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-PROOEEI)TNGS. 

'l'he seP0111J au nual session of th,• Terri to rial Freewill Baptist 
Associat-i1111 convened W1th Lib<'rty Church; five miles North 
of WhiMi,•l<l, I. 'l'., August 2:3rd, 1895., on Friday night ho­
fore the 4th Sabbath. The opening sermon was p1·each­
e<l by Ehler J. 11. l(oberts, text J st Tim., 2nd chapter 5th and 
6th verses. 'l'hP congregation was large and attentive to the 
Word l"'••.1, !,,.,l. . The sermon was able and edifying to· the 
!1eu1\·r,. '°\ Jtcr preaching, it was agreed to adjourn until 
8atur<lay moming O o'clock. 

SATURDAY MOJrnrnd, 9 o'c_lock, Aug. 24th; 

'£he Association met pursuant to adjournment. Singing 
by thr (•.onl!n•v.rtion, pr·:-1\,•I' by }Jl<lcr J. H. Ward. The l\fod­
•~rciu,r Lull,•.; : !,_, .\,,~·" 1,itiuo to order, announced that the first 
liusine;;s i11 order was to call for anti read the letters from the 
churches and enroll the names of delegates: 

The letters were handed in and reau, and contents noted as 
per i::;tatistical Table. Tlw enrollment showed that there was 
a quorum present, a11<l it was agreed to permanently organize 
the liOLly by t,hL· ell'dion of o!licers, and that the voting be 
do1w by ballot. 011 the tirst ballot Elder 0. J. Taylor 
was elected l\fodl•rator for the e11s11ing year, and ·Elder .J. l\1. 
Hoht•rts wa:-:, !,·ctt·tl assiotaut Moderator. Bro. E. Bahl win 
wa:< l'lected Cll'rk, an1l · Elder J. fI. Wiloon was elected assist­
ant Clerk .. 

Petitionarv lnttc•rs were called fur, and two handed. in and 
n·;ul, and oi1 reco111mendatio11 of Elder J. H. Wilson, the 
churchL·S were received, thr delegates seatetl and their names 
or<lered to be enrolh·d iu the statistical table. 

011 motion: the l\l o<lerator is authorized . an<l requested to 
appoint all the com111ittees. The 2iloderator nmkes the follow-
iug appoinfments, vi,1,: • 

011 D,•rntional Exercises-Brethren A . .J, Jones, I. W, 
; ('audll•, 0. C. Oler, J, II. Blac.:kwell. and E. Baldwin. 



011 llill of Arrangement-Elder J~ H. Wilson, EldPr ,J. .:u. 
HobPrts, 0. ,J. Taylor, aucl brethren .B. Baldwin a11d \V. 'I'. 
Sullinger. 

On Temperance-:-Br?tlmm T. J. Dunn and C: D. Bullin­
ger and Elder ,T. 11. Wilson. 

On Rabbath Schools-Brethren E.L. Harsha,~,,J. :\. Dunn, 
and El<lPr J. W. Burck halter. 

On motion, the-Association a<ljoured for preaching ::iud ro 
meet at 5 o'clock, p. m. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder 0. J. Tay­
lor, at 11 o'clock, a. m. 'l'ext, St. Mark 10th chapter, 26th 
verse. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The COll­

gregation suug a hymn,after which Elder J. W. Burckhalter 
offered prayer. The .Moderator then called the body to orcler. 

Roll is called and the ministers and tlt•legates answer to 
their names. ·. 

Proceedings of the forenoon are read and adopted, after 
which business was transacted as follows, viz: 

On motion, the ri1les of order are reatl, and the _.Modei·ator 
·. requested a strict observance to the same. · 
· Visiting miuisters and brethren of other denominations ure 

invited to take seats with us . 
. · Comµiittee on devotioaal exercises report that Elder J. H. 

Ward preach to.:uight at early candle light, and Elder J. M. 
.Roberts alternate. That Bider J. H. Wilson preach to-nior­
row at 11 o'clock, a. m , and Elder Burck halter preach to­
morrow uight. Elder J. :M. Roberts alternate. 

Ou motion, the Association adjourned to meet Monday 
morning 9 o'clock. Prayer and benediction by· the Mod­
erator. 

• 

.. MONDAY MonNINO, Aug. 26th: 
. . . 
The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Singing by 

the congregation, prayer and called to order by the Moderator. 
Roll is called and. the ministers and delegates answer.to their 
names.· 

Renewed the invitation to visiting ministers at~d brethren 
t, take seats with us. 



:1 

Reports of committees are called · for and presented as 
follow,, vLi: 

ON 'J'E:lll'EIL\XCE. 

We yonr ( ',1mmittee on temperance report: Thaf it is our 
hone~t \,,mvici ion that intemperance is the· direct and indi­
rect 1•.;rn~e of 11ine-teuths of all the crimes committed in the 
worlol, and thiit it is the mighty leaver prying at the founda­
tion of 1111 Ohl'islianity. It invades the peaceful homes of 
women :rnd l'hiidn!n, blighting auu withering the fairest 
!low'ers (lf ,itir land. Clouding the mind, corrupting the mor­
als ,1t1,! ,i, ,,iening the sonsibility of both young and ol1l age. 
M:Lki11~ widowti of good Ohristianhearted mothers and put­
ting children to want. It corruptH the bar, the benct. and 
the pulpit. State Legislatures and Congress Halls. And no 
one is ••xemr.1 from its ruins. Therefore, we believe it to be 

.our dn:y 11:'. Christians and children of a pure and holy God 
tu hani~h the demon from our church and co-operate with all 
Christians and temperance workers to deliver fallen man 
from its blighting curse. Respectfully submitted. 

U. L. SuLLHWER, Ohmn. 
On motion, the report is adopted and com. discharged. 

, 1'.\ t<.\llBA'rH 1:-('IlOOLS. . . 
We your committee on Sabbath Schools report as follows: 

We beHeve it to be the duty of each church to maintain a· 
Sabbath School, if possible, and let it be a union school. It is 
the ground work of religion. :For it is in the.service of the 
.~abbath School that our children receive their first impress­
ions.of Chri~tiunity; It is one of God's noble means of grace 
that leads both old and young to the church. We recommend 
that all our Ministers and Deacons from henceforth use. all 
their efforts to maintain Sabbath Schools in all our churches •. 
We alo10 recounneud the Scriptures as·our literature. 

Uespectfu ll V BU b1nitted, 
K. l,. HARSHA w, ChairIQan •. 

. On motion, the report is adopted and com. discharged. 

DILL OF'ARHANGB:IIENTS. 

We your committee on Bill of Arrangemeu ts report as 
follows: We do not believe that the .brethren of this Asso­
ciation ought to ordain any" brother to• the ministry unless 
the church to which he bdougs recommends him as being 
worthy of that. calling. Furthermore we will not recognize 
aov'ordained minister unless he has a recommendation from 
the church or nssociatioi1 to which he . belongs. Also, we as 
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free communion Baptists, make :i. general call to any and all 
who are disposed to work as evangelists and we will promise 
them our prayers and will do all we can to help them ad vanee 
the cause of Christ. We believe we ought to have as m,rn_v 
as two Unio11'Meetmgs during the year in the bounds of our 
Association. · We also believe that eacli ordained minister in 
good standing has a right to seats with us in our Associatiou 
when we meet for the transaction of business, but not allowed 
to vote unless he be·sent as a delegate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. l~OBERTS, Chairman. 

On motion, the report is ado_pted and com. uischarged, 

. The committee on devotional service report that Elder J. II. 
Wilson preach. to;day at n o'clock, a; m. 

l\lISCELLANEOUS BUSINE~S. 

On motion, Bro. E. Baldwin is elected Treasurer, and that 
all the minute money be paid over to him. 

On ·motion, it.is agreed that the Clerk prepare the manu­
script for the minutes. That he superintend the printing of· 
the same and have as many copies printed as the funds in 
band will pay for. _ Also that he distribute them among the 
churches according to their contribut10us. . 

· · 0 n motion,i tis agreed that the next session of th is Association 
· mee~ with Shyan Church, tive miles n~rth of Cameron, I. 'l'., 
and that it convene on Friday night before the second Sabbath 
in September, 1896. · 

On motion, Elder J. M. Roberts is elected to preach the 
introdupt?ry·eermon; an~ Elder J. R McGee, is chosen to be 
his alternate. · · 

On motion, it is.agreed to hold two, Union Meetings 'lS 

follows:. One to meet with Liberty Clrnrch, .near Whitefield, .. · 
. L~.,'.and to convene on l!'riday night before the fonrth Sab­
bath in July, 1896. ~he other to meet with Unio'l1 Grove 
Church, I. ,r~. at Kennedy, and to convene on. Friday night 

. before the firi!t Sabbath in August, 1896 .. '!'his body requests 
that all the churches be repreaented. aud especially that .all 
the ministers attend the meetings, that we mu,y make them 
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profitable to all. That the whel·ls of Zion may b1• unclogged 
and move forward, and that much fruit may lie brought forth 
to the 8aving of many souls. 

On motion. by Elder J. ·M. Roberts, n vote of thanks is given 
to Lib,•rty Church aud the citizens of this community for 
.kindu,,,., and hospitality shown to members and visitors of the 
Association during its session, · 

On motion, t!:i• Association adjourned to meet at the time 
· andplacf~ pre\ ion sly named. The Moderator offered prayer, 

after ,1·hi,·lt :,11 appropriate hymn was sung, and the parting 
band \\ , .• tab:en with tearll of joy. 

0. J. 'l'AYLOR, Moderator. 
E. BALDWIN, Clerk. 

_ORDER OF SElWIO:E ON SABBATH. 

It was ani1onoced Haturday night to meet Sunday at 9 
o\ilock._:1. u:. !,; 1•11h'l1g1,! in a prayer and praise meeting. 'rhe 
atteud1mce was large and the service opened p::omptly and 
resulted in the grandest rev1 val of religion ever witnessed in this f' _ . n 11 · 
country. Many Christians were made to shout aloud in the ~ · 
~~ G_!l!l. for his l~ that he has bestowed U.QQ.!!_ the 1 1 ~ 11 · 

C I ren of men, that we B ouldhe called th. e sonsanddaugn-J;v· -~ ~} ~ . 
ters of God. Dismissed to mt!et at 4 o'clock, p. m. to sfiow 1.UA . 
forth the Lord's death till he comes. . · . · • 

The audience was addressed by ·Eldei O. J. Taylor as to the ~ 
way we understand the Scriptures to set forth· this solemn · 
service. The Scriptures used were taken from different -'· 1 _ -. ,.. . 
parts of the Bible and were well handled. After the emblems --IJV'..,A../."' '-.' , 
were taken, the washing of the saints feet was performed,, , . --.. • .. • ( 
which resulted in a grand revival. There was o. .large num- .· ~ 1 

•. ber ,participated in the service. Dismissed for preaching· to·.: · 
be at ~ly cand~e light. · 



CONSTITUTION. 

From long experienc<', we, the members of the Fr,•:,,,1 ill 
Baptist Church of Christ, being n,gularly baptized U)'''" a 
profession of our faitll in ,Jesus Chri~t., and bt'ii',~ convi1,,:c•d 
of the nece:lsity of a combination of churches "' 1•1·rpetuatl' 
a nnion and communion a1J10t1/!8t u~_. and to pr,·,-- nt• und 
maintain correspt,1Hleuce with each other, <lo thereforv nrdatn 
this constitution tor our hett(:'r church go\·ernment. 

1. 'L'his Association shu.'l be composed of uwmliers chose11 
by different churches in our 1111ion, not excet'ding thrPe d .. lt!­
gates from each church, and on producing lettr·rs shall be 
entitled to a seat .. 

2. Letters from the 1liffcrent chnrclws art' to express their 
number of fellowship, the number received by experie11c(•, 
ldters of recommendation, the number dismissed, excluded, 
restored, and those who have died since the .\Hsoniation. 

3. 'L'he'memhers thus chosen and con1· .. 1:-.d : • 1,,. denomi­
nated the Territorial Association uf Fr,·,-w;li il., 1,;"t-,, r,'.·iu~-

. composed of snndry churchPs iu the'- lndiitn Territorv-tho 
Association having no power to lord it ovn God's he'ritage, 
nur to have any ecclesiastical power o.ur the churches, re­
serving the right of withdrawing from auy church becom­
ing disorderly. 

4. The .Association to have a ~foderator, Uh,rk and Treas­
urer,who are to be chosPn by the i3tdirage of membersprt'sent. 

5. Newly constituted churchPs ma_y be admitted .to · the 
Association, which are to petition by letter au<l tldegates, and 
if upon examination they are found to be ortlw<inx and order­
ly, tlwy may be received into the Association,· the ~loderntor 
givh1g the right hand of fellowship. . , · 

-~~ No question from any church shall come under the 
cousideration of the Association, unless it has first been dii., 
onsse<l in its own chnr~h. · · · 
<: 7. Every motion made aud srcouded shall come nndel'the 

. consideration of the Association, except it be withdrawn by 
' the member who made it. · •· · · 

8. 'l'he Association i~ to endeavor tu furnish the churches 
with:minutes of the Asrnc1ation i11 proportio11 to the number 
of members in each church, the .di~tribntion ht•111g at the 
discretion of_ the Association. 
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\1. It ~ball be the duty of t.lw Clerk to k•·t•p .. regular tile 
of i lw m1 n n les of th,· Assoeiation nn a bo,ik to he kept uy thP 

.As ... ciati11n fur tliis purpose.· 
111 '!'he 111i11utes of the Association shall lu" read, :ind 

corn ,·ttd ii-i1t'e1led 1 alJl.l signed by tlw l\fod,!ralor all(l Ukrk 
U('.f' ., . ., the close of the Association .. 

l l. AmP1Hlments to the Uo11stit11tio11 mav he 111ade \\ hen 
Jlt:(•e,~al'y by;, nmjo!·ity of the members prc:,;unL-

ORDAINED l\llNISTERS AND .THEIR POST OFFIUES. 

C 

.Ehler A .. BARNHILL, Kully Chaim, 1. 'I'. 
" J.E. McG1rn, Kully Clrnha. I. T. 
" 0. J. 'l'A YLOH, Cameron, I. T. 
" .J. ;\l. Ho1i1mTs, :\foLain, I. 'r. 
" [t. L. H ►;.\!tf,}.Y~ J~ully Chu.ha, I .. 'I\. 
" J, .\V; BuucKHALTlm, Cameron, I. T. 
" ,T. H. BROWN, Kully Chaha, I. 'l'. 
" ,v. G. ]{AlifiEY~ Cameron. I. T . . 
" .• T. H. WA.RD, Fanshaw, I. T. · 
" J. II. WILSON, Lefton, I. T. 
" J. H. POLK~, Kully Chaha~L T. 



F(}H1'IS. 

FOR)! OF A CHURCH LETT EH TO THE Ao,;ROCI .\.'.l'Jo,:<;; 

INDIAN TERRITORY, Cherokee anu Choctaw Xatiou~. · 

................. , .......... Ohurch.to tht, 'l't·rritorinl .,\ •~ociation of 

Freewill Baptists, when assernbleJ with .......... . 

········•·····'········ ························ ,Gin:ETIN<l: 
We send as delegates from our Uh1.1rch Bros .................... . 

..................... : ............. · ...... ....... : . ........... ,whom we pray _v01i 
receive to sit with you and aid you in your deliberations. 
[ Add Statistical Report, state of religion, post oflicc ad­

.. dress, number of fellowship, &c.] 
Done in Church conference........ . J89 .... 

. \f..,-i.·ntor • 

........ :: .............................. Clerk·. 

I.ETTER OF Dl:n!ISSAL. 

This certifies that,: ................................. .is a member of 
good standing of the· Freewill BaptistUhurch at. .............. . 

· and as such we reco111mend him to tl1e fellowship of God's 
people. . · · . •. . 

·. Done by order of Church in conference, ................ 1 s:,. . 
· . · · ................................ Moderator .. 

.... -.-.. ., ........... : .. · ............. ·.:.bierk. 

s 

{ 



RULES O_F ORDER. 

1. At every sitting, .business shall be opened und conclud­
ed uy prayer by thC' l\lo,1erator, or whomsoe-rer he may request. 

2. l\Iini~tn·, present, invited to seats, are allowed to take 
part in d,-l•ak ,m all subjt•cts, but not to vote. 

a. TlH>i!e who speak shall arise and address the Moderator. 
l:\:r:1111111! reilections shall be avoided m all debates. · 

4, No motion. shal·l be discussed without bei.ng seconded. 

5. Whei1 a motion has been made and seconded and a mem-
• ber oppoi;\, its discussion, the l\Ioderator shall put the ques­
tiou; Shallthis be discussed? If negative, the question shaU 
be dismissed. 

6. If any proposition or motion· under deb3te contains two 
or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any 
membc•r and a ·vote tak£'n. 

\I ,•,i,m:.• umde and lost shall not be recorded; 

8. No one shall speak more than twice on any subject 
. without special leave of the Moderator, 

9; All questions decided by a majority of the members 
present. · 

10. No member shall absent himself without special leave 
of the Moderator. 

11. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before 
the close of the Association, if necessary. · 

12 •. In the future sessions of the Association, arrange-. 
menta shall bo made so as to insure two or more . sermons. 
each day; or otlier equivalent devotional exercises. 

13.' Th~ r1.1les of order shall be distinctly read fr0m :the 
ch~ir imtnediately ~fter the organization of the Association. . 

1'4. Alteratio~s may be made m thE>se rules at any regular 
session of the Association.· · 

9 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH . . 

1. We believe iu one true and living Uoil, Father, Son an,l 
Holy Ghost, and these three are equal in !Jin 1 • 1,e es.setll't', 
poweraudglory._ Hom. l: W;,John 1: 1. 

2. ·we believe that the Scripture of the OIJ ,1, ! \'1,w 
Testament is the Word of (;od, and the only infallible Ed,: 
of faith and practice, 2 Tim. 3·: l(i, lG • 

. . 3. We believe that God created man good and gave him 
holy commandments whereby he should lirn _ holy, lint man 
voluntarily d_isobeyed the commandments of God, tran:-gr ... ss­
ed the law and fell under the just condemuation of the sa11tl', 

whereby all mankind are sinners, not by constraiut, bni by 
choice, being partakers of the finfuluatme attained by the 
fall, and that wan is unable to save himsl'lf with his own 
power, but we see Jesus for the snfferin;:- ,.f .J,,alh 1:rowned 
with glory that He, by the' grace .,f (i,-1l t..-r,--: .;, .,: i, for 
every man. _Gen. 1 : 31; Hebrews 2: 9. · · 

4 . We belie~e that Christ t>y his death, snffering and res­
urrection purchased our pardon an<l offered it freely to :ill 
mankind upon principlt>s of repentauce toward God u.nd faith 

__ in the Lord Jesus Christ. He now commands all men every­
where to rPpent; therefore he suith: "Look unto me and be 
ye saved all ye ends of the earth, for 1 am God and there is 

· none else." ~latt. 4 : 17 ; faa. 45: 22 ; Acts 20: 22. · 

5. We believe that adult perRoris mut!t bl' r,•geiieratl•d and 
born ofthe spirit of God if they inherit eternal life. John 3: 3; 

. · Roni. 5 : 1::_13 __ 

6~ We believe that infants and idiots are saved upon the 
merits of the Son of G~d. Jonah 4: 11 ;-Mark 10: 14 Luke 18: 16. 

7; We belie\"e that all Christians should per.,:;evere in grace 
and be faithful to the end, if they. inherit t'tt-rnal life. for 

. blessed are they that do his commandments that they may 
have a right to the tree of life and · enter in · through the 
gates of the city. Rev. 22: 14. 

8. We believe that baptism by immersion is the apostolic 
mode, even the burial of the believer in water ; and that 

10 
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Christ, who is our life. ,;howetl hi,, humble <,xample to His 
r ehih!r,•11 :mt! bids us walk therin. ,John :I: :!:! ; .\Iatt. :3: rn: 

s 

Hom. ,; : 2, ;;, 4, J ; Matt. 2S: Ht, :JO. 

n. We lwlic\·e tlrnt Coll in his good11l•..,s displays llia power 
of Cr:,,·;, in a r.,:rt>at degree, in. calliuiz antl 1p1alifying His 
:serva,1 ·-; by th1• teaching of the Holy Ghost anJ hy the in­
struct.io11 of hi~ Wonl, to go forth and proclaim lifo and sat. 
vatio!i without price. He bi<ls us freely t·onw, and nothing 
1mn·e11t.s th,, .•:1h11tio11 ofany hnt their own stubborn rebellion 
aud~:,.fol rdmml to conw. 1 Cor. 12: 3; Eph. 3: 7 Rev. 22: 17 

· lo. \Ve believe that Baptism un<l the Loni's Supper, and 
the washmg of the SRiuts' f('et, and the keeping-of the Lord's 
day holy and abstaining from worl<lly lusts und carnal cares, 
and to assemble onr,ehes togethl'r, is an ornament which pre­
paret:i nnd b,:autities the soldt>ir<> of the cross to march onward 
in t}u.· army of the Lord. Matt. 2H: 28; John 13: -1, 5, 

11. WP believe that none have a right to baptism only 
those who have obtained a living hope in tht• Lord ,Jesus 

· Christ, and none have 3 right to administer the same only 
those who arr called of God and havP come under the hands 
of tltt· l'r, ~b.\'lery or' Elders; and each church ought to have 
a pa:.lor, tleacon aud clerk chosen by the church and continue 
in office during the good pleasure of the same; and in dealing 

with disorderly members, reference shouhl be had to the 18th 
chapter of Matthew and other scriptures relative to dealing 
with disorderly membertl. In all cases a majority shall rull", 
l'XcepL in• receiving memberi;, which shall b~ unanimous. 
'l'itns 1:5: Acts 14: 23; 2 Cor. 6: 6. · 

· 12. We believe it the duty of each church to assemble 
themselve~ together once u month; and that it is the duty of 
the pus tor of the church when setting forth tht> Lord's· sup­
per and ,vashing the saints' feet to invite all Christians. 
Heb. 10.: 26; 1 Cor. 11: 27, 28. · · · ' 

13. We bt:lieve in the resurrection of t11e dead, of both 
the just and unjust. 'l'he resurrection of the just to glory •·· ' 
and immortality iu tht- presence of Go<l; the !,lnjust to ever-
lasting shame and banishment from the presence of God. 
Matt. 25: 31-34; 1 Cor. 15 :.42-45; 2 'l'hess. 1: 1-11; Rev. 
30: 10 and 21 : 9; Job 19 : 26. · 

• I 
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