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PROCEEDINGS 
Minutes of the Fifteenth Annual- Session of the Texas 

State Convention of Free Will Baptists. -

The Fifteenth Annual Ses~ion cf Ahe Texas State ' / 

Convention of Free Will Baptists was.held with the First 
Free Will Baptist Church of Fort WorLh, Texas, Novembel' 
s~s. 1s29. 

The Convention opened at seven o'clock p. m. Rev. J: 
C. Hodges conducted devotional services. 

7:30 p. m. luspil'-a.tional address by Rev. C. B. Thomps< n. 

\VEDNESDA Y MORNING SESSION 

9:00 a. m. Devotional services conducted by Rev. R. 
i.'Cotnam. 

9:30 a. m. Welcome address by local pastor, Rev. M. L. 
Sutton. Response by J.·L: Edge, President. 

10:00 a. m. The Business Session was opened by 
Rev. T. H. Newsom. 

The first item of business was the adoption of the 
program. 

The reading of the minute of last session which was 
adopted as read. 

r ,i· By vote the president was empowered to appoint 1 he 
Session Committees. 

Reading-of the letters from the associations composing 
the Conventio_n. 

There were two J;>etilionary letters receiv£d: one from 
Northwest Brazos, and one from-Mt. Zion Association. Both 
were received into the Convention and the delegates seat. 
ed. 'Adjournment for eleven o'clock service. 

Rev.: T. H. Ne,vsom ·delivered a very able addres~ 
on, "Christian 'Leadership." 

NOON HOUR. 
After a bountiful repa_st, - the meeting was called to 

order by the president, J. L. Edge. 
/ . ·2 



1:30 p. m~ Letter read from Central Texas.Ass'n. 

Rev. C. B. Thompson delivered an address on "Stew-
ardship.".- · '. · ·· 

· Report of Committee on Credrntials n ad, and received. 
At this time J. J. Tatum, our State Secretary, rendered a 
verbal report' of his year's work which was received. . 

Report of Executive ComniitteP. read, (See Committee·. 
Reports). · · 

Adjourned to meet at nine o'clock Thursday morning. 
Rev. R. L. Cotnarri preached for us at 1 :30 p. m. on the 

. subject, "The Signs of the Times:'' · · · " 

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Convention convened at nine o'clock Thursday 
morning, Nov. 7th. J. R. Parker led the devotional service.··'. . '. . ... 

Home Mission report -reaa'· and referred 1'ack t9 the 
Committee. Rending of the Foreign Mission Report nt-this· 
time, also Sunday School Repiirt (See Reports). 

Report of the Home Mission Committee-·received. 
Report of Committee on:edncation received. 
Report of Committee on Evangelism received. 
Rev. R. L. Cotnam delivered the address on "The Needed 

Awakening'' in place of Rev .. J. A. Edmonson who,was 
called away on business: 

Adjourned for preaching service. 
Rev. J. J. Tatum preached for us at eleven o'clock. 

NOON HOUR. Recreation Period to 1:30 pa m. 

· 3:30. The reports of Committees on Temperance a~~ 
Law Enforcement were received. . ... 

Report on Women's Work received . 
. The final report of the Home Mis11ion Committee. read 

and received with an amendment making the Executive 
Board the Home Mission Board.· ' • · ' 

The Committee on Requests reported fwo invitations for 
the next session of the Convention from the following 
AB 1c.iationg! ,Central Texas. and: the :tex..as .Asaociation, _;:, 



embracing ,the eastern section of _the State. The next se,ssibn 
will be held in Central Texas at No1th Zulch in Madison 
County, Texas, beginning on Tuesday night the 4th day 

. of November, 1930. 1 

Eld. B. F. Brown of Tecumseh, Okla.-= was granted an 
opportunity to address the body in the interest o·r "The F1.1:e 
Will Baptist Gem," of which he is editor. 

In appreciation of the services of our President, J. L 
Edge, the Convention presented hirn with a ni~e fuunt~i~\p61. 

Report of Committee on Denominati9n read and adopted 
with an amendment referring it to the churches for rati· 
flcation. 1 

Adjourned until Friday 1norning. 

7:00 p. m. Devotional and sh?rt talk by Rev. J. L. 
llounds. 

7:30 p. m. Lecture on "Roman Catholicism" by _Rev . 
. 'R. L. Cotnam, whicb 'was very instructive. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Convention opened Friday morning µt nine o'clcck. 
Devotional by Rev. G. L Thompson. 

Reports of the following committees: Auditing Com-
.• mittee reported the accounts of the Convention Secretary 

and the Field Secretary to be correct. 

Report of Committee cin Resolutions receiv1:d. 

Rev. R. L. Cotriam was given time to introduce a plan 
whereby we may rake care of our retired ministers. A 
committee was appointed to work out a plan for this ,work. 
R. L. Cotn~rn. Clyde Goen, WiltiY Lafevre constitute· this 

-Committee. 

The following were nominated and ele.cted for the 
ensuing >ear. 

President,. J. L. Edge, 
1st Vice Pres., J. C. 1'odges, 
2nd Vice Pres., C.-F. Goen, 
~fd Vice Pres., E. S; Jameson, 
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Bryan, Texas. 
Ft. Worth, 
Bryan, 

'fatum, 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
W. K. O'Brien, North Zulch,'T~xa~ ·:. 
J. W. Lafevre, North Zulch, Texas 

Foreign :\Hssions--Mrs. J. C. Hodges, Mrs. M. L. 
Sutton, i\frs. Frank Benuett. 

Hom.c l\lissions-Rev. G. L. Thompson, Rev. M .. L. 
Sutton, Ralph Crow. 

Sunday Scho·ots-Rcv. Tiff Covington, Mrs. J. T. 
Rce.der. Clarence Newsom. 

Social Service-Minnie Jimerson; Mrs. B. A. 
Wainright, Mrs. T. D. Ross. 

Education-Lowell Taylor, Eula Lafevre. 

Evaugclism-R. L. Cotnam, Rev. and Mr~. J. A. 
Edmonson. 

. Temperauce-Fraqk Newsom, Alex Wood, Lizzie 
Detrick. 

-: .Young PeopleH'. :work-C. B,. Thompson, W. P., 
Taylor, J. W. Lafevre .. 

Women's ,vork-Mrs. H. S. Edge. Mrs. Walter: 
Holmes, P. K. Trant. 

Denomination-Clyde Goen, Noah Cole, M. G. 
Buchanan. 

Laymen's Work-J. L, Edge, Jack Bullard, Walter 
Holmes. 

. . · · { T. H. Newsom 
Com.mitt. ee of Committees Dessie Taylor 
. . · G. L. Thomps:m 

The Convention voted to pay our indebtedness to ~he 
Stat~ Secretary, J. J. Tatum. 

The plan was adopted to raise $1500.00 for·. Home 
Missions. 

. . W. D .. Phillips, J.C. Hodges, T. H. Newsom, J. J. Tatum, 
M: L. Sutton and R. L. Cotnam were elected delegates to 
represent the Convention at the Co-operative Association 
of Free Will Baptists. J'. L. Edge and wife were elected 
delegates to the Association .at Vernon, Alabama, 
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The Executive Board was authorized to act on. anY 
question that might come up for their consideration between 
this and the next session of°the Convention. 

Adjourned to meet with North Zulch Church on Tuesday 
night the 4th of November, Hl30 . 

• J. L. Edge, Moderator, 
T. D. Ross, Secretary. 

Committee Reports 

Home l\lissions-Home Mission Committee reporied· 
as follows: While there are- some who are really interest. 
ed; in general there is not the interest in Home .Missions 
that· should be. In fact we feel -that the condition at . 
present is rather deplorable. The attitude of many of our 
people toward the Home Mission program is such 
that it is impossible for us to go forward as we feel that God 
wants u, to. As we see it, there are different causes for this 
condition; one cause is that old enemy which we all know­
too self-centered-another is ignorance concerning the · • 
program.' But the main trouble is selfishness oi1 the 
part of the individual: not every one of course, but such 
expressions as, "What do we get out of it," "It won't heli> 
us any," and other expressions meaning the same thing jus~ 
tify the statement. We would call attention to the fact that 
such selfishness is unchristian, and should be discouraged 
by this body. 

We further recommend that a Home Mission Board 
consisting of three members be elected by the body, that they 

·· niay formulate plans for our Home Mission work. An 
'·'' _ 'limendment to this report was adopted making the Executive 

. 'Board, the Home Mission Board. - .. . . . l C. B. Thompson 
Committee' · James Lang, 

A, L, Roberta 
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Educatiou-We appreciate the need of preparation 
on 'the part of our youn '! · ministers and religious leaders. 
Therefore ~e recommend tlwt our churches and friends be 
urged to encourage and assist any worthy young person who 
may feel the divine call. to make the proper preparation for 
this great and noble calling. Further, we recommend that 
all be diligent in feeking out such young persons, call the 
attention of the churchts to such,·and that the <:hurches be · 
asked to render such aid in a financial way as can be given. 

\ J. J, Tatum 
Committee ) . 

·· , M. L. Sutton 

,v omen's w· ork- We beg leave to submit the 
following: We realize the value of women's work in the 

, . churches, and are aware of the fact that our cause is 
suffering because . of the lack of efficient organization,. 
therefore: . We recommend that our pastors endeavor to 
orgamze Women's Auxiliaries in all churd1e:s where. practi­
cable. We further recommend that we have some of the la­
dies from each association to attend the State Association . 

. {J.E. Raney 
Committee C. B. Thompson 

' T.H Newsom 

. ,Resolutions-Oommittee on resolutions reported 
as follows: be it ·· 

Resolved, That we express · our thanks to the 
entertaining church, its pastor, and friends of the church for 

· the fine· manner in which they entertained us, also· we 
desire to thank the president and officers for their splendid 
work arid interest during this session. Again,. be it 

Resolved; Tliatwe express our deepest felt gratitude to 
our visiting brethren. We pray God's richest blessings 
on all. J. J. Tatmri. 

··.Executive Board-We, the Exec
0

utive Board, met.at 
Woodlawn Church on August 31, 1928, and laid plans for the 
ensuing year. · 

7 
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. All members of the Board that w-ere present seemed to 
be very much interested in the work: 

The next meeting was held in J. L. Edge's office on 
March 16, 1929. 

We offered Rev. J. J. Tatum the same amount that we · 
paid him the year before, which was $50.00 per month. and 
Brother Tatum thinking that this amount was not enough for 
the work, we agreed to pay him $60.00 per month, and also, 
we agreed to allow the Field Secretary $15 00 per month for 
expenses. The Field Secretary. Rev. J. J. Tatum, being 
present at this meeting accepted this amount. 

. The pledge system, as will be recalled, was accepted in 
the Convention of August 31, 1928. 

· Some time in October, 1928, Rev. M. L. Hollis and J. L 
Edge made a trip to Tatum, Texas in the interest of Horne · 
Mission work, then in April,· 1929 C. B. Thompson, J. L 
Bounds, M. L. Hollis and J. L. Edge ·made another trip to 
Stewart Chapel in the interest of Home Mission work and 
visited nearly all the churches in the East Tex. Association. 

C. F. Goen, Chairman. 

Sunday Scbools...:..We, your Committee on Sunday 
Schools, beg leave to report as follows: 

We find that, with few exceptions, all of our dmrd1es 
maintain Sunday schools, with a total enrollment of ·840. · 

_ We recommend that the pastors of churches, where no 
Sunday schools are maintained, endeavor to organize them· 
and, where practicable, use our own denominational literature,' 

We believe that the Sunday school is the most important 
auxiliary of the church, especially for instruction in the 
Word of ~od; therefore we recommend that everything pos­
sible be done to make it efficient as a teaching agency. 

We further recommend that all church and association 
clerks be careful to send in complete and accurate reports 
so that this committee may be able to make a definite report. 

l Ira Harper 
Committee T. D'. Ross 

Miss Grace Grant. 
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Foreign Missions-Our chief Foreign Mission field 
is in India, and is known as the Bengal-Orissa Mission. . _It 
was fir t occupied by the Free Will Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society in the year 1836. It lies on the eastern side of . 
India and on the Bay of Bengal. Iis n ost southern station 
is Chandbali, about two hundred miles sont hwest of Calcutta., 
its most northern station is Bhirrpore, ab()ut. eighty mi_les 
west of Calcutta. 

lt embraces the two districts of Midnapore Balasore; 
From the lime Eli Noyes entered this field in 1836 until this: 
griod day there h-as neve·r been more heroic effort nor greater : 
men on any field of activity. A few names among the. 
many will"be sufficient to ariy well informed Free Will Bap-

- tist to cause a halt to silently thank God we have been 
' privileged to be associated with them in their ministry to · 

humanity-Phillips, Bacheler, Coombs, Burkholder, Butts,· 
Coldr'en, Stiles, Miner, Laugher, Barnes. Kennan. 

But those most endeared are perhaps Murphy, Griffin, 
CoUett, Oxreder, Coe, and Holder. Some of thE'se faithful· 
laborers.have visited our churches and homes. Since the· 
retur·n o"f Mrs. Holder, as the committee sees it, we have 
become careless and indifferent to ·those representing us so 
faithfully on our iniflsion field. Therefore be it 

, -~esolved·, :That we, as a denomination, have reasons for 
devout gratitude to God for that call of His providence and 
His servants which led us into the Foreign Mission fi~ld; 

, si~ce eternity alone will reve~l how much good may have 
been accomplished_ througli" om mis~ionary efforts. · 

We ·further recommend that the waning interest be 
awakened and greater activitivities be put forth in this field 
of opportunities. ·.· _ . .· 

We further recommend that our pmtors be urged to 
preach at least one sermon per year on tl1e subject of For• 
eign Missions and that collection lie taken for this work. 
The month of May being designated for this collection. 

·{ Mrs. M. L. Hollis 
Committee 

Mrs, Jack R. Bullard 
9 



· Deno1nination-We, your Committee on Denomina­
tion, beg leave to report as foHows: · F;om · a· study <if re· 
ports we find that our denominat10n in Texas has lost heavily 
in membership, churches, and associatiGns as· con:pau d 
with reports of fifteen .and twenty yeors ago. But while tl1is 
is true as regards our work in Texes, we are much encour­
aged to note that decided gains have been made in mauy of 
our Southern States. While we shall not attempt to give 
all of the reasons for this decline of inteiest and progrns in 
Texas, we shall offer some of the reasons that we believe to 
be the cause of this result: 

First. The lack of co:operation on our part with our 
Free Will Baptist brethren of the South. One of the rea· 
sons we have been unable to give and receive full'.and com­
plete co-operation with these, our brethren, is because of the .. 
relationship we have sustained toward another 01ganizatil,n 
not of our own faith and order,na_ipely: ·The.Northern Bap­
tist Convention. This peculiar relatiom;hip bas existed by 
reason of the Basis of Union affected several years ago be• 
t we·en the General Conference of Free Will Baptist aud the 
Northern Baptist Convention. We understood in the organ­
ization of this Texas State Convention at our first meeting 
at Bradley Junction, that we were to sustain our connection 
with the General Conference of Free Win Baptist w long, 
and only so long as it remained a General Cor!ference Of • 
Free Will l:Japtist. As a result of the union betwetn the 
General Conference of Free WHI Baptist and the Northern 
Baptist Conventi~n. the former has ioug since ctascd to be 
a General Conference of Free Will Baptist, but h~s been so 
completely merged wit 11 the Northern Baptist Convention as 
tO entirely lose its idenlity as a General Conference of Free 
Will Baptist. And whereas lhe Northern Baptist Conven• 
tion has become completely honey-combed with Darwiuian 
Evolution: and modern forms of infidelity. Th'erefore we 
recommend that we hereby declare, ·and publish to the world, 
that we, The Texas State Conference of Free Will Baptist, 
refuse to. longer recognize any connection or relationship, 
other than Christian fellowship, with the Nortliefo Baptist 
Convention. · ·{ T. H. Newsom 

Committee J. A. Edmonson, · 
10 .. 
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Temperance and Law Enforcement~We, your 
Committee on Temperance and Law Enforcement, beg leave 
to ·report as follows: 

The motive of those who advocated the adoption and 
continuation of National prohibition was worthy and patri­
otic, it is an honest unselfish effort to promote the general 
welfare, restrictiction of the activities of indivi uals, through 
the prohibition ·of the manufacture, sale and. transportation 
of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, and from the 
returns of the last election we h!!lieve that the Eighteenth 
Amendment and the Jaw enacted to carry it into effect are 
more in the minds of the American people than ever before. 
Much remains yet to be done by those who are in the fight 

• to make our country a sober one. 

Our chief magistrate has committed himself to law en. 
forcement and has asked that all citizens join . with him in 
the effort to make America a law abiding nation. 

We recommend the discussion of prohibition and law 
enforcement at all gatherings, as well as from the pulpits, 
that prohibition sentimentmay be crystalized . 

. We urge tha·t the ten thousand Free Will Baptist in 
Texas support only those f,,r public office that we know will 
favor the prohibition laws. · 

We pledge ourselves as luw abiding citizens to all officers 
of the Nation, State and County; whose duty it is to enforce 
our laws., 

We urge the members of our churches to observe all 
la_ws, and to discourage lawlessness at all times and in all 
places, and to vote at all elections for those favoring enforce~ 
ment of the prohibitionlaws. 

J. L. Edge, Chairman of Com. 
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. -
• Ev~n~elisrn~Evangelism is just as much needed to· 

day as ever before; tht1 world going at its rapid speed is 
proof enough of this. Our. country is' speudi11g billions ()f 
dollars every year for good roads and automobiles for their 
transportation. This is fine, and we are glad indeed that ·we 
are living in this progressive day and age, yet .wheu .we thiuk 
of these fine things, they !;He but perishaLle and \1 ill pot lust 
tµrough eternity. If ouly a very small per cent of the monE'y 
that is spent for cars and highways could be. spent forevau-·· 
gelism, in building the highways of life f~i~ men and woi11t11, 
we would have a much better country to live in: ·aua tliere: 
would be more happiness, more joy, more peace amo11'1(the 
children of men. · · 

Again we think back during the <lays of the World War; 
of the billions spent during that time. If there ·could have 
been only ten per cent of this vast amount. of mouey used 
for evangelism ten years before ihe war, it would have made 
that war impossible; in~tead of ivar, it woulcfhave be.en h_ar-. 
mony and peace among men. "Seek ye fir~ttlie kingdoui of 
God and his righteousness." · 

Another thing we need to keep in mind is that in this 
country of ours, which is admittedly the most Christian of 
all lands, one-third of the population over ten year of age 
are not members of any church. ''The fidds are white al­
readr to harvest;'' there is much t11at needs to be done. 
This makes it clear to us that the tvang€lirn1. of the home 
base is of primary importance. 

We are beginning ·to realize also that the Church, in 
o~der lo really Jive, needs the evangelistic ~pirit even more 
than the world needs to be evangelized. Often the,e is sueh 
an indifference and coldness in the Church that the new 
·convert is chilled to death before . the new life is really es­
ta '.>lished. The Free Will Baptist need the evangelistic spirit 
aud woe·to us if we neglect evangelism.-M. L. Hollis 



· :A Partial· List and Addresses of Minii.ters 
. . -1• 

- (It is 11'.lrd to get a complete list.) 
. Rev.-J .. H.1)1~wel,. _________ ·.-•-:. __ .. _Normangee, Texas. 

J. L.' Bonn<ls, ______ · _____________ .North Zulch, 

C. B. Thompson, ____ .. · .. ---·--··- North Zulch, 

,. J. L. Payne, ...• -~-·-·····-~--··:~ .. ~.Houston, 

,. J·~1hn Orr,·-··-·-"'··-·--:..:..7'~:- ~·-·-····Hunt, 
.. 'John Swanwick.·-·-· ··-····-··· North Zulch, .. 

j. E. V,111gt1~.· .. ~.·············-···-·-·· Iola, 
., G. W; Rohertson,2. •• _;···-··-·····-·-- Dunn, . . 

., . M. L. Hollis, ... ······--,········ ··-··-Bryan, 
,. i' J. Tatum,.:. ....••• - ••••• : •...• _ .• Bryan, 

., . - . 

,,. . S: T. Speers, .••••.• ---·-- ..••••• Springtown, 

.. J. A. uro·oks, ..•.•. ---·-··········--·-·Boyd, 
.. T; H. Newsom,.:.:.~ ••.. ··-···--Buffalo Spring,' . . ' . . 

.. D. J?. Badgett, •. .: ....•••.. _ ••.• -.Red Springs, 

,. J. A. Edmonson,····-~---··········· Vernon, 
J,:l\~. Pinkerton,.-..~.·-·~···· ...•.... Athens . 

. , R. B. EasleY,--·····c·······-····· Comanche, 
,. J.E. Rane~, .• ··-'--::· •..•.••.• : ••... Granbury, 

... J. A, Lemon, .. ·-···· •• ·--····-·~-· Alvarado, 

.. ·J. W. Handy· .•• -·~·--····--- .•.••••• Bryan, 

.. Ollie Smith._ .••.•.. ·.-·-···-·--··- Navasota, 

,. J: T. Lee,.·-·······.::-···--····-··· Kirbyville, 
,. ,A.:W; West, .• ~· •••.•••••...... :c ••• Kirbyville, 
,, J:f.·k R,,berts, .•...•••••.••••..••••• Alvarado, 
.. J.C.Hodges, 2908 8th Ave., .~ ••••.. Ft. Worth, 
.. M.L Sutton, 82H Sylvania Sta., ..... Ft. Worth, 

.. ·..,....-.Pace, .••••• ······--···-···Ft. Worth, 

.. -.-:-• Beckman, ••••••••••.•••• ~ •• Roganville, 

... :....:..-. Boss, •••••.••.•• ----······-·-··Riesel, 
,. J. W. Cook, .•.••••••..•••••.•.•••.• -- .• Iola, 

,. T,;J; McBri~le, •• ----····---·----·!3iuceville, 
. 1_3 

" 

'I 

,, 
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Rev. D.R. Jimerson, __ ---------~-~-f!enderson, Texas 
,, M P'. Heard, ________________ · _____ Carthage .. 

Ira Harper, _______ _-=-~-------- R2, Marshall· 
,, B. A. W :1inwright, ___________ R2, ~arshall, 

J. R. Glover, ______ .• _____________ Bullard, 

,, D. J. Dollar, ________ ··----~ ___ Henderson, 
,, E. S. Jameson, ____ ----.-- ___________ Tatum, 
., J. H. Doster, ____ . ____ "'_. __________ .Tenaha, 

., L. W. Miller, _______________ Rl, Weatherford, 
. ' 

,, George Thompson, ________________ Chappell, 
J.E. Graham, ____ . ____ -____________ Killeen.' 

,, H. M.Graham, __________ · __________ 1rnieen, 

J. W. Disrens, ______ .. _____________ Killeen; 
,, E. G. Pirtle. ___ . _ _: ___________ • ___ . __ Slado, 

,, Z. T. Fuller,.----·~--------------·-:-Belton, ,. 
,, J.E. ~ones, _______________ -----~----- Eddy,· 

J. T. McBride,:. ______________ ---~-- Eddy, 
Mrs. Julia Harper, ___________ .• ____ R2, Marshall, .. 
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Constitution 
'· 

Article I. This Association shall be called The Texas 
Frde Will Baptist ,Convention. 

Article II. It shall be composed of Associations and 
other bodies of evangelical piety, that .believe. in a general 
atonement; the necessity of regeneratiim, bapliHn by imrn.er~ 
sion, and the communion of all Christians. - Said bodies to · 
be received by a mfljority vote of members present. 

Article. ·m. The object ·of this Convention is the ad­
v ancei1ien t of Christ's Kingdorn by const1liing on the spiritu­
uali1 y, effide,icy ai1d benevolent work, and other interests of 
the bodies c;H~pos.ii1g it, by exerci;ing helpful influence, by 
eiiconraging a sanctified education, promoting moral reform, 
churc!i _extension; the spread of the Gospel abroad and the 

• enlargement of Christia11 fellowship everywhere. 
Art{cle IV. The offlcers, con~mittees and other persons 

intrusied with service'-sl1all perform the duties of their re­
spectivti; ciffices ~ccording t<:> the usages of well regulated. 
deliberative bodies. The executive committee shl'lll attend. 
to all necessary work between sessions. Ir, to be the officers 
and t'wo elected members, eleded annually. 

Article V. The stated sessions shall be helt1 once each 
year, beginning the last Tuesday night in August and closing 
on the .following Friday, unless otherwise ordued b}' the 
Convention or the Executive Committee. · 

Article VI. The representation shall be three delegates 
from each body composing the Conventfon and two addition-­
al delei,\ates for every five hundred 111ei:nbers and one for 
each fraqHonal part thereof And with the delegation a. let­
ter shoi'ilJ always be sent, reporting the condition arid sta• 
tis tics oft he body. · · 

Article VII. The Convention shall· have the manage. 
ment of fts own officers. even to the discipline ofits members 
but over the churches and other bodies it has only advisory 
power .. 

Article VIII. This Constitution may be amended at any 
regular sesssion by a 1111jJrity vote of members present, 
providin1fnotice bas been given one year prior to the d1ange 
P,roppsed. · 
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By-Laws 
Article I. Each session shall be opened and closed by 

1: prayer. 

I'· Article II. The officers shall be: President, three vice-
presidents. who shall be elected annually,·· and a Secretary­
Treasurer, who shall be a standing officer. 

Article. III. Anyone desiring to·· speak on any subject· 
must rise and address _the P~esident before speaking. 

Article IV. No discourteous action nor language shall­
be indulged in by anyone . 

. Article V. Three associations must 'be represented by 
delegates to constitute a quorum. - . ' 

• •. Article VI. These By-Laws may be changed by a 
majority vote at any regular. session by those present. 

Resolved, ·That all ministers holding membership in 
Free Will Baptist churches in Texas shall be seated as del. 
egates from their associations: 

\ . . ., 
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