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GENERAL' .OFFICERS : OF THE 
- TEXAS STATE ASSOCIATION 

. . . 

FOR THE YEAR 1947~48 

Mod!erator, Rev. l\L L. Sutton, Arlington, Texas, Rt. 3, 
· Box 48 . 

.' Assistant Moderator, Mr. C. F. Goen, Bryan, Texas, Rt.3.· 

Clerk, Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook, Bryan, Texas, Rt: 3, Bo~ 
208. . -

., 
Treasurer, Mrs. Alvin F. Halbrook Bryan, 'l'exas, Rt. 3, 
Box 208. 

Publicity Director, Rev. A. F. Ferguson, Wcmlherford, 
Texas, Rt. 1, Box 218A. 

Statistician, liev. R. E. Conner, ~uffalo Springs, 'fexas. 

· Parlimentarian, Rev. Tiff Covington, Bellevtil',. 'fcx~s. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE. OFFICERS' OF BOARDS 

II~me 1\Iissions - Mr. N: c: {Jole, BrJian, Texas, R.t.' 3. 

Superannuation - R~v. Alvin F. Halbro~k, Bryari; Tex-
as, . ~t. 3, . Box_ '208. , . . • , 
Orphanage - Rev. R. E. Conne_r, Buffalo Springs, Texas. 

'BOARDS 

- :Home Missions--;- Rev. 'A. F. Ferg~son, 1948; Mr. N. C. 
Co~e, 1949; Rev. J. ·L. Blandon, 1949; Mr. C. F. Goen, 
1950; Rev. Tiff.Covi~gton; 1950. 

Superannuation -:- Rev. Mrs. H. M. McAdams,' 1948; 
/Rev. T. W. Smith, 1949; Rev. J. A. Brooks, 1949; Rev. 
Alvin F. Halbrook, 1950, Rev. B. A. Grant, .1950. 

_ Orphanage - Mrs. l\L L. Sutton, 1948; Rev. Tiff Cov­
ingtori, ·1949; Rev. R. E. Conner, 1949; Rev. J. H. Meas­
ures, _1950; _Rev_. B. A. Grant, 1950 .. 

' DIRECTORS 

Christian Education - Rev. R. E. Conner, .Bufialo 
:Springs)' Texas. 
F. 1N; B. League..:... Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook, Bryan·, 'fex~· 
-as, Rt. 3, Box. 208. ' . · .· · . ·. · .. · 

'Woman's Auxiliary....:_ Rev. Mrs. A. F. Ferguson, "\Veath-
erford,- Texas, Rt. 1, Box 218A. • · · 

Layman's Worir -'1\fr·. George Smith, Henderson, Te_x-
as, Rt. _4. , . 
Denominational Literature - Rev. _B. ·A. Grant, .Hend-
erson, Texas; Box .962. . .. 

·· Sundav Schools - Rev. J. L. Brandon, 616 Liberty St'.,· 
• Weatherford, Texas. , · 

F~reign Mis~ioris - Rev. A. ·F. Ferguson, Weatherford, 
· Texas·, Rt. 1, Box 2}8A. 
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PROCEEDINGS·· · 
The; 'rexas State Association .of Free. Wili Baptists 

. met -in its Thirty-third Annual Session on'. Oct. 28, 1947 
·· 'w-itlL the .Pleasant l\fomid Free Will Baptist Church, 

Buffalo, Springs, Texas. . · 
• The session was. opened with a song service cond/ncted 
by. Rev .. A. 'F. Ferguson of Weatherford,. ·Texas.· The 
opening invocation was by Rev. · Henry l\Ielvin, Nash-
ville, Tenn. · · 

At this tinie a Credentials Committee was appointed 
as follows: 

Rev. J. A. Brooks, Rev. R; E. Conner, and Mr.' C. 
F. Goen: · 
: T,I1e son·g service co1~tinued followed· by a quartet 

number, "Hide· Me Rock of Ages". · . · 
Prayer ,vas offered by'Rev. H. l\L'McAdams. 

· Opening remarks were given by the l\foderator, Rev. 
M; L. Sutfon, · · · < 

.. The Introductory, Sermon was by Rev. T: \v. Smith, 
. reading 1 Car. 13. Subject; ''Faith, Hope and Charity". c 

After singing a hymn, the Credential Committee gave·. 
· a partial report ,vhich was adopted. Delegates ,ver<; seat- . 
ed, and visiting ministers ,,,ere seated ,villi all right.~ 

· and -privileges of the Association ·except 'that of voting; 
Motion carried that the right hand of fellowship rbe giv­
en 'to the. delegates and ministers by the Moderator. 

/ 

l\I,ption carried that. the program b"e adopted. 
l\fotidn carried to adjourn. 
. The benedfotion was by Rev:. l\L L .. Sutton. 

. . 

. WEDNESDAY MORNING 
'fhe ·wednesday morning session opened w·ith sin-:;_,· 

ing. The invocation was by Rev.· Virgil Bradford. The 
Modc-rator read for the scripture reading, Rom;. 8 :1-14. 

Appointment of Committee on Committees: . . . . 
Rev. T. W. Smith, Chairman; Rev. H. l\L McAdams. 

arid Rev. A. J. Fielding, Members. . . · · 
A report on the F. W. B. Bible College·, · Nashville, 

Tenn. was. given by the Business Manager, Rev. Henry . 
· · Melvin,. Adopted. . 

• I. 5 

I ,' 



A special prayer for the .Bible College . and· for the· 
support of the College was led by Rev. Mrs. H. M. 
McAdams. An offering in cash of $130.60 was given .for 
the Bible College. . . . . . . 

The .,Program. Committee appointed the - Moderator 
to give tlie report on Sunday, School, Jvhich was adopted .• 

'I'he report of the Committee on Committees was giv-, · 
en and adopted. (See Reports). , . 

A pa~tial report of the Temporary Credentials Com­
mittee Wl!S given and adopted, (See Reports). Delegates 

, were given the right hand of fellowship. 
The se:ssion was recessed ~ntil the worship hour with 

the bened,iction 
1
by the Moderator, Rev: l\L_ L. _Sutton. 

ELEVEN O'CLOCK ·SERVICE 
The ·eleven o'clock worship service began with sing­

ing, and prayer was. offered by Mrs; M. L. Sutton. 
. The· devotional· was by Rev. Mrs. J. B. Estes, reading · 

, Psalm 23,. with inspiring ,comments. 
The morning message was brought by Rev. B. A. Grant. 

Scripture, Acts 20 :24. , · · 
The offering of thanks for the noon lunch was by 

Rev. J. L~ Payne. ;, L • 

·_ WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
· The afternoon began with 'singing, and prayer was of­

' fered by Mr. W. D. PhiHips. 
The devotional was by Rev. Heber Johnson; scripture, 

Luke 4 :1-18. · 
A duet, "A l\Iansion For· l\Ie ", was given by the two 

Johnson children, Sonny Ray and June. .· / 
Tlie Treasurer's report was given and. adopted. (See 

Reports). · · 
OFFICERS ELE,CTED WERE: 

'Moderator ................................. : .............. Rev. l\'L L. Sulton.· 
Assistant· l\1oderator .......... : ......................... 1\1:r. C. F. Goen· 
Clerk ........ : ....................................... Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook . 

, . Treasurer ........................................... :' Rev. Alvin Halbrook 
Publicity Director ................... : ............ Rev. A. F. Ferguson 
Statistician .... :: ...... ; ... :.; ... :: ............. / ...... Rev. R. E. Conner 
Parlimentariaii .... \ .............. : ................ Rev. Ti££ Covington 

, , , - 6 --

I • 



STATE BOARDS 

Home Missions-
1\fr,. c: F. Goen · ..................... ;........................................ 1950 

1 Rev. Tiff Covington .......................... : ....... '. ..................... 1950 -
Rev. A.· F.· Fe:r;guson ........................................................ 1948 

. S_~perannua~ion-
Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook ................................................ 1950 
Rev. B. A. Grant ..... : ................. ;: ................. : .•............... 1950 
Rev. T. W. Smith ...................... , ..................................... 1949 
Rev. Mrs. H. M. McAdiams ........... : ................................ 1948 
Orphanage- _ 

Rev. J. H. 1\feasures .................................................... · .... 1'950 
Rev. B. A. Grant ............................................. , .............. 1950 
. The financil report of the Sec.-Treas. of the Home 
Mission Board ,vas read and adppted. (See Reports). 

/, 

_ Motion carried to convene at the New Hope ·church , _ 
in the Texas District Association,. Henderson, Te-xas in 
the 1948 session of the Texias State Association. 

The report of the Temperance Committee was read 
adopted. ( See Reports). 

Motion ~arried that the Publicity Director send a copy 
of the Temperance Committee's report to the Governor 
of the State of Texas, and to the President of the Unit­
ed Stales. 

The report of the Resolutions Committee was read and . 
adopted. ( See Reports). . -

The report of the Obituary Commitiee was read arid 
a.d;opted. (See Reports). Upon the recommendation of 

· · the Obituary Committee, the body stood a moment in 
silient prayer; followed by a prayer led by Rev. W. V. 
1\foPhail. 

New ministers were given a hand of welcome and a 
pledge of full suppo,rt in their ,vork in the State of Texas. 

The report of the League Director was given and -a­
dopted. (See-Reports). 

Motion carried to adjourn. 
The benediction was by Rev. Virgil Bradford. 

, WEDNESDAY. EVENING -.. 
' ~ . . 

The ,v ~dnesday evening service opened with singing; 
-7- , 



followed by a solo, "Its R~al' ': . . . 
The invocation was by'Mrs .. V. B. Stone. , . . 
A quartet number; "TJ1e Old Ship of Zion'~ was givei1~ 
There was a class song, "ICW e Never Meet Again". ' 
Again a quartet number, "Take a Look at the Cross", 

was gh~e11. . · : . · . - · · 
A solo, "I'm Going Higher Some Day", was given. 
Prayer was offered by_: Rev. Henry Melvin. . 

. The evening message was delivered by Rev. Henry 
Melvin; scripture, J opn 19 :13-18; 20 :1-4. Subject, "'fhe 
Fundamentals of Christianity". . . · , 

.'fhe message was followed by a: solo number, "'Vhy 
Did He love l\'Ie So". · · 

At this time an invitation was given to any unsaved 
person to -accept the Christ.' . · - , 

Another quartet 1number, "I· Can 'l'ell You the Time", 
was given. 

A handishake with Revs. Henry 1\Ielvin B. A. Grant, 
T. ,v. Su'1ith, and with one another was en,ioyed; ac-
compaiiicd-with shouting. . ' 1 

The benediction was by Rev. l\I. L. Sutton. 

· THURSDAY MORNING. 
\,_ 

, The Thursday morning service opened with singing and·-. 
prayer by Rev. Mrs: A. F. Ferguson. · 
· ,A solo number, "I ·won't Have to Cross Jordan A: 
lone'', was given. 

The devotional was car.ducted ty Rc-v. J,frs. II. M..· 
McAdams witl1 scripture t~ading, 1 Cor. l:l-6 .. 
· The report of the· ,v oman 's Auxiliary Director was 

given adopted. · ( Sec Reports). 
Directors for 1947-48. were named. 

'The report of the Foreign .l\Iissions Director was read 
·. ai1d adopted .. (See Report).· · . . 

I Instead of 'the report of the Orphanage Board, Rev. 
Virgil Bradford, State Field 'Worker for the Oklahoma 
F'.- W. B. Children's Home, Ringlin; Okla., gave· a report 

· of the Children's Home which was adopted .. (See .Re- . 
ports) . . . . . . . . . 

l\Iotion carried anyo1~e ·wfshing to· give an offering. to .· 
the Children's Home give it ·perso1ial to' Rev. Bradford. 
-Rev: Bradford. received a total of $100 fro in various sours 

.:.;.8-:c. 
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. · ces-f~r the ·home: . 
Motion carried to recess fo'r ten minutes. . 

· The bene.diction was· by Rev. R. E. Conner. 

ELEVEN O'CLOCK-SERVICE 
_ The el~ven o'clock worship service beg all" with sing- -
· ing, arid a: prayer by the l\Ioderator. 

'l'he morning message was delivered by Rev. Ah;in F. 
Halbrook; Text, Eze.' 22 :30, Subject,' '' 'rhc · 1\Ian . God 
Uses". · . . · 

The body was dismissed for lunch by· Rev: '.l'if f _ Cov­
ington. 

-
THURSDAY AFTERNOON 1 

-

'rhe Thursday afternoon session opened with singing, 
and ri prayer by Rev. Claude La11d. -_ 1 

The devotional -was by Rev. Luther Payne, reading· 
Psalms 116. . · 

A special prayer for Foreign 1\Iissions arid the Child-· 
ren's Home was led by Mrs. l\Iaggic Cox _ 

A brief report of the Superannuation Board was ~iven 
by thel\foderator. Adopted. 

A report of the Committee on Costitution and By-
Laws was giyen by the Moderator. _ 

Motion carried to elect a committee of Five. (5) to .;--
rewrite the Constitution and By-fai.ws .. 

l\Iotion carried to elect this Committee by nomina-
tions from the floor. 1 

• .. . 

Elected we1~e: Rev. Tiff Covingto11, Rev. 1\1. L. S~tton, -
1\Ir.- C. B. Wier, Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook, and{ Rev .. J. 
A. Brooks. - _ , - _ _ _ . _ ·· 

· l\Iotion ·carried to authorize the making and_ p1·inting 
of a'statistical report blank for Distr1ct Associations re-· 
porting to the State Association._ The. S~atisticiaii is_ to 
do this. _ _ 
. 1'.fotion carried to elect and ,send, with expenses paid, _ 

a represe:ntative to serve .on the Revision Committe~ 1 ,of -
the Faith and Practices of Free Will Baptists. . _-: · 
· Rev. M. L. Sutton ,was. elected as the 1:epresenta:tive c-

. and Rev. Tiff Covington as.alternate. . 
.The final .report· of -the . Credentials Committee was 

_9_:_ 



read• and adopted. (See Reports). 
- · Motion carried that the l\'Ioderator · appoint five· (5) 
delegates from the Texas State Association to the Na­
tional Association. 'They were: Mrs. M. L. Sutton. Mr. 
C. F. Goen, l\Irs.' Rtleben Hayes, l\Irs. E. E. Adams, l\Irs. 
Lounie Scott. 
-- Motion carried to ask that District Associatione help 
pay the expense of our representative on the Revision Com­
mittee of the Treatise of the Faith and Practices of F'ree , 
Will Baptists. The amounts to be: West Fork Associa­
tion,. $50.00; ·Central Texas Association, $50.00; Texas 

~ Association, $25.00; S. E., Texas Association, $10.00; N. 
W. Brazos As'lociation, $15.00. 

~folio'n carried that the State Association Treasurer 
be charged "·ith seeming this money. __ 

The report of the Home Mission Board was· read and 
adopted. (See Reports). 
: A report of, the 1947 session of the National Associa­
tion was given. 
, 'l'he minutes were read and approved. 
- Motion carried to adjourn. 

The benediction was by Mrs. Alvin F. Halbrook. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
· For the year 1946-47 

Amount received at 1946 session ............................. $17 4.20 
Disbursements 

·-_·Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook, Clerk ............... _................. 10.00 
-, To B. B. Trant for printing Hi Pts. of Ass 'n. ........ 6.30 

Free-Will Baptist Press for Minutes .... :............... 75.00 · 
Express shipment of minutes ..... , ......................... . 
Mailing of 1946_ minutes ............................ ~ .............. . 
National Ass 'n. fee. . .............................................. . 

_- Printing of programs; ........ _ ..... : .... : ........................ . 

Total disbursements .... ; ......................... : ........ . 

Respectfully submitted;, 

fi.96 

1.12 
35.00 
6.00 

$140.38 

. Mrs. Alvin F. Halbrook 

, /, 



-REPORT; OF TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE 
I, 

We; your Committee on Temperance, submit the fol­
low-ing: ·whereas, realizing the urgent need of the whole 
world's deliverance from the terrible curse of drink. (in.: 

_ tox¥ating liquors) that enslaves our people, wrecks and .. ' : 
ruins live_s, breaks' our homes, fills our penitentiaries, 
and sends the souls of our people to everlasting torment 
away from· God; I. · .. , 

Conscious ·of this grave situation, we recommend that, 
every" preacher, deacon, delegate, official of any kind, 
and every member of every church of this Association· re­
dedicate their lives to God in being t1sed under the 
,direction of the Holy Spirit to stamp out this. great . : 
curse; 

"\Ve further recommend that meetings be held, tracts 
d,istribuled, setting forth the evil effects of alchol o·u the 
body, especially the brain, and ask Goel. for leadership 
in d.oing somethi1ig definite against this curse of the age: · 

Be _it further resolved that our people refrain from any 
other forms of intemperance that would hinder the full ·· 
work of the_ Holy Spirit in their bodies. from carrying ' 
forward· this blessed salvation to a lost world. · 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. M:rs. · Lilly YeUy 

Rev. 'riff Covington 
M:rs. V. B. Stove 

REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
.J 

1. ·we, your Committee on Resolutions recommend 
that each church adopt the Unified Program as a means _ 
,of giving for the great cause of our Lord. , · 

2. '\Ve recommend that each church adopt and main­
tain a good prayer _meeting. 

3. "\Ve further recommend that each church will con­
tinue in Sunday School work until the Sunday School 
be·comes the center of their religious ·activities. . 
· 4. "\Ve recommend that all of our ministers be more -

zealous in preaching against the use of alchol and ·nar-. ~ 
cotics. 

5. '\Ve recommend_ that each church take a1{ offer.: 
·:, 
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j ,_,-. ' 

I>, 

__; 

i;g as 'deeltied nec~ssarr to take ''care of thf' cause of 
our Lord;· . 

·_. 6. We recominend tliat each church give the l\lission 
field · a large· place in their program, especially Ch-rist-· 
ian Education; · · .. 
. · 7. ,We reco~mend that this body give to. this clrnr~h 
arid comm unit); a rising vote of thanks for the , lovely 
way in which they have entertained this Association .. 

~ Elizabeth Brandon 
Mrs. Gus Smith· 

:Alvin Yonni:r 

REPORT . OF· CREDENTIALS- COMMITTEE . 
We recei;ed letters froni the following churches; Mem-

11lds Chur~h, $2.00; Ivit. Olive Church, two delegates, $5.-
00; First· Church, Fort Worth, two delegates, $5.00; Bon­
n1e View Church, 9ne delegate, $5.00; New Hope Chn!'ch, 

-- .t,vo delegates, $5.00; Salt Creek Church, two delc.>gates. 
· $5.00; Vernon Church, two delegates, $5.00; Pleadant · 

l\Iound Church, two ddegales, $5.00; Huntsville Church, 
two· delegates, $5.00; First Church Comanche, two dele­
gates, $5.00; Briglit Light Church, two delegates, $5.00; 
Fellowship Church, two,deleg~tes, $5:00; Houston Church, 

' one deleg'ate, _ $5:00; Bryan Church, $5.00; Evergreen 
Church, two delegates, $5.00; ·weatherford Church, two 
delegates, $5.00; South Side Cl~urch, Comanche, two del­
egates; $5.00; Trinity Church, two delegates, $5.00; Waco. 
Church, two delegates, $5.00·; First Church, Henderson, 

'one delegate, $5.00; North Zulch Church, $5,00; Good 
Creek Church, two delegates, $5.00; Gartman 's View 
Church, two delegates, $5.00: · · 

We. received letters · from the following :Associations : 
Texas Association, eleven delegates, $16.00; Central 

·. , Te:ir'as :Association, six d~legates, $15.00; North West 
Brazos :Association, one delegate, $5.00; Southeast Texas 

Aissociation, three delegates,· $7.00; West Fork :As'locia-
. tion, twelve delegates,$20.00. · · 

·we.find the. various :Associations recommending dele-
gates to the National A:ssociation as follows: ' 

. Texas :_ Mrs. Troy 1\foDo:riald 
West-Fork -1\fr.·W. D. Philips 
Central 'Nxas - Mrs. Mollie Lawless 

-- I:::!·-, 



·N. Wid fri-.::cs - Mrs.' T. A; Blackwood 
S. Efist' 'Texas__:_ lVIr. E .. E.'.Adams . . 

. . 

Rev., J. A. Brooks 
-Rev. R. E. Conner 
· ,· l\Ir. C. F. Goen· 

iREPORT OF OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
\Ve, the· Obituray Committee, find tiiat the followii.;g · 

members from the various- Associations have departed. 
from our midst during the year: Texas, 2·; Central Texas, 
9; ·West Pork, 10; Northwest Brazos, 1; S; E. Texas,~0. 

'\Ve extend our sympathy to the bereaved ones and 
recomfoend that this body stnncl in a moment ofsilent 
prayer for more light to un'derstand thr sorrows of this 
life as we labor for our reward. ' 

Henry l\Ieasurcs 
" C. c;., Larnb 

REPORT OF COPilMIITEE ON conmnITEES 
TEMPERANCE 

Mrs.· V. B. Stone 
Rev. 'riff Covington 
Rev. Mrs. Lilly Kelley 

RESOLUTIONS 
l\Irs. Gus Sniith 
Rev. Alvin Young . 
:Mrs. Elizabeth Brandon 

.. PROGRAM 
Rev. J. U. Payne · 
Il<JV. R. E. Conner 
l\Ir. W. D. Phillips 

CREDENTIALS 
Hev. B. A. Grant 
Rev. J. A: Brooks 
Rev. A. F. Ferguson 

Rev. M:. R. Gains 
Rev. Claude Lamb 
Rev. Henry-1\Ieasures 

OBITUARY 
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. REPORT OF F. W. B. -LEAGUE DIRECTOR 
Last year, upon assuming the office of State League ,,;_ 

Director, I had a keen desire to see a Texas League Coi:J.-
, vention organized. This would require the ,merging of 
,at least two District League Conventions into a State 
organization. There ,iere no District organizations. -. 

With the State League Convention the objectivP. in _ 
mind, I encouraged\ the· League TJirector in the West 
Fo:r;k Association to. organize' a District League Associa­
tion. I encouraged the League Director in the Central 
Texas-Association in a similar course, and- on December 
29, 1947 met with him in a League Rally at the Bryan 
Church_ with the aim of organizing a Central Texas Dis~ 
trict League Convention. Insufficient representation pre­
vented this plan's materialization. 

According to District Association reports· coming- to 
this State 

1
Association, there are in the Texas State Asso­

ciation of Fn;e Will Baptists, seven F. W. B. Leagues 
with a totaJ membership of one hundred, sixty-four . 

. These·· figures show an increase of four organizations. 
during the past year, and an increase of eleven members. 

I urge the organization, at the earliest possible date, · 
of District League Conventions, ,which then could be 
organized into a Texas State League Convention. 
· · Respectfully submitted,' 

Alvin F. Halbrook 

R_EP.ORT OF \~OMAN'S AUXILIARY DIRECTOR 
No. Auxiliaries ................. ::............................................... n 
No. of 1nembers ........................................................ ;....... ,!:)() 

Dues collected ..................................... : ...................... -$ 40.S5 
Sick calls n1ade ................................................................ 291 

· · Social calls made .......................................................... :... :!40 
· Traj:-s given ·........................................................................ 244 
Flo,vers sent .................................................................. · ....... 185 
Dues, to Dist. Convention .......................................... $ 15.50 
yacation Bible Schools Con. ............................................ 1 
Study courses in l\Ibsio11s ... : ....................................... ~.... 3 
Weeks. of prayer ........ : ............... o' •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• : ........... ;.. 3 

_ No; tithers ............. , .................................... ;;........................ _19 
·Daily Bible Readers .................................................. ; .. :.. 18 
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Special Mission ·Progi.·ams ....... : ........ , ........ : ....... :.: ...... : .. : .. , . 2 
, Christmas boxes sent to Cuba ...... : ................................. · 7' · 

· No. engaged in personal work ........................................ 25 
Given to Students Loan ................ ; ............ : .............. $ 10.00 
No. gift boxes to F. W. B. Children's Home .............. :. 1 
Benevolence .. :; ............................................................. ; $ 14.00 
For Foreign l\Iissions ................ :............................... $ 34.50 
Special offering ........................................................ $219.90 

· Unified Program ...... : .. , ..... ; ........... : .................. ; ......... $ 9.00 
·i Mrs. Alvin F. Halbrook 

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS DIRECTOR -
' . ' 

We praise an<l thank God for the progr~ss made in the 
past year in the Foreign J\Iission fields. . ' 

. God has wonderfully opened up the way, .and provid­
ed the necessary things on Foreign l\Iission Fields. we re­
gret losing· Rev. C. B. Thompson in our field of labor as 
he labored and· promoted both Home and Foreign . r.lis­
sions. 

\Ve now have an Association of Free Will Baptists in 
Cuba. 

Missionaries have gone on the field the past year,and 
others are .ready to go when funds are sufficient. . 

I earnestly urge that we all give as God leads, and 
support our missionaries with prayers and offerings. If 
we support our unified program, the funds will come in , 
as needed. 

Prayerfully submitted, 
A. Ii'. Ferguson 

REPORT OF STATE HOivIE rvHSSION BOARD 
The State Home Mission Board of the Texas ,State As-. 

socialion of Free Will Baptists met in session at Pleas-' 
ant l\Iound Church October 29-30, 1947 and transacted 
the following business. . · 

Rev. Tiff Covington was elected as Chairma~1 of thi.• · 
'Board. · 

J\fotioncarried that $306.66 be granted to the Bonnie .. · 
,View F. W. B. Church o.f Dallas, 'l'exas for the building .. 
of a church edifice from the State. Home 1\Iission Funcl.,_ 

J\1otioi1 carried that a man ·be put on the field in tl1c 
-15- . 
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interc~t of Home Missions.· . 
. , , l\Iotion can~ied that Rev. R. E. Conrier be ~ut on'lht! 
.field as Tcxa's·StateIIome·1\Iission Field \Yorker, giving 
iis much- time as possible; for. a period of three monthrL' 

· 4t a salary of $100 per month. 
Benediction. 

:.:_ REPORT OF SEC.-TREAS. OF STATE HOI\!E 
!1IISSIOH BOARD 

.r:::> 'the State Association: 
·. _,, i submit the following report: 
Ch~ck from Rev. T. W. Smith (11-9-46) ............. $1;1 H.69 
v'61lected to· date (10-27 _47) ................................ 272.53 · 

Total· collected ................................................ *1,387 .22 
· Expenses . . . 

_J{ev. C,'B. Thompson (part time Missionary) .... $ 109,40 
.To Huntsville Church ..................................... :...... 600.00 . 

· Rev. C. B. Thompson ......................................... '....... 64.00 
ToJal expenses ........................................... :.... * 77a.90 · 

Balance on hand ........................ : ........ : ...... $ 613.82 
Noah C. ·Cole 

Sec.-Treas. Home 1\Iission. Board 

. REPORT .OF "TEXAS STATE ORPHANAGE BOARD_ 
\Ye .are happy to report on the Free Will Baptist 

.Children's H omc at Ringling, Okla. 
· . \Ve own 308 acres of land and all buildings thereon 
including a _beautiful' h~o-story well fumished and strict: 
Iv moc1crn. · · 
. ._.- On the .farm -"·c own 14 head of cattle, 2§ head hogs, 
chickens, tractor and equipment, and a nice spotted! pony 
for the children's pct.· ' - -

At the home, we now have nine precious children who 
.are ,vell • cared for and happy. Best of all they are being 
.trained in. the way that ·they should. . . . · •-. 

\Ve have Rev. Rex \Veatherman and wife in· char;:;e 
.· cf the home who are able to teach lead andl train the_ 
. children. . - . . 

This home is looking to Free Will Baptists for support. 
. . -Orphanage Boal.'d 

. Note: This report was given for the Texas State Or­
·1phariage l?oard by Re~. Virgil Bra<lfor<l of. Wetumka, 
'Okla., Field Worker for the Children's Home. 
,· ... , ;•t· . • 
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PIANISTS'& THOSE.·RENDERING SPECIAL . 
. NUMBERS. 

Pianists-

Miss Ramona Covington 
l\'Iiss Jane Reeder · 
Mrs. B. A. Grant 
Rev. Henry l\'Ielvin 

Quartets-

Miss Ra.mona Covington 
Rev. M. U.. Sutton 
Mr. 1\1. C. Covington 

Miss Ramona Covington 
Rev. Tiff Covington 
Mr. Arnold Reeder 
Mr. 1\1. C. Covington 

Male Quartet- -' · 

Rev. L. J?. Sutton 
Rev. A. _F. Ferg11so11 
Rev. Tiff Covington 
Mr. Carlos McGuire 

Duet-

Sonny Ray J olrnson 
,June Johnson 

Solos-

1\irs. Gladys F. Beane 

Rev. Henry Melvin • 

Music Director for the Session- - · 

Rev. A. F. Ferguson 
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MINISTERS DIRECTORY · 
CENTRAL TEXAS ASSOCIATION-

Rev. Bruce Barrow; 109 S. Baylor Ave. Bryan, Texas 
·. Bryan Church - Phone 2-7749 · ··· 

Rev. H. Ray Berry, 1031 E. 14th St. Houston, Texas 
• • I •· 

-Rev. l\'I1ss •romm1e Franklm, Calvert, Texas 
Rev. Alvin F. Halbrook, Rt. 3, Bryan, 'l'exas 

Bright Light Church ..... Rt. 3 Bryan 
Evergreen Church 

Rev. J. W. Handy, 7837 Baltimore Ave., Houston, Texas 
Rev. H. 1\1. M:cAd,ams, 1304 10th St., Huntsville, TexaR 

Huntsville Church _:_, 
Rev. Mrs. Gladys F. Beane, 1304 10th St. Huntsville. •rexas 
Rev. ~Irs. Lilly Kelley, Huntsville, Texas 
Rev. J. L. Payne, 6708., Ave, C., Houston 9, Texas 
Rev: ·Astin Pegues, Houston, Texas 
Rev. J. W. Smith, Iola, Texas, Rural Route 

Pine Prairie Church - Huntsville, 
Fellowship· Church --:- Henderson 

. Rev. W. F. McDuffie, North Zulch, Texas 
North Zulch Church -

Rev. Gus Turbyfill, 12628 Yaner Drive, Houston: Texas 

WEST FORK ASSOCIATION 
Rev. J. L. Dramlo~1, G16 Liberty St. ,Yealherford, Texas 

Gartman 's View Church - Comanche 
Rev. J. A. Brooks, 2001 Prairie Ave., Fort Worth, 'Texas 

_Rev: Wesley T)alvary, F. W. B. Bible College, 3609 Rich-
·1and Ave., Nashville, Tenn. ·, 

Rev. R. E. Conner, Buffal2...§_prings, Texas 
_Rev. ·zurl Cox, Bellevue, Texas . 

New Salem Church....:.. Decatur 
R~v. Tiff Covington, Rt. 2, Bellevue, Texas 

Plesant Mound Church - Buffalo Springs 
Rev. A. F. Feruson, Rt. 1, Box 218A, Weatherford, Texas 

First Church ,__ Weatherford < • .. . _ 

Rev. l\Irs. A. F, Ferguson, Rt. 1, Box 218A, Weatherford . , 
. Rev. A: J. Fielding, 2206 Villig Rd., Dallas, Texas· 
Rev. L: J. Foreman, 2109 Gould Ave., Dallas, Texas 
Rev. M. R,. Gaines, Box 132, Comanche, ':l'exas 
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First Church ::._•coni.anche· 
Rev. Ralph Hampton,· 222 E. Hull St, De11ison, Texas · -c:c -

Frist. Church '__:: Denison . . 
-~- -Rev. J. A; C. llu'ghs, Comai1che 
· . South Side Church __: Comanche . . . 

Rev. J. H. l\Ieasurers, 204 York Ave., Weatherford,.Texas 
Rev. J. \V. Nelson, 2117 ½ Browder, Dallas, _Texas ·. 
· Bonnie View Church _:__ Dallas 
Rev. Challis Parris, 815 W. Chestnut St., Denison, Texas . 
Rev .. R,. H. Rogers, Box 740, Comanche, Texas 
Rev. H. C. St. John, 1816 Bessie St. ,Fort Worth, Texas 
Rev. l\I. L. Sutton, Rt. 3,Box 48, 4,-rlington, Texas · 

· Trinity Church--:::- Fort Worth , 
Rev. F. E. \Valling Jr., 4049 Buena Vista, Dallas, Texas· 
Rev. l\Irs. Verda Walker, 416 Eureka St., Weatherford .... 
Rev. \V. \V. \Vinters, New Port, Tex_as 
Rev. E> A. ·walters, 1904 1\IcFerrin Ave., \Vaco, 'fexas 

First Church of Waco · 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION 
Rev. \V. II. Dickinson, Heiiderson, Texas 
Rev. J. lVI. Goode, Overton;Texas "-

Mt. Olive Church - Compton 
Rev. B. A. Grant, Rt. 4, Box 962, Henderson, Texas 

First Church - Henderson 
''Rev. Jess Johnson, 'fyler, Texas 

Rev. l\Irs. Amanda iCester, \Vright City,· 'fcxas 
Rev. ,John Newberrq, Longview, 'fexas 
Rev. Troy McDonald; Lanevillc, Texas 
Re,,. E .. J. Vaughn, Tatum, Texas 
·Rev. E. S. ,Jameson, Tatum, Texas (Superannuated) 
Rev. Houston Hicks, _ · 
Rev. ,J. L. Bounds, 1903 S. 12th St. Waco, Texas 

NORTHWEST BRAZOS. · ASSOCIATION 
Rev. 'f, P. Curly, 1229 E.. 1st ·st., Tulsa, Okla. 
Rev. l\1rs. J; B.Estes, Box 1392, l\Iemphis, Texas 
Rev. A.' A. Green, Seagraves, Texa'S 
_R.ey. R; E. Gunn, 180-8 Eagle St., Ve'rnon, Texas 

, First Church~ Vernon · · 
Rev. H. IL'i:Iasfon, _Rt. 2, Paducah, Texas. . . . 
Rev. l\L 'f:'Holley, Cozy_ Cainn,:Rt. 2, Luubock, Texas 
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Rev. IIeber "Johnson; Rt. 2, Vernon. Texas 
- Rev. C. C:Lamb;Rt."5,Verilon, Texas : -

Good Creek Church - Rt. l, Ford City 
. \ ' ~ . ~ . -1 

·soUTHEAST TEXAS 'ASSOCIATIOrf .-
Rev. Alvin Young, Kirbyville, Texas -

-------

BY-LAWS 

.. Article 1. · The President ,:·r Vice-Pi csident, or in their. ab•• 
sence, the senior minister in years sh~ll c:ill the Association ip,- · 
to -.conference, and if a quo1·um is known to be present, -the · 

_ body may proceed with busine;,s aconding to -ouUined progrnm. ' 
Article ·2.' Alt perso1-is declared by the Credentials Commit-' 

t_ee to be eligible to niprescnt in the Association are he!"P.b'y 
made and constituted members of this bo-dy, a1id are authoriz- -
ed to act in all -respects aco~rding fo .the provisions of. the ·­
Coµst.itution_ and By-Laws under. which this Association is ,gov-­
erned. 

Article 3. Dekgates from corresponding h:dies and breth- · 
ren invited to seats in. the Association shall be entitled to all 
privileges of the Assoc:ati:·n Except voting. 

Article 4.- No .person shall ·sprnlt more than tivice_ on the 
same qu~stion, nor over trn minutes at the time .:without, spec_-·.-_ 
ial permission of the AsJociation; neither shall' anyone be re-. 

· cognized by the prrn!ding -cfficer w:thcut first ;rising· and· ad--' 
dressing . the chair; and shall not procec:d. with discu~shm ·or.. 

~. ::: 
st:1trn1cnt t:nt'.l r:cog:.izcu- by -t::c ch:1.L. . 
· Article 5, It [JhaH not be con:J:de;ed regular· for. any me~­

ber ,o.f the body to leave its session· without special permission 
of the presiding officer, and· those, who do such, Jay themselves 
liable. to public censure. No member shall take final leave from 
any· regular or called sesskn without special. permission _fi'om 
tile Association. 

Article· 6. "The t.us:nrns of this Association shall be go'vern.0 .-, 

cd by good parliamentary regulati:ns at all tinies. · .. :) •;: , 

Article 7. No person shall be allowed to nominate' ril6jJ\ 
than one member ,o'f any committee, provided the p~rson ~~;~~'':' 
lnated be elected. · . , .. · · ,: · · A, · · . , 

Article 8. The"prog1um of each annu'ai meeting ~hall ·i;e'•;·. 
prepared by -the regularly electe·d ~r appointed Progr,am · Corri~ ,-, 

, mittee; programs to be- distributed thirty- days -in advande ·or/' 
- 21,-"', 
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!l€tting of Aesociation. · . 
Article 9. The following committees. sll'all be· appointed at 

·. each sitting ,of. the ·Association: Temperance, Resolution, Pro: .. 
' . 

gram, Crnd,entials, Obituary, and Committee on Committees, and 
, · .the following directors shall be elected: Christia!). Education, 

Free Will Baptist League, "roman's Auxiliary, Layman's· work, 
and Denominatiomi.l Literature, Sunday· Schools, and Foreign 
Missions. The body shall elect boards of five · members each 

. for Superannuation, Home Missions and Orphanage. 
I 

Article 110. Each session shaH be ,opened by reading a por-
'tion of the Bible and prayer, and shall be closed wit~ pray-

, er. 
Article 11. Minutes of each session shall be: carefully read 

and corrected befo1e final adjournment.· 
/ 

Article 12. The Associational year shall be from November 
Orst to November first of the following year. ' 

Article 13. These By-Laws may be amended at any regular · 
session of the Association, by-a two•thirds maj,ority vote of the 
body, provided proposed ,a:Il!endment has been read before the 
body and placed en the table one day in advance of the time 
the vote is to be taken. 

CONSTITION 
Article 1. This organization shall be known as the Texas 

State Association- of Free Will Baptists, and shall be composed 
<J·f all regularly appointed delegates from well organized and 
well disciplined-associations; with all regular, and orderly, or­
da_ined and licensed ministers and ordained- deacons who hold 

,111_embership in some regular and district association of the State 
of Texas. 

A1-t,icle. 2. The purpose of this Association shall be to edify 
and and m.!ltually uplift the Free Will Baptist Denomination, the 
spreading ,of the gospel to the end of saving the lost and the 
general advancement of the Kingdom of .Christ in the earth._ 

Art,icle 3·_ This Association shall consist of the various as­
sociations and chm'ches which are known to be orthodox and 
orderly, and shall have representation on the following basis. 
to-wit: each associati_on shall be representated ,on the basis ·of , 
one delegate per each one hundrled members or fractional part 
·t11erof, and each church shall be allowed .t'wo delegates regard­
less of number of members. Each Association with a member-

. ship ot 500 or less send with its representatives and' letter a 
minimum of $10.00; each Association with.more than 500 mem­
bers shall send an :additional $'5.00 for each additional 500 mem-
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bers: qr fractional part therof, and that each. church: send a 
mini.mum of $5.00. , . . . 

. Article. 4. The officers of this ·Association· shall consis(.of' .: 
a President, Vice-President,_ Recording Secretary, Publlcity

0
'.Di-: 

rector,· Statistician, and Parliament11;rian; all of whom shall. be· 
elected at the close· of the annual session in whfo~ their •erm, 
expires .. '. One year shaU be considered a t~rm fo.r all, officers. ~~d . 
standing committees. ,_ 
. Al'ticle · 5- it. shall be the 'duty of the President to preside· 

at. ali meetings of the Association, to appo!nt committees not 
otherwise provided for,_ and to strive to _promote the gen~ral 
interest of the ·Association. It sha!J be the duty of tihe Vice:: 
President- to serve-in ·an capacities of the Presi.dent in his ~b­
sence, and to associate with him all the duties· of the record-'· 
ing Secretary to make a -reco-rd of all proceedings of the As:.. 
sociation, to .prepare manuscripts for having minutes printed'_­
and negotiate deal for same, to keep files of minutes of all pre.:. 
vious sessions. and ·to carry on all necessary co•rrespondence for 

•, the body, He sha!I be a!Jowed $10.00 annually for his servi_ces. 
It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to be custodian of an 
funds of the Association and disburse same, ,only on authority 
of the body, and he shall be· required to make a full report' at· 
each annual session. His books must be kept in balance with-:, · 
those of the Recording Secretai<y at all times. It shall .be Ure. 
duty of the Publicity, Director to have charge of all advertising 
matters correlated ,vith the work of · the Association. It shall 
be the duty of the Statistician to endeavor to compile the ~ta-:­
tistics of all work done by Free Will Baptists in the state at 
each annual session of the Association; also to communicate• .. 
such statistics, as he. shal! be able, to assemble to the National . 

-Statistician annually. It sha!J be the duty of the par!iamentar.:C. 
. ian to keep_ before him at all . times, during an assembly of the 
body, good rul€s of pai•!iamentary usuage • and when it is deem-, · 

', ' - ' ed necessary, he shall call attention tc, any irregular prciced-:-
ure. It shall be the privilege of the presiding officer to call up­
on the Parliamentarian ·for rules of _order at any tinie he finds. 
it necessary. 
_ Article 6. Representatiop. from U: majority of . the District 
Associations of the State of. Texas shall be declared a quortlnl} 
at any regular o_r ca!led meeting ,of the Association. 

'--

Article 7. Any. well organized and well disciplined Free 
WiH Baptist Association within the ·state ·of Texas, c~mpos~d 
of such churches as have adopted the doctrines, and as co·nform 
to the usages of the Free Will Baptist Deno~ination · as set forth. 
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'tn the Treatise of Faith of. th~ Natio~al Association, may upon . 
- proper application. become·a member of this Association .. Any: .. 
-.~hur,ch confo.rming. to such regulations,. as above set forth·, may 
als~ become a member of this body· even though the ·iocal As~ 

.. sociatfon ,or' ~hich it is a membe~ is not a regular member of 
the. State _Body. 

·· Article . 8.. It shall be required of ai°l District Ass~ciations 
and churches composing this Association .to repres~nt them- . 

. selves . by . delegates and communicate by letter, their standing, 
prospects, and statistics. - · · 

Article 9. . At. each session of this ass~mbly it shall act on 
all questions and matters iieferred to, it, and.' transact' ;uch bus­

. iness as terids to· promote the interests of our den9mination. and 
th~ cause of Christ, in. the bounds ,G·f this Association. 

Article 10. 'This . Association shall have the authority. to­
disipline any Association or church holding membership here­
with, f,o·r disorderly walk; and to exclude same if eff~rt~ .proye, 
unavailing; but in no case shall it have. a right to reverse de­
cisions.: 

Article 11. This Association shall have an Exe~utive Com- , 
inittee composed of all. the officers designated in Article 4 . .,.. , 

Article 12. · Th\ functi,ons of the Executive Comm_ittee shall 
be to have supervision of; aii · associational w·ork and ·sh.all act 
for the Association between sessions; minutes ,of all transac­
tions to be read before the annual session of the Associati,on 

. and printed in the Minutes, ·should the body deem it wise: 
Article 13. · The Const.itution nay be altered ,or amendeu in· 

any regular· session of the Association by a .vote of two:thirds 
majority ,cf the· body provid.ed proposed amendment has. I.Jeen 
read before the body' and plac~d on .the table one day in ad­
vance of th~ time the vote is to be·tairn:r{, 
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Greetings from 

,·· 
CHURCH LETTER 

_Church to· the 

........................... -· ................ _ ......... ; ........ . 
(Please state whether Quarteilror Yearly Meeting or Ass'n.) 

. - , . 

when convene<l with ............... : .... ; . . . . . . . . . . Church at 

1Ve send as·delegates, our beloved: 

Delegates Alternates 

......... •,••······ ... ····· ..... 
. . . . • .............. ·-· •· ....... . 

- . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .. .... .... ... .. . .......................... -.. 

. . . ........................... •,• 

· whom. we pray you will receive to sit with y,ou, to _aid· you · in 

your Godly .deliberations. 

Pastor's name and address 

NAMES OF MINISTERS AND DEACONS 

............ · ......... ; . .' ... •.•--

••••••• •••••••• • ••••• o •• •••••I 

Done by order of chur~h assembled in 00nference this day 

·of .......................... , 19 ... .-. 

Moderator Clerk 
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