l”b of C(mmé’_' and.io. vace of peo-
 ple, norfcl s of socletv; is excmpt from itsravages, Thére- -
fore, “c bellove it to be our duty as: Clmatmna and children A

of . a pur(, :and Hol) God ‘to lmmsh thxs emun f10m mu'v, o

Geived and committee discharged
J . BARNHILL; Modérator.




a.

ext ‘in . order was to elect one of our. bodv to pxeu'h'
the mtroduct(JTV sermon .md leex 0. J l‘uvlm was (,lectod 7




was OF DLLFGATLS.. "
: (oncord Chm’ch.-—-Elders
Taylor;-Deacon, J.-W, Graham

- Liberty Church.—-—’\Iodemt()r:',J H onwu Elder A

2 J. Jones’ and A, Bdruhtll" ;

"o "New Hupo Church. -—E]der J H Blacl\well
J N. Dunn.

blnln and Shyan Lhurclxes.

Dc-acon',

—-—Eldu-, J 'E.'McGee- D L.

J.. M Robcrtq dnd 0 J
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LETTER OF DISMISSALL
Hu~ certifies that ... .. s aneniber of
O'm)d standing of the Free-will B(x]m st Churely at :
and as snch we nu(mnmm‘ him-to the folluwdnp vl Gaod'-
.peopl(‘
Doue by oulcx of ?hm(ln in conference, T U
...(,IUL. e e .......,.'.\I«.N.icr:lln;'.

RULES OF ORDER

At every sitting, business shul’ hu npenml and con-
chh‘l«:«l b_v prayer by the Moderator, ov whotmsoever he miux
request., s o : o
2, \lmhtors present, mvited'to seuté, are nlowed to
" take part in the debateon all subjects, but nut to vote.

3. Those who speak shall avise and address the Modei-
ator. Perwnml reflection shall be avoided in all debatess
‘ 4L \Io motion shall be discussed w ithaut being seconded,

- When a motion has been made and seconded and
;meml)u opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put the
" question: Shall this be diseussed?  If negative, the guestion
“shall be dismissed.

6. Ifany, propp%ltmu or motion under debate contains

~twoor more pomt~, it shail be divided at Lhe vequest of any
s ‘vmemb(,r and a vote taken. -
' 1.7. \Iotlons made and lost shall not be rewxded
* No- one .shall spcnk more than twice on any subjeet
“\v1thout spw ial leavo of the. Modemtm, . :

S 9.0 Al quosnonx du-udcd by a md]OlIt) of thc momb(*x&"

‘present e

10, 'No m(*mbel shall .1b~«~nt hlll\hb]f \\1thout special
leave of the Moderator.

11. Minutes shall he ICI\UX‘(,I\ read and m)rrovt(-d he-
“tore the elose of the Association, if necessary. .

12. Tn the future sessions of the Association, arrange-
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reents wimdb be wende s oas o Insure fwo or more sernons
Lar other cquivadent devotional exercises.
The vudes of order shall be distine the readd flum the

cliiir mnvwdl.xh Iy after the organization of the Assoeciation,

. 13
e aad

Lf. Alterations may be made in these 1nle\~ at- any reg-
ular ~esxion of the \-zocintion,

CONSTITUTION

I'wm lmw v \pvnenu-- we, the mewbers of tho Free-will
B:xphat Chinreh of Christ, being regularly baptised upon the.
];m‘t'v»siun' of our faith in Jesus Christs and buiing convineed
of the necessity of @combination of churvehes to perpetuate g
uniom-and communion anongst us, and to preserve und main-
tain w correspondence with cach other, do therefore ordaiu

- this constitution for owr better chureh government,

1. l!x(, ;
chosen by different churches in cur union, not exceeding
three delegutes flom cachi chureh, and on pmdu(nm letters’

Cshall be entitled {o a seat, -

2. Letters from different churches ave to express their

Association shall ‘be composed of  members

wumber of fellowship,” the number.- reeeived by experience,
derters of recommendation. the number dismissed, eﬂ-?uded,
restored, wud those who have died since the Association, ‘
© 3. The.members thus chosen and convened to be de-
nominated the Territorial Association of Freé=will Baptists, |
Deiig’ (‘(m.powd nf .\uudr\ churches in the Tudian Territory™ "
—the Assocunou h wing no power to lord it over God’s her-
-',-'wwe nor to [mv 'ms' ccclexm\tmnl power over the churches,;
:'-1‘e~er\ 'ing the rmht of thhdr awing from any church becom- - .
ing dlamdorlv e ‘ e
‘ 4. The: A\%()(,l.ltmu to have a \Iodc ator, Clerk and
Trmsmer. who are to be chosen by the suffrage of members
‘present. - : o
.)._ \v\\l\' constituted churches may be admitted to the
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“Association, which are to- petition by letter and delegates,
- and if upon examination they are found to be orthodox and
orderly, they may be feceived into the Association, the Mod-
erator giviig the right. hand of fellowship.
.o 6.. No question from any church shall come under the

consideration of the Awoc atmu, unless it ha~ first been dis-

(u\wd in its own church. ,
: " Every motion made and seconded shall come under
the umsldcr‘ttlon of the Associution, ('\ccpt it he \\Hh(h.an
by the menther who made it. . :

8. The . A~=smmt|on is to endeavor. F."’ furnishi the
“churches’ with minutes of the’ Associntion Jin proportion to
'lhe number of membora in each churvch, tho dMquutmn
: bcmﬂ at the discretion of the Association.

It shall-be the duty of the Clerk to l\(‘op a regular

- file. of minutes of  the Association on a book to’ I)(, l\cpt by
‘Athe Aswcmtlou for this' purpose. )
'10.- Tlie minutes of the Association shall be re: ld and

: rl)eforc the closce of the Association.’
‘11, * Ameundments to the. Constitution may be made
=~ when necessm‘y b-' 4 nmymt_\ vote of the members present.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

. __‘zmd Holy (thst, .md these three are equal in lene ewem‘(-
p()we,r aud glory. ‘Rom."1: 205 Joltn "1 ; '

of fdlth and praetice. 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17.

"~ We “believe that (:od created . man good and gave:

him’ holy wmu)andmeuts whereby he should live holy, but
man voluntarllv lll\()l)(‘\'(‘ the comm mdmenh of God, trans-

"corre('ted if needed, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk -

We bc-heve in‘one trie md living God, I‘dth(‘l, Son

We believe ‘that the  seripture of the Old ind New »
I‘estament is the W ord ot’ God, and the only mfa]hblv rule

lpnsa ARG
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gressed the Taw and fell under the just condemnation of the
=ume, whereby all mankind are sinners, not by constraing,
lnn..hy choice, being partakers of the sinful nature attained
by the full, and that man is unable to save himself with his
own power, but.we see Jesus for the suffering of death
crowned with glory that 'He,; by the grace of God ld~ted
death for every man, (xeu 1:31; Hebxe\\a 2: 0.

4. We believe that “Christ by his deatl, Mltfonna and
resurrection purchased our pardon and offered it freely to all
mankind upon the principles of repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. . He now commands all men
everywhere to repent; thexcfmo he smoth - “Look unto
me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth, for T am God
and there is none else.” Matt. 4:17; Isa. 45:22; Acts
20:22, I : . : ‘
5. We believe that adult persons mmust be regenerated

and born of the spirit of God if they mhent e Oll].\] hfe. _

-~ Jobn 3:3; Rom. 5:1-13. St o
6. We believe that infants .md idiots are s.wed upon
- the merits of the Son uf God Jon.\h 4: ]1, Mark 10: 14.
Luke 18: 16. i :
7. We believe that all Chu\tnns should pmscvere in -
m-we .md be faithful to the end, if they inherit eternal llfe,
for blessed are they that do His commandments that they
-‘may. have a right to the tree of life and enter m through the
. ﬂmtes of the city.. Rev. 22:14. ' o .
e We beheve that baptism. by immersion is the apos-
toixc mode, éven the burial of the believer in water; and that”
Chnst, who is our life, showed this humble example to His .
- children and bids us walk therein. ~ John 3 22; Matt. d 165
Rom 6:2,3,4,5; \Iatt 28:19, 20. :
9. We believe that God in His goodness dxsplo.ys be
: powm of Grace in a great degree, in calling and quahfvm«r _
" His servants by the teaching of the Holy Glmat and by the -
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' v~'5:_instru‘v()':‘tii)n of His blessed Word, to go forth an:d proclaim
life and S.ﬂvulion without,price.  He bids us freely to eome,
'nnd nothing prevents the salvation of any but their own stub-
born wbelhon and slnful refusal to come. 1 Cor, 12:3:

‘ 7L[)‘ll.,.3l., ; Rev, 22:17, :

: E‘.I()." Wo hdmvc 1hat B.lptl\m and the Lovd’s Suppu

=«_und the. \\'ll.\hlll"‘ of the saints’ feet, and the keeping of the

4 Lotd s da) ho]v and abstaining from worldly lust and carnal

“cares,” and to assemble (mh(‘lvm to"etlurv is an ornament

- vwhlch px'ep.nvn‘dnd heantifies” the solliers of the cross to

'.f."march't on\\':ud 1 the army of .the Lord, "Matt, 26: 28

- Jo}m 1314, 5. .

4 . We helieve (ll.lt none I).lvo a right to h.xptmn (mlv
E thoqe \\ho have ‘obtaived a living hope in the TLord Jesus

K .Chrmt and none huve 4 right to administer the same only

:\thOSO who are called of God and have come under the hands.

of the Preslntorv of Elders; and cach church ought to have

T pdstor, deacon and clerk choscn by the chuxrh and eontinne’

hee during the good pleasure of the same; and in dealing

h dlsmdmlv memb('n reference should be had to the 18ih

apter of Matthew and other scnptures relative to déaling

lth dlaorderlv nmmbou. In all ('11\03 .~t maJonty s!mll rule,

bthemselVeb towethel once a munth, 'md th.xt it is thc dut yof
thé pastor of the church when' set tting forth the Lord’s sup- -
-per. md washing the saints’ feet to Jinvite all Chrlstmm
chu 10:2(" 1 Cor. 11 27, 28. T

\Vo belmve in the resurroctmn of the doud of both
_Juqt and’ un)ust The resurrection_of the just to glory
and immortality in.the presence of God; the unjust to ever-
Jasting : shame 'md‘baumhmcnt from the presence of God.
Matt, 25:31=84; 1 Cnr. 15:42-45; 2 Thess. 1:1-11; Rev.
.YZO‘: 10 amd "1 : 9 Job 19: 26, ' g




