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MINUTES .. 

-OP THE-

B ..... ifth Annual Sessi~ri, 

TEJll{ITOI{IAL 

. + ' ., ; 

J;1i1iochdion '. 

· Oak Grove Church; lndiau,ferritory, 

BAPTIST JrnVrEW ,fOJl OFl-'ICF., 
t,OU>8BORO, N, C. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

The fifth annual.session of the Territorial Freewill Bap­
tist Association met with Oak Grove Church, four miles 

. North of He<l Of k, In<lian 'I'~rritory, on Friday. night before 
the first Habbath in September, A. D., 18!l8. 

Preaching Fri{lay 11ight by Elder J. l\I. Roberts. The 
discourse was very well aJapted to the occasion. The text 
used was 1 Cor. 1 Chapter, 23 verse. 

After pl'eaohing the body was dismissed to meet ·saturday 
morning 9 o'clock. 

SATUHDA Y ~ronNnrn, Sept. 3rd. 

The Association met pur.~uaut to adjournment. Siuging . 
by the congregatiou, and prayer by Elder G. W. Atterberry. · 
After which, the body was addressed by the moderator. 

Letters from the different churches Wffe called for, handed 
in and rea<l, and contents noted as per statistical table. 

'l'hP names of the ministers and delegates being enrolled, 
it Wal:! found that a quornm was pn•sent. 

On motion, it was agreed to permanently organize the body 
by the electio,1 of officers:• Whereupon, Elder ,J. M. Roberts 
was elected ~loderator; aud EidPr G. \V. Atterberi:v aesistant 
.Moderator. Brother E. Baldwin was re-elected ('Jerk and 
'J'r;:i1surer for the ensuing year. 
· "Petitionary letters are called for, and fl rn are presented. 

The letters are read autl 1,po11 examination it was found that. ' 
the chnrches were organized u)>ou our Articles .of Faith, and 
h:wing prcp.ireu and pn•sent,·d letkrs i11 due form by motion 
and a unanimous vote it was areed to receceive theni into 
this .body, the mo1lerntot extending the right hand of fellow­
ship, and that the nami-s of the churches and delP~ates and 
stati.;tics appear in these minutes. 

VisitiI1g bn•tllren who wi>re entitled to accepted seats to aid 
in the business that may come before it during the present 
session. , 
· Visiting brethren of o~her denominations were invited to 

to:take seats with l~S, whereupon three came forward to wit: 
J,Jlder Cowling of the Presbyterian Church; Elder J. H. 'l'qy­

. lor of the ~tissiouary Baptist, and Elder William Dyke of tbe 
Frt:ewill Haptist. 
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On mofion, it.was agrl'(:'tl that th1, rtlfidc,,·,itur h,•; r,,
1
,., :·. 

eu to appoint all tlw 11cc1c·ssary corun1ittt•1:.s dnrin,:: ti,·,,, .. ,.,i11u 
of the Asrnciatiou . 

On mi,tion, the .Association :uJjourne<l for prvadiit!:,: ,,1Hl 
to meet at a o'clock l'. ~I. 

'l'h,:: i11troductory ,'l'l'III<l!i ·,1•:13 prt•a,·lwd by 1-:ld,,r ,J. .\1. 
Hoherts. His kxt WaH .\latt. :!.Sth C"hapt,·r, ~U!h Yt·r,,-. · 

After preachiug di11nr,1· wa~ st•r1·l'd whit-!1 !nd L,·,·1, pr,··­
. pared by the siste'i·s for thl' ,H'Ga:linn, aial 11,t,, ·rt•n· •u• ... ·t: e11-

joyed by all present .. 

'l'he Association meL pnr,na'lt t·, adjn11rnt1H<t1t. Si11~;• .. : !,v 
the congrl'gatio11. Pray,·r l,_y E:d,·r .J. U .. \l ,Hth,·1rn .. 1 ... ,. ;,.;1 
to onkr uy the .\I udcrntor. 

Committees are appointl'd "" f,,il,,w-: 
ON J)E\'OTlONAL }:x EHCJ~i,:- Brt·ilm·u Pt<tt·r Kuyhnd:dl, 

S. 11. Jackson, and ,J. \\'. Hul~•~y. 
ON SABBATH 81•I1001.,- --Br,·!hrPn .J. H. CantllH1, ,I. \V, 

Burkhalter and ,J. II. Brown. 
ON' 'l'DtPER,\.XCE-Brrthr-en U . .E. ~11otln, ,J •. \\'. t:•;,l-;_ 

halter and J. II. Hul,;,•1. · " 
Ox UH1Tt:Anrns-Br~.!in~11•Heury :-::.irn~P .. \. U. l·',,:·'ql'r 

aud 0. J. Taylor. • '· · ___ ·-"~ 

Os R1u. Or' Amuxra:)!iU.T.s-Br1.·thr,•n(o .• J. Ta._ :,,.1·, / 
. " . .:.-,, G. \V. Atterberry aud J. C. \latthew8, · ----

Ox .FtNANCE-Brethre11 J. 'J'. BAI.!>IVJS, L. F. Lei\;,:, 
. antl \V. G. Bagwell. · 

Committee on Derotional Exercise report as. foll(Jwi:,: Eld. 
Henry Dyke preach to-night; Elder G. W. Atterberry, alt, r­
nate, .Elder J. W. Ya11d le pr<'ach lo-morrow; Elder .T, l L 
'.l'aylor, alteruate. .Ehler ,l E. .\fcGee preach to mom,w 
night; }:Jder Burkhalter, ulter1iate. Elder ,J. 0. ~fattl1t'\IS 
pre;ich .M:ontlay at 11' o'clock .. \ .. W. 

On motion, the Associati,m adj.,nrnetl to meet l\lou<la_y 
morning atflo'clock, 

~loXJJA Y ,\lut:~ IXG, Sept. 5th. 

The A!sociation met pursuant to a<ijournment. Siugiug 
by tho congregation, prayer hy Eldt•r U. ,J. Taylor. Called 
to order by the moderntoi'. TIH• cd.-rk called the roll :ll1d 
the ministers antl delegatt·::< a11s11 er to their 11a1i1es .. 
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Ht•pnrt~ of co1111nittce~ aro~ c:dh,tl for and prt>sc•nted as 
fo!l011~: 

OX s .. \ H H.\ TJI H'HUU LS, 

\\'P your cnmmitr(•;.' or, P.abh:tth Schnc.1I., rc,1,11:-i: \\\· be-
li,·H· it i~ tht· d11tyof elwii l'!J11rrh to 111aiutai11 a Sahbath 
~elw,)1, and J,.1 it lie nnt!.,r;;tutH! that 11e as FJ'L't'l1ill Baptists 
r•~<·•>111111L'111l ,,11i,111 ail the basis of all Christian 1woplt• ·to do 
th,, 1rill of 0111 F,1tlH·r in ilL·an:11. '!'hat we ad Chri.,ti:111,; 
shonld unit,· ail 011r dfort~ to k,·,·p unr childr·t•n in ~alii.11th 
t,clloo!R tint. it may be tlw llli!an,; of briugiug them tu Christ. 
\\'e e:truei:!tly ret1nest all onr miui~tc1·s and tleacou.~ tn do all 
they can tu help a lively ~alibath ~choul anti praj·er 111eeting 
iu all u11r churches whieh is tht! life of all chnrchc~ aud 
n•~1ghl.iorh1Jo<l~. \\'e r.,,: .. 111mP11d tl,1, i:-:criptt1re., a:; our lllain 
literature in all onr d111rel1t'8. · 

Ht!spectfully snbmitti:<l, 
.J. K UAXXON, Ch:.iiniian . 

. On motion, the report. is a1lopted and co111mitte•! disclrnrg€tl. 

O:\'. TE.\ll'EH.\~CE. 

\Ve your commit.tt'e on TempPrancerepurt a:! follows: That 
it is our ho11E>st co11.;•ict.io11 that i11lcrnperann• i,; thedirect(rnd 
illtltr,c:t ,:an-•· .,f ninP hrnths of all the criul(';; co111mitte,r iu 
all lllll' laud auu it IH ;1 mighty mean., of keeping- !Jack tho11-
~:.1111la of lll('ll aud wo111e11 fr11111 making pPace with their ~a- . 
viunr. It i11,:t1lt·li the peat·t·ful lw111e;; of women and children 
li!aHting and witltt·ring t!w fairE>st Jlowers · uf onr Lord. It 
liecluutls tlw wi,,d ,i1"l currnpts the monds aud 1lt•stroys the 
mitals of buth old ,unl _y,,1111g. It lllilkl'S wi1luwsof Chrititia11 
h,•;lrted mothers alld l.,rings hoth theui allll their children to 
waut. lt corrupts the bur, th1: b,•11ch and the pulpit, State 
Legislatures and the halls of Cougn•ss, and no one is beyond 
its reach and powerful iulluence. Th1•refort•, it is our duty 
as Christians atid children nf Uu<l tu banish the <lemon be­
_yond onr churches and our conn try, and that ali true hearted 
Uhristialls i.hould take part in lh·liveri11g fallen men from 
its lJ!iglniug iutl11•!l1ce. Hl•spectfolly submitted, 

J. C. HULSEY, Ohairman. 
On motion, the repurt is adopted and committee discharged. 

OX 1111,L OI' AHIL\XloE.\lE~T8. 

We Y""r ,·,,rumittee on Bill of arrangements report as fol­
lows: We do 11ot believe that the brethren of this Associa­
tion should orda:11 any brother in the ministry without he has 
a recommendation from the church to which he belongs, ancl 



that they believe b101 to bC' worthy of the calli11g. A !so will 
not recognize_ any ordained ministc·r u II less he has a n•com. 
mendation from the church or Association to which he Le-

. longs. Also we recommend that e11.'ch. church of this .Asso­
ciation should have a Treasurer, autl that rach mi·mber of 
said churches should contribute to the 'l'reivurer t>uch 
quarter as the Lord has prospered them, that we shoultl be 
ready to assist _our ministers at any time. So they can go 
and preach the Gospel as Uod requires ns to help ~pm1d the ; ,

1 Gospel. For they who preach the Gospel shall Jive of the 
Gospel. Furthermore, we recomrneud that the ministers of 
this Association show as much as possible the necessity of a 
financial system, and that rach church sentl their represen ta-

. tives instructed to arrange 1f pos!li ble a safe plan for ihe ad­
vancement of O\lr cause,allll the upbnildin~of Christ's Church: 
That when they ueed help we will be in rPadiness to help 
them in the grand work. Hespet:tfolly submitted,· 

0. J. TA YLuR, Ubairman, 
On motion, the report is adopted and commit~ee discharged. 

0~ Fl:XAXCE. 

We your committee on Fiuauce n•port as· follows: \Ve find 
no funds in the hands of the Trea~urer from anv pre\·ious 
session; but we find seut up ·by th.- delt•gate~ to this As·socia­
tiou, the snm of $20. 60 to pay for printiug the minute:i,which 
is paid over to the Treasurer. . 

· · Respectfully submitted, 
· · J. 'l'. BALDWIN, Chairman. 

On motion, the report is adopted and committee discharged. 
ON OBITL\RIES. 

We your committee on obituaries submit the following: It 
is meet that we pause amid the turmoils of this life and· give 
thought and meditation to the dead for tbe living know that 
they must die. We sorrow but not as thoee who have no 
hope. Feeling that God doeth all things well. Whereas 
it has pleased God io take from us our brother and Elder of 
this Associution, H. Y. C'obh; ar,d :sister Lula Miller of Shi10 
church; and sister MolVe 111.:uuersou pf Liberty church; and 
sister Susan Sullinger of Liberty church; sister Manday J. 
Lewis of Union church; also sil.tn· l'ollie L•wis of. Union 
church. We feel assured that, hey all pas~ed away in the 
trimphs of a living faith. And while we mi;mrn our loss it 
is their eternal gain. We submit to th,') will of God knowing 
that he does all things well. . Respectfully submitted, 

0. ,J. TAYLOR, Chairman. 
On motion, the report is adopted and committee discharged. 
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.MISC ELL,\\ E<ll'8 Bl'.SINESS. 
On motio11, the moderator appoints a srwcial committee as 

follow:;: Brl'tlm•u 0. ,J. Tavlor, J. 0. :\latthl'WS a11<l ,J. H. 
Wib,rn. 'l'hc object of thi,/ciim111ittee is to Nase from 01ir 
m11rntt,., the uanws of our ministers _who haw died, or who 
ham m1i\·1·d <•ut of the _<\ssoeiatiou. Also who are uot in fel­
lowship ;1; ti1 .~onll' church of ·our faith, or who are not pn·acl1 
ing our d,,etrine. 

On moli.,u, it is agre,•11 not to hold any Union '.\lediug,i in 
the next ,,Nwciatio11al _y,•ar. _ 

Ou n10tiou, the ckrk i,; to superintend the printing of the 
minutes, to h:ne 700 eopies p1•i11ted, and send them to the 
clerks of tl.e churches in proportion to membership, 

On motion, the Finance Committt•e is requt-~ted to pay all 
the funds iu t.lwir hands to the Treasurer. 

01~ motion, it is ugn•ed to hold the 1wxt session of thi:. 
Association with Union Grove Church :ir Kt•nuedy 4 miles 
north of Wister, L 'I'. _ . _ 

On motion, the time to meet is changed so as to meet Fri­
day night before the third Habbath in August, A. D. 1800. 

On motion, Elder 0. J. Taylor is dt•cted to preach the 
introductory sermon at 11 o'clock Saturday, a. m., Elder G. 
\\' . .\ tterh1:rrv, alternate. 

Ou uwtiuu; .i. vott• of thanks is given to Oak Grove Church 
and citizens of this community for kindness shown to mem­
bers and ,·isitors of the Association during this session . 

. On motion, the Association adjourns to meet at the time 
and plac1.• prev10n~ly named. Closing service conducted by 
the lllo,lerator. 

J. M, UouEitTH, ?lloderator. 
E. BALDWIN, Clerk. 

OHDEH OF Bl!STNESS. 
, .1. Read letters-from the churches, 
\·2. Election of officers. 

·a. · Reception of qew churches. 
4. Invitntion to visiting brethren to take seats. 
5, Call fur correspondents. _ · 
6. Appointment of committees. · 
7. Call for.reports of committees. 
8. Miscellaneous business. 
:,. Appointment of correspondents. 

10. 1'1me and place of holding the next session. 
11. E!t:clion of a minister to preach the introductory sermon. 
12; Adjournment of the_ Association. . 

i ., 
" (. 



CO?\~TJ'ITTIOK. 

From long experience, we the members of · the Freewill 
Baptist Ch_urch_ of Christ, being regularly lmptize,l · up,rn a 
profession of our faith in Jes119Christ, and being convinceJ 
of the necessity of a combination of churches to perpetuate a 
union and communion amongst us, and to pr{'aerve and main­
tain correspondence with each other, <lo therefore ordain this 
constitution for our better church government 

I. This Association shall be composed of memLers chosen · 
by different churches in our union,- not fX<'enlipg three delP­
gates in each church, and on pro<luciug lt>tters shall be· enti-
tled to seats. · 

2. · Letters from the different churches are to express 
their number in fellowship, the 11umher received by experi­
ence, letters of recommeutlittion, the· n11111ber dismissed, 1ex­
cluded, restored, and thosl· who hare dit-<l since the Asso­
ciation. 

3. The members thus choseu a1,d co11ve1Je<l to be denomi­
nated the Territorial Association of Freewill Baptists, being· 
composed of surdry churcht-s in th_e Indian Territory-the 
Association having no power tu Lunl it over God's heritage, 
nor to have any ecclesiastical power over the churches, re­
serving the nght of withdrawing from any church becoming 
disorderiy. ', · . 

4. The Association to have a Moderator, Clerk and Treas­
urer, who are to be chosen by the suffrage of the members 
present. . 

. 5. Newly constituted churches may ·be admitted to _the 
Association, w hicb. are to petition by letter and delegates, 
and if upon examination they are found to be orthodox aud 
orderly, they may be received into the Association, the Mod-
erator giving the right hand of fellowship. · · 

6. No question from any chut·ch shall come under the 
consideration of the Association, unless it has first been dis-
cussed in its own church. · . 

7. Every motion made and secoriJed shall come under the 
consideration of the Association, except it be wi_thdrawn by 
the member who made it. . . 

8. The Association is to endeavor to furnish the churches 
with minutes of the Association in pro1iortio11 to the number 
of members in each church. the distribution being at the 
discretion of the Association. · 

9 •. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular file 
of the miautes of the Associatimi on a book to be kept by 
the Association for this purpose. 



7 

10. The minutes of the .Association shall be rea<l un<l 
com•cted if 11Pede<l:and sigrwd by the Mollerator and Clerk 
bt>fore the close of·theAi:soC'iation. 

1 L Amendments to the Constitution may be ma<le when 
nec(•ssury by a mujority of the members present. 

--o-.-

01UlA lX ED l\lINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFJ,'ICE8" 

EJ,ler 0 .• J. TA YLOH, McLain, Indian Territory. 
" J. M. ROBERTS, McLain, I. 'I'. 
'' J. E. l\IcGEE, Cameron, I. 'l'. 
n ,J. H. BROWN, Whitefield, I. 'l'. 
,, J. 1-1~ ,v1LSO!_i, Fanshaw, I. '11. 
" · C. P1iELrs, Hartshorn, I. T .. 
" G; T. BRASSFIED, Hartshorn,l. T. 
'' ,T. A. BERRY,, Hartshorn, I. T. 
" J. \V. Y ANDU:, Red Oak, I. T. 
" J. T. D11NN, Wall, I. T. 
" U. \V. ATTrnrrn,mv; Hartshorn, I. T. 
•• J. 11. LAc1rnY, Proctor, I. T. 
" G. W. SP1tINOF!ELD, Cameron, I. 'l'. 
,; \V. S. B1s1,:, Burney, I. 1'. 
" ,I. W. BinumALTER, Tahquah, I. T. 

LICENTIATE )rINISTlmS A~D THEIR POST OHICES. 

E. BALDWIN, Cameron, I. T. 
R. BnowN, Red Oak, I. T. 



FORMS. 

EOR)[ OF A cmmcn LETTER TO TUE ASSOCIATIOX. 

INDIAN TERIUTOHY, Cherokee ond Choctaw Nation~ . 

........ ...................... Church to the Territorial Association <,f 
Freewill Baptists, whe11 a;-sembled with .......................... . 

,v es.end us delegates from our Church Bro, ................. . 
.......................................... whom we pray you receive to sit 
with you and aid you in your del1bera1ions. · 
[ Add Statistical Report, state of religion, post office ad­
dress, numlJer of fellowship, &c. J 

Done in Church conference .................. I SD .. .. 
. . . ..... l\loJerator . 

....................................... ........ Clerk. 

u:TTlm OP lllS)IISS.\L. 

This certifies that.. ................................... .is a mem her of 
· good standing of the Freewill B~ptist Ol~urch at .............. . 

and as such we recommend him to the. fellowship of 
God's people. 

Done by order of Church in conference .................... 189 .. 
.................. : ............................. ~loderutor . 

........................ · ....... · ......... Clerk. 

FORlll OF A ogAcoN's LETTER. , . 
• 

This is to certify that Bro ............................... .is a worthy· 

deacon of our church and we recommend him as being 

worthy of his calling. 

Done in Church conference th.is ........ day of ........ 189 .. 

. .............. ........... , .......... Moderator . 
....... · ............................ : ........... Clerk. 

C ________ .;._ _________________ _;_ __ ____.r1 



. . 
1. At evt>ry sitting, business _ shall be opened and con­

cluded by prayer l,y the ~1oderator, or whoms'Jever he may 
request. 

2. Mini~ters present. invited to seats, are_allowed to take 
pirt in tldiate on all subjects; but not to vote. 

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the Modera­
tor. Personal reflections shali be arnided in all debates. 

4. No motion shall be discussed without being ser•onded. 
5. When a motion has been made and seconded aud a 

member opposeil its discussion, the Moderator shall put the 
question: - ~hall it b_e discussed? If negative, the question_ 
shitll be dismissed. · 

6. If any proposition or motion under debate con tarns two 
or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any mem­
ber and a vote takPn-. 

7, Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. 
8. No one shall speak more than twice on any subject 

without dJll'cial lt>:ive of the Moderator. · 
9. All questions· decided by a majority of the members 

pre,ent. _ ·: -• 
10. No Member shall absent himself without special leave 

of the Moderator, 
11. ~linutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before 

the close of the Association, if necessary. _ 
12. In the future sessions of the Association, arrange­

ments shall be m~d0 to insure two or. mo·re sermons each· day, 
or other equivalent exercises. 

13. The rules of order shall be distinctly· read from the 
chair immediately after the organization of the AssociatiQ~, 

14; Alterations may be made m these rules at any regu;. 
lsr session of the Association. ·· · 

. 9 
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ARTICLES Of<' FAITH. 

1. We belie~e in one trne an<l liviug Go<l, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, an<l these three an• Ollll in Divine essencB, 
power and glory. Homan,, 1:20: ,John 1:1. 

2. We believe that tlw Scriptures of the Old and Nt.w 
Testament is the \Vord of God, an<l the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice. 2 Timnt hy :l:Ui . 
. ·3. We believe that God cn·att-d man /!nod and gave him 
holy commandments wh('rPhy he sh1111lll Jim holy, but man.· i 
voluntarily <lisobeyed the comm incl 111e11 ts A Oo<l, transgrrssell t 
the law and fell un<ler the just co111le11111ation _ of the same, 1 whereby all mankind are sinnt>r 0 , not h_v C,"l11strai11t, but by ,_ 
choice, being partakers of the ,i11f11I nature 11ttaine<l by the } 
fall, and that m~n is unabhi tu ~ave lii111~elf with his own ! 
power, but we see Jesus for the suffering of death crowne<l 
with giory that He, by r he gl':lrw of Ull1I ta,ted death for i 
every man. Genesis _I:31; llehrPW~ :.!:fl { 

4. We believe that Christ hy his dioath, suffering und I 
resurrecHon purchased our pa1do11 a11d Pffere<l it freely to Hll _ / 
mankind upon pri11c1ph·s uf repe1,ta11ce toll'ard God a11d faith ,; 
in the Lorri Jesus Christ. He now com111a1ul; all men e,ery- ! 
where to repent; therefort• he saith: • Look unto me and he { 

· ye saved all .ye ends of tlw earth, for l am (iod and ti.ere is f 
none else." Matthew 5:17; Isai:th 45:22; Acts 20:22. l 

5. · We believe that adult persons must be regenerated and ij. 

born of the spirit of God if they inherit eternal life. John . 
3:3; Homan 5:1~13. '( 

6. We belie\'e that infants arid idiots are saved upon the i 
merits of the Son of God. Jonah 4:11; Mark 10:14; Luke ; 
18:16. \ 

7. We believe that all Christians should persevere in / 
grace and be foi•hful to tilt' euol; if they inherit eternal life, I 
for blessed are they that d<> hi,; commandments that they { 
may have right to the tret> of life and enter in through tho ( 
gate to the city. H.evelar ious ~2:14, _ · i 

8, We believe that haptiotn hy iri1111t•1·~i,rn is the apostolic I 
mode, even the burial of the believer in water; and that J 
Christ, who is• our life, showeti bis hnrnhle example to His / 
children and bids us walk therein. John :J:22; Matthew 3:16; ,

1
, 

Romans 6:2, 3, 4, 5; Matthe1v 2~: Hl, 20. -

lO F 
i 
1 
1 
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j 
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!I. \Ve lielit•ve that no,! in llis goo<lut•ss displa_ys his 
poweJ of <3raee in a l!rt·at, dt"gree, iu c·alli11g :.rn<l q11a]ifyillg 
H iR :serrn11 ts hy the teachi 11g of the 11 oly (l ho~t a11d l.iy the 
i11>itr11ction of Ilis \,\'onl. to go forth and proclaim lifo and 
salvation without price. Ue bids 11s freely COllll', and nothing 
pre\-e11t;; tlw salvation of a1,y hut their own stubborn n:belliou 
and 8inful refusal to come. I Corinthia11s 1:!:3; Ephl'~ians 
3 ,; lhwelatiollS 22:17. . 

10. \V(• b,~liev.e that baptism and the Lord's Supper, nnd 
the washing of the saints' fret. an<l the• kl'£•ping of the Lord's 
day holy and ·abstuinrng from woddly lusts and carnal 
cares, a11d to assemble ourselvts ·togt>ther, is an orname11t 
which prepares and t,eautifies ·tlw soldiers of the cross to 
m'tlrch onward in the army oft he Loni. ~latthew 26:28, 
John 13:4, 5. · 

11. We be!ieve that 11011e h:.ve a right to baptism· only 
those w,ho have ohtainrd a livi11g hope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and none. have a right to administer the same on)J 
those who are called of God.aud bani come under the hands, 
of thP Presbytery of Elder~; and each church ought to have a 
pastor, deacon and clerk chosen by the church and. continue 
in oflice durin~ the good pleasure of the same;, and in dealing 
with disorderly nwmbL·rs, reference should be had to tht- 18th 
chaptrr of llatthew and other scriptures relative to· dealing 
with disorderly members. In all cases a majority shall rule, 
except· in recdving members,. which shall be unanimous. 
'l'itus·l:5; Acts 14:23; 2 Corinthians 6:6. 

12. · \\'e believe it the duty of each church tQ assemble 
themselves together once a month, and that it is the duty of 
the pastor of the church when sitting forth the Lord's Sup­
per and _washing the saints'. feet to invite ull Uhristians. 
Hebrews 10:26; I Corinthians 11:27, 28. 

13. We believe in the ·resurrection of the dead, of both 
the just and the unjust •. The 1·esureectiou of the just to glory 
and immortality in the presence .of God; the unjust to ever­
lasting shame and banishmeut from the presence of God • 
.MattliP-w 25-31; Coriuthiuns 15:42-45; 2 Thesselonians 1:1-11; 
Revelations 30:10 and 21:!J; Job 19:26. 
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ESSAY ON THE LOIW'S SUPl'EH. 

On motion, it was agreed that. the following essay be ap. l 
pended to our minute~: · · l 

The Lord'i,1 Supper was instituted by our Saviour and all 
his people· huve au equal right to it. And that right is a l 
birth right. For by one spirit are we all bapti1.Nl into 011e. , 

body. 1st Cor. 12c, 13v: This is uot water baptism, but it 
is· spiritual baptism. Agaiu, Uhri,,t says l am the door by 
me if any man eut~r in he shall be saved. John lOc, Uv. ·He 
that entereth not by the door into the shetJpfold but climbeth 
up some other way the same h; a thid aud a robber. John 10c, 
4v. Christ is not water baptism, au<l yt't he says he 1s the 
door. Now he that entl•r11 iu Ly the door e•1ters in by Obrist. 

He thou should have full fellu11ship aud equal rights 
with all Christians. Let a mau t'Xau1i11u himself and so let 
him eat of that bread anti drink of that cup, for he that eat­
eth and drinketh unwort111ly eateth ati"d <lriuketh damnation 
to himseif not discerning thti Lun!'s bouJ.:....uot to the church 
but to himself. It is a personal 11iatter iu judging and in 
eating. The church that dues judge irn<l ex elude any of God's 
people is not acting in kt'epiug with the iustructions given to 
the church at Corinth. 'l'o thus judge and exclude one of 
the children of God is to offend the child so judged and ex­
cluded. 

Now listen to Christ: "He that offends one of these little 
ones that believe in Me it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck and that he bf drowned in the 
depths of the sea.'' Matt. Sc, 6v. 1 Cor. 10c, verses 30, 31 and 
32, It is contended thut they of the same foith and ol'der 
should be entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper. I admit 
that true faith is the means by which men become Christians. 
If this is what is meant by the same faith, I shall not object. 
We are agreed, but if sect:it1 tu Le inferred, I do object. As 
to order, if noth(ng but Uospel order is meant very well; but 
I do not think that one child of God should dictate just whut 
another should believe. Or wh,1t church he should belong to 
in order that he may be in the right church, for the church 
is but an organic body of Christians.and simply placing your 
name on the roll book of the best church on earth does not 
make you a Christian; neither will a like process in the.worst 
church make you a sinner. · 

12 



The }<;uunch belien-tl a111l was baptized. \Vhat church 
1lirl he join:' Here is faith an1l here is order. Now I ask if 
the Ennuch was here to-day' aml wish to cou1mune with some 
of the churche·s would he he allowed the right:' No he would 
he objected to beca1,se he was not of the same faith and order. 
Yet he is admitted in heaven, but nay he could not he·admit­
ted to a sectarian table. At the Lord's table all his people 
h,He a perfect right be he whom he may, aud when the Sup­
per is sPt,atnl·all of God's people are not invited, it is not the 
Lord's Supper, but a sectarian Supper. So we being manv 
are one body in Christ, and every one members one of anotli­
er. Romans 12c, 5v. And the way we become one botly 1s by 
being baptized into that body, and of cou·rse, this is spiritual 
_liaptism. He that gets in by water baptism is not one of the 
spiritual household. 

And when any one gets into that body in a legal way, he 
bas 11, legal right'to aHthe benefits and privileges of that hotly. 
For we being many are one bread and one body for we are all 
partakers of that one bread. 1 Cor. l0c, 17v. By partaking 
we exhibit a oneness of that body. Who is meant by ''We?'' 
It certainly means all Christians of all ages. When you come 
togetbe1', tarry one for another. Be of·one mind, but let the 
\-Vor<l of Hod control the mind. If it ever had been intended 
by the Saviour· that the- Supprr should be guarded by the 
wisdom of men to discern between the pure and the impure, 
he would have made them wiser than they are. But thl' stand­
point from which they ju<lge is water baptism and a lt>gal 
administrator of the same. So if baptism by immersion and 
a legl1l administration is the qualification required, this set­
tles the matter and Ohristi~n character is entirely left out. 
By which some make a woeful mistake for after all this pre-

. caution some li:we been found unworthy of the least of the 
privileges of any church. · 

To ~dmit immersion to be the only mode of baptism and a 
true believer receiving it, is this not all right some would an-

, swer. If by a lt,gal administration this is all that is wanting 
it is not a p:aely personal matter. So he has been as truly 
baptized when this is do11e. Each have performed r -personal 
duty. If I had never been baptized and hau to wait till I 
found oue whom I knew to be a legal administrator I would 
never be baptized at all as I cannot know the heart of man. 
Two acting in concert, one in good faith and the other not; 
The one is blest and the other is not. Every Christian is 
strictly responsible for his own acts and not for another. 
Simon thl' sorcer believed and was baptized and that by a 
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legal adminiscrator, a11d y,•t it wa,; di.~cov(•r('ti tli,\t b,, wa.-: 11ut 
a Christian. ~owe se,• that haptis111 by a !,~gill ad111i11i~rratur 
does not coufor a11y claims u po11 him to uny Chri-tia11 rights, 
as this case proves 1t to lw a p,·rsm1al mattt>r. 

'I'he apostle did his duts, but Hi111011 did not, or ,·icr 1·,}rsa, 
the apostle inspired as he was did uot diH'l'rll the t'1il in 
Simon's heart, neither can we kuow t.he ht>art of man. \\' /JPu 
we <lo onr uuty it is ours. \\'hen an applir·arion it i3 his. :--;o 
we find that faith, rt>pentancP, baptism, and ( 'hrii,;ti,u. d111it•cl 
all are personal aucl only accountable to <io,J a11d not to 111:in. 
Various arc the opinions of 11.ien and if in• 11~e the l'apar'ity 
that God has gi veu, I do not thi u k that w1• sli1111 ltl be t"l,•r11al · 
ly condemneJ for what we cannot help. Tl1t• church of Ctiri,t 
is divided into many members, but it is one .;,piri1ual body, 
and Christ the ho,Hl and they should have the ~a11H, earn u11t' 

· for another as the 11at11ral has for its membt•r~ yet th('y du 
not p~rform the same o!Iice. Yet they should all suusen~ tfw 
same mterests of the body. 

Should Christians all commune together at the Lore!'.~ tablt·:' 
I answer what the Lord has joinrd togethPr Id 110 man pnt 
asunder •. We have something more than forty three states in 
the union. They are all free and i111lepenclent stat1•s, and y1•t 
they are all united as one and have eqnal right&. Bnt i11 the 
union they have one great central point at which to m11rt 1111d 
testify that they are frte and ir,dt'pen<lent states, yet one 1'a­
tion. All Christians should have oue Ct•ntral point at which 
to meet and let the world know that they an• 0111", and let that 
be at the Lord's.-table, where all Christians fNd alike if they 
do not think alike. 

All Ohriiitians preach together, pray together aud love to­
gether and tihould tht•y not commune together'! Aud will tlH'j' 
all meet at last in the sanw holy and happy Jund, then uuiou 
and free communion wiil Le the joy of us all. Our Saviour 
said at the last Supper.that be would drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine with us till he drank it a new in his Father's 
King11om. Then all Christians of all ages will meet around 
one common table in Hcavefi as we find ourselves thus assem­
bled around one Lord's table in Heaven so it shoul<l be so on 
earth. 
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