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PROCEEDINGS, 
'I'he seventh annual sess1011 . of the Territorial 

Fi:ecwi11 Baptist Association met with Liberty church, 
No. 2, at Ponola, Indian Territory, on Friday night · .. 
before the first Sunday in September, A: D. lQ0O. At'. 

which, meeting we were pleasantly entertain,ed by Elder 
E. Baldwin, Elder S. W. Burkhalter cbncluding. The 
scripture preached from is rei:orded in the 1st chaptet:'; 

, · and 3rd verse of St. John. After -preaching, band~. 
1 

shaldng and many expressions of joy the b~dy was : 
adj~urned unti(Saturday morning ~t 9 o'clock. 

SATURDAY l\lORNING, SEPTEMBER 1, 1900. 

Saturday morni!lg at 9 o'clock the Association met 
pursuant to adjournment . .'After singing by the con-

. gregation and prayer by. Bro. J; E. McG.ee the Moder­
ator addre$sed th.e delegation briefly;and letters from· 

·the. churches of .the Association were handed in and 
c~ntents noted as per statistical· t~ble appended .. The 
number ot ministers and delegateS present being note'.d, 
and a quorum being- found present, it was agreed to 
permanently organize the pody by th~ election of offi­
cers for the ensuing- year. Elder J. H. C11llv. ~as 
appointed to act as teller in the election, wbereu pon the 
announ,~ement was made that Elder- I. W. Yandell be 
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our Moderator for the ensuing year, and Elder J. M. 
·Roberts, Assistant Moderator; Wm. J. Hulsey, clerk 

. . : 

and Elder E. Baldwin, assistant clerk . . . 
Petitionary letters 'were. called for, and one was 

handed in and read; an~ it appearing to the satisfaction 
oHhe Association. that it had been organized according 
to our decorum, and s.ound in ~<?ctrme.. · 1 

On motion it was received i_n full fellowship of' this. 
Association and its name ~nd statistics ordered en~·olled 
in the minutes,· the :M:oderator extending-_ the right 
hand of fellowship to th~ deleg~tes. . 

On motion the Moderator is authorized and re-, 
quested to appoint all commiUees needed for the trans­

,. action of business done at this session of the Associa­
t10n. 

. . 
Comm,ittees were appointed as follows: 

On Devotiopal Exercises·.:;_Brethren R. Bro,".n, B. 
J. Davis and ,I. Adams. 

. ' 

On Sabbath Schook-Brethren J. C. Matthews, J. 
W. Burkhalter, J; H. Wili,on and C. C. Ollar . 

. On Teniperance . .:.:..B,retlit~n- J. C. Matthews, C . 
. Phelps and G. B. Kim?r~. 

On Obituaries.-Brethren J.1D, Young, H. Sava~e 
and J. W. Scott, Jr. 

On Ministerial. Cbaracter.-Bretbren. C. C. H~as, 
H. Matlock and --- (one lost). 

On Finartce.-Brethren J. W. Baldwin, J. F. Mus-
grav'is and H._ D. ~oodwm: _ _ 

On Bill of Arrangements.-Brethren E. Baldwin, 
J. E. Roberts and J. E. McGee, to be assisted by ,tb,e 
Moderator and clerk. 
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On motion the body was adjourned with prayer by 
Bro. i. M'. Roberts; to come together for preaching at 
11 o'clock, and for business at 2:30 p. m. 

At 11 a. m. the congregation was called together hy 
'singing, and after short song and prayer service the 

mtroductory sermon was preached by Bro. J. M. 
·~oberts, Bro .. J. E. iicGee, concluding. The principal 
scriptu"re preached fro1n is recorded in the 11th chapter 
of Hebrews. 

1 

; 

The Association met at 2:30 p. m. pursuant to 
adiournment, and Vias opened with prayer _by Bro. J. 
H. Wilson. As none of the committees were ready to 
report, the clerk proceeded to eriroll the na11?,es of dele­
gates and ordained and Jicen·sed ministers. 

On motion Bro. J. H. Cully was seated as corre­
sponding delegate from Missouri. 

On motion the clerk is ordered to enter the 1·ecord 
of the ordination of Bro. E. Baldwin at the last session 
of this Association, whicJ:i was by some cause left out 
of the minutes of the last session. 

On motion the Moderator 1s authoriz~d to appoint 
some memher of this, Association to write upon 'some 

- chosen subject, a circular letter, the same to_ be pre­
sented to this A-,sociation at its next annual sessiori ior 
correction and be e'ntered upon the minutes. 

Also to appoint several. members of this body to 
write upon· ~hosen subjects to be presented to. this 
body at its next annual session for discussion ... 

On motion tbe cl~rk is or<ler'ed to reinsert the 
essay on ''The Lord's Supper'' previously. entered on 
t-he minutes of this Association, and the same to· be 

. 

! 
I 

~

,I 
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entered each year untii 'ordered to be left qut, by this 
'body .·while in session. " 

On motion credentials are granted fro.m this Asso­
ciation to Bro. H. 11. Bristo, merited by previous ordi­
nation by the United Baptist, and exami11atio'n 1:>y th~ 
Moderator of this Association. · 

On motion we adjourned to come tog;ther at 7:30 
p. m.· fo~ devotional exercises, and at 9 o'clock Monday 

. q . 

morJ1ing tor -business: 

. At 7:30 the congregation was called together 'by 
singing, and we. were ably addressed by 'Elders J. H .. 
Cully and J. Vf,. Burkhalter. After p1·eaching Bro. J. 
M. Roberts delivered an exhortation which merited and 
1naintained great interest. After prayer the, meet~ng 

• was closed until Sunday mormng at 9:30. · 
- ' -, Sunday morning at 9:30 services were ·begun by 

singing. After a lengthy prayer and praise service the 
congregation took an intermission of about fifteen min: 
utes to come· together for pr~aching at 11 o'clock. 

At 11 o'clock the congregation was called ·together, 
for preaching, by· singing: A/ter singing prayer was 
offered by Bro. J. W. Scott: After-: prayer Elder I. W. 
Yandell preached from· the 4th chapter and 4th verse of 
Thessalonians, Elder J. M. Roberts concluding. The 

. I 
subject wa~ well and. ably handled and will be long 
remembered by those present . 

. After preaching the congregation retired for 
refreshments to return at 4 o'clock p. m. 

At 4 o'clock evening services "·ere begun by sing­
ing and prayer. Elder H. M. Brist_o preached from the 
17th verse of the 22nd chapter of Revelations, Elder. C. 
Phelps concluding. The discourse was very intere . .:,t-

• • 
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ing, and all present seemed to enjoy it very much. 
After preaching Elder J. H. Wilson was called on to 
continue the ser.vices, and he delivered an interesting 
exliortation. The services were closed by prayer, and 
the congregatio1 dismissed to reassemble, at 7:30 

o'clock. . 
•J 

At 7:30 p.';m., senices were begun by singing. Af­
ter singing and prayer, Elders J. H. Cully and J.E. Mc­
Gee ably addressed the congregation from. the 13th 
verse of the 13th chapter of Paul's First Letter to the 
Corinthians. After preaching, Elder J. M. Roberts 
called for mourners with a result of six convertions and 
others be,ng greatly impressed of the folly of sin. Af­
ter a joint-petition to God fo1' penitent souls the congre­
g_ation was dismis~ed to reconvene for business at 9. 
o'clock Monday morning. 

MONDAY MORNING, SEPT. 3, 1900._ 

At 9 o'clock, Monday morning, the delegat}on was 
. called together for business by singing and opened with 
prayer by Bro. J. M. Roberts. 

· The Moderator calle~f for the reports of commit­
tees. ,which were_ presented and adopted as follows: 

' ON TEMPERANCE. 

We, yoUJ: Committee ·on Temperance, do not see 
that we can make any discreet ch.ange i~ the report 
adopted on Temperance by this Association heretofore, 
which reads ,as follows: That it is our honest convic­
tion that intemperance is the direct and indirect cause 
of nine-tenths of all the crimes committedinallourland, 

. and it is a mighty mean~ of keeping back thousands of 
men and women from making peace witq their Savior. 
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It invades the peaceful homes of women and children, 
blasting and withering the fairest flowers of our Lord. 
It beclouds the mind and corrupts the morals and de-

. stroys the mind of both old and youn·g. it makes wid­
ows of Christian-hearted mothers, and brings both them 
and' their children to want. It corrupts the bar, the 
bench, and the pulpit, state legislattffeS and the halls of. 
congress, and no one is' beyond its reich and powerful 
influence. Therefore it is our desire as Christians and 
children of God to banish thedemon beyond our churches 
and our country, and that all true-hearted Christia~ns 

. should take part in delivering fallen man from its blight­
mg- influence. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. C. MATHI~WS, 

C. PHELPS, 

G. B. KrnrnRo: 
On motion, th·e report 1s adopted and !=Ommittee 

discharged. 
• I 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

We, your Committee on Sabbath Schools, see fit to. 
recommen9 the re-adoption of the following report; to­
wit: We believe it is the <luty of each Chni·ch to main:­
tain a Sabbath School, and let it be understood that ,ve, 
as Freewill Baptists, recommend· Union as the basis 
for all Christian people to do the will of our Father in 
Heaven.· "l'hat ,ve, as Chri~tians, shduld unite all of 
our efforts to keep our children in Sabbath Scboob, that 
it may be the means of bringing them to Christ. We 
earnestly request all of our ministers and deacons to 
do all they can to help maintain a lively Sabbath School 
and prayer-meeting in all of our churches, which is the· 
life of all our churches and neighborhoods. \Ve recom-
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mend the Scripture 0f the Old and New Testaments as 
our main literature in all of our churches. 

1

Rer::pectfully submitted,.• 
•· J. C. MATHEWS, 

J. H. Wn.soN, 
C. C. OLLAR. 

. On motion, the. report· is adopted and committee 
discharged. 

,ON OBITUARIES. 

We, your Committee on Obituaries report as fol­
lows: ~It is fit that we stop•amid the turmoils of dbis 
life and give thought and.meditation to the dead for the 
living know that they must die. We sorrow butrnot as 

,those who have nohope. Whereas it has pleased 'the 
Lord to tafre from o~r midst our belov~d b;eth;en, 
Pe,ter Kuydendall of Oak Grove church, J. H. Brown of. 
Liberty church No. 1, Bro. Weaver of Field's Chapel, 
J. H. Gosaway of Union church and A. Barnhill of Lib­
erty church No. 1; our beloved.sisters, Mrs. Peter Kuy·:.. 
dendall of Oak Grove ~hurcb, Bashby Pitts ofHarts­
horne church, Sallie Adams and Ora Scott.of c~~cord 
church and Ida Lials of Liberty church· No. 2, ~ve sub:.. 
mit to the will of God knowing that'He doeth all things 
Wefeelass1iredthat thefpa~sed away in the triumph-of 
a living faith, and we realize that· our loss is their 
eternal gain. 

Respectfully su b~itted, 

J. D. YOUNG, 

H. SAVAGE, 

J. w. Sco'l'T, Jr. 

On motion, the report 1s adopted and corµmittee 
discharged. 
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ON BILL OF ARRANGEMENTS, 

We, your committed on Bill of Arrangements, re.:. 
port as follows: 

We do not believe that the brethren or this Associ­
ation should ordain ariy brother to the ministry without 
he has a reco_mmendation warranting the appropriate­
ness of the same from the church to which he l?_elongs. 
Also we will not recognize any ordained minister unless 
he has a recommendation from the church to which, he 
belongs. 

'Furthermore, we will not recognize any··or/dination 
·unless the presbytery consisted of ordained ~inisters 
of our faith and in good standing. 

Furthermore, we recommend that each church 
elect one or more stewards, the duty of whom it shall 
be to visit each member of the church as soon as is con­
venient after each annual s·ession of , this Associotion, 
and with importunity gain their signatur~s, obligating' 
themselves to donate to a common church ' fund, the 
am'ount donated by each member to be designated by 
said member, a:nd full payment thereof to be made 
before the next annual session of this Asiociation. it 
shall be the duty of said stewards to visit each member 
as often as is convenient and appropriate for the pur­
pose of obtaining partial payments on said obligations; 

. that there may be money in the treasury at· all times, 
so we may be able to assi~t the ministry and other 
righteous ca:'uses at the time needed. It shall be the 
duty of each steward to receipt for all money received, 
partial or iq full, according to the payment, and that 
they give over all money received to the treasurer of 
the church and be receipted for the same._ 
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Furthermore, tbat .the disposal of this treasury 
fund be entirely under. the control of a quorum of the 
church. Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. ROBERTS, 

J.E. McGEE, 

E. BALDWIN, 

l. W, YANDELL, 

WM, ,J. HULSEY, 

<;)n rootlon the report is adopted and committee 

- discharged. 
ON MINISTERIAL CHARACTER, 

We,, your- Conimi~tee ·on •Mmisterial Charter, re-

port as follows: 
As far as we can learn our ministers are all in gooq 

standing and are doing a· good work in the Master's 
vineyard. 1 Respectfully submitted, 

H. MATLOCK, 

ON FINANCE, 

c. c. HAAS. 

(one name lost.) 

·we, you1· Committee - on Finance, report as fol-
' -, 

lows: 
We find in the bands of the. treasurer of this Asso-

ciation $18.40, which was sent from the churches of this · 
Association to pay fo~ the printing ~t the. minutes of 

this session of the Association. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. BALDWIN, 

J. F. MusGR~VES, 

H. D. GoonWIN, 

On motion the report 1s adopted and committee 

discharged. 



-10-

~IISCCLLAXEOUS, OR NEW BUSINESS. 

On motion we received a lecture from Bro. J. H. 
Culley of Missouri.· 

On motion we recommend that Liberty· church No. 
2 grant ·Bro. W. B. Wheele1: license to preach the 
gospel. 

On motion the .treasurer is requested to supp,y 
the sec1~etary ,vith money to pay for the printing of the 
minutes; ·and the secretary is.requested to supply each 
church of this Association v,ith a reasonable portion of 
1i1inutes of this session. 

On motion we accept of our evangelist, Bro. I. W. 
Yandell, the following report, to-wit: . . . 

Preached, approximately, 450 sermons. 

Organized cm~ church. 

Baptized 12. 
Received $$4. 75. 

On motion each minister is to make a definite re-· 
·· port, of all work done .and aid received, to the next 

annual session of this body. · 

B1:o. K Baldwin ,was appoitited · by the Moderat~r • 
to write the circular fetter to be ente1·ed in the minutes 
of the next annual session of this Assosiation.· He 1s 
to write on the "Plan of Salvation." 

Letters for dfscnss1011 ,vere to be written as fol-
lows: 

Bro. J. W. Burkhalter on "Fdot Washing." 
Bro. R. Brown on "Apostasy." 
Em. H. M. Bristo on the "Proper Subject for. Bap­

tism." 



On motion it is agreed to he , next annual' 
session at Fields' Chapel. one mile ca:st of. Star Valley, 
Ind. Ter., to convene Friday night before the First 
Sunday in September, A. D. 190S). 

'. On motion Bro. E. Baldwin is t~ preach the intro-· · 
ductorv sermon, Bro. J. E. McGee to conclude . 

.., . . \ 

On motion 1t was agreed to have union meetings_ as, 
follows: 

Oak Grove-Fifth Sunday i'n September, 1900. . ' 
Re~ Oak~Fifth Sunday in December, 1900. 

New Home-Fifth Sunday in March, 1901. 

New Harmony-Fifth Sunday in .June, 1901. 

On motion vote. of thanks is g~ven to Liberty 
church No. 2, an<l the citizens of Ponol?, community for: 
kindness and hospitality shown ,to members and ~is-
1tors of this Associafion. We feel under special obliga­
tions to Messrs. Joe French, L. J. Flener, S .. Harves­
ton and S. French, who, while they <lid not claim a 
hope_ in Christ, sho,,ve<l a greift interest in ·his cause; · 
even proposed to prepare.provision and feed to furnis i 

the menibe{·s of the Associatiolfito their homes. May. 
all the members of the Xssoci,i:ffbn remember them m 
thefr prayers. 

On motion the· As::cociation adjourn~ to meet at the 
time and place before stated. 

Closing services were conducted by the Moderatoi-. 
I. Vv. YANDELL, 1\1oderator . 

. WM. J. Hur..sEY, Clerk. 

- By some unknown cause the ordination of ·Bro. E. 
Baldwin was not recorded 111 the minutes of the last 
session of this Association. 

•· 

... 



B~·o. -E. Bald·win wa;, l;igally ordained at the last 
session of this Assdci:tt~Oli. b);. ~'presbvter3', consi~tinQ' 

• ; • (., .J V 

of Brethren ·J; M. Roberts. J. · E. McGee and I. W. 
I. • , 

Yandell. t.' W. YANtlELL, .Moderator .. I •,· . . . 

WM. J. Hur.SEY, Clerk-'-· • 

OR_DAINED MINISTERS . \SD .THEIR POSTOFFICES. 

Elder J. C. Mathews, Ifi!rtshorr.e, I. T. 
. . , • i ' . 

Elder J.M. Roberts, >kLain, I. T. . . 

Elder E. Baldwin, Ha,'.kett; Ark. 
' " . ,, . 

Elcler J.E. McGee, C.i.m1.:ron, I. T. 

Elder J. E. Wilson, .B',inshaw·, I. T_. 

Elder I. W. Yandell,'Ped Oak, I. T; 

Elder C. Phelps, South McAlestei·, I. T. 
' ' , - . 

• Elder J. F. Springer, Hews, I. T. 

Elder R. Brown, Wilh,,!·ton, I. 'I'. 
Elder J. W. Burkhalter, Peggs, 1. T. 

LICENCIATE i'.ITNISTERS. A:,n THimL POST0FFICES. 

Elder.J. W. Scott, F~_w, I: T. 

Elder w. P. ~heefe~>I:-boniasville, I. T. 

·+ 

C0NST!TUTI0N. · 
' . +·. 

, From long experience~-~, .the members of the 
Freew1ll B'aptist Church of Ch'i"ist,: being regularly bap­
tized upon a profession of onr faith in Jesus Christ, and 
lJeing convinced of the necessity of a combination of 

· churches t_o perpetuate au i~fon and communion amongst 
us, and fo preserve and mai.1.1tain correspondence with 
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each other, do therefore oi1iin ·~his ~ouStitu:t;~i--ing~i.111 
. bet~er church government~. · ·. >-edit freely 

1 Tb'· A ' · · · : :Aance toward , · ts ssoc1atton shall be compai .~,,. 
Chose11 b d

0

ff t h '. · : H'll8tuw• • . y I eren c urches Ill our ur . . 
mg three delegates in each church jhe1efo1e he 
letters shall be entitled to 'scats. /all ye ends of the 

2 L 
, . ,rie else.'! Matt: 4:17; 

. etters •from. the ·differ' 
express their- numbe·r in fell~ 
qivod by experi~nce; letten;3011S must be regenerated 
number dismissed, exc.lude'J~if they inherit eternal life. 

• have died since the Associa( 

3. The·members~tliu/4. and idiots are.sav~d.upon 
denominated the Territo1.J. John 4: 11; Mark 10: 14; 

Bap.tists, b~ing comp~~ed( 

Indian Territory-the as/hristians ~hould persevere in 
Lord it over God's herita'~i end, iftl~ey inherit eternal ;,.-­
astical power over the chui' that do his commandment5)~':: 
withdrawing fr~rri any cht!o the tree of life and enter in 

4.. The Associationl~y .. Rev. 22: 14. 
Treasurer who are to h • • · · · h . · . ' . ':'Japt1sm by 1mmers1on ts t f'. 

member~ present. "<Lurial of the believer in water; 
5. Newly' constitute·t,ir, life, sho~ved His bumble• ex 

to the Association, wh.ich 0

1: b. - 1 lk th · · J. hn H s us wa · crem. o 
delegates, al)d if upon exc.,., ~ 4 S· 1\1 tt ;,3.19 20 

....... , ..,, ' ' ,l. a ... _. ' . 
orthodox and orderly, th · . 
Association, th~ Moderaod in His goodness dispb'.ys his 
f~llowship. ~t degree, in calling and qualify-

_6. No question fronileaching ~~ t_he ~'-?lY G~sba~d 
the consideration of the N '\Vord,.togocforth and proclaim 
been dis~ussed in its own,t price: H~ bids u~ freely_ ~om· 

. 7. Every motion mt salvation of any but their ,r 
under the consideration 0linful refusal to come. ,1 

withdrawn· by the membJ 17. 
- . I 

• t) 
i , 

/ 
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B~·o .. E. B,.sociation is to endeavor t? furnish :he 
session of this Ahutes of the Association.in proport10n 
of Brethi·en · J. M. nibers in each church, the distribu;._ 

Yap.dell. ·~etion of the Associatio,~-
WM. J. Hur.SEY, C1, t; · f the Clerk to keep a regu­

. "u yo 
OR_DAINED MINISTER6tp.e Association on a book to 

. Elder/, C. Mathews, _l{or thi~ purpose. 
Elder J. M. Roberts, :'.1,f;; Association shall be read 
· · ·, · d b · the Moderator Elder E. Baldwin, Ha~'.kct.~tgne Y . · 
~ : · • . ·-._ . :• 1.1e Association. 

Elder J. E. McGee, Cam1.,n. . · . 
,· . , . . . . l;nstitution may be made 

Elder J. E. Wilson, F ansha•.. ., ·f h b 
. ..· .lity ';o . t e . mem ers 

Elder I. W. Yandell, Ped Oa, .. · . 

Elder C. Phelps, South 1\'IcAL· H 
· ' ·· · ·. fAIT . 

Elder J. F. Springer, Hews, j 

Elder R. Brown, 1.Vilh1·,+ton, fa· living God. Father, 

Elder J. W. Bt~rkhalter: Pei1hree are one_ in Divine 
:< :1. 1: 20; John 1: 1.' 

LICENCIATE i\,rrNIS;I'ERS '.;_\~m Ti_ . · · 011 d N. . 
. , .. , · -:res of the < an ew ,, 

Elder.J. w. Scott, Fa►,.w,Iand the only infallible 
Elder W. P. Wheefe~~, 7.:iiorii;,. 3: 16. . . . . . I . 

'.f'. , . -~d man good and 'gave 

. _. h he should Jive holy, 
· · .' \the com_mandments of . 

CONST!TUTltll under the just con­
--·.~-,-~ \11 mankind are sinners· 

~ .· Fr_?m , lon_g e_xperience~ '? } being partakers of the 
I• reew11l Baptist Church of Chnsfi, and that man is unable 
tized upon a profession of onr faitchW, but we see Jesus 
being convinced of the nec:-rssit~

1

de \v_ ith glory that He, 
churches to perpetuate a tH~~on ~~re thcr, every man. Gen,. 
us, and fo preserve and m~wtamlr who 

,t,' ·[. 
I 

I ." 

) • 
\. 



-15-
. . 

4. '\Ve believe that Christ by his death, sufferingand 
resurrection purchas.ed our pardon ancl ofiered it freely 
to all mankind upon principles - of. repentance toward 

God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ .... 
mands aU men everywhere to. repent; therefore he~ 
eth: "Look unto me and be ye saved all ye ends of the 

··earth, for I am God and the1·e is n~:me _else.'! · Matt: 4:17; 
Isa. 45: 22, Acts 20: 22. 

S. We believe that adult persons must be regenerated 
, and born of the spirit of-God if they inherit eternal life. 
John 3:_ 3; Rom. ~: 1-13. 

6. We believe that infants and idiots arc.saved.upon 
the merits of the Son of God. John 4: 11; Mark 10: 14; 
Luke 18: 16. 

7. We belie\·e that all Christians should persevere in 
grace.and be faithful to the end, if tl~ey inherit eternal ~,--­
life, for blessed are they·. that do his commandmen~s/-':: 
that they. may have right to the tree of life and enter in · 
through the gate to the city. Rev. 22: 14. 

1 '8 . . We believe ,· that baptism by immersion is the 
apostolic 'mode, even the Lurial of th_e _believer in water; 
and that Christ, who is ·our-life, showed His humbl_e,ex 

ample to his children ~~Hl bids us walk therein. John 
3: 22; Matt. 3: 16; Rom. 6:2, 3, 4, S; Matt. 28: 19, 20. 

<). We believe that God in His goodness disphys his 
power of Grai;e in a great degree, in calling and qualify­

ing His servants by the te~c-hing of t_he B;<?JY G~sbahd 
by the instruction of His Vford,.togo forth and proclaim 
life arid salvation without price'. H~ bids us freely ~Olll' 
and nothing prevents the salvation. of any but their/ 
stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come. ,1 

, ' 
12: 3; Eph'. 3: 7; Rev. 22: 17. . 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
and the washing of the saints' feet, and· the keeping of 
the Lord's d_aiJ.l.oly and abstaining from worldly lus~s 
a~l cares, and to assembe ourselves together, ts 
an~ent. which prepares and beautifies the soldiers. 
of the cross to march onward in the. army of the Lord. 
Matt. 26: 28; John 13: 4; 5. 

lL We believe that none have aright to baptism only 
those who have obtained a living hope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and none have a right to administer the same 
_oJJly those who are called of God·and Lave come under 
the hands of the Presbytery of Elders; and each church 

~ , ' 

ought to have a pastor, deacon and clerk .chosen by the 
church and continue in office during the good pleasure 
of the same; and in the healing with. disorderly mem­
~ers, reference shou1d be bad to the 18th chapter of 

\.-._~_attbew an'd other scriptures relative to dealing with · 
-disorde_rly members. In all cases a majority sh~llrule, 
except in receiving members, which shall beuna~imou~. 
Titus 1: 5; Acts 14: 23; _2 Cor. 6: 6. 

' 12. We believe it the duty of each church to assem­
ble tbemselve~ together o~ce a ~onth, and that it is tbe 
duty of the pastor of the church when setting forth the 
Lord's Supper and, washmg. saints' feet to invite a11 · 
Christians. Heb. 10: 26; ·1 Cor. 11: 27, 28., .. 

14. We believe in the· resurrection of the dea·d, of 
both the just ~nd the unjust.. The resurrection of the _ 
justto glory and immortality in the presence of God; the 
unjust to . everlasting_ shame and· banishment from the 
presence of God. Matt.,'25:·31; 1 Cor. 15: 42-45; 2 Thess. 

\ 1: 1-11; Rev. 30: 10 and 21; 9;.Job ·19: 26. 
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ESSA Y ON THE LORD'S SUPPER. 
' ' 

On motion it was agreed that· the following essay 
be appended to our minutes: 

The Lord's Supper was instituted by our Sa:v10r, 
and all bis people have an equal right to it. And that 
right is a birthright. For by one spirit _are we all bap­
tized into one body. 1st Cor. 

1
12c, 13v. This is not 

• water baptism, but it is spiritual baptism. Again, 
Christ says I am the door by me, if any man enter in be 
shall be saved. John 10c, 9v. He tbat.enteretb not by · 

. Jbe door into the sheepfold but climbeth up some other 
way the same is a thief and a robbe·r., John 10c, 4v; 
Cb~istis n;t water baptism, and yet be says he is the, 
door. Now he that en_ters in by the door enters i°' by 
Christ. He then shall have full fellow~bip and equal 
rights with all Christians.· Let _a man examine himself 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cuf; 
for be that eatetb and drinketh unworthily eateth and 
drinketb damnation to himself, ·not· discerning the 
Lord's body-not to the church but to himself. ·rt is a 
personal matter in judging and in eatirig-. The' church 
that does judge and exclude any of God's people is not 
acting i~ keeping with. the instruct10ns given to the 
church at Corinth. To thus judge and exclude_ one of 
tb,e children of God is to offend the child so judged and __ 
excluded: 

Now, listen to Christ, ''He that offends on; of these 
little ones that believe in Me it were better for him that 
a millstone were,hanged aboq,t his neck and that he be 
dro:,vned in the depths of the sea." Matt_. Sc, 6v. h,t 
Cor. 10c, vs. 30, 31, 32. It i_s contended tha.t they of the 
same faith and ordet~ should 'be· entitled to partake of 

• I 

the Lord's Supper. I admi:t that true faith is the means 

j 
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by· which men become Christians.. If this is what 1s 
~eant by the same faith, I shall not o):>ject. We are 
agreed, but 1f sect is to be inferred, J do object. As to 
order, if notping but gospel order is meant, very well; 
but..l do not think that one child of God should dictate 
just what another should believe, or wb_at church he 
should belong to in order that be may· be in the right 
church, for the church is but an organic body of Cbris­
ti~ns, and simply placing your name on the roll book of 
the best church on earth does not make you a Chris­
tian; neither will a like process in the worst church 
make you a sinner. 

The Eunuch believed and was baptized. ~ What 
. church did he join? Here is faith and here is order. 

Now I ask if the. eunuch. was here today and wish to 
commune .with some of the churches w~uld he be 
?llowed the rjgbt? · No, be would be objected to because 
1i'e was nut of the same· faith and ord~r. Yet he is 

/ 

admitted in heaven, but nay he could not be admitted, , 
.to a sectarian table. At the Lov,d's table all his people 
have a perfect right. be he whom he may, and when the 
Supper is set an~ all of God's people are not invited, it 
is not the Lord's Supper, but a ·sectarian supper. , So 
_we being many are one b~dy in Christ, and every one 
members one of another. Romans 12c, 5v. And the 
way we become one body is by being baptized into that 
body, an·d, of course, this is spiritual baptism. He that 
gets in by water baptism is not one of the spiritual 
household. :: 

And when anyone gets into that body in a legal way, 
he bas a legal right to all the benefits ~nd privileges of 
that body. For we being many are on_e bread and one 
body, tor we are all partakers of that one bread. 1 Cor . 

. . 
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io,, 17v. · By pu,taking we

1

:xhibit a one~°'· 
body. Who is meant by "We?" It certainly mean'\ 
Christians of all ages. When you come together, ta;t:. 
one for a~other. Be of one mind, but let the •word. of~ · 
God coritrol the mind.· If it ever had been intended by ~ · 
the Savior that the Supper should be guarded by the · ~ .. 

. "' wisdom of men to discern between the pure and _the · 
impure; he would have made tliem wiser than .they are. 
But the standpoint from which they judge ts water. 
baptism and a legal administrator of the same. So if 
baptism by immersiorf and a legal administration is the 
qualification· required, this settles the matter, and 
Christian character is entirely left out. By which some 
make a woeful. mistake, for after all this precaution 
some have been found unworthv of the least of the 
privileges of any church. 

To admit.immersion to be the only mode of baptism. 
and a true believer receiving it, is this.hot all right, -
some would answer? If by a legal adrriinistration this 
is all that is wanting it is not a purely personal, matter. 
So he has bee~ as truly baptized when this is done: 
Each have performed a personal duty. If I had never 
been baptized, and had to wait til~ I found one whom I 

. knew to be a legal administrator; I wo11ld never be bap­
tized at all, as I cannot know the heart of man. Two 
acting in concert, one'in good faith, and the othe~ not. 

' · The one is blest, and the other is not. Ever~ Christian 
is strictly responsible for his owri acts, -and not for 

· another. Simon, the sorcerer, believed . and was bap­
tized, and that by a legal administrator, and yet it was 
d!scovered that he was not a Christian. So we see that 
baptism by a le~l administrator does not confer any . 
claims upon him to any Christian right~, as this case 
proves it to be a personal matter. 

' 

rf , j'' 

)·. 
•f -~ 

.:;.: 
t. 
;) 

f 
' :' 
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1 Ths apostle· did his c1ufr, hut _Simon did not, 01· 
/ \·ice verna. The apostl~ inspired as he was did not c1is­

,1 

/ <l;rn the evil in Simon's heart, n~ither can we know the 
/ heart of man. "\Vhen we ch onr rl11ty 1t is ours. \Vhcn 

/ an app"ication it is his. S0 we find that faith, repent-
/ ance, baptism anr1 Christian duties all a1·e. personal, and 

onlY: accountable to Gor1, and not to man. Various are 
the opi'nions of men.·. If we use the capacity that God 
ras g-iven, I do not think that we should he ete1~na1ly 
condemned for what we cannot lielp. The church of 
Christ is. dlvided into many memh~ers, but it is one spir­
itual body, and Christ the hea~, and they should have 
the same care one for anothe1· as the natural has for its 
members, yet they do not perform the same offir,e; yet 
they. should' all subserve the same interests of the 
body. 

Should Christians all commune· together at the 
Lord's table? I answer, what the Lord has joined. 
together let no man pu,t asunder. We have something 
more than fort}'-three states in the uniqn. They are 
all free and independent states, and yet they are united 
as one and have eq~1al. rights. B,ut in the ·union they 
have one great central point at which to rr.eet and tes­
tify that they are (ree and independent states, yet one 
nation. All Christians should have one central point at 
which, to meet an_d let the world k'now that the):' are one, 
and let that be at th~ Lord's table, where all Christians 
feel alike if they do not think alike. 

All Christians preach together, pray together and • 
love together, and should they not comm unc together? 
And will they all meet at last in· the same holy and 
happy land; then union an<l free communion will be the 
joy of u, all? · Our Savior said at the last Supper that 
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He c·:,)ultl drink no more of the fruit ot tbe vine with us· 
till h,~ drank it anew in his Father's kingdom. Then 
all Christians of all ages will meet around one common 
tahle in heaven.· As we find ourselves thus assembled. 
around one Lord's fable in heaven, so it should be so on 
earth. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

1. At every sitting, business shall be opened and 
concluded by prayer by the Moderator, or whomsoever 
he may request. . 

2. Ministers present, invited to seats,.are :allowed 
to take part _in debate on all subjects, but qot to v9te. 

3. Those who speak shall_ arise and address the 
Moderator. Personal reflections shall be avoided in all 
debates. 

4. No motion shall be discussed witbou! being 
seconded . 

.S. When a motion. has been made and seconded 
and a. member opposes its discussion, the Moderator 
shall put the question:_ Shall_it be.discussed? If nega- .. 
tive, the question shall be dismissed. 

6. If any proposition or motion under debate con~ 
tains two or .more pomts, it shaH be divided at . the 

,. request of any meinb.er, and· a vote taken. · · 
, ' 7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. 
f 8. No one shall speak more than twice on any sub-
,,;. ject without special leave of the Moderator. ·. 
. 9. All questions decided by a majority of the 

.; members present; 
10. No member shall absent himself. without 

. special leave of the Moderator. 
11. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corr;ected­

before the close of the Associat:on, if necessary. 
12. In the future sessions of the Association, ar­

rangements shall b·e made· to insure two- or more ser:. 
mons each day, or other equiYalent exercises. 

· 13. The rules .of order shall be distinctly read 
from the chair immediately after the organization of the 
Association. . . · . , 

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any 
regular session of the Association. 

\.. 
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FORMS, 

. FORM OF A CHURCH I:.ETTER TO THE ASSOCIATION. 

INDIA~ TERRITORY, Cherokee and Choctaw Na-
tions ................ Cb urcb to the Territorial Associ-

t atiOn of Freewill Baptists, w,h~n assembled .,vith' 

We send as delegates from our Church Brothers 
'°' ..... · ..•...... ; ........ whom we pray you receive · to 

sit with you and aid yo'u in your deliberations. 
[Add Statistical Report, state of religion, postoffice 
address, number o.f fellowship, etc.] 

Done in Church conference ............ 19 .. 
' ' 

..... .- .. : ..... , ....... ."Mod era tor: 
.. · .......... · ........ Clerk. 

LETTER OF DISMISSAL. 
' • I 

This certifies that. .......... : . •. : . . is a member 
of good standing of the Freewill Baptist Church at 
.............. and as such we recommend him t.J the· 
fellowship of God's people. 

Done by order of Church in conference ........ 19 .. 
· ...... · .....•........ Moderator . 

. • .... : •... .' ......... Clerk. 

o FORM OF DEACON'S LETTER. 

This certifies that Bro ................. is a worthy 
deacon of our church and we recommend him as being 
worthy of his calling. 

Done in church conference this .... day of .... 19 .. 
, ................. ;. . Moderator . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clerk. 
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STATISTICAL ':l'ABLE 1'"'0R 1900, 

• • 
' '!,AMES OF_ DF;LlWATE~, \ P;\STORS, . CLERKS AND THEIR 

PosTOFFICES. 
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New Home ... ,.,. J 1' Musgraves, T J Martin, WE Griffith J W Bufkhalter WE Griffith, Peggs, I. T .. -. 17 .... ,. , "I" 4 70 $ 2 50 
Concord,,. ....... JHJol:tn~ton,Hlllat.lock ....... , .. ,..,., JMRoberts • .,,. EGraham,McLain,I.T .. : .. 5,. .. 5 .. :.! I 3 50 250 
Oak Grove • ., • ., I A<lams, GB Kimbro •• .,,.,.,., ..... ,.,, R Brown., ....... 0 E Davis, Red Oal,, r. T ..... 9 .. 2 9 l I l 3 75 l 50 
Hartshorne ...... W 'l'hompson, Wm J Hulsy, S G McGee I W Yandell.,,, g ?,,! Math ls, Hartshorne, l T 8 1 l 17 .. I.. 1 64 2 50 
Iled Oak ...... , ... BJ Davis, SE Davis ... .,, ............. ,.,. I W "l:andell .... SE Davis, Rrd Oak, 1. T .......... , ... ; ... 4 7 5(1 
New Harmony., G W Ollar, C.C 0 111,r,., .................... ,r H \Vllson ..... <.:onnle Sims, \Valls, I. T ....... 2 .. •. .. .. 2 JS '!O 
Coal Creek • .,., .. J W Scott, H. M Pierce, J R Rasb ........ , E Baldwin ........ TR Rash, Fanshaw, I. T ..... 2 i .......... 3 15 1 00 
UnionGrove,.,. JWBaidwln,HSavage . .,, ... ,. .......... EBaldwin ...... RBMorgan,Kennedy,I.T~.j ... 4 1 J .... 3 46 150 
Shllob.,,..,., .... E l3 Bnrrow,C B '.l'rockenton, E Baldwin E Baldwin ...... F st.atons, Knllychaha.·I •. 'l. 8 7 .......... · I 42 1 50 
""'hyl'an .• , ........ HD Gcodwln, C Ba1rwell, J E ?,lcGee., .. E Baldwin...... .I E Thompson, Farmers,! T i .......... I 4 42 1 ·50 
Fields Vhapel , •. JD Young, CC llaas.,, ... ,. .............. J 111 Roberts ..... W N Blan,Star Valley,!, T. 9 6 7 10 3 1 · 3 2 ~g 2 00 
Llbe!'tvNo.2.,. MGunter,A.BJolner .......... · ...... ,,. ••• It-Brown ......... ABJolner,Wllburton,l.'.l' ..... I .... 1 2 4 27 100 

T!)taJ ................... ~ •• 1651£1542 5 8;.1470~. 
~-•=---

.. 

~, 

" '~.., 

1 
I 



.,,. 

It 

. . 
411 

··• • 

., 




